1 


;*u\ 


i»\ 


■ 


_m 

m 


EH 


•^* 


KJR« 


^^H  >^ii^^-^j^, 


UNIVERSITY 

OF  PITTSBURGH 

'7  81 

LIBRARY 

. 

1 


A 


TH? 


HISTORY 


OF       THE 


PROVINCE 


OF 


Massachusets-Bay, 


FROM       THE 


Charter  of  King  William  and  Queen  Mary^ 
Until  the  Year  1750+ 


By  Mr.  HUTCHINSON, 

Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Province, 


■',   ,'=    i   r-i»„ 


BOSTON,    NEW-ENGLAND: 

Printed  by  Thomas  &  John  Fleet,   in  Cornhillj 

and  Sold  in  Union-Street,  oppofite  to  the  Cornfield/ 

MBCCixvii. 


>     -i 


r  ~ 


II*  I— 


32* 


CONTENTS. 


<T*H E  TRE FACE.  Page  i. 

Chap.     I.  From  the  Charter  in  1 691,  until  the  arrival 
of  Governor  Dudley  in  1702.      Page  1. 

Chap.  II.  From  the  arrival  of  Governor  Dudley,  in 
1702,  to  the  arrival  of  Governor  Shure, 
in  11 16.  p.   134. 

Chap.  II J.  From  the  arrival  of  Governor  Shute,   in 

1 7 1 6,  to  the  arrival  of  Governor  B,elchei\ 

X  ™  I73°-  P  217, 

Cha?.  IV.  From  the* arrival  of  Governor  Belcher,  in 
1730,  to  the  reimburfement  of  the  Charge 
of  the  Expedition  againfl  Cape  Breton, 
and  the  abolition  of  Paper  Money,  in 
X74P*  p..  3^9* 


APPENDIX. 

Numb.-  I  A  Summary  of  the  Affairs  of  the  Colony  of 
New-Plimouth,/>ww  the  firfl  Settlement 
until  the  Incorporation  with  MaiTachufets 
Bay,  &c.  in  one  Province.  p.  449, 

Numb,.  II.  The  Examination  of  Mrs.  Ann  Hutchinfon 
at  the  Court  at  Newtown,  November 
* $37*  p.  482, 

a  2  Th£ 


»•»«■■■•■»"*■ 


E  |t  R  A  T  A. 

Page  105,  line  42,  for  cr  their  read  of  envy, 
p.  147,  1.  36,  for  children  v.  grand  children, 
I.  37,  for  father \r    r.  grandfathers, 
p.  216,  I.  21,  for  87  r.  77, 
p.  400, 1.  6,  fpr  //we  r.  /;/7#. 


(     i     ) 


The   Preface. 


THE  conftitution  and  hiftorical  occurrences 
of  the  colonies  in  America  become,  every 
day,  more  and  more,  fubjects  of  fpecula- 
tion  in  Great-Britain.  To  this  I  attribute  the 
favorable  reception  given,  there,  to  my  hiftory  of 
the  colony  of  Maflachufets-bay,  which  I  intend- 
ed meerjy  for  the  benefit  of  my  own  country- 
men, and  to  preferve,  among  them,  the  remem- 
brance of  fa&s  but  little  interefting  to  the  reft 
of  the  world. 

The  perufal  of  the  materials  from  which  I 
tompofed  my  work,  efpecially  the  letters  and 
papers  of  our  firit  planters,  afforded  me  a  very 
fenfible  pleafure.  We  are  fond  of  prolonging 
pur  lives  to  the  utmoft  length.  Going  back  to 
fo  familiar  an  acquaintance  with  thofe  who  have 
lived  before  us,  approaches  the  neareft  to  it  of 
any  thing  we  are  capable  of,  and  is,  in  fome  fort, 
living  with  them.  I  was  fo  pleafcd  with  their 
company,  that  the  further  enjoyment  of  the  fame 
kind  of  pleafure  was  inducement  enough  ta 
collecY  and  perufe  materials  for  the  hiftory  of 
the  Province  of  Maflachufets  from  the  year 
$6^2,   when  we  concluded  the  hiftory  of  the 

Colony 
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Colony,  I  found  that  a  little  more  time,  than 
the  tare  perufal  required,  would  be  fufficient  to 
arrange  the  materials  and  reduce  them  to  order, 
and  I  fet  about  it  with  a  view  to  render  them  of 
ufe  to  pofterity.  I  had  proceeded  as  far  as  the 
year '17-30,  when  a  misfortune  befel  me  which 
had  like  to  have  rendered  my  paft  labour  of  no 
effect  and  to  have  prevented  me  from  proceeding 
any  farther.  The  ftamp-aet  had  difturbed  the 
minds  of  the  people  of  America.  In  fuch  a  (rate 
of  affairs,  the  vicious,  the  abandoned  have  a 
peculiar  opportunity  of  gratifying  their  corrupt 
'affections  of  envy,  malice  and  revenge.  I  had 
in  public  and  private,  in  every  way  and  manner 
which  appeared  to  me  the  mod  prudent,  endea- 
voured to  fhew  the  inexpediency  of  an  act  of' 
'parliament  of  this  nature,  but  an  unaccountable 
jcaloufy  of  the  contrary  had  been  infufed  into 
the  minds  of  the  populace,  and,  being  thus  mif- 
guided,  they  expreffed  their  refentment  and  rage 
by  breaking  into  my  houfe,  deftroying  and  Scat- 
tering all  my  furniture,  books,  papers,  &c. 
The  fober  virtuous  part  of  the  province  expref- 
fed the  greateft  deteftation  of  this  act  of  violence, 
and  few  or  none  ventured  to  juftify  or  approve 
of  it.  The  lofs  which  I  fuftained,  as  far  as  it 
was  reparable,  by  his  Majefty's  raoft  gracious 
recommendation  to  the  province  and  their  gene- 
rous grant  in  confequence  of  it,  both  which,  in 
this  public  manner,  I  mod  gratefully  acknow- 
ledge, has  been  repaired  or  compenfated,  but  the 
lofs  of  many  papers  and  books,  in  print  as  well 
as  manufcript,  befides  my  family  memorials, 
never  can  be  repaired.  p  " 
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For  feveral  days,  I  had  no  hopes  of  recover-* 
Ing  any  confiderable  part  of  my  hiftory,  but,  by 
the  great  care  and  pains  of  my  good  friend  and 
neighbour  the  reverend  Mr.  Eliot,  who  received 
into  his  houfe  all  my  books  and  papers  which 
were  faved,  the  whole  manufcript,  except  8  or  10 
fheets,  were  collected  together  and,  altho'  it  had 
lain  in  the  ftreet  fcattered  abroad  feveral  hours 
in  the  rain,  yet  fo  much  of  it  was  legible  as  that 
I  was  able  to  fupply  the  reft  and  tranlcribe  it. 
The  mod  valuable  materials  were  loft,  fome  of 
which  1  defigned  to  have  publifhed  in  the  ap- 
pendix. I  pray  God  to  forgive  the  actors  in  and 
advifers  to  this  moft  favage  and  inhuman  injury, 
and  I  hope  their  pofterity  will  read  with  plea- 
fure  and  profit  what  has  fo  narrowly  efcaped 
the  outrage  of  their  anceftors. 

The  hazard  which  attends  fuch  papers,  to- 
gether with  the  requeft  of  many  of  my  friend.s, 
induced  me  to  publifh  my  manufcript  fooner 
than  I  intended. 

I  have  carried  down  the  ftory  to  the  yea? 
1750,  but  that  part  which  relates  to  the  laft  20' 
years  in  a  more  general  way,  being  deprived  of 
fome  papers  which  would  have  enabled  me  to 
render  it  more  particular  and  circumftantial. 

Some  of  my  friends  of  the  colony  of  New- 
Plimouth  took  it  unkindly,  that  I  faid  no  more 
of  their  affairs  in  the  firft  part  of  the  hiftory. 
My  principal  object  was  theMaifachufets  colony; 
befides,  I  never  could  meet  with  many  papers 

relative 
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relative  to  Plimouth.  From  fuch  papers  is  1 
have  been  able  to  obtain  I  have  prepared  the 
teft  fummary  I  could,  to  which  I  fhall  give  a 
place  in  the  appendix. 

I  have  endeavored  to  avoid  offence  to  any 
perfons  or  families,  as  far  as  my  obligations  to 
truth  would  permit. 

We  fhall  never  be  all  of  one  mind  in  out* 
political  principles.  I  defire  no  more  caridouf 
from  thofe  who  differ  from  me,  than  I  ever 
have  been,  and  ever  (hall  be  ready  to  /hew  t<* 
them. 
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CHAP.     I. 

from  the  Charter  in  1691,  until  the  arrival  of 
Governor  Dudley  in  1702. 


BRIEF  recapitulation  of  the  rife  and  progrefs 
of  the  MaiTachufets  colony,  may  not  be  ad 
improper  introduction  to  this  fecond  part  of 
our   hi  (lory. 

THE  firft  planters  of  the  MafTachufets  colony  re- 
moved to  America,  expecting,  there,  to  enjoy  civil  and 
religious  liberty,  in  a  greater  degree  than  their  fellow- 
fubjects,  at  that  time,  enjoyed  it  in  England.  The 
country,  to  which  they  removed,  was  claimed  by  the 
crown  of  England,  by  right  of  difcovery.  The  prcn 
perty  of  a  very  large  tract,  in  which  MaiTachufets  bay 
is  contained,  had  been  granted  to  a  certain  corporation 
called  the  council  of  Plimouth  in  Devon.  This  council 
made  a  grant  of  MaiTachufets  bay  to  Sir  Henry  Rofwell 
and  others,  who  intended  to  fend  out  planters  and  fer- 
vants  to  be  under  the  direction  of  the  proprietors  in. 
England.  An  incorporation  was  thought  neceffary,  and 
a  charter  was  obtained  from  King  Charles,  which,  fome 
manufcripts  fay*  coft  the  company  two  thoufand  pounds 
fterling.*  The  principal  undertakers  were  puritans : 
Planters  and  miniflers,  of  the  fame  perfuafion,  together 
with  fervants,  cattle,  and  all  necelTaries  for  beginning  af 

Vol.  IL  B  colonys 

*  "  I  paid  50/.  and  Mr.  Eaton  ioo/.  and  fundry  other  merchant- 
the  lame  fums  refpeclively  for  the  purchafe  of  the  charter,  we 
being  members  of  the  corporation  for  N.  E."  John  Daz-^- 
port's  lett.  to  John  Cotton^  N,  Haven,  24.  4™'  65. 
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colony,  were  fenf  over;  the  expence  of  which  was  very 
great.  Subfcri prions  were  flowly  paid,  and  a  cloud  arofe, 
very  early,  upon  the  affairs  of  the  colony  ;  but  it 
was  foon  difpelled  by  a  propofal  from  Johnfon,  Win- 
throp,  and  feveral  other  puritans  of  good  families  aud 
eftates,  to  remove  to  America :  provided  they  might 
carry  the  charter  with  them,  and  manage  the  affairs  of 
the  colony  without  any  dependence  upon  fuch  of  the 
company  as  fhould  remain  in  England.  This,  by  fome, 
was  thought  irregular;  bur,  after  conciliation,  was  agreed 
to.  The  removal  of  fo  many  perfons  of  character  in- 
duced a  great  number  of  others,  of  the  fame  opinions, 
who  were  not  of  the  company,  to  remove  with  or  follow 
after  them,  and  put  themfelves  under  their  protection 
and  government.  They  complained  of  the  then  reign- 
ing Prince,  that  he  deprived  his  fubjecls  of  their  juft 
rights,  and  had  no  regard  to  the  great  charter  of  the 
kingdom.  What  dependence  then  could,  rationally,  be 
placed  upon  a  fpecial  charter  to  a  fmall  part  of  his  fub- 
je&s  in  America  ?  They  were  foon  convinced  that  it 
was  an  inefficient  fecurky.  A  circumftantial  account  of 
an  attempt  to  vacate  it  the  fecond  year  after  their  re- 
moval, we  have  in  a  letter  to  the  governor  from  Emanuel 
Downing,  father  of  Sir  George  Downing,  f 

In  1638,  a  formal  demand  was  made  of  the  furrender 
of  their  charter,  which  was  refufed,  and  other  proceed* 
ings  followed,  which  would  have  iffued  in  a  final  decifivc 
judgment  carried  into  execution,  and  probably  have 
proved  fatal  to  the  plantation,  if  the  change  of  affairs  in 
England  had  not  prevented.  Upon  this  change,  the 
colony  became  a  favorite.  The  principal  men  were  the 
intimate  friends  of  the  leading  members  of  parliament, 
Pym,  Hambden,  &c.  who  had  been  engaged  with  them, 
and  from  time  to  time  were  expected  to  join  them, 
Whilft  Cromwell  ruled,  he  (hewed  them  all  the  indul- 
gence they  deftred. 

From 
t  This  was  a  very  fenfible  letter,  and  I  intended  to  have  printed 

it,  bat  it  was  unfortunately  deftroyed, 
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From  1640  to  1660  they  approached  very  near  tb 
Art  independent  commonwealth  ;  and,  during  this  period, 
compleated  a  fyftem  of  laws  and  government,  the  plan 
of  which  they  had  before  laid  and*  began  to  execute. 
In  this  they  departed  from  their  charter ;  and  inftead 
of  making  the  laws  of  England  the  ground  work  of  their 
code,  they  preferred  the  laws  of  Mofes ;  and,  notwith- 
standing the  charter  knew  no  reprefentative  body,*  they 
eftablifhed  one ;  and,  although  it  gave  them  no  power 
to  judge  and  determine  capital  offences,  they  gave  this 
power  to  the  judicatories  they  erected.  This  lad  pro- 
vifion  became  neceffary,  from  their  diftance  from  the  judi- 
catories in  England  ;  but  I  know  not  how  to  excufe  the 
perfecution  of  all  who  could  not  conform  to  their  reli- 
gious eftabliihment,  when  their  charter  granted  toleration 
to  all  chriftians,  except  papifts. 

For  the  firft  30  years,  although  the  governor  and 
affiftants  were  annually  chofen  by  the  body  of  the  peo- 
ple, yet  they  confined  the'mfelves  to  the  principal  gentle- 
men of  family,  eftate,  imderftanding  and  integrity ;  but, 
as  one  faid,  who  lived  at  that  time  when  King  Charles 
commanded  them  to  fill  up  their  numbers  in  government, 
which  they  had  neglefted,  the  new  perfons  impowered 
were  Dii  minorum  gentium ;  and  one  of  their  divines 
told  them  in  public  they  were  in  danger  of  being 
undone   by  creeping  flatefmen. 

Upon  the  reftoration,  not  only  epifcopalians, bat  bap- 
tifts,  quakers,Gortoniils,&c.f  preferred  complaints  againft 
the  colony ;  and  although,  by  the  intereft  of  the  Earl  of 
Manchefter  and  Lord  Say,  their  old  friends,  and  of  fe- 
cretary  Morrice,  all  puritans,  King  Charles  confirmed 
their  charter,  yet  he  required  a  toleration  in  religion  and 
an  alteration  in  civil  matters,  neither  of  which  were  fully 

B  2  complied 

*  Douglafs  in  his  Summary  p.  409.  1  ft  part,  fpeaks  of  reprefen- 

tatives  of  townftiips  in  the  old  charter.     He  is  erroneous. 
\~  Several  perfons  who  have  obferved  in  the  firft  volume  a  reference 

to  a  mahufcri-pt  hiftory  of  the  trial  of  Mrs.  Hutchinfon,  for  her 

religious  tenets,  exprefTed  their  concern  that  it  was  not  printed, 

/we  fhall  give  it  a  place  in  the  appendix  to  this  volueae* 
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complied  with.  The  heirs  of  Ferdinando  Gorges  and 
of  John  Mafon  alio  complained,  that,  by  a  liberal  con- 
ftruction,  the  MafTachufets  had  extended  their  bounds  to 
comprehend  the  provinces  of  Main  aud  New-Hampfhire. 
Commiflioners  were  fent  over  in  1665,  to  fettle  the 
bounds  of  the  colonies  and  to  mike  enquiry  into  their 
Hate  in  general.  The  MafTachufets  denied  their  au- 
thority, and  pronounced  the  commiffion  a  violation  of 
their  charter. 

Notwithstanding  the  acts  of  parliament  for  re- 
gulating and  retraining  the  plantation  trade,  a  conflant 
trade  was  carried  on  with  foreign  countries  for  contra- 
band and  enumerated  commodities.  This  gave  great 
offence.  There  was  no  cuftom-houfc.  The  governor 
was  the  naval  officer,  with  whom  or  his  deputy  all  veffels 
entered  and  cleared.  The  governor,  being  annually 
elected  by  the  people,  was  the  more  eafily  difpofed  to 
comply  with  popular  opinions.  It  feems  to  have  been 
a  general  opinion  that  acts  of  parliament  had  no  other 
force,  than  what  they  derived  from  acts  made  by  the 
general  court  to  efiablifh  or  confirm  them.  This  could 
not  confift  with  the  charter.  By  this,  they  could  make 
jio  laws  repugnaut  to  the  laws  of  England.  J  Had  the 
corporation  continued  within  the  realm,  as  was  intended, 
the  company  and  every  member  mult  undoubtedly  have 
been  fubject  to  the  law  of  the  land.  Upon  complaint 
made  by  Edward  Randolph,  who  firft  came  over  in  1676, 
and  by  repeated  orders  from  the  crown  to  conform  to  the 
acts  of  trade,  they  paffed  an  act  or  law  of  the  colony, 
declaring  that  thofe  acts  fhould  be  executed  there.  For 
feveral  years,  they  were  threatned  with  the  lofs  of  their 
charter.  Randolph  was  unwearied  in  folliciting  again  ft 
them.§  By  repeated  addreffes  and  agencies,  they  en- 
deavoured 

J  This  claufe  has  been  conftrued,  by  fome,  in  another  colony 
(Rhode  Ifland)  to  intend  the  common  law  only,  and  not  ftatutes, 
efpecially  notfuch  as  were  made  after  the  date  of  their  charter. 

§  Mr.  Randolph  had  the  principal  (hare  in  bringing  forward  the 
quo  warranto  againft  the  charter,-  which  feems  ta  have  ren- 
dered 
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deavonred  to  exculpate  themfelves,  but  to  no  purpofe. 
In  1 684,  by  a  judgment  or  decree  in  chancery,  their 
charter  was  declared  forfeited,  and  their  liberties  were 
feized  into  the  King's  hands ;  and  whatever  opinion  fome 
had  formed,  that  their  fubjeclion  depended  upon  mutual 
compact  between  the  crown  and  the  colony,  they  were 
forced  to  fubmit  to  fuperior  power  and  to  fuch  form  of 
government  as  King  Charles  the  fecond  and  his  fuccefTor  v 
King  James  thought  fit  to  eftablifh.  Upon  the  firft 
advice  of  the  landing  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  they  re- 
aflumed  their  charter,  and  earneftly  fcllicited  a  re-efta- 
bliihment  of  it,  with  fome  neceffary  additional  powers : 
but  the  King  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  confent  to 
it.  A  new  charter  was  obtained ;  from  the  arrival  of 
which,  this  fecond  part  of  their  hiftory  is  to  be  carried  on. 

But  before  we  proceed,  it  will  be  proper  to  obferve 
the  diiference  between  the  new  and  the  old  charter, 
with  refpecl  to  the  territory  and  to  the  powers  of  go- 
vernment. The  new  province  contained  the  whole  of 
the  old  colony,  without  any  deduction  or  referve ;  and 
to  this  were  added  the  old  colony  of  New  Plimouth,  the 
province  of  Main,  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  all 
the  country  between  the  province  of  Main  and  Nova 
Scotia,  as  far  northward  as  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  alfo 
Elizabeth  iflands,  and  the  iflands  of  Nantucket  and  Mar- 
tha's Vineyard.  A  vaft  ex pofed  frontier  mud  bring  heavy 
burthens  upon  a  government.  In  the  courfe  of  fixty 
years,  the  province  of  Maffachufets-Bay  hath  been  at 
greater  expence  and  hath  loft  more  of  its  inhabitants  than 
all  the  other  colonies  upon  the  continent  taken  together. 

The  two  colonies  of  Mafia chufets-Bay  and  New  Pli- 
mouth were  tolerably  well  peopled ;  but  the  province  of 

B  3  Main 

dered  him  odious, more  than  the  (bare  he  had  in  the  fucceeding 
adminiftration  as  one  of  Sir  Edmund's  council.  When  he  was 
impriibned  and  applied  for  bail,  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives, 
June  2c.  1689,  voted  «*  that  \Tr.  Ed\yard  Randolph  is  not 
bailable,  he  having  broke  a  capita!  law  of  this  colony  in  en- 
deavouring and  accomplilhittg  the  fubvcifion  of  our  govern- 
ment, a,nd  having  been  an  evil  councellor." 
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Main  had  never  been  flocked  with  inhabitants;  and,jui\ 
before  the  new  incorporation,  had  been  depopulated  by 
the  wars  with  French  and  Indians.  The  whole  province 
of  Nova  Scotia  was  destitute  of  Britifh  inhabitants;  and 
although  there  were  feveral  thonfand  French,  who  had 
been  lately  conquered,  yet  they  were  a  burden,  and  there 
could  be  no  dependence  placed  upon  their  fidelity.  From 
the  time  of  the  conqueft  of  Nova  Scotia,  the  MafTachu- 
fets  colony  had  confidered  the  inhabitants  as  part  of  the 
colony,  and  had  given  commifTions  and  inftructions  to 
perfons  for  the  exercife  of  government  there.  All  the 
lands,  between  the  province  of  Main  and  Nova  Scotia, 
were  uninhabited,  except  at  and  near  Pemaquid,  where 
there  were  a  few  fcattering  Englifti ;  and  upon  the  prin- 
cipal rivers,  the  Penobfcot,  Mac  bias  and  Norridgavvock 
Indians  had  their  wigwams.  The  bounds  of  this  vad 
territory  were  underftood,  to  be  the  river  Saint  Lawrence 
on  the  north,  the  colonies  of  Rhode  Iiland  and  Connec- 
ticut on  the  fouth,  the  atlantic  on  the  eaft,  and  the  fouth 
fea  on  the  weft ;  but  within  thefe  limits  lay  the  pro- 
vinces of  New  Hampfhire*  and  New  York.  In  the 
controverfies  with  feveral  of  the  other  governments,  it 
has  been  urged  againft  the  MafTachnfers,  that  their  wef- 
tern  boundary  could  be  extended  no  farther  than  where 

the 

*  Whilft  the  event  of  the  MafTachufets  follieitations  was  uncer- 
tain, New  Hampfhire  lay  Hill.  Samuel  Allen,  who  claimed  ihe 
foil  by  purchafe  from  John  Mafon's  heirs,  was  in  expectation 
of  a  commiffion  for  the  government  alfo,  and  oppofed  the  mo- 
tion of  the  MafTachufets  agent  for  including  New  Hampfhire  in 
the  fame  charter  with  the  MafTachufets,  &c.  alledging  that  the 
inhabitants  were  averfe  to  it.  As  foon  as  the  tenor  of  the  char- 
ter was  known,  addreffes  were  fent  over  to  Sir  Henry  Afhurfl 
from  the  affembly  of  New  Hampfhire,  and  from  the  inhabitants 
in  general,  praying  that  his  Majefly  would  annex  them  to  Maf- 
fachufcts  government.  Encouragement  to  hope  for  fuccefs 
was  given  by  Lord  Nottingham,  but  the  King,  however  friendly 
to  the  liberties  of  the  nation,  was  !efs  difpofed  to  enlarge  the 
privileges  of  the  colonics  than  fome  of  his  minifters.  This 
plainly  appeared  to  the  MafTachufets  agents.  It  was  6nally  de- 
termined that  New  Hampfhire  fhould  be  under  the  fame  gover- 
?.v    .v\vh  th«  M-'iFidraiciSj,  &ut  iv?t  yrlth,  the  fkme  privileges 
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the  line  met  with  Rhode  Ifland  or  Connecticnr.  The 
words  in  the  charter  are,  "  from  the  atlantic  towards  the 
u  fouth  fea  or  weftward  as  far  as  the  colonies  of  Rhode 
"  Ifland,  Connecticut  and  the  Naraganfet  country." 
The  Maflachufets  colony  was  the  northern  boundary  of 
Rhode  Ifland  and  Connecticut;  it  was  impoflible  there- 
fore, the  new  province  which  contained  the  whole  of  the 
old  colony  fhould,  generally,  be  bounded  weft  upon  either 
of  thofe  colonies;  and  it  would  be  a  ftrange conftruction, 
to  fuppofe  a  corner  of  Rhode  Ifland  colony,  which  is  but 
a  few  miles  from  the  atlantic,  to  be  the  utmoft  limits  the 
province  was  to  extend  weftward  ;  for  it  could  then  con- 
tain but  a  very  fmall  part  of  the  old  colony  of  Mafla- 
chufets, whereas  the  whole  is  exprefly  included.  The 
only  fenfe  the  words  can  bear,  undoubtedly,  is  this,  viz. 
that  the  province  fhall  extend  as  far  towards  the  fouth 
fea  or  weftward  as  Rhode  Ifland  or  Connecticut  do  ex- 
tend. Naraganfet  country,  although  it  lies  between 
Rhode  Ifland  and  Connecticut,  is  mentioned  after  Con- 
necticut, becaufe  it  was  then  claimed  by  that  colony,  as 
within  the  bounds  of  their  charter;  and  i he  Maflachu- 
fets agents  favoured  that  claim,  and  confidered  it  as  an 
appendage  to  Connecticut-. 

The  Governor,  under  the  old  charter,  altho'  he  car- 
ried great  porte  (fodoes  the  Doge  of  Venice)  yet  his  fhare 
in  the  adminiftrationwas  little  more  than  that  of  any  one 
of  the  aniilants.  He  had  the  power  of  calling  the  gene- 
ral court  upon  urgent  occafions,  fo  had  the  deputy  gover- 
nor or  major  part  of  the  afliflants,  if  the  governor  did 
not  think  fit  to  do  it;  but  he  could  not  adjourn,  pro- 
rogue or  diflblve  the  court ;  the  vote  of  the  major  part 
of  the  whole  court  was  neceffary.  He  voted  with  the 
afliftants,  and  if  there  was  an  equal  vote,  his  vote  was 
twice  counted  to  make  a  caftin^  vote.  He  nave  com- 
millions  to  civil  and  military  officers,  but  this  was  meerly 
a  minifterial  <t,  in  which  nothing  was  left  to  his  dis- 
cretion, all  officers  being  elected  by  the  general  court. 
Under  the  new  charier,  there  mult  be  an  annual  meeting 
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of  the  general  court,  on  the  laft  wednefday  in  May  -t 
but  the  governor  calls  an  affembly  at  any  other  times  he 
thinks  proper,  and  adjourns,  prorogues  and  diffolves  at 
pleafure,  He  has  no  vote  in  the  legislature,  and  does 
not,  or  regularly  fhould  not,  intereil  bimfelf  in  matters 
in  debate,  in  council,  or  in  the  houfe  ;  but  no  act.  of 
government  is  valid  without  his  confent.  He  has  the 
appointment  of  all  military  officers,  folely,  and  of  all 
officers  belonging  to  the  courts  of  juftice,  with  the  con- 
fent of  the  council  ;  other  civil  officer*  are  elected  by 
the  two  houfes,  and  he  has  his  negative;  no  money  can 
HTue  out  of  the  tresfury  hut  by  his  warrant,  with  the 
advice  and  confent  of  the  council. 

The  affiftants  or  councillors,  under  the  old  charter, 
were  annually  elected  by  the  votes  of  all  the  freemen  in 
the  colony  ;  they  were  not  only,  with  the  governor,  one 
of  the  two  branches  of  legiilature,  but  the  fupreme  exe- 
cutive court  in  all  civil  and  criminal  caufes,  except  in 
fuch  cafes  where,  by  the  laws,  an  appeal  was  allowed  to 
the  general  court.  The  new  charter  provides,  that 
upon  the  laft  wednefday  in  May  annually,  twenty  eigh; 
councellors  (hall,  by  the  general  court  or  aflembly,  be 
newly  chofen.  At  the  firft  election,  it  was  made  a 
cjueftion,  whether,  by  the  general  court  or  affembly, 
was  intended  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  only,  or  the 
whole  three  branches,  and  it  is  handed  down  to  vis,  by 
tradition,  that  after  fome  time  fpent  in  melfages  and  re- 
plies, the  council  of  the  former  year  gave  up  the  point, 
and  fent  Major  Walley,  one  cf  their  number,  to  acquaint 
the  houfe  with  it  ;  but  when  he  came  to  the  door  he 
heard  the  Speaker  putting  the  queflion  to  the  houfe, 
and  finding  they  had  conceded  to  the  council*  he  return- 
ed without  delivering  his  mefTage  ;  and  a  committee 
coming  foon  after  from  the  houfe  to  bring  up  the  vote, 
the  council,  by  this  accident,  retained  a  privilege  which 
they  have  been  in  the  exercife  of  ever  iince  -y  j  arid,  no 

doubt, 

\  It  fcems  by  the  records  that  the  gavcrnojc  voted  this  year  w.'.b. 
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itanbt,  it  is  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  this,  that  any 
great  change  in  the  council  has  been  rarely  effected, 
even  when  there  have  been  very  warm  altercations  be- 
tween the  two  houfes  the  preceding  year.  It  is  very 
difficult  to  form  a  fecond  branch  of  legiflature,  analogous 
to  the  fecond  branch  in  the  Britifli  conftitution.  The 
colonies  are  not  ripe  for  hereditary  honours,  otherwife 
there  feems  no  more  room  for  exception  to  them  there, 
than  in  Ireland.  In  the  charter  governments,  of 
Connecticut  and  Rhode  Ifland,  this  branch  is  more  de- 
pendent upon  the  people  in  general,  than  the  houfe  of 
reprefentatives ;  the  firft  being  elected  by  the  freemen  in 
general,  the  laft  by  the  freemen  of  their  feveral  towns ; 
and  there  have  been  inftances,  in  thofe  colonies,  where 
the  reprefentatives  have  had  virtue  enough  to  withfland 
popular  prejudices,  when  the  council  have  not.  In  the 
royal  governments,  as  they  are  called,  the  council  can 
fcarcely  be  confidered  as  a  diftinct  branch  ;  frequently 
they  receive  their  appointment  from  the  recommendation 
of  the  governor ;  they  are  always  liable  to  be  fufpend- 
ed  by  him,  and  if  it  be  without  fufficient  caufe,  the 
remotenefs  of  the  colonies  from  the  place  where  redrefs 
h  to  be  obtained,  and  the  expence  of  folliciting  it,  are, 
very  often,  fufficient  to  difcourage  from  applying  for  it. 
In  the  JVlafTachufetts,  this  branch  is  dependent  both  upon 
the  governor  and  people,  and  we  have  feen,  at  different 
times,  the  influence  of  the  one  or  the  other  over  this 
branchy  according  to  the  degree  of  fpirit  and  refolution 
which  has  refpectively  prevailed.  We  have  feen  inftan- 
ces alfo  of  councillors,  who  have  had  fortitude  enough 
to  refift  an  undue  influence  from  either,  and  who  from 
year  to  year  have  had  violent  oppofition  to  their  election. 
We  have  feen  fo  many  good  men  members,  that  I  may 
not  give  the  epithet  to  this  branch  which  is  fomeumes 
ufed  for  the  fmall  boroughs  in  England.  But  we  have 
often  feen,  that  the  mod  likely  way  to  fecure  a  feat  for 
many  years  is  to  be  of  no  importance,  and  therefore  it 
$)i! ft  be  pronpurrced  defective.     Neither  in  the  Maffa- 

chufets 
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chufets,  nor  in  the  royal  governments,  do  we  meet  witb 
that  gjorious  independence,  which  makes  the  houfe  of 
Lords,  the  bulwark  of  the  Britifh  conftituf  ion,  and  which 
has  fometimes  faved  the  liberties  of  the  people  from 
threatned  encroachments,  and  at  other  time  put  a  flop 
to  advances  making  upon  the  royal  prerogative. 

The  reprefentatives,  under  the  old  charter,  were 
elected  by  freemen  only  ;  under  the  new,every  freeholder 
of  forty  (hillings  fieri,  a  year  is  a  voter,  and  fo  is  every 
other  inhabitanr  who  has  forty  pounds  fterling  perfonal 
eftate.  The  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  was  at  firft  elected 
and  took  his  place  without  any  notice  to  the  governor  ; 
and  for  many  years  after  the  prefent  charter,  there  wa^ 
only  the  formality  of  notice,  until  difputes,  upon  other 
points  with  the  governor,  caufed  him  to  infill  upon  his 
right  of  negativing  the  fpeaker,  which  the  houfe  was 
obliged,  after  a  long  flruggle,  to  fubmit  to. 

We  find  nothing,  in  the  new  charter,  of  an  ecclefiafli- 
caj  conftitution.  Liberty  of  confeience  is  granted  to  all, 
except  Papifts.  The  agent  fuppofed,  that  the  power, 
given  to  the  general  court  to  make  laws,  was  fuiHcient 
for  fupporting  and  encouraging  fuch  modes  of  worfhip 
and  fuch  form  of  church  government  as  fhould  be  moil: 
agreeable  to  the  inhabitants  in  generai.J  At  the  firft 
feffion  of  the  general  court,  an  acl  panned,  eftablifhing  all 
the  local  laws  of  the  Maffachufets  province,  until  other 
provifion  fhould  be  made.  By  this  law, the  platform  of 
church  difcipline,  among  the  other  laws,  was  efiabliihed, 
but  the  law  was  difapproved  in  England.  At  the  next 
feffipn,  by  another  law,  it  was  enacted,  M  that  the  refpec- 
a  tive  churches,  in  the  feveral  towns  within  this  province, 
"  fliall,  at  all  times  hereafter,  ufe,  exercife  and  enjoy  all 
"  their  privileges  and  freedoms,  refpecling  divine  worfhip, 

"  church 
X  Religion  Is  fecured,  for  liberty  is  granted  to  all  men  to  worfhip 
God  after  that  manner,  which,  in  their  confeiences,  they  fhall 
be  perfuaded  is  the  moft  fcriptural  way.  The  general  court 
may,  by  laws,  encourage  and  protect  that  religion  which  is 
the  general  profeffion  of  the  inhabitants  there.  /»c.  Mather i 
account  of  b'-s  negotiations. 
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i:  church  order  and  difcipline,  and  (hall  be  encouraged  in 
f  the  peaceable  and  regular  profefnon  and  practice 
"  thereof."  An  attempt  was  foon  made,  to,  continue  the 
practice  of  an  appeal  to  the  general  court  in  controverfies 
upon  ecclefiaftical  matters.  A  great  part  of  the  church 
and  inhabitants  of  §alem  village,  petitioned  the  general 
court  to  appoint  an  ecclefiaftical  council  to  fettle  a  coh- 
troverfy  with  Mr.  Paris,  the  minifter,  but  the  court  re- 
fufed.  There  have  been  inftances  of  the  general  court's 
interpofing,  fo  far  as  to  recommend  an  ecclefiaftical 
council ;  and  fometimes  committees  hgye  been  appointed 
by  the  court,  for  the  fake  of  preferving  or  reftoring 
peace,  profeffing,  rather  to  adviie  than  enjoin  meafures, 
but  exceptions  have  generally  been  taken  to  fuch  votes 
or  orders  of  court,  as  irregular,  and  not  confiding  with 
the  dignity  of  the  fupreme  legislative  authority  of  the 
province.  Synods  were  occafionaily  called,  under  the 
old  charter.  Some  fteps  were  taken  for  calling  a  fynod 
about  thirty  years  after  the  new  charter  arrived,  but  a 
royal  inftruclion  prevented  any  further  prpgrefs. 

If  the  flrft  commivlions  from  the  crown,  to  the  go- 
vernor of  any  colony,  and  the  form  of  government  pre- 
fcribed  by  fuch  commifTions,  are  a  precedent  to  be  fol- 
lowed in  all  fucceeding  commiffions,  and  a  fyftem  of  laws 
once  approved  by  the  crown  cannot  be  repealed  (all  which 
is  contended  for  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  royal  govern- 
ments) the  charter  to  theMaffachufets  was  not  fo  great  a 
boon  as  our  forefathers  generally  imagined,  the  material 
difference  in  the  conftitutions,  being  in  the  fecond  branch, 
only,  of  the  legislature  ;*  but  ir  is  certain,  that,  at  the 

time 
*  "  The  MafTachufets  agents  confidering  that  a  naked  reftitution 
of  their  charter,  in  which  fo  many  of  the  necefTary  powers  of 
government  were  omitted,  would  not  fervc  their  turn,  put  in 
their  prayer  for  additional  powers  fpecially  named,  which  being 
obferved  by  the  Lords  were  fetdown  in  their  report,  and  upon 
the  whole  matter  it  was  refolved,  that  their  government  mould 
be  in  all  points  as  in  the  other  plantations,  laving  that  once  ia 
a  year  they  fhould  have  an  election  of  their  counccilors,  who 
(hould  make  the  upper  hou.fe  in  all  general  aiTetnblics."  M.  S , 
fetter  1694. 
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time  of  granting  the  charter,  it  was  deemed  a  muck 
greater  fecurity  to  the  people  for  the  enjoyment  of  the 
privileges  granted  by  it,  than  they  could  have  had  mere- 
ly from  a  royal  temporary  commifllon  to  a  governor. 

The  diftrefs  of  the  people,  at  the  time  of  the  arrival 
of  the  charter,  is  reprefented  to  have  been  peculiarly  great. 
The  fea  coaft  was  infefled  with  privateers,  fo  that  few 
veflels  could  efcape  them  ;  the  inland  frontiers  eafl  and 
weft  were  continually  harraffed  by  French  and  Indian 
enemies  ;  a  late  expedition  again!!  Canada  had  expofed 
the  province  to  the  relcntment  of  France,  the  effects  of 
which  were  from  time  to  time  expected  ;  the  fame  expe- 
dition brought  fo  heavy  a  debt  upon  the  governmenr,that 
it  required  all  the  /kill  of  the  adminiihation  to  fupport 
the  public  credit,  and  to  procure  farther  fuppiies  for 
carrying  on  the  war ;  a  ftrong  party  in  the  government 
had  oppofed  every  other  meafure,  except  the  adhering 
to  the  old  charter,  and  was  now  dilfatisrled  with  the 
acceptance  of  the  new;  but  the  greateft  misfortune  was, 
an  apprehenfion  that  the  devil  was  let  loofe  among  them, 
that  many  had  entred  into  a  league  with  him,  and 
others  were  afflicted,  tormented  and  the  fubjects  of  diabo- 
lical rage  and  fury.  The  minds  of  people  in  general 
were  feized  with  gloom  and  horror.  The  greater  part 
were  credulous  and  believed  all  they  heard,  and  expec- 
ted by  and  by  their  own  turn;  the  few,  who  believed 
the  whole  to  be  an  impofture  ordelufion,  were  afraid  to 
difcover  their  fentiments,  lead  fome  who  pretended  to  be 
bewitched  fhould  accufe  them,  and  in  fuch  cafe  there  was 
no  room  to  hope  for  favour. 

Sir  William  Phips  arrived  at  Bofton  with  the  charter 
Saturday  the  1 4th  of  May,  towards  evening.  On  Monday 
he  was  conducted  from  his  houfe  to  the  town-hoofe,  by 
the  regiment  of  Bollon,  the  military  companies  of  Charles- 
town,  the  maaiftrates,  minifters  and  principal  gentlemen 
©f  Bofton  ai.d  the  adjacent  towns,     The  charter  was 
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firft  publiflied,  then  the  governor's  commiffion  ;*  and  1692 
thereupon  thevenerable,  old  charter, governor  Bradftreet 
refigned  the  chair  ;  I  dare  to  fay,  not  without  a  deep 
figh  from  many  of  the  fpeclators.  After  publishing  the 
lieutenant  governor's  commifiion,  and  adminiftering  the 
oaths,  the  governor  was  conducled,  with  the  fame  pa- 
rade, to  the  place  appointed  for  a  publick  dinner,  and 
from  thence  to  hishoufe  again.f  By  the  firft  fliips,  letters 
from  the  governor  and  council  were  fent  to  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury,  the  Earl  of  Nottingham,  and  the 
Countefs  of  Sutherland, Hugh  Bofcawen,  John  Hambden, 
and  Francis  Charlton  Efqrs.  thankfully  acknowledging 
the  favour  Mr.  Mather  the  agent  had  received  from  them 
and  the  afte&ion  which  they  had  difcovered  to  the  inte- 
refl  of  their  Ma  jellies  fubjects  in  the  province.  At  the 
firft  general  council  for  the  appointment  of  (heriffs  jufti- 
ces  and  other  civil  officers,  the  governor  either  mifcon- 
ceived,  or  was  prevailed  upon  to  give  up,  the  powers 
which  belonged  to  him  by  charter,  the  council  nominat- 
ing or  chufing  the  officers,  and  the  governor  giving  his 
confent.  This  practice  would  have  leffened  the  weight 
and  influence  of  the  governor.  It  was  not  fuffered  long 
to  continue.  After  the  vacating  the  colony  laws  under 
the  old  charter,  by  the  publication  of  the  new  charter, 
there  was  room  to  queftion  what  was  the  rule  of  law  in 

civil 
*  Sir  William,  by  his  commiffion,  was  appointed  captain-general 
ovrr  the  colonies  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode-Ifland,  and  it  is  faid 
went  to  the  laft  named  government  foon  after  his  arrival  at  Bof- 
ton,in  order  to  fettle  the  militia  there.  He  divided  the  colony 
into  regiments,  and  a  great  number  of  military  commiffions  were 
fent  up  to  Col.  Sanford,  who  was  intended  to  be  the  chief  mili- 
tary officer  of  the  colony  ;  but  there  bring  no  law  of  the  colony 
to  e  -join  fubmiffion,  no  regard  was  paid  to  them  by  the  people, 
and  mod  of  the  officers  refufed  to  take  the  commiffions.  Tlvs 
probably  was  thereafon  the  government  there  gave  themfelves 
but  little  concern.  Mr  Dudley  afterwards  attempted  to  ex- 
ercii'e  the  Bfrrre  authority  with  as  little  fuccefs. 
f  The  ceremony  was  opened  wirh  prayer  by  Mr.  Alien,  a  mini- 
Pier  of  Burton,  and  concluded  in  like  manner  byMr.  Morton, 
a  rflSSftelff  Charleftown.  Some  of  the  Spirit  of  *he  old  charter 
remained. 
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;6q2.  civil  and  criminal  matters,  and  how  far  the  common  law 
and  what  ftatutes  took  place.  The  council,  appointed 
by  the  charter,-)-  were  to  continue  until  May  1693,  and 

fo 

*  The  council  appointed  by  the  new  charter  were — Simon  Brad- 
fireet,    John  Richards,    Nathanael  Sallonjlall,    Wait  Winthrop  t 
John  Phillips,  Jamet  Rujfell,  Samuel  Senvall,  Samuel  Applet  on, 
Bartholomew  Gedney,  John  Hawthorn,  EHJha  Hutchinfon, Robert 
Pike,  Jonathan  Curwin,  John  Joyliffe,  Adam  Winthrop,  Richard 
Middlecot,   John  Fofter,  Peter  Serjeant,    Jofeph  Lynd,  Samuel 
Hayman,  Stephen  Mafon,  Thomas  Hinkley,  William  Bradford, 
John  Walley,  Barnabas  Lothrop,  Job  Alcot,  Samuel  Daniel,  and 
Silvanus  Davis.     Thofe  in  italici,  had  been  afliftants  in  Malla- 
chufets  or  Plimouth  colonies.     Bradftreet  was  an  old  fenator, 
having  been  in  conftant  fervice,  except  in  Dudley's  and  Androfs's 
•dminiftration,  for  62  years.     Richards,  although  he  came  in- 
to the  country  in  low  circumftances  (Randolph,  in  one  of  his 
letters,  fays  he  was  a  fervant)  yet  became  an  opulent  merchant 
in  Bofton,  had  been  employed  as  agent  with  Dudley,   but  re- 
mained fteady  to  what  was  called  the  country  intereft.     Salton- 
ftall  was  the  grandfon  of  Sir  Richard,  and  the  father  of  Gurdon 
Saltonftall,  afterwards  governor  of  Connecticut.     He  lived  at 
Haverhill.     Wait  Winthrop  was  the  fon  of  the  firft  governor 
of  Connecticut  and  New-Haven  colonies  united,  and  grandfon 
of  the  firft  governor  ef  Maflachufets.     He  was  originally  of 
Connecticut,  and  not  long  before  removed  to  Bofton,  and  was 
one  of  Androfs's  council.     Phillips  and  RufTel  were  both  of 
Charleftown  ;  the  latter  the  fon  of  Richard  RufTel,  chofen  affif- 
tant  in  1659.     Sewall  was  originally  of  Newbury,  but  had  lived 
feveral  years  at  Bofton.     Appleton,  of  Ipfwich.     Gedney  and 
Hawthorn,  of  Salem  ;  the  latter,fon  of  William  Hawthorn,  the 
firft  fpeaker  upon  record,  and  afterwards  an  afliftant.     Hut- 
chinfon  was  a  merchant  in  Bofton,  fon  of  Edward  Hutchinfon 
who  was  killed  by  the  Indians  in  1675,   and  grandfon  to  Mrs. 
Hutchinfon  who  wasbanifhed  for  her  religious  opinions.     Pike 
was  of  Salifbury,  a  principal  military  officer  there.     Curwin, 
of  Salem,  efteemed,  and  connected  with  the  principal  families 
there.     JoylifFe,  of  Bofton,  had  been  many  years  an  active  fe- 
lectman  and  of  primitive  zeal.     Adam  Winthrop,  (defcended, 
by  a  younger  fon,  from  the  firft  governor)  had  been  very  active 
in  the  revolution  t  He  was   of  Bofton,  as  was  alfo  Middlecot 
who  had  a  good   eftate  in    Warminfter  in  England,  where 
fome  of  his  pofterity  are  now  living.     Fofter  was  a  merchant 
in  Bofton,  of  the  firft  rank,  who  came  not  many  years  before 
from  Ailfbury  ia  England,but  had  a  great  fhare  in  the  manage- 
ment 
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fc  no  fpecial  provifion  was  made  for  a  general  aflembly  1692, 
in  May  1692,  but  writs  hTued  immediately  upon  the 
governor's  arrival,  and  the  court  met  the  8th  of  June 
and  an  acl  parTed,  declaring  that  all  the  laws  of  the  colo- 
ny of  MafTachufets  bay  and  the  colony  of  New-PJimouth, 
npt  being  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  England  nor  incon- 
fiitent  with  the  charter,  fhould  be  in  force,  in  the  refpec- 
tive  colonies,  to  the  10th  of  November  1692,  except 
where  orher  provifion  mould  be  made  by  a&  of  affembly, 
and  all  juftices  of  the  peace  (afliftants,  like  aldermen  of 
London,  were,  ex  officio,  juftices  under  the  old  charter) 
had  the  fame  powers  given  to  them,  in  the  execution  of 
laws,  which  magiftrates  ufed  to  have.  The  confufion, 
the  country  was  in,  from  the  fuppofed  witchcrafts,  feems 
to  have  occafioned  an  adjournment  of  the  general  court 
on  the  2d  of  July,  to  the  fecond  Wednefday  in  October ; 
very  little  public  bufinefs  having  been  done  during 
the  feffion. 

The  great  noife  which  the  New  England  witchcrafts 
made  throughout  the  Englifh  dominions,  proceeded  more 
from  the  general  panick  with  which  all  forts  of  perfons 

/  were 

rnent  of  affairs  from  1689  to  1692.  Serjeant  and  Lynd  were 
alio  of  Bofion.  Hayman,  of  the  province  of  Main.  Mafon 
was  a  merchant  in  London,  a  ze'alous  man  in  the  caufe  of  New 
England,  and  I  fuppofe  his  name  was  inferted  in  the  charter 
from  mere  refpect  and  gratitude,  for  he  never  came  to  New- 
England.  Hinkley  had  been  many  years  governor  of  New 
Plimouth.  Bradford  was  Ton  foGovernorBradford  ;  and  Walley 
and  Lothrop  were  of  good  families  in  that  colony.  Alcot  and 
Daniel,  or,  Donne!},  were  of  the  province  of  Main-.  Davis,  of 
the  country  farther  ea-ft  or  Sagadehoc  ;  he  had  been  comman* 
der  of  the  fort  atCafco,  where  he  was  taken  prifoner  and  car- 
ried to  Canada.  However  dry  this  account  may  appear  to 
fome  readers,  it  may  not  be  disagreeable  to  others,  and  perhaps 
may  excite  a  laudable  ambition  in  fon  e  of  the  defendants  of  the 
firft  m  ;»giltrates  to  merit  the-  honours  of  their  anceftois,  for  altho' 
places  and  titles  in  the  colonies  are  not  hereditary,  yet  ceteris 
paribus^  the  defendants  of  fuch  as  have  done  worthily  have 
form  claim  to  be  diftinguiflied,  "  namji  quis  ab  ineunte  estate 
"  habet  caitfaM  celebritatis  et  nominis,  cut  a  patre  acceptcm 
** in  huttc  aculi  o?nrfium  conjiciuniur."     Cic,  de  Officiiu 
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1692.  were  feized,  and  an  expe&ation  that  the  contagion  would 
fpread  to  all  parts  of  the  country,  than  from  the  number 
of  perfons  who  were  executed,  more  having  been  put  to 
death  in  a  fingle  county  in  England,  in  a  fhort  fpace  of 
time,  than  have  fuffered  in  all  New  England  from  the 
firft  fettlement  until  the  prefent  time.     Fifteen  years  had 
pafled,  before  we  find  any  mention  of  witchcraft  among 
the  Englifh  colonifts.     The  Indians  were   fuppofed  to 
be  worfhippers  of  the  Devil,  and  their  powows  to  be 
wizards.     The  firft  fufpicion  of  witchcraft,  among  the 
Englifli,  was  about  the  year  1 645  ;  at  Springfield,  upon 
Connecticut  river,  feveral  perfons  were  fuppofed  to  be 
under  an  evil  hand,  and  among  the  reft  two  of  the  mini- 
fter's  children.f     Great  pains  were  taken  to  prove  the 
facts  upon  feveral   perfons  charged  with  the  crime,  but 
either  the  nature  of  the  evidence  was  not  fatisfactory,or 
the  fraud  was  fufpected,  and  fo  no  perfon  was  convicted 
until  the  year  1650,  when  a  poor  wretch,  Mary  Oliver, 
probably  weary  of  her  life  from  the  general  reputation 
of  being  a  witch,  after  long  examination  was  brought  to 
confeflion  of  her  guilt,  but  I  do  not  find  that  (lie  was  exe- 
cuted.    Whilft  this  enquiry  was  making,  Margaret  Jones 
was  executed  at  Charleftown  ;*  and  Mr.  Hale  mentions 
a  woman  at  Dorchefter,and  another  at  Cambridge  about 
the  fame  time,   who  all  at  their  death  aflerted  their  in- 
nocence.     Soon    after,    Hugh    Parfons   was    tried   at 
Springfield  and  efcaped  death .{    In  1655,  Mrs.  Hibbihs, 
the  affiftants  widow,  was  hanged  at  Bofton.§     In  1662, 
at  Hartford  in  Connecticut  (about  30  miles  from  Spring- 
field, upon  the  fame  river)  one  Ann  Cole,  a  young  wo- 
man who  lived  next  door  to  a  Dutch  family,  and,  no 
doubt,  had  learned  fomething  of  the  language,  was  fup- 
pofed to  be   pofTefied   with  daemons,  who   fometimes 
fpake  dutch  and  fometimes  englifli,  and  fometimes  a  lan- 
guage which  no  body  underftood,  and  who  held  a  con- 
ference with  one  another.     Several  minifters,  who  were 
prefent,  took  down  the  conference  in  writing,  and  the 

names 
t  Johnfon,    *  Vd^l.  p.  i$o.      %  Id.  p.  179.      §  id.  p.  187. 
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frames  of  feveral  perfons,  mentioned  in  the  courfe  of  the  r$^ 
conference,  as  a&ors  or  bearing  parts  in  it ;  particularly 
a  woman,  then  in  prifon  upon  fufpicion  of  witchcraft, 
one  Greenfmith,  who  upon  examination  confeffed  and 
appeared  to  be  furprized  at  the  difcovery.  She  owned 
that  flie  and  the  others  named  had  been  familiar  with  a 
dsemon,  who  had  carnal  knowledgeof  her,*  and  although 
fhe  had  not  made  a  formal  covenant,  yet  fhe  had  pro- 
mifed  to  be  ready  at  his  call,  and  was  to  have  had  a  high 
frolick  at  Chriftmas,  when  the  agreement  was  to  have 
been  ligned.  Upon  this  confeffion  fhe  was  executed, 
and  two  more  of  the  company  were  condemned  at  the 
fame  time,  f  In  1669,  Sufanna  Martin,  of  Salifbury, 
was  bound  over  to  the  court,  upon  fufpicion  of  witch- 
craft, but  efcaped  at  that  time.  J 

In  1 67 1,  Elizabeth  Knap,  another  ventriloqua,  alarm- 
ed the  people  of  Groton  in  much  the  fame  manner  as 
Ann  Cole  had  done  thofe  of  Hartford  ;  but  her  daemon 
was  not  fo  cunning,  for  inftead  of  confining  himfelf  to 
old  women,  he  rail'd  at  the  good  minifter  of  the  town 
and  other  perfons  of  good  character,  and  the  people 
could  not  then  be  prevailed  on  to  believe  him,  but  believed 
the  girl,  when  (lie  confeffed  (he  had  been  deluded,  and 
that  the  devil  had  tormented  her  in  the  fhape  of  good 
perfons ;  and  fo  (lie  efcaped  the  punifhment  due  to  her 
fraud  and  impofture. 

In  1673,  Eumce  Cole  of  Hampton  was  tried,  and  the 

jury  found  her  not,  legally,  guilty,  but  that  there  were 

ftrong  grounds  to  fufpecT:  her  of  familiarity  with  the  devil. 

Vol.  IL  C  In 

*  The  Egyptians  fuppofe  a  divine  fpirit  may  poflibly  approach  a 
woman  and  produce  in  her  the  principles  of  generation  ;  but 
on  the  other  fide,  that  it  is  impoffible  for  a  man  to  have  any 
fuch  intercourfc  with  a  goddefs.  It  is  however  altogether 
irrational,  to  believe  that  any  god  or  daemon  is  capable  of  a 
fenfual  love  for  human  bodily  form  or  beauty.  Plutarch's 
life  of  Numa. 

t  Jan.  20.  1662,  three  witches  were  condemned  at  Hartford. 
Feb.  24.  After  one  of  the  witches  was  hanged,  the  maid  was 
well.  Gojfe  the  regicide's  diary, 

J  She  fuifsred  death  in  1602. 
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J692.  In  1679,  William  Morfe's  houfe,  at  Newbury,  was 
troubled  with  the  throwing  of  bricks,  (tones,  &c.  and  a 
boy,  of  the  family,  was  fuppofed  to  be  bewitched,  who 
accufed  one  of  the  neighbours;  and  in  1682,  the  houfe 
of  George  Walton,  a  quaker,  at  Portfmouth,  and  another 
houfe  at  Salmon-falls  (both  in  New-Hampfhire)  were 
attacked  after  the  fame  manner. 

In  1683,  the  daemons  removed  to  Connecticut  river 
again,  where  one  Defborough's  houfe  wasmolefted  by  an 
invifible  hand,  and  a  fire  kindled,  no  body  knew  how, 
which  burnt  up  great  part  of  hiseftate;  and  in  1684,  Philip 
Smith,  a  judge  of  the  court,a  military  officer  and  a  repre* 
Tentative  of  the  town  of  Hadley,  upon  the  fame  river, 
(an  hypocondriack  perfon)  fancied  himfelf  under  an  evil 
hand,  and  fufpe&ed  a  woman,  one  of  his  neighbours,  and 
languifhed  and  pitied  away,  and  was  generally  fuppofed 
to  be  bewitched  to  death.  While  he  lay  ill,  a  number 
of  brifk  lads  tried  an  experiment  upon  the  old  woman. 
Having  dragged  her  out  of  her  houfe,  they  hung  her  up 
until  (he  was  near  dead,  let  her  down,  rowled  her  fome 
time  in  the  fnow,  and  at  laft  buried  her  in  it  and  there 
left  her,  but  it  happened  that  (he  furvived  and  the  melan* 
cholly  man  died. 

Notwithstanding  thefe  frequent  inftances  of 
fuppofed  witchcrafts,  none  had  fuffered  for  near  thirty 
years,  in  the  Maflachufets  colony.  The  execution  of 
the  alliftant  or  councilor's  widow  in  1655,  was  dif- 
approved  of  by  many  principal  perfons,  and  it  is  not 
unlikely  that  her  death  faved  the  lives  of  many  other 
inferior  perfons.  But  in  1685,  a  very  circumflancial 
account  of  all  or  mod  of  the  cafes  I  have  mentioned,  was 
publifhed,  and  many  arguments  were  brought  to  convince 
the  country  that  they  were  nodelufions  nor  impoflures, 
but  the  effedts  of  a  familiarity  between  the  devil  and 
fuch  as  he  found  fit  for  his  inftruments  ;  and  in  1 687  or 
1688,  began  a  more  alarming  inftance  than  any  which 
had  preceded  it.  Four  of  the  children  of  John  Good- 
win, a  grave  man  and  a  good  liver  at  the  north  part  of 

Bofton 
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Bofton  were  generally  believed  to  be  bewitched.     I  have  ^92^ 
often  heard  perfons,  who  were  of  the  neighbourhood, 
fpeak  of  the  great  condensation  it  occafioned.    The  chil- 
dren were  all  remarkable  for  ingenuity  of  temper,  had 
been  religiouily  educated  and  were  thought  to  be  with- 
out guile.    The  elded  was  a  girl  of  thirteen  or  fourteen 
years.     She  had  charged  a  laundrefs  with  taking  away 
fome  of  the  family   linnen.     The  mother  of  the  laun- 
drefs was  one  of  the  wild  Irifh,  of  bad  character,  and 
gave  the  girl  harfh  language  ;  foon  after  w7hich  (lie  fell 
into  fits,  which   were  faid  to  have  fomething  diabolical 
in  them.     One  of  her  fillers  and  two  brothers  followed 
her  example  and,  it  is  faid,  were  tormented  in   the  fame 
part  of  their  bodies  at  the  fame   time,   although   kept 
in  feparate  apartments,  and  ignorant  of  one  another's 
complaints.    One  or  two  things  were  faid  to  be  very  re- 
markable; all  their  complaints  were  in  the  day  time,  and 
they  ilepc  comfortably  all  night ;  they  were  (truck  dead 
at  the  fight  of  the  afTembly's  catechifm,  Cotton's  milk  for 
babes,and  fome  other  good  books, but  could  read  in  Ox- 
ford jells,  pbpilli  and  quaker  books,   and   the  common 
prayer,  without  any  difficulty.    Is  it  poflible  the  mind  of 
man  mould  be  capable  of  fuch  ftroiig  prejudices  as  that 
a  fufpicion   of  fraud  mould  not  immediately  arife  ?  But 
attachments  to  modes  and  forms  in  religion  had  fuch  force 
that  fome  of  thefe  circum  fiances  feem  rather  to  have  con- 
firmed the  credit  of  the  children.    Sometimes  they  would 
be  deaf;  then  dumb,  then  blind  ;    and  fometimes   all 
thefe  diforders  together  would  come  upon  them.    Their 
tongues  would  be  drawn  down  their  throats,  then  pulled 
out  upon   their  chins.     Their  jaws,  necks*  fhoulders, 
elbows  and  all  their  joints  would  appear  to  be  diflocated, 
and  they  would  make  mod  piteous  outcries  of  burnings, 
of  being  cut  with  knives,  beat,  &c.   and  the  marks  of    • 
wounds  were  afterwards  to  be  feen.     The  minifters  of 
Bolton  aud  Charleftown  kept  a  day  of  failing  and  prayer 
at  the  troubled  houfe  ;  after  which,   the  youngefr.  child 
made  no  more  complaints.     The  others  per  fevered,  and 

C  2  ihg 
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iq\j2.  the  magiftrates  then  interpofed,  and  the  old  woman  W3s 
apprehended,  but  upon  examination  would  neither  con- 
fers nor  deny,  and  appeared  to  be  difordered  in  her 
fenfes.  Upon  the  report  of  phyficians  that  (he  was 
compos  mentis,  fhe  was  executed,  declaring  at  her  death 
the  children  fhould  not  be  relieved.  The  elded,  after 
this,  was  taken  into  a  minifter's  family,  where,  at  firft,  fhe 
behaved  orderly,  but,  after  fome  time,  fuddenly  fell  into 
her  fits.  The  account  of  her  affliction  is  in  print ; 
fome  things  are  mentioned  as  extraordinary,  which  tum- 
blers are  every  day  taught  to  perform  ;  others  feem 
more  than  natural,  but  it  was  a  time  of  great  credulity. 
The  children  returned  to  their  ordinary  behaviour,  lived 
to  adult  age,  made  profeffion  of  religion,  and  the  affliction 
they  had  been  under  they  publickly  declared  to  be  one 
motive  to  it.  One  of  them  I  knew  many  years  after. 
She  had  the  character  of  a  very  fober  virtuous  woman, 
and  never  made  any  acknowledgment  of  fraud  in 
this  tranfaclion.  The  printed  account  was  publiflied 
with  a  preface  by  Mr.  Baxter,  who  fays,  *  the  evidence  is 
fo  convincing  that  he  mufl  be  a  very  obdurate  fadducee 
who  will  not  believe?*     It  obtained  credit  fufflcient, 

together 

*  In  the  year  1720,  at  Littleton  In  the  county  of  Middlefear,  a 
family  was  fuppofed  to  be  bewitched.  One  J.  B.  had  three 
daughters,  of  11,  9,  and  5  years  of  age.  The  eldeft  was  a  for- 
ward girl,  and  having  read  and  heard  many  ftrange  ftories, 
would  furprize  the  company  where  fhe  happened  to  be,  with 
her  manner  of  relating  them.  Pleafed  with  theapplaufe,  fhe 
went  from  ftories  ihe  had  heard,  to  fome  of  her  own  framing, 
and  lb  on  to  dreams  and  vifions,and  attained  the  art  of  fwoon- 
ing  and  of  being  to  all  appearance  for  fometime  breathlefs. 
Upon  her  revival,  the  would  tell  of  ftrange  things  fhe  had  met 
with  in  this  and  other  worlds.  When  fhe  met  with  the  words, 
C od,  Ckriji,  the  Holy  Ghoft,  in  the  bible,  (he  would  drop  down 
with  icarce  any  figns  or  life  in  her.  Strange  noifes  were  often 
heard  in  and  upon  the  houfe;  Irones  came  down  the  chimney 
and  did  great  milchief.     She  complained  of  the  fpe£re  of  Mrs. 

D y,  a  woman  living  in  the  town  ;  and.  once,  the  mother 

of  the  girl.ftrnck  at  the  place  where  the  faid  D y  was,  and 

the  girl  laid,  you  havcjlruck  her  on  the  belly ,  and  upon  enquiry 


r. 
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together  with  other  preparatives,  to  difpofe  the  whole  tM> 
country  to  be  eafily  impofed  upon  by  the  more  extenfive 
and  more  tragical  fcene,  which  was  prefently  after  afted 
at  Salem  and  other  parts  of  the  county  of  Eflex.  Not 
many  years  before,  Glanvil  publifhed  his  witch  (lories  in 
England;  Perkins  and  other  nonconform! fts  were  earlier; 

C  3  but 

it  was  found,  that  D y  complained  of  a  hurt  in  her  belly 

about  that  time.  Another  time,  the  mother  ftruck  at  a  place, 
where  the  girl  faid  there  was  a  yellow  bird,  and  fhe  told  her 
mother  (he  had  hit  the  fide  of  it's  head  ;  and  it  again  appeared 

that  D y's  head  was  hurt  about  the  fame  time.     It  was 

common  to  find  her  in  ponds  of  water,  crying  out  (lie  mould 
be  drowned  ;  fometimes  upon  the  top  of  the  houfe,  and  fome- 
timesupon  the  tops  of  trees,  where  fhe  pretended  (he  had  flown ; 
and  fome  fancied  they  had  feen  her  in  the  air.  There  were 
often  the  marks  of  blows  and  pinches  upon  her,  which  were 
fuppofed  to  come  from  an  invifible  hand. 
The  fecond  daughter,  after  her  fitter  had  fucceeded  fo  well,  imi- 
tated her  in  complaints  of  1) y,  and  out  did  her  in  feats  of 

running  upon  the  barn,  climbing  trees,  &c.  and,  what  wasmoft 
furprizing,  the  youngeft  attempted  the  fame  feats,  and  in  fome 
inftances  went  beyond  her  fitters.  The  neighbours  agreed 
they  were  under  an  evil  hand,  and  it  was  pronounced  a  piece 
of  witchcraft,  as  certain  as  that  there  ever  had  been  any  at 
Salem  ;  and  no  great  pains  were  taken  to  deteel  the  impofture. 
Phyficians  had  been  at  firft  employed,  but  to  no  purpofe  ;  and 
afterwards  minifters  were  called  to  pray  over  them,  but  with- 
out fuccefs.      At  length  D y,  not  long  after  the   fuppofed 

blows,  took  toner  bed,  and  after  fometime  died,  and  the  two 
eldelt  girls  ceafed  complaining  ;  the  youngeft  held  out  longer. 
but  all  perfifted  in  it,  that  there  had  been  no  fraud.  The 
eldeft,  not  having  been  baptized,  and  being  come  to  adult  a; ;.e. 
defired  and  obtained  baptifm,  and  the  minifter  then  examined 
her  upon  her  conduct  in  the  affair,  and  (he  perfifted  in  her  d>e- 
clarations  of  innocency.  In  1728,  having  removed  to  Med  ford, 
fhe  offered  to  join  the  church  there,  and  gave  a  Tatisf^clory 
account  of  herfelf  to  the  minifter  of  the  town;  but  he  knev. 
nothing  of  the  (hare  (lie  had  in  this  tranfadtion.  The  heni  « 
day  before  fhe  was  to  be  admitted,  he  happened  to  preach  frwna 
this  text,  "  He  that  fpeaketh  lies  JJyall  hot  efcape."  The  v  o 
man  fuppofed  the  fermon  to  be  intended  for  her,  and  went 
the  minifter,  who  told  her  no  body  had  made  any  objection 
againft  her  ;  but  being  determined  to  confefs  her  gr.'it,  fhe 
difclofed  the  fraud  of  herfelf  and  her   fmerr,   and  defies   to 
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1692.  but  the  great  authority  was  that  of  Sir  Matthew  Hale,, 
revered  in  New-England,  not  only  for  his  knowledge  in 
the  law,  but  for  his  gravity   and   piety.     The  trial  of 
the  witches  in  Suffolk  was  publifhed  in  1 684.     AH  thefe 
books  were  in  New-England,   and    the  conformity   be- 
tween the  behavior  of  Goodwin's  children  and  mod  of 
the  fuppofed  bewitched  at  Salem,  and  the  behavior  of 
thofe  in  England,  is  fo  exact,  as  to  leave  no  room  to 
doubt  the  (lories  had  been  read  Ly  the  New-Engla.nd 
perfons  themfelves,  or  had  been  told  to  them  by  others 
who  had  read  them.     Indeed,  this  conformity,  inftead  of 
giving  fufpicion,  was  urged  in  confirmation  of  the  truth 
of  both ;  the  old  England  daemons  and  the  new  being  fo 
much  alike.     The  court  juftiiied  themfelves,  from,  books 
of  law,  and  the  authorities  of  Keble,   Dal  ton  and  other 
lawyers,  then  of  the  firft  character,  who  lay  down  rules 
of  conviction,  as  abfurd  and  dangerous  as  any  which  were 
practifed  in  New-England.     The  trial  of  Richard  Ha- 
theway,  the  impoftor,  before  Lord  Chief  Juflice  Holt, 
was  ten  or  twelve  years  after*     This  was  a  great  dii~ 
couragement  to  profecutions  in  England  for  witchcraft, 
but  an  effectual  flop  was  not  put  to  them,  until  the  act 
of  parliament  in  the  reign  of  his  late  tylajeily.f     Even 

this 
make  a  publick  a cknowle dement,  in  the  face  of  the  church  ; 
and  accordingly  did  fo.  The  two  fillers,  feeing  her  pitied,  had 
become  actors  a!fo  with  her,  without  being  moved  to  it  by  her, 
but  when  fhe  faw  them  follow  her,  they  all  joined  in  the  fecret 
aad   acted  in  concert.      They  had  no  particular  fpite  againft 

D y  ;  but  it  was  neceffary  to   accufe    fomebody,  and    the 

eldeft  having  pitched  upon  her,  the  red  followed.  The  wo- 
man's complaints,  about  the  fame  time  the  girl  pretended  (he 
was  (truck,  proceeded  from  other  caufes,  which  were  not  then 
properly  enquired  into.  Once,  at  leaft,  they  were  in  great  dan- 
ger of  being  detected  in  their  tricks;  but  the  grounds  of  faf- 
picion  were  overlooked,  through  the  indulgence  and  credulity 
of  their  parents.  M.  S.  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tur.ell,  mirJJlsr  of 
Medford. 
\  I  remember  to  Have  heard  a  gentleman,  who  in  other  refpe&s 
was  very  fenfible,  exprefs  his  furprize  upon  the  firtt  news  of 
this  act.  The  parliament,  he  faid,  had  in  efFecl  declared  that 
there  were  no  evil  fpirits,  he  was  afraid  they  would  declare  by 
another  act  that  there  are  no  good  ones.  From 
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this  has  not  wholly  cured  the  common  people,  and  wc  r6o^ 
hear  of  old  women  ducked  and  cruelly  murdered  within 
thefe  laft  twenty  years.  Reproach,  then,  for  hanging  * 
witches,  although  it  has  been  often  cafl  upon  rhe  people 
of  New- England,  by  thofe  of  Old,  yet  it  mud  have  been 
done  with  an  ill  grace.  The  people  of  New-England 
were  of  a  grave  cad,  and  had  long  been  difpofed  to  give 
a  ferious  folemn  conftru<ftion  even  to  common  events  in 
providence ;  bur  in  Old  England,  the  reign  of  Charles 
the  fecond  was  as  remarkable  for  gaiety  as  any  whatfo- 
ever,  and  for  fcepticifm  and  infidelity,  as  any  which 
preceded  it. 

Sir  William  Phips,  the  governor,  upon  his  arrival, 
fell  in  with  the  opinion  prevailing.  Mr.  Stoughton,  the 
lieutenant-governor,  upon  whofe  judgment  great  ftrefs 
was  laid,  had  taken  up  this  notion,  that  although  the 
devil  might  appear  in  the  fhape  of  a  guilty  perfon,yet  he 
would  never  be  permitted  toaffume  the  fliape  of  an  in- 
nocent perfon.  J     This  opinion,   at  firft,    was  generally 

C  4  received. 

From  1694  to  1701,  there  were  11  perfons  tried  for  witches 
before  Lord  chief  jultice  Holt,  all  of  whom  were  acquitted. 
In  Scotland  feven  were  executed  ror  witches  in  1697,  upon  s,he 
teftimony  of  one  girl  about   1 1    years  old. 

J  ■  A  gentleman  of  more  than  ordinary  underftanding,  learning 
and  experience,  defired  me  to  write  to  N.  England  about  your 
trials  and  convictions  oi  witches,  not  being  fatis&ed  with  rkf 
evidence  upon  which  fome  who  have  been  executed  were  found 
guilty  j  he  told  me  that  in  the  time  of  the  great  reformation 
parliament,  a  certain  perfon  or  perfons  had  a  commifiion  to 
difcoverand  profecute  witches.  Upon  thefe  profecutionsraany 
were  executed,  in  at  leaft  one  county  in  England,  until,  at 
length,  a  gentleman  of  eftate  and  of  great  character  for  piety 
was  accufed,  which  put  an  end  to  the  commiffion,  and  the 
judges,  upon  a  re-hearing,  reverfed  many  of  the  judgments  ; 
but  many  lives  had  been  taken  away.  All  that  I  fpeak  with* 
much  wonder  that  any  man,  much  lefs  a  man  of  fuch  abilities, 
learning  and  experience  as  Mr.  Stoughton,  (hould  take  up  a 
perfuafion,  that  the  devil  cannot  allbme  the  likenefs  oi  an 
innocent,  to  afflict  another  perfon.  In  my  opinion,  it  is  a  per- 
fuafion  utterly  deftituie-of  anylolid  realcn  to  render  itfo  much 

as 
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receited.  Some  of  the  mofl  religious  women  who  were 
accufed,  when  they  faw  the  appearance  of  diftrefs  and 
torture  in  their  accufers,  and  heard  their  folemn  decla- 
rations, that  they  faw  the  fliapes  or  fpeclres  of  the  ac- 
cufed afflicting  them,  perfuaded  themfelves  they  were 
witches,  and  that  the  devil,  fome  how  or  other,  although 
they  could  not  remember  how  or  when,  had  taken  pof- 
feflion  of  their  evil  hearts  and  obtained  fome  fort  of 
affent  to  his  afflicting  in  their  fliapes;  and  thereupon^ 
they  thought  they  might  be  juftified  in  confeffing 
themfelves  guilty. 

It  feems,  at  this  day,  with  fome  people,  perhaps 
but  few,  to  be  the  queftion  whether  the  accufed  or 
the  afflicted  were  under  a  preternatural  or  diabolical 
pofTeffion,  rather  than  whether  the  afflicted  were  under 
bodily  diflempers,  or  altogether  guilty  of  fraud  and  im« 
poflure.  As  many  of  the  original  examinations  have 
fallen  into  my  hands,  it  may  be  of  fervice  to  reprefent 
this  affair  in  a  more  full  and  impartial  light  than  it  has 
yet  appeared  to  the  world. 

In 

as  probable,  and  befides,  contradictory  to  man}'  inftanees  of 
facts  in  hiftory.  If  you  think  good,  you  may  acquaint  Mr. 
Stoughton  and  the  other  judges  with  what  I  write.'  Letter 
from  London  to  Inc.  Mat her ,  Jan.  9.  1692-3. 

I  fuppofe  the  long  parliament  muft  be  intended  by  the  great  re- 
formation parliament,  for  in  1644,  1645  and  1646,  one  Mat- 
thew Hopkins  went  from  place  to  place  to  find  out  witches. 
Mr.  Baxter  fays  a  great  number  were  hanged  by  his  difcovery, 
and  that  Mr.  Calamy  went  along  with  the  judges  to  hear 
the  confeffions,  and  to  fee  that  there  was  no  fraud  or  wrong 
done.  Hopkins  fearched  for  teats,  fet  fome  upon  iloois 
or  tables  crofs-legged,  and  kept  them  24  hours  without  meat 
or  drink,  within  which  time  it  was  faid  their  im;ps  would  come 
and  fuck  ;  others  he  tried  by  fwimming  them,  and  at  length 
raifed  the  indignation  of  certain  gentlemen,  who  caufed  him 
to  be  feized,  and  his  hands  and  feet  being  tied,  to  be  thrown 
into  the  water,  where  fortunately  for  him  he  was  proved  to 
be  a  witch  or  wizard  himfelf,  by  his  fwimming  or  floating  up- 
on the  water.  The  country  was  cleared  of  him,  and  fome 
lamented  that  the  experiment  had  not  been  made  fooaer. 
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In  February  169 1-2,  a  daughter  and  a  neice  of  Mr.  1692. 
Parris,  the  minifter  of  Salem*  village,  girls  of  ten  or  ele- 
ven years  of  age,  and  two  other  girls  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, made  the  fame  fort  of  complaints  as  Goodwin's 
children  had  made,  two  or  three  years  before.  The 
phyficians,  having  no  other  way  of  accounting  for  the 
diforder,  pronounced  them  bewitched.  An  Indian  wo- 
man, who  was  brought  into  the  country  from  New  Spain, 
and  then  lived  with  Mr.  Parris,  tried  fome  experiments 
which  {lie  pretended  to  be  ufed  to,  in  her  own 
country,  in  order  to  find  out  the  witch.  This  coming 
to  the  children's  knowledge,  they  cried  out  upon  the 
poor  Indian,  as  appearing  to  them,  pinching,  pricking 
and  tormenting  them  ;  and  fell  into  fits.  Tituba,  the  In- 
dian, acknowledged  that  fhe  had  learned  how  to  find  out 
a  witch,  but  denied  that  fhe  was  one  herfelf.  Several 
private  fails  were  kept  at  theminifter's  houfe,  and  feve- 
ral,  more  public,  by  the  whole  village,  and  then  a  gene- 
ral faft  through  the  colony,  to  feek  to  God  to  rebuke 
Satan  &c.  So  much  notice  taken  of  the  children,  toge- 
ther with  the  pity  and  companion,  expreffed  by  thofe  who 
vifited  them,  not  only  tended  to  confirm  them  in  their 
defign  but  to  draw  others  into  the  like.  Accordingly,  the 
number  of  the  complainants  foon  increafed,  and  among 
them  there  were  two  or  three  women,  and  fome  girls 
old  enough  for  witnefies.  Thefe  had  their  fits  too,  and, 
when  in  them,  cried  our,  not  only  againft  Tituba,  but  a- 
gainfl  Sarah  Ofburn,  a  melancholly  diftra&ed  old  woman, 

and 
*  Douglafs  in  his  fummary  fays,  "  In  Salem  and  its  neighbour- 
hood, en  thufiafm  and  other  nervous  diforders  feem  to  be  en  - 
demial  ;  it  was  the  feat  of  the  New-England  witchcraft  anno 
1692."  I  queftion  whether  he  had  any  other  foundation  for 
this  remark  than  meerjy  this  fcene  of  witchcraft,  which  muft 
be  confidered  as  the  diflemper  of  the  country  in  general,  rather 
than  of  any  particular  town  or  county,  and  had  Mr.  Parris's 
family  lived  in  any  other  part  of  the  province,  perhaps  the 
neighbourhood  would  have  been  as  much  infected  ;  and  no  im- 
preflion  ought  to  be  made  to  the  disadvantage  of  a  lofcrfi  the 
moft  ancient,  and  at  this  day  the  fecond  in^iank  within  the 
province,  and  upon  other  accounts  jull.'y  refpcctahle. 
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1692.  and  Sarah  Good,  another  old  woman  who  was  beck 
rid.  Tituba,  at  length,  confefTed  herfelf  a  witch,  and 
that  the  two  old  women  were  her  confederates  ;  and 
they  were  all  committed  to  prifon  ;  and  Tituba,  upon 
fearch,  was  found  to  have  fears  upon  her  back  which 
were  called  the  devil's  mark,  but  might  as  well  have  been 
fuppofed  thofe  of  her  Spanilh  mafter.  This  commit- 
ment was  on  the  ift  of  March.  About  three  weeks  af^ 
ter,  two  other  women,  of  good  characters  and  church 
members,  Corey  and  Nurfe,  were  complained  of  and 
brought  upon  their  examination  ;  when  thefe  children 
fell  into  fits,  and  the  mother  of  one  of  them,  and  wife  of 
Thomas  Putman,  joined  with  the  children  and  complain- 
ed of  Nurfe  as  tormenting  her;  and  made  mod  terrible 
fhrieks,  to  the  amazement  of  all  the  neighbourhood^ 
The  old  women  denied  every  thing ;  but  were  fent  to 
prifon  ;  and  fuch  was  the  infatuation,  that  a  child  of  Sarah 
Good,  about  four  or  five  years  old,  was  committed  alio, 
being  charged  with  biting  fome  of  the  afflicted  who 
fhewed  the  print  of  fmall  teeth  on  their  arms.  On  April 
3d  Mr.  Parris  took  for  his  text,  "  Have  not  I  chofen  you 
twelve  and  one  of  you  is  a  devil."  Sarah  Cloyfe,  fup- 
pofmg  it  to  be  occafioned  by  Nurfe's  cafe,  who  was  her 
fifter,  went  out  of  meeting.  She  was,  prefently  after, 
complained  of  for  a  witch,  examined  and  committed. 
Elizabeth  Procter  was  charged  about  the  fame  time  : 
Her  hufband,  as  every  good  hufband  would  have  done, 
accompanied  her  to  her  examination,  but  it  cod  the  poor 
man  his  life.  Some  of  the  afflicted  cried  out  upon  him 
alfo,  and  they  were  both  committed  to  prifon. 

Instead  of  fufpech'ng  and  fifting  the  witnefTes,  and 
fuffering  them  to  be  crofs  examined,  the  authority,  to 
fay  no  more,  were  imprudent  in  making  ufe  of  leading 
queilions,  and  thereby  putting  words  into  their  mouths 
or  fullering  others  to  do  it.  Mr.  Parris  was  over  offici- 
ous ;  moll:  of  the  examinations,  although  in  the  prefence 
of  one  or  more  of  the  magiftrates,  were  taken  by  him. 
The  following  examinations,  of  feveral  of  the  accufed, 
may  ferve  as  fpecimens  they  being  generally  nude  in 
i  o  c  kd  Hi  c  m  an  tier.  **■  k 
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"At  a  court  held  at  Salem  nth  April  1692,   by  1692. 

the  honoured   Thomas  Danforth,  Deputy  Governor. 

Q^  John  ;f  who  hurt  you  P  A.  Goody  Procter  firfl, 

and  then  Goody  Cloyfe.     Q.  What  did  ihe  do  to  you  I 

A.  She  brought  the  book  tome.    Q^  John!  tell  the 

truth,  who  hurts  you  ?  Have  you  been  hurt  ?  A.  The 

flrft,  was  a  gentlewoman  I  faw.     Q^  Who  next  ?   A. 

Goody  Cloyfe.     Q^But  who  hurt  you  next  .p  A.  Goody 

Prober.    Q^  What  did  (he  do  to  you  ?  A.  She  choaked 

me,  and  brought  the  book.    Q.  How  oft  did  (he  come 

to  torment  you  ?  A.  A  good  many  times,  {he  and  Goody 

Cloyfe.     Q^  Do  they  come  to  you  in  the  night  as  well 

as  the  day  ?  A.  They  comemoft  in  the  day.  Q^Who  ? 

A.  Goody  Cloyfe  and  Goody  Procter.  Q^  Where  did  fhe 

take  hold  of  you  ?  A.  Upon  my  throat,  to  flop  my  breath. 

Q^  Do  you  know  Goody  Cloyfe  and  Goody  Procter  ? 

A.     Yes,   here  is  Goody  Cloyfe.      (Cloyfe)  when  did 

I  hurt  thee  f  A.  A  great  many  times.     (Cloyfe)  Oh  ! 

you  are  a  grievous  liar.     Q^   What    did   this   Goody 

Cloyfe  do  to  you  f  A.  She  pinched  and  bit  me  till  the 

blood  came,    Q^  How  long  fmce  this  woman  came  and 

hurt  you  }  A.  Yeflerday,  at  meeting.    Q^  At  any  time 

before  ?  A.  Yes  a  great  many  times.     Q^  Mary  Wal~ 

cot  !  who  hurts  you  ?  A.  Goody  Cloyfe.    Q^  What  did 

the  do  to  you  ?    A.  She  hurt  me.     Q^  Did  fhe  bring 

the  book  }  A.  Yes.  Q^  What  was  you  to  do  with  it  r 

A.  1  o  touch  it,  and  be  well. — Then  fhe  fell  into  a  fit. 

Q^  Doth  flie  come  alone  ?    A.  Sometimes  alone,   and 

fometimes  in  company  with   Goody  Nurfe  and  Goody 

Corey,  and  a  great  many  I  do  not  know. — Then  fhe  fell 

into  a   fit  again. — Q^  Abigail   Williams  !  did  you  fee  a 

company  at  Mr.  Parris's  houfe  eat  and  drink  ?  A.  Yes  Sir, 

that  was  their  facrament.     Q^  How  many  were  there  ? 

A.   About  forty,  and  Goody  Cloyfe  and   Goody  Good 

were  their  deacons.     Q^  What  was  it  ?    A.  They  faid 

it  was  our  blood,  and  they  had  it  twice  that  day.  Q^Marv 

Walcot'l 
\r  This  was  Tituba's  hufband,  who  feems  to  have  been  a  cunning 
fellow,  and  to  avoid  being  aceufed  joined  with  the  afflicted. 
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1692.  Walcot !  have  you  feen  a  white  man  ?  Yes  Sir,  a  great 
many  times.  Q^  What  fort  of  man  was  he  ?  A.  A  fine 
grave  man,  and  when  he  came,  he  made  all  the  witches 

to  tremble. Abigail   Williams  confirmed  the   fame, 

and  that  they  had  fuch  a  fight  at  Deacon  IngerfolPs. 
Q^  Who  was  at  Deacon  IngerfolPs  then  ?  A.  Goody 
Cloyfe,  Goody  Nurfe,  Gooey  Corey,  and  Goody  Good. 

• Then  Sarah  Cloyfe  afked  for  water,  and  fat  down 

as  one  feized  with  a  dying  fainting  fit ;  and  feveral  of 
the  afflicted  fell  into  fits,  and  fome  of  them  cried  out, 

Oh  !  her  fpirit  is  gone  to  prifon  to  her  fitter  Nurfe. 

Q^  Elizabeth  Prober  !  you  under  (land  whereof  you  are 
charged,  viz.  to  be  guilty  of  fundry  acts  of  witchcraft ; 
what  fay  you  to  it  ?  Speak  the  truth,  and  fo  you  that 
are  afflicted,  you  muft  fpeak  the  truth,  as  you  will  anfwer 
it  before  God  another  day.  Mary  Walcot  !  doth  this 
woman  hurt  you  ?  A.  I  never  faw  her  fo  as  to  be  hurt 
by  her.  Q^  Mary  Lewis  !  does  (he  hurt  you  ? — Her 
mouth  was  flopped. — Q^  Ann  Putman  !  does  fhe  hurt 
you  ? — She  could  not  fpeak. — Q^  Abigail  Williams ! 
does  flie  hurt  you  ? — Her  hand  was  thrufl  in  her  own 
mouth. — Q^  John  !  does  me  hurt  you  ?  A.  This  is  the 
woman  that  came  in  her  fliift  and  choaked  me.  Q^  Did 
me  ever  bring  the  book?  A.  Yes  Sir.  Q^What  to  do  ? 
A.  To  write.  Q^  What,  this  woman  ?  A.  Yes  Sir. 
Q.  Are  you  fure  of  it  ?  A.  Yes  Sir. Again,  Abi- 
gail Williams  and  Ann  Putman  were  fpoke  to  by  the 
court,  but  neither  of  them  could  make  any  anfwer,  by 
reafon  of  dumbnefs  or  other  fits.  Q^  What  jdo  you  fay 
Goody  Proctor  to  thefe  things  ?  A.  1  take  God  in  hea- 
ven to  be  my  witnefs,  that  I  know  nothing  of  it,  no 
more  than  the  child  unborn.  Q.  Ann  Putman !  doth 
this  woman  hurt  you.  A.  Yes  Sir,  a  great  many  times, 
— Then  the  accufed  looked  upon  them  and  they  fell  in- 
to fits.  Q_  She  does  not  bring  the  book  to  you,  does 
(he-?  A.  Yes  Sir,  often,  and  faith  (lie  hath  made  her 
maid  fet  her  hand  to  ir.  Q_  Abigail  Williams  !  does 
this  woman  hurt  you  :   A.  Yes  Sir,  often.    Q^ Does  fhe 

bring 
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bring  the  book  to  you  ?  A.  Yes.     Q^  What  would  me  1692, 
have  you  do  with  it  ?  A.  To  write  in  it  and  I  mall  be 

well. Did  not  you,  faid  Abigail,  tell  me,  that  your 

maid  had  written  ?  (Prober)  Dear  Child,  it  is  not  fo. 
There  is  another  judgment,  dear  child — Then  Abigail 
and  Ann  had  fits. — By  and  by  they  cried  out,  look  you 
there  is  Goody  Prober  upon  the  beam. — By  and  by,  both 
of  them  cried  out  of  Goodman  Procter  himfelf,  and  faid 
he  was  a  wizard. — Immediately,  many,  if  not  all  of  the 
bewitched,  had  grievous  fits. — Q^  Ann  Putman  !  who 
hurt  you  ?  A.  Goodman  Procter  and  his  wife  too. — ■ 
Afterwards,  fome  of  the  afflicted  cried,  there  is  Procter  • 
going  to  take  up  Mrs.  Pope's  feet. — And  her  feet  were 
immediately  taken  up. — Q^  What  do  you  fay  Goodman 
Procter  to  thefe  things  ?  A.  I  know  not.  I  am  inno- 
cent.  Abigail  Williams  cried  out,  there  is  Goodman 

Procter  going  to  Mrs.  Pope,  and  immediately,  faid  Pope 

fell  into  a  fit. You  fee  the  Devil  will  deceive  you  ; 

the  children  could  fee  what  you  was  going  to  do  before 
the  woman  was  hurt.  I  would  advife  you  to  repentance, 
for  the  devil  is  bringing  you  out. — Abigail  Williams 
cried  out  again,  there  is  Goodman  Procter  going  to  hurt 
Goody  Bibber  ;  and  immediately  Goody  Bibber  fell  in- 
to a  fit.  There  was  the  like  of  Mary  Wakor,  and  di- 
vers others. — — Benjamin  Gould  gave  in  his  teflimony, 
that  he  had  feen  Goodman  Corey  and  his  wife,  Procter 
and  his  wife,  Goody  Cloyfe,   Goody  Nurfe,  and  Goody 

Griggs  in  his  chamber  laft  thurfday  night. Elizabeth 

Hubbard  was  in  a  trance  during  the  whole  examination. 
— During  the  examination  of  Elizabeth  Procter,  Abigail 
Williams  and  Ann  Putman,  both,  made  offer  to  ftrike  at 
faid  Procter  ;  but  when  Abigail's  hand  came  near,  it 
opened,  whereas  it  was  made  up  into  a  fift  before,  and 
came  down  exceeding  lightly,  as  it  drew  near  to  faid 
Procter,  and  at  length  with  open  and  extended  fingers, 
touched  Procter's  hood  very  lightly.  Immediately  Abi- 
gail cried  out,  her  ringers,  her  fingers,  her  fingers  burn- 
ed, and  Ann  Putman  took  on  mod  grievoufly,  of  her 
head,  and  funk  down."  Sax. em. 
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"  Salem,  April  nth,  1692.  Mr.  Samuel  Parris  was 
defired  by  the  honorable  Thomas  Danforth,  de- 
puty-governor, and  the  council,  to  take  in  writing 
the  aforefaid  examinations,  and  accordingly  took  and 
delivered  them  in  ;  and  upon  hearing  the  fame,  and 
feeing  what  was  then  feen,  together  with  the  charge 
of  the  afflicted  perfons,  were  by  the  advice  of  the 
council  all  committed  by  us, 

John  Hawthorne,  ?  AMams,. 
John   Corwin,        3 

No  wonder  the  whole  country  was  in  a  confternation, 
When  perfons,  of  fober  lives  and  unblemifhed  characters, 
were  committed  to  prifon  upon  fuch  fort  of  evidence* 
No  body  was  fafe.  The  mod  effectual  way  to  prevent 
an  accufation,  was  to  become  an  accufer  ;  and  according- 
ly the  number  of  the  afflicted  increafed  every  day,  and 
the  number  of  the  accufed  in  proportion,  who  in  general 
perfifted  in  their  innocency ;  but,  being  itrongly  urged 
to  give  glory  to  God  by  their  confeflion,  and  intimation 
being  given  that  this  was  the  only  way  to  fave  their 
lives,  and  their  friends  urging  them  to  it,  fome  were 
brought  to  own  their  guilt.  The  firfl  confeflion  upon 
the  files,  is  of  Deliverance  Hobbs,  May  nth,  1692, 
being  in  prifon.  She  owned  every  thing  (lie  was  re- 
quired to  do.  The  confeflions  multiplied  the  witches ; 
new  companions  were  always  mentioned*  who  were  im- 
mediately fent  for  and  examined.  Thus  more  than  an 
hundred  women,  many  of  them  of  fair  characters  and  of 
the  raofl  reputable  families,  in  the  towns  of  Salem,  Be- 
verly, Andover,  Billerica,  &c.  were  apprehended,  ex- 
amined and,  generally,  committed  to  prifon.  The  con- 
feflions being  much  of  the  fame  tenor,  one  or  two  may 
ferve  for  fpecimens. 

"TBF 
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"  THE  examination  and  confeffion  (8.  Sept.  92.)  of  1692. 
Mary  Ofgood,  wife  of  Captain  Ofgood  of  Andover, 
taken    before   John  Hawthorne  and  other  their 
Majefties  ju ft  ices. 

SHE  confeffes,  that  about  1 1  years  ago,  when  fhe  was 
in  a  melancholly  flate  and  condition,  fhe  ufed  to 
walk  abroad  in  her  orchard ;  and  upon  a  certain  time, 
fhe  faw  the  appearance  of  a  cat,  at  the  end  of  the  houfe, 
which  yet  (he  thought  was  a  real  cat.  However,  at  that 
time,  it  diverted  her  from  praying  to  God,  and  infttad 
thereof  lhe  prayed  to  the  devil ;  about  which  time  fhe 
made  a  covenant  with  the  devil,  who,  as  a  black  man, 
came  to  her  and  prefented  her  a  book,  upon  which  (he 
laid  her  finger  and  that  left  a  red  fpot :  And  that  upon 
her  figning,  the  devil  told  her  he  was  her  God,  and  that 
fhe  fhould  ferve  and  worihip  him,  and,  fhe  believes,  fhe 
confented  to  it.  She  fays  further,  that  about  two  years 
agone,  fhe  was  carried  through  the  air,  in  company  with 
deacon  F  rye's  wife,  Ebenezer  Baker's  wife  and  Goody 
Tyler,  to  five  mile  pond,  where  fhe  was  baptized  by  the 
devil,  who  dipped  her  face  in  the  water  and  made  her 
renounce  her  former  baptifm,  and  told  her  fhe  mufl  be 
his,  foul  and  body,  forever,  and  that  fhe  muft  ferve  him, 
which  (he  promiied  to  do.  She  fays,  the  renouncing  her 
fir  ft  baptifm  was  after  her  dipping,  and  that  fhe  was 
tranfported  back  again  through  the  air,  in  company  with 
the  forenamed  perfons,  in  the  fame  manner  as  (he  went, 
and  believes  they  were  carried  upon  a  pole.  Q^  How 
many  perfons  were  upon  the  pole  i  A.  As  I  faid  before, 
viz.  four  perfons  and  no  more  but  whom  fhe  had  named 
above. — She  confeffes  fhe  has  afflicted  three  perfonsjohn 
Sawdy,  Martha  Sprague  and  Rofe  Fofter,  and  that  fhe 
did  it  by  pinching  her  bed  cloaths,  arid  giving  confenr. 
the  devil  fhouid  do  it  in  her  fhape,  and  that  the  devil 
could  not  doit  without  her  confent. — She  confeffes  the 
afflicting  perfons  in  the  court,  by  the  glance  of  her  eye. 
She  fays,  as  (lie  was  coming  down  to  Salem  to  be  exa- 
mined, (lie  and  the  reft  of  the  company  with  her. flopped 
at  Mr,  Phillips's  to  refrefh  themfelves,  and  the  afflicled 

perions 
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1692.  perfons,  being  behind  them  upon  the  road,  came  up  juft 
as  (he  was  mounting  again  and  were  then  afflicted,  and 
cried  out  upon  her,  fo  that  (he  was  forced  to  flay  until 
they  were  all  pad,  and  faid  fhe  only  looked  that  way  to- 
wards them.  Q^  Do  you  know  the  devil  can  take  the 
fhape  of  an  innocent  perfonand  afflict  ?  A.  I  believe  he 
cannot.  Q^  Who  taught  you  this  way  of  witchcraft  ? 
A.  Satan,  and  that  he  promifed  her  abundance  of  fatis- 
faction  and  quietnefs  in  her  future  flate,  but  never  per- 
formed any  thing  ;  and  that  fhe  has  lived  more  miferably 
and  more  difcontented  fince,  than  ever  before.  She 
•confeffes  further,  that  (lie  herfelf,  in  company  with 
Goody  Parker,  Goody  Tyler  and  Goody  Dean,  had  a 
meeting  at  Mofes  Tyler's  houfe,  lad:  monday  night,  to 
afflict,  and  that  fhe  and  Goody  Dean  carried  the  fhape  of 
Mr.  Dean,  the  minifter,  between  them,  to  make  perfons 
believe  that  Mr.  Dean  afflicted.  Q^  What  hindered  you 
from  accomplifhing  what  you  intended  ?  A.  The  Lord 
would  not  fuffer  it  fo  to  be,  that  the  devil  fhould  afflict 
in  an  innocent  perfon's  m.ipe.  Q^  Have  you  been  at 
any  other  witch  meerings  ?  A.  1  know  nothing  thereof, 
as  I  lhall  anfwer  in  the  prefence  of  God  and  his  people ; 
but  faid,  that  the  black  man  flood  before  her,  and  told 
her,  that  what  fhe  had  confefTed  was  a  lie;  notwithstand- 
ing, flie  faid  that  what  fhe  had  confefTed  was  true,  and 
thereto  pur  her  hand.  Her  hufband  being  prefent  was 
afked,  if  he  judged  his  wife  to  be  any  way  difcompofed. 
He  anfwered,  that  having  lived  with  her  fo  long,  he  doth 
not  judge  her  to  be  any  ways  difcompofed,  but  has  caufe 

to  believe  what  fhe  has  faid  is  true. When  Miflrefs 

Ofgood  was  firft  called,  fhe  afflicted  Martha  Sprague  and 
Role  Fofter,  by  the  glance  of  her  eyes,  and  recovered 
them  out  of  rheir  fits  by  the  touch  of  her  hand.  Mary 
Lacey  and  Betty  Johnfon  anc  Hannah  Pod  faw  Miflrefs 
Ofgood  affii  ting  Sprague  and  Fofter. The  faid  Han- 
nah Pod  and  Mary  Lacey  and  Betty  Johnfon,  jun.  and 
Rofe  Fofter  and  Mary  Richard fon  were  afflicted  by 
Miflrefs  Of  ;ood,  in  the  time  of  their  examination,  and 
recovered  by  her  touching  of  their  hands,  1 
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I  underwitteri,  being  appointed  by  authority,  to  take  j6gi 
this  examination,  do  teftify  upon  oath,  taken  in 
court,  that  this  is  a  true  copy  of  the  fubfhnce  of  it, 
to  the  belt  of  my  knowledge,  5  Jan.  1 692-3.  The 
within  Mary.  Ofgood  was  examined  before  their 
Majeflies  juftices  of  the  peace  in  Salem. 

Atteft.  John  Higglnfon,  Juft.  Pac." 

A  miferable  negro  woman,  charged  by  fome  of  the 
girls  with  afflicting  them,  confelTed,  but  was1  cunning 
enough   to   bring  the  greateft  fha-re  of  the  guilt  upon 

her  miflrefs. 

'*  SaLeI!,  Monday  July  4.  1692.  The  examination 
of  Candy,  a  negro  woman,  before  Bartholomew 
Gedney  and  John  Hawthorne  Efq'rs.  Mr.  Nicholas 
Noyes  alio  prefent. 

*/~\  Candy!  are  you  a  witch  ?  A.  Candy  no  witch 
V^,«  in  her  country.  Candy's  mother  no  witch.  Can- 
dy no  witch,  Barbados.  This  country,  miftrefs  give 
Candy  witch.  Q^  Did  your  miftrefs  make  you  a  witch 
in  this  country?  A... Yes,  in  this  country  miftrefs  give 
Candy  witch.  Q^  What  did  your  mjftrefs  do  to  make 
you  a  witch  ?  A.  Miftrefs  bring  book  and  penand  ink, 
make  Candy  write  in  it.     Q^  What  did  you  write  in  it  ? 

She  took  a  pen  and  ink  and  upon  a  book  or  paper 

made  a  mark.     Q.    How  did  you  afflict  or  hurt  thefe 

folks,  where  are  the  puppets  you  did  it  with? -She 

aiked  to  go  out  of  the  room  and  fhe  would  ihew  or  tell ; 
upon  which  (he  had  liberty,  one  going  with  her,  and  (lie 
prefemly  brought  in  two  clouts,  one  with  two  knots 
tied  in  it,  the  other  one ;  which  being  feen  by  Mary 
Warren,  Deliverance  Hobbs  and  Abigail  Hobbs,  they 
were  greatly  affrighted  and  fell  into  violent  fits,  and  all 
of  them  faid  that  the  black  man  and  Mrs.  Hawkes  and 
the  negro  flood  by  the  puppets  or  rags  and  pinched 
them,  and  then  they  were  afflicted,  and  when  the  knots, 
were  untied  yet  they  continued  as  aforefaid.  A  bit  of 
Vol.  H.  D  b&3 
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1692.  one  of  the  rags  being  fet  on  fire,  the  afflicted  all  faid 
they  were  burned,  and  cried  out  dreadfully;  The  rags 
being  put  into  water,  two  of  the  forenamed  perfons 
were  in  dreadful  fits  almofl  choaked,  and  the  other  was 
violently  running  down  to  the  river,  but  was  flopped. 

Attefl.         John  Hawthorne,  Juft.  Peace." 

Mrs.  Hawkes,  the  miflrefs,  had  no  other  way  to  fave 
her  life  but  to  confefs  alfo. 

Mr.  Hale,  the  minifter  of  Beverly,  who  has  the  cha- 
racter of  an  impartial  relator,  acknowledges  that  the 
confeflbrs,  generally,  went  off  from  their  confeffions ; 
fome  faying  they  remembered  nothing  of  what  they  had 
faid,  others  that  they  had  belied  themfelves,  &c.  but 
he  thinks,  if  the  times  had  been  calm,  the  condition  of 
the  confeflbrs  might  have  called  for  a  melius  inquiren- 
dum ;  and  thinks  it  remarkable  that  children  and  grand- 
children fhould  confirm  their  parents  and  grand-parents 
confeflion,  inftaneing  in  the  cafe  of  Goody  Fofler,  her 
daughter  Mary  Lacey,  and  grand- daughter  Mary  Lacey, 
jun.  and  that  other  children  fhould  accufe  their  own 
parents,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Richard  Carrier,  a  lad  of  1 8 
years  of  age.  Thefe  confeffions  are  prefer ved,  and  a 
few  extracts  from  them  will  fliew  they  were  forced  from 
them,  through  fear  of  lofing  their  lives  if  they  refufed, 
and  their  fear,  in  fome,  was  fo  great  as  to  diforder  their 
brains,  and  they  fcarce  knew  what  they  faid. 

"21ft  July  1692.  Before  Major  Gidney,  Mr.  Haw- 
thorne, Mr.  Corwin  and  Capt.  Higginfon. 

"  f^\  Goody  Fofler !  you  remember  we  have  three 
V^»  times  fpokenwith  you,  and  do  you  now  remem- 
ber what  you  then  confefled  to  us  f* — You  have  been 
engaged  in  very  great  wickednefs,  and  fome  have  been 
leh  to  hardnefs  of  heart  to  deny ;  but  it  feems  that  God 
"will  give  you  more  favour  than  others,  inafmuch  as  you 

relent. 
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relent.  But  your  daughter  here  hath  confeflfed  fonie  i66i> 
things  that  you  did  not  tell  us  of.  Your  daughter  was 
with  you  and  Goody  Carrier,  when  you  did  ride  upon 
rhe  (lick.  A.  I  did  not  know  it.  Q^  How  long  have 
you  known  your  daughter  to  be  engaged  ?  A.  I  cannot 
tell,  nor  have  I  any  knowledge  of  it  at  all.  Q^  Did 
you  fee  your  daughter  at  the  meeting  ?  A.  No. 
Q^  Your  daughter  faid  fhe  was  at  the  witches  meeting, 
and  that  you  yourfelf  flood  at  a  diftance  off  and  did  not 
partake  at  that  meeting ;  and  you  faid  fo  alfo  ;  give  us  a 
relation  from  the  beginning  until  now.  A.  I  know 
none  of  their  names  that  were  there,  but  only  Goody 
Carrier.  Q^  Would  you  know  their  faces  if  you  faw 
them  ?  A.  I  cannot  tell.  Q^  Were  there  riot  two 
companies  in  the  field  at  the  fame  time  ?  A.  I  remem- 
ber no  more. Mary  Warren,  one  of  the  afflicted, 

faid  that   Goody  Carrier's  fhape  told  her,  that  Goody 

Fofter  had  made  her  daughter  a  witch. Q^  Do  not 

you  acknowledge  that  you  did  fo  about  1 3  years  ago  ? 
A.  No,  and  I  know  no  more  of  my  daughter's  being  a 
witch  than  what  day  I  {Kail  die  upon.  Q^  Are  yoii 
willing  your  daughter  (hould  make  a  full  arid  free  con- 
feffion  ?  A.  Yes.  Q^  Are  you  willing  to  do  fo  too  ? 
A.  Yes.  Q.  You  cannot  expect  peace  of  confcience 
without  a  free  confeftion.    A.  If  I  knew  any  thing  more, 

I  would  fpeak  it  to  the  utmoft. Goody  Lacey,  the 

daughter,  called  in,  began  thus ;  Oh  !  mother !  bow  do 
you  do  ?  We  ha*ve  left  Chrift,  and  the  devil  hath  gat 
hold  of  us.  How  (hall  I  get  rid  of  this  evil  one  ?  t 
defire  God  to  break  my  rocky  heart  that  I  may  get  the 
victory  this  time.  Q^ Goody  Fofter!  you  cannot  get  rid 
of  this  fnare,  your  heart  and  mouth  is  hot  open.  A.  I 
did  not  fee  the  devil,  I  was  praying  to  the  Lord. 
Q^  What  Lord  i  A.  To  God.  Q^  What  God  do 
witches  pray  to  ?  A.  I  cannot  tell,  the  Lord  help  me. 
Q^  Goody  Lacey  !  had  you  no  difcourfe  with  your  mo- 
ther when  riding  ?     A.  No,   I  think  I  had  not  a  word. 

D  2  Q.  Who 
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1692.  Who  rid  foremoft  on  that  flick  to  the  villager'     A.  I 

fuppofe  my  mother. Goody  Fofter  faid,  that  Goody 

Carrier  was  foremofl Q.  Goody  Lacey  !  how  many 

years  ago  fince  they  were  baptized  ?  A.  Three  or  four 
years  ago,  I  fuppofe.  Q.  Who  baptized  them  ?  A.  The 
old  ferpent.  Q.  How  did  he  do  it  ?  A.  He  dipped  their 
heads  in  the  water,  faying  they  were  his  and  that  he 
had  power  over  them.  Q^  Where  was  this?  A.  Af. 
FalPs  river.  Q^  How  many  were  baptized  that  day  ? 
A.  Some  of  the  chief;  I  think  there  were  fix  baptized. 
Q^  Name  them*     A.  I  think  they  were  of  the  higher 

powers,  f Mary  Lacey,  the  grand-daughter,    was 

brought  in,  and  Mary  Warren  fell  into  a  violent  fir. 
Q^How  dare  you  come  in  here, and  bring  the  devil  with 

you,  to  afflict  thefe  poor  creatures  ? Lacey  laid  her 

hand  on  Warren's  arm,  and  (lie  recovered  from  her  fit* 
— Q^  You  are  here  accufed  of  praclifing  witchcraft  upon 
Goody  Ballard,  which  way  do  you  do  it  ?  A.  I  cannot 
tell.  Where  is  my  mother  that  made  me  a  witch,  and  I 
knew  it  not  ?  Q^  Can  you  look  upon  that  maid  Mary 
Warren,  and  not  hurt  her  ?  Look  upon  her  in  a  friendly 
way. — She,  trying  (o  to  do,  ft  ruck  her  down  with  her 
eyes.  Q^  Do  you  acknowledge  now  you  are  a  witch  i* 
A.  Yes.  Q^  How  long  have  you  been  a  witch  ?  A.  Not 
above  a  week.  Q^  Did  the  devil  appear  to  you  ?  A* 
Yes.  Q^  In  what  ihape  ?  A.  In  the  ihape  of  a  horfe. 
Q^  What  did  he  fay  to  you  ?  A.  He  bid  me  not  to  be 
afraid  of  any  thing,  and  he  would  not  bring  me  out,  but 
he  has  proved  a  liar  from  the  beginning,  Q^  When  was 
this  ?  A.  I  know  not ;  above  a  week*  Q^  Did  you  fet 
your  hand  to  the  book  ?  A.  No.  Q.  Did  he  bid  you 
worfhip  him  ?  A.  Yes,  he  bid  me  alfo  afflict  perfons. 
You  are  now  in  the  way  to  obtain  mercy  if  you 
will  confefs  and  repent.  She  faid,  the  Lord  help  me, 
Q^  Do  not  you  defire  to  be  faved  by  Chrift  ?  A.  Yes. 
Then  you  muft  confefs  freely  what  you  know  in 

this 

t  It  was  time  to  ft  op, 


MASSAC  H  US  ETS-B  AY.  37 

this  matter.     She  then  proceeded. 1  was  in  bed  and 

the  devil  came  to  me  and  bid  me  obey  him  and  1  fliould 
want  for  nothing,  and  he  would  not  bring  me  out. 
Q^  But  how  long  ago  ?  A.  A  little  more  than  a  year. 
Q^Was  that  the  iird  time  ?  A.  Yes.  Q^  How  long  was 
you  gone  from  your  father,  when  you  ran  away  ?  A. 
Two  days.  Q^  Where  had  you  your  food  ?  A.  At  John 
Stone's.  Q^  Did  the  devil  appear  to  you  then,  when 
you  was  abroad  ?  A.  No,  but  he  put  fuch  thoughts  in 
my  mind  as  not  to  obey  my  parents.  Q.  Who  did  the 
devil  bid  you  afflict  ?  A.  Timothy  Swan.  Richard 
Carrier  comes  often  a  nights  and  has  me  to  afflict  perfons. 
Q^  Where  do  ye  go?  A.  To  Goody  Ballard's  fome- 
times.  Q^  How  many  of  you  were  there  at  a  time  ? 
A.  Richard  Carrier  and  his  mother,  and  my  mother  and 

grandmother. Upon   reading  over  the  confeflion 

fo  far,  Goody  Lacey,  the  mother,  owned  this  lad  par- 
ticular. Q^  How  many  more  witches  are  there  in  An- 
dover  ?     A.  I  know  no  more,  but  Richard  Carrier," 

Carrier,  at  fird*  denied  all,  but  was  followed  until 
he  was  brought  to  accufe  his  mother,  much  in  the  fame 
manner  with  Fofter's  daughter  and  grand-daughter. 

It  is  urged  by  the  writers  of  that  day,  as  a  principal 
part  of  the  evidence  againft  JVlr.  Burroughs,  the  minifter, 
that  {eyen  or  eight  of  the  confeffors  witneffed  againft 
him.  It  will  appear  from  the-  examinations,  that  the 
confeflion  was  drawn  from  the  examinants  by  the  court. 

"  Q.  Mary  Lacey !  was  there  not  a  man  alfo  among 
you  at  your  meeting  ?  A.  None  but  the  devil,  Q^  What 
fhape  was  the  devil  in  then  ?  A.  He  was  a  black  man, 
and  had  a  high  crowned  hat.  Q^  Your  mother  and  your 
grandmother  fay,  there  was  a  minifler  there.  How 
many  men  did  you  fee  there  ?  A.  I  faw  none  but 
pjchard  Carrier.  (^Did  you  fee  none  elfe?  A.  There 
was  a  m.iniiler  there,  and   I  think  he  is  now  in  prifon. 

D  3  Q.  Were. 
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1O92.  Q^  Were  there  not  two*  minifters  there?  A.  Cannot  tell 
Q.  Was  there  not  one  Mr.  Burroughs  there  ?    A.  Yes." 

Carrier's  examination  is  in  this  manner;  the  que- 
/rions  are  omitted.  "  We  met  in  a  green  which  was  the 
rninifter's  pafture — : — We  were  in  two  companies  at  lad 

« 1  think  there  was  a  few  men  with  them 1  heard 

Sarah  Good  talk  of  a  minifter  or  two — rQne  of  them 
was  he  that  has  been  at  the  eaflward,  his  name  is  Bur- 
roughs,  and  is  a  little   man 1  remember  not  the 

other's   name." 

Ma  RQ  a  ret  Jacobs  had  been  brought  to  accufe 
herfelf,  and  then  to  charge  Burroughs,  the  miniiler,  and 
her  own  grandfather ;  but,  (truck  with  horror,  chofe  to 
lofe  her  own  life,  rather  than  periifl  in  her  confeffion ; 
and  begged  forgivenefs  of  Burroughs  before  his  execu- 
tion, who  is  faid  to  have  freely  forgiven  her ;  and  re- 
canted all  fhe  had  faid  againfr.  her  grandfather,  but  in  vain 
as  to  his  life.  Her  own  life  was  faved  by  a  diforder  in 
her  head,  which  prevented  her  trial  at  the  firft  court; 
but  before  the  next  court,  fhe  made  a  formal  recantation 
of  all  fhe  had  confefTed,  and  delivered  it  to  the  judges. 

"  The  humble  declaration   of  Margaret  Jacobs  unto 
the  honoured  court  now  fitting  at  Salem,  meweth, 

"HHHAT  whereas  your  poor  and  humble  declarart 
J-      being  clofely  confined  here  in  Salem  goal  for  the 

crime  of  witchcraft,  which  crime  thanks  be  to.  the  Lord 

]  am 

f  Mr.  Deane,one  of  the  miniflersof  Andover,  then  near  four(core, 
feems  to  have  been  in  danger.  He  is  tendei  l.y  touched  in  feve- 
ral  of  the  examinations,  which  might  be  owing  to  a  fair  cha- 
racter, and  he  may  be  one  of  the  perfons  accufed,  who  eaufed  a 
difcouragement  to  further  profecutions.  "Deliverance  Deaivi 
being  aflced  why  (he  and  the  reft  brought  in  Mr.  Deane  as  af- 
flicting perfons,  fhe  anfwered,  it  was  Satan's  fubtilty,  for  he  told 
her  he  would  put  a  {ham  upon  all  thefe  things,  and  make  peo- 
ple believe  that  he  did  affli#.  She  faid  Mrs.  Ofgood  and  fhe 
gave  their  confent  the  devil  fbould  bring  Mr.  Deane's  ihape  to 
affiicl;.  Being  afked  again  if  Mrs.  Ofgood  and  fhe  a&ed  this 
bufinefs,  fne  faid  yes,"  _\"?.  Peajie  wa&  rvjeh.  bcho.'acn  t;e. 
this  wgema, 
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I  am  altogether  ignorant  of,  as  will  appear  at  the  great  jty2, 
day  of  judgment  :  May  it  pleafe  the  honoured  court, 
I  was  cried  out  upon  by  fome  of  the  polfeffed  perfons, 
as  afflicting  them ;  whereupon  I  was  brought  to  my  ex- 
amination, which  perfons  at  the  fight  of  me  fell  down, 
which  did  very  much  ftartle  and  affright  me.  The 
Lord  above  knows  I  knew  nothing,  in  the  leafl  meafure, 
how  or  who  afflicted  them  ;  they  told  me,  without  doubt 
I  did,  orelfe  they  would  not  fall  down  at  me;  they  told 
me,  if  I  would  not  confefs  I  fhould  be  put  down  into 
the  dungeon  and  would  be  hanged,  but  if  I  would  confefs 
I  mould  have  my  life  ;  the  which  did  fo  affright  me, 
with  my  own  vile  wicked  heart,  to  fave  my  life  ;  made 
me  make  the  like  confefTion  I  did,  which  confeffion,  may 
it  pleafe  the  honoured  court,  is  altogether  falfe  and  un- 
true. The  very  firft  night  after  I  had  made  confef- 
fion,  I  was  in  fuch  horror  of  confcience  that  1  could  not 
fieep  for  fear  the  devil  fhould  carry  me  away  for  telling 
fuch  horrid  lies.  I  was,  may  it  pleafe  the  honoured 
court,  fworn  to  my  confeifion,  as  I  underfland  fince,  but 
then,  at  that  time,  was  ignorant  of  it,  not  knowing  what 
an  oath  did  mean.  The  Lord,  I  hope,  in  whom  I  truft, 
out  of  the  abundance  of  his  mercy,  will  forgive  me  my 
falfe  forfwearing  myfelf.  What  I  faid,  was  altogether 
falfe  againfl  my  grandfather,  and  Mr.  Burroughs,  which 
I  did  to  fave  my  life  and  to  have  my  liberty;  but  the 
Lord,  charging  it  to  my  confcience,  made  me  in  fo 
much  horror,  that  I  could  not  contain  my  felf  before  I 
had  denied  my  confeffion,  which  I  d'd  though  I  faw 
nothing  but  death  before  me,  chufing  rather  death 
with  a  quiet  confcience,  than  to  live  in  fuch  horror,  which 
I  could  not  fuffer,  Where,  upon  my  denying  my  con- 
feffion, I  was  committed  to  clofe  prifon,  where  I  have 
enjoyed  more  felicity  in  fpirit,  a  thoufand  times,  than  I 
did  before  in  my  enlargement. 

"  And  now,  may  it  pleafe  your  honours,  your  de- 
clarant, having,  in  part,  given  your  honours  a  defcription 
of  my  condition,  do  leave  it  to  your  honours  pious  and 

D  4  judicious 
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1692.  judicious  difcretions,  to  take  pity  and  companion  on  my 
young  and  tender  years,  to  a&  and  do  with  me,  as  the 
Lord  above  and  your  honours  fhall  fee  good,  having  no. 
friend,  but  the  Lord,  to  plead  my  caufe  for  me  ;  not  be- 
ing guilty  in  the  leaft  mea&ire  of  the  crime  of  witch- 
craft, nor  any  other  fin  that  deferves  death  from  man  ; 
and  your  poor  and  humble  declarant  fusil  for  ever  pray, 
as  (he  is  bound  in  duty,  for  your  honours  happkiefs  in 
this  life  and  eternal  felicity  in  the  world  to  come,  So 
prays  your  honours  declarant, 

Margaret  Jacobs." 

The  recantation  of  feveral  perfons  in  Andover  will 
fliew  in  what  manner,  they  were  brought  to  their 
confelTions. 

"  \T/E  whofe  names  are  under-written,  inhabitants 
VV  of  Andover;  whenas  that  horrible  and  tre- 
mendous judgment  beginning  at  Salem  village  in  the  year 
1692,  by  fome  called  whichcraft,  iirft  breaking  forth  at 
Mr.  Parris's  houfe,  feveral*  young  perfons,  being  feeming- 
}y  affiled,  did  accufe  feveral  perfons  for  aftiicting  them, 
and  many  there  believing  it  fo  to  be,  we  being  informed; 
that,  if  a  perfon  was  fick,  the  afflicted  pcrfon  could  tc\\ 
what  or  who  was  the  caufe  of  that  ikknefs :  Jofeph 
Ballard,  of  Andover,  his  wife  being  fick  at  the  fame  time, 
he,  either  from  himfelf  or  by  the  advice  of  others,  fetched 
two  of  the  perfons,  called  the  afflicted  perfons,  fromSaleir. 
village  to  Andover,  which  was  the  beginning  of  that 
dreadful  calamity  that  befeL  us  in  Andover,  believing 
the  faid  accufations  to  be  true,  fent  for  the  faid  perfons 
■to  come  together  to  the  meeting  houfe  in  Andover,  the 
afflicted  perfons  being  there.  After  Mr.  Barnard  had 
been  at  prayer,  we  were  blindfolded,  and.  our  hands  were 
laid  upon  the  afflicted  perfons,  they  being  in  their  fits 
and  failing  into  their  fits  at  our  coming  into  their  pre- 
fence,  as  they  faid  ;  and  fome  led  us  and  laid  our  hands 
vpon  them,  and.  then  they  faid  they  were  well,  and  that 

ive 
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we  were  guilty  of  afflicting  them  :  Whereupon,  we  were  1692* 
all  feized,  as  prifoners,  by  a  warrant  from  the  juftice  of 
the  peace  and  forthwith  carried  to  Salem.  And,  by 
reaibn  of  that  fudden  furprizal,  we  knowing  ourfelves 
altogether  innocent  of  that  crime,  we  were  all  exceed- 
ingly aftonimed  and  amazed,  and  confternated  and  af- 
frighted even  out  of  our  reafon ;  and  our  neareft  and 
dea reft  relations,  feeing  us  in  that  dreadful  condition, 
and  knowing  our  great  danger,  apprehended  there  was 
no  other  way  to  fave  our  lives,  as  the  cafe  was  then  cir- 
cumftanced,  but  by  our  confefling  ourfelves  to.  be  fuch 
and  fuch  perfons  as  the  afflicted  reprefented  us  to  be, 
they,  out  of  tendernefs  and  pity,  perfuaded  us  to  confefs 
what  we  did  confefs.  And  indeed  that  confeflion,  that 
it  is  faid  we  made,  was  no  other  than  what  was  fuggefted 
to  us  by  force  gentlemen,  they  telling  us  that  we  were 
witches,  and  they  knew  it,  and  we  knew  it,  which  made 
us  think  that  it  was  (o ;  and  our  underftandings,  our 
reafon,  our  faculties,  almoft  gone,  we  were  not  capable 
of  judging  of  ouj;  condition .;  as  alfo  the  hard  meafures 
they  ufed  with  us  rendered  us  incapable  of  making  our 
defence,  but  faid  any  thing  and  every  thing  which  they 
defired*  and  moft  of  what  we  faid  was  but,  in  effect,  a 
confenting  to,  what  they  faid.  Some  time  after,  when 
we  were  better  compofed,  they  telling  us  what  we  had 
confefTed,  we  did  profefs  that  we  were  innocent  and  ig- 
norant of  fuch  things;  and  we  hearing  that  Samuel 
Wardwell  had  renounced  his  confeflion,  and  quickly  after 
condemned  and  executed,  fome  of  us  were  told  we  were 
w>in£  after  Wardwell. 

"  Mary  Ofgood,  Deliverance  Dane,  Sarah  Wiifon, 
Mary  Tiler,      Abigail  Barker,       Hannah  Tiler." 

Th  e  teltimonial  to  thefe  perfons  characters  by  the 
principal  inhabitants  of  Andover  will  outweigh  the  cre- 
dulity of  the  juftices  who  committed  them,  or  of  the 
grand  jury  which  found  bills  agajnff.  them. 

"  To 
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"  To  the  honoured  court  of  Aflize  held  at  Salem. 
The  humble  add refs  of  feveral  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Andover. 

u  May  it  pleafe  this  honoured  court, 

E  being  very  fenfible  of  the  great  fufferings  our 
neighbours  have  been  long  under  in  prifon,  and 
charitably  judging  that  many  of  them  are  clear  of  that 
great  trangrelTion  which  hath  been  laid  to  their  charge, 
have  thought  it  our  duty  to  endeavour  their  vindication 
fo  far  as  our  teftimony  for  them  will  avail.  The  per- 
fons  in  whofe  behalf  we  are  defired  and  concerned  to 
fpeak  fomething  at  prefent  are  Mrs.  Mary  Ofgood, 
Eunice  Frye,  Deliverance  Dane,  Sarah  Wilton  and 
Abigail  Barker  who  are  women  of  whom  we  can  truly 
give  this  character  and  commendation,  that  they  have 
not  only  lived  among  us  fo  inoffenfively  as  not  to  give 
the  leaft  occafion  to  any  that  know  them  to  fufpect  them 
of  witchcraft,  but  by  their  fober  godly  and  exemplary 
converfation  have  obtained  a  good  report  in  the  place, 
where  they  have  been  well  elleemed  and  approved  in. 
the  church  of  which  they  are  members. 

"  We  were  furprized  to  hear  that  perfons  of  known 
integrity  and  piety  were  accufed  of  fo  horrid  a  crime,  not 
confidering,  then,  that  the  mod  innocent  were  liable  to 
be  fo  mifreprefenred  and  abufed.  When  thefe  women 
were  accufed  by  fome  afflicted  perfons  of  the  neighbour- 
hood, their  relations  and  others,  tho'  they  had  fo  good 
grounds  of  charity  that  they  (hould  not  have  thought 
any  evil  of  them  yet,  through  a  mifreprefenration  of 
the  truth  of  that  evidence  that  was  fo  much  credited  and 
improved  againfl  people,  took  great  pains  to  perfuade 
them  to  own  what  they  were,  by  the  afflicted,  charged 
with,  and,  indeed,  did  unreafcaably  urge  them  to  con- 
fefs  themfelves  guilty,  as  fome  of  us  who  were  then, 
prefent  can  teftify.  But  thefe  good  women  did  very 
much  affert  their  innocency,  yet  fome  of  them  faid  they 

v/ere 
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were  not  without  fear  leaft  Satan  had  fome  way  enfnar-  1692. 
ed  them,  becaufe  there  was  that  evidence  againft  them 
which  then  was  by  many  thought  to  be  a  certain  indica- 
tion and  difcovery  of  witchcraft,  yet  they  ferioufly  pro- 
fefled  they  knew  nothing  by  themfelves  of  that  nature. 
Neverthelefs,  by  the  unwearied  follicitations  of  thofe  that 
privately  difcourfed  them  both  at  home  and  at  Salem, 
they  were  at  length  perfuaded  publickly  to  own  what 
they  were  charged  with  and  fo  fubmit  to  that  guilt  which 
we  (till  hope  and  believe  they  are  clear  of.  And,  it  is 
probable,  the  fear  of  what  the  event  might  be  and  the 
encouragement  that,  it  is  faid,  was  fuggefted  to  them, 
that  confeffing  was  the  only  way  to  obtain  favour,  might 
be  too  powerful  a  temptation  for  timorous  women  to 
with  (land,  in  the  hurry  and  difl  ra&ion  that  we  have  heard 
they  were  then  in..  Had  what  they  faid  again  ft  them- 
felves proceeded  from  conviction  of  the  fact,  we  fhould 
have  had  nothing  to  have  faid  for  them,but  we  are  induced 
to  think  that  it  did  not,  becaufe  they  did  foon  privately 
retract  whap  they  had  faid,  as  we  are  informed,  and, 
while  they  were  in  prifon,  they  declared  to  fuch  as  they 
had  confidence  to  fpeak  freely  and  plainly  to,  that  they 
were  not  guilty  of  what  they  had  owned,  and  that  what 
they  had  faid  againft  themfelves 'was  the  greateft  grief 
and  burden  they  laboured  under  :  Now,  though  we  can- 
not but  judge  it  a  thing  very  finful  for  innocent  perfoss 
ro  own  a  crime  they  are  not  gulity  of, yet,  confidering  the 
well  ordered  converfation  of  thofe  women  while  they 
lived  among  us,  and  what  they  now  ferioufly  and  con- 
ftanrly  affirm  in  a  more  compofed  frame,  we  cannot  but 
in  charity  judge  them  innocent  of  the  great  tranfgreflion 
that  hath  been  imputed  to  them.  As  for  the  reft  of 
our  neighbours,  who  are  under  the  like  circumftances 
with  thefe  that  have  been  named,  we  can  truly  fay  of 
them  that,  while  they  lived  among  us,  we  have  had  no 
caufe  to  judge  them  fuch  perfons  as,  of  late,  they  have 
•peen  reprefented  and  reported  to  be,  nor  do  we  know 

that 
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169'.    that  any  of  their  neighbours  had  any  juft  grounds  to  fuf- 
pecl:  them  of  that  evil  that  they  are  now  charged  with. 

Dudley  Bradftreet  John  Abbor,  fen.    Elizabeth  Rite 
Francis  Dane,  fen.  SamuelBlanchard    Wm.  Peters 
Thomas  Barnard     Wm.  Ballard  Sam.  Peters 

Tho.Chandler,fea.  Thomas  Hooper    Walter  Wright 
John   Barker  John  Hooper         Hooker  Ofgood 

Henry  Ingolls,  fen.   Wm.  Abbot  Benjn.  Stevens 

Wm.  Chandler,  fen.  James  RufTell         Ann  Bradftreet 
Samuel  Martin        Oliver   Holt  Joanna  Dane 

Stephen  Parker       John  PrefFon  Eliza.  Stevens 

Samuel  Ingolls        Francis  Dane,  jon.  Eliza.  Barnard 
Ephraim  Stevens    George  Abbot       Phebe  Robin  fon 
Daniel  Poore  Wm.Chandlerjun.  Hannah  Chandler 

John  Ingolls  Jonn  Chandler      Hannah  Dane 

Henry  Ingolls,  jun.   Jofeph  Robin  fon    Bridget  Chandler 
John  Frie,  fen.        Thomas  Johnfon  Mary  Johnfon 
James  Frie  Tho. Johnfon,  jun,.  Robert  RuiTel 

John  Aflebee  Andrew   Peters     Mary  Ruflel." 

Samuel  Holt  Mary  Peters 

Among  the  confefUng  witches  I  find  Dorothy 
Falkener,  a  child  of  10  years,  Abigail  Falkener  of  8» 
and  Sarah  Carrier  between  7  and  8. 

*  Sarah  Carrier's  confeffion  Aug.  the  1  ith,  1  696. 
"  TT  was  alked  Sarah  Carrier  by  the  Magiftratcs  or 

A  Juftices  John  Hawthorne  Efq;  and  others  :  How 
long  hall:  thou  been  a  witch  ?  A.  Ever  fmce  1  was  fix 
years  old.  Q.  How  old  are  you  now  {  A.  Near  eight 
years  old,  brother  Richard  fays  I  (hall  be  eight  years 
old  in  November  next.  Q.  Who  made  you  a  witch  £ 
A.  My  mother,  (lie  made  me  fet  my  hand  to  a  book. 
Q.  How  did  you  fet  your  hand  to  it  ?  A.  I  touched  it 
with  my  fingers  and  the  book  was  red,  the  paper  of  it 
was  white.  She  faid  (lie  never  had  km  the  black  man  ; 
the  place  where  (he  did  it  was  in  Andrew  Fohber's  paf- 
ture  and  Elizabeth  Johnfon  jnnr.  was  there.  Being  aik- 
ed  who  was  there  bef.de,  Cac  anfweredher  Aunt  Tooth- 

aker 
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aker  and  her  coulin.  Being  afked  when  it  was,  me  faid,  1692. 
when  (he  was  baptized.  Q.  What  did  they  promife  ro 
give  you  ?  A.  A  black  dog.  Q_  Did  the  dog  ever 
come  to  you  ?  A.  No.  Q.  But  you  faid  you  faw  a  cat 
once.  What  did  that  fay  to  you  ?  A.  It  faid  it  Would 
tear  me  in  pieces  if  I  would  not  fet  my  hand  to  the  book. 
She  (aid  her  mother  baptized  her  and  the  devil  or  black 
man  was  not  there,  as  ihe  faw,  and  her  mother  faid 
when  the  baptized  her,  thou  art  mine  for  ever  and  ever 
and  amen.  Q.  How  did  you  afflift  folks  .p  A'.  I  pinched, 
them,  and  fhe  faid  ihe  had  no  puppets,  but  file  went  to 
them  that  ihe  afili&ed.  Being  alked  whether  Ihe  went 
in  her  body  or  her  fpirit,  (he  faid  in  her  fpirit.  She  faid 
her  mother  carried  her  thither  to  afflict  Q.  How  did 
your  mother  carry  you  when  ihe  was  in  prifon  ?  A.  She 
came  like  a  black  cat*  Q.  How  did  you  know  that  it 
was  your  mother  ?  A.  The  cat  told  me  fo  that  (he  was 
my  mother.  She  faid  fhe  afflicled  Phelps's  child  lad 
faturday,  and  Elizabeth  Johnfon  joined  with  her  to  doit. 
She  had  a  wooden  fpear,  about  as  long  as  her  finger,  of 
Elizabeth  Johnfon,  and  Ihe  had  it  of  the  devil;  She 
would  not  own  that  fhe  had  ever  been  at  the  witch  meet- 
ing at  the  village.     This  is  the  fubftance. 

Atteft.  Simon  Willard." 

This  poor  child's  mother  then  lay  under  fentence  of 
death,  the  mother  of  the  other  two  children  was  in  pri- 
fon, snd  foon  after  tried  and  condemned,  but  upon  her 
confeffion  reprieved,  and  finally  pardoned. 

I  meet  with  but  one  perfon  in  near  an  hundred  whofe 
examinations  are  upon  file,  that  was  difmiifed  after  having 
been  once  charged,  for  which  he  might  thank  one  of  the 
girls  who  would  not  agree  with  the  reft  in  theaccufation. 

"  The  examination  of  Nehemiah  Abbot,  at  a  court  at 

Salem  village,  by  John  Hawthorne  and  Jonathan 

Corwin  Efq'rs.  2  2d  April  1692, 

\T7HAT  fay  you,  are  you  guilty  of  witchcraft,  of 

*  *     which  you  are  iuipe£ted,  or  not  ?   No  Sir,   1  fay 

beiore  bod,  beiore  whom  1  flandj  that  I  know  nothing 
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of  witchcraft.     Who  is  this  man  ?  Ann  Putman  named 
him, — Mary  Walcot  faid  {he  had  feen  his  fliape.     What 
do  you  fay  to  this  ?  I  never  did  hurt  them.     Who  hurt 
you   Ann  Putman  ?    That  itian.      I  never  hurt  hen 
Ann  Putman  faid,  he  is  upon  the  beam.     Juft  fuch  a 
difcovery  of  the  perfon  carried  out,  and  fhe  confeffed  ; 
and  if  you  would  find  mercy  of  God,  you  mufl  confefs. 
■ — If  I  mould  confefs  this,  I  mufl  confefs  what  is  falfe, 
Tell  how  far  you  have  gone,  who  hurts  you  ?    1  do  not 
know,  1  am  abfolutely  free.     As  you  fay,  God  knows. 
If  you  will  confefs  the  truth,  we  defire  nothing  elfe  that 
you  may  not  hide  your  guilt,  if  you  are  guilty,  and 
therefore  confefs  if  fo.     I  fpeak  before  God  that.  I  am 
clear  frbm  this  accufatiotl.     What,  in  all  refpe&s  ?    Yes 
in  all  refpe&s.     Doth  this  man  hurt  you  ?  Their  mouths 
were  flopped.     You  hear  feveral  aecufe  you,  thoagh  one 
cannot  open  her  mouth.     I  am  altogether  free.     Charge 
him  not  unlefs  it  be  he.     This  is  the  man  fay  fome,  and 
fome  fay  he  is  very  like  him.     How  did  you  know  his 
name  P  He  did  not  tell  me  himfelf,  but  other  witches 
told  me.    Ann  Putman  faid,  it  is  the  fame  man,  and  then 
flie  was  taken  with  a  lit.     Mary  Walcot,  is  this  the 
man  ?    He  is  like  him,  I  cannot  fay  it  is  he.     Mercy 
Lewis  faid  it  is  not  the  man.     They  all  agreed,  the  man 
had  a  bunch  on  his  eyes.     Ann  Putman,  in  a  fit,  faid, 
be  you  the  man  ?    ay,  do  you  fay  you  be  the  man  ?  did 
you  put  a  mifl  before  my  eyes  ?     Then   he  was  fent 
forth  till  feveral  others  were  examined.     When  he  was 
brought  in  again,  by  reafon  of  much  people  and  many  in 
the  windows  fo  that  the  accufers  could  not  have  a  clear 
view  of  him,  he  was  ordered  to  be  abroad,  and  the  ac- 
cufers to  go  forth  to  him  and   view  him  in   the  light, 
which  they  did,  and  in  the  prefence  of  the  magiflrates 
and  many  others  difcourfed  quietly  with  him,   one  and 
all  acquitting  him,  but  yet  faid  he  was  like  that  man, 
but  he  had  not  the  wen  they  faw  in   his  apparition. 
Note,  he  was  a  hilly  faced  man  and  flood  fhaded  by  rea- 
fon of  hh  owa  hair,  fo  that  for  a  time  he  feemed  to 

fome 
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fome  by- (landers  and  obfervers,  to  be  confiderably  like  1692. 
the  perfon  the  affli&ed  did  defcribe. 

"  Mr.  Samuel  Parris,  being  defired  to  take  in  writing 
the  examination  of  Nehemiah  Abbot;  hath  delivered  it 
as  aforefaid,  and  upon  hearing  the  fame  did  fee  caufe  to 
difmifs  him.  John  Hawthorne,  ?  A/rn.        » 

Jona.  Corwin,        3 

We  fee*  from  the  preceding  examinations  and  coii- 
feffions,  the  method  of  proceeding  preparatory  to  the 
trial  of  the  accufed  perfons. 

For  three  or  four  months,  the  afflicted,  generally,  con- 
fined themfelves  to  their  own  neighbourhood,  in  their 
accufations.  In  the  examinations  there  is,  fometimes, 
mention  made  of  ftrangers,  whofe  fhapes  or  fpe&res 
were  unknown  to  the  afHi&ed.  The  firft  accufed,  hi 
any  other  county,  was  Mrs.  Cary,  wife  of  Mr.  Nathaniel 
Cary,  a  principal  inhabitant  of  the  town  of  Charleftown^ 
He,  as  foon  as  he  heard  of  it,  carried  his  wife  to  Salem 
•village,  fuppofing  me  would  not  be  known  to  the  afflicted. 
They  happened  to  arrive,  juft  as  the  juftiees  were  going 
into  the  meeting  houfe,  where  they  held  their  court,  to 
examine  prifoners.  All  the  prifoners,  which  were  brought 
in,  were  accufed,  and  the  girls  fell  into  fits  as  ufual ;  but 
Mrs.  Cary  came  in  and  fat  without  any  notice,  except 
that  one  or  two  of  the  afflicted  came  to  her  and  afked 
her  name.  After  the  examination,  her  hufband  went 
to  the  tavern,  intending  there  to  difcourfe  with  one  of 
the  girls,  who  he  heard  had  accufed  his  wife.  John, 
the  Indian  who  pretended  to  be  one  of  the  afflicted,  was 
a  fervant  in  the  houfe.  Two  of  the  girls  were  foon 
brought  in,  and  inflead  of  giving  any  opportunity  of 
difcourfing  with  them,  they  tumbled  about  the  floor^ 
crying  out  Cary,  Cary,  and  a  warrant  came  to  apprehend 
her  ;  the  Indian  joining  with  the  two  girls  in  the  charge. 
No  bail  could  be  admitted,  nor  was  it  to  any  purpofe 
to  make  any  defence,  and  me  was  ordered  to  the  prifon 
in  Bofton ;  but,  upon  the  requeft  of  her  hufband,  was 

removed 
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1692.  removed  to  Cambridge  goal,  where  (lie  was  kept  in  irons. 
Afterwards  when  the  trials  came  on  at  Salem,  her  huf- 
band  went  there  to  fee  how  they  were  managed,  and 
he  thought  the  Only  chance  his  wife  had  for  her  life, 
was  by  an  efcape,  which;  by  fome  means  or  other,  he 
effected,  and  fled  with  her  to  New  York,  where  Governor 

Fletcher  entertained  them  very  courteoufly. They 

petitioned,  I  fuppofe  before  the  efcape,  that  fhe  might 
be  tried  in  the  county  where  fhe  lived.  If  the  court 
thought  they  were  held  to  try  the  fact  in  the  county 
where  it  was  committed,  there  feems  to  have  been  room 
for  an  argument,  her  body  being  in  Middlefex  at  the 
fame  time  that  her  fpectre  and  the  body  of  the  afflicted 
perfons  were  in  EfTex.    . 

Mrs.  Cary  was  committed  about  the  middle  of  May. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  month,  Capt.  John  Alden  of 
Bofton  was  accufed,  who  was  thereupon  fent  down  to 
Salem.  He  had  been  many  years  commander  of  a  {loop 
in  the  colony  fervice,  employed  for  fupplying  the  forts 
eaft  with  provifions  and  (lores  ;  and  although,  upon  his 
firfl  appearing,  the  juftices  allowed  that  he  always  had 
the  character  of  an  honeft  man,  yet  one  of  them,  Gidney, 
foon  after,  let  him  know  he  then  faw  reafon  to  think  o- 
therwife  of  him.  Alden,  in  his  account,  fays,  that  the 
accufer  firft  pointed  to  another  man  and  laid  nothing, 
but  that  the  man  who  held  her  (looped  down  to  her  ear 
and  then  (he  cried  out  Alden,  Alden.  All  were  or- 
dered into  the  (treets  arid  a  ring  made,  and  then  (he  cri- 
ed out,  there  /lands  Alden  a  bold  fellow  with  his  hat  on; 
fells  powder  andfbot  to  the  Indians •,  lies  with  the  fquaws 
and  has  papoofes  &c<  He  was  immediately  taken  into 
cuflody  of  the  Marfliall  and  required  to  deliver  up  his 
fword.  A  further  examination  was  had  in  the  meeting 
houfe,  and  his  hands  were  held  open  by  the  officer,  that 
he  might  not  pinch  the  afflicted,  who  were  (truck  down 
at  the  fight  of  him,  and  made  their  ufual  cries;  all  which, 
the  juftices  deem'd  fufficient  grounds  for  committing  him 
to  goal,  where  he  lay  15  weeks,    and  then  he  was 

prevailed 
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prevailed  on  by  his  Friends  to  make  his  efcape,  and  to  j^k^ 
abfent  hirafelf  until  the  confirmation  mould  abate,  and 
the  people  recover  the  ufe  of  their  reafon. 

Although  the  number  of  prifoners  had  been  in- 
creafmg,  from  February  until  the  beginning  of  June,  yet 
there  had  been  no  trials.  The  charter  was  expected 
from  day  to  day,  and  the  new  conftitution  of  government, 
to  take  place.  Soon  after  it's  arrival,  commhTioners 
of  oyer  and  terminer  were  appointed  for  the  trial  of 
witchcrafts.  By  the  charter,  the  general  affembly  are  to 
conftitute  courts  of  juftice,  and  the  governor  with  the 
advice  of  council  is  to  nominate  and  appoint  judges, 
commiliioners  of  oyer  and  terminer,  &c.  but  whether 
the  governor,  with  advice  of  council,  can  conditute  a 
court  of  oyer  and  terminer,  without  authority  for  that 
purpofe  derived  from  the  general  affembly,  has  been, 
made  a  queftion  ;  however,  this,  the  moft  important  court 
to  the  life  of  the  fuhjeft  which  ever  was  held  in  the 
province,  was  conflituted  in  no  other  manner.  It  was 
opened  at  Salem,  the  firft  week  in  June.  Only  one  of 
rhe  accafed,  Bridget  Bifhop,  alias  Oliver,  was  then 
brought  to  trial.  She  had  been  charged  with  witch- 
craft twenty  years  before.  The  accufer,  upon  his 
death  bed,  confefTed  his  own  guilt  in  the  accufation ;  but 
an  old  woman,  once  charged  with  being  a  witch,  is  never 
afterwards  wholly  free  from  the  accufation,  and  flie  be- 
ing, befides,  of  a  fractious  temper,  all  the  lofTes  the  neigh- 
bours met  with  in  their  cattle  and  poultry,  and  accidents 
in  overfetting  their  carts,  &c.  were  attributed  to  her  fpite 
againit  them,  and  now  fafFered  to  be  teflified  againfl:  her, 
This  evidence,  together  with  the  teflimony  of  the  afflict* 
ed,  and  of  the  confeflbrs,  what  they  had  heard  from  the 
fpectres  and  feen  of  her  fpecrre,  and  an  excrefcence,  cal- 
led a  teat;  found  upon  her  body,  wrere  deemed  by  court 
and  jury  plenary  proof,  and  fhe  was  convicled,  and  cfti 
the  10th  of  June  executed.  The  further  trials  were 
put  off  to  the  adjournment,  the  30th  of  June.  The 
governor  and  conucil  thought  proper,  in  the  mean  tinier 

Vol,  IL  E  M 
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1692.  to  take  the  opinion  of  feveral  of  the  principal  minifters 
upon  the  ftate  of  things  as  they  then  flood.  This  was 
an  old  charter  practice.  They  gave  their  opinion  as 
follows.  * 

"  THE  return  of  feveral  mini  Hers,  confulted  by  his 
Excellency  and  the  honorable  council  upon  the 
prefent  witchcraft  in  Salem  village. 

Bofton,  June  15th,  1692. 
"  i.npHE  afSicled  fhte  of  our  poor  neighbours,  that 
-i-  are  now  fuffering  by  moleftations  from  the 
jnvifible  world,  we  apprehend  fo  deplorable,  that  we 
think  their  condition  calls  for  the  utmoft  help  of  all 
perfons  in  their  feveral  capacities. 

"  2.  We  cannot  but,  with  all  thankfulnefs,  acknow- 
ledge the  fuccefs  which  the  merciful  God  has  given  to 
the  fedulous  and  afTiduous  endeavours  of  our  hono- 
rable rulers,  to  defeat  the  abominable  witchcrafts  which 
have  been  committed  in  the  country,  humbly  praying, 
that  the  difeovery  of  thofe  myfterious  and  mifchievous 
wickednefTes  may  be  perfected. 

"  3.  We  judge  that  in  the  profecution  of  thefe  and 
all  fuch  witchcrafts,  there  is  need  of  a  very  critical  and 
exquifite  caution,  left  by  too  much  credulity  for  things 
received  only  upon  the  devil's  authority,  there  be  a  door 
opened  for  a  long  train  of  miferable  confequences,  and 
Satan  get  an  advantage  over  us ;  for  we  (hould  not  be 
ignorant  of  his  devices. 

"  4.  As,  in  complaints  upon  witchcrafts,  there  may 
be  matters  of  enquiry  which  do  not  amount  unto  matters 
of  prefumption,  and  there  may  be  matters  of  prefumption 
which  yet  may  not  be  matters  of  conviction,  fo  it  is 
neceffary,  that  all  proceedings,  thereabout,  be  managed 
"With  an  exceeding  tendernefs  towards  thofe  that  may  be 

complained 

*  1  fancy  this  muft  be  what  Douglafs  had  heard  fomething  of 
and  calls  by  miitake  "  the  addrefs  of  many  of  the  very  popular 
but  very  weak  miniflers  or  clergy   to  Sir  W.  P.  a  very  weak 

fovernor,   with  thanks  for  what  was  already  done,   and  ex- 
orting  him  to  proceed. " 
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complained   of,    efpecially    if  they  have  been  perfons  iffjfe 
Formerly  .  of  an  unblemifhed  reputation. 

"  5.  When  the  firfl  enquiry  is  made  into  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  fuch  as  may  lye  under  the  juft  fufpicioh 
of  witchcrafts,  we  could  wifti  that  there  niay  be  admitted 
as  little  as  pofTible  of  fuch  noife,  company  and  opennefs 
as  may  too  nattily  expofe  them  that  are  examined,  and 
that  there  may  be  nothing  u fed  as  a  tefl  for  the  trial  of 
the  fufpected,  the  lawfulnefs  whereof  may  be  doubted 
by  the  people  of  God  ;  but  that  the  directions  given  by 
fuch  judicious  writers,  as  Perkins  and  Bernard,  may  be 
obferved., 

"  <5.  Presumptions  whereupon  perfons  may  be 
committed  and,  much  more,  convictions  whereupon  per- 
fons may  be  condemned,  as  guilty  of  witchcrafts,  ought 
certainly  to  be  more  confiderable  than  barely  the  accufed 
perfon's  being  reprefentec!  by  a  fpeclre  unto  the  afflicted ; 
inafrriuch  as  it  is  an  undoubted  and  a  notorious  thing, 
that  a  daemon  may,  by  God's  permiflidn,  appear,  even  to 
ill  purpofes,  in. the  fhape  of  an  innocent,  yea  and  a  vir- 
tuous man.  Nor  can  we  eifeem  alterations  made  in  the 
fufFerers,  by  a  look  or  touch  of  the  accufed,  to  be  an  in- 
fallible evidence  of  guilt,  but  frequently  liable  to  be 
abu fed  bv  the  devil's  le^er-demain. 

"  7.  Wfc  know  not  whether  fome  remarkable  affronts 
given  the  devils,  by  our  difbelieving  thofe  teftimonies 
whdfe  whole  force  and  flrength  is  from  them  alone, 
may  not  put  a  period  unto  the  progrefs  of  the  dread- 
ful calamity  begun  upon  us,  in  the  accufation  of  fo  many 
perfons,  whereof  fome,  we  hope,  are  yet  clear  from  the 
great   tranfgreilion  laid  to  their  charge. 

"8.  Nevertheless,  we  cannot  but  humbly  re- 
commend, unto  the  government,  the  fpeedy  and  vigorous 
profecutions,  of  fuch  as  have  rendered  themfelves  ob- 
noxious, according  tc*  the  directions  given  in  the  laws  of 
God  and  the  wholfome  flatutes  of  the  Englifli  nation, 
for  the  detection  of  witchcrafts." 

E  %  TKt 
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The  judges  feem  to  have  paid  more  regard  to  the 
lad  article  of  this  return,  than  to  feveral  which  precede 
it ;  for  the  profecutions  were  carried  on  with  all  poffible 
vigor  and  without  that  exquifite  caution  which  is  propofed. 

At  the  firfl  trial,  there  was  no  colony  or  provincial 
law  againft  witchcraft  in  force.  The  datute  of  James 
the  firft  mud  therefore  have  been  considered  as  in  force 
in  the  province,  witchcraft  not  being  an  offence  at  com- 
mon law.  Before  the  adjournment,  the  old  colony  law, 
which  makes  witchcraft  a  capital  offence,  was  revived, 
wnh  the  other  local  laws,  as  they  were  called,  and  made 
a  law  of  the   province. 

At  the  adjournment,  June  30.  five  women  were 
brought  upon  trial,  Sarah  Good,  Rebekah  Nurfe,  Sufan- 
nah  Martin,  Elizabeth  How,  and  Sarah  Wilder. 

There  was  no  difficulty  with  any  but  Nurfe.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  church  and  of  a  good  character, 
and,  as  to  her,  the  jury  brought  in  their  verdict  not 
guilty  ;  upon  which  the  accufers  made  a  great  clamour, 
and  the  court  expreffed  their  diffatisfadtion  with  the  ver- 
dict, which  cauied  fome  of  the  jury  to  defire  to  go  out 
again  ;  and  then  they  brought  her  in  guilty.  This  was 
a  hard  cafe,  and  can  fcarcely  be  fa  id  to  be  the  execution  of 
law  and  juflice  in  mercy,  f  In  a  capital  cafe,  the  court 
often  refufes  a  verdict  of,  guilty,  but,  rarely,  if  ever, 
fends  a  jury  out  again,  upon  one  of,  not  guilty.  It  does 
not  indeed  appear,  that  in  this  cafe  the  jury  was  ordered 
out  again;  but  the  diffatisfaclion  expreffed  by  the  court 
feems  to  have  been  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  have  the 
fame  effect.  The  certificate  given  by  the  foreman  of 
the  jury,  to  fatisfy  the  relations  of  the  woman,  fliews 
how  the  fact  was. 

"  July  4th,    1692. 
"y  Thomas  Fiik  the  fubferiber  hereof,  being  one    of 
X  them   that  were  of  the  jury  lad  week  at    Salem 
court,-  upon   the  trial  of  Rebekah  Nurfe,  &.c.  being 

defired 

*  A  part  of  the  oath  the  King  takes  at  his  coronation,  "  which 
Judges  fhould  have  written  on  their  hearts."  Fofter'j  crown  taw. 
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defired,  by  fome  of  the  relations,  to  give  a  reafon  why  i6q2< 
the  jury   brought  her  in  guilty,   after  the  verdict  not 
guilty  ;  I  do  hereby  give  my  reafons  to  be  as  follows. 

"  When  the  verdict  not  guilty  was  given,  the  ho- 
nored court  was  pleafed  to  object  againft  it,  faying  to 
them,  that  they  think  they  let  flip  the  words  which  the 
prifoner  at  the  bar  fpake  againft  herfelf,  which  were 
fpoken  in  reply  to  Goodwife  Hobbs  and  her  daughter, 
who  had  been  faulty  in  fetting  their  hands  to  the  devil's 
book,  as  they  had  confefTed  formerly ;  the  words  were 
'  What  !  do  thefe  perfons  give  in  evidence  againft  me  nowf 
they  v fed  to  come  among  us?  After  the  honored  court  had 
manifeited  their  diffarisfaction  of  the  verdict,  feveral  of 
the  jury  declared  themfelves  defirous  to  go  out  again, 
and  thereupon  the  honored  court  gave  leave ;  but  when 
we  came  to  confider  the  cafe,  I  could  not  tell  how  to 
take  her  words  as  an  evidence  againft  her,  till  (lie  had  a 
further  opportunity  to  put  her  fenfe  upon  them,  if  flic 
would  take  it  ;  and  then  going  into  court,  I  mentioned 
the  words  aforefaid,  which  by  one  of  the  court  were. 
affirmed  to  have  been  fpoken  by  her,  {lie  being  then  at 
the  bar  but  made  no  reply  nor  interpretation  of  them  j 
whereupon,  thefe  words  were  to  me  a  principal  evidence 
againft  her.  Thomas  FiJk." 

Nurse,  being  informed  of  the  ufe  which  had  been 
made  of  her  words,  gave  in  a  declaration  to  the  court, 
that  "when  (he  laid  Hobbs  and  her  daughter  were  of 
her  company,  ilie  meant  no  more  than  that  they  were 
prifoners  as  well  as  herfelf;  and  that,  being  hard  of 
hearing,  (lie  did  not  know  what  the  foreman  of  thejury 
ftid ;"  but  her  declaration  had  no.  effect 

Mr.  Noyes,  the  minifter  of  Salem,  a  zealous  profecn- 
tor,  excommunicated  the  poor  old  woman  and  delivered 
her  to  Satan,  to  whom  he  fuppofed  (lie  had  formally 
given  herfelf  up  many  years  before ;  but  her  life  and 
converfation  had  been  fuch,  that  the  remembrance  there- 
of, in  a  fhort  time  after,  wiped  off  all  the  reproach  occa- 
iioned  by  the  civil  or  ecclefiaftlcal  fentenqe  againft  her. 

E  3  It 
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It  is  faid,  that  at  the  trial  of  Sarah  Good,  one  of  the 
affli&ed  perfons  fell  into  a  fit,  and,  after  recovery,  cried 
out,  "  that  the  prifoner  had  flab-bed  her  and  broke  her 
knife  in  doing  it;"  and  a  piece  of  the  knife  was  found 
upon  the  afflicled  perfon ;  but  a  young  man  declared, 
that,  the  day  before,  he  broke  that  very  knife  and  threw 
away  the  piece,  this  afflicted  perfon  being  then  prefent. 
The  court  took  fo  much  notice  as  to  bid  her  tell  no  more 
lies,  but  went  on  to  improve  her  as  a  witnefs  againft; 
other  prifoners.*  Something  happened,  not  unlike  to 
this,  in  a  trial  before  Sir  Matthew  Hale.  The  afflicted 
children,  in  their  fits,  would  fhriek  out  upon  the  leaft 
touch  from  Rofe  Cullender,  one  of  the  witches,  but  re- 
mained quite  infenfible  when  any  body  elfe  touched 
them.  Left  there  fhould  be  any  fraud,  Lord  Cornwallis. 
Sir  Edmund  Bacon,  Serjeant  Keeling  and  other  gentle- 
men attended  one  of  the  girls,  whilft  (lie  was  in  her  fits, 
at  another  part  of  the  hall,  and  one  of  the  witches  was 
brought,  and  an  apron  was  put  before  the  girl's  eyes ; 
but  inflead  of  the  witches  hand,  another  perfon's  hand 
was  taken  to  touch  the  girl,  who  thereupon  fhrieked 
out  as  {he  ufed  to  do.  The  gentlemen  returned  and 
declared  to  the  court  they  believed  the  whole  was  an 
impoflure.  Notwkh  (landing  this,  the  witch  was  found 
guilty,  and  the  judge  and  all  the  court  were  fully  fa'tif- 
fied  with  the  verdict,  and  awarded  fentence  accordingly. 

Susannah  Martin  had  been  fui peeled  ever  fmce 
1669,  fo  that  many  witch  flories  were  reported  of  her 
and  given  in  evidence  again  ft:  her.  One  of  thefe  women, 
being  told  at  her  execution  by  the  mimfter  Mr.  Noyes, 
that  he  knew  {lie  was  a  witch,  and  therefore  advifed  her 
to  confefs,  fhe  replied,  that  he  lied,  and  that  Jhe  was 

no 

*  This  ftory  is  related,  "by  Catef,  who,  by  his  narrative,  gave 
great  offence,  having  cenfured  the  proceeding?,  at  a  time  when 
in  general  the  country  did  not  fee  the  error  they  had  been  in  ; 
but  in  his  account  of  facets  which  can  be  evidenced  by  records, 
and  other  original  wriiing?,  he  appears  to  have  been  %  -V::r 
ftfaior.  '  .-    '  "  -  "  ....... 
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no  more  a  witch  than  he  was  a  wizard ;  and  if  he  took  j6q2, 
away  her  life  God  would  give  him  blood  to  drink,  f 

At  the  trial  of  another  of  them,  it  is  faid,  that,  one 
of  the  afflicted  cried  out  in  court  upon  Mr.  Willard,  a 
minifter  of  Bofton,  and  that  fhe  was  immediately  fens 
out  of  court  ;  and  it  was  given  out  that  fhe  was  miftaken 
in  the  perfon.  \  There  was  one  Willard  then  in  prifon 
for  witchcraft, 

At  the  next  adjournment,  Aug.  5th,  George  Bur-" 
roughs,  John  Procter  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  John 
Willard,  George  Jacobs  and  Martha  Carrier  were  all 
brought  upon  trial  and  condemned,  and  all  executed  up- 
on the  19th  of  Auguft,  except  Elizabeth  Procter,  who 
efcaped  by  pleading  her  belly. 

Burroughs  had  been  a  preacher, §  feveral  )rears 
before  this,  at  Salem  village*  where  there  had  been  fome 
mifunderftanding  between  him  and  the  people.  After- 
wards he  became  a  preacher  at  Wells  in  the  province  of 
Main.  We  will  be  a  little  more  particular  in  our  ac- 
count of  his  trial.  |j   .  The  indictment  was  as  follows. 

E  4  "  Anno- 

f  Calef.— 'They  have  a  tradition  among  the  people  of  Salem  that 
a  peculiar  circumftance  attended  the  death  of  this  gentleman,  - 
he  having  been  choaked  with  blood, which  makes  them  fuppofe 
her,  if  not  a  witch,  a  Pythonitia,  at  leaft,  in  this  inftance. 

\  Calef. 

§  The  confefTmg  witches  were  examined  concerning  him.— 
"  Richard  Carrier  affirmed  to  the  jury  that  he  faw  Mr.  George 
Burroughs  at  the  witch  meeting  at  the  village  and  faw  him 
administer  the  facrament.  Mary  Lacey,  fenr*  and  her  daugh- 
ter Mary  affirmed  that  Mr.  George  Burroughs  was  at  the  witch 
meetings  and  witch  facraments,  and  that  {he  knows  Mr.  Bur- 
roughs to  be  of  the  company  of  witches.  Aug.  3.  1692.'* 
;  Among  the  fufferers  difcovered  in  England  by  Matthewrlopkins 
in  1645,  there  was  one  Mr. Lewis,  whom  Mr. Baxter  calls  an  old 
reading  parfon,  and  fays  that  heconfefTed  he  had  two  imps,  and 
that  he  fent  one  to  (ink  a  (hip  which  he  faw  on  the  coaft,  and 
that  afterwards  he  faw  the  fhip  fink.  Doclor  Kutchinfon,  in 
his  obfervations  upon  the  Suffolk  witches,  fays,  Mr.  Lewis  was 
aa  ancient  clergyman,  near  fourfcore,  who  read  Q_^  Elizabeth's 

homilies 
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$692.  "  Anno  Regis  et  Regince,  &c.  quarto. 

Eflex  fT'T^HE  Jurors  for  our  fovereign  Lord  and  Lady 
-I  the  King  and  Queen,  pre/em,  that  George 
Burroughs,  late  of  Falmouth  in  the  Province  of  Mafia- 
chufets  bay,  clerk,  the  ninth  day  of  May,  in  the  fourth 
year  of  the  reign  of  our  fovereign  Lord  and.  Lady  Wil- 
liam and  Mary,  by  the  grace  of  God  of  England,  Scot- 
land, France  and  Ireland,  King  and  Queen,  defenders  of 
the  faith,  &c.  and  divers  other  days  and  times,  as  well 
beiore  as  after,  certain  detcftable  arts  called  witchcrafts 
and  forceries,  wickedly  and  felonioufiy  hath  ufed,  prac- 
tifed  and  exercifed,  at  and  within  the  town  of  Salem,  in 
the  county  of  EfTex  aforefaid,  in,  upon  and  againrt  one 
Mary  Walcot  of  Salem  village,  in  the  county  of  EfTex, 
fmgle  woman  ;  by  which  faid  wicked  arts,  the  laid  Mary 
Walcot,  the  ninth  day  of  May,  in  the  fourth  year  above 
faid,  and  divers  other  days  and  times  as  well  before  as 
after,  was  and  is  tortured,  afflicted,  pined,  confirmed, 
wafted  and  tormented,  againil  the  peace  of  our  fovereign 
Lord  and  Lady  the  King  and  Queen,  and  againft  the  form 
of  the  ftatute  in  that  cafe  made  an^l  provided.  Endorfed 
BUla  vera."  Three  other  bills  were  found  againfl:  him 
for  witchcrafts  upon  other  perfons,  to  all  which  he 
pleaded  not  guilty,  and  put  hi.mfelf  upon  trial,  &e. 

The  afHjcl:ed  perfons,  and  the  conferring  witches  were 
firfl:  examined  ;  for  although,  by  the  advice  of  the  elders, 
their  evidence  w7as  not  conclufive,  yet  fome  prefumption 
arofe  from  it,  and  with  other  circnmitances  to  corrobo- 
rate it,  the  proof  might  be  fufficieut  to  convict.,  One 
circumftance  was,  that,  being  a  little  man,  he  had  per- 
formed feats  beyond  the  ilrength  of  a  giant,   viz.    had 

held 
homilies  inftead  of  fermons,  but  being  what  was  then  cal- 
led a  malignant  parfon,  he  was  more  eafily  convicted  ;  that 
upon  his  trial-  he  afferted  his  innocency,  and  at  his  execution 
read  the  fervice  for  burial  himfelf ;  that  the  confeflion  [Sfr. 
Baxter  mentions  was  from  the  evidence  of  perfons  at  his  trial 
and  as  Hopkins  had  ftvam  him  fevers!  times  till  he  was  neat 
droy.T*;rig.  fuch  coiifeSioa,  pr  anv  ether*  w:«s  not  ma^r  o." 
eat  t.v en'dsr. 


massachuse;ts-ray.       $7 

held  out  a  gun  of*  feven  feet  barrel  with  one  hand,  and  1692. 
had  carried  a  barrel  full  of  cyder  from  a  canoe  to  the 
ftiore.  Upon  his  urging,  that  an  Indian,  who  was  pre- 
fent,held  out  the  gun  alio,  and  the  witneffes  not  remem- 
bring  that  any  Indian  was  there,  it  was  faid  the  Indian 
mud  have  been  the  black  man  or  the  devil,  who  the 
witneffes  fwore  looks  like  an  Indian.  Other  evidence 
was  given  of  his  harfh  treatment  of  his  wives,  having 
been  twice  married,  and  of  his  pretending  to  them  that 
he  knew  what  had  been  faid  to  them  in  his  abfence,  and 
his  perfuading  them  to  give  it  under  their  hands  in  wri- 
ting, and  to  fwear  to,  it,  that  they  would  not  reveal  his 
fecrets ;  and  it  was  further  faid  they  had  privately  com- 
plained to  the  neighbours  that  their  houfe  was  haunted 
with  fpirits :  And  a  brother  of  one  of  his  wives  fwore, 
that  going  out  after  lira w berries,  upon  their  return,  he 
went  into  the  bufhes  on  foot,  and  though  they  rode  a 
quick  pace,  yet  when  they  came  near  home,  to  their 
aftonifhment,  they  found  him  with  them,  and  that  he 
fell  to  chiding  his  v/ife  for  talking  to  her  brother  about 
him,  and  faid  he  knew  their  thoughts,  which,  the  bro- 
ther faid  was  more  than  the  devil  knew  ;  to  which 
Burroughs  replied,  that  his  god  told  him.  Againft  this 
evidence  he  urged,  that  a  man  was  with  him,  to  (hew 
that  another  walked  as  faft  as  he  did ;  and  this  was 
immediately  determined  to  be  the  black  man  alfo.  And, 
upon  the  whole,  he  was  confounded  and  ufed  many 
twiftings  and  turnings,  which  I  think  we  cannot  wonder 
at.  At  his  execution,  he  concluded  his  dying  prayer 
with  the  Lord's  prayer  -%  probably  to  convince  fome  of 
the  fpedtators  of  his  innocence,  for  it  was  the  received 
opinion,  that  a  true  witch  could  not  fay  the  Lord's 
prayer  without  blundering,*  and  in  many  of  the  ex- 
aminations it  was  ufed  as  a  teft,  and  feveral  of  the  old 
v/omen  not  faying  it  right,  this  was  improved  againft  them. 

September 

*  "  She  was  bid  to  fay  the  Lord's  prayer.     When  fhe  came  to 

forgive  us  our  trefpaiTes  as  we  forgive  thera  'ihat  trefpafs  againft 

us,  (lie  faid,  fo  do  I.      No  other  miftake,  in  faying  the  prayer, 

remarkable."     A  nuowaiis  examination,  Sept.  21.  1692* 
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September  the  9th,  Martha  Cory,  Mary  Efly,  Alice 
Parker,  Ann  Pudeater,  Dorcas  Hoar,  and  Mary  Brad- 
bury were  tried,  and  September  1 7th,  Margaret  Scon, 
Wilmot  Read,  Samuel  War  dwell,  Mary  Parker,  Abigail 
Falkner,  Rebekah  Eames,  Mary  Lacey,  Ann  Fofter  and 
Abigail  Hobbs,  and  all  received  fentence  of  death. 
Thofe  in  italick  were  executed  the  2  2d  following. 

Mart  Estty,  who  was  fifter  to  Nurfe,  gave  in  to  the 
court  a  petition ;  in  which  fhe  fays,  {he  does  not  ailc  her 
own  life,  although  (he  is  confcious  of  her  innocence, 
but  prays  them,  before  they  condemn  any  more,  to  ex- 
amine the  confeffing  witches  more  ftric'tly ;  for  fhe  is 
fure  they  have  belied  themfelves  and  others,  which  will 
appear  in  the  world  to  which  die  is  going*  if  it  fhculd 
not  in  this  world. 

Those  who  were  condemned  and  not  executed,  I 
fuppofe,  all  confefTed  their  guilt.  I  have  feen  the  con- 
fefTions  of  feveral  of  them,  Wardwell  alfo  confefTed, 
but  he  recanted  and  fuffered.  His  own  wife,  as  well 
as  his  daughter,*  accufed  him  and  faved  themfelves. 
There  are  many  inftances,  among  the  examinations,  of 
children  accufing  their  parents,  and  fome  of  parents  ac- 
cufing  their  children.  This  is  the  only  inftance  of  a  wife 
or  hufband,  accufing  one  the  other,  and  furely  this  in- 
ftance ought  not  to  have  been  fuffered.  I  fhudder  while 
I  am  relating  it.  Befides  this  irregularity,  there  were 
others  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  trials.  The  facts  laid  in 
the  indictments  were,  witchcrafts  upon  particular  perfons, 
there  was  no  evidence  of  thefe  facts,  but  what  was  called 
fpeclral  evidence,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  minifters, 
was  inefficient ;  fome  of  the  other  evidence  was  of  facts 
ten  or  twenty  years  before,  which  had  no  relation  to 
thofe  with  which  they  were  charged  ;  and  fome  of  them 
no  relation  to  the  crime  of  witchcraft.  Evidence  is  not 
admitted,  even  againfl  the  general  character  of  perfons 

upon 
*  The  daughter  upon  a  fecond  enquiry   denied  that  fhe  knew 

her  father  and  mother  to  be  witches  j  the  wife  was  not  afked 

a  fecocd  t,rr  e. 
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up.on  trial,  unlefs  to  encounter  other  evidence  brought  169a. 
in  favour  of  it ;  much  lefs  ought  their  whole  lives  to  be 
arraigned,  without  giving  time  fufficient  for  defence,  f 

Giles  Cory  was  the  only  perfon,  befides  thofe 
already  named,  who  fuffered.  He,  feeing  the  fate  of  all 
who  had  put  themfelves  upon  trial,  refufed  to  plead ; 
but  the  judges,  who  had  not  been  careful  enough  in  ob- 
ferving  the  law  in  favour  of  the  prifoners,  determined 
to  do  it  againfl  this  unhappy  man,  and  he  had  judgment 
of  peine  fort  et  dure  for  rtanding  mute,  and  was  prefTed 
to.  death  ;  the  only  inftance  which  ever  was,  either  before 
this  time  or  fince,  in  New-England.  In  all  ages  of  the 
world  fuperftiticus  credulity  has  produced  greater  cru- 
elty than  is  pra&ifed  among  the  Hottentots,  or  other 
nations,  whofe  belief  of  a  deity  is  called  in  queftion. 

This  court  of  oyer  and  terminer,  happy  for  the 
country,  fat  no  more.  Nineteen  perfons  had  been  exe- 
cuted, all  averting  their  innocence;  but  this  was  not 
enough  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  people  in  general. 
The  goal  at  Salem  was  filled  with  prifoners,  and  many 
had  been  removed  to  other  goals ;  fome  were  admitted 
to  bail-,  all  referved  for  trial,  a  law  having  paffed  con- 
stituting a  fupreme  (landing  court,  with  jurifdietion  in 
capital,  as  well  as  all  other  criminal  cafes.  The  general 
^ourt  alfo  ihewed  their  zeal  againfl  witchcraft,  by  a  law 
panned  in  the  words  of  the  ftatute  of  James  the  firfl,  but 
this  law  was  difallowed  by  the  King.  If  the  court  was 
of  opinion  that  the  ftatute  extended  here,  I  fee  no  ne- 
ceffity  of  a  provincial  a<ft  exactly  in  the  fame  words ;  if 
the  ftatute  did  not  extend  here,  I  know  not  by  what 
law  the  fir  ft  that  was  tried  could  be  fentenced  to  death. 

The 

f  Agalnft  many  of  the  womcR  there  was  likewife  given  in  evidence 
the  return  of  a  jury  of  one  man,  a  doctor,  and  eight  women 
appointed  to  examine  their  bodies  for  tetts  and  other  devil's 
marks.  The  fearch  was  curious  enough,  but  the  return  is  too 
indelicate  to  appear  in  this  relation.  Some  faid  the  credulity 
was  fuch  that  a  flea  bite,  would  pafs  well  enough  for  a  fett  or 
(lie  devil's  mark. 
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1692.  The  time,  by  law,  for  holding  the  court  at  Salem, 
was  not  until  January.  This  gave  opportunity  for 
confideration  ;  and  this  alone  might  have  been  fuffi- 
cient  for  a  change  of  opinions  and  meafures,  but  another 
reafon  has  been  given  for  it.  Ordinarily,  perfons  of  the 
Joweft  rank  in  life  have  had  the  misfortune  to  be  charged 
"With  witchcrafts ;  and  although  many  fuch  had  fuffered, 
yet  there  remained  in  prifon  a  number  of  women,  of  as 
reputable  families  as  any  in  the  towns  where  they  lived, 
and  feveral  perfons,  of  (till  fuperior  rank,  were  hinted  at 
by  the  pretended  bewitched,  or  by  the  confefiing  witches. 
Some  had  been  publickly  named.  Dudley  Bradilreet,  a 
juftice  of  peace,  who  had  been  appointed  one  of  prefident 
Dudley's  council,  and  who  was  fon  to  the  worthy  old 
governor,  then  living,  found  it  neceffary  to  abfcond. 
Having  been  remifs  in  profecuting,  he  had  been  charged 
by  fome  of  the  afflicted  as  a  confederate.  His  brother, 
John  Bradilreet,  was  forced  to  fly  alfo.  Calef  fays  it 
was  intimated  that  Sir  William  Phips's  lady  was  among 
the  accufed.  It  is  certain,  that  one  who  pretended  to 
be  bewitched  at  Bofton,  where  the  infection  was  begin- 
ning to  fpread,  charged  the  fecretary  of  the  colony  of 
Connecticut.*  Mrs.  Hale,  wife  to  the  minifter  of  Be- 
verly, was  accufed  alfo ;  which  caufed  her  hufband  to 
alter  his  judgment  and  to  be  lefs  active  in  profecutions 
than  he  had  been. 

At  the  court  in  January,  the  grand  jury  found  bills 
againft  about  50  for  witchcraft,  one  or  two  men,  the 
reft  women ;  but,  upon  trial,  they  were  all  acquitted, 
except  three   of  the  worft  characteis,  and  thoie    the 

governor 

*  "  As  to  what  you  mention,  concerning  that  poor  creature  in 
your  town  that  is  afflicted,  and  mentioned  my  name  to  your- 
felf  and  fon,  I  return  you  hearty  thanks  for  your  intimation 
about  it,  and  for  your  charity  therein  mentioned  ;  and  1  have 
great  caufe  to  blefs  God,  who,  of  his  mercy  hitherto,  hath  not 
Jeft  me  to  fall  into  fuch  an  horrid  evil."  Extrati  of  a  letter 
from  Sccrj  Allen  to  Inc.  Mather ',    Hartford,  18  March,  92- 3. 
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governor  reprieved  for  the  King's  mercy.  All  that 
were  not  brought  upon  trial  he  ordered  to  bedifcharged.f 
Such  a  goal  delivery  was  made  this  court,  as  has 
never  been  known   at  any  other  time  in  New- England, 

Several  perfons  had  been  charged  and  imprifoned 
in  the  county  of  Middlefex  alfo,  and  at  the  firfl  court 
at  Charleflown  they  were  brought  to  trial,  but  the 
jury  acquitted  them  all.  Some  of  the  court  were  dif- 
fausfied.  The  juries  changed  fooner  than  the  judges* 
However,  it  was  not  long  before  one,  at  leafl,  of  the 
judges  of  the  firfl  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  was  fenfi- 
ble  of  his  error.  Mr.  Sewall,  at  a  public  fafr.,  gave  in 
to  the  minifler  a  bill,  acknowledging  his  error  in  the  late 
proceedings,  and  defiring  to  humble  himfelf  in  the  fight 
of  God  and  his  people.  It  is  faid,  that,  the  chief  juflice, 
Mr.Stoughton,  being  informed  of  this  action  of  one  of 
his  brethren,  obferved  for  himfelf  that,  when  he  fat  in 
judgment,  he  had  the  fear  of  God  before  his  eyes  and 
gave  his  opinion  according  to  the  bed  of  his  underftand- 
ing  ;  and  although  it  might  appear  afterwards,  that  he 
had  been  in  an  error,  yet  he  faw  no  necefilty  of  a 
public   acknowledgment   of  it. 

One  of  the  minifters,  who,  in  the  time  of  it,  wa's 
h\\hj  convinced  that  the  complaining  perfons  were  no 
impoflures,  and   who  vindicated   his  own  conduct  and 

that 

f  It  is  faid,  the  governor's  lady,  when  Sir  William  was  abfent, 
faved  one  poor  woman  from  trial.  "  In  Sir  William's  abfence", 
his  lady,  I  fuppofe  upon  account  of  her  name's  being  Mary, 
(William  and  Mary)  was  ibllicited  for  a  favour  in  behalf  of  a 
woman  committed  by  one  of  the  judges,  on  accufation  of 
witchcraft,  by  a  formal  warrant  under  his  hand  and  feal,  and 
in  cloie  prifon  for  trial  the  next  aflizes,  then  not  far  off.  The 
good  lady,  propria  virtute*  granted  and  figned  a  warrant  for 
the  faid  woman's  discharge,  which  was  obeyed  by  the  keeper, 
and  the  woman  lives  ftill  for  aught  I  know.  Truly,  I  did  not 
believe  this  ftory  till  I  faw  a  copy  of  the  mittimus  and  dif- 
charge  under  the  keeper's  hand,  attefted  a  true  copy,  for  which 
difcovery  the  keeper  was  difcharged  from  his  truft  and  put  out 
Qf  his  employment,  as  he  himfelf  told  me.     M.S.  letter. 
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that  of  the  court,  in  a  narrative  he  publifhed,  remarks, 
not  long  after,  in  his  diary,  that  many  were  of  opinioii 
that  innocent  blood  had  been  (hed.  None  of  the  pre- 
tended afflicted  were  ever  brought  upon  trial  for  their 
fraud,  fome  of  them  proved  profligate  perfons,  aban- 
doned to  all  vice,  others  paffed  their  days  in  obfcurity 
or  contempt. 

The  opinion  which  prevailed  in  New-England,  for 
many  years  after  this  tragedy,  that  there  was  fornetbing 
preternatural  in  it,  and  that  it  was  not  all  the  effect  of 
fraud  and  impofture,  proceeded  from  the  reluctance  in 
human  nature  to  reject  errors  once  imbibed.  As  the 
principal  actors  went  off  the  ilage,  this  opinion  has  gra- 
dually lefferied,  and  perhaps  it  is  owing  to  a  refpect  to  the 
memory  of  their  immediate  anceftors,  that  many  do  not 
yet  feem  to  be  fully  convinced.  There  are  a  great  num- 
ber of  perfons  who  are  willing  to  fuppofe  the  accuTers  to 
have  been  under  bodily  diforders  which  affected  their 
imaginations.  This  is  kind  and  charitable,  but  feems  to  be 
winking  the  truth  out  of  fight.  A  little  attention  muff 
Force  conviction  that  the  whole  was  a  fcene  of  fraud  and 
impoflure,  began  by  young  girls,  who  at  firft  perhaps 
thought  of  nothing  more  than  being  pitied  and  indulged, 
and  continued  by  adult  perfons,  who  were  afraid  of  be- 
ing accufed  themfelves.  The  one  and  the  other,  rather 
than  confefs  their  fraud,  fuffered  the  lives  of  fo  many 
innocents  to  be  taken  away,  through  the  credulity  of 
judges  and  juries* 

It 

*  The  general  court,  about  20  years  after,  upon  the  petitions  of 
the  relations  of  thofe  who  had  been  executed,  and  of  feveral 
perfons  who  had  been  charged  and  fled,  and  whofe  goods 
had  been  feized,  made  grants  for  and  in  connderation  of  the 
lofTes  fuftaincd ;  but  the  petitioners  alledged,  that  they  bore 
no  proportion  to  the  real  damage.  Philip  Englifh,  a  mer- 
chant in  Salem,  received  £.  300. — He  computed  his  damages 
at  /".i^co-i——  Enquiry  was  made  by  a  committee,  and  they 
prefdTed  to  report  fftdi  funis  as  each  petitioner  had  fuffered, 
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It  was  propofed   that  the  members  of  the  general  1692 
court  fhould,  during  the  recefs,  confider  of  fuch  laws  as 
were  neceffary  to  be  eftablimed ;  for  the  act  reviving  the 
colony  laws  was  to  continue  in  force  no  longer  than 
until  November  1692. 

This  was  a  work  of  great  importance,  and  required 
the  wifeft  heads,  and  ought  to  have  been  committed  to 
felect  perfons  upon  a  preconcerted   plan,  the  whole  of 
which  each  perfon  mould  have  kept  in  view ;  for  want 
thereof  the  people  of  the  province  have  been  fufferers 
ever  iince ;    the  construction   of  many   laws  has  been 
doubtful  and  varying,  it  being  impoffible  to  reconcile  the 
feveral  parts  to  any  general  principle  of  law  whatfoever. 
Befides,  being  paifed  one  after  another,  as  they  happened 
to  be  brought  in,  and  fent  to  England  for  allowance, 
fome  were  difapproved ;  others,  which  depended  upon 
or  had  fome  connection  with  thofe  which  were  disap- 
proved, were  allowed ;  whereas,  if  one  complete  code  or 
fyllem  had   been   prepared  and   fent  to  England,    fuch 
alterations  would  have  been  propofed,  as  might  finally 
have  iffued  in  a  well  digefted  confident  body  of  laws ; 
and  a  temporary  provifion  might  have  been  made,   until 
this  perpetual  rule  mould  be  fettled.     Seven  years  had 
paffed,  and  four  different  acts    had  been  fent,  one  after 
another,   to  England,  for  eftablifhing  courts  of  juflice, 
before  the  royal  approbation  could  be  obtained.     It  was 
the  practice  of  the  ad  mini  it  ration  then,  and,  it  feems,  at 
that  time  to  have  been  well  enough  received  in  the  pro- 
vince,! to  point  out,  either  in  the  order  difailowing  laws, 
or  to  the  agent  who  prefented  them,  the  particular  ex- 
ceptions, and  to  propofe  fuch  alterations  as  might  render 

them 

f  "lam  alfo  obliged  to  acknowledge  jrour  Lordfnips  favour  iri 
making  known  the  reafons  of  the  repeal  of  divers  acts  and  laws 
made  "'itliin  this  province,  which  is  of  good  :.i>foi  (nation  and 
direction  unto  the  general  afTembly  in  their  new  making  of 
others  to  thofe  pnrpofes."  Extr.from  Lt.Gcv.  StGugbton's  letter 
to  lords  of  trade*,  Sept.  30.  1697. 
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J692.  them  acceptable,  except  in  fuch  cafes  where  the  law  in 
all  it's  parts  was  difapproved.  || 

The  legiilature  confiding  of  many  of  the  fame  per- 
fons  who  had  compofed  the  legiilature  under  the  old 
charter,  we  find  the  fame  fpirit,  in  mod  of  the  laws 
which  were  firfl  palfed,  as  had  been  in  the  colony  laws. 
The  firfl  a&  was  a  fort  of  Magna  charta,  afferting  and 
fetting  forth  their  general  privileges,  and  this  claufe  was 
among  the  reft,  "  No  aid,  tax,  tallage,  afleflment, 
"  cuflom,  loan,  benevolence  or  impofition  whatfoever, 
41  (hall  be  laid,  affeffed,  impofed,or  levied  on  any  of  their 
"  Majeflies  fubjecls  or  their  eftates,  on  any  pretence 
*  whatfoever,  but  by  the  acl:  and  confent  of  the  gover- 
"  nor,  council  and  reprefentatives  of  the  people  affembled 
"  in  general  court."  The  other  parts  of  the  aft  were 
copied  from  Magna  chartd.  This  was  foon  difallowed. 
So  was  art  acl:  lor  punifhing  capital  offenders  ;  amongf 
whom  are  ranked  idolaters,  blafphemers  and  inceftuoue 

perfons, 
\\  By  Poyning's  act,  fo  called,  it  is  provided,  u  that  bo  parliament 
be  hereafter  holden  in  the  laid  land  of  Ireland  but  at  fuch  fea- 
fon  as  the  King's  lieutenant  and  council  there  firft  do  certifk 
the  King,  under  the  great  feal  of  that  land,  the  caufes  and 
considerations,  and  all  fuch  acts  as  them  feemeth  fhould  paft 
in  the  fame  parliament,  and  fuch  caufes,  confiderations  and 
acts  affirmed  by  the  King  and  his  council  to  be  good  and  ex- 
pedient for  that  land."  By  an  act  of  the  parliament  of  England 
3d  and  4th  Phil.  &  Mar.  it  was  determined,  that  the  meaning 
of  the  words  "  good  and  expedient  for  that  land"  was  that  the 
acts  fent  to  England  might  be  pafled  in  fuch  form  and  tenor  as 
fent  over,  or  that  any  part  of  them  might  be  changed  ancl 
altered  before  they  were  fent  back  to  Ireland  to  be  pafTed  by 
the  parliament  there.  A  queftion,  however,  was  itarted  in  the 
1 2th  of  K,  James  I.  and  it  was  referred  to  the  chief  juftice,  &e. 
*  to  confider  both  the  Irifh  and  Engiifh  act,  and  although  it  may 
feem  difficult  to  include  correction  and  alteration  in  affirmation, 
yet,  it  was  certain,  the  act  of  Phil.  &  Mar.  had  fo  explained  it ; 
and  thus,  although  the  acts  themfelves  are  to  be  originally 
drawn  or  propofed  in  Ireland^  yet  the  amendments  or  altera- 
tions, which  may  be  as  material  as  the  acts  themfelves,  originate 
in  England  This  feems  unconstitutional  in  an  Engiifh 
government.  It  is  not  certain,  however,  that  there  may  not  be 
conveniences  arifmg  hereby  to  the  people  of  Ireland  fufficiei?1" 
to  balance  all  inoonveniencies, 
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perfon?,  and,  what  the  benignity  of  the  common  law  ^v 
makes  manflaughter,  was  by  this  aft  exprefsly  declared 
to  be  wilful  murder.  This  law  was  framed  from  the 
judicial  laws  of  Mbfes.  Divers  other  afts,  which  dis- 
covered the  fame  fpirit,  met  with  the  fame  fate.  The 
danger  they  had  been  in  from  Sir  Edmund  Andros's 
calling  their  titles  in  queflion,  I  imagine,  mud  have  occa- 
fioried  an  aft  for  quieting  poifeffions ;  declaring  that  three 
years  quiet  pofTeffion  mould  give  a  title,  with  the  ufual 
favings  of  infants,  &c.  This,  probably,  was  thought  too 
fliort  a  term,  and  therefore  difallowed ;  as  was  alfo  an 
aft  for  the  equal  distribution  of  infolvents  eftates ;  the 
rule  of  law  for  paying  debts  according  to  their  nature 
and  degree  was  thought  preferable;  but  the  people 
having  never  been  ufed  to  this,  it  would  have  been  very 
inconvenient,  and,  upon  further  trial,  the.  aft,  or  one  to 
the  fame  purpofe,  was  allowed.  It  is  indeed  difficult  to' 
afiign  a  fufficient  reafon,  why  not  only  one  fet  of  cre- 
ditors of  a  deceafed  infolvent  (hall  be  paid  their  full  debts 
to  the  exclufion  of  all  others ;  but  even  an  executor  or 
administrator  mall  have  it  in  his  power  to  pay  him-r 
felf,  to  the  exclufion  of  others  whofe  debts  were  of 
the  fame  nature. 

Other  afts,  which  were  paiTed,  were  approved,  viz* 
one  for  prevention  of  frauds  and  perjuries,  conformable 
to  the  ftatute  of  Charles  the  2d;  others  for  punifliing 
criminal  offences,  in  many  parts  mitigating  the  penalties 
at  common  lav/  ;  for  the  obfervation  of  the  Lord's 
day  ;  folemnizing  marriages  by  a  minifter  or  a  juftice  of 
peace;  fettlement  and  fupport  of  minifters  and  fchool- 
mafters ;  regulating  towns  and  counties ;  requiring  the 
oaths  appointed  inflead  of  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and 
Supremacy,  as  alfo  the  oaths  of  officers;  eftabliihing 
fees ;  afcertalni'ng  the  number  and  regulating  the  houfe 
of  reprefentatives,  and  divers  other  afts  of  immediate 
neceility  and  general  utility,  which  have  been  in  force 
ever  iince  ;  but  none  of  more  univerfal  influence 
than  the  aft  for  fettlement  of  the  eftates  of  perfon^ 

"Vol;  Ik  F  *  $tfa& 
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1692.  dying  inteftate.  In  a  new  country  the  length  of  time  an 
eftate  has  been  in  a  family  can't  be  urged  for  the  further 
continuance  of  it  ;*  where  improvements  are  continually 
making,  the  perfonal  eftate  is  continually  changing  into 
real,  which  increafes  the  natural  injuilice  of  one  child's 
taking  the  real  eftate  of  the  parent,  to  the  exclufion  of 
the  other  children  ;  it  was  therefore  thought  reasonable, 
that  the  real  as  well  as  perfonal  eftate  of  a  parent  mould 
be  equally  diftributed  among  his  or  her  children,  faving  to 
the  eldefl  fon,  either  from  the  rule  in  the  law  of  Mofes,or 
a  fuppofed  juft  claim  from  primogeniture,  a  double  (hare* 
Theaft  therefore,  in  general,  was  planned  upon  the  flatute 
of  diftributions,  but  gave  two  fhare»  to  the  eldefl  fon, 
and,  undoubtedly,  in  the  diftribution  among  the  children 
of  an  inteftate,  refpected  real  eftares  in  like  manner  with 
perfonal ;  the  widow  had  her  thirds  in  the  real  for  life  only. 
It  is  evident,  that  the  principal  point  in  view  was 
to  make  real  eftates  partible  among  the  children  of  3n 
inteflate,  and  that  they  never  confidered  the  full  opera- 
tion of  the  claufe  in  the  flatiue,and  which  is  alfo  brought 
into  the  a  61,  providing,  that  where  there  are  no  children 
the  whole  eftate  (hall  go  to  the  next  of  kin  to  the  inteftate.f 

The 

*  In  Ruffia,  it  is  faid,  they  diftinguifh  between  lands  that  have 
been  a  long  time  in  a  family  and  thofeof  late  original.  "  Lands, 
that  have  not  been  above  twenty  years  in  a  family,  fall  to  the 
younger  children  proportionably  with  the  eldeft."  Voyage  t§ 
the  northern  coajis  of  Europe. 

f  Accordingly,  tor  more  than  thirty  years  after  the  paffing  this 
law,  it  was  the  prevailing  practice,  I  am  not  fare  it  was  fo 
in  every  inftance.  for  real  eftates  to  defcend  and  be  diftributed 
by  the  courts  of  probate  as  at  common  law,  the  inllar.ee  of 
children  of  an  inteftate  only  excepted.  At  length, by  judgments 
at  common  law  firft  the  half  blood,  then  the  father  and  the 
mother  have  been  determined  to  be  intitled  to  the  real  in  like 
manner  with  the  perfonal  eftate.  General  entails  have  been 
adjudged,  notwithftandmg,  not  to  be  partible.  I  fuppofe,  up- 
on this  principle,  that  by  this  act  the  common  law  is  altered 
only  with  refpecl  to  inteftate  eftates.  and  takes  place  in  devites 
as  if  it  had  not  been  made.  It  had  been  exprefly  declared,  in 
the  laws  of  Plimouth  colony,  that  andsin  fee  fimple  fhould  go 
to  all  thefons,  the  eldeft  a  double  fhare,  but  entails  fhould  go 
according  to  the  laws  of  England, 
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IThe  new  government,  as  we  have  obferved,  found  1602; 
themfelves  in  a  flare  of  war.  The  authority  of  the 
colony  had  appointed  Elifha  Hutchinfon,  who  was  one 
of  the  affiftants  and  chief  officer  of  the  regiment  of 
Bofton,  to  be  commander  of  the  forces.  He  was  at 
Portfmduth,  in  New-Hampfhire,  when  the  charter 
arrived,  and  had  dlfpdfed  his  men  upon  the  eafterrt 
frontiers,  fo  as  to  cover  the  few  inhabitants  which  re- 
mained there  after  the  deftru&ion  of  York.  Captain 
Con  vers,  with  15  men,  was  pofted  in  a  garrifon  houfd 
at  Wells,  called  Storer's  garrifon  ;*  and  about  as  many 
more  were  on  board  two  {loops,  which  Went  from  Bofton 
with  provifions.  About  the  10th  of  June,  the  inhabi- 
tants were  alarmed,  by  their  cattle  running  home  from 
the  woods  in  a  fright,  and  fome  wounded.  This  notice 
caufed  the  feveral  families  to  betake  themfelves  imme«i 
diately  to  this  one  houfe,  where  they  were  fcarce  Iodg-. 
ed,  when  an  army  of  French  and  Indians,  of  three  or 
four  hundred,  furrounded  the  houfe.  A  French  officer, 
Labrocree,  was  commander,  and  Madockewando,  Moxus, 
Egeremet  and  other  noted  Indian  chiefs  were  under 
him.  They  firffc  attempted  the  garrifon  houfe;  but 
having  no  cannon,  they  were  repulfed  and  went  to  the 
Hoops.  The  river,  where  they  lay,  is  not  above  1 8  or 
20  feet  broad,  but  the  banks  (helve  away  fo  that  they 

F  2  could 

*  Col.  Scorer,  tHe  prefent  pofFefTor\kept  up  the  ftockad©es,and  onef 
or  more  of  the  flankarts  until  fince  the  year  1760,  rather  as  a 
memorial  than  neceiTury  defence. 

\Ve  may  obferve  here,  that,  in  every  frontier  fettlement  there  were 
more  or  lefs  garrifon  houfes,  fome  with  a  flankart  at  two  oppo- 
fice  angles,  others  at  each  corner  of  the  houfe  ;  fome  houfes1 
furrounded  with  pallifadoes,  others,  which  were  fmaller,  builc 
with  fquare  timber,  one  piece  hid  horizontally  upon  another, 
and  loop  holes  in  every  fide  of  the  houfe  ;  and,  befides  thefe, 
generally  in  any  more  confider^ble  plantation,  there  was  one 
principal  garrifon  houfe,  capable  of  containing  foldiers  fent  for 
the  defence  of  the  plantation  and  the  families  near,whofe  houfes 
were  not  fortified.  It  was  thought  jultifiable  and  necefiary,; 
whatever  the  general  rule  of  law  might  be,  to  erect  fuch  forts, 
caftles,  or  bulwarks  as  thefe  upon  a  man's  own  ground,  without 
ccmmiflion  or  fptcial  licesce  therefor. 
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1692.  could  not  leap  aboard.  They  fet  the  (loops  on  fire 
feveral  times,  with  fire  arrows,  but  the  fire  was  as  often 
extinguiflied,  and,  after  a  variety  of  contrivances  to  fhel- 
ter  themfelves  from  the  Englifh  (hot,  they  gave  over 
and  returned  to  the  garrifon,  where  they  had  no  better 
fuccefs.  The  women  not  only  tended  the  men  with 
ammunition  and  other  neceffaries,  bur  many  of  them 
took  their  muikets  and  fired  upon  the  enemy.  Yery 
good  terms  were  offered  the  garrifon,  if  they  would  fur- 
render,  but  no  regard  was  paid  to  them  ;  an  army  of 
French  and  Indians  were  not  to  be  fruited.  Being  drove 
again  from  the  garrifon,  they  made  a  fecond  attempt 
upon  the  Hoops  by  a  fire  raff,  which  fortunately  drove 
afhore  and  broke,  without  any  damage  to  the  veflfels. 
Having  fpent  eight  and  forty  hours  in  this  way,  they 
withdrew,  with  the  lofs  of  Labrocree,  their  commander, 
and  fome  few  of  the  men.  In  their  retreat,  they  wreak- 
ed their  malice,  in  torturing  a  poor  Englifhman,  John 
Diamond,  who  was  taken  prifoner  in  pairing  from  the 
iloops  to  the  fort,  and  in  killing  all  the  cattle  they  could 
find. 

Sir  William  Phips  was  charged  by  hfs  in  ft ructions  to 
build  a  flrong  fort  at  Pernaquid.  '  This  he  performed 
the  firft  fummer,  going  down  in  perfon.  The  country 
m  general  difliked  it.  They  have  been  reproached  for 
grudging  at  fo  fimll  an  expence  for  their  own  fafety  ;| 
but  this  was  not  the  principal  caufe  of  their  averfion  to 
a  fort  here.  It  anfwered  no  other  purpofe  than  to  keep 
pofTeflion  of  that  particular  harbour,  and  was  not  conve- 
nient for  a  pod  for  any  marching  parties,  who  trom  time 
to  time  were  fent  out  for  difcovery  of  the  enemy,norfor 
the  fettlers  of  the  frontiers  to  retreat  to.  The  miniftry, 
I  think,  had  a  view  in  it,  which  the  people  of  the  pro-. 
vince  feem  not  to  have  confidered,  viz.  preventing  the 
French  from  claiming  Acadie  as  a  derelict  country,  and 
perhaps  taking  poffefiion  of  it  as  fuch.  However,  the 
fort  was  built  and  a  very  refpeclable  one  j  and  a  garrifon 

maintained 
f  Difcovery  and  fettlement  of  the  Englifli  in  America  in  Harris's- 
colfe&ioik 
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maintained  there  at  the  charge  of  the  province.  The  * 
French  immediately  formed  a  defign,  or  profecuted  what  ^ 
was  before  defigned,  to  poffefs  themfelves  of  the  place. 
Two  fhips  of  war,  lePoli  and  PEnvieux,  under  Iberville, 
were  to  attempt  the  place  by  fea,  whilft  Villebone,  with 
a  body  of  Indians,  did  the  fame  by  land.  The  (hips 
came  late  in  the  fall,  and  finding  an  Englifli  veflel  at  an- 
chor under  the  guns  of  the  fort,  and  having  no  pilots, 
por  any  body  acquainted  with  the  coaft,  they  thought  it 
prudent  to  retreat.  The  Indians  had  afTembled  in  great 
numbers,  and  were  very  much  diffatisfied,  depending 
upon  driving  away  their  troublefome  neighbours  the 
Engliih.  The  French,  at  Quebec,  fuppofed  thefe  ex- 
traordinary preparations,  which  fruftrated  their  attempt, 
were  caufed  by  the  intelligence  which  two  deferters, 
who  had  been  fpirited  away  by  Mr.  Nelfon,  gave  to  the 
authority  in  the  MaiTachufets,  but  this  was  a  miilake.* 

Whilst  the  governor  was  at  Pemaquid,  building  the 
fort,  he  fent  Major  Church,  the  celebrated  commander 
in  Philip's  war,  with  part  of  the  forces  to  Penobfcot,  and 
upon  his  return  he  ordered  him'  to  Kenebeck.  Church 
took  three  or  four  prifoners  and  fome  plunder  at  Penob- 
fcot, and  difcovered  a  great  number  of  Indians ;  but  for 
want  of  whaleboats  could  not  purfue  them.  At  Kene- 
beck, he  burned  a  fort  which  the  Indians  had  at  Tacon- 
nick,  and  deftroyed  their  corn,  but  neither  killed  nor 
took  prifoners  any  of  the  enemy. 

We  meet  with  nothing  elfe  memorable  this  year  re- 
lative to  the  frontiers.  The  Indians  had  not  been  very 
active ;  they  were  fenfible  of  their  ill  treatment  from 
the  French,  who  had  often  abandoned  them,  and  it  was 
the  influence  of  the  priefls  and  the  bigotry  of  the  Indians 
to  the  romifh  religion,  which  prevented  their  forfaking 
the  French  intereft  and  adhering  to  the  Englifh;  befides, 
the  Englifh  had  feveral  of  their  principal  people  prifo- 
ners at  Bofton,  of  whofe  redemption  they  were  very 
defirous,  and  had  no  hopes  of  accompliiliing  it,  except 
by   a  treaty  of  peace. 

F  3  Tur. 

5  Charlevoix,  and  Vol.  I.  Hift.  Maff.  p.  378. 
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1693.  The  appointment  of  councellors,  in  the  charter,  wa* 
in  confequence  of  the  nomination  made  by  Mr.  Mather, 
the  agent.  Perhaps  he  was  well  enough  pleafed,  in  the 
time  of  it,  with  having  it  in  his  power  to  diflinguifti  his 
friends,  fame  of  whom  he  afterwards  thought  ungrateful 
to  him  ;  and  thofe  who  had  formerly  been  in,  and 
now  thought  themfelves  injured,  as  foon  as  they  were 
reflored  {hewed  their  refentment ;  and  he  ufed  to  fay  he 
had  been  more  unkindly  treated,  from  time  to  time,  by 
the  council  than  any  other  men  in  the  province.  The 
ele^on,  in  May  1693,  was  the  firfl  opportunity  the 
country  had  of  fhewing  their  own  fenfe  of  Mr.Mather's 
nomination.  William  Stoughton,  Thomas  Danfortb, 
John  Pynchon,  Elifha  Cooke,  Jfaac  Addington,  William 
Browne,  Nathaniel  Thomas,  John  Saffin,  Francis  Hooke 
and  Charles  Froft,  were  elected  councellors,  (the  fix  firfl 
named  had  been  affirmants,  but  were  left  out  of  the  char- 
ter) and  Simon  Bradftreet,  Samuel  Appleton,  John  Joy- 
.  liffe,  Adam  Winthrop,  Richard  Middlecot,  Jofeph  Lyncic, 
Samuel  Hayman,  Stephen  Mafon,  Thomas  Hinckley  and 
Job  Alcot,  were  left  out  of  the  council.  Stoughton,  the 
lieutenant  governor,  had  acted  as  3  councelior  all  the 
year  1692,  altho'  there  were  twenty  eight  without  him  ; 
the  deputy  governor  ufed  to  be  confidered  as  an  affiilant 
under  the  old  charter  ;"*  but  it  was  now  thought  proper 
to  chufe  him  one  of  the  twenty  eight.  They  were  not 
fure  of  always  having  a  lieutenant  governor  fo  agreable 
to  the  people  as  he  was.  The  governor  refufed  his 
confent  to  Mr.  Cooke,  He  had  oppofed,  when  he  was 
in  England,  the  appointment  of  the  governor.  He  was 
however  in  real  efleem  with  the  people,  and  the  nega- 
tive was  impolitic. 

Repeated  applications  had  been  made  for  a  navai 
force  to  be  feat  from  England,  fufficient  in  conjunction 

with 

*  The  agents  thought  the  cafe  to  be  the  fame  under   the  new 

charter.      This  was  the   reafon  why  in  the  firft   draught  the 

deputy  governor   as   well   as   the  council    was   to  be  annually 

cj,e.cled  by  the  afTembiy,  when  &e  governor  was  appointed  »^ 
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with  land  forces  to  be  raifed  in  New  England  and  New  ifo* 
York,  for  the  reduction  of  Canada,  but  without  fuccefc ; 
other  affairs  of  the  war  not  permitting  this,  though 
deemed  important,  to  be  engaged  in.  In  1692,  it  was 
refolved  there  mould  be  an  expedition  the  next  year."* 
A  fleet  was  to  be  employed  in  the  winter,  in  reducing 
Martineco,  and,  having  performed  that  fervice,  was  to  go 
to  Bofton,  there  to  take  on  board  a  body  of  land  forces 
under  Sir  William  Phips,  and  fo  proceed  to  Quebec.  Had 
Quebec  been  the  only  object,  and  reafonable  notice  given 
to  the  colonies,  there  was  reafon  to  expect  fuccefs.  By 
the  fleet's  going  to  the  Weft  Indies,  the  whole  defign 
was  blafted.  If  ficknefs  had  not  weakned  them,  the  force 
would  ftill  have  been  infufficient  for  the  reduction  of 
Martineco ;  but  the  mortality  was  fo  great,  that  before 
Sir  Francis  Wheeler,  the  commander  in  chief,  came  to 
Bofton  with  the  fleet,  June  nth,  he  had  buried  1300 
out  of  2100  failors,  and  1800  of  2400  foldiers.  It  may 
well  be  fuppofed  the  admiral  had  done  with  the  thoughts 

F  4       .  of 

*  "  It  has  pleafed  the  King,  out  of  his  great  goodnefs  and  difpo- 
fitron  for  the  welfare  of  all  his  fubje&s,  to  fend  a  confiderablc 
ftrength  of  (hips  and  men  into  the  Weft-Indies,  and  to  direcl 
Sir  Francis  Wheeler,  the  admiral,  to  fail  to  New-England  from 
the  Caribbee  iflands,  Co  as  to  be  there  by  the  laft  of  May,  or 
middle  of  Jane  at  fartheft,  with  a  ftrength  fufficient  to  over- 
come the  enemy,  if  joined  and  feconded  by  the  forces  of  New- 
England.  I  mean  fuch  a  fupply  of  (hips,  men  and  provifion 
as  may  fecure  a  conqueft  of  Nova-Scotia  and  Canada  the  only 
means  to  make  New- England  happy  and  fecure  hereafter. 
There  never  can  be  inch  an  occafion  for  you  to  affift  with  your 
beft  perfvvafions,  or  for  the  people  of  New- England  to  fhew 
their  zeal  for  their  religion  and  love  to  their  king  and  country. 
His  Majefty  has  taken  care,  befides  the  fhips  of  war,  to  fend  you 
a  thoufand  experienced  foldiers,  if  their  number  be  not  diuiU 
nifhed  by  their  fervice  in  the  Weft-Indies,  under  a  commander 
who  has  looked  the  fame  enemy  in  the  face,  and  will  fhew  aa 
example  worthy  to  be  followed.  Sir  William  Phips,  I  fuppofe, 
will  be  at  the  head  of  the  New-England  volunteers,  and  will 
eafily  acquiefce,  according  to  the  rules  of  war,  in  leaving  the 
chief  command  as   his   Majefty   has   determined  it." 

Extr.fromBhxth'wa'UiJetier  to  J \  Mather ,  20  Feb.  92-3. 
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1693.  of  t^e  Canada  expedition.!  The  land  army,  perhaps, 
might  have  been  recruited,  but  a  fupply  of  feamen  could 
not  be  obtained.  Befides,  not  the  leaft  preparation  had 
been  made,  he  brought  the  news  himfelf  of  his  propofed 
attempt.  The  letters,  dated  in  February,  the  veffel  being 
by  fome  means  or  other  delayed  or  beat  off  the  coaft, 
did  not  arrive  until  July.  In  an  affair  of  fuch  impor- 
tance and  in  a  time  of  war,  notice  might  well  have  been 
expected  by  many  different  conveyances.  Sir  Francis 
fettled,  with  the  government,  a  plan  for  another  year, 
viz.  2000  land  forces  to  be  fent  from  England,  and  2006. 
more  to  be  raifed  in  the  colonies,  the  ftiips  and  forces 
from  England  to  be  at  Canfo  by  the  firfl'of  June,  where 
the  forces  from  the  colonies  were  to  be  ready  for  them  ; 
the  whole  force  to  go  up  the  river,  there  to  divide,  and 
attack  Montreal  and  Quebec  at  the  fame  time.  Con- 
fidering  the  date  Canada  was  then  in,  this  fcems  to  have 
been  no  injudicious  plan.  A  rendezvous  at  Boilon 
"Would  have  been  known  at  Quebec,  by  perfons  from  the 
frontiers,  before  a  fleet  could  have  gone  up  the  river. 
With  Canfo  (Cape  Breton  not  being  then  fettled)  the 
French  in  Canada  had  lefs  communication  :  The  whole 
force  going  up  the  river  was  not  lefs  judicious.  Former 
and  later  attempts  have  fhewn,  bow  uncertain  the  mu- 
tual aid  would  have  been,  of  an  army  up  the  river  and 
another  marching  within  land. 

The  diftemper,  wrhich  had  been  in  the  fleet,  fpread 
in  Bofton  and  was  more  malignant  than  ever  the  final! 
pox  had  been,  or  any  other  epidemical  ficknefs  which 
had  been  in  the  country  before ;  arid  many  families  left 
the  town  &  refided  in  the  country,  until  the  infection  ceafed. 

The  moleftations  upon  the  frontiers,  this  year,  were 

not  very  great.     Preparations  were  made  for  carrying 

on  the  war.'    Captain  Convers,  who  had  behaved  well, 

\vas  appointed   with  a  Major's  commiffion,  to  the  com- 

.  jnand  of  the  forces  eaftward.     With  a  fmall  army,  of 

'  ' '  '  4  or 

jr  He  adced  the  opinion  of  the  governor  and  council,  whether  they 

:   thought  the  ftrength  he  then  had  was  fyfficient,  and  they  e^vs 

tHcir  QoinioR  that  it  wai' not,      '•■-  •  -•••  .^•■-■-  ...  -.      ■   ■■.  £     - 
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a  or  500  men,  he  marched  to  Taconick,  on  Kenebeck,  1693. 
but  met  with  none  of  the  enemy,  except  one  parry 
which  he  furprized,  not  far  from  Wells.  On  his  return, 
he  made  fome  flay  at  Saco  river ;  and  about  two  leagues 
up  the  river,  on  the  weftern  fide,  near  the  falls,  a  very 
proper  ftation,  he  built  a  ftone  fort,  an  irregular  penta- 
gon with  a  tower.  This  was  in  the  heart  of  the  Indi- 
ans hunting  ground,  a, t  that  time,  and  was  thought  to 
have  accelerated  a  treaty  pf  peace.  An  apprehenfion 
prevailed  among  them,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  Iro- 
quois, inftigated  by  the  Englifh,  would  fall  upon  them. 

Thurry,  a  French  miffionary  at  Penobfcot,  fpared 
no  pains  to  prevent  it,  but  they  were  ineffectual.  The 
Indians  fued  for  peace,  and  the  Englifh.  were  glad  of  a 
refpite  from  war.  Pemaquid  being  appointed  for  the 
place  of  treaty,  on  the  1  ith  of  Auguft  the  articles  were 
figned,  and  hoftages  delivered  by  the  Indians,  as  a  fecuri- 
ty  for  their  fidelity.  This  fecurity  could  not  be  obtain- 
ed from  them  in  later  treaties.  It  was  ineffectual  at 
this   time. 

Charlevoix  has  not  truly  reprefented  this  trans- 
action. He  may  have  been  mifinformed,  by  the  Indians 
who  have  always  kept  from  the  French,  as  far  as  they 
-ould,  the  fubmiffions  macie  to  the  Englifh.  He  fays, 
Sii  William  Phips  had  engaged  a  few  of  the  Abenakis 
to  a  fort  of  an  accommodation,  and  that  two  of  their 
chiefs,  in  the  month  of  May,  had  promifed  that  they 
would  conclude  upon  articles  of  peace,  and  gave  two 
boftages'  for  the  performance  of  their  promife,  and  that 
Phips  came  in  perfon  to  Pemaquid  to  have  finifhed  the 
affair,  if  de  Villieu,  a  French  officer,  had  not,  by  his  dili- 
gence, prevented  ;  for  being  feconded  by  the  priefr. 
Thurry,  he  found  out  the  fecret  of  recovering  Madoc- 
kewando,  who  had  declared  in  favour  of  the  Englifh, 
and  prevailed  upon  him  to  raife  250  men  and  make  a 
defcent  upon  Pifcataqua  river  36  miles  from  Bofton, 
Charlevoix  has  brought  the  treaty,  made  in  1693,  iruo 
:6o4,  and  hy  calling  it  only  a  propofal  for  a  treaty,  has 

given 
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S093-  given  a  glofs  to  the  whole  affair,  and  extenuated  the  per? 
fidy  of  the  Indians  in  their  hoflilities,  foon  after,  and  the 
guilt  of  the  pried  in  exciting  them. 

Up  o  n  the  weftern  frontiers,  in  the  fummer  of  this 
year,  the  Indians,  led  on  by  the  French,  made  what  the 
latter  call  la  petite  guerre  upon  our  new  fettlements,  but 
forces  conflantly  kept  up,  prevented  any  remarkable 
deftruc'tion. 

Whilst  the  government  had  their  hands  and  heart$ 
full,  in  providing  for  their  own  defence,  they  were  called 
upon  to  provide  their  quota  of  men  for  the  defence  of 
New- York.  Mr.  Stoughton,  in  Sir  William's  abfence 
eaftward,  excufed  the  province  from  concerning  itfetf 
therewith,  in  a  letter  to  Lord  Nottingham,  O&.  20.1 693. 

"  T  Crave  leave  further  to  acquaint  your  Lordfhip,  that 
«  X  the  governor  of  New-York  having  written  unto 
"  his  Excellency  the  governor  here,  fignifying  his  ap- 
"  pointment  of  a  meeting  at  New- York,  upon  the  firfl 
"  wednefday  of  this  month,  of  commiffioners  from  the 
"  feveral  governments  of  New-England,  Virginia,  &c.  to 
"  concert  and  agree  upon  a  certain  quota  of  men  and 
"  money  for  the  defence  of  Albany,  &c.  in  obfervance 
"  of  their  Majefties  commands;  it  hap'ned  to  be  at  fuch 
t{  a  time  and  under  fuch  a  conjuncture  of  affairs  here, 
"  that  no  meet  perfons  could  be  procured  to  attend  that 
"  congrefs.  Much  may  be  faid  to  excufe  this  province 
"  from  contributing  towards  the  charge  of  maintaining 
"  and  defending  the  frontiers  belonging  to  New- York, 
"  being  at  fuch  a  confiderable  diftance  from  the  fron- 
11  tiers  of  this  province  far  more  large  and  expofed, 
"  which  have  been  defended  and  maintained  at  their  own 
"  charge,  and  many  thoufand  pounds  more  fpent  in  the 
"  fupport  and  defence  of  New-Ham pfhire.  Were  the, 
"  whole  account  of  the  charge  of  the  war  to  be  pro- 
"  portioned  among  the  feveral  colonies,  it  would  plainly 
"  appear,  upon  a  right  computation,  that  we  have  not 
Ci  been  fo  forward  to  complain  of  the  burden  as  fome  of 

'-•our 
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H  our  neighbours ;  but  it  is  hoped  a  true  and  impartial  1694* 
"  reprefentation  of  this  matter  will  apologize  for  us  unto 
"  their  Majefties,  that  we  be  not  included  in  the  charge 
«  at  New- York."  * 

Sir  William  Phips's  rule  was  fhorr.  His  conduct, 
when  captain  of  a  {hip  of  war,  is  reprefented  very  much 
to  his  advantage ;  but  further  talents  were  neceffary  for 
the  good  government  of  a  province.  He  was  of  a  bene- 
volent, friendly  difpofition ;  at  the  fame  time  quick  and 
paffionate.  A  clofe  attachment  to  his  friends  engaged 
him  in  adifpute  with  the  collector  of  the  cqftoms;  and 
provocation,  both  from  the  collector  and  the  captain  of 
a  man  of  war,  caufed  him  to  break  out  into  fome  indecent 
fallies  of  paflion  and  rage,  and  to  treat  both  of  them  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  was  difhonorable  to  him.  Mr.  Bren- 
ron,  a  young  gentleman  of  a  principal  family  in  Rhode- 
Ifland  government,  had  been  appointed  collector  for  the 
port  of  Bolton.  This  was  before  the  eftablifhment  of 
cuftom-houfes  in  the  plantations  by  acl:  of  parliament. 
The  people  thought  it  enough  to  enter  and  clear  at  the 
naval  office,  and  queilioned  the  authority  of  the  colle&or.f 

The 

*  A  new  apportionment  was  made  in  1700,  in  which  Mafiachu- 
fets  and  New-Hampfhire  were  left  out.  Neither  of  them  had 
the  intended  effect.  New- York  had  fufFered  greatly  by  the 
deftruction  of  Schenectady,  and  Albany  was  thought  to  be  in 
danger.  Thefe  apportionments  were,  principally,  for  the  fake 
of  that  province.  The  next  war,  they  provided  for  their  own  ■ 
fecurity,  by  a  neutrality  which  carried  the  whole  force  of  the 
enemy  upon  their  neighbours. 

f  Under  the  firft  charter  the  acts  of  trade  had  not  been  duly  re= 
garded.  In  1681  Edward  Randolph  came  over  with  a  com- 
miffion  as  collector.  Soon  after  the  general  court  pafled  a  law 
for  erecting  a  naval  office,  which  Randolph  reprefented  as  done 
in  oppofition  to  him  After  the  charter  was  vacated,  divers 
veflels  from  Malaga,  &c.  were  feized  and  condemned  for  illicit 
trade,  and  Randolph  makes  no  complaint  of  being  impeded  in 
the  execution  of  his  office  during  that  time  ;  but  upon  his  re- 
turn to  England  after  the  revolution  he  gave  in  a  lift  of  near 
|g  veilels  which  had  been  guilty  of  breaches  of  the  acts  of  trade, 

ar\4 
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1694.  The  governor  being  the  naval  officer,  and  a&ing  by  his 
deputy,  did  not  difcountenance  this  opinion  of  the  peo- 
ple. A  vefTel  arrived  from  the  Bahama-iflands,  with  a 
load  of  fuftick,  for  which  no  bond  had  been  given.  Col. 
Fofter,  a  merchant  of  Bolton,  a  member  of  the  council, 
and  faft  friend  to  the  governor,  bought  the  fuftick,  at 
fuch  price  that  he  was  loth  to  give  up  the  bargain.  The 
collector  feized  the  veffel  and  goods ;  and  upon  Fofter's 
reprefentatiqn  to  the  governor,  he  interpofed.  There  was 
at  that  time  no  court  of  admiralty.  By  the  charter,  the 
King  referved  admiralty  jurifdictjon,  but  no  court  had 
been  conftituted.  I  have  a  manufcript,  fent  at  that 
time  to  England,  which  fays,  the  governor  imagined, 
that,  by  virtue  of  his  commiilion  for  vice-admiral,  he 
had  a  right  to  fit  as  judge,  and  that  he  condemned  feve- 
ral  prizes,  and,  among  the  reft,  the  St.  Jofeph,  brought 
in  by  a  privateer  of  the  Leeward -iflands,  which  the 
captain  would  have  carried  thither  for  condemnation,  but 
was  not  permitted.  Be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  certain  that 
Sir  William  took  a  more  fummary  way  of  deciding  this 

cafe* 

and  prayed  that  lie  might  be  reftored  to  the  office  of  collector  ; 
and  the  agents  were  required  by  the  Lords  of  the  cound  to 
make  anfwer.  They  denied  the  fact  as  to  many  of  the  veffel s, 
and  exculpated  the  government  as  to  the  reft,  alledging  that 
the  general  court  had  declared  that  they  would  Ariclly  obferve 
the  acts  of  trade,  and,  that  none  might  plead  ignorance,  had 
ordered  them  all  to  be  publifhed.  Sir  William  Phips  appointed 
one  Benja.  Jackfon  naval  officer.  The  lenfe  of  the  people  upon, 
the  office  of  collector  will  appear  from  the  following  extract 
of  a  letter  to  the  agents. 
*S  Mr.  Brenton,  their  Majelties collector,  has  been  endeavouring  to. 
impofe  upon  the  government,  by  obliging  all  matters  of  ihips 
and  other  veflels  to  enter  and  clear  with  him,  thereby  bnrthen- 
ing  the  people  with  unnecefTaryand  unreafonable  fees,  of  which 
complaints  have  been  frequently  made.  We  do  not  find  any 
act  of  parliament  requiring  the  fame,  there  being  nothing  of  the 
growth  or  produce  of  this  province  from  whence  any  cuftoms 
arife,  and  the  governors  of  the  feveral  plantations  are  efpecialiy 
injoined  by  law  to  take  care  that  the  acts  of  trade  and  naviga- 
tion be  duly  obferved,  under  a  fevere  penalty  for  their  neglect." 
Letter  to  H,  djhurjl  and  C.  Vhips,  Feb.  21.  1602-3.. 
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cafe,  and  fent  an  order  to  the  colle&or  to  forbear  raed-  1694. 
dling  with  the  goods;  and,  upon  his  refufal  to  obferve 
orders,  the  governor  went  to  the  wharf,  and  after  warm' 
words,  on  both  fides,  laid  hands  upon  the  collector,  but 
with  what  degree  of  violence  was  controverted  by  them* 
The  governor  prevailed,  and  the  veifel  and  goods  were 
taken   out  of  the  hands  of  the  collector* 

There  had  been  a  mifunderftanding  alfo  between 
the  governor  and  captain  Short,  of  the  Nonefuch  frigate. 
In  their  paffage  from  England,  a  prize  was  taken  ;  and 
Short  complained  that  the  governor  had  deprived  him  of 
part  of  his  fllare  or  legal  interefi  in  hen  Whether  there 
were  grounds  for  it,  does  not  now  appear*  The  captains 
of  men  of  war,  ftationed  in  the  colonies,  were  in  thofe 
days  required  to  follow  fuch  inftructions  as  the  governors 
gave  them,  relative  to  their  cruizes  and  the  protection  of 
the  trade  of  the  colonies,  and  the  governor,  by  his  com- 
mifTion,  had  power,  in  cafe  of  any  great  crime  committed 
by  any  of  the  captains  of  men  of  war,  to  fufpend  them, 
and  the  next  officer  was  to  fucceed.  The  governor  re- 
quired captain  Short  to  order  part  of  the  men  belonging 
to  the  Nonefuch  upon  fome  fervice,  which  1  do  not  find 
mentioned,  probably  to  man  fome  cruizer,  there  being 
rnany  pickeroons  about  the  eaflern  coafts,  but  he  refufed 
to  do  it.  This  was  ill  taken  by  the  governor ;'  and 
meeting  captain  Short  in  the  ftreet,  warm  wofds  pafledy 
and  at  length  the  governor  made  ufe  of  his  cane  and 
broke  Short's  head.  Not  content  with  this,  he  commit- 
ted him  to  prifon.  The  right  of  a  governor,  to  commit 
by  his  own  warrant,  had  not  then  been  queflionei 
F  rom  the  prifon  he  removed  him  to  the  caftle,  and  from 
thence  on  board  a  merchant  veffei  bound  to  London,  to 
be  delivered  xo  the  order  of  one  of  their  Majefties  prin- 
cipal fecretaries  of  ftate  ;  giving  the  mailer  a  warrant  or 
authority  fo  to  do.  Thevfffel,  by  fome  accident,  put 
into  Portfmouth  in  New-Hampthire.  Sir  William,  who 
feems  to  have  been  made  fenfible  of  fome  irregularity  irr 
ihefe  proceedings,  went   to  Portfmouth,  required    the 
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3694,  matter  of  the  merchantman  to  return  him  the  warrant, 
which  he  tore  to  pieces,  and  then  ordered  the  cabin  of 
the  {hip  to  be  opened,  fecured  Short's  cherts,  and  ex- 
amined  the  contents.  Short  was  prevented  going  home 
in  this  veffel,  and  went  to  New- York,  to  take  paffage 
from  thence  for  England ;  but  Sir  F.  Wheeler  arriving 
foon  after  at  Bofton,  fent  for  htm  and  carried  him  home 
with  him.  The  next  officer  iucceeded  in  the  command 
of  the  (hip,  until  a  new  captain  arrived  from  England. 
Short  was  reftored  to  the  command  of  as  good  a  fhip. 
Bren ton's  complaint  was  made  to  the  Lords  of  the  treafury, 
about  the  fame  time,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  trade, 
and  both  came  before  the  King,  who  was  follicired  imme- 
diately ro  difplace  the  governor.  This  the  King  refufed 
to  do,  without  hearing  what  he  had  to  fay  in  his  defence; 
and  he  was  ordered  to  leave  his  government  and  make  an- 
fwer  in  England.  The  governor's  friends  in  New  Eng- 
land, excufed  him  by  the  great  provocation  he  received, 
both  from  the  captain  of  the  man  of  war  and  the  Collector, 
This  would  ferve  better  to  excufe  a  private  perfon,  than 
the  governor  of  a  province.  The  prejudices  were  great 
againft  him  in  England.  Mr.  Dudley,  who  was  upoR 
the  fpot  and  defired  to  fucceed  him,  heightened  them; 
There  was  a  ftrong  party  againft  him  alfo  within,  the 
province.  By  negativing  Mr.  Cooke,  he  had  made  many 
of  thofe  who  had  oppofed  all  meafures,  except  the  refto- 
ration  of  the  old  charter,  to  be  his  enemies.  Dudley 
had  been  trying  to  reconcile  himfelf  to  his  countrymen 
ever  fince  the  revolution  :  He  had  great  family  intereft. 
Stoughton,  the  lieutenant  governor,  retained  his  friend- 
fhip,  and  fecretly  correfponded  with  him,  and  was  very 
cold  in  Sir  Williams's  interefl.*     They  who  had  been 

in 

"  In  my  laft  I  inclofed  the  copies  of  feveral  complaints  againft 
your  governor,  Sir  William  Phips.  I  am  forry  to  fee  you  weak- 
ned  by  your  own  hands,  and  thofe  friends  among  yourfelves 
that  defign  the  intereft  of  the  country  fo  little  agree  in  the 
means  and  manner  of  doing  it.  You  are  reproached  here, 
that  your  governor  is  of  one  opinion',  your  deputy  governor 

of 
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in  favor  of  the  charter  were  for  him.  They  were  1694^. 
the  molt  numerous,  but  not  moft  a&ive  and  zealous. 
The  private  letters,  fent  to  England,  were  generally 
againft  him.  He  had  a  hard  talk  to  keep  a  majo^ 
rity  of  the  general  court  in  his  favor.  An  addrefs 
was  propofed  and  carried  in  the  houfe  of  reprefen- 
tatives,  humbly  praying  his  majefty,  that  the  gover- 
nor might  not  be  removed  ;  but  of  50  members 
prefent,  24  voted  againft  it.-f  The  non  refident  aft  was 
nor  then  in  force  ;  and  it  appeared,  that  mod  of  the  in- 
habitants  of  Bofton,  who  reprefented  towns  in  the  coun- 
try, were  againft  the  addrefs.  The  party  in  favor  of 
the  addrefs,  to  prevent  further  trouble  if  there  (hould  be 
further  occafion  for  any  thing  to  be  done  in  favor  of  the 
governor,  brought  into  a  bill,  which  Was  then  before 
the  houfe,  a  claufe  reftraining  towns  from  chufing  any 
perion  to  reprefent  them  in  the  general  court,  other 
than  freeholders  and  refidents  within  fuch  towns.  This 
provifion  is  generally  looked  upon  as  a  privilege,  and  a 
point  gained  by  the  people ;  but  it  certainly  was  occa-? 
Coned  by  what  is  commonly  called  the  prerogative  party 
in  government,  and  however  falutary,  was  defigned  as 
an  abridgment  of  liberty.  J  Sir  William  left  Bofton  the 
1 7th  of  November. 

An 

of  another,  and  that  the  negative  voice  is  ufed  to  keep  out  a 
third  peffon  from  your  council  ;  and  yet  yoii  all  feem  to  defign 
the  fame  end.  By  thefe  meafures,  your  enemies  get  ground 
of  you,  and  laugh  and  feoff  at  you."  Letter  frojn  Sir 
ff.  sjjhurft,  Jan.  30.  1 693- 4. 

f  M    S. 

%  '-It  was  very  furprizing  to  me  to  fee  the  laborious  methods 
taken  to  obtain  an  addrefs  from  the  general  anembly  here,  for 
the  conrinuance  of  Sir  William  in  the  government.  The  op- 
pliers  were  gentlemen,  principally  of  Bofton,  who  were  too  near 
Sir  William  to  think  well  of  him,  but  ierved  in  the  houfe  for 
feveral  towns  and  villages,  at  fome  diltance,  where  fome  of 
them  were  born,  and  others  hacj  their  eftates  and  improve- 
ments above  any  dwellers  in  *he  place  for  which  they  ferved. 
To  be  rid  of- them  all  at  once,  a  bill  was  brought  in.  or  rafher 
a  claufe  brought  into  a  bill,  that  no  man  whatfoever  {hould 

,  ferve 
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^694.  An  injudicious  ufe  of  power  produced,  what  were 
judged  by  the  crown  neceflary  regulations,  fooner  than 
.  perhaps  they  would  otherwife  have  been  made,  viz.  the 
eftablifhment  of  a  judge  of  admiralty ,|  powers  to  the 
officers  of  the  cuftoms,  and  the  oath  to  the  governors  by 
the  7th  and  8th  of  William  ;  and  the  remembrance  of  this, 
together  with  other  acls  of  plantation  governors,  might 
alfo  caufe  the  power  over  the  (hips  of  war  to  be  taken 
from  them,  although  it  was  fuffered  to  continue  fome 
years  after  this  time. 

Th  e 

{erve  in  the  houfe  of  commons  for  any  town,  unlefs  where  h$ 
did  at  that  time  live  and  dwell,  which  paffed  with  the  duTent 
of  24,  the  whole  houfe  confiding  of  50,  and  with  fome  heat  ir. 
the  upper  houfe.  Sir  William  hereupon  rufhes  isto  the  houfe 
of  commons  and  drives  out  the  non  refidents,  and  I  am  mif- 
taken  if  either  for  eftates  or  loyalty  they  left  any  of  their  equals 
in  that  houfe."  Letter  to  London^  Nov.  1.  1 694. 
Douglafs  whole  foible  it  was  to  fpeak  well  or  ill  of  men  very  much 
as  he  had  a  perfonal  friendfiiip  for  them,  or  had  a  perfonal 
difference  with  them,  of  which  I  may  inftance  more  clpecially 
in  his  moft  elaborate  endeavors  to  fet  Mr.  Shirley  in  a  diiad- 
vantageous  light,  his  labored  encomiums  of  feveral  I  chuie  to 
avoid  mentioning,  becaufe  for  fome  of  them  he  had  other 
foundation,  had  takes  tip  a  prejudice  againft  the  two  Mathers, 
father  and  fon,  and  remarks  upon  the  occa^on  of  this  act, 
"  It  is  faid  that  inno  169/3,  there  were  fome  Bofton  gentlemen 
reprefentatives  for  fome  of  the  out  towns,  but  not  agreable  t6 
the  reverend  I.  Mather.  Mr.  Byfield  for  Briftol  is  mentioned. 
Mr.  Mather  of  great  intereft  with  the  weak  governor  Phips 
and  with  the  devotionally  bigotted  houfe  procured  this  act." 

*  "  t  find  great  offence  taken  at  your  governor  Phips,  for  beating 
the  captain  of  the  man  of  war  there  for  not  yielding  his  fhip- 
men  to  the  governor's  command  el fe where.  My  fon  feems  to 
apprehend  him  a  perfon  not  competent  to  be  a  governor,  for  fo 
doing  ;  and,  as  a  commiffioner  of  the  admiralty, Teems  to  indulge, 
the  captain's  complaint,  and  reflect  upon  the  governor  as  an  act 
tnifbecoming  his  poft.  I  fear  the  confequence  of  this  prejudice 
again  ft  the  governor  by  our  admiralty  commifiioners  efpoufing 
the  captain's  intereft  againft  him,  which  1  doubt  will  be  ;  and 
my  fon  feems  to  reflect  upon  the  whole  plantation,  for  chufing 
a  governor  of  no  better  principles  or  practices  than  to  forget 
fefe.vf  fo  hi  Hi  to  cane  or  ftrike  a  comrniflion  officer,  none  of 

irf?* 
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The  government  falling  into  Mr.  Stoughton's  hands,  1694; 
Upon  Sir  William's  leaving  the  province,  feems  to  have 
been  adminiftred  by  him  to  good  acceptance  in  England, 
and  to  the  general  fatisfaftion  of  the  people  of  the  pro- 
vince. The  rule  of  a  Lieutenant  Governor  it  is  expect- 
ed will  be  fhort ;  it  is  fcarce  worth  while  to  form  parties 
againft  him  within  the  government ;  and  if  there  {hould 
be  any  mifrule,  which  requires  check  or  cenfure  from 
England,  it  is  of  lefs  confequence,  his  authority  being  fo 
foon  to  be  fuperfeded.  This  is  not  the  only  reafon 
why  the  ad  mini  ft  ration  of  Mr.  Stoughton  and  one  of 
his  fucceflbrs,  Mr.  Dumraer,  have  been  generally  well 
fpoken  of.  They  had  each  of  them  fpent  fome  time  in 
England,  and  better  knew  what  conduct  would  be  approved 
of  there;  they  were  well  acquainted  with  the  tempers  of 
their  own  countrymen  •  each  of  them,  very  prudently, 
rather  aimed  at  an  eafy  quiet  adminiftration,  than  at  any 
thing  great  and  finking ;  conlidering  themfelves  as  at 
helm,  to  keep  the  fhip  in  its  fteady  courfe ;  they  feldom 
relied  wholly  upon  their  own  judgments,  acting  in  the  % 
moft  common  affairs  by  advice  of  council,  which  ferved 
a9  a  jufti  neat  ion  of  any  meafures  which  might  be  unpo- 
pular, or  in  which  there  might  be  any  miftake,  and  yet 
took  not  away  the  credit  of  fuch  as  proved  to  be  well 
judged,  and  were  generally  applauded.  At  the  firft 
election,  Mr.  Cooke  being  chofe  of  the  council*  although 
he  had  ever  been  of  the  party  oppofite  to  the  lieutenant 
governor,  yet  he  approved  of  the  choice. 

Th  e  treaty,  laft  year,  at  Pemaquid,  had  produced  near 
a  twelvemonth's  quiet  to  the  frontiers.  The  French  did 
not  intend  it  mould  laft  fo  long.  They  kept  the  Indians 
from  refroring  the  prifoners  according  to  their  engage- 

Vol.  II.  G  ments. 

bis,  which  will  much  provoke  the  admiralty  to  fend  a  judge 
thither,  of  and  for  the  admiralty,  not  the  governor  to  take  his 
_  pofV  Sir  Ncitb.  Rich  to  I.  Matter,  London,  Jan.  25.  93-4. 
Sir.  N.  Rich  probably  miiunderftood  his  fon  ;  the  immediate  mo- 
tive to  the  appointment  of  a  judge  of  admiralty  was  not.  the 
caning  of  the  captain,  but  the  governor's  improper  ufe  of 
admiralty  power. 
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*^94*  ments.     The  hoftages  were  no  fecurity  whilft  thelndians* 
had  a  much   greater  number  of  the    Englifh   in   their 
power.     New  hoftilities  therefore  were  every  day  ex- 
pected.    At  length,  the  1 8th  of  July,  they  fell  with  fury 
upon  a  village  at  Oyfter  river,  in  New-Hampfbire  pro- 
vince, killed  and  carried  away  94,  fome  accounts  fay  about 
loo  men,  women  and  children.     This  was  a  heavy  blow. 
The  Englifh  repreient  the  enemy  as  a  very  great  army. 
Charlevoix    fays  there  were  250  of  Penobfcot  and  St. 
John's  Indians,  befides  fome  t>f  father  Bigot's  miffion,"* 
and  only  one  Frenchman.     He  adds,  that  230  Englifh 
perifhed.     His  account,  of  the  number  of  the  enemy,  is 
mod  to  be  depended  upon  ;  and  our  account,  of  the  lofs 
we  fuftained.     Madockewando,  a  Penobfcot,  who  was 
the  head  of  the  party,  went  with  the  body  of  his  coun- 
trymen to  Quebec,  and  prefenred  the  fcalps  to  Frontenac, 
the  governor  of  Canada.f     We  hear  nothing  of  prifoners. 
Toxus,  the  Norridgewock  chief,  with  about  40  of  that 
tribe,  marched  along  towards  Merrimack  river.     In  their 
way,  after  an  unfuccefsful  attempt  upon  the  houfe  of  one 
Blackford,  they  murdered  Mrs.  Cutt,  the  widow  of  pre- 
fident  Cutt,  and  three  of  her  people,  at  her  farm  houfe. 
Having  crofted  Merrimack,  on  the  27th  of  July  they 
fell  upon  Groton,  about  40  miles  from  Boflon.     They 
were  repulfed  at  Lakin's  garrifon  houfe,   but  fell  upon 
other  houfes,  where  the  people  were  off  their  guard,  and 
killed  and  carried  away  from  the  vicinity  about  forty 
perfons.     Toxus's  two  nephews  were  killed  by  his  fide, 
and  he  had  a  dozen  bullets  through  his  blanket,  accord- 
ing to  Charlevoix,  who  adds,  that  he  carried  the  fort  or 
garrifon  and  then  went  to   make  fpoil  at  the  gates  of 
Boflon ;    in  both  which  fa&s   the    French    account    is 
erroneous. 

In  Auguft,  fome  ftragglers  killed  ten  or  eleven  per- 
fons at  Spruce  creek  and  other  parts  of  Kittery,  and 
knocked  in  the  head,  fcalped  and  left  for  dead  a  little 
girl  named  Downing,  about  7  years  old,  who  was  found 
alive  the  next  morning,  and  lived  many  years  afterwards ; 

and 

*  Non  kSgewocks.  f  Charlevoix,  lib.  15. 
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and  September  the  4th,  Jofeph  Pike,   a  deputy  fheriff,  1694, 
and  another  perfon  with  him,  were  fhot  down  between 
Almfbufy  and  Haverhill. 

After  all  thefe  outrages,  Bomazeeh,  a  noted  Nor- 
ridgewock  chief,  one  who  had  figned  the  treaty  at  Pe- 
maquid,  and  yet  was  afterwards  a  principal  aclor  in  the 
carnage  upoh  the  Eiiglifli,  came  ftrait  toPemaquid  with  a 
flag  of  truce,  pretending  he  came  fromCanada  with  feveral 
more  who  were  in  company  with  him,  and  that  he  was 
very  forry  for  what  had  happened.*  The  commanding 
officer  at  the  fort  corifidered  them  as  rebels,  and  fent 
them  to  Bofton,  after  a  promife  or  encouragement 
given  them  of  fafety.     The  French  called  this  Englifli 

G  2  treachery. 

*  "  November  19.  Bomazeeh,  with  ten  or  a  dozen  Indians,  called 
over  the  barbican,  defning  to  fpeak  with  Capt.  March,  and  fee 
up  a  flag,  by  which  they  did  implicitly  own  therftfelves  enemies 
and  breakers  of  the  peace.  We  did  not  put  out  our's  until  an 
hour  or  two  sifter  their'g  ;  would  have  periuaded  them  there 
was  no  reafon  for  it,  that  flags  were  uled  between  enemies  iri 
time  of  war,  not  friends  in  time  of  peace;  minding  them  of 
the  late  agreement  at  Pemaquid  ;  but  they  called  earnertly  for 
it.  We  refolved  to  (&lq  Bomazeen  at  any  fate,  except  pofitive 
violation  of  promife.  We  made  no  other  promife,  before  he 
came  over,  but  that  he  fhould  be  welcome,  we  fhould  be  glad  of 
his  company,  would  treat  him  kindly,  and  do  him  no  hurt. 
After  he  was  feized,  we  told  him  the  fame,  and  obferved  ft 
punctually,  {6  long  as  he  (laid  here  ;  but  withal  told  him  we 
mull  know  who  did  the  raifchief  at  Oyfter  river  and  Groton,  &c. 
of  which  they  made  themfelves  ignorant ;  why  the  peace  was 
ib  foon  broken  and  by  whom  ;  that  they  muft  go  to  Bofton  and 
abide  there  till  Sheepfcote  John  was  fent  t©  fetch  in  the  other 
Sagamores,  and  then  they  fhould  come  again  with  fome  of  the 

7  Englifh  to  treat,  &c.  We  thought  it  not  unlawful,  nor  cul- 
pable to  apprehend  fuch  perfidious  villains  and  traitors  (though 
under  a  white  rag)  that  have  fo  often  falfified  their  promife  to 
the  Englilh,  viz.  at  Cocheco,  at  Cafco  fort,  at  Oyfter  river  and 
other  places  ;  that  make  no  confeience  of  breaking  the  peace  f 
whenever  it  ferves  their  turn,  although  never  fo  folemniy 
confirmed  with  fubferiptions  and  oaths.  They  have  no  regard 
to  the  law  of  nations,  and  therefore  deferve  no  human  refpecl. 
Befides,  we  are  credibly  informed,  they  came  with  a  certain 
defiga  to  betray  their  Majefties  fort  here,  under  pretence  of 
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i^94-  treachery,  f  The  government  of  the  Maflachufets  fup- 
pofed,  that  for  their  perfidy  they  were  to  be  treated  as 
land  pirates  and  murderers.  Be  it  fo,  yet  the  public 
faith  given  to  them  is  not  to  be  violated.  This  is  one  of 
thofe  actions  which  have  csufcd  the  Englifli  to  be  charged 
with  injuring  the  Indians  and  provoking  rhem  to  all  the 
cruelties  which  have  been  committed,  as  a  juft  return. 
I  do  not  undertake  to  juftify  it ;  but  think,  that  inftead 
of  imprifoning  Bomazeen  and  the  reft  for  feveral  months 
at  Boflon,  they  ought  to  have  been  fet  at  liberty,  whe- 
ther we  confider  the  affair  in  a  moral  or  political  view. 
I  know  of  no  other  action  of  this  fort  which  can  be 
juftly  charged  upon  the  government.  J  We  fhall  be 
obliged  to  relate  more  t  ijuftifiable  actions  of  fome  par* 
ticular  inhabitants. 

Sir  William  Phips,  upon  his  arrival  in  London,  was 
fued,  by  Dudley  and  Brenton,  in  actions  of  twenty  thou- 
fand  pounds  damage.  Sir  Henry  Afhurft  bailed  him. 
What  were  the  grounds  of  Dudley's  action  does  not 
appear.  Sir  William  urged  in  his  defenc  againft  Bren- 
ton, that  there  was  no  cuftom-houfe  eftaolifhed  in  the 
plantations  by  ad:  of  parliament,  and  that  Brenton  had 
no  authority  to  compel  matters  to  enter  and  clear  with 
him ;  the  naval  officer,  then  known  and  eftablifhed  by  act 
of  parliament,  being  the  only  proper   officer  for   that 

PurP°fe-  '  Captaih 

trade,  friendfhip,  &c.  and  fo  they  are  fallen  into  a  pit  of  their 
own  digging.  Neither  did  we  aim  at  any  thing  more  than 
their  detainment  as  prifoners,  fuppofmg  fome  advantage  might 
accrue  to  the  poor  captives,  if  not  the  country  thereby.  If 
your  honours  judge  it  not  fairly  done,  they  are  now  in  your 
hands  to  difpofe  of  and  deal  with  them  as  may  be  for  their 
Majefties  honour,  and  as  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe  require." 
Letter  from  John  Pike  to  Gov.  <b  Council \  Petfiaq.  7  Jan.  1694. 

\  Charlevoix. 

%  Mention  is  made  of  a  defcendant  of  D'Aulney,  governor  of 
Acady,  who  fcattered  a  mungrel  breed  in  that  part  of  the 
country,  and  feveral  others  coming  in  to  Saco,  at  the  fame  time 
Bomazeen  came  to  Pemaquid,  and,  Charlevoix  fays,  they  were 
all  killed  ;  but  I  can  find  nothing  of  it  in  any  Englifh  accounts 
or  papers. 
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CAPTAiN-Short  exhibited  no  articles  in  form.  Sir  1694. 
"William's  friends  in  New- England  fuppofed  his  affairs 
in  England  would  have  been  all  accommodated,  and  that  he 
would  have  returned  in  a  fhort  time  to  his  government, 
if  death  had  not  prevented.  He  laid  his  arreft  fo  much 
to  heart,  that  it  was  fuppofed  to  have  brought  upon  him 
or  increafed  the  ficknefc  o*c  which  he  died  the  iSth  of 
February,  1  ^94-5. 

After  Mr.  Mather  and  the  other  agents,  who  fol- 
licited  the  fettlement  of  the  government,  left  England,. 
Sir  Henry  Aihurft,  alone,  appeared  as  agent.  In  1693, 
Conftantine  Phips  (afterwards  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland) 
was  joined  with  Aihurft,  and  both  inftrucled  by  the 
general  court.  They  were  both  of  them  friendly  to 
Sir  William. 

Mr.  Dudley  had  been  making  friends,  with  a  view  to 
fupplant  the  governor  while  he  was  living ;  and,  upon 
his  death,  folHcited  for  the  government  with  frefh  vigor 
and  application.*  Without  lofing  his  old  friends,  he 
fuccefsfully  applied  himfelf  to  bring  over  fome  who  had 
been  his  violent  enemies.  He  recovered  the  favor  of 
many  of  the  minifters  in  New  England,  and  recommended 
himfelf,  by  a  grave  ferious  deportment,  to  the  dinenters 
in  England  ;  whilft,  at  the  fame  time,  by  his  good  fenfe 
and  polite  behaviour,  he  acquired  the  notice  and  efteem 

G  3  of 

*  "  Mr.  D thought  himfelf  as  fure  of  being  governor,  as  you 

are  of  my  friendlhip.  He  had  laid  it  with  the  D.  of  Leeds, 
Sidney,  Blathwait  and  my  Lord  Cutts,  who  hath  made  Portland 
entirely  for  him,  and  the  matter  fettled,  and  poor  Sir  William 
Phips  arretted  in  an  action  cf  £. 20,000,  by  Mr.  D.'s  and  Mr. 
B.'s  affidavits,  for  which  I  was  bail.  I  have  been  oppofing 
your  grand  enemies,  who  have  got  all  thofe  letters  to  recom- 
mend him  from  your  minifters.  I  hope  he  will  trouble  you  no 
more.  The  reverfing  of  Leifler's  attainder  hath  I  hope  a  traiu 
or  good  confequences.  I  fhall  never  do  N.  England  fo  much 
good,  as  by  getting  this  bill  paffed.  I  hope  the  d6or  is  nailed 
againft  him,  and  you  will  have  the  Earl  of  Bellamont  governor. 
I  could  not  believe  what  Sir  William  Phips  told  me  of  Mr. 
Stou^hton  and  Mr.  Addington.  I  perceive  I  had  wrong  notions 
of  things."     Sir  H,  JJhurft's  kit.  to  Mather,  5  May,  95. 

-  "I 
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1694.  of  many  cotifiderable  perfons  at  court.  His  income  was 
very  moderate;  and  yet,  with  ceconomy,  he  made  a 
decent  appearance  in  England,  and  gave  feveral  of  his 
children  education  there,  whilfl  the  reft  of  his  family 
was  fupported  by  him  in  New-England.  A  vacant  go- 
vernment had  divers  candidates,  but  it  looks  as  if  he 
would  have  carried  it  from  the  reft,  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  oppofition  made  by  the  two  agents  for  the  pro- 
vince, Aftiurft  and  Phips,  who  were  obliged  to  urge 
againft  him  the  (hare  he  bore  in  the  trial  and  condem- 
nation of  Leifler  at  New-York ;  and,  for  the  fake  of 
laying  open  that  affair  to  the  prejudice  of  Dudley,  they 
both  of  them  promoted  a  bill  in  the  houfe  pf  commons, 
of  which  Afhuril  was  a  member,  for  reverflng  Leifler's 
attainder.  Mr.  Dudley  could  ftand  it  no  longer,  ancj 
withdrew  his  follicitations  for  that  time  ;  and  foon  after, 
by  the  intereft  of  Lord  Cutts,  obtained  the  place  pf 
lieutenant  governqr  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  of  which  his 
Lordfhip  was  then  governor.  From  that  time,  Lord 
Bellamont  was  looked  upon  as  the  governor  of  MafTa- 
chufets-Bay,  although  he  was  not  a&ually  appointed  until 
the   next  year.  §  ■• 

The  acts  of  trade  had  been  very  Ijrtlie  regarded  in 
any  of  the  colonies.  Bucanieis  or  pirates,  who  in  times 
of  peace  made  their  depredatipns  upon  Spanifh  mips  and 
fettlements  in  America,  were  very  numerous.  They 
brought  their  plunder  chiefly  to  New- York,  and  fome 
tp  other  colonies.     With  a  view  to  put  a  flop  to  thefe 

mifchiefs, 

V  I  drew  a  bill  for  reverfing  the  sttaincler  of  Capt.  Leifler,  Mr. 
Mil  burn  and  Mr.  Goyerneur,  which  palled  the  Lords  without 
oppofition;  but  when  it  came  to  the  Commons,  Dudley, having 
notice  of  it,  made  all  the  oppofition  to  it  imaginable,  which  was 

,  the  thing  we  defired  ;  for  by  that  means,  we  had  feveral  hear- 
ings before  a  full  committee  of  the  Commons,  and  had  the  op- 
portunity of  giving  a  full  account  of  thofe  proceedings,  and 
Jetting  the  world  fee  how  great  a  part  he  acled  in  that  tragedy. 
Since  chat,  he  is  not  fo  much  as  talked  of  to  be  governor,  but 
the  three  competitors  are,  the  E.  of  Bellamont,  Major  Brcmin 
and  Col.  Lay  ton,  ar.d  I  believe  my  Lord  Beilamont  is  the  mo^ 
i'ikch  to  h'-ivQ  U."       Confi.  PbiPi  to  LAI.  May  5.  o;. 
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snifchicfs,  the  Earl  of  Bellamont  was  pitched  upon  as  1694.. 
the  mod  proper  perfon  for  the  government  of  New- 
York,  f  and,  probably,  to  make  the  appointment  worth 
accepting,  as  well  as  to  render  the  other  purpofes  more 
cffecluai,  MalTachufets-Bay  and  New-Hampfhire  were 
put  under  the  fame  perfon. 

The  year  1695  patted  away,  with  lefs  moleftation  l&9}* 
from  the  enemy,  than  any  year  fince  1688.  In  the 
fpring,  they  killed  one  of  the  foldiers  belonging  to  Saco 
fort  and  carried  another  away  captive.  A  mortal  fick- 
nefs  prevailed  among  the  Indians,  and  the  French  found 
it  impracticable  to  fend  them  out  in  parties  upon  our 
frontiers.  Their  attachment,  one  to  another,  equals  that 
of  more  civilized  nations.  Befides  the  hoftages  they  had 
given  in  1693,  the  Indians,  feized  at  Pemaquid,  were  in 
the  prifon  at  Bolton ;  Bomazeen,  in  particular,  they 
greatly  valued,  and  they  were  ready  to  fubmit  to  almoft 
any  terms,  to  obtain  their  relief.  The  French  repre^ 
fent  the  Englifh  as  treating  the  hoftages  and  prifon,ers 
with  cruelty ;  but  there  was  no  other  cruelty  than  a 
confinement  in  a  prifon  in  Boflon,  which  it  muft  be  ac- 
knowledged was  a  very  bad  one.     The  Englifh  were 

G  4  not 

f  "  It  is  well  known,  that,  for  feveral  years,  two  very  pernicious 
things  have  been  growing  in  our  American  colonies  ;  an  unlaw- 
ful trade,  in  fraud  of  the  acts  of  navigation,  infinitely  prejudi- 
cial to  England,  and  the  curfed  practice  of  piracy  utterly  de- 
structive of  all  commerce.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  i6oy, 
his  Majefty  thought  fit  to  name  the  Earl  of  Bellamont  to  be 
governor  of  New- York,  a  place  remarkably  infected  with  thofe 
two  dangerous  difeafes.  The  Earl  has  often  told  me,  that 
what  the  King  faid  to  him,  when  he  firft  let  him  know  his 
pleafure,  was  that,  whirh  principally  induced  him  to  accept  of 
the  employment.  His  Majefty  did  him  the  honour  to  fay,  he 
thought  him  a  man  of  refolution  and  integrity,  and,  with  thofe 
qualifications,  more  likely  than  any  other  he  could  think  of  to 
put  a  ftop  to  that  illegal  trade,  and  to  the  growth  of  piracy ; 
for  which  reafon  he  made  choice  of  him  for  that  government, 
and  for  the  fame  reafon  intended  to  put  the  government  of 
New-England  into  his  hands." 

Account  q/ proceedings  in  relation  tt  Ccrpt.  Kidd,  L-:r.d.  :7c:. 
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5695.  not  lefs  defirous  of  peace  than  the  Indians,  if  they  could 
have  had  any  fecurity  for  the  continuance  of  it.     One 
of  the  hoftages,  Sheepfcote  John,  undertook  to  go  frbtn 
Bofton  as  a  mediator,   and,  by  his  influence,  fifty  canoes 
of  Indians  came  within  about  a  league   of  the  fort  at 
Pemaquid,  the  20th  of  May,  and  fent  in  eight  captives; 
acknowledged  their  fault  in  violating  the  lafl  treaty,  and 
propofed  the  releafe  of  captives  on  both  fides,  vand  the 
eftablifhment  of  a  durable  peace,     A  truce  of  30  days 
was  agreed  upon ;  and  commilTioners  were  to  come  from 
Bofton,  to   fettle  the  terms  of  the  peace.     The  com- 
miffioners,  Col.  Phillips,  Lt.  Col.  Hawthorn '  and  Major 
Convers,  foon  after,   met  delegates  from  the  Indians  at 
Pemaquid,  but  refufed  to  enter  upon  any  treaty~wrth 
them  until  all  the  Englifh,  in  their  hands,  fhould  be  de- 
livered up.     Bomazeen,  their  great  warrior,  and  fome 
others,  were  left  in  prifon  at  Bofton.    The  Indians  look- 
ed upon  themfelves  not  well  ufed  ;  fenfible,   that  when 
they  had  parted  with   all  their  prifoners,  they  fhould 
have  no  way  of  obtaining  the  releafe  of  their  own  peo- 
ple, except  by  a  new  fet  of  captives.     They  therefore 
refufed  to  treat  any  further,  and  left  the  place  abruptly. 
The  government,  I  imagine,  expected  that,  by  retaining 
fome  of  the  Indians  as  hoftages,  fome  reftraint  would  bej 
laid  upon  the  reft,  from  exercifmg  Cruelty  towards  Englifh 
prifoners,  feeing  we  fhould  have  it  in  our  power  to 
retaliate  it  upon  their  own  people  ;  and  chofe  rather  to 
riik  the  continuance  of  the  W4r   than  part  with  this 
fecurity. 

Charlevoix,  who  fuppofes  the  lieut.  governor, 
Stoughton,  to  have  been  there  in  perfon,  fays,  "  the 
"  Abenaquis  infifted  upon  the  releafe  of  their  brethren, 
4<  who  were  detained  in  violation  of  the  flag  of  truce 
"  and  the  laws  of  nations,  and  Stoughton  only  returned 
"  bloody  reproaches  for  their  late  hoftilities,  and  terri- 
"  ble  threats  if  they  did  not  deliver  up  the  authors  of 
~  them.  The  Indians  were  as  ftout  as  he  was.  At 
m  I?:igth,  bo:*i  fides  began  $o   foften.    Stoughton  was 
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<?  not  willing  to  drive  to  ^extremity  va  people,  "who  had  169$' 
"  formerly  known : how  to  make  themfelves  it r terror, 
'*  They  were  defirous,  at » any  rrare,' of  recovering  their 
"  relations  out  of  the  ihands'  of  theiEnglifti;  being  fully 
"  determined,  that  when  they  had  accompliihed  their 
'"ends,  they  Would  revenge  the  blood  of  iuch  of  them 
"as  had  been  murdered ;  -but  perceiving  that,  whiHl 
"they  were 'in  treaty,' the  Englifh  were;  preparing  to 

"  furround  thenv'thgy  ran  to  their  arras." This,- no 

doubt,  ^was  the  account  they  gave  to  their  prieft,  when 
they  returned  home. 

Immediate  notice  was.  given  to  the  frontiers  to  be 
up6n'fheir  guard,   but  this  did  not  prevent  Spoils  upon 

"divers?  places.  In  July,  Majotf  Hammond  of  Kitterywas 
taken  prifoner  and  carried  to  Canada,  but,  being  above 
the  ordinary  rank  of  the  Indian  captives,  he  was  very 

•  kindly  ufed  by  CounrFrontenac,  the  governor  5  and  foon 
returned  in  a  veflel  which  went  from  Bofton  for  exchange 
of  prifoners.  In  Auguft,  they  killed  and  took  fifteen  at 
Billerica,  and  plundered  the  houfe  of ——->  Rogers,  and 

:  foon  after  furprized  and  killed  the  ferjeant  of  Saco  fort. 
In  September^  they  killed  four,-  and  wounded  fix,  be-* 
longing  to  Pemaquid  fort.  In  October,  they  came  upon 
the  houfe  of  John  Brown  of  Newbury,  and  carried  away 
nine  perfons ;  but  being  purfued  and  overtaken,  in  the 
night,  by  a  party  under  Capt.  Greenleaf,  they  firft 
tomahawked  all  their  prifoners,  which  effectually  pre- 
vented them  from  joining  the  purfuers,  and  then  took  to 
their  heels  and  efcaped.  Some  of  tbefe  unhappy  pri- 
fbners  lived  feveral  months,  and  fome,onore  than  a  year; 
but  all,  finally,  died  of  their  wounds,  except  a  lad  who 
happened  to  be  wounded  in  the  fhoulder,  and  not  in, 
the  head,  as  the  reft  were. 

'  Th  e  winter  of  1 695  proved  a  timeof  reft  to  the  fron- 
tiers. Their  only  fears,  in  winter,  were  from  an  army  or 
large  body  of  the  enemy,  fufficient  to  refift  any  force, 
which  could  be  collected  before  they  had  done  their  mif- 
chief,  a,nd  had  time  for  a  retreat.  Small  parties  would  be  in 

hazard* 
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1696-  hazard,  when  they  could  be  tracked  upon  the  fnow. 
The  fpring  of  1696  opened  as  ufual.  y  In  May,  a  poor 
fellow,  who  had  been  a  captive  before,  and  made  his 
efeape,  was  killed  at  Cocheco.  In  June,  three  women, 
fitters,  going  with  their  hufbands  from  York  to  Wells ; 
one  of  them,  wife  of  Thomas  Cole,  with  her  hufband 
were  (hot  down,  the  others  efcaped.  In  the  fame  month, 
feveral  houfes  were  burnt  by  the  enemy,  within  the 
-limits  of  Portfmouth ;  twelve  or  fourteen  of  the  inhabi- 
tants were  flain,  and  four  taken  prifoners.  One  woman 
was  fuppofed  to  be  left  dead,  and  her  fcalp  was  car- 
ried to  Canada,  as  the  evidence  of  it ;  but  thofe,  who 
went  out  to  bury  the  dead,  finding  her  alive,  carried  her 
home,  and  fhe  recovered.  The  Indians,  generally,  are 
content  with  a  piece,  not  larger  than  the  palm  of  the 
hand,  from  the  top  of  the  crown ;  and,  if  it  was  not  for 
the  blows  of  the  tomahawk,  many  might  have  furvived 
the  operation  of  the  knife.  Some  who  have  loft  the 
fkin,  from  the  whole  crown,  have  recovered  and  lived 
many  years. 

In  July,  they  attacked  Cocheco  again,  a  plantation 
which  often  fuffered ;  killed  three  of  the  inhabitants,  as 
they  were  going  home  from  publick  worftiip,  wounded 
three  more,  and  carried  other  three  away  prifoners  to 
Penobfcot. 

We  have  taken  no  notice  of  Nova-Scotia,  although 
included  in  the  bounds  of  the  MafTachufets  charter  ;  the 
inhabitants  in  general,  for  feveral  years  having  been 
under  the  power  and  command  of  the  authority  fent 
from  France  :  But,  this  year,  the  affairs  of  that  and  of 
the  other  parts  of  the  government  are  more  interwoven. 

After  the  conquefl  of  that  province,  by  the  Maffa- 
chufets  colony  in  1 690,  the  French  in  Europe  gave  thenw. 
felves  but  little  concern  about  the  recovery  of  it,  and  the 
Englifh  as  little  about  its  prefervation  or  fecurity.  The 
Maffachufets  were  unable  to  bear  the  charge  of  a  fuffi- 
cient  military  force,  to  keep  the  inhabitants  in  fubjeclion  : 
They  gave  commiffions  to  judges,  juitices  and  other 
officers,  and  required  oaths  of  fidelity;  and,  in    1691, 
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gave  power  and  authority  to  Mr.  Nelfon,  who  was  bound  1696. 
there  from  Bofton  upon  a  trading  voyage,  to  be  com- 
mander in  chief  in  Acadie;  but  when  he  came  near  the 
river  St.  John's,  he  was  taken  by  Monf.  Viilebon,  who, 
having  a  commiffion  from  the  French  king,  had  been  in 
to  Portroyal  and  ordered  the  Englifli  flag  to  beftruck  and 
the  French  flag  to  be  hoifted  there,  but  intended  to  make 
St.  John's  the  place  of  his  refidence,  and  took  pofieflion 
of  it,  where  he  carried  on  great  trade  with  the  Indians, 
fupplying  them  with  warlike  (lores,  provifions,  &c.  with- 
out which  they  could  not  have  carried  on  the  war.  In 
1692,  foon  after  Sir  William  Phips's  arrival,  an  attempt 
was  made  by  the  province,  with  a  fmall  naval  force,  to 
remove  Viilebon;  but  it  proved  unfuccefsful.  In  1695, 
Capt.  Earns,  in  his  Majefly's  fhip  Sorlings,  was  fent  from 
Bofton  to  intercept  the  ftores  with  wThich  Viilebon,  every 
fpring,had  been  furnifhed  from  France;  but  the  French 
ftiip  happened  to  be  of  greater  force  Ifhan  ufual,  and, 
after  an  engagement  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  Earns 
was  glad  to  retreat.  It  feems  that,  until  now,  the  Maf- 
fachufets  looked  upon  themfelves  as  in  fome  fort  of  pof- 
feffion,  and  that  there  had  not  been  an  entire  revolt  of 
the  whole  province;  for,  this  year,  the  general  court, 
from  a  fenfe  of  their  inability  to  protect  it,  petitioned 
the  crown  that  the  province  might  be  freed  from  any 
further  expencein  the  defence  of  Portroyal  or  St.  John's, 
and  that  garrifons  might  be  kept  in  both  thofe  places,  at 
the  charge  of  the  nation.  This,  perhaps,  might  be 
deemed  a  refufal  to  exercife  jurifdiclion  over  that  part 
of  the  province,  and  a  renunciation  of  their  right ;  and, 
accordingly,  after  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  when  pofTeffion 
was  returned  to  the  crown,  it  was  fettled  a  diftinft 
province ;  otherwife,  jus  pofllimimi  might  have  taken 
place,  as  well  with  refpecl  to  the  rights  of  a  body  cor- 
porate, as  thofe  of  particular  perfons. 

Th  e  difappointment,  lafl  year,  which  the  Sorlings,  a 
fmgle  {hip,  met  with,  occafioned  the  force  to  be  doubled 
this  year,  to  effect  the  like  purpofe,     Capt.  Paxton,  in 
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t6$6.  ijie  Newport,  came  to  New-England  in  company  with 
the  Sorlings*  .and  both  (hips  were  ordered,  together 
,j»itha  yacht  or  tender  in  die  province  fervice,  to  Jay  off 
jbe  river -St.  John's,  to  wait  the  arrival  of  the  florefhip. 
,Jt  happened,  .unfortunately,  trjat  the  French  at  Quebec 
were,,  at  the  fame  time,  fitting  out  two  men  of  war,  with 
Jthef amnion  of  two  companies  of  foldiers  and  fifty  Mich- 
-ipack  Indians,  kuorder  to  reduce  the  New-England  fort 
at  Pemaquid.     Thefe  ftiips  were  of  fuperior  force  to 
the  Englifti  fhips,.  and,  Iberville,  f  an  experienced  officer, 
jQommaqded.     When  they  had  put  into  a  port  upon  their 
paffage,  ,Villebon,  from  St.  John's,  informed  them  of  the 
.  Situation  and  circumftances  of  the  fmall  Engliih  fleet. 
-They  ;went  immediately  in  quell  of  them,  and  came 
upon  them  ,when  they  were  not  expected.     The  New- 
port, after  thelofs  of  one  of  her  topmafts,  furrendered. 
,  A  fog  arofe,  which  gave  the  Sorlings  and  the  tender  an 
opportunity  for  their  efcape,  and  they  returned  to  Boflon, 
with    the  news  of  this  fecond  disappoint  menu     The 
:  French  commander,   being  ftrengthened  with  the  New- 
port, went  in  to  St.  John's   and    there  refitted.     From 
thence,  he  proceeded  to  Penobfcot,  where  the  Baron  St. 
Cafline  was  waiting  for  him,  with  two  huncred  Indians. 
The  whole  force  arrived  before  the  fort  at  Pemaquid, 
,  the  14th  of  July.     Capt.  March,  who  was  a  good  officer, 
had  refigned  the  command   of  the  fort  a  few  months 
I  before,  and  was  fucceeded  by  a  very  different  man,  Capt. 
Chubb.     Iberville,  upon  his  arrival,  fent  a  fummons  to 
fqrrender.     Chubb  returned  a  vain  foolifh  anfwer,  "  that 
"  if  the  fea,  was  covered  with  French  veffels,  and  the 
*f  land  with  Indians,  yet  he  would  not  give  up  the  fort.'' 
,The  Indians,  thereupon,  began  their  fire,  and  return 
was  made  by  the  mufketry  and  with  a  few  cannon  from 
the  fort.     This  brought  the  firfl  day  tp  a  clofe.   .  In  the 
night,  Iberville  landed   his  cannon  and  mortars;    and 

the 

,  *  In  1694. 

}  This  was  not  the  Iberville  who  laid  the  foundation  of  the 
French  colony  at  Miffifippi  in  1690.  He  died  in  a  year  or 
two  after  that. 
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the  next  day,  before  three  in  the  afternoon,  had  raifed  i$9* 
his  batteries  and  thrown  live  bombs  into  the  fort,  te 
the  great  terror  of  Chubb  and  the  garrifon.  Caftine, 
about  this  time,  found  forae  way  of  conveying  a  letter 
into  the  fort,  and  let  them  know  that,  if  they  delayed 
furrendering  until  an  affeult  was  made,  they  would  have 
to  do  with  favages,  and  mufl  expect  no  quarter,  for*  hef 
had  feen  the  King's  order  to  Iberville  to  give  riorteV* 
This  did  the  bufinefs,  the  charilade  Was  beat  immediately, 
and  the  fort  was  furrendered,  upon  the  terms  offered- by 
the  French,  that  the  garrifon  mould  be  fent  to  Bolton 
and  exchanged  for  the  like  number  of  French  and  In- 
dian prifoners ;  only,  a  fpecial  fecurity  or  engagement  waS 
infifted  upon  from  the  French  commander,  that!  their  per- 
fons  mould  be  protected  againft:  the  rage  of  the  Indians. 

Chubb's  conduct  was  univerfally  cenfured,  and  at 
firfl  he  was  put  under  arreft,  but  came  off  without  any 
other  puniihment  than  being  laid  afide.  The  fort  had 
15  cannon  mounted,  and  ninety  able  men  to  manage 
them,  and  no  want  of  ammunition  or  (lores.  The 
French  fuppofe,  that  if  there  had  been  a  brave  defence, 
the  event  would  have  been  doubtful ;  at  lead,  that  the 
fort  could  not  have  been  carried  without  a  great  Jofs  of 
men  ;  and  attribute  the  furrender  to  the  cowardice  of 
the  garrifon,  who  compelled  the  commander  to  aft  con- 
trary to  his  own  inclination.!  This  makes  the  acqui- 
fition  to  appear  of  more  importance. 

After  all,  there  is  room  to  doubt  whether  a  better 
garrifon  could  have  withftood  that  force,  until  relief 
might  have  been  afforded  from  BoftOn.  The  French 
were  provided  with  cannon  and  mortars,  were  numerous 
enough  to  refift  any  fallies  from  the  garrifon,  without 
interrupting  the  fiege  ;  there  were  no  cafemates  not 
other  fhelter  for  the  men,  and  the  magazine  itfelf  was 
bomb  proof  in  one  part  of  it  only,  which  was  under  a 
rock. 

The      n 

*  Original  Utter  in  Cafiinit   hand  writing, 
f  Charlevoix, 
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The  reafon  of  the  garrifon's  requiring  an  extraordi- 
nary caution  againft  the  rage  of  the  Indians,  was  this. 
They  were  confeious  of  their  own  cruelty  and  barbarity, 
and  feared  revenge  ;  and  a  fecurity  from  it  might  pro- 
bably haften  the  furrender;  left:  it  fhould  afterwards  not 
be  in  their  power  to  obtain  it.  In  the  month  of  Fe- 
bruary before,  Egeremet,  a  chief  of  the  Machias  Indians  5 
Toxus,  chief  of  the  Norridgewocks ;  Abenquid,  a  faga- 
more  of  the  fame  tribe ;  and  feveral  other  Indians  came 
to  the  fort,  to  treat  upon  exchange  of  prifoners.  Chubb, 
with  fome  of  his  garrifon,  fell  upon  the  Indians  in  the 
midfl  of  the  treaty,  when  they  thought  therhfelvesmofl 
fecure,  murdered  Egeremet  and  Abenquid  with  two 
others.  Toxus,  and  fome  others,  efcaped,  and  fome  re- 
mained prifoners;  one  Indian  was  found  in  the  fort,  in 
irons,  when  the  French  took  poffeflion  of  it.  Such  was 
the  fury  of  Caftine's  Indians*  that  there  was  no  way  of 
fecuring  the  garrifon  but  by  removing  them  to  an  iiland* 
under  a  conftant  guard  of  French  troops,  until  provifion 
Was  made  for  tranfporting  them  to  Bofton.  Some  wri- 
ters palliate  and  feem  inclined  to  juftify  this  action  of 
Chubb.  Surely,  the  cruelty  llieWn  by  the  Indians  to  the 
Englifh  mult  have  biaffed  and  blinded  them.  Private 
letters,  which  pafled  at  this  time,  between  fome  of  the 
beft  men  in  the  province,  condemned  it  as  an  horrid  piece 
of  villainy. 

The  French  remained  at  Pemaquid  until  the  1 8th 
of  July,  demolishing  the  fort,  their  plunder  was  fmall, 
and  then  went  to  Penobfcot,  where  they  tarried  until 
the  3d  of  September. 

"When  the  news  of  the  Iofs  of  the  man  of  war  and 
of  the  fort  came  to  Bofton,  it  was  expected  the  enemy 
would  proceed  weflward  as  far  as  Portfmouth.  Five 
hundred  men  were  raifed  without  delay,  and  marched 
thither,  to  be  ready  for  the  defence  of  New-Hampmire. 
Two  men  of  war,  the  Arundel  arid  Orford,  arriving  at 
the  fame  time  at  Bofton,  a  detachment  from  the  militia 
ttfas  fern  on  board  them,  to  ferve  as  marines ;  and  thefe 

flirps, 
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fhips,  together  with  the  Sorlings,  and  a  merchant  fhip  1696. 

of  20  guns,  and  a  firefliip  taken  up  by  the  province, 

were  fent   in  queft  of  the  enemy,  and  came  in  fight  of 

them  juft  as  they  failed  from  Penobfcot.     The  French, 

who  were  well  acquainted  with  the  coaft,  kept  their  fhips 

clofe  in  fhore.     Whether  the  Englifh  were  afraid  of  the 

coaft, or  were  too  far  aftern,  or  did  not  make  fail  enough, 

does  not  appear ;  it  is  certain,  they  did  not  come  up  with 

them  the  firft  day,  and  the  next  day  being  foggy  they 

reached  St.  John's  river,  and  the  Englifh  vefTels  returned 

to  Bofton.    The  French  account*  takes  no  notice  of  the 

fog,  makes  the  five  Englifh  vefTels  feven,  and  fays,  they 

fleered  for  St.  John's  river,whilft  the  French  fleet  went  to 

Cape-Breton  and  from  thence  to  Newfoundland.     The 

French  writers  fuppofed   two  expeditions  to  have  been 

but  one,  and  imagined  a  number  of  fmall  vefTels,  under 

Col.  Church,  were  the  fame  which  purfued  Iberville. 

As  the  Orford  was  returning,  fhe  met  with  a  French 

fhal  lop  belonging  to  St.  John's, with  23  foldiers  under  Vil- 

leau,  their  captain,  and  brought  them  prifonersto  Bofton. 

Charlevoix  feems  to  miftake  Villebon  for  Villeau,  and, 

finding  him  foon  after  at  St.  John's,  defending  his  fort, 

he  takes  it  for  granted  he  muft  have  been  releafed,  as 

having  a  paiTport   and  not  liable  to  be  retained. 

When  Mr.  Stonghton  found  the  enemy  was  gone 
back  to  the  eaftward,  he  ordered  Col.  Church,  who  had 
the  command  of  the  500  men  at  Portfmouth,  to  embark 
them  on  board  brigancinesand  other  fmall  vefTels,  and  xo 
range  along  the  eaftern  fhore.  Church  faw  none  of  the 
enemy,  except  now  and  then  an  indian  canoe,  until  he 
came  to  Penobfcot,  where  he  did  not  arrive  until  after 
the  French  fleet  had  failed,  and  the  coaft  clear.  Not 
being  willing  to  return  without  doing  fome  fervice,  he 
refolved  to  know  the  condition  of  the  province  of  Nova 
Scotia,  and  failed  directly  up  to  Chigne&o  or  Beaubaffin. 
Upon  the  difcovery  of  the  Englifh  forces,  moft  of  the 
French  inhabitants  left  their  houfes  and  fled  into  the 

woodsy 
*  Charlevoix, 
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1696.  woods.  The  Englifti  purfued*  and  foon  met  Bourgeois* 
(Church  calls  him  Bridgman)  a  principal  inhabitant,  com- 
ing to  aik  quarter  for  himfelf  and  family  •  which  was 
readily  granted.  Upon  his  examination,  it  appeared  that 
there  were  Indians  mixed  with  the  French  in  the  woods, 
and  orders  were  thereupon  given  to  renew  the  purfuit, 
and  to  offer  quarter  to  all  the  French,  but  to  give  none 
to  the  Indians.  Bourgeois  was  ordered,  alfo,  to  give 
notice  to  all  his  countrymen,  who  would  come  in,  that 
they  (hould  be  well  received.  Many  of  the  inhabitants 
came  in,  and  it  was  propofed  to  them  to  join  with  the 
Englifh,  in  purfuing  the  Indians,  and  upon  tbeir  comply- 
ing, their  houfes  mould  be  fpared,  what  of  their  goods 
bad  been  taken  mould  be  reftored,  and  the  reft  of  their 
fubftance  preferved.  This  was  a  hard  condition  and,  in 
effect,  obliging  them  to  quit  their  country,  for  otherwife, 
as  foon  as  the  Englifh  had  left  them  without  fufficient  pro- 
tection, the  incenfed  Indians  would  have  fell  upon  them 
without  mercy.  They  therefore  refufed  to  comply,  and 
their  houfes  were  thereupon  burnt,  and  their  cattle, 
fheep,&c.  deftroyed,  and  their  goods  became  plunder  for 
the  army. 

Charlevoix  fays,  that  Bourgeois  produced  a  writ- 
ing, by  which  Sir  William  Phips  had  given  affurances  of 
protection  to  the  inhabitants  of  Chignecb,  whilft  they 
remained  faithful  fubjecls  of  King  William;  and  that 
Church  gave  orders,  that  nothing  in  their  houfes,  &c. 
mould  be  touched;  but  whilft  he  was  entertained  by 
Bourgeois,  together  with  the  principal  officers,  the  reft 
of  the  army  difperfed  themfelves  among  the  other  houfes 
and  behaved  as  if  they  had  been  in  a  conquered  country. 
This  may  be  true*  Men  raifed  from  the  militia  of  any 
country,  until  they  are  ufed  to  difcipline,  are  feldom  ex* 
emplary  for  due  fubordination.  Charlevoix  adds,  that 
many  of  the  inhabitants,nottrufting  to  the  promifes  of  the 
general,  refufed  to  come  in,  and  that  it  was  well  they  did; 
for,  foon  after,  he  broke  through  all  bounds,  and  left  on- 
ly the  church  and  a  few  houfes  and  barns  Handing  and, 

haying 
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having  difcovered,  pofted  up  in  the  church,  an  order  of  1696* 
Frontenac,  the  governor  of  Canada,  for  the  regulation  of 
trade,  he  threatned  to  treat  them  as  rebels,  fet  fire  to  the 
church j  and  the  hoiifes  which  he  had  before  fpared  and 
which  were  now  all  reduced  to  allies  j  and  having  done 
this,  he  prefented  a  writing,  which  he  told  them  was  an 
acknowledgment  of  their  having  renewed  their  fubjection 
to  King  William,  and  would  be  a  fectirity  to  them  in  cafe 
any  Englifli  fllould  again  land  among  them. 

The  condition  of  thefe  Acadians  was  truly  deplora« 
ble.  Their  natural  attachment  was  to  the  French.  They 
were  bigotted  to  the  roman  catholic  religion,  in  propor- 
tion  to  the  iiieannefs  and  other  difadvantages  of  their 
education.  Commerce,  fmall  indeed,  led  them  to  fome: 
connection  with  the  Englifh.  For  a  whole  century  to- 
gether, they  were,  once  in  a  few  years,  changing  their 
mailers ;  and  no  fooner  had  owned  themfelves  the  fub- 
jecte  of  one  crown,  but  they  were  left  to  fall  again 
under  the  power  of  the  other.  It  was  hardly  reafona- 
ble,  where  protection  was  refufed  or  neglected,  to  charge 
them  wirh  being  traitors  and  rebels.  When  under  Eng- 
lifli government,  although  allowed  the  exercife  of  their 
religion,  yet  their  priefts,  always  fufpecled  of  drawing 
them  over  to  the  French,  were  hated  and  often  molefted 
by  the  Englifh.  Their  civil  liberty  was  much  the  fame 
under  either  government.  They  had  certain  perfons, 
annually  chofen,  whom  they  called  deputies  and  fome- 
times  fele&men,f  which  they  borrowed  from  the  Englifh 
colonies  of  New-England,  but  they  had  no  other  au- 
thority than  to  bring  arid  carry  meflages  from  and  ro 
their  governors ;  and  upon  any  general  difturbance  or 
affair  of  general  concern,  the  whole  village  or  diftricT: 
was  fummoned  to  appear.  Thus  they  were  always  de- 
preffed  and  without  fpirit.    No  people  are  more  confined 

Vol.  II.  H  to 

f  They  corrupted  their  language,  having  greater  converfe  with* 
the  Englifh  than  with  the  European  French  ;  and  intermixed 
many  Englifh  words,  as  ct  vous  tea,  inftead  of  et  vous  auJJIf  par 
yet,  iaftead  of//?/  encore,  aad  many  like  exprefiions* 
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to  their  own  country  than  they  were,  few  or  non* 
of  them  upon  any  occafion  ever  palling  fo  far  as  New* 
England.     Their  fate  at  lafl  was  hard  and  pitiable. 

But  to  return  to  our  Itory.  Church  left  Chignefto, 
the  2cth  of  September,  and  flood  with  his  tranfports  for 
the  river  St.  John's,  and  landed  his  men,  not  without 
fome  oppofition,  upcn  the  eaft  fide.  He  took  feveral 
prifoners  ;  interrupted  the  building  of  a  new  fort  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  and  deflroyed  the  materials  they 
had  prepared  for  it;  brought  away  twelve  of  their  can- 
non and  what  plunder  he  met  with.  Being  informed 
there  wras  not  depth  of  water  in  the  river  for  his  veffels, 
he  made  no  attempt  to  go  up  to  Villebon 's  fort,  but  de- 
parted for  Bofton  ;  intending  to  touch  at  aH  the  harbours 
and  rivers  upon  the  eaftern  coaft,  in  his  way. 

Mr.  Stoughton,  having  much  at  heart  the  removal  of 
Villebon  from  St.  John's,  ordered  the  Arundel,  Capt. 
Kiggins/*  who  returned  to  Bofton  the  beginning  of 
September  \  the  province  galley,  Capt.  Southack,  and  a 
tranfport  floop,  Capt.  Aklen,f  to  go  out  and  meet  Church 
tvith  his  forces,  and  attempt  to  drive  Villebon  from  his 
fort.  A  reinforcement  for  the  land  forces  was  fent  in 
the  tranfport,  and  the  command  of  the  whole  given  to 
Col.  Hawthorn,  of  Salem,  one  of  the  council.  This 
was  an  impolitic  meafure,  unlefs  any  mifeondu6t  in 
Church  made  it  neceffary  that  he  fliould  be  fuperfeded  ;■ 
and  it  is  evident,  by  his  own  account,  that  he  was  not  a 
little  mortified  ;  and  although  he  fubmitted,-  it  was  wkh 
reluclance,  and  everything  went  on  heavily.  The  men 
alfo,  having  their  faces  towards  home,  were  loth  to  turn* 
back, but  were  obliged  to  it;  being  met  by  the  (hips not 
far  from  the  river.  Villebon  had  timely  notice  of  the 
return  and  reinforcement,. and  made  the  bell  preparations- 
he  could  for  his  defence.  Four  of  the  fmall  veffels  wenfc 
up  the  river,  and  landed  their  men  near  the  fort,  Oclo- 
ber  the  7th.     They  raifed  a  battery  for  two  field  pieces, 

and 

*  Charlevoix  calls  him  Sikik. 

jf  The  fawe  <wk*  nvas  imprifoned  for  nvitchcraft}  *wken  Hawtborts 
the  colonel  baa  hen  one  ivfo  examined  him. 
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diid  began  ro  fire  with  them  and  with  their  muffcetry,  169&. 
the  fame  day  ;  and  the  French  made  return.  When 
night  came  on,  which  proved  very  cold*  the  Eriglifh 
lighted  their  fires  to  keep  them  from  perifhing.  This 
made  them  a  mark  for  the  French  cannon,  which  di- 
sturbed them  to  that  degree,  that  they  were  obliged  toi 
put  out  their  fires  and  to  be  expofed  all  night  to  the  in- 
clemency o(  the  weather:  They  were  foon  difcouraged* 
for  the  next  night  they  reimbarked ;  and  having  joined 
thofe  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  made  the  befl  of  theif 
way  to  Bolton,  No  notice  was  taken  of  any  lofs  on 
either  fide;  except  the  burning  a  few  of  the  enemy's 
lioufes ;  nor  is  any  fufficient  reafon  given  for  relinquifh- 
ing  the  defign  (o  fuddenly.  It  is  probable  that  the 
forces  were  not  provided  with  tents,  nor  cloathing,  fuf- 
ficient ro  defend  them  from  the  cold,  which  they  had 
reafon  to  expect  to  inereafe  every  day,  and  it  h  certain 
the  old  colonel  Church  was  offended  at  being  fuperfeded 
in  command. 

Whilst  the  forces,  which  ufed  to  be  employed  for' 
the  defence  o\;  the  frontiers,  were  upon  other  fervice^ 
the  inhabitants  kept  clofe  confined  to  their  garrifons 
and  were  hindered  from  their  labour;  the  Indians  being 
upon  the  watch  in  every  quarter,  and  now  and  then" 
would  feize  or  (hoot .down*  a  man,  who  ventured  to  ftep 
out  of  his  door.  Befides  thole  mentioned,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  fummer,  Major  Froffc  and  his  wife  were  killed 
at  Berwick,  as  they  were  returning  from  meeting ;  and 
two  men,  who  went  to  carry  the  news  to  the  garrifon  ac 
Wells,  were  ambufhed  and  flain.  In  October,  four  fol- 
diers  were  killed,  belonging  to  the  fort  at  Saco.  A  late 
author  fays,  "  a  dreadful  defolation  was  threatned,  and 
"more  for  want  of  management  than  power  ;"f  but 
this  is  not  fo  judicious,  as  fome  others  of  this  author's 
reflections.  The  fettlement  of  a  new  country  could 
never  be  effected,  if  the  inhabitants  fhould  confine  rhenn 

H  2  felves 

J  Difcovery   and  fettlement  of  tht  Englifl]  in  Ar.  Amst'tca^  fa 
tf arris's  co I led ion. 
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1696.  felves  to  cities  or  walled  towns.  A  frontier  there  mufl 
be,  and  nothing  lefs  than  making  every  houfe  a  fort, 
and  furnifhing  every  traveller  with  a  ftrong  guard,  could 
have  been  an  effectual  fecurity  again  ft  an  enemy,  as 
greedy  after  their  prey  as  a  wolf,  and  to  whom  the 
Woods  were  equally   natural  and  familiar. 

An  expedition  againft  Canada  had  been  follicited 
every  year  fince  1692.  This  year  there  was  a  more 
than  ordinary  dependance  upon  it.  The  bad  fuccefs  of 
the  war  in  Europe  put  an  end  to  this  dependance.  In- 
timations were  given,  divers  ways,  of  a  French  arma- 
ment from  Europe  by  fea,  and  land  forces  from  Canada, 
to  make  a  defcent  upon  the  Englifh  colonies.  Appli- 
cation had  been  made  to  the  French  king,  by  the  gover- 
nor of  Canada,  in  the  latter  part  of  1695,  for  ten  or 
twelve  men  of  war,  to  be  fent  the  next  fpring  from  fe- 
veral  ports  in  France,  to  encounter  an  Englifh  fquadron, 
which  it  was  expected  would  have  been  at  fea  about  that 
time ;  and,  having  conquered  the  Englifh  fhips,  then  to 
go  and  take  Bofton,  which  was  reprefented  to  be  a  place 
of  great  trade ;  and  if  they  could  gaia  poffeiTion  of  it, 
they  would  gain,  by  that  means,  the  fole  poffeflion  of 
the  fifheryv*  Nothing  more  was  intended  by  the  French 
court  than  the  poffeffion  of  Newfoundland,  and  the 
removal  of  the  Englifh  from  Acadie.  Both  thefe  were 
effected,  for  after  Iberville  had  taken  the  fort  at  Pe- 
maquid,  he  went  with  his  fhips  to  Newfoundland,  and 
poffeffed  himfelf  of  St.  John's  and  the  other  harbours 
there,  and  made  a  very  fuccefsful  expedition.  This  was 
cot  only  a  much  eafier  acquifition  than  Bofton  would 
have  been,  to  a  ftronger  fquadron  than  Iberville's ;  al- 
though it  was  not  then  one  fourth  part  fo  well  fortified 
as  it  is  at  this  time ;  but,  by  gaining  all  the  ports  in 
Newfoundland,  the  whole  colony  was  gained  ;  whereas, 
the  gaining  of  Bofton  would  not  have  enabled  them  to 
have  poffefled  even  the  reft  of  that  province  nor,  with- 
out a  very  great  land  army,  could  they  have  held  the 

pofTeffiou 

*  Charlevoix. 
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poffeflion  of  Bofton  alone  one  winter,  againft  fo  great  a  1697. 
number  of  inhabitants  as  were  then  in  the  province.f 

The  lafl  year  of  the  war  proved  more  alarming  to 
the  province  than  any  of  the  preceding  years.  An 
invafion  was  every  day  expected,  for  feverai  weeks  to- 
gether ;  and  news  was  brought  to  Bofton,  that  a  formi- 
dable French  fleet  had  been  feen  upon  the  coaft.  It 
was  indeed  a  very  critical  time,  perhaps  equal  to  that 
when  the  Duke  d'Anville  was  with  a  fquadron  at  Chi- 
buclou.  The  force,  under  the  Duke,  was  fuperior, 
but  the  province,  at  that  time,  was  in  proportion  ftronger 
and  better  able  to  repel  it.  France  expected  that  a  very 
ft  rong  fquadron  would  be  fent  from  England  to  recover 
the  ports  in  Newfoundland,  which  Iberville  had  taken 
the  laft  year.  Great  preparations  were  therefore  made, 
to  defeat  fuch  fquadron,  and,  after  that,  or  in  cafe  it 
fhould  not  proceed,  then  to  lay  wafte  the  Englifh  colo- 
nies. Frontenac  the  governor  of  Canada,  upon  whom 
great  dependance  had  always  defervedly  been  placed, 
had  orders  to  raife  1500  men,  prepared  to  march  upon 
fhort  warning ;  but,  at  this  time,  the  fervice  for  which 
they  were  intended   was  not  communicated.     He  made 

H  3  provifion 

f  The  winter  of  1696  was  as  cold  as  had  been  known  from  the 
firft  arrival  of  the  Engliih  ;  flays  and  loaded  fleds  pafiing  great 
part  of  the  time  upon  the  ice  from  Bofton  as  far  as  Nantaiket. 
Greater  lo(Fes  in  trade  had  never  been  known,  than  what  were 
met  with  in  this  year  ;  nor  was  there,  at  any  time  after  the 
firft  year,  fo  great  a  fcarcity  of  food  ;  nor  was  grain  ever  at 
a  higher   price. 

Lord  Bellamont  had  been  expected  for  two  years  paft.  His  long 
delay  occafioned  fome  doubt,  whether  he  had  not  laid  afide 
the  defign  ;  but,  in  February  1696,  Mr.  Blaithwait  writes, 
•*  You  may  be  in  expectation,  fome  time  this  fummer,  of  my 
"  Lord  Bellamont,  who  is  now  in  a  way  of  receiving  his  dif- 
*'  patches  for  the  government  of  New-England,  and  probably  of 
"  New-York  too,  for  the  better  uniting  cur  ftrcngth  againft  the 
"  French  and  Indians.  In  the  mean  time,  I  hope  the  colony  of 
'«  the  Maflachufets  will  take  care  to  defend  themfelves  againft 
"  the  further  encroachments  of  the  enemy,  and  protect  their 
«J  neighbours  of  New-Hampfhire,  for  the  common  intereft." 
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J697.  provifion  accordingly,  and  they  would  have  been  all  read/ 
upon  eigpt  days  notice.  The  remembrance  of  this 
danger  is  loft  in  New-England.  Charlevoix's  account 
will  be  new  to  rnoft  people.  "  The  intended  expedi- 
f  tion,   againft    Boflon,   was  very   well   concerted,  and 

*  would  not  have  failed,  as  all  which  preceded  it  had 
"  done,  if  it  had  been  vigoroufly  purfued.  The  king  had 
"  intruded  the  command  with  the  Marquis  of  Neimonc], 
*'  an  officer  of  great  reputation,  and  had  appointed  for 
Vi  the  fervjee  ren  men  of  war,  a  galliot  and  two  frigates. 
f«  Bofton  was  nqt  the  only  object.  He  had  orders  to 
f*  be  ready  to  leave  Breft,  with  part  of  the  fquadron,  by 
f|  the  25th  of  April,  at  fartheft,  in  order  to  join  the  other 
ff  part  which  lay  at  Rochel  under  commodore  de  Mag- 
V  non ;  and,  with  all  pofhble  difpatcb,  to  proceed  to  Pla- 
"  centia  bay  in  Newfoundland,  that  he  might  be  before 
f  hand  of  the  Englifli,  who,  it  was  faid,  were  determine^ 
"  to  recover  all  they  had  loft  the  year  before  in  that 
*«  ifland,  and  to  clear  it  entirely  of  the  French.  If  he 
«'  found  Placentia  befieged  by  the  Englifli,  he  had  orders 
"  to  attack  them ;  if  they  fhould  be  gone  before  he  ar- 
«  rived,  he  was  to  follow  them  and  give   them   battle 

*  whether  they  had  fucceeded  or  not.  After  their  dq- 
P  feat,  he  was  to  fail  for  Penobfcot :  difpatching,  at  the 
«  fame  time,  a  packet  boat  to  Quebec,*  to  inform  Count 
•f  Frontenac  of  his  route,  that  fo  that  general  might 
"  meet  him  at  Penobfcot,  with  fifteen  hundred  men, 
41  which  he  was  to  have  in  readmeft.  As  foon  as  the 
f  junction  was  made,  and  the  troops  embarked,  the  fleer, 
"  without  lofs  of  time,  was  to  go  to  Bofton,  and,  that 
"  town  being  taken,  it  was  then  to  range  the  coaft  to 
!'  Pifcataqua ;  deftroying  the  fettlements  as  far  into  the 
f  country  as  they  could,  and  fo  effectually  as  that  it  might 
«*  take  the  Englifli  a  long  time  to  re-eftablifh  themfelves. 

-If 

*  This  feems  to  b,e  the  greateft  defeel  in  the  plan.  The  time 
in  paffing  up  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  embarking  the  troops, 
?md  coming  down  to  Penobfcot,  from  the  uncertainty  of  that 
navigation,  might  take  up  the  greateft  part  of  the  ftunra??* 
aa<j!  leader  the  v:k jie  4eii;rn  abortive, 
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*  If  there  mould  be  time  left  for  farther  acquisitions,  1697, 
"  the  fleet  was  to  go  to  New- York  j  and  having  reduced 

*  that  city,  the  French  American  troops  were  to  march 
"  through  that  colony  to  Canada,  laying  the  country 

*  wafte  as  they  went  along. — The  king  had  this  expedi- 
u  tion  (o  much  at  heart,  that  he  had  given  permiflion  to 
"  de  Nefmond  to  ftrengthen  his  fleet  with  the  addition 
61  of  certain  (hips,  deflined  for  another  expedition  in 
"  Hudfon's  bay,  if  he  fhould  happen  to  meet  them  at 
"  Placentia  and  think  them  neceffary," 

We   (hall  next   fee,  from  the  fame  author,  how  this 
enterprize  happened  to  fail  of  fuccefs. 

*  As  the  French  court  had  not  received  the  news  of 

*  the  fiege  *  of  Naxoat  (St.  John's  river)  when  the  in-. 
**  ft  ructions  were  prepared,  but  it  happened  to  be  brought 

*  a  fhort  time  after ;  upon  de  Nefmond's  anchoring  in 
•'  Rochelle  road,  he  found  orders  had  been  fent  from 
i(  court  to  meet  him  there,  requiring  him  to  give  the 
"  chevalier  de  Villebon  all  that  aid  both  of  men  and 
"  ftores  which  fhould  be  neceffary  to  maintain  him  in,  or 
"  reftore  him  to  his  poft.  When  de  Nefmond  came  to 
"  Placentia,  he  found  there  a  letter  waiting  for  him  from 

*  the  count  de  Pontchartrain,  giving  him  intelligence  of 
"  18  Englifh  fliips,  laden  with  fait  and  ready  to  fail 
«  from  Lifbon,  under  convoy  of  a  man  of  war  ;  which 
"  mips  were  to  be  employed  in  the  cod  fifhery  at  New- 
tf  foundland ;  and  he  was  required  to  do  every  thing  in 
u  his  power  to  prevent  their  efcaping  him.  The  count 
"  added  further,  that  if  he  fhould  be  fo  fortunate  as  to- 
"  beat  the  Englifh  fleet,  which  was  expected  to  be  or 
"  have  been  at  Newfoundland,  then  it  was  the  king's 
"■  pleafure  that  he  fhould  range  che  eaftcrn  coaft  of  New- 
"  foundland,  and  take  or  burn  all  the  Englifh'  fhipping  he. 

*  could  meet  with.  But  de  Nefmond  departed  too  late* 
"  to  carry  fo  many  and  fo  great  defigns  into  execution. 
"  Befides,  meeting  with  contrary  winds,  he  had  above 
"  two  months  paffage,  not  arriving  at  Placentia  until  the. 

*  24th  of  July.    There,  he  heard  no  news  of  the  Englifh 

H  4  «  fiee^ 

*  By  tl^e  Maflachufets  forces. 
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J697.  H  fleet.  He  held  a  grand  council  of  war,  in  order  to 
f  determine  whether  immediately  to  proceed  to  Bolton 
*  or  not.  All  the  voices  were  in  the  negative,  and  for 
"  thefe  reafons;  there  was  no  aflurance  that  it  could  be 
"  a  prudent  meafure,  whilfl  they  were  wholly  ignorant 
"  of  the  fituation  and  circumftances  of  the  enemy  ;  more- 
"  over,  let  there  be  ever  fo  great  difpatch  in  giving  no- 
u  tice  to  Count  Frontenac,  the  Canada  forces  could  not 
"  be  at  Penobfcot  before  the  1  oth  of  September ;  and 
"  by  that  time  the  fleet  would  not  have  above  50  days 
"  provifions  left,  and  would  be  in  no  capacity  of  under- 
"  taking  any  thing." 

It  was  known  in  New-England,  that  a  formidable 
French  fleet  was  at  no  great  diftance,  and  the  approach 
of  it  was  every  day  expecled.  There  were  no  great 
hopes  of  an  Englifh  fleet  to  encounter  it.  The  inha- 
bitants were  in  great  confirmation.  The  lieut.  governor 
of  the  Maflachufets  made  the  belt  preparations  he  could. 
The  militia,  for  feveral  weeks,  were  held  in  readinefs  to 
march  to  the  fea  ports.  The  cattle  a^  Boflon  was,  then, 
but  an  inconfiderable  fortrefs.  Such  additions  were 
made,  as  the  time  would  admit  of;  and,  when  the  dan- 
ger was  over,  many  perfons  expreffed  themfelves,  in  the 
accounts  they  gave  of  it  to  their  friends,  as  if  they  had 
no  doubt  that  the  (hips  would  have  been  (lopped  from 
coming  up  to  the  town.  It  was  expected,  a  great  body 
of  French  and  Indians  from  Canada  would  fall  upon  the 
eaftern  frontiers,  when  the  French  fleet  was  upon  the 
fea  coaft ;  five  hundred  men  were  therefore  railed,  and 
lent  under  Major  March,  for  the  defence  of  that  part 
of  the  province. 

This  fchemepf  the  French,  in  all  probability,  faved 
the  lives  of  many  of  our  inhabitants.  The  greatefl 
parr  of  the  fummer,  the  ftrength  of  Canada,  which 
would  have  been  employed  for  our  annoyance,  was  kept 
in  a  flate  of  inaction,  waiting  for  orders  to  move ;  and 
until  September  we  were  quiet,  both  eafhvard  and  weft- 
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ward.     A  party  of  the  enemy  then  fell  upon  Lancafler  1697. 
and  killed  twenty  or  thirty  perfons,  Mr.  Whiting,  the 
minifter  of  the  town,  being,  one  of  them.f 

The 

f  Governor  Bradftreet  died  at  Salem  March  27th,  1697,  aged 
04  or  95.  We  have  had  frequent  occafion  to  mention  him, 
efpecially  in  the  firft  part  of  our  hiftory,  where  he  appears  in 
the  character  of  an  affiftant,  fecretary,  agent,  commiffioner  for 
the  united  colonies,  and  at  length  governor.  He  feems  to 
have  been  of  a  moderate  genius,  fuch  an  one  as  we  often  fee 
by  a  long  courfe  of  fteady  inoffenfive  conduct  rife  from  ftep  to 
ftep,  but  at  thofe  intervals  when  there  happens  to  be  none  more 
finning  or  enterprizing  to  obftrucT:  it.  He  was  the  youngeft  of 
all  the  affiftants  who  came  over  with  the  firft  charter,  but  had 
been  fenior  affiftant  many  years  before  he  attained  to  the  chair. 
At  length,  in  the  76th  year  of  his  age,  it  fell  to  his  lot.  It  is 
not  improbable  that  fome,  who  would  otherwife  have  been  his 
competitors,  acquiefced  in  his  advancement  from  the  fame 
confiderations  that  the  competitors  in  the  conclave  at  Rome 
have  often  acquiefced  in  the  choice  of  a  very  old  Cardinal  to  the 
Popedom.  When  King  Charles  demanded  a  furrender  of  the 
charter,  he  was  for  complying.  The  event  proved  it  to  be  eafier 
to  re-affume  after  a  forced  furrender  than  after  a  judgment 
againft  it.  The  King  had  promifed  lenity  upon  a  compliance, 
and  threatned  all  feverity  if  the  colony  forced  him  to  a  judgment 
againft  them.  This  influenced  Mr.  Bradftreet.  He  thought  it 
wifdom  to  lave  part  of  the  privileges  of  the  colony  rather  than 
lofe  the  whole.  Befides,  it  was  fubmitting  to  the  neceffity  of 
the  times,  fubmitting  to  a  power  they  could  not  refift.  Some 
faid  if  judgment  went  againft  them,  one  time  or  other  it  might 
be  reverted.  He  thought  that  Durejfe  per  minas  might  be 
pleaded  to  avoid  their  own  act,  if  ever  a  favourable  opportu- 
nity fhould  offer  for  it.  He  was  reproached  for  his  pusillani- 
mity. If  he  was  upright,  the  cenfure  of  the  oppofite  party 
fhould-not  tranfmit  reproach  topofterity.  The  moft  tenacious 
are  not  always  moft  virtuous  :  Men  will  fometimes,  purfuing 
popular  meafures,  run  rifques  in  public  affairs,  which  they 
would  not  think  prudent  in  their  private  concerns.  The  rea- 
fon  is  obvious.  Their  particular  ihare  in  the  public,  if  the 
event  (hould  prove  unfortunate,  has  not  equal  weight  upon 
their  minds  with  the  applaufe  which  they  are  fure  of,  fucceed 
or  not,  for  fortitude  and  heroifm.  Bad  men  in  this  way  can 
oftentimes  alfo  gratify  their  private  affections,  or  their  hatred 
and  dsfire  of  revenge,  at  the  public  expence. 
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The  next  year,  they  began  early,  and  in  February 
furprized  Andover,  about  25  miles  from  Boflon,  where* 
they  killed  feven  of  the  inhabitants  and  took  others  pri- 
soners, and  burned  many  houfes.  Among  the  flain  was 
Chubb,  the  captain  of  Pemaquid  fort,  who  lived  here 
with  his  family,  in  a  place  thought  to  be  not  expofed. 
His  death  afforded  as  much  joy  to  the  Indians  as  the  de- 
finition of  a  whole  town,  becaufe  they  had  taken  their 
beloved  vengeance  of  him  for  his  perfidy  and  barbarity 
to  their  countrymen.  It  is  not  probable,  that  they  had 
any  knowledge  of  the  place  of  his  abode,  but  they  fell 
upon  him  by  meer  accident.  Rapin,  the  Englifli  niffo- 
rian,  would  have  pronounced  fuch  an  event  the  imme- 
diate judgment  of  heaven;  Voltaire  that,  in  this  place 
of  fuppofed  fafety,  the  man  could  not  avoid  his  deftiny. 
Among  the  prifoners  was  CoLBradftreet  (who  abfeonded 
in  1692  to  fave  himfelf  from  a  profecution  for  witch- 
craft) and  all  his  family.  Fortunately  for  them,  the 
Indians  apprehended  they  were  purfued  by  a  fuperior 
force,  and  fled, 'leaving  their  prifoners  to  efcape.  Their 
terror  muft  have  been  great,  feeing  there  was  not  time 
to  knock  the  prifoners  in  the  head,  according  to  the 
ufual  practice  when  purfued.  The  enemy,  upon  their 
return  home,  made  fome  fpoil  upon  the  town  of  Ha- 
verhill. In  March,  another  party  came  upon  the  fame 
town,  burned  9  houfes,  and  killed  and  took  prifoners,  in 
the  whole,  about  40  perfons.  There  was  a  woman 
(Hannah  Durftan)a  heroine,  made  prifonerat  this  time; 
whofe  flory,  although  repeatedly  publifhed,  we  cannot 
well  omit.  She  had  lain  in  but  a  week,  when  the  Indians 
attacked  the  houfe.  Her  hufband,  with  7  of  his  children, 
made  their  efcape  ;  but  the  wife,  the  nurfe  and  the  young 
infant  were  feized.  The  Indians  foon  beat  out  the  in- 
fant's brains  againft  a  tree.  The  two  women  they  made  to 
travel  with  them  12  miles  the  firfl  night,  and  to  continue 
travelling  from  day  to  day  towards  an  Indian  town,"* 

the 

*  The  diftance  would  agree  well  enough  with  St.  Francis  or 
Be^ancour,  but  Charlevoix  lays,  this  Settlement  began  fix  Qg 
(even  years  later,  in  1704. 
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the  fettlement  of  which,  as  the  Indians  faid,  had  been  169$. 
begun  a    lictle   while  before,   about    250   miles   from 
Haverhill.     When  they  had   travelled  150  miles,  the 
Indians   told    the   women,    there   was  one    ceremony 
which  could  not  be  difpenfed  with   upon  their  arrival. 
They  mud  be   (tripped  and  run   the  gantlet  through 
the  village.     This   difcipline    has  been  fometimes  fo 
cruelly  adminiftred,   that  the  poor  captives  have  funk 
under  it.     The  women  had  been  afligned  as  fervants  to 
an  Indian  family,f  confiding  of  two  men,  three  women, 
and   feven  children,    befides  an  Englifh  boy,  who  had 
been  prifoner  a  year  and  an  half.     The  terror  of  the 
Indian  gantlet  feeras  to  have  infpired  Dunflan  with  re- 
folution,  and  (he  prevailed  upon  the  nurfe  and  the  Eng- 
lifh boy  to  join  with  her  in  the  definition  of  the  Indian 
family.     The  Indians  kept  no  watch.     The  boy   had 
been  with  them  fo  long,  as  to  be  confidered  as  one  of 
their  own  children.     From  women,  ordinarily,  attempts 
of  this  fort  are  not  to  be  expected.     In  the  morning, 
a  little  before  day,  Dunflan  arofe,  and,  finding  the  whole 
company  in  a  found  ileep,  calls  upon  her  confederates  to 
join  with  her,  and  with  the  Indian  hatchets,  they  filenced 
iuch  as  they  began  with,  and  yet  took  care  not  to  make 
fo  much  noife  as  to  awaken  the  reft  ;  and  in  this  manner 
they  difpatched  the  whole  family,  except  a  favorite  boy, 
whom  they  defignedly  left,  and  an  old  woman  they  fup.^ 
pofed  they  had  killed,,  but  who  jumped  up,  and  with  the 
boy  made  their  efcape.     They  took  off  the  fcalps  from 
ten,  to  bring  home  with  them.     Their  danger  was  great 
from  the  enemy  and  from  famine,  in  travelling  home 
above  an  hundred  miles,  through  thick  woods  and  acrofs 
mountains  and  rivers ;  but  they  arrived  fafe  with  their 
trophies.     They  received  a  reward  of  fifty  pounds  from 
the  general  court,  and   many  prefents  from  their  neigh- 
bours ;  and  Col.  Njcholfon  fent  them  a  valuable  prefent 

from 

f  It  was  the  pra&ice  of  the  Indians,  after  they  had  fell  upon  the 
Englifh  and  were  out  of  danger,  to  divide  into  fmall  parties  or 
fingle  families  and  difperfe  for  the  fake  of  more  advantageous 
fol$Up2  in.  U^elr  rstur^. 
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1698.  from  Maryland,*  the  fame  of  fo  uncommon  an  action 
having  foon  fpread  through  the  continent. 

The  lieutenant  governor,  Stoughton,  had  held  the 
reins  four  years,  and  had  kept  free  from  controverfy 
with  the  other  branches  of  the  legiflature.  The  de- 
fence of  the  province,  by  fea  and  land,  was  enough  to 
employ  the  attention  of  the  public.  Internal  difputes 
and  controverfies  in  ftates  are,  ordinarily,  moft  effectually 
avoided  or  fufpended  by  imminent  external  dangers. 
Befides,  Mr.  Stoughton  now  flood  fo  well  in  the  efleem 
of  the  people,  that  they  chofe  him,  at  every  election,  one 
of  the  council ;  although,  at  the  fame  time,  he  was  com- 
mander in  chief.  Before  the  year  expired,  a  new  gover- 
nor might  arrive,  in  which  cafe  he  would  take  his  place 
as  a  councellor.  Sheriffs,  in  England,  are  named  or  re- 
main in  commiflion  for  the  peace  during  their  Shrievalty, 
although  the  exercife  of  their  authority,  as  juftices,  is 
fufpended  for  fuch    time. 

The  earl  of  Bellamont  embarked  on  board  one  of 
his  Majefly's  fhips  early  in  the  fall.  The  merchant 
veffels,  which  failed  at  the  fame  time  for  Bolton,  all  ar- 
rived fafe  with  fhort  paffages ;  but  the  man  of  war  was 
blown  off  to  Barbados,  and  there  wintered,  not  arriving 
at  New- York  until  fometime  in  May.  Immediately  up- 
on the  advice  of  his  lordfhip's  arrival,  a  committee  was  fent 
with  congratulations  from  the  Maffachufets,  and,  during 
his  refidence  at  New-York,  he  was  frequently  confulted, 
and  all  matters  of  importance  were  communicated  to 
him,  and  his  advice  or  directions  were  generally  followed ; 
but  the  adminiflration  of  all  acts  of  government  were 
in  the  name  of  the  lieutenant  governor,  as  commander 
in  chief.  The  party  difputes,  which  ran  high  at  New- 
York,  and  detained  his  lordfhip  there  about  a  year,  do 
not  come  within  our  defign.  In  general,  we  may  ob- 
ferve,  that  he  countenanced  the  Leiflerians.  f     This, 

together 

*  Nicholfon  was  then  governor  of  Maryland. 

f  His  lordfhip  was  one  ot  the  committee  of  parliament  to  enquire 
into  the  trials  of  Leifler  and  Milbourne,  and  told  Sir  Henry 
Alhurft  thole,  men  were  murdered  and  barbaroufly  murdered. 
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together  with  the  intereft  which  had  been  made  for  Mr.  1698.. 
Dudley  in  England  in  oppofition  to  his  lordfhip,  fecms 
to  have  prejudiced  him  in  favor  of  all  Dudley's  enemies 
in  New-England.  Whilft  he  was  at  New- York,  he  kept 
a  con  (font  corrcfpondence  with  Mr.  Cooke,  one  of  the 
council  for  the  MafTachufets,  who  was  a  principal  man 
of  that  party  ;  and  feems  to  have  placed  more  confidence 
in  him  than  in  Mr.  Stoughton,  who  ever  remained,  in 
his  heart,  attached  to  the  Dudley  party. 

The  peace  of  Ryfwick  was  proclaimed  in  Bofton 
December  the  10th  1697.  The  war  with  the  Indians 
did  not  immediately  ceafe.  The  beginning  of  the 
next  year,  they  (hewed  themfelves  at  Kittery,  where 
they  killed  an  old  man;  and  at  the  fame  time  they 
carried  away  three  perfons  from  York.  In  July,  they 
appeared  upon  the  weft  era  frontier  and  took  three  or 
four  prifoners  at  Hatfield  :  But  the  French  no  longer 
daring  to  afford  them  afliftance,  they  fpent  the  reft  of 
the  year  in  contriving  a  peace.  Upon  intimations,  given 
by  the  Indians  to  any  of  the  forts  or  out  pofls  that 
they  are  difpofed  to  peace,  the  Englifh  are  very  ready 
to  embrace  the  offer.  The  principal  object  is  the  reco- 
very of  the  captives,  which  at  the  end  of  the  War  have 
generally  been  numerous.  In  October,  Major  Convers 
and  Captain  Alden  were  fent  to  Penobfcot  to  fettle  pre- 
liminaries;  one  of  which  was  to  be  the  releafe  of  all- 
prifoners,  but  no  more  could  be  obtained,  on  this  head, 
than  a  promife  to  return  all  fuch  as  defired  it ;  the  In- 
dians refufed  to  compel  any  who  inclined  to  remain  with 
them.  In  the  winter,  John  Phillips,  Efq;  of  the  council, 
with  Major  Convers,  and  Cyprian  Southack,  commander 
of  the  province  galley,  went  with  full  powers  to  conclude 
a  treaty.  The  Indians  are  not  very  nice  in  acknowledge 
ing  their  perfidy  in  fuch  terms  as  the  Englifh  prepare 
for  them,  and  make  fuch  fubmifTions  and  promifes  of 
future  fidelity  as  are  defired.  The  treaty  was  in  the  fame 
terms  with  that  in  1693.  Several  captives  were  re- 
ftored,  and  others  were  promifed  in  the  fp.ring  ;  but 

many 
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1698.  many  remained,  males  and  females,  who  mingled  witn 
Indians  and  contributed  to  a  fucceflion  of  favages  to  ex- 
ercife  cruelties  upon  the  Englifh  frontiers,  in  future  wars, 
and  perhaps  upon  fome  of  their  own  relarions. 

The  leaving  bounds  to  be  fettled  between  the  En- 
glifh and  French,  upon  the  continent,  by  commifTaries; 
and  the  ambiguous  terms  made  ufe  of  in  treaties  (per- 
haps artfully  introduced  by  the  French)  have  been  the 
caufes  of  new  difputes  between  the  two  crowns ;  and,  in 
one  inftance  at  leaft;  have  very  foori  brought  on  a  new 
war.*  The  peace  of  Ryfwick  was  fcarcely  proclaimed 
in  New-England,  when  the  inhabitants  were  made  fen- 
fible  of  the  defigns  of  the  French  to  make  themfekes 
fole  proprietors  of  the  fifhery,  and  to  reftrain  the  Englifh 
from  the  poffefTion  of  any  part  of  the  country  contained 
in  the  Maffachuiets  charter  to  the  eaftward  of  Kenne* 
beck.  It  was  underftood  by  the  Englifh  court,  that, 
by  the  treaty  of  Ryfwick,  all  the  country  weft  ward  of 
Saint  Croix  was  to  remain  to  the  Englifh,  as  being  within 
the  bounds  of  the  province  of  MafTachufets-Bay.  The 
French  court,  immediately  after  the  treaty,  afterted  an 
exclufive  right  to  the  fifhery  upon  the  fea-coafts  and  to 
all  the  inland  country,  -j-  A  French  man  of  war,  bound 
from  France  to  Port-royal,  met  one  ofourfifhing  veffels  off 
Gape  Sables,  fent  for  the  fkipper  to  come  on  board,  and 
caufed  to  be  tranflated  and  read  to  him  in  Englifh  an 
order  of  the  French  king  for  feizing  all  Englifh  veiTels 
found  fifhing  en  the  coafts,  and  told  him  to  give  notice 
of  this  order  to  all  other  veffels.  Yillebon,  governor  of 
St.  John's  river,  writes,  foon  after,  to  Mr.  Stoughton* 
that  he  had  orders,  from  the  French  king,  his  mafter,  to 
take  poffeffton  of  and  defend  the  whole  country  as  far 
as  Kennebeck.  J 

The 

*  After  the   treaty  of  Ai*  fa  Chapelle  in   1748. 

f  Acadie  has  been  ftretched  and   contracted  at  different  times, 

as  the  French  found  it  to  ferve  their  intereft. 
j  ««  I  am  exprefsly  ordered  by  hisMajefty,  to  maintain  the  bounds 

'J  bstweea  ^W'Enjfand  an<J  us*  which  are  from  the  head  of 

"  Xeancbecfc 
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IThe  Norridgewock  Indians,  this  year  alfo,  built  a  169& 
fcburch,  at  their  chief  fettlement  upon  Kennebeck  river, 
which  was  complained  of  by  the  Maffachufets  govern- 
ment as  a  French  encroachment;  but  I  know  not  fat 
what  reafon,  except  their  having  a  Frenchman  for  their 
prioft  can  be  thought  one. 

Representations  were  made  to  the  fninfftry, 
and  the  right  of  the  Englilh  to  the  eaftern  country,  as 
far  as  St.  Croix,  was  infifted  upon.  The  Lords  of  trade' 
write  thus  to  the  Earl  of  Bellamont.  "  As  to  the 
"  boundaries,  we  have  always  inlifted  and  fball  rnfift  up- 
"  on  the  Englifh  right  as  far  as  the  river  St.  Groix ;  but 
"  in  the  mean  while,  in  relation  to  the  encroachments  of 
"  the  French  and  their  building  a  church  on  Kennebeck 
"  river,  that  feems  to  us  a  very  proper  occafion  for  your 
"  Lordlhip's  urging  the  general  affembly  of  the  Mafia- 
"  chu fees- Bay  to  rebuild  the  fort  at  Pemaquid,  which  they 
-  ought  to  have  done  long  ago,  and  thereby  they  might 
"  have  prevented  this  and  many  other  inconveniencies."* 

The   French  perfided  in  their  moledations  of  the' 

Englifh  fifhermen,  and  there  feems  to  have  been  no  great 

concern  about  it  m  the  Engliih  miniflry  ;  other  greater' 

affairs,  in  difference  between   the  two  crowns,  engaged 

the  attention,  and  brought  on  a  new  War;  and  it  was 

well  they  did,  for  it  looks  very  probable,  that  this  dif- 

pute 

"  Kennebeck  river  unto  it's  mouth,  leaving  the  coiirfe  of  the 
04  river  free  onto  both  nations,  and  I  expeel  that  you  will  no" 
•'  longer  "cxmfkder  the  Indians  inhabiting  there  as  your  iubjects. 
*•  — I  am  informed,  that  you  have  divers  fifhermen.  on  our 
*'  coafts,  an<l  that  you  permit  your  people  to  trade  in  the 
M  French  ports.  You  may  well  expecl.  Sir,  that  I  (hall  feize 
H  all  the  Englift  who  lhall  be  found  fitting  or  trading  ;  for 
**  you  cannot  be  ignorant,  that  it  is  plainly  prohibited  by  the 
**  treaty  between  the  two  crowns,  which  you  yourfelf  fent  td 
"  me.  Motif,  de  Eonaventure,  commander  of  the  Fnvieux, 
"  has  alfo  fent  you-  fome  of  your  filning  veffels,  which  he  had 
"  taken,  and  acquainted  you,  that  if  they  returned,  either  fos 
"  fifhing  or  trading,  he  would  make  prize  of  them." 
Villekons  Utter  5  Sep.  1698, 
*  Q&ob.  jo.  1700. 
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1698.  pute  about  the  fifhery  would  not  have  made  a  breach, 
but  if  peace  had  continued,  the  French  would  have  ex- 
cluded the  Englifli,  and  this  valuable  branch,  once  loft* 
might  never  have  been  recovered. 

King  James,  always  under  the  influence  of  France* 
had  relinquifhed  his  right  to  Acadie  or  Nova  Scotia  ; 
and  altho'  his  governor  (Andros)  for  the  (hort  time  the 
King  remained  afterwards  upon  the  throne,  retained  the 
pofleflion  of  Pemaquid,  and  challenged  a  right  to  Sr. 
Croix;  and  although  the  friendfhip  between  the  two 
monarchs  might  prevent  any  feverity  upon  the  Englifh 
fiftiermen,  yet  the  French  infilled  upon  their  right  both 
to  the  country  and  coafts.  The  war,  upon  the  revolu- 
tion, fufpended  the  difpute  about  title.  At  the  treaty 
of  Ryfwick,  England  was  notdifpofed  to  urge  any  points 
which  would  retard  the  peace;  and  the  French  imme- 
diately after  renewed  the  fame  claim  they  had  made 
under  King  James* 

1699.  Lord  Bellamont  arrived  at  Bofton  from  New-York 
May  26th  1699.  A  nobleman  at  the  head  of  the  go- 
vernment, was  a  new  thing.  All  ranks  of  people  exerted 
themfelves  to  (hew  him  refpeel:,  and  the  appearance  was  fo 
pompous,  that  his  lordfhip  thought  it  gave  him  good 
reafon  to  expect  a  very  honorable  fupport  from  a  pro- 
vince fo  well  (locked  with  inhabitants,  and  in  a  (late  of 
fomuch  affluence*  He  took  every  method  to  ingratiate 
himfelf  with  the  people.  He  was  condefcending,  affable 
and  courteous  upon  all  occafions.  He  profeffed  to  be 
of  the  mod  moderate  principles,  in  religion  and  govern- 
ment ;  although  a  churchman,  yet  far  from  high  church, 
and  he  attended  the  weekly  leclure  at   Bofton  *  with 

great 
*  The  general  court  in  that  day  always  adjourned  to  attend  the 
ledture.  An  anecdote  or  two*  or  what  the  French  call  perfona- 
litezy  will  give  us  an  idea  of  fome  parts  of  his  lordftiip's  cha- 
racter. The  precifepart  of  the  country,  however  treated  with 
refpeel:  in  public,  were  not  mod  agreable  for  private  company 
and  mors  intimate  acquainunce,     Among  the  more  liberal 

Was 
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great  reverence,  and  profeffed  great  regard  and  efteemfor  1699. 
the  preachers.  He  avoided  all  unneceffary  contefts  with 
private  perfons,  or  with  either  branch  of  the  legiflaturei 
His  inclination  led  him  to  Mr.  Dudley's  enemies,  but 
he  did  not  neglect  thofe  who  were  friendly  and  attached 
to  him.  There  was  perfect  harmony  in  the  general 
court  whilfl  he  prefided.  There  was  fomething  fingu- 
lar  and  unparliamentary  in  his  form  of  proceeding  in 
council;  for  he  confidered  himfelf  as  at  the  head  of  the 
board  in  their  legiflative,  as  well  as  executive  capacity. 
He  concerned  himfelf  in  all  their  debates  ;f  propofed  all 
bufinefs;  and  frequently  recommended  to  them  to  refolve 
into  a  committee  upon  bills  or  claufes  in  bills,  and  then, 
as  the  entries  fland,  he  left  the  chair,  and  the  committee 
(being  ready  to  report)  reaflumed ;  nor  did  he  think  it 
proper  they  (hould  act  as  a  houfe  of  parliament  in  his 
abfence ;  but  when  detained  at  home;  by  meffages  from 
time  to  time,  directed  their  going  into  a  committee  and 
preparing  bufmefs  againft  fuch  time  as  he  fliould  be 
able  to  attend.  This  was  guiding  them  in  all  their 
debates  and  refolves,  as  far  as  his  influence  would  extend, 
which  was  not  a  little  way ;  and  yet  afterwards,  as  & 
Vol.  II;  I  feperate 

was  one  Sullivan  t,  an  apothecary,  who  had  been  a  juflice  c'f 
peace  under  Andros.  Lord  Beilamont,  going  from  the  lecture 
to  his  houfe,  with  a  great  crowd  round  him,  paffe4  by  Bulli- 
vant  (landing  at  his  (hop  door  loitering,  '*  Doclor"  fays  his 
lordfhip  with  an  audible  voice,  (( you  have  loft  a  precious  fermon 
tp  day."  Buliivan.t  whifpered  to  one  of  his  companions  who 
i\ood  by  him,  "  If  I  could  have  got  as  much  by  being  there  at 
his  lordjhip  ivill,  I  would  have  been  there  too. 
A  fpeech  of  his  to  his  lady,  when  his  table  was  rilled  with  repre- 
fentatives  from  the  country  towns,  is  yet  remembred  : — Dame, 
<we  fliould  treat  tkefe  gentlemen  well,   they  give  us  our  bread. 

f  Henry  IV.  fa"t  iri  the  Houfe  of;  Lords  in  De  la  Pole's  cafe  ;  but 
the  Lords  protefted   againft  the  King's  interpofmg  in  their 

rights  and  privileges. In    the  reign    of  his  predeceffor 

Richard  2d,  the  houfcs  of  parliament  had  refolved  that  the 
King  has  the  appointing  what  matters  fhall  be  firft  handled  ?n 
parliament  and,  after  that,  what  next,  and  fo  on  to  the  *n«l  &$ 
(he  fefHaa. 


ii4  The    HISTORY    of 

699    feperate  branch,  he  had  his  negative  upon  all  their  pro- 
ceedings which  were  not  according  to  his  mind.     This 
irregularity  does  not  feem  to  be  the  meer  effect:  of  his 
lordfhip's  authority    and    influence  over   the   council. 
The  constitution  under  the  new  charter  was  not  fettled. 
They  came  off  by  degrees  from  their  practice  under  the 
old  charter.     The  governor,  created  by  the  people, 
ufed,  then,  to  vote  with  the  affiftants ;  and  although  he 
had  no  negative,  yet  he  had  a  carting  voice. *      Lord 
Bellamont  finding  this  to  have  been  the  practice,  and 
confidering   how  much  it  increafed  his  (hare  in  all  acts 
of*  government,  might  be  difpofed  to  retain   it.     Ex- 
perience taught,  what  was  not  at    firfl  conceived,  the 
great  difference  between  the  privilege  of  propofmg  or 
originating   and   that  of  rejecting.     In  fome  fucceeding 
adminiltrations,  it  has  given  caufe  of  exception  and  com- 
plaint when  the  governor  has  interefted  himfelf  in   the 
debates  of  the  council,  to  influence  their  determinations 
and  abridge  them  of  that  freedom,  to  which  they  are 
equally  intitled  with  the  other  branches  of  the  legiflature. 
He  was  the  firfl  governor  who  imitated  the  lord  lieute- 
nant of  Ireland,  in  formal  fpeeches,  as  the  king's  reprefen- 
tative,  to  the  two  houfes  of  parliament;  copies  of  which 
were  delivered  to  the  fpeaker  and   afterwards  printed. 
Extracts,  from  one  or  two,   fhew  they  were  calculated 
ad  captandum.     The  .unfavorable  fentiments   of    the 
inhabitants,   in  general,  of  the  reign  of   the  Stuarts, 
were  well  known  to  him  j  no   fubject   could  be    more 
engaging  than  a  cenfure  upon  that  family.     He   con- 
cludes his  firft  fpeech,     which  is   a  very  long  one,  in 
this  manner.     "  I  fhould  be  wanting  to  you  and  myfelf 
"  too,  if  I  did  not  put  you  in  mind  of  the  indifpenfable 
"  duty  and  refpect  we  owe  the  king,  for  being  the  glo- 
*  rious  inftrument  of  our  deliverance  from  the  odious 
u  fetters  and  chains  of  popery  and  tyranny  ;  which  has 

*  almoft 

■*  While  Mr.  Stoughton  was  commander  in  chief,  he  had  always 
been  chofen  of  the  council  ;  it  can  fcarcely  be  fuppofed  that  he 
gave  his  voice  as  one  of  the  council,  in  legiilative  matters, 
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"  almoft  overwhelmed  our  confciences  and  fubverted  all  1697. 
"  our  civil  rights.  There  is  fomething  that  is  godlike 
"  in  what  the  king  hath  done  for  us.  The  works  of 
"  redemption  and  prefervation  come  next  to  that  of  ere- 
c<  ation.  I  would  not  be  mifunderftood,  fo,  as  to  be 
"  thought  to  rob  God  of  the  glory  of  that  ftupendous 
"  act  of  his  providence,  in  bringing  to  pafs  the  late  hap- 
«'  py  and  wonderful  revolution  in  England.  His  blefTed 
*  work  it  was,  without  doubt,  and  he  was  pleafed  to 
"  make  king  William,  immediately,  the  author  and  in- 
"  ft  rumen  t  of  it.  Ever  fince  the  year  1602,  England 
"  has  had  a  fucceflion  of  kings,  who  have  been  aliens  in 
"'this  refpect,  that  they  have  not  fought  our  battles  nor 
"  been  in  our  interefts,  but  have  been,  in  an  unnatural 
"  manner,  plotting  and  contriving  to  undermine  and  fub- 
"  vert  our  religion,  laws  and  liberties,  till  God  was  pleafed, 
"  by  his  infinite  powTer  and  mercy  and  goodriefs,to  give  us 
"  a  true  Englifh  king,  in  the  perfon  of  his  prefent  majefty, 
"  who  has,  upon  all  occafions,  hazarded  his  royal  perfon  in 
"  the  fronts  of -our  battles  and  where  there  was  moft  dan- 
"  ger ;  he  has  reftcred  to  our  nation  the  almofl  loft  cha- 
"  racier  of  bravery  and  valor  ;  and,  what  is  mod  valuable 
"  of  all,  hismajefty  is  entirely  in  the  intereft  of  his  people. 
"  It  is  therefore  our  duty  and  intereft  to  pray  to  God* 
"  in  the  moft  fervent  manner,  that  he  wTould  blefs  our 
"  great  king  William  with  a  Jong  and  profperous  reign 
"  over  us,  to  which  I  am  perfwaded,  you  that  are  pre- 
"  fent  and  all  good  people  will  heartily  fay  amen/' 

Hrs  laft  fpeech  had  expreftions,  ftrong  enough,  upon 
the  fame  ftrain.  "  The  parsing  with  Canada  to  the 
"  French  and  the  eaftern  country  called  Acadia  or  Nova 
rt  Scotia,  with  the  noble  fifhery  on  that  coaft,  were  moft 
"  execrable  treacheries  to  England,  and  intended,  without 
"  doubt,  to  ferve  the  ends  of  popery.  It  is  too  well 
"  known,  what  intereft  that  King  favoured,  who  parted 
w  with  Nova  Scotia,  and  of  what  religion  he  died." 

By  avoiding  offence  to  particular  perfons,  and  by  a 
general  conformity  to  the  call  or  prevailing  difpofition 

I  2  oi 
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S699.  of  the  people,  his  Lordfhip  obtained  a  larger  fum,  as  & 
falary  and  gratuity,  not  only  than  any  of  his  predeceffors, 
but  alfo  than  any  who  fucceded  him,  when  the  inhabi- 
tants were  more  numerous  and  more  opulent,  and  mo- 
ney, compared  with  the  neceffaries  of  life,  had  become 
lefs  valuable;  for  he  remained  but  14  months  in  the* 
province,  and  the  grants  made  by  the  general  court 
amounted  to  £.  2500  lawful  money,  or  ^.  1*875  fterling* 
His  time  was  much  taken  up  in  fecuring  the  pirates 
and  their  effects,  which,  we  have  obferved,  was  a  great 
inducement  with  the  king  to  fend  him  to  America. 
Before  his  arrival  in  Bolton,  feveral  fufpe£ted  perfons 
had  been  feized.  After  30  or  40  years  indulgence, 
there  fucceeded  a  general  abhorrence  of  bucaneering ; 
and  the  bucaneers,  or  freebooters,  were  hunted  from  one 
colony  to  another.  A  large  fum  of  money  Was  feized 
in  the  poffeflion  of  one  Smith,  part  of  it  ioreign  coins 
and  the  impreffions  unintelligible  -r  and  he  was  brought 
upon  trial,  but  the  evidence  produced  being  infufficient 
to  fatisfy  the  jury,  he  was  acquitted. 

About  the  fame  time,  one  Bradifh  was  apprehended. 
He  had  been  boatfwain's  mate  of  a  (hip  fitted  out  by 
merchants  and  tradefmen  of  London  to  India,  in  the  in- 
terloping trade.  The  crew  turned  pirates ;  and,  hav- 
ing left  the  matter  afhore  at  Polonais,  gave  the. command 
to  Bradifh.  They  came  to  America,  and  lodged  large 
fums  of  money  and  goods  with  perfons  upon  Long  Ifland 
and  other  places  within  and  near  to  the  government  of 
New- York,  and  then  difperfed  ;  fome  to  Connecticut, 
others  to  MafTachufets  bay,  where  Bradifh  was  taken 
and  others  of  his  crew  and  fent  to  England.  The  vigi- 
lance, ufed  in  purfuing  and  apprehending  them,  appears 
from  the  account  Mr.  Stoughton  tranfmitted  to  the 
fecretary  of  ftate."*     But  Kidd  was  his  lordfhip's  chief 

object. 
*  "  I  have  further  to  obferve  unto  your  honor  that,  about  the 
19th  of  March  lad  pad,  there  arrived  at  the  eaft  end  of  Long 
Ifland,  in  the  province  of  New  York,  the  fliip  or  hack-boat  nam- 
ed the  Adventure,  of  London,  burthen  about 3 50 tons,  mounted 

ytith 


MASSACHUSETS-BAY.         117 

©bjecTt.     His  own  reputation  and  that  of  feveral  of  his  1699. 
friends  depended  upon  his  feizure,  being  the  only  effec- 
tual way  of  removing  the  jealoufies  and  unjuft  furmifes, 

1  3  not 

with  22  guns,  Thomas  Gullock  late  commander  ;    which  fhip 
failed  from  Gravefend  the  16th  day  of  March  1697-8,  bound  tp 
J    the  Ifland  of  Borneo  in  India,  upon  an  interloping  trade  ;  being 
fet  forth  by  Capt.  Henry  Tate  and  Capt.  Hammond,  who  kept 
a  brewhoufe  in  Thames- ftreet,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Shephard  and 
the  Heathcoats,  merchants  in  London.     Having  proceeded  fo 
far  onward  of  the  voyage  as  Polonais,   they  there  flopped  to 
water  ;  and  the  faid  commander,  with  feveral  of  the  officers, 
mariners  and   fome  paffengers  being  on  fhore  upon   the  faid 
Ifland,  and  the  Boatfwain  gone  on  board  with  water,  the  reft 
of  the  (hip's  company  combined  and  confpired  together  to  leave 
the  faid  commander  and  others  with  him  on  fhore  upon  the 
faid  Ifland,  and  to  run  away  with  the  fhip  and  lading  ;  which 
they  accordingly  put  in  execution,  on  the  17th  day  oBeptember 
laft  paft,  cut  the  cables  and  brought  the  fhip  to  fail,  offering 
the  yawl  to  fome  of  the  company  that  refufed  to  join  with  them 
fn  the  faid  piracy,  to  tranfport  them  to  the  fhore  ;  which  they 
accepted  of  and  feveral  went  off  in  her  to  the  faid  Ifland  ;  the 
?qrgeon's  mate  and  two  other  youths  they  forced  to  flay  in  the 
fhip  :   The  chief  mate  alfo,  with  the  boatfwain  and  armourer, 
not  confenting,  unto  the  faid    villainous  act,  but  unwilling  to 
go  afhore  at  the  aforefaid  Ifland,  they  gave  the  long  boat  unto 
them  with  neceffary  provifions,  &c.  three  days  after,  being  then 
about  20  leagues  from  the  land  ;  in  which  they  went  off  from 
the  fhip,  the  remainder  of  the  company  on  board,  being  five  or 
fix  and  twenty  in  number,  made  choice  of  one  Jofeph  Bradifh, 
the  boatfwain's  mate,  to  be  their  commander,  whom  they  pre,- 
ferred  for  his  fkill  in  navigation,  and  directed  their  courfe  for 
Mauritius,  where  they  fitted  the  fhip,  took  in  fome  frefh  provi- 
fions and  two  young  gentlemen  named  Charles  Seymour  and 
John  Power,  who  being  on  a  voyage  for  India,  in  a  fhip  under 
the  command  of  one  Capt.  Pye,  were  unhappily  left  behind  on 
the  faid  Ifland  ;  and  from  Mauritius  they  came  about  cape  bon 
efperance  and  in  fome  fhort  time  after  made  a  fharing  of  the 
money  on  board,  which  was  contained  in  nine  chefts,  flowed  in 
the  bread  room,   and  fet  forth  three  or  four  and  twenty  fingle 
fhares,  befides  the  Captain's  which  was  two  fhares  and  a  half. 
In  weighing  out  the  money,  fome  received  1500  others  1600 

'  dollars  for  a   fingle  fliare.     They  afterwards  made  a  fecond 
fharing  of  broad  cloths,  ferges,  fluffs  and  other  goods  on  board. 

•   f  hey  flopped  at  the  Ifland  of  Afcenfiou,  took  fome  turtle  and 

frqft 
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1699.  not  only  againft  feveral  of  the  miniftry,  but  even  againit 
the  king  himfelf.  In  order  to  fupprefs  the  piracies 
committed  by  Englifh  fubje&s  in  India,  &c.  it  was 
thought  proper  to  fit  out  a  {hip  for  that  fpecial  purpofe. 

Lord 

frefh  provifions  there,  and  thence  directed  their  conrfe  for  this 
continent  and  arrived  as  aforefaid  at  Long  Ifland,  where  the 
faid  Capt.  Bradifh  went  on  fhore,  carried  the  moft  of  his  money 
and  fome  rings  and  jewels  with  him  ;  committed  them  to  the 
care  of  a  gentleman  on  laid  Ifland  ;  fent  a  pilot  on  board  to  re- 
move the  (hip  and  bring  her  to  an  Ifland  called  Gardner's  liland  ; 
but  the  w^ind  not  favouring  them,  ran  over  to  Block  ifland  with- 
in Rhode- Ifland  government  ;  from  whence  they  fent  two  of 
the  company  to  faid  Rhode- If]and  to  buy  a  floop,  but  the  go- 
vernment there,  having  notice  that  a  (hip  was  hovering  about 
thofe  parts,  fufpecled  to  be  a  pirate,  feized  on  the  faid  two  men 
and  detained  them  ;  the  intelligence  whereof  being  carried  to 
the  lhip,  and  fome  floops  being  defcried  coming  from  faid  Ifland 
towards  the  fhip,  the  company,  fearing  that  they  were  manned 
out  from  thence  to  feize  them,  forthwith  came  to  fail  and  flood 
off  to  fea  ward  ;  the  floops  following,  came  up  with  them,  and 
being  informed  what  the  floops  were,  permitted  them  to  come 
on  board  and  bought  one  of  the  floops  and  hired  another  to 
tranfport  them  and  their  money,  allowing  the  floops  men  to 
take  what  they  pleafed  out  of  the  fhip  and  gat  on  fhore  fome 
in  one  place  and  fome  in  another  ;  landing  at  farm  houfes, 
•where  they  provided  themfelves  with  horfes,  and  fcattered  in- 
to divers  parts  of  the  country  ;  the  captain,  and  fome  others 
"with  him,  coming  into  this  province  ;  upon  the  firft  intelli- 
gence whereof,  a  proclamation  was  iflued  and  hue  and  crjes 
lent  through  the  province  and  into  the  neighbouring  govern- 
ments to  purfue  and  feize  all  fuch  of  them  as  could  be  found, 
with  their  treafure.  The  captain,  with  ten  more  of  the  com- 
pany, are  apprehended  and  in  cuftody  here  in  order  to  a  trial  ; 
who  upon  examination  feverally  confefTed  the  particulars  be- 
fore recited  ;  and  a  confiderable  quantity  of  money,  to  the 
value  of  near  three  thoufand  pounds,  with  feveral  goods  and 
merchandizes  taken  out  of  the  faid  fhip  are  feized.  Seven  or 
eight  more  are  apprehended  within  Connecticut  government, 
and  purfuit  is  making  after  the  reft.  The  juftices  of  the  peace 
and  other  oftlcers,  in  their  refpe£tive  ftations,  have  been  very 
vigorous  in  the  proiecution  of  thefe  villains,  and  the  people  in 
general  have  ju ft  refentment  and  abhorrence  of  fuch  vile  anions, 
and  the  government  here  will  be  very  zealous  in  the  diicoun- 
|enancing  and  punifiiing  all  fuch  criminals." 

.:  ■,         .-'."■  ///.-/  fjs  s,lr.  Sscr'j  Vernon,  Ap*  12.  \6f%: 
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LordRumney,  Sommers  and  others,  became  adventurers,  1699. 
to  the  amount  of  fix  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  and  a 
grant  was  made  to  them  of  all  captures,  faving  one  tenth 
only  refer ved  to  the  king.  Lord  Bellamont  feems  to 
have  had  the  principal  direction.  Upon  enquiry  for  a 
proper  commander,  Mr.  Livingftone,  a  principal  inhabi- 
tant of  New- York  being  then  in  London,  recommended 
Kidd'who  had  failed  out  of  New- York,  and  having  a 
family  there,  no  queftion  was  made  of  his  attachment 
to  it,  and  there  was  no  fufpicion  of  his  ever  turning 
pirate  himfelf.  From  London  he  went  firfl  to  New- 
York,  where  he  broke  through  the  in  ft  ructions-he  had 
received,  {hipping  his  men  upon  new  terms ;  and  when 
he  arrived  in  India,  not  only  connived  at  and  fuffered  to 
continue,  a  known  pirate  veffel,  but  committed  divers 
alarming  acts  of  piracy  himfelf,  to  the  endangering  the 
amity  fubfifling  between  the  Eaft  India  company  and  the 
princes  in  that  part  of  the  world.  The  lead  faid,  by 
the  enemies  of  the  adminiftration,  was  that,  from  a 
greedy  defire  of  gain,  an  ill-judged  meafure  had  been  en- 
gaged in,  which  would  be  attended  with  very  mifchievous 
confequences,  and  the  malice  of  fome  infinuated  a  crimi- 
nal intention  in  the  undertaking. 

Where  Kidd  would  feek  an  afylum  was  uncertain. 
Strangely  infatuated,  he  came  from  Madagafcar  to  Bofton, 
and  made  a  bold  open  appearance  there,  July  the  firit 
this  year,  and  fome  of  his  crew  with  him.  On  the 
third,  he  was  fent  for  by  the  governor  and  examined  be- 
fore the  council.  What  account  he  could  give  of  him- 
felf does  not  now  appear,  but  he  was  not  immediately 
committed,  and  only  ordered  to  draw  up  a  narrative  of  his 
proceedings ;  which  neglecting  to  do  in  the  time  affigned 
him,  on  thefixth  he  was  apprehended  and  committed  to 
prifon.  Being  a  very  refolute  fellow,  when  the  officer 
arrefted  him  in  his  lodgings,  he  attempted  to  draw  his 
fword,  but   a   young  gentleman,*  who  accompanied  the 

I  4  *  officer, 

*  Mr.  Thomas  Hutchinfon,  afterwards,  for  many  years   one  of 
th,e  council. 
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1^99.  officer,  laying  hold  of  his  arm  prevented  him,  and  he 
fubmitted.  Several  of  his  men  were  fecured  at  the  fame 
time,  and  advice  having  been  fent  to  England,  it  was 
thought  an  affair  of  fo  much  importance,  that  a  man  of 
war  was  fent  to  carry  them  there  ;  where  Kidd,  Bradifh 
and  divers  others  were  condemned  and  executed.  The 
party  writers  in  England  pretended,  that  after  Kidd's  ar- 
rival he  had  aflurance  from  fome  anti-ccurtiers,  who 
examined  him  in  prifon,  that  his  life  mould  be  fpared 
if  he  would  acenfe  his  employers,  but  that  he  was  no; 
bad  enough  to  comply  with  fuch  a  propofal. 

Lord  Bellamont  held  two  feffions  of  the  general  court 
this  year ;  the  firft,  the  anniverfary  for  the  election  of 
councilors,  the  latter  the  31ft  of  March  following,  oc* 
cafioned  by  a  general  rumor  through  the  colonies,  that 
the  Indians  (from  all  quarters,  not  only  thofe  upon  the 
frontiers,  but  thofe  who  were  fcattered  through  the 
towns  in  the  feveral  colonies)  had  united  and  agreed,  at 
an  appointed  time,  tp  fall  upon  the  Englilh.  in  order  to 
a  total  extirpation.  The  Indians  were  no  lefs  alarmed 
with  a  report,  that  the  king  had  withdrawn  his  protec- 
tion from  them,  and  ordered  his  fubjecls  to  unite  in 
their  definition.  Thefe  reports  were  fuppofed  to  have 
been  raifed  by  evil  minded  perfons  among  the  Englifli 
pr  Dutch  ;  but  it  is  more  probable,  the  Indians  of  the 
(ix  nations,"*  to  obtain  the  prefents  which  accompanied 
all  treaties   between  the  Englifli  and  them,  were  the 

contrivers 

*  I  remember  that  when  the  c'ommidionrs  from  feveral  govern- 
ments were  at  Albany,  upon  treaty  with  the  Indians  ci  the  fix 
nations,  in  the  year  1745,  Hendrick,  the  Indian  chief  (who' 
afterwards  loft  his  life  fighting  under  the  Englifh  when  baron 
Diefkau  was  defeated)  had  contrived,  a  little  while  before  the* 
treaty,  to  fpread  a  rumor,  among  his  countrymen,  that  the 
Englilh  had  iai^  a  plan  for  their  deftruflion  ;  and  that  arms, 
ammunition,  &c.  were  provided  and  fent  to  the  frontiers,  in 
order  to  make  a  flxoke  upon  them,  when  they  leaf*:  expected  it. 
The  comrniffioners  were  surprized  at  the  general  difcontent 
discovered  by  the  Indians,  their  >>equent  aiTembling  and  their 
b ickwardnsfs  in  conferring  with  the  Englilh  ;  and  having 
:...■.         .'■:::;.r.  q£  the  rancor .  th?y  refolyed  tQ  fearch  to  the 

bQttOSU 
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contrivers  anJ  managers  of  the  whole  affair.  Such  was  169* 
the  confirmation  in  the  Maflachufets,  that  feveral  a&s 
patted  the  general  court  for  levying  foldiet  s ;  for  punifh- 
ing  mutiny  and  defertion;  for  holding  all  the  militia  in 
readinefs  to  march ;  and  for  enabling  the  governor  to 
march  them  out  of  the  province,  which,  by  charter,  he 
was  reftrained  from  without  an  a&  of  aflembly.  As  it 
happened,  there  was  no  occafion  for  carrying  thefe  laws 
into  execution  ;  the  general  terror  fubfiding  foon  after. 

Soon  after  the  fefTion  of  the  general  court  in  May  I70a 
1700,  Lqrd  Bellamont  took  his  leave  of  the  MafTachu- 
fets  and  went  to  New- York,  where  he  died  the  5  th  of 
March  following,  Mr.  Stoughton  took  the  chair  again, 
with  relu&ance.  His  advanced  age  and  declining  ftate 
of  health  made  him  fond  of  eafe  and  retirement. 

As  foon  as  the  news  of  the  governor's  death  reached  1701* 
England,  Mr.  Dudley  renewed  his  follicitations,  with 
frefh  vigor,  for  a  poll  which  he  never  loft  fight  of.  By 
the  intereft  of  Lord  Cutts,  and  the  condefcention  of 
Lord  Weymouth,  whofe  fon  in  law  was  a  competitor, 
he  was  chofen  member  for  Newtown  in  Southampton 
county  in  King  William's  laft  parliament.  This,  with 
the  place  of  lieut.  governor  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  was  to 
be  preferred  to  all  he  could  expect  in  New-England  if 
it  had  not  been  his  native  country  ;  but  he  had  a  paflion 
for  laying  his  bones  there,  which  equalled  that  of  the 
antient  Athenians,  and  which  he  could  not  help  men- 
tioning to  every  New-England  man  who  paid  him  a 
vilit ;  as  many  frequently  would  do,  from  Portsmouth, 
where  they  were  often  detained  for  convoy. 

When 

bottom  of  It.  Hendrick,  finding  himfelf  in  danger  of  being 
difcovered,  and  fearing  the  refentment  of  his  own  countrymen, 
came  to  the  commiffioners  privately,  and  defired  they  would 
f&ake  no  further  enquiry  ;  he  would  undertake  to  quiet  the 
Indians  and  remove  their  fears.  The  commiffioners  confider- 
ed  him  as  a  neceffary  man,  who  had  been  very  ufeful  in  bring- 
ing his  countrymen  to  agree  to  meafures  propofed  by  the  Eng- 
lifh,  and  that  it  was  good  policy  not  to  expofe  him,  and  left  it 
to  him  to  convince  the  reft,  that  their  fufpicions  were  ground- 
kis4  which  hesife&ed  in  a  very  ihort  time. 
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When  Sir  Richard  Onflow  and   Mr.  Harley  f  were 
competitors  for  the  fpeaker's  place,   his  inclination  led 
him  to  the  latter,  from  whom  he  had   received  favors ; 
but  his  favorite  object,  which  he  was  then  purfuing, 
obliged  him  to  comply  wkh  the  court  and  vote  for  the 
former.      He  made  ufe  of  the  diffenting  interefl  in 
England  to  obtain  his  commiffion  and  to  recommend  him 
to  his  countrymen  upon  his  arrival.  J     There  was  an- 
other 
f  We  have  a  tradition  that  Mr.  Harley  had  fome  New-England 
blood  in  him,  his  mother  being  a  grand  daughter  of  SirRichard 
Saftonftall.     A  letter  from  her  to   one  of  her  fitters  in  New- 
England  is  faid  to  have  been  preferved  many  years  after  his 
death  for  the  fake  of  this   paflage  in  it.    "  I  am  now  going  to 
carry  Bob  up  to  the  inns  of  court  to  make  a  man  of  him." 

J  "  Revd  Sirs,  London  13  Aug.  1701. 

The  juft  and  great  concern  we  have  for  the  welfare  of 
NewEngland  has,upon  all  occafions,  engaged  us  to  improve  that 
little  intereft  we  have  or  can  make  at  court,  in  the  appointment 
of  your  governor  from  time  to  time,  that  he  may  be  fuch  aone 
as  may  feek  your  good,  and  under  whom  you  may  be  fecure 
and  encouraged  in  your  holy  religion,  and  alfo  in  your  civil 
rights  and  privileges ;  and  fuch  a  one  we  hope  and  have  a  great 
deal  of  reafon  to  believe  is  Col.  Dudley,  whom  the  king  was 
pieafed  upon  his  departure  to  appoint  your  governor,  and  we 
crave  leave  to  acquaint  you  that  we  were  very  well  pieafed  in 
his  Majefty's  nomination  upon  many  accounts,  our  own  per- 
gonal knowledge  of  his  character  to  be  a  man  of  learning,  pru- 
dence and  fobriety,  and  of  good  acceptance  with  the  prefent 
government  of  England  for  his  faithful  fervice  in  the  Ifle  of 
"Wight,  and  that  his  family,  eftate  and  intereft  is  in  your  coun- 
try. Upon  the  whole,  we  judge  it  an  efpecial  act  of  the  king's 
favour  towards'you,  that  he,  among  fo  many  others  that  always 
offer  upon  fuch  accounts,  mould  be  determined  for  you.  We 
hope  and  believe  it  is  the  efpecial  providence  of  God,  and  fhall 
heartily  pray  that  you  may  foon  fee  him  and  have  the  benefit  of 
his  good  conduct  and  care  for  you,  and  do  not  doubt  but  you  will 
joyfully  receive  him  and  affift  him  with  your  prayers  and  advice. 
At  all  times  we  are,         Revd  Sirs,     Your  mod  affectionate  and 

humble  fervants, 
John  Quick  Richd  Stretton 

Robert  Billio  Tho.  Powell,  mini- 

Jofiah  Chorley  Norwich  Fr.  Glafcocke  fter  of  the  gofpel, 

John  Long  Jeremiah  White     Matt.  Sylvefter." 

Letter  from  dijfenting  miniflers  in  England 
to  the  miniflers  of  Majjackufets-bay, 
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Other  difficulty  {till  remaining,  the  king  was  not  willing  1701, 
to  appoint  a  governor  who  he  knew  had  been  very  ob- 
noxious to  the  people.  A  petition  was  therefore  pro- 
cured, from  fuch  perfons  belonging  to  the  Maffachufets 
bay  as  were  then  in  London,  and  from  the  principal 
New-England  merchants,  praying  that  Mr.  Dudley 
might  be  appointed  governor.  He  had  alfo  the  addrefs 
to  reconcile  himfelf  to  Mr.  Mather  the  younger,  and  to 
obtain  from  him  a  letter  favoring  his  caufe,  which  he 
made  known  to  the  king,  and  which  removed  his  ob- 
jection j*  and  although  Lord  Cornbury,  a  near  relation 

of 
*  "  I  have  been  fo  hurried  in  parliament,  and  indifpofed  by  my 
late  attending  committees,  that  I  could  not  find  leifure  to  write 
to  you  ;  or  rather,  I  was  fo  out  of  humour  with  my  ill  ufage 
here  and  in  New- England,  for  my  faithful  12  years  fervice, 
that  I  had  no  heart  to  write.  I  fee,  he  that  is  faithful  to  his 
religion  and  his  country  muft  expect  his  reward  above.  Before 
the  king  died,  I  had  another  hearing  before  the  council  and  the 
king.  Mr.  Dudley  and  Mr.  Phips  on  the  one  fide,  and  I  alone 
on  the  other.  Mr.  Dudley  produced  Mr.  Cotton  Mather's  let- 
ter, and  read  it  to  the  king  ;  and  Mr.  Phips  and  he  averred, 
that  there  was  not  one  minifter  nor  one  of  the  affembly  but 
were  impatient  for  his  coming.  1  wifh  you  very  happy  under 
his  government.  As  to  my  Lord  Cornbury,  he  was  bred  at 
Geneva,  and  would  no  more  have  attempted  upon  your  religious 
intereft  than  I  would.  I  could  not  believe  that  my  Lord  Wey- 
mouth mould  hinder  his  own  fon  in  law  from  being  chofeiv 
parliament  man,  that  Mr.  Dudley,  when  I  oppofed  him,  might 
get  in,  and  that  Mr.  Blaithwait  and  the  bifhop  of  St.  Afaph, 
ihould  fo  earneftly  be  for  Dudley's  going,  and  that  on  purpofe 
to  ferve  the  intereft  of  youF  churches.  Mr.  Stretton  gat  all  the 
Non-cons  to  fubfcribe  that  letter.  Poor  Mr.  Glafcock  wept  to 
Mr.  Howe  for  figning  it.  Whatever  you  pleafe  to  fay  or  think 
of  me,  I  have  the  teftiraony  of  my  confcience,  that  in  the  in- 
tegrity of  my  heart,  in  the  fight  of  God,  1  have  ferved  New- 
England  with  all  my  might." 

Sir  H.  rijhurjl  to  I.  M.  March  25.  1702. 
Sir  Henry  Afiiurfi;  was  miftakcn  in  his  opinion  of  Lord  Cornbury. 
Mr.  Smith,  in  his  hiftory  of  New-York,  has  given  us  an  account 
of  the  arbitrary  fevere  treatment  the  diffenters  received  from 
him.  A  circumftantial  account  of  his  profecuting  two  itinerant 
preachers  I  have  feen,  under  the  hand  of  one  of  them.  The 
ibuthera  colonies  being  deftitute  of  miniftqrs  of  any  fort,    the 

deeming, 
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i i.  of  the  late  Queen  and  the  Princefs  Ann,  being  ap- 
pointed for  New- York,  expe&ed  MafTachufets  alfo,  yet 
Mr.  Dudley  prevailed ;  and  his  commiflion  pafTed  the 
feals.  The  king's  death,  a  few  months  after,  caufed  him 
the  trouble  of  taking  out  a  new  commiflion  from  the 
Queen,  but  he  had  the  unufual  favor  fliewn  him  of 
i emitting  moft  if  not  all  the  fees. 

Whilst 

di/Tenting  minifters  in  London,  with  fome  principal  men  of  their 
congregations  made  provifion  for  the  fupport  of  two  itinerant 
miflionaries  from  Virginia  to  New- York,  who  were  to  be  abfent 
two  years  ;  and  upon  their  return,  two  others  were  to  be  fent 
out,  and  fo  from  time  to  time.  The  two  firft  were  George 
Macnifh  from  Scotland,  and  John  Hampton  from  Ireland  ;  but 
being  ftrangers  toAmerica,  Francis  Makennie,  another  minifter 
who  had  been  there  before,  accompanied  them.  Beginning 
their  million  at  Carolina  they  travelled  northward  ;  and  M' 
Nifh  being  left  to  take  care  of  five  meeting  houfes  in  Somerfet, 
Maryland,  the  other  two  went  on  to  New- York.  They  waited 
upon  the  governor,  and  were  civilly  received  ;  and  fome  of  the 
inhabitants  who  defired  to  hear  them,  applied  to  his  Lordfhip 
to  give  them  leave  to  preach  in  the  Dutch  or  French  church, 
but  he  refufed  it,  and  the  minifters  of  the  churches  did  not  care 
to  admit  them  againft  his  mind.  Makennie,  in  compliance 
with  the  defires  of  the  people,  preached  in  a  private  houfe  with 
the  doors  open,  and  a  day  or  two  after  left  New-  York  in  order 
to  preach  at  Newtown  on  Long-Ifland  where  he  and  Hampton 
who  had  preached  in  the  meeting  houfe  at  Newtown  were  ap- 
prehended by  a  warrant  from  the  governor,  carried  before  him 
and  charged  with  preaching  in  his  government  without  his 
licence  :  They  replied,  that  they  prefumed  upon  the  liberty 
given  by  an  act  of  parliament  the  ift.  of  William  and  Mary,  and 
had  obtained  certificates  according  to  the  directions  of  the  act 
which  they  delivered  him.  He  told  them  the  act  was  local, 
and  they  muft  find  fureties  for  their  good  behavior,  and  efpe- 
cially  not  to  preach  any  more  in  his  government.  This  they 
declined,  and  were  committed  to  cuftody,  where  they  continued 
many  weeks  at  the  expence  of  40s..  per  week.  During  their 
confinement,  they  applied  to  the  minifters  of  Bofton,  defiring 
them  to  reprefent  their  cafe  to  fome  gentlemen  in  England 
who  might  appear  in  their  behalf,  which  occafioned  among 


others  the  following  letter, 


Sirs.* 
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Whilst   thefe  things  were  tranfafting  in  England,  1702, 
the  lieutenant  governor,  Mr.  Stoughton,  died,  in   May 
this  year,  at  his  houfe  in  Dorchefter.   The  adminiftratfon 
for   the  firfl  time  devolved  upon  the  council.     Some 

manufcript 

««  Sirs,  Bofton,  N.  E.  April  i.  1707. 

We  have  lately  given  you  fome  account  of  the  violent  and  illegal 
actions  of  my  lord  Cornbury,  governor  of  New-York,  in  im- 
prifoning  two  qualified  prefoyterian  minifters  (Mr.  F.  M.  and 
Mr.  J.  H.)  for  offering  to  attend  the  duties  of  their  miniftry  in 
his  government,  under  the  fhelter  of  the  act  of  toleration.  The 
gentlemen  lay  prisoners  for  more  than  fix  weeks  at  forty  (hil- 
lings per  week  charges,  upon  a  mittimus  figned  by  my  lord* 
not  in  the  queen's  name  and  without  any  crime  fpecified^ 
Tho'  both  my  lord  and  the  queen's  attorney  denied  the  act  of 
toleration  to  extend  unto  the  plantations,  yet  they  have  fince 
made  the  act  of  uniformity,  notwithftanding  the  claufes  of  limi- 
tation in  it,  fo  extenfive.  The  chief  juftiee,  finding  himfelf 
under  a  neceffity  to  grant  the  gentlemen  an  habeas  corf  tit, 
which  would  have  difcharged  them,  my  lord  (from  whom  they 
have  no  hope  of  obtaining  here  any  fatisfaction  for  their  falfe 
imprifonment  all  this  while)  ferved  a  new  mittimus  upon  them. 
A  grand  jury  was  packed,  whereof  three  were  juftices-of  the 
peace,  who  had  already,  as  fuch,  appeared  againfl  the  prifo- 
ners  ;  the  reft  of  the  Englifh  were  high  flying  churchmen,  and 
the  biggeft  part  were  Dutch  and  French,  who  neither  knew  the 
Englifh  law  nor  fpake  the  Engliih  tongue,  and  either  were  de- 
pendents on  my  lord  or  fufpecled  of  popery.  This  grand  jury 
found  againft,  Mr.  Francis  Mackennie  a  bill,  that  on  the  2 2d  day 
of  January  he  did  preach  and  teach  at  the  houfe  of  one  William 
Jackfon,  where  were  affembled  together  above  the  number  of 
five  perfons  at  one  time,  and  did  voluntarily  and  unlawfully  ufc 
other  rites  and  ceremonies  and  form  and  manner  of  divine 
worfhip  than  what  are  contained  in  a  certain  book  intitled,  the 
book  of  common  prayer  and  admininration  of  the  facraments, 
againft  the  ftatute  in  that  cafe  made  and  provided.  Mr.  John 
Hampton  was  difcharged,  being  a  man  of  lefs  intereft.  On 
this  bill,  the  faid  Mr-  Francis  Mackennie  is  bound  over  to  the 
court  in  June,  when  he  expects  another  jury  of  the  fame  com- 
plexion, and  that  their  defign  is  then  to  make  a  prey  of  him. 

Except  a  fpeedy  relief  be  obtained,  the  ^j'fue  will  be,  not  only  a 
vaft  oppreffion  on  a  very  worthy  fervant  of  God,  but  alfo  a 
confufion  upon  the  whole  body  of  diffenters  in  thofe  colonies,, 
where  they  are  languifhing  under  my  lord  Cornbury's  arbitrary 
and  unaccountable  government,     We  do  therefore  carneftly 

fcHiclt 
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1702.  manufcript  minutes  and  letters,  which  I  have  feen,  about 
the  time,  and  after  the  fettlement  of  the  charter,  take  it 
for  granted,  that  upon  the  death  or  abfence  of  the  go- 
vernor and  lieutenant  governor  the  fenior  counfellor 
would  prefide,  and  an  inftruclion  from  the  crown  has 
been  given  for  that  purpofe ;  but  the  expreffion  in  the 
charter,  if  it  will  admit  of  this  conftru&ion,  does  not 
favor  it :  We  muft  not  wonder  therefore,  that  twenty* 
feven  councellors  did  not  readily  give  up  th'eir  (hare  in 
the  adminiflration  to  him  that  happened  to  be  the  eldefl. 
It  is  a  defect  in  the  conftitution,  for  although,  for  cer- 
tain purpofes,  feven  councellors  make  a  quorum,  yet  in 
all  a£ts,  as  commanders  in  chief,  it  has  been  judged  ne- 
ceffary,  that  fifteen  (or  a  majority  of  the  whole  number) 
fliould  give  their  confent.  This  muft  be  extremely 
inconvenient,  efpecially  in  time  of  war,  when  difpatcb, 
often,  and  fecrecy,  fometimes,  are  of  great  importance. 

Mr. 

N. 

follicit  you,  that  you  would  humbly  petition  the  queen's  majefty 
on  this  occafion,  and  reprefent  the  fufferings  of  the  diffenters 
in  thofe  parts  of  America  which  are  carried  on  in  fo  direcl 
violation  of  her  majefty's  commands,  of  the  laws  of  the  nation, 
and  the  common  rights  of  Englifhmen. 
The  diftance  of  a  thoufand  leagues  between  England  and  thefe 
colonies,  and  the  uncertainty  of  communication  in  this  time  of 
war,  make  our  condition  under  oppreflbrs  the  more  infupport- 
able,  e'er  any  relief  or  fo  much  as  a  check,  to  fuch  a  governor 
as  my  lord  Cornbury,  can  be  obtained  ;  and  befpeaks  the  more 
lively  compaction  of  thofe  unto  whom  we  cry,  as  we  now  do 
unto  you   to  be  our  advocates.      It  is  the  caufe  of  the  op- 
prefTed  that  you  now  have  to  plead ;  the  caufe  of  not  only 
many  thoufands  in  America,  but  of  a  great  part  of  the  Englifh 
nation,  and  indeed  the  common  caufe  of  humanity  itfelf.    You 
may  depend  upon  the  truth  of  the  reprefentation  here  laid  be- 
fore you,  and  it  is  to  be  wiihed  that  it  may  be  publifhed  unto 
the  whole  Englifh  nation. 
The  defires  of  many,  of  the  raoft  eminent  perfons  in  New- England, 
thus  addrefs  unto  you  by  the  pen  of, 
1  To  Sir  H.  Afhurft,  Sirs,  your  moft  humble  fervant. 

Sir  W.  Afhurft,  and 

JirJEto,  Jiasrifoa,  Loadoa* 
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Mr.  Stoughton's  father  was  efteemed  by  the  people;  170a* 
was  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces  of  the  colony  in 
the  firft  war  againft  the  Pequod  Indians,  and  after  that, 
many  years  a  magistrate  ;  and  of  a  confiderable  eftate  for 
thofe  times.  This  circumftance  caufed  his  own  natural" 
endowments,  which  were  cultivated  and  improved  by  the 
bed:  education  the  country  afforded,  to  be  more  ob- 
ferved  and  valued.  He  was,  in  early  life,  a  candidate  for 
the  miniftry ;  f  but  the  people  judged  him  proper  to 
take  his  father's  place  as  a  magiftrate  j  then  employed 
him  as  their  agent  in  England  j  and  urged  him  a  fecond 
time  to  engage  in  the  fame  fervice.  It  is  no  blemiih  in 
his  chara&er  that  he  had  many  oppofers.  Every  man, 
who  makes  it  more  his  aim  to  ferve  than  to  pleafe  the 
people,  may  expect  it.  From  the  obfervations  he  made 
in  his  agency,  he  was  convinced  it  was  to  no  purpofe  to 
oppofe  the  demands  of  king  Charles ;  and  from  the  ex- 
ample of  the  corporations  in  England,  he  was  for  furren- 
dering  the  charter  rather  than  to  fuffer  a  judgment  or 
decree  againft  it.  In  fuch  cafe,  a  more  favorable  ad- 
ministration might  be  expe&ed  to  fucceed  it,  and  in  better 
times  there  would  be  a  greater  chance  for  re-afTuming  it. 
He  confented  to  a£r.  as  one  of  the  council  under  Sir 
Edmund  And ros,  in  hopes,  by  that  means,  to  render  the 
new  form  of  government  more  eafy.  By  this  ftep  he 
loft  the  favor  of  the  people,  and  yet  did  not  obtain  the 

confidence 

f  Many  gentlemen,  before  and  fince  Mr.  Stoughton,  who  have 
been  probationers  for  the  miniftry,  have  afterwards  made  a 
figure  at  the  bar,  and  in  the  fegiilative  as  well  as  executive  courts 
of  the  province,  gained  great  reputation  ;  and  fome,  who  have 
been  fettled  minifters,  have  not  been  lefs  efteemed  for  leaving 
their  parilhes  where  an  infufficient  fupport  has  been  afforded, 
or  there  has  been  other  good  caufe  afligned  ;  but  thefe  inftances 
are  more  rare.  The  New-England  clergy  do  not  affume  an 
indelible  chara&er  ;  however,  after  having  been  once  ordained, 
or,  to  ufe  one  of  their  own  as  well  as  a  fcriptural  expreffive 
term,  feperated  to  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  there  feems  to  be 
fome  more  fpecial  reafons  requifite  to  juftify  the  forfaking  this, 
than  would  be  fufficieat  ia  the  cafe  of  a  civil  employment  os 
eourfs  of  life. 
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?02.  confidence  of  the  governor,  who  would  -Willingly  have* 
been  rid  of  him,  feldom  confulted  him,  and  by  the 
influence  he  had  over  the  majority  of  the  council,  gene- 
rally, carried  the  Yotes  againft  his  mind.  He. joined  upon 
the  revolntion  with  the  old  magiftrates,  who  made  no 
fcruple  of  receiving  him,  in  re-affuming  the  government ; 
but  upon  the  election  afterwards  made  by. the  people  he 
did  not  obtain  a  vOte*  At  the  defire  of  the  council  and 
reprefentatives  he  drew  up  a  narrative  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  Sir  Edmund  and  his  accomplices,  figned  by  him 
and  feveral  others  of  the  council  ;*  in  which  they  modeft- 
ly  take  exception  to  .many  things  in  the  adminiftration, 
and  exculpate  themfeives  from  any  (hare  in  them.  He 
was  nine  years  lieutenant  governor,  and  fix  of  them  com- 
mander in  chief;  had  experienced  the  two  extremes  of 
popular  and  abfolute  government ;  and  not  only  himfelf 
approved  of  a  mean  between  both,  but  was  better  qua- 
lified to  recommend  it,  by  a  difcreet  administration,  to  the 
people  of  the  province.  He  died  a  bachelor.  Inftead  of 
children,  he  faw,  before  his  death,  a  college  reared  at 
his  expence,  which  took  the  name  of  Stoughton  hall.f 
He  had  good  reafon  to  think  it  would  tranfmit  a  grate- 
ful remembrance  of  his  name  to  fucceeding  ages* 

Sir 

*  They  conclude  their  narrative  with  thefe  words;  "  Thefe  are 
««  the  chief  matters  which  upon  this  occafion,  without  any  un- 
"  due  prejudice  againft  any  man,  or  defign  to  juftify  the  defects 
"  of  ourfelves  in  the  performance  of  our  own  fhares  of  duty, 
,c  but  in  anfwer  to  the  defire  fignified  to  us  as  above;  we  hav£ 
"  to  fet  forth  ;  profeffing  truly,  that  by  fuch  a  ftate  of  things 
"  as  we  had  the  experience  and  feeling  of,  the  places  that  we 
"  held  were  rendered  exceeding  uneafy  to  us,  and  that  out  of 
"  a  fincere  refpeel  to  the  profperity  of  thefe  their  majefty's 
"  plantations,  we  could  not  but  be  very  defirous,  that  through 
c<  the  favor  of  God  and  our  fuperiors,  all  due  redrefs  might  ii* 
M  a  good  happy  feafon  be  obtained  ;  and  the  way  of  govern - 
*  *  ing  Englilh  fubjects  in  their  majefties  dominions,-  without  an 
*'  aflembly  of  the  people's  reprefentatives,  be  baniftied  forever. 

■«  Will.  Stoughtoix 
«•  Thomas  Hinkley       Wait  Winthrop 
"  Barth.  Cedney  Sam.  Shrimpton." 

|  The  fouadatioa  ftosi«wailai4  the  oth  of  May  i6?S, 
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Sir  Henry  Afhurft* and  Conftantine  Phips  had  con-  170a. 
tinued  agents  for  the  province,  in  England,  for  ten  years 
together.  Divers  attempts  had  been  made,  by  Mr. 
Mather's  friends,  to  fend  him  again  to  England  in  the 
fervice  of  the  province;  and,  after  Mr.  Stoughton's 
death,  the  two  houfes  came  to  a  refolution  to  chufe  fome 
perfon  in  the  province,  and  fend  him  to  England  as  their 
agent ;  and  a  great  intereft  was  made  that  Mr.  Mather 
might  be  the  man ;  but  it  happened  that  Mr.  Cooke, 
who  had  not  forgot  their  former  difference  when 
joint  agents,  flood  as  well  with  the  aflembly  at  this  time 
as  he  had  ever  dorie^  and  had  influence  enough  to  pre- 
Tent  Mr.  Mather  from  fucceeding.  The  choice  fell 
upon  Wakftill  Winthrop,  grandfon  to  the  firft  governor 
of  the  MafTachufets  and  fon  to  the  firft  governor  of 
Conne&icut,  and  who  either  out  of  refpecT:  to  his  family, 
Or  for  fome  other  reafon  which  does  not  now  appear,  was 
confidered  as  prefident  of  the  council,  although  there 
were  many  who  by  priority  of  appointment,  the  rule 
generally  obferved,  fliould  have  preceded  him. 

The  French  claim  to  the  country  eafl  of  the  river 
Kennebeck  and  to  an  exclufive  fifhery  upon  the  fea-coaft 
were  the  reafons  publickly  affigned  for  the  choice  of  an 
agent  at  this  time,  and  an  addrefs  to  the  king  had  pafTecl 
the  council  and  aiTembly,and  Mr.  Winthrop's  inftruclions 
vvere  prepared.  Thefe  proceedings  of  the  French  were 
really  alarming.  The  profefled  reafons,  however,  were 
not  the  true  reafons.  Mr.  Dudley's  follicitations  for  the 
government  were  known,  and;  although  his  intereft  in 
the  province  was  increafing,  yet,  a  majority  of  the  gene- 
ral court  had  a  very  ill  opinion  of  him.  Mr.  Winthrop 
was  a  good  fort  of  a  man,  and  although  he  was  of  a  ge- 
nius rather  inferior  to  either  of  his  anceftors,  yet  he  was 
popular,  and  the  party  againft  Mr.  Dudley  wifhed  to 

Vol.  II.  K  have 

*  Sir  Henry  was  finally   difraifTed  juft  before  Lord  Bellamont 
left  the  province. 


130  Th£     HISTORY     of 

haye  him  governor.     They  flattered  themfelves  that  his 
being  acceptable  to  the  country  would,  together  with  his 
family  and  his  edate,  both  which  were  of  the  firfl  rate, 
be  fufficient  to  recommend  him,  but  they  were  midaken. 
Winthrop  was  a  plain  honed  man.     Dudley  had  been 
many  years  well  acquainted  with   the  cudoms  and  man- 
ners of  a  court,  and  would  have  been  more  than  a  match 
for  him.     Jud  as  he  was  about  to  embark,  news  came 
that  Mr.  Dudley  was  appointed  governor  and  Thomas 
Povey  lieutenant  governor.     The  reafon  of  Mr.  Win- 
throp's  appointment  to  the  agency  immediately  appeared. 
The  vote  for  his  inftruclions  was  reconfidered   and  his 
voyage  laid  afide.     It  was  thought  proper,  however,  that 
the  addrefs  to  the  king  ftiould  be  forwarded.     This  was 
fent  to  Mr.  Phips.     A   fecond  addrefs  accompanied  ir^ 
occafioned  by  advice  of  a  bill  being   brought  into  the 
houfe  of  lords  for  dhTolving  charter  governments.     It  is 
not  probable  that  the  Maffachufets  charter  was  the  fpe-» 
cial  occafion  of  this  bill.     It  differs  fo  little  from  the 
coramiflions  in  the  royal  governments,  as  they  are  called* 
as  not  to  be  worth  notice.     About  this  time,  or  a  little 
before,  the  fpirit  againd  the   king  had  caufed  the  re- 
aflumption  of  many  grants  which  he  had  made  of  pri- 
vate edates.     If  there  was  a  fpecial  prejudice  againd 
colony  charters,  it  is  probable  the  charter  to  Pennfyl- 
vania  was  the  mod  exceptionable.     The  proprietor  was 
obnoxious,    had  abfeonded  a  few  years  before  upon  a 
fufpicion  of  treafonable  practices,  and  was  dill  under  a 
cloud.     The  Maffachufets  indrudl:  their  agent  as  follows. 
"  As  to  the  bill,  faid  to  be  lying  before  the  honfe  of  lords* 
"  for  the  dhTolving  charter  governments  in  the  plan-ta- 
"  tions,  we  intreat  you  to  be  very  watchful  in  that  mat- 
"  ter  and  ufe  utmod  diligence,  by  all  convenient  means, 
"  to  prevent  our  being  comprehended  in  or  concluded  by 
14  the  fame.     Our  circumdances  are  different  from  thole 
*  of  other  plantations  under  charter  government,  our  flrd 
•'  fettkment  being  wholly  at  our  own  cod  and  charge, 

"and 
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"  and  by  our  prefent  fettlement  we  are  already  reduced  170a. 
a  to  a  more  immediate  dependance  on  the  crown,  his  ma- 
*'  jefty  having  referved  to  himfelf  the  nomination  of  our 
u  governor,  lieutenant  governor  and  fecretary,  and  a 
"  negative  on  our  laws."  In  their  addrefs  to  the  king 
they  thus  exprefs  themfclves.  "  And  forafmuch  as  we 
"  are  given  to  underfland  that,  through  the  fuggeflions 
u  of  fome  perfons  not  well  affected  to  charter  goverri- 
"  merits,  a  bill  has  been  preferred  in  the  houfe  of  lords 
"  for  vacating  charter  and  proprietary  governments  with- 
u  in  your  majefty's  plantations,  we  in  all  fubmifiion  crave 
"  leave  humbly  to  pray  your  majefty's  grace  and  favor 
M  towards  your  good  fubjecls  within  this  your  province, 
*'  that  no  fuch  fuggeflions  may  make  an  impreffion  in 
"  your  royal  breaft  to  deprive  us  of  thofe  privilege* 
"  which  we  enjoy  under  your  majefty's  molt  gracious 
"  grant,  and  that  we  may  not  be  included  in  any  fuch 
"  act  to  our  prejudice,  without  having  opportunity  giveri 
"us  of  being  heard  and  fpeaking  for  ourfelves.'*  The 
bill  was  dropped  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  and,  a  war  with 
France  being  every  day  expected,  the  longeft  fword  was 
to  determine  the  points  complained  of  in  the  firft  addrefs* 

The  fending  thefe  addreffes  to  Phips  was  grievous 
to  Afhurft.f  Although  he  had  not  very  fhining  talents, 
yet  being  a  member  of  parliament,  having  a  great  family 
intereft,  and  being  an  honeft  man  and  confcientious  in 
the  difcharge  of  his  truft,  he  had  been  very  ferviceable 

K  2  to 

f  Sir  rfenfy  Afhurft  was  fori  to  Henry  Afliurft,  Efq;  who  had  a 
great  hand  in  fettling  the  corporation  for  propagating  the 
gofpel  among  the  Indians  in  New-England  and  parts  adjacent. 


r  Henry  being  a  zealous  differiter,  accompanied  Mr.  Baxter 
when  he  was  brought  to1  his  trial  before  a  favage  judge,  was  at 
the  expence  of  fees  for  his  counfel  and,  after  the  trial,  led  him 
through  the  crowd  and  conveyed  him  away  in  a  coach.  Not- 
withstanding this,  he  was  created  a  baronet  in  the  fame  reign, 
when  dii&nters,  in  oppofitiori  to  the  church  of  England,  were 

m 
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1702.  to  the  province.  He  had  however  the  fate  of  mofl 
agents.  AfToon  as  the  party  agalnfl  him  found  they  were 
ftrong  enough  they  left  him  out  of  the  agency,  and  he 
made  frequent  complaints  that  they  had  flighted  his  fer- 
Tices  and  neglected  giving  him  an  adequate  reward. 
All  the  agents  who  had  been  employed  before  him, 
except  Mr.  Winflow,  were  unfuccefsful  and  feveral,  pro- 
bably for  that  reafon,  thought  unfaithful.  The  firft 
who  were  employed  were  Weld,  Peters  and  Hibbins,  in 
1640.  They  borrowed  money  for  the  fervice  of  the 
colony,  and  proper  care  not  being  taken  by  the  govern- 
ment for  the  payment,  thefe  agents,  for  feveral  years 
after,  were  contending  about  the  proportion  in  which 
they  mould  pay  it  themfelves.  \Vinflow/who  went  over 
in  1646,  foon  found  more  profitable  employment,  but 
his  allowance  was  fo  fcant  from  the  colony  that  the  cor- 
poration for  propagating  the  gofpel  among  the  Indians 
allowed  him  £100  flerling  for  promoting  that  defign,  but 
wrote  to  the  government  that  it  ought  to  be  reflored. 
Bradftreet  and  Norton  were  fent  in  1660.  Norton  laid 
the  reproaches  he  met  with  fo  much  to  heart  as  to  affect 
his  health  and  fhorten  his  life.  In  1 67  7  Stoughton 
and  Bulkley  were  employed,  and  foon  after  their  return 
it  was  faid  by  thofe  who  charged  Bulkley  with  too  great 
compliance  with  court  meafures,  that  his  fun  fet  in  a 
cloud.  He  died  of  melancholy.  Stoughton  was  re- 
proached, and,  although  he  had  a  majority  of  the  court 
in  his  favor,  he  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  rifque  his 
reputation  a  fecond  time.  Dudley  and  Richards  were 
the  next,  in  1682.     The  former  managed  the  whole 

bufinefs 

m  favor,  juft  before  the  revolution.  His  lady  was  daughter 
of  lord  Paget.  He  died  in  17 10,  leaving  only  one  fon,  Sir 
Henry  Afhurft,  who  married  a  daughter  and  coheirefs  of  Sir 
Thomas  Draper,  of  Sunninghill-park,  Berkfhire,  and  was  mem- 
ber for  Windfor  in  17 14,  and  died  in  1732  without  i/Tue,  fo 
that  the  title  is  extinct,  but  the  defcendants  of  the  firft 
Henry  by  the  younger  branches  remain,  and  the  family  is  ftiil 
rdpe&abls. 
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bufmefs  and  bore  the  whole  blame  but,  being  of  a  very  1702, 
different  temper  from  fome  of  his  predeceffors,  inftead  of 
laying  to  heart  the  flight  of  his  countrymen,  he  was 
politic  enough  to  improve  frowns  at  home  to  procure 
favors  from  abroad.  Mather,  Cooke  and  Oakes  were 
employed  to  follicit  the  refloration  of  the  firft  charter. 
In  this  they  failed.  Mather  without  the  confent  of  his 
brethren  accepted  the  prefent  charter,  and  although,  at 
firft,  a  majority  of  the  court  acknowledged  his  merit, 
the  oppofite  party  foon  after  prevailed,  and  he  failed 
of  his  expecled  reward,  and  complained  all  his  life  of 
the  ingratitude  of  his  countrymen,  after  having  fpent 
not  only  his  time  but  part  of  his  eftate  in  public  fei  vice. 
I  would  draw  a  veil  over  our  tranfadtions  relative  to 
agents,  if  my  obligations  to  truth  would  permit  me. 
Errors  and  failings,  as  well  as  laudable  deeds,  in  pafl: 
ages,  may  be  rendered  ufeful,  by  exciting  pofterity  to 
avoid  the  one  and  to  imitate  the  other. 


&  3  CHAP. 
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CHAP.     II. 

From  the  arrival  of  Governor  Dudley,  in  1702, 
to  the  arrival  of  Goyernor  Shute,  in  1716, 


MR.  Dudley  was  received  with  ceremony  and 
marks  of  refpeft,  even  by  thofe  who  had  been 
his  greateft  oppofers  in  the  reign  of  King 
James.  Winthrop,  Cooke,  Hutchinfon,  * 
Fofter,  Addington,  Ruffell,  Phillips,  Browne,  Sargent 
and  others,  who  had  been  of  the  council  which  com- 
mitted him  to  prifon,  where  he  lay  20  weeks,  were  of  the 
council  when  he  arrived.  Upon  fuch  political  changes, 
a  general  amnefly  is  oftentimes  advifeable  and  neceffary. 

The  affront  and  infult  (hewn  by  Lewis  the  14th,  not 
only  to  the  prince  upon  the  throne,  but  to  the  Englifh 
nation,  in  proclaiming  another  perfon  king,  had  rendered 
a  war  with  France  inevitable^  before  the  governor  left 
England.  The  news  of  its  being  proclaimed  arrived,  in 
a  few  weeks  after  him.  Nothing  lefs  could  be  expected 
than  a  war  with  the  Indians  alfo.  Ever  fmce  the  peace, 
in  1698,  the  governor  of  Canada,  \>y  his  emiffaries,  had 
been  continually  exciting  them  to  hoftilities ;  and  jufti- 
fied  himfelf  upon  this  principle,  that  the  Indians  having 
caft  themlelves  upon  the  French,  long  fmce,  as  their 
protectors,  and  being  proprietors  of  the  eaftern  country, 
where  the  Englifh  had  ufurped  a  jurifdi&iqn,  which  as 
far  wefiward  as  Kennebeck   rightfully  belonged   to  the 

French, 
f  Ccl.   Hutchinfon  had  the  command  of  the  caftle  when  Mr. 

Dudley's  arrived,  but  was  remeved  and  fucceeded  by  lieutenant 

rorexop?  Pcvey. 
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French,  the  Englifh  therefore  were  to  be  confidered  as  170*. 
intruders  and  invaders  upon    the   jurifdiftion    of  the 
French  and  upon  the  property  of  the  Indians. 

The  governor,  the  firft  fummer,  vifired  all  the  eaftern 
frontiers  as  far  as  Pemaquid ;  taking  fuch  gentlemen  of 
the  general  court  with  him  as  he  thought  proper  ;|  met 
the  delegates  from  the  Indian  tribes  and  confirmed  the 
former  treaties  which  had  been  made,  He  had  recom- 
mended, in  his  firfl  fpeech  to  the  afTembly,  the  rebuild- 
ing the  fort  at  Pemaquid;  and  the  gentlemen,  who 
accompanied  him  eaft,  reported  in  favor  of  it,  and  their 
report  was  accepted  by  the  council  ;  but  the  houfe  con- 
tinued of  the  fame  mind  they  had  formerly  been,  urging 
that  all  the  money  they  could  raife  would  be  wanted  for 
other  fervices  more  necelTary  than  that,  and  refufed  to 
comply  with  the  governor's  propofal.  His  heart  was  fet 
upon  it;  the  miniilry  continued  their  prejudice  in  favor 
of  this  particular  fpot,  and,  it  is  not  improbable,  that  he 
had  given  encouragement  he  ihould  be  able  to  carry  a 
point,  which  his  predeceflbrs  could  not,  and  therefore 
was  the  more  mortified  at  the  failure. 

The  Indians,  upon  the  MalTachufets  frontiers,  conti- 
nued quiet  this  year,  but  the  Nova-Scotia  Indians  feized 
three  of  the  fifhing  veffels  belonging  to  this  province, 
upon  a  report  that  war  was  declared.  The  council  at- 
tempted to  recover  them,  and  by  the  interpofition  of 
Bruillon,  governor  of  Nova -Scotia,  two,  if  not  the  third, 
Were  reftored. 

At  the  firfl  eleclion  Mr.  Dudley  treated  the  houfe  1703. 
more  cavalierly  than  Sir  William  Phips  or  Lord  Bellamont 
had  ever  done.  After  the  lift  of  councellors  elect  had  been 
prefented,  "  A  meffage  wasfent,  from  his  excellency,  to 
defire  Mr.  fpeaker  and  the  houfe  forthwith  to  attend 
him  in  the  council  chamber ;  and,  Mr.  fpeaker  and  the 
houfe  being  come  up,  his  excellency   obferved  to  them, 

K  4  that 

f  He  always  refufed  to  allow  the  two  houfes  to  appoint  commit- 
tees to.  attend  him  upon  any  treaties. 
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1703.  that  in  their  lift  of  ele&ions,  prefented  to  him,  he  took 
notice  that  there  were  feveral  gentlemen  left  out,  that 
Were  of  the  council  lafl  year,  who  were  of  good  ability, 
for  eftate  and  other  wife,  to  ferve  her  majefty  and  well 
difpofed  thereto,  and  that  fome  others  who  were  new 
elecledj  were  not  fo  well  qualified  ;  fome  of  them  being 
of  little  or  mean  eftate  ;  and  withal  fignifled,  that  he. 
(hould  expunge  five  of  the  names  in  their  lift,  viz.  Elifha 
Cooke  and  Peter  Sargent  Efq's,  Mr.  Thomas  Oakes,  Mr. 
John  SafEn  and  Mr.  John  Bradford,  and  difmiiTed  the 
houfe,  who  returned  to  their  chamber  :"*  Cooke  had 
been  of  the  council  nine  or  ten  years,  had  been  ailiftant 
before  the  revolution,  married  a  daughter  of  governor 
Leveret,  and  was  allied  to  the  bed  families  in  the  pro- 
vince, had  a  better  eftate  than  the  governor  himfelf, 
but  then  he  had  been  agent  in  England,  and  discovered 
greater  zeal  for  profecuting  the  complaints  againft  Andros, 
Dudley,  &c,  than  any  of  his  fellow  agents.  Sargent 
had  married  the  relict  of  Sir  William  Phips.  Oakes  had 
been  one  of  the  agents  in  England  alfo,  and  under  the 
direction  of  Cooke.  Saffin  was  a  principal  inhabitant  of 
Briftol,  (the  father  of  Thomas  Saffin  in  Stepney  church 
yard,  whofe  memory  the  author  of  the  fpeclator  has  im- 
mortalized) and  Bradford  was  grandfon  of  the  firft  wor- 
thy governor  of  Plimouth. 

The  it  5  had  been  but  one  inftance,  of  the  governor's 
refufal  of  a  councellor,  fince  the  charter.  The  right  of 
refufal  could  not  be  difputed.  Had  the  power  been 
frequently  exercifed,  lefs  exception  would  have  been  ta- 
ken to  this  inftance  ;  but  the  long  difufe  of  it  caufed  the 
re-aflumption  of  it,  upon  fo  many  perfons  at  once,  to  be 
more  difagreeable.  Oakes  was  of  the  Houfe,  and,  not- 
withftanding  the  negative  as  a  councellor,  remained  rhere; 
and,  if  he  could  be  of  any  confequence,  this  would  adcj 
to  his  weight. 

Lord  Corn  bury,  governor  of  New- York,  fome  time 
in  the  month  of  May,  advifed  Mr,  Dudley  of  an  army 

*  Gen,   nurf  records,. 
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of  French  and  Indians,  intending  to  make  a  defcent  upon  1 703* 
Deerfield,  in  the  MafTachufets  province.  The  intelli- 
gence was  brought  to  Albany,  by  fome  of  the  praying  or 
christianized  Mohawks,  who  had  been  to  vifit  their 
friends  at  Gagnawaga  in  Canada,  who  formerly  had  be^ 
longed  to  the  fame  village,  about  40  miles  from  Albany. 
This  defign  was  not  immediately  carried  into  execution. 

Whilst  every  one  was  fearing  hostilities  from  the 
Indians,  feveral  Englishmen,  pretending  friendfhip  to 
Caftine,  fon  of  the  Baron  de  St.  Caftine  by  an  Indian 
woman,  who  now  lived  at  Penobfcot,  plundered  his 
houfe,  &c.  and  made  great  fpoil.  Upon  his  complaint 
to  the  government,  he  was  affured  the  action  ftiould  not 
go  without  due  punifhment,  and  that  restitution  fhould 
be  made.  About  the  fame  time,  the  Indians  did  mif- 
chief  to  fome  of  the  people  upon  Kennebeck  :  Which 
action  was  firfl,  I  cannot  afcertain.  Perhaps  neither  of 
them  was  from  refer  tment  or  revenge  for  the  other. 

Before  the  end  of  the  year,  the  blow  threatned  in 
the  beginning  of  it,  was  (truck  upon  Deerfield.  This  was 
the  mod  remote  fettlement  upon  Connecticut  river,  ex- 
cept a  few  families  at  Squakheag  or  Northfield  adjoining 
to  it.  Deerfield,  being  eafieft  of  accefs  of  any  place 
upon  the  river,  had  often  fuffered  by  fmall  parties.  In 
1697,  an  attempt  was  made  upon  it,  but  failed  of  fuccefs, 
through  the  vigilance  and  bravery  of  the  inhabitants, 
with  Mr.  Williams  their  minifter  at  their  head.  Col. 
Schuyler,  of  Albany,  had  obtained  information  of  the 
defigns  of  the  enemy  upon  it  this  year,  and  gave  notice 
feafonable  enough  to  put  the  people  upon  their  guard. 
It  was  afterwards  thought  remarkable,  that  the  minifter 
had  it  flrongly  impreifed  upon  his  mind,  that  the  town 
would  be  deftroyed.  It  would  not  have  been  very 
ftrange  if  this  impreffion  had  never  been  off  his  mind/ 
He  warned  his  people  of  it  in  his  fermons,  but  too  many 
made  light  of  the  intelligence,  and  of  the  impreflions  which 
naturally  followed.  The  government,  upon  his  applica- 
tion, ordered  20  foldiers  as  a  guard.     The  party,  which 

had 
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S703.  had  been  fitted  out  at  Canada,  confifted  of  about  30s 
French  and  Indians,  under  Hertel  de  Rouville,  who  had 
four  brothers  with  him ;  their  father  had  been  a  noted 
Partifan,  but  was  now  unable  to  take  fo  long  a  march. 
They  came  upon  the  town,  the  night  after  the  28th  of 
February.  In  the  fore  part  of  the  night,  and  until 
about  two  hours  before  day,  the  watch  kept  the  ftreets  ; 
and,  then,  unfortunately  went  all  to  fleep.  The  enemy, 
who  had  been  hovering  about  them,  and  kept  continu- 
ally reconnoitring,  perceived  all  to  be  quiet,  and  firft  fur- 
prized  the  fort  or  principal  garrifon  houfe.  The  fnow 
was  fo  liigh,  in  drifts,  that  they  had  no  difficulty  in 
jumping  over  the  walls.  Another  party  broke  into  the 
houfe  of  Mr.  Williams,  the  minifter,  who,  rifing  from 
his  bed,  difcovered  near  20  entring.  He  expected  im- 
mediate death,  but  had  the  firmnefsof  mind  to  take  down 
a  piftol,  which  he  always  kept  loaded  upon  his  tefter, 
and  to  prefent  it  to  the  breaft  of  the  firft  Indian  who 
came  up  to  him.  The  piftol,  fortunately  for  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, fnapped  only  and  miffed  fire.  Had  he  killed  the 
Indian,  his  own  life  no  doubt  would  have  been  taken  in 
revenge.  Being,  in  effect,  difarmed,  he  was  feized  and 
pinioned,  and  kept  (landing,  in  his  fhirt  only,  in  that  cold 
feafon,  the  fpace  of  an  hour.  In  the  mean  time,  his  houfe 
was  plundered,  and  two  of  his  children  and  a  negro 
woman  murdered.  His  wife  and  five  other  children  were 
fuffered  to  put  on  their  cloaths,  and  then  he  himfelf 
was  allowed  to  drefs  and  prepare  for  a  long  march. 

Other  parties  fell  upon  other  houfes  in  the  town, 
and  flew  about  40  perfons,  and  made  about  100  more 
prifoners.  Sun  about  an  hour  high,  the  enemy  had 
finifhed  their  work,  and  took  their  departure,  leaving  all 
the  houfes,  outhoufes,  &c.  in  flames.  Mrs.  Williams  had 
fcarcely  recovered  from  her  lying  in,  and  was  in  a  weak 
{late.  The  enemy  made  all  the  hafte  they  could,  left  a 
fuperior  force  fhould  overtake  them.  The  fecond  day, 
fhe  let  her  hufband  know  (lie  was  unable  to.  travel  any 
farther,  as  fall  as  they  did.     He  knew  the  confequence, 

an<3 
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and  would  gladly  have  remained  with  her  and  aflifted  1703. 
her ;  but  they  had  different  matters,  and  leave  could  not 
be  obtained,  and  he  was  carried  from  her  and  foon  after 
heard  that  her  mafler  had  funk  his  hatchet  into  her  m 
brains.  One  cannot  eafily  conceive  of  greater  diftrefs, 
than  what  an  affectionate  hufband  mud  then  have  felt. 
About  twenty  more  of  the  prifoners,  in  their  travel  to- 
wards Canada,  gave  out  and  were  killed  alfo.*  They 
were  25  days  between  Deerfield  and  Chambli,  depend- 
ing upon  hunting  for  their  fupport  as  they  travelled,  f 
Vaudreuil,  the  French  governor  of  Canada,  treated  thefe 
prifoners  with  humanity  ;  and  although  the  Indians  have 
been  encouraged,  by  premiums  upon  prifoners  and  fcalps, 

to 

*  This  is  not  mentioned  as  an  inftance  of  favage  barbarity. 
Their  own  prefervation  often  depends  upon  their  deftroying 
their  prifoners.  Henry  the  fifth  of  England  killed,  in  cold  blood, 
the  flower  of  France,  when  he  fuppofed  his  own  little  army  to  be 
in  danger.  The  Indians,  after  thefe  onfets,  always  expected  to 
be  purfued.  If  they  left  their  grown  captives  in  the  woods  they 
would  difcover  them  to  their  purfuers,if  fuch  captives  fhould  be 
found  by  them.  To  leave  young  children  to  die  would  be  more 
cruel  than  to  kill  them  outright.  Their  barbarities  are  com- 
mitted, when  they  are  intoxicated  with  liquor  or  enraged  with 
pafilon.  Some  of  the  children,  who  were  taken  at  Deerfield, 
they  drew  upon  flays ;  at  other  times  they  have  been  known  to 
carry  them  in  their  arms  or  upon  their  backs  to  Canada.  This 
tendernefs  has  occafioned  the  beginning  of  an  afFeution,  which 
in  a  few  years  has  been  fo  rivetted,  that  the  parents  of  the  child- 
ren, who  have  gone  to  Canada  to  feek  them,  could  by  no  mean* 
prevail  upon  them  to  leave  the  Indians  and  return  home.  One 
of  Mr.  Williams's  daughters  married  an  Indian  hufband  and  yet 
lives  with  them.  I  faw  at  Albany  two  or  three  men,  in  the  year 
1744,  who  came  in  with  the  Indians  to  trade,  and  who  had 
been  taken  at  Groton  in  this,  that  is  called  Queen  Ann's  war. 

One  of  them Tarbell,  was  faid  to  be  one  of  the  wealthieft 

of  the  Cagnawaga  tribe.  He  made  a  vifit  in  his  Indian  drefs 
and  with  his  Indian  complexion  (for  by  means  of  greafe  and 
paints  but  little  diiference  could  be  difcerned)  to  hi*  relations 
$t  Groton,  but  had  no  inclination  to  remain  there. 

\  Moft  of  the  captives  were  redeemed  after  fome  years.  Two  of 
Mr.  Williams's  fons,  after  their  return,  were  worthy  ministers* 
of  amiable  characters,  one  at  Waltham,  now  deceafed  ;  the 
9tj}erftill  living  at  Long- Meadow  in  Springfield. 
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1703.  to  lay  wafle  the  Englifh  frontiers,  yet  the  captives,  who 
have  been  carried  to  Canada,  have  often  received  very 
kind  ufage  from  the  French  inhabitants. 

Th  e  unfortunate  provinces,  of  MafTachufets-bay  and 
New-Ham pfhire,  were  the  only  people  upon  the  conti- 
nent againft  whom  the  French  and  Indians,  during  a  ten 
years  war,  exerted  their  ftrength.  Connecticut  and 
Rhode-Ifland  were  covered  by  the  MafTachufets.  New 
York  took  care  of  themfelves,  and  of  the  colonies  fouth 
of  them,  by  a  neutrality  which  the  Iroquois  or  fix  nations 
(influenced  by  thofe  who  had  the  direction  of  Indian 
affairs)  engaged  to  obferve  between  the  Englifh  and 
French,  This  was,  in  effect,  a  neutrality  between  the 
French  and  the  Englifh  governments  to  the  fouthward 
of  New-England.  Nothing  could  be  more  acceptable 
to  the  Canadians.  The  New-England  governments  felt 
the  terrible  confequences.  Charlevoix  gives  this  account 
of  it.  "  TeganifTorens  arrived,  a  little  while  after,  at 
"  Montreal,  and,  in  the  conference  which  he  had  with 

*  the  commander  in  chief,  he  appeared,  at  nrft,  to  be 

*  our  of  humor,  which  boded  ill  to  the  bufinefs  he 
"  came  upon.  The  Europeans,  fays  he,  are  an  out  of 
"  the  way  people ;  after  they  have  made  peace,  one  with 
"  another,  they  go  to  war  again,  for  meer  nothing  at  all. 

*  This  is  not  our  practice;  after  we  have  once  figned  to 
"  a  treaty,  there  mull  be  fome  very  ftrong  reafons  to 
u  induce  us  to  break  it.  He  went  on  and  declared,  that 
"  his  nation  fhould  not  engage  in  a  war  which  they  did 
"  not  approve  of,  neither  on  one  fide  nor  the  other. 
"  Monf.  de  Vaudreuil  let  TeganifTorens  know,  that  he 
"  defired  nothing  further ;  and,  that  the  Iroquois  might 
"  have  no  pretence  to  break  fo  advantageous  a  neutra- 
"  lity,  he  determined  to  fend  out  no  parties  towards 
l( New- York."  Again,  upon  another  occafion,  "At  all 
"  events,  the  fix  nations,  and  efpecially  the  Tfonon* 
"  heans,*  were  refolved  ftrictly  to  obferve  the  neutrality 
"  which  they  had  fworn,  and  of  which  they  had  begun 

"tQ 
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*  to  feel  the  benefit ;  but  you  may  fee  that  they  were  1703. 
*'  much  fet  upon  including  the  Englifh,  that  they  might 

11  be  confidered  as  mediators  between  them  and  us, 
"  Mn  Vaudreuil,who  had  very  early  feen  through  their 
"  defign,  had  acquainted  the  court  with  it,  and  received 
"  for  anfwer,  that  if  he  was  able  to  carry  on  the  war 
"  to  advantage  without  putting  the  crown  to  any  ex- 
"  traordinary  expence,  he  mould  reject  the  propofals  of 
"  the  Iroquois ;  otherwife,  he  might  fettle  a  neutrality 
"  for  America,  upon  the  beft  terms  he  could,  but  that 
"  it  was  not  for  his  majefty's  honor  that  his  governor 
"  and  lieutenant  general  mould  be  the  firft  mover  of  it. 
4t  The  minifter  added,  that  he  thought  it  would  be  moft 
11  proper  for  the  miflionaries  to  let  the  Indians  know, 
41  that  the  French  did  not  defire  to  difturb  the  peace  of 

*  the  country  ;  that  altho'  they  were  very  well  able  to 
u  carry  on  a  vigorous  war,  yet  they  preferred  the  quiet 
"  of  Canada  to  all  the  advantages  they  might  reap  from 
'«  the  fuperiority  of  their  arms ;  and  if  the  fix  nations, 
"  convinced  that  this  was  our  difpofition,  ftiould  caufe  the 
u  Englifh  to  aik  a  neutrality  for  their  colonies,  M.  Vau- 
"  dreuil  might  confider  of  it ;  but  that  he  fhould  not 
u  come  to  a  conclufion  without  orders  from  the  king," 

I  am  fenfible  Charlevoix  fays,  that  "  the  Boftoneers 
tl  would  have  obtained  the  fame  thing  from  the  Abena- 
"  quis  or  eaftern  Indians."  It  is  certain,  that  the  Mafia- 
cihufets  government  would  have  been  content  (provided 
the  eaftern  Indians  had  continued  at  peace  with  the 
Englifh)  that  they  mould  not  be  obliged  to  go  to  war 
againfr.  the  French;  but  the  MafTachufets,  in  all  their 
treaties  with  the  eaftern  Indians,  made  peace  for  the  other 
governments  as  well  as  for  themfelves ;  and  hoftilities 
agaiml  Connecticut  or  New  York  would  have  been  deem- 
ed a  breach  of  the  peace,  as  well  as  thofe  againft  the 
MafTachufets ;  whereas  the  New-Yorkers,  or  rather  the 
Albanians  fafTered  the  Canada  Indians  to  go  through 
their  province  and  fall  upon  any  of  our  frontiers,  with- 
out looking  upon  it  to  bs  a  breach  of  the  neutrality,  and 

carried 
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1703.  carried  on  great  trade  both  with  French  and  Indians,  ax 
the  fame  time;  and fometimes  the  plunder,  made  in  the 
county  of  Hampfhire,  became  merchandize  in  Albany. 
Some  of  the  beft  people  deterted  fuch  proceedings,  par- 
ticularly dol.  John  Schuyler  of  Albany  ;  who,  by  means 
of  the  Indians  of  the  fix  nations  in  the  Englifh  intereft, 
informed  himfelf  of  the  intended  expeditions  of  the 
French,  and  French  Indians,  and  gave  frequent  notice  to 
the  people  upon  our  frontiers  to  be  upon  their  guard  j 
but  moft  of  the  inroads  made  upon  us  he  had  it  not  in 
his  power  to  difcover. 

That  the  French  might  improve  this  plan  to  greater 
advantage,  they  drew  off,  about  this  time,  a  great  number 
of  the  Abenaquis  families  from  Penobfcot,  Norridgewock, 
Saco,  Pigwacket,  &c.  and  fettled  them  at  Becancour  and 
St.  Francois,  in  Canada,  where  they  were  known  to  the 
Englifh  by  the  name  of  St.  Francois  Indians.  Mere  they 
were  under  the  conflant  direction  of  the  governor  of 
Canada,  and  were  fent  out,  from  time  to  time,  with  parties 
of  the  fix  nations  in  the  French  intereft  and  French 
Canadians,  to  maffacre  the  men,  women  and  children 
upon  the  eafl  and  weft  frontiers.  Charlevoix  fays^ 
"  they  were  intended  as  a  barrier  againft  the  inroads  of 
"  the  fix  nations,  in  cafe  of  a  future  war  between  them 
"  and  the  French.7' 

The  Maflachufets,  thus  harraffed  and  perplexed, 
thought  it  necefTary  to  remain  no  longer  on  the  defenfive 
only ;  and,  in  the  fall,  fent  out  three  or  four  hundred 
men  to  a  noted  fettlement  of  the  Indians  at  Pigwacket, 
and  another  party  to  the  ponds,  Offapy,  &c.  upon  the 
back  of  the  eaftern  frontier ;  but  neither  party  met  with 
the  enemy.  Soon  after,  Col.  March  going  out  with  an- 
other party,  killed  and  took  about  a  dozen  of  the  enemy. 
This  meafure  not  anfwering  expectation  ;  to  encourage 
fmall  parties  of  the  Englifh  to  go  out  and  hunt  the  In- 
dians, the  general  court  promiied  a  bounty  or  reward* 
no  lefs  than  forty  pounds,  for  every  Indian  fcalp.  Capt. 
Tyng  went  out  in  the  winter  and  brought  in  five. 
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In  the  fpring,  another  proje&  was  tried.  About  an  x7°4* 
hundred  Indians  were  obtained  from  Connecticut  and 
ported  at  Berwick,  in  the  county  of  York  ;  but  thefe  In- 
dians were  not  only  Grangers  to  the  woods,  and  wholly 
ignorant  of  the  frontiers  of  Canada,  but  by  long  living 
in  a  deprefled  date  among  the  Euglifh,  were  difpirited, 
enervated  and  unfit  for  this  fervice,  and  nothing  remark- 
able was  effected.  Had  not  the  fix  nations  been  retrain- 
ed, parties  of  them,  harraffing  the  French  fettlements, 
would  have  induced  the  French,  for  their  own  preferva- 
tion,  to  have  fuffered  the  frontiers  of  New-England,  as 
well  as  New-York,  to  have  remained  unmolefted. 

All  thefe  attempts  failing,  a  flill  more  expenfive 
undertaking  was  agreed  on.  It  was  fuppofed,  that  an 
army,  to  fweep  the  coafl  and  country  from  Pifeataqua 
river  to  Nova-Scotia,  would  ftrike  terror  into  the  Indians 
and  bring  them  to  reafon.  Col.  Church,  noted  for  his 
exploits  in  former  wars,  efpecially  in  Phillip's  war,  was 
pitched  upon  to  command  in  this  expedition,  and  had 
orders  to  inlift  as  many  as  he  could,  both  of  Englifh  and 
Indians,  who  had  been  in  fervice  before.  This  is  called, 
by  Charlevoix,  an  expedition  againfl  Portroyal  ;  but 
Church  was  inftru&ed  not  to  make  any  attempt  againfl 
the  fort  there,  and  to  ravage  the  country  only.  Mr* 
Dudley  had  intimations  of  the  Queen's  intention,  to  fend 
fhips  the  next  year  for  the  reduction  of  that  fortrefs,f 

Church  had  550  foldiers  under  him,  in  14  fmall 
tranfports,  and  was  provided  with  36  whaleboats,  and 
convoyed  by  the  Jerfey  man  of  war,  of  48,  the  Gofport 
of  32,  and  the  province  fnow  of  14  guns.  He  flopped 
firit  at  Montinicus,  and  fent  two  of  his  boats  to  Green- 
Ifland,  where  he  took  four  or  five  French  and  Indians, 
who  ferved  him  for  pilots  upPenobfcot  river  and  to  the 
Indian  fettlements  there.     In  this  river  he  killed  and  took 

captive 
f  This  he,  publickly,  gave  as  his  reafon.     His  enemies  charged 

him  with  a  fecret  defire  that  the  place  might  be  preferved,  for 

the  fake   of  unlawful  trade  with  the  inhabitants  in  which  he 

was  to  be  a  fharer. 
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1704.  captive  divers  of  the  enemy  •  among  the  captives  were 
Caftine's  daughter  and  her  children,  her  hufband  and 
father  being  gone  to  France,  where  Cafline  had  an 
eftate  upon  which  he  lived  after  he  left  America.  The 
tranfports  lay  at  Mount  Defart.  Church,  having  taken 
from  them  a  frefh  fupply  of  provifions,  went  in  the  boats 
up  the  weftern  Paflimaquady.  In  the  harbour,  he  found 
only  a  French  woman  and  her  children,  upon  an  ifland, 
and  another  family  upon  the  main,  near  to  it.  He  then 
went  up  the  river,  where  he  took  prifoners,  Gourdon 
a  French  officer  and  his  family,  who  lived  in  a  fmall 
cottage.  Church  feeing  fome  of  his  men  hovering  over 
another  hut,  he  called  to  them  to  know  what  they  were 
doing ;  and  upon  their  reply,  that  there  were  people  ifi 
the  houfe  who  would  not  come  out,  he,  haftily,  bid  his 
men  knock  them  in  the  head ;  which  order  they  imme- 
diately obferved.  He  was  much  blamed  for  this,  after 
his  return,  and  excufed  himfelf  but  indifferently.  He 
feared  the  enemy  might  fall  upon  his  men,  who  he  fa\v 
were  off  their  guard,  which  put  him  in  a  paflion.  He 
Went  as  high  up  the  river  as  the  falls,  taking  or  deftroy- 
ing  all  in  his  way ;  miffed  Chartiers,  another  French 
officer  who  lived  or  was  polled  there.  The  tranfports 
took  in  the  forces  at  the  harbour  or  mouth  of  the  river, 
and  carried  them  to  Menis ;  the  men  of  war  ftanding  for 
Port-royal.  At  Menis,  he  met  with  fome  oppofition,  the 
enemy  firing  from  the  banks  as  he  rowed  up  the  river 
to  the  town;  but  he  loft  none  of  his  men.  They  found 
plenty,  not  only  of  frefh  provifions  but  good  liquor  in 
the  town,  which  occafioned  fuch  diforders  among  the 
men,  efpecially  the  Indians,  that  it  was  neceffary  to  flave 
all  the  cafks  which  had  any  wine  or  fpirits  in  them,  and  it 
was  done  accordingly.  Here,  the  lieutenant  of  Church's 
own  company,  Barker,  (Charlevoix  calls  him  the  lieute- 
nant general)  and  one  man  more  were  fhot  down,  which 
were  all  that  were  loft  in  the  expedition.  After  plun- 
dering the  inhabitants  of  all  their  goods,  they  fet  the 
sown  on  fire,  mi  Shea  embarked  on  board  the  tranfports. 

The 
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The  inhabitants  of  a  village,  upon  another  branch  of  1704.; 
the  river,  fuppofed  the  Englifh.  to  be  gone,  and  that  they 
Ihould  efcape  ;  but  Church  went  back  with  his  boats, 
and,  going  up  this  branch,  came  unexpectedly  upon  the 
village  and  took  what  prifoners  he  had  a  mind  to,  and 
among  the  reft,  two  gentlemen  who  had  been  fent  by 
the  governor  of  Port- royal  to  bring  two  companies  of 
foldiers  for  the  defence  of  the  place  againfl:  the  men  of 
war  which  appeared  in  the  gut.  Church  gave  the  gen- 
tlemen leave  to  return,  for  the  fake  of  fending  a  menage 
by  them  to  the  governor,  to  defife  him  to  acquaint  the 
governor  of  Canada,  that  if  he  did  not  prevent  his  French 
and  Indians  from  committing  fuch  barbarities  upon  poor 
helplefs  women  and  children*  as  the  people  of  Deerfield 
had  fufFered  the  lad  year,  he  would  return  with  a  thou- 
fand  Indians  and  let  them  loofe  upon  the  frontiers  of 
Canada  to  commit  the  like  barbarities  there.  This  the 
French  governor  muft  know  to  be  a  gafconade. 

The  forces,  after  this,  went  up  what  is  called  the 
eaftern  river  and  deftroyed  the  fettlements  there,  and 
then  returned  to  the  tranfports,  and  joined  the  men  of 
war  at  Port-royal ;  where  it  was  agreed,  both  by  fe«*  * 
and  land  officers,  that  no  attempt  fhould  be  made.  The 
men  of  wir  returned  to  Mount  Defart  harbour,  and 
Church,  with  his  tranfports,  went  up  to  Chignedto.  The 
inhabitants  all  fled,  taking  with  them  as  much  of  their 
fubftance  as  they  could  carry  away ;  the  reft  they  left 
to  the  mercy  of  the  Englifh",  who  laid  all  wade.  From 
Chigne&o  they  went  to  Mount  Defart ;  the  men  of  war 
being  gone  to  Boftori,  the  tranfports  followed  j  and  flop- 
ping at  Cafco-bay,  Church  found  orders  lodged  there, 
from  the  governor,  to  go  up  Kennebeck  river  as  far  as 
Norridgewock  fort ;  but  having  intelligence  that  it  was 
deferted,  and  his  men  having  undergone  much  fatigue, 
he  thought  it  beft  to  return  home. 

This  expedition  Mr.  Dudley  fuppofes,  in  his  fpeech 
to  the  affembly,  {truck  great  terror  into  the  Indians,  and 
drove  them   from  our  frontiers ;    but  it  appears  from 

Vol.  II,  L  Church's 
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I704.  Church's  journal,  that  the  poor  Acadians,who  had  been  fo 
often  ravaged  before,  were  the  principal  fufferers  how, 
and  that  the  Indians  were  little  or  nothing  annoyed.* 

An  exploit  of  Caleb  Lyman,  of  Northampton,  deferves 
to  be  recorded.  Hearing  of  a  fmall  party  of  Indians  at 
Cohafs,  far  up  Connecticut  river,  he  went  out  with  only 
five  friend  Indians,  and,  after  nine  or  ten  days  travel, 
came  upon  the  enemy  Indians  in  the  night,  killed  feven 
out  of   nine,   the    other   two   efcaped,  but  wounded. 

This  may  be  placed  among  the  favorable  years ;  but 
the  frontiers  were  not  without  annoyance.  In  April, 
an  Indian  fcout  killed  Edward  Taylor  at  Lamprey  river 
and  carried  his  wife  and  child  to  Canada;  Major  Hilton 
with  20  men  purfuing  without  overtaking  them.  They 
lay  in  wait  to  take  Major  Waldron  at  Cochecho,  but 
miffed  him,  carrying  off  one  of  his  fervants  in  his  (lead. 
July  31.  About  four  hundred,  French  and  Indians,  fell 
upon  Lancafler,  and  affaulted  fix  garrifon  houfes  at  the 
fame  time,  which  made  a  brave  defence.     They  burned 

many 

*  Mr.  Dudley  laid  himfelf  open  to  cenfure.  The  profe/Ted  de- 
sign was  the  reduction  of  Port-royal.  When  it  was  known 
that  this  never  was  the  real  defign,  it  was  not  an  eafy  thing  to 
perfuadc  the  people  that  want  of  orders  from  the  queen  was 
the  true  caufe.  A  correfpondence  between  the  friends  of  the 
governor  and  the  French  in  Acadie  was  fufpeclcd,  and  it  was 
laid  the  place  muft  be  preferved  for  the  fake  of  trade,  in  the 
profits  of  which  the  governor  was  to  have  his  fhare.  "  When 
Church  went  with  his  forces  to  Port-royal  he  cctild  eafily  have 
taken  the  fort,  or  done  any  thing  in  the  world,  but  the  reafon 
which  he  has  often  given  for  his  not  doing  it  is,  becaufe  you 
abfolutely  forbad  him,  you  peremptorily  forbad  him.  Ths 
»  caufe  you  afliened  was,  becauie  the  matter  had  been  laid  be- 
fore the  queen,  and  the  queen  had  fent  over  no  orders  for  it, 
and  though  the  qaeen  had  fent  no   orders  we  fend  with  a 

pretence  to  take  it. But  the   (lory  grows  now  too  black  a 

itory  for  me  to  meddle  with  it The  expedition  baffled 

The  fort  never  fo  much  as  demanded An  eternal  grave  ft  one 

laid  on  our  buried  captives A  neft  of  hornets  provoked 

to  fly  out  upon  us A  fhame  caftupon  us  that  will  never  be 

forgotten 1  dare  not,  I  cannot  meddle  with  thefe  myfteries." 

—*—CetUB  Mather 7  letter  tv  Gev,  Dudley,  Jant  20.   1707. 
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many  other  dwelling  houfes  and  the  meeting  houfe.  An  1704. 
alarm  was  foon  fpread,  and  300  men  were  in  the  town 
before  night,  who  engaged  the  enemy  with  fome  lofs  en 
both  fides.  The  beginning  of  Auguft,  a  party  of  the 
enemy,  lying  in  wait,  fired  upon  a  fmall  fcout  going  from 
Northampton  to  Weftfield,  killed  one  man  and  took  two 
prifoners;  but  more  of  our  forces  being  behind,  they 
came  up,  retook  the  two  men  and  killed  two  of  the  Indians. 
Soon  after,  they  killed  lieutenant  Wyler  and  feveral 
others  at  Groton,  and  at  a  plantation  called  Naflieway. 

Almfbury,  Haverhill  and  York,  in  the  Maffachufets ; 
and  Exeter,  Dover  and  Oyfter  river,  in  New-Hampfliire, 
fuffered  more  or  lefs,  this  fummer,  by  the  enemy. 

The  licentious  practice,  indulged  among  the  feamen, 
of  making  depredations  upon  foreign  nations  in  the  eaft 
and  weft  Indies  was  not  wholly  fuppreiTed.  John  Quelch 
(who  had  been  mafter  of  the  brigantine  Charles,  and 
had  committed  many  piratical  acls  upon  the  coafl  of 
India)  came  with  feveral  of  his  crew  and  landed,  fome  in 
one  part  of  New-England,  fome  in  another.  Quelch  and 
fix  more  were  condemned  at  Boflon  and  executed.  Some 
were  admitted  to  be  witneffes  for  the  king,  fome  repriev- 
ed, and  fome  pardoned.  The  governor,  upon  this  occa- 
fion,  found  old  prejudices  againfi  him  reviving.  Reports 
were  fpread,  of  large  fums  of  money  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  governor  and  of  his  fon,  the  queen's  ad- 
vocate, which  however  groundlefs  eafily  obtained  credit.f 

L  2  Mr. 

f  I  have  taken  Co  many  facts  and  remarks,  in  my  firfl:  volume, 
from  a  manufcript  hiftory  of  Mr.  William  Hubbard,  one  of  the 
minifters  of  Ipfwich,  that  I  may  not  omit  taking  notice  of  his 
death,  Sept.  14th,  1704,  at  the  age  of  83  years  ;  and  giving 
him  the  character,  he  deferved,  of  a  man  of  learning,  of  a  can-  ' 
did  and  benevolent  mind,  accompanied,  as  it  generally  is,  with 
a  good  degree  of  catholicifm ;  which,  I  think,  was  not  ac- 
counted the  mod  valuable  part  of  his  character  in  the  age  in 
which  he  lived.  Among  his  other  children,  Nathanael  Hub- 
oard,  Efq;  (hone  with  peculiar  luftre,  inherited  his  father's 
virtues,  eipecially  that  amiable  fpirit  of  benevolence.  He  was 
of  the  council,  and  one  of  the  juftices  of  the  fuperior  court,  too 
late  in  life  for  his  country  to  reap  any  long  benefit. 

The 
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Mr.  Dudley's  principles,   in  government,  were  too 
high  for  the  Maffachufets  people.     He  found  it  very 
difficult  to  maintain  what  appeared  to  him  to  be  thejuft 
prerogative  of  the  croWn,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  recover 
and  preferve  the  efteem  of  the  country.     The  govern- 
ment had  been  fo  popular  under  the  old  charter,  that 
the  exercife  of  the  powers  rcferved  to  the  crown  by  the 
new  charter  was  fubmitted  to  with  reluctance.     Sir  Wil- 
liam Phips  was  under  the  influence  of  fbme  of  his  coun- 
cil and  fome  of  the  minifters  of  note,  and  fuffered  re- 
mains of  cuftoms  under  the  old  form,  hardly  confident 
with  the  new.     Mr.  Stoughton«,  expecting  every  day  t(T 
be  fuperfeded,  avoided  all  occafioris  of  controvcrfy.   Lord 
Bellamont,  indeed,  in  fome  inftances,  affumed  more  than 
he  had  right  to.     His  qualky  and  the  high  e£eem,  at 
firft,  conceived  of  him,  prevented  any  controverfies,  dur- 
ing his  very  ftiort  adminiftration.     Mr.  Dudley  fet  out,? 
with  refomtion,  to  maintain  his  authority.     The  people 
were  mere  jealous  of  him  than'  they  would  have  been 
of  any  other  perfon.     His  negativing  five  of  the  council, 
the  firft  election,  was  an  unpopular  ftroke.     The  next 
year  (1704)  the  two  hoyfes  chofe  again  two  of  the  ne- 
gatived perfons,  Mr.  Cooke  and  Mr.  Sargent,  and  the 
governor   again  refufed  to  approve  of  them.     They 
were  fueh  favorites  of  the  houfe,  that  the  fpeaker,  the 

houfe 

The  governor,  in  the  month  of  March  this  year,  returning  by 
water  from  his  other  government  of  New-Hampfhire,  before 
the  brigantine  in  which  he  had  taken  his  paflage  came  up  with 
Cape  Ann,  was  furprized  Trith  as  violent  a  ftorm  as  had  been 
known  and  of  as  long  continuance.  There  being  advice 
brought  to  Bofton  of  his  failing  from  Portfmouth  and  no  fur- 
ther intelligence  of  him,  it  was  generally  apprehended  that 
the  vefTel  muft  have  foundered.  At  length  came  news  of  his 
arrival  in  the  harbour  of  Glocefter,  having  been  four  days  at 
anchor  on  the  back  of  the  cape, expecting  every  hour  to  perifh. 
2h  a  proclamation  for  a  public  thankfgiving,  a  few  days  after, 
notice  is  taken  of  his  wonderful  prefervation  from  fhipwreck. 

Ap.  4, 1704,  died  at  Newbury  Daniel  Pierce,  Efq;  of  the  council; 

July  20.  1704,  died  at  Marfhiield  Peregrine  White,  aged  83  years 
sad  8  months,  the  firft  born  in  Plimouth  colony. 
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houfe  being  prefent,  addreffed  his  excellency  and  pray-  1705. 
ed  him  to  reconfider  his  negative,  and  to  approve  of  the 
choice.  This  was  out  of  character,  and  the  houfe  disho- 
noured therafelves  and  had  the  mortification  of  being  de- 
nied. This  year,  neither  of  the  perfons  were  chofe  of 
the  .council,  but  one  of  them,  Mr.  Oakes,  being  chofca 
N  foeaker  of  the  houfe,  upon  the  governor's  being  acquain- 
""Ked  therewith,  he  Signified  to  the  houfe  that  he  difap- 
proved  of  their  choice,  and  directed  them  to  proceed  to 
the  choice  of  another,  which  they  refufed  to  do.  It 
had  been  always  the  practice,  for  the  governor  to  give 
directions  to  the  two  houfes  to  proceed  to  the  choice  of 
councellors ;  but  the  difpute  about  the  fpeaker  prevent- 
ed it  at  this  time,  the  council  inferred  themfelves,  and 
the  queftion  being  put,  whether  it  was  in  the  governor's 
power,  by  virtue  of  the  charter,  to  refufe  the  election  of 
a  fpeaker  and  direct  the  choice  of  another,  they  deter- 
mined it  was  not,  and  immediately  joined  the  houfe  in 
electing  councellors.  The  next  day  the  governor  der 
clared,  that  he  looked  upon  it  to  be  her  majefty's  pre* 
rogative  to  allow  or  difallow  the  choice  of  a  fpeaker, 
but  he  would  not  delay  the  afTembly  by  difputes,  when 
the  affairs  of  the  war  -.vere  fo  preiling,  faving  to  her 
majefly  her  juft  rights  at  all  times. 

The  governor  had  it  in  fpecial  command  to  recom- 
mend three  things  to  the  afTembly  ;  the  rebuilding  the 
fort  at  Pemaquid  ;  the  contributing  to  a  fort  at  Pifcata- 
qua  ;  and  the  eftablilhing  honorable  falaries  for  the  go- 
vernor, lieutenant  governor  and  judges  of  the  courts. 
He  had  been  preffmg  thefe  things  from  his  firil  arrival, 
but  could  obtain  neither  of  them,  and  as  to  falaries,  they 
cot  only  refufed  fixing  a  falary,  but  allowed  him  only 
£.500  per  annum,  viz.  300  of  it  in  the  fpring  and  200 
in  the  fall.  To  the  lieutenant  governor  they  gave £.2 00 
annually,  as  lieut.  governor  and  captain  of  the  caftle ;  and 
although  it  was  more  than  any  lieut.  governor  has  re- 
ceived fmce,  yet  he  found  it  infufficient  to  fupport  him, 
5ad  this  year,  by  the  way  of  Liibon,  went  back  to  Eng- 

h  3,  few! 
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1705.  land  and  never  returned  to  the  province.  A  meffage 
from  the  houfe  this  year  to  the  governor,  though  not 
very  elegant,  fhews  the  fenfe  they  had  of  thefe  matters. 

"  May  it  pleafe  your  excellency,  • 

ft  TN  anfwer  to  thofe  parts  of  your  excellency's 
"  a  fpeech,  at  the  beginning  of  the  feffron,  referring 
<l  to  her  majefty's  directions  for  the  building  a  fort  at 
"  Pemaquid,  contributing  to  the  charge  of  a  fort  at 
"Pifcataqua,  and  fettling  of  falaries,  we  crave  leave  to  offer, 
"  Imprimis,  as  to  the  building  a  fort  at  Pemaquid, 
"  we  are  humbly  of  opinion,  that  her  majefty  hath  re- 
"  ceived  mifreprefentations  concerning  the  neceffny  and 

*  ufefulnefs  of  a  fort  there  ;  wherefore,  this  houfe,  in 
"  their  humble  addrefs  to  her  majefty,  datecl  the  27th  of 
"March  1703,   and   fmce  twice    repeated,  did   among 

*  other  things  lay  before  her  majefl  y  our  reafons  why  we 
"  could  not  comply  with  her  expectations  in  that  affair,  as 

"  First,  the  little  benefit  faid  fort  was  to  us,  not  be- 
ting, as  we  could  difcern,  any  bridle  to  the  enemy  or 
"  barrier  to  our  frontiers,  being  out  of  the  ufuai  road  of 
"  the  Indians  and  one  hundred  miles  diftant  from  any 
"  EngHfli  plantation;  and  feerred  only  to  make  an  an- 
"  chorage  for  a  few  fifhing  beats,  that  accidentally  put  in 
"  there  ;  but  the  expence  thereon  was  very  great,  not 
"  lefs  than  twenty  thoufand  pounds. 

."Secondly,  the  charge  of  the  faid  fort  will  be 
?  fuch  that  we  cannot  fee  how  the  province  can  pofiibly 
"  fuffain  it,  having  already  laid  out  feveral  large  fums  of 
u-  money  in  railing  new  fortifications  at  Caftle  liland,  &c. 
"which  was  fet  forth  in  the  addrefs  and  memorial  ac- 
"  companying  the  fame  ;  but  we  underftand  we  have 
"  been  fo  unhappy,  as  that  the  faid' addrefs  and  memo- 
"  rial  did  not  reach  her  majefty's  hands,  becaufeproceed- 
"  ing  from  this  houfe  alone,  although  the  addreiTing  her 
"  majefly  is  a  privilege  ever  allowed  to  the  meaneil  of  her 
"  fubjeefs.     We  did  therefore  at  our  feflion  in  February 

*  iaft  join  the  council,  in  making  our  humble  addrefs  to 

"  her 
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"  her  majefty  upon  the  affair  aforefaid,  which  we  hope, 
"  hath  fome  time  fince  arrived  to  her  majefty's  favora- 
u  ble  acceptance. 

"  Th  e  fecond  article  is  the  contributing  to  the  charge 

"  of  Pifcataqua  fort. The  fort  in  that  province  has 

"  been  built  feveral  years  paft,  when  it  was  not  defired  or 
"  thought  neceffary  that  this  province  fhould  aflift  them 
M  therein.  The  late  reforms  and  reparations  made  of 
"  the  fame,  as  we  have  been  informed,  (lands  that  whole 
"  province  about  the  fum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  which 
"  doth  not  amount  to  the  quota  of  feveral  particular 
"  towns,  within  this  province,  towards  the  charge  of  the 
u  war  one  year ;  and  all  the  navigation  and  trade  of  this 
"  province,  coming  down  Pifcataqua  river,  have  been 
"  charged  with  aconfiderableduty  towards  thefupport  of 
"  that  fort ;  and  this  province  hath  always  afforded  fuch 
"  guards  as  were  needful  for  their  haling  of  malls,  tim- 
"  ber,  &c.  for  her  majefty's  fervice,  whilft  the  principal 
11  benefit  and  advantage  of  the  trade  hath  accrued  to  that 
"  province.  And  they  have  never  contributed  any  thing 
"  to  the  charge  of  our  forces,  forts  and  garrifons,  or 
"  guard  by  fea,  that  are  as  great  a  fafety  and  defence  to 
"  them  as  to  ourfelves  ;  but  the  public  charge  of  that 
"  government  has  been  much  lefs  proportionably  than 
"  the  charge  of  this  ;  which  being  confidered  we  hope 
"  no  afTiftance  will  be  expected  from  us  towards  the 
M  charge  of  the  faid  fort. 

"  Thirdly,  as  to  the  fettling  fixed  falaries,  the  cir- 
"  cumftances  of  this  province,  as  to  our  ability  to  fupport 
"  the  government,  are  at  times  fo  different,  that  we  fear 
"  the  fettling  of  fixed  falaries  will  be  of  no  fervice  to 
"  her  majefty's  intereft,  bur  may  prove  prejudicial  to  her 
"  majefty's  good  fubje&s  here :  and  as  it  is  the  native 
li  privilege  and  right  of  Engiiih  fubjecls,  by  confent  of 
"  parliament,  from  time  to  time,  to  raife  and  difpofe  of 
li  fuch  fums  of  money,  as  the  prefent  exigency  of  aQairs 
"  calls  for;  which  privilege  we  her  majefty's  loyal  and 
"  dutiful  fubiefts  have  hitherto  lived  in  the  eniaymeiu 

JL  4  .  «-•  of, 
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*705-  *  of,  fo  we  hope  and  pray  always  to  enjoy  the  faint- 
"under  our  mofl  gracious  fovereign  and  her  fucceffors." 

The  governor  then  propofed  the  feveral  matters  to 
the  council. 

I  ft.  Whether   they  advifed   to  the  building  a  fort 

at  Pemaquid. 
2d.  Whether  they  advifed  to  a  contribution  towards 

the  charge  of  Pifcataqua  fort. 
3d.  Whether  they  advifed  to  the  fettling  a  fixed  falary 

for  the  governor  and  lieutenant  governor  for  the 

time  being. 
And  they  gave  a  negative  anfwer  to  each  gueftion. 

It  was  a  great  difappointmenr,  to  be  able  to  carry 
^either  of  thefe  point?,  which  the  miniflry  were  very 
much  fetupon,  and  which  it  is  not  improbable  they  were 
encouraged  might  be  obtained.  Had  they  been  matters 
lefs  unpopular,  yet  the  governor's  wejgbt,  at  this  time, 
^vould  have  been  fcarce  fufEcient  to  have  carried  them 
through.  The  prejudices  againft  him  were  great.  The 
people  in  general  looked  upon  him  as  an  enemy,  even 
to  the  privileges  of  the  new  charter.  Sir  Henry  Afliurfi 
procured  an  original  letter,  wrqte  by  the  governor's  fon 
Paul,  who  was  then  attorney -genera],  to  Mr.  Floyd,  and 
fent  it  to  New- England,  in  which  were  thefe  expreffions, 
*'  the  government  and  college  are  difpofed  of  here  in 
"  chimney  corners  and  private  meetings,  as  confidently  as 
c'can  be — this  country  will  never  be  worth  living  in  for 
"  lawyers  and  gentlemen,  till  the  charter  is  taken  away— - 
"  My  father  and  I  fometimes  talk  of  the  queen's  efta- 
f  blifhing  a  court  of  chancery  in  this  country.  I  have 
"  wrote  about  it  to  tylr.  Blatrrvyait."  Copies  were  dif- 
perfed  about  the  province^  and  the  letter  was  fo'on  after 
printed.  Mr.  Dudley  had  no  reft:  the  firft  feven  years  ; 
befides  the  oppofition  he  met  with  in  his  adminiflration, 
endeavors  were  nfing,  foon  after  his  arrival,  to  fupplanc 
Jumaapjd  his  enemies  prevailed  upon  Sir  Charles  Hobby, 

(whii' 
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(who  had  been  knighted  as  fome  faid  for  Fortitude  and  1703. 
refolution  at  the  time  of  the  earthquake  in  Jamaica, 
others  for  the  further  confideration  of  £800  fterling)  to 
go  to  England  and  follicit  for  the  government.  He  was 
recommended  to  Sir  H.  Aftiurft,  who  at  firfi  gave  encou- 
ragement of  fuccefs.  Hobby  was  a  gay  man,  a  free  liver 
and  of  very  different  behaviour  frqm  what  one  would 
have  expected  fhould  have  recommended  him  to  the 
clergy  of  New-£ngland  ;  and  yet,  fuch  is  the  force  of 
party  prejudice,  that  it  prevails  over  religion  itfelf,  and 
fome  of  the  moft  pious  minifters  flrongly  urged,  in  their 
letters,  that  he  might  be  appointed  their  governor  in- 
itead  of  Dudley  ;  for  which  Afhurft  himfelf,  after  his 
acquaintance  wjth  iiobby,  reproves  and  cenfures  them. 
The  governor,  this  year,  fent  Mr.  Livingflon, 
William  Dudley  the  governor's  fon,  and  two  or  three 
other  gentlemen,  to  Canada,  for  the  exchange  of  prifo- 
pers;  who  brought  back  with  them-  Mr.  Williams  the 
minifler  and  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Deerfield,  with 
other  captives.  Vaudreuil,  the  French  governor  fent  a 
commiffioner  to  Boflon,  with  propofals  of  neutrality, 
which  were  communicated  to  the  general  court,  who  did 
not  think  proper  to  take  any  fteps  towards  effe&ing  it. 
They  wifhed  and  hoped  inftead  of  a  neutrality  for  the 
reduction  of  Canada ;'  whereas  the  employment  given  to 
the  French  ftrength  in  Europe  might  well  caufe  Vau- 
dreuil to  fear  the  want  of  protection  and  difpofe  him  to 
fecure  himfelf  by  a  neutrality.  Dudley,  however,  kept 
the  matter  in  fufpence  with  Vaudreuil  for  fome  time, 
and  to  the  policy  of  his  negotiation  it  was  owing,  that 
the  people  upon  the  frontiers  enjoyed  remarkable  tran- 
quility, and  he  values  himfelf  upon  it  in  his  fpeech  to 
the  general  court.  Charlevoix  fays,  "  ic  was  evident 
"  Mr.  Dudley  had  no  intention  to  agree,  that  he  was  a 
"  long  time  in  treaty  and  at  length  declared  that  he 
?  could  come  to  no  agreement  without  the  cenfent  of 
"  the  other  Englifli  colonies ;  and  thereupon  Vaudreuil 
':-  aufed  hoftilities  to  be  renewed  againil  the  people  of 

*'  New* 
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"  New-England.  He  adds,  that  the  Canadians  were 
"  much  diffatisfied  with  their  governor,  for  fufFering  Mr. 
"  Dudley's  fon*  to  remain  fome  time  at  Quebec,  under 

*  pretence  of  fmifhing  the  treaty,  and  for  permitting  a 
"  New-England  brigantine  to  go  up  and  down  the  river."f 

Another  negotiation,  the  next  year,  had  a  lefs  defi- 
rable  effect.  William  Rowfe  was  fent  in  a  fmall  veffel, 
to  Nova-Scotia,  as  a  flag  of  truce.  He  tarried  there  a 
long  time,  and  brought  back  only  feventeen  prifoners. 
Being  fent  afecond  time,  he  brought  no  more  than  feven. 
Much  greater  numbers  were  expected,  confidering  the 
time  fpent  in  procuring  them.  Upon  his  lad  return,  it 
was  charged  upon  him,  that  inflead  of  employing  his  time 
in  redeeming  captives,  he  had  been  trading  with  the  ene- 
my and  fupplying  them  with  ammunition  and  other  flores 
of  war.  Rowfe,  upon  examination,  was  committed  to 
prifon.  Samuel  Vetch,  afterwards  Col.  Vetch,  and 
governor  of  Nova-Scotia  ;  John  Borland,  a  merchant  of 
note  in  Bolton,  and  Roger  Lawfon,  were  all  apprehend- 
ed and  examined,  and  bound  to  anfwer  at  the  fuperior 
court.  There  was  a  general  clamour  through  the  pro- 
vince ;  and  it  was  whifpered  about,  that  the  governor 
was  as  deeply  concerned  as  any  of  the  reft,  and  fuch  re- 
ports againfl  a  governor  as  eafily  obtain  credit,  with 
many,  without  grounds,  as  with.J  The  houfe  of  rcpre- 
fentatives  took  the  firft  opportunity  of  fatisfying  them- 
felves.  It  was  fuggefted  there,  that  the  fuperior  court 
had  no  cognizance  of  the  offence  ;  and  that  admitting 
Nova-Scotia  to  be  part  of  the  province,  yet  it  was  not 
within  the  bounds  of  any  county,  and  there  was  no  autho- 
rity, but  the  general  court,  that  could  punilh  it.    (The 

carrying 

#  Afterwards,  Col.  Dudley,  the  governor's  youngeft  Ton,  many 
years  a  member  of  the  houfe,  fpeaker,  and  then  of  the  council, 
defervedly  efteemed  and  conftantly  employed  in  the  moft  im- 
portant fervices  of  government. 

f  Thomas  Hinkley  Efq;  many  years  governor  of  Plimouth  coIo» 

ny  died  a«*  Barnftabie  aged  74. 
J  Tarn  fitti praviane  tsnax  yua??i  nuncia  vsri.     Virg. 
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carrying  the  goods  from  Boflon  and  the  confpiracy  there,  1706. 
were  not  confidered.)  Befides,  no  perfons  could  be  fup- 
pofed  to  have  the  public  intereff.  fo  much  at  heart,  and 
none  fo  like  to  fearch  to  the  bottom.  They  thereupon 
refolved,  that  the  fuperior  court  had  not  jurifdiftion, 
and  that  a  parliamentary  enquiry  was  neceflary  ;  and, 
in  imitation  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  they  framed  ar- 
ticles of  accufation  and  impeachment  againft  the  feveral 
perfons  apprehended,  for  traiterouily  fupplying  the 
queen's  enemies  &c.  Thefe  were  figned  by  the  fpea- 
ker,  and  fent  by  a  committee  to  the  council  (June  25) 
praying,"  that  fuch  proceedings,  examinations,  trials  and 
"judgments  may  be  had  and  ufed  upon  and  relating  to 
"  the  faid  perfons  as  is  agreeable  to  law  and  juflice ." 
It  was  expected  that  the  council  fhould  proceed,  as  the 
houfe  of  lords  do  upon  an  impeachment.  No  wonder 
the  council  did  not  immediately  proceed.  In  trying  a 
capital  offence  it  behoved  them  to  be  well  fatisfied  of 
their  jurifdiclion.  No  notice  is  taken  of  the  affair,  in 
the  council  books,  for  above  a  fortnight.  The  governor 
fat  every  day  in  council,  and  he  Hill  continued  the  prac- 
tice of  directing,  every  day,  upon  what  bufinefs  the 
council  fhould  proceed.  It  having  been  reported,  that 
the  houfe,  in  their  examination  of  the  prifoners,  enquir- 
ed how  far  the  governor  was  concerned ;  on  the  9th  of 
July  they  palfed  a  vote,  vindicating  themfelves  from  an 
afperfion  cad  upon  them,  as  having,  in  the  examination 
of  the  prifoners,  made  it  the  firft  queflion,  whether  the 
governor  was  not  concerned  with  them  in  the  Unlawful 
trade ;  wickedly  infinuating,  that  the  houfe  had  fufpicion 
thereof,  which  they  declared  to  be  utterly  falfe  ;  and 
they  thanked  his  excellency  for  his  utmoft  readinefs 
and  forwardnefs,  upon  all  occafions,  in  detecting  and 
difcouraging  all  fuch  illegal  trade  and  traders.  For  this 
the  governor  gave  them  thanks. 

Before  the  13th  of  July,  the  houfe  were  either 
convinced  that  the  form  of  proceeding  was  irregular,  or 
die  that  they  could  not  fupport  the  charge  of  high 

treafoi], 
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1706.  treafon,  and  ordered  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  for  inflicting 
pains  and  penalties ;  fome  moved  for  a  bill  of  attainder, 
but  the  court  being  near  rifing,  a  meflage  was  fent  to 
the  governor,  dcfiring  that  the  prifoners  charged  might 
be  kept  in  clofe  cuftody,  until  the  next  feflion,  in  order 
to  further  proceeding  againfl  them. 

At  the  next  feffion,  a  few  weeks  after,  the  perfons 
charged,  with  two  or  three  other,  accomplices  of  lefs 
note,  were  brought  upon  trial  before  the  whole  court ; 
the  governor's  fon,  Paul  Dudley,  the  queen's  attorney, 
fupporting  the  charge.  The  prifoners  were  heard  by 
council  in  their  defence.  The  court  pronounced  them 
ail  to  be  guilty,  and  then  proceeded  to  determine  their 
punifhment.  A  committee  of  the  two  houfes  reported 
a  fine  of  £.1000  on  Mr.  Borland  and  three  months  im- 
prifonment;  £.350  on  Roger  Lawfonand  three  months 
imprifonment;  £.400  on  Samuel  Vetch  and  one  year's 
imprifonment;  £.1000  on  William  Rowfe,  one  year's 
imprifonment  and  incapacity  of  fuftaining  any  office  of 
public  truft;  £100  on  John  Phil  lips,  jun.  and  one  year's 
imprifonment  j  and  £.100  on  Ebenezer  Coffin.  The 
houfe  accepted  this  report,  with  an  addition  to  Rowfe's 
punifhment,  that  he  fit  an  hour  upon  the  gallows  with  a 
rope  about  his  neck ;  but  the  board  difagreed  to  and  re- 
duced all  the  fines  except  Rowfe?s,  and  difagreed  to  the 
infamous  part  of  his  punifhment.  After  a  conference 
between  the  two  houfes,  they  fettled  the  penalties  as 
follows,  viz.  on  Vetch  a  fine  of  £.200;  Boiland  £.1 100  ; 
Lawfon  £.300  ;  Rowfe  £.1200  and  incapacity;  Phillips 
j£.ioo  ;  and  Coffin  £.60  :  all  to  fland  committed  until 
the  fines  and  cofls  of  profecution  were  paid  ;  and  fix  fe- 
perate  a£te  pafled  the  whole  court  for  thefe  purpofes. 
By  a  claufe  in  the  charter,  the  general  court  is  impower- 
ed  to  impofe  fines,  imprifonments  and  other  punifhments, 
and  in  confequence  of  this  claufe  the  proceeding  was 
thought  to  be  regular  ; ,  but  the  queen  did  not   think 
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fc,  and  thefc  a&s  were  di fallowed.*  The  governor  was  i7°& 
under  a  difadvantage,  any  obftru&ion  to  the  two  houfes 
would  have  been  improved  as  an  evidence  of  the  truth  of 
the  reports  of  his  .being  particep  criminls  ;  his  compli- 
ance did  not  fatisfy  the  people.  An  ill  impreffion  againft 
perfons  in  authority  is  not  eafily  effaced.   Several  perfons, 

fome 
*  "  At  the  court  atKenfmgton  the  24th  of  September  17  07,  Prefent 

«*  The  Queen's  mod  excellent  Majefty, 
"  His  Royal  Highnefs  Prince  George,  Lord  Archbifhop  of  Can- 
terbury, Loi'd  Chancellor,  Lord  Treafurer,-  Lord  Privy  Sea!, 
Lord  Steward,  Earl  of  Sunderland,   Earl  of  Berkeley,  Lord 
Bifhop  of  London,  Lord   Coning&y,  Mr.  Bertie,  Mr.  Vice- 
Chamberlain,   Lord  Chief  Juftice  Holt,  Lord   Chief  Juftice 
Trevor,  Sir  Charles  Hedges,   Mr,  Vernon. 
•«  Whereas  by  powers  granted  under  the  great  feal  of  England, 
to  the  governor  or  commander  in  chief  of  her  majefty 's  province 
of  Maflachufets-bay  in  New-England,  in  America,  the  governor, 
council  and  aflembly  of  that  province  are  authorized  and  im- 
powered  to  make,   conftitu'te  and  ordain  laws,  ftatutes  and  or- 
dinances for  the  public  peace,  welfare  and  good  government 
of  the  faid  province,  which  laws,  ftatutes  and  ordinances  are 
to  be  (as  near  as  conveniently  may  be)  agreeable  to  the  laws 
and  ftatutes  of  England,   and  to  be  tranfmitted  to  her  majefty 
for  her  royal  approbation  or  difallowance  of  them.     And  where- 
as, in  purfuance  of  faid  powers,  there  have  been  pafted  in  the 
faid  province,  the  7th  of  Auguft,  fix  acts,  intitled,  viz.  An  acl: 
for  the  punifhment  of  Samuel  Vetch,  Efq;  for  high  mifdernea* 
nor.     An  aft  for  the  punilhment  of  John  Borland,  merchant, 
for  high  mifdemeanor.     An  ad  for  the  punilhment  of  Roger 
Lawfon,   merchant,   for  high  mifdemeanor.     An  act  for  the 
punifhment  of  William  Roufe,  mariner,  late  commander  of  the 
iloop  Ann,  a  flag  of  truce  in  the  immediate  fervice  of  her  ma- 
jefty's  government  of  this  province,  for  high  mifdemeanor. 
An  acl  for  the  punifhment  of  John  Phillips,  jun.  for  high  mif- 
demeanor.    An  aft  for   the  punifhment  of  Ebenezer  Coffin, 
liiariner,    for  high   mifdemeanor.     The  faid  feveral  perfons 
above-mentioned   having   been  accufed  of  trading  with  the 
French  and  Indians   at  Nova- Scotia  ;  which  faid  feveral  acts5 
Having   been  perufcd  and   well  confidered  by  the  lords  com- 
riiiffione!  s  of  trade  and  plantations,    who  by  their  report,  this 
day  read  at  the  board,  humbly  reprelent  their  opinion,  that 
the  f*id  acts  are  not  fit  for  her  majefty's  royal  approbation, 
the  crimes  in  the  faid  feveral  acts  mentioned  being  in  no  wife 
cognizable  before  the  general  aflembly  there,  in  regard  they 
hsivi  no  power  to  proceed  againft  criminals,  fuch  proceedings 

being 
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1706,  fome  in  Boflon,   the  mod  in  London,  figned   a  peti- 
tion, J  full  of   inve&ives  againft  the  governor,  which 

was 
being  left  to  the  courts  of  law  there  ;  in  which  they  may  beft 
be  carried  on  by  the  ordinary  rules  and  known  methods  of 
juftice.  Her  majefty  taking  the  fame  into  confideration  and 
approving  of  the  faid  report,  is  graciouily  pleafed,  with  the 
advice  of  her  privy  council,  hereby  to  declare  her  royal  disap- 
probation and  difalJowance  of  the  faid  ads  ;  and  purfuant  to 
her  majefty's  pleafure  thereupon,  the  faid  acts  are  hereby  re- 
pealed and  declared  void  and  of  no  effect.  And  her  majefty  h 
further  pleafed  to  order,  and  it  is  accordingly  hereby  ordered, 
that  the  fines  impofed  upon  the  faid  Samuel  Vetch,  John  Bor- 
land, Roger  Lawfon,  William  Roufe,  Ebenezer  Coffin  and  John 
Phillips,  by  virtue  of  the  afore-mentioned  acts,  be  reftored  and 
paid  back  to  them,  they  firft  giving  fufficient  furety,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  value  of  the  refpective  fines,  to  ftand  a  new  legal 
trial  at  law,  if  they  ihould  be  profecuted  within  a  year  after 
their  entering  into  fuch  fecurity  ;  but  in  cafe  they  be  not  pro- 
fecuted within  the  term  of  one  year,  for  the  crimes  mentioned 
in  the  faid  acts,  that  the  faid  fecurities  be  void.  And  the  go- 
vernor or  commander  in  chief  of  her  majefty's  faid  province  of 
New-England,  and  all  others  whom  it  may  concern,  are  to 
take  notice  of  this  her  majefty's  pleafure,  and  yield  all  due  obe- 
dience hereunto  accordingly.  Edward  Southwell." 
The  power  of  making  laws  feems  to  be  underftood,  by  the  lords 
of  trade,  to  be  founded  upon  the  commiflion  to  the  governor. 
Perhaps  a  form  ufed  in  allowing  or  difallowing  acts  of  the  royal 
governments,  without  confidering  the  charter,  was  taken  up 
for  the  MafTachufets. 

f   "  To  the  Queen's  moft  excellent  Majefty. 
*'  The  humble  petition  of  your  majefty's  moft  loyal  fubjects, 
inhabitants    in  your    majefty's  dominions    in  America   or 
trading  thereto,    fheweth, 

•*  That  Col.  Jofeph  Dudley,  whofe  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  pro- 
ceedings had  expofed  him  to  the  juft  refentments  of  his  country- 
men before  the  happy  revolution,  hath  been  neverthelefs  fo 
fortunate  as  to  obtain  the  government  of  the  MafTachufets 
colony  in  New-England. 

•*  That  your  petitioners  are  certainly  informed  of  divers  unheard 
of  corruptions  and  oppreffions,  and  unjuft  and  partial  practices 
of  the  faid  Dudley,  on  which  they  might  ground  many  com- 
plaints againft  him  ;  but  they  are  fo  fenfible  of  the  imminent 
clanger  which  threatens  your  majefty's  fubjects  in  this  and  the 
neighbouring  colonies,  through  his  male  adminiftration,  that 
they  at  this  time  beg  leave  humbly  and  fingly  to  reprefent  to 
your  majefty,  That 
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was  prefented    to   the  queen.     Upon   information   of  1706, 

this  petition,  the  council  and   houfe  of  reprefentatives 

patted  votes  declaring  their  fenfe  of  the  injury  done  the 

governor 

u  That  the  faid  Dudley  hath  countenanced  a  private  trade  and 
correfpondence  with  your  majefty's  enemies,  the  French  of 
Canada  and  the  Indians  which  are  in  their  intereft,  and  furnifh- 
ing  them  with  ammunition  and  provifions. 

**  That  the  perfons,  managing  the  faid  correfpondence,  pretended 
a  voyage  to  Newfoundland,  and  being  accufed  of  high  trcafoa 
by  the  general  aflembly  of  New-England,  the  faid  governor, 
by  his  intereft  and  power,  delayed  their  profecution  till  the 
ammunition  he  had  furnifhed  the  enemy  was  ufed  by  them  to 
the  deftruction  of  your  majefty's  good  fubjeets,  and  that  colony 
thereby  put  to  thirty  thoufand  pounds  charge. 

w  That  many  of  the  beft  and  moft  prudent  members  of  the  lower 
houfe  of  reprefentatives  being  tired  with  his  delays,  and  neceffi- 
tated  to  go  home  and  defend  their  plantations  from  the  enemy, 
he  prevailed  with  thofe  that  remained,  who  were  fcarce  a 
number  to  make  a  houfe,  that  the  accufation  againft  his  agent* 
fhould  be  changed  from  treafon  to  mifdemeanor ;  and  they 
being  convicted,  he  laboured  to  mitigate  their  fines;  all  which 
wa3  fo  apparent  to  the  people  of  New-England,  that  they 
threatened  to  pull   down  his  houfe. 

"  That  he  had  the  confidence,  neverthelefs,  to  apply  to  the  general 
aifembly  for  an  addrefs  to  your  majefty  in  his  favor ;  but  this 
application  was  received  with  a  general  murmur  and  contempt, 
and  nothing  done  therein.  And  although  he  hath  fince  en- 
deavoured to  obtain  your  majefty's  good  opinion,  by  collectings 
a  number  of  names,  of  perfons  under  his  command  and  influ-. 
ence,  to  give  him  a  character,  your  petitioners,  who  apprehend 
their  wives,  families  and  eftates  to  be  in  imminent  danger, 
under  fuch  a  governor,  do  therefore  humbly  pray,  that  faid 
Dudley  may  be  fpeedily  removed,  and  that  your  majefty  would 
be  pleafed  to  give  fuch  directions  thereupon,  as  to  your  ma- 
jefty's great  wifdom  fhall  feem  meet,  and  your  petitioners  as  in 
duty  bound  fhall  ever  pray.  Nath,  Higginfon,    William 

Partridge,   Steph.  Mafon,  John  Cawley,   Thom.  Taylor, 
B.  Wright,   Richard   Partridge,   Thomas  Allen,    Joieph 
Bifhop,  Hugh  Muflbn,  Alex.  Holmes,  Michael  Wilfon,  John 
Burridge,  Will.  Wharton,  John  Hincks,  Thomas  Newton, 
John  Morton,  J.  Wright,  Francis  Clark,  Jn°  Bulfinch. 
•'  Read  before  the  queen  in  council,  at  Kenfmgton,Nthe  iothof 
June,  and  ordered  to  be  heard,  at  Windfor,  the  28th  of  the 
fame  month,  before  her  majefty  in  council." 

Stephen  Mafon  was  appointed  one  of  the  affiftants  or  councellors 
by  the  charter. 
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1706.  governor  by  the  perfons  figning  this  petition  or  addrefs.j 
Mr.  Higginfon,  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  petitioners, 
Was  originally  of  New  England  and  educated  at  Harvard 
college,  afterwards  he  travelled  to  the  Eaft-Indies,  and 
upon  his  return  became  i  merchant  in  London,  was  a 
member  of  the  corporation  for  propagating  the  gofpel 
among  the  Indians  of  New-England  &c.  and  had  fo  good 
intereft,  thatfome  perfons  of  note  by  their  letters,  fignified 
that  they  thought  the  two  houfes  impolitic  in  the  fe- 
rerity  of  their  expreffions,  which,  from  being  their  friend, 
might  at  leaft  caufe  him  to  become  cool  and  indifferent. 

Besides 
\  "  Upon  reading  the  copy  of  an  addrefs  to  her  majefty  againft 
his  excellency,  our  prefent  governor,  figned  Nath.  Higginfon, &c. 
Voted,  that  we  firmly  believe  and  are.  of  opinion,  that  the  alle- 
gations therein,  of  the  governor's  trading  or  allowing  a  trade 
■with  her  majefty's  enemies  the  French  and  Indians  in  their  in- 
tereft, is  a  fcandalous  and  wicked  accufation  ;  the  contrary 
being  always  apparent  to  all  her  majefty's  good  fubje&s  under 
his  government,  more  efpecially  to  this  board,  and  in  particu- 
lar, to  the  general  officers  attending  his  excellency,  as  the  fecre- 
tary  and  commiffary  general ;  his  negotiations  and  letters  with; 
the  agents  or  mefTengers  from  the  French  governor  or  com- 
manders of  the  neighbourhood,  being,  from  time  to  time,  laid 
before  the  council  and  the  affembly,  when  they  have  been  fit- 
ting, and  are  fenfible  of  his  indefatigable  care  and  protection  of 
his  majefty's  good  fubjects.  PafTed  unanimously. "Council record:. 
*'  A  vote  pafTed  in  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  and  fent  up,  being 
in  the  words  following — Upon  reading  the  addrefs  offered  to 
her  majefty  againft  his  excellency  our  prefent  governor,  figned 
Nath.  Higginfon;  &c.  Voted,  that  we  firmly  believe  and  are  of 
opinion,  that  the  allegations  therein,  of  the  governor's  trading 
or  allowing  Vetch,  Borland  and  Lawfon  to  trade  with  her  ma- 
jefty's enemies  the  French  and  the  Indians,  in  their  intereft,  r. 
a  fcandalous  and  wicked  accufation."  Idem. 
'the  vote  of  council  was  unanimous,  but  Samuel  SewaD,  long 
known  by  his  title,  Judge  Sewall,  being  in  intimate  friendship 
with  fome,  who  at  that  time  had  a  very  bad  opinion  of  the 
governor,  was  either  influenced  by  them  and  perfuaded  he  had 
gone  too  far  in  giving  his  affent  to  this  vote,  or  for  fome  other 
feafons,  was  fo  diflatisfied  with  his  conduct,  that  he  could  not 
be  eafy,  without  declaring  his  dhTatisfa&ion  and  protefting  or 
remonftrating  againft  his  own  conduct.  The  original  paper 
which  he  feat  to  one  of  taofe  friends  is  ft  ill  p  refer  ved. 

««  Ttefda?, 
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Besides  this  petition, a  pamphlet  from  New-England  1706* 
appeared,  about  the  fame  time  in  London,  charging  the 
governor  with  treafonable  correfpondence*  and  it  was 
expe&ed,  that  his  enemies  would  prevail.  Mr.  Povey 
Wrote  to  him  from  London,  that  he  mufl  prepare  to  re- 
ceive the  news  of  being  fuperfeded  j  f  but  he  was  fo 

Vol.  IL  M  fortunate, 

"  Tuefday,  November  23d,  1707. 

«*  The  reafons  of  my  withdrawing  my  vote  from  what  was  pafled 
in  council,  upon  Saturday  November  the  fir  ft,  relating  to  an 
addrefs  offered    to  her  majefty,  (igned,    Nath*  Higginfon,  &c. 

*'  Becaufe  my  motion,  for  leaving  the  confideration  of  it  till  the 
Monday  following*  was  not  admitted,  and  it  was  entered  upon 
and  patted  about  noon,  in  a  very  fhort  time,  being  a  matter  of 
great  concernment  to  our  liege  lady  queen  Anne,  to  the  pro- 
vince, to  his  excellency  our  governor  and  to  the  council  and 
reprefenutives.  The  governor's  perfonal  intereft  was  much 
in  it,  and  therefore,  I  humbly  conceive,  the  vote  ought  to 
have  beeu  debated  and  framed  by  the  members  of  council,  apart 
by  themfelves,  in  the  abfence  of  the  governor. 

*•  The  words  firtnly  believe,  and  always  apparent,  were  never 
pleafmg  to  me  ;  and  now,  I  do  not  firmly  believe  that  the 
governor  did  no  way  allow  Mr.  Borland  and  Capt.  Vetch  their 
trading  voyage  to  her  majefty's  enemies  the  French.  Qui  non 
vetat  peccare,  ciintpojfit,jubet.  Not  that  I  fufpect  the  governor  v 
defigned  to  hurt  the  province,  but  to  graiify  grateful  merchants. 
And  I  readily  and  thankfully  acknowledge  the  governor's  or- 
ders, for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  to  be  truly  excellent,  both 
refpecYtng  the  fuitablenefs  of  the  orders  themfelves  and  the 
quicknefs  of  their  difpatch  ;  and  I  blcfs  God  for  the  fuccefs 
that  has  attended  them. 

et  I  have  been  acquainted  with  Mr.  Nath.  Higginfon  thefe  40 
years,  and  I  cannot  judge  the  offering  this  addrefs  to  her  ma- 
jefty to  be,  in  him,  a  fcandalous  and  wicked  accufation,  until  i 
know  his  inducements ;  and  I  fear  this  cenfure  may  be  of  ill 
confequence  to  the  province  in  time  to  come,  by  difcouraging 
perfons  of  worth  and  probity,  to  venture  in  appearing  for  them, 
though  the  neeefiity  inould  be  never  fo  great. 

Samuel  Sewall." 

f  Sir  William  Afhurft  writes,  *«  London,  May  10.  1707.  As  td 
Mr.  Dudley,  though  he  may  meet  with  fome  with  you  that 
will  facrifice  their  country  and  confeiences  to  his  intereft,  1  can 
allure  you  he  will  not  meet  with  any  fuch  here.  I  doubt  not* 
but  in  a  little  time  he  will  be  iucceeded  by  a  more  worth/ 
psrfon,  aadthe  country  freed  from  bis  oppre^Son*," 
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1706.  fortunate,  as  either  to  convince  the  queen  and  her  mini- 
flers  of  his  innocence,  or  by  fome  other  means  to  lay  the 
florm  which  had  been  raifed  againit  him.  The  charge 
of  fupplying  the  enemy  with  ammunition  is  incredible* 
Thole  perfons  who  were  convicted,  had  he  been  an 
accomplice,  would  have  difcovered  him.  He  left  them 
to  furTer  fuch  punifhment  as  the  court  thought  proper 
to  inflicX.  There  was  no  certainty  that  the  a&s  would 
be  repealed  and,  after  they  were  repealed,  fome  re- 
mained long  in  prifon ;  Roufe  lay  there  1 8  months, 
unable  to  find  fecurity.  The  whole  that  appeared  up- 
on the  trial,  was  an  invoice  of  loom,  of  nails,  which,  at 
the  requeft  of  the  governor  of  Port- royal, -Mr.  Dudley 
allowed  to  be  fhipped.  This  was  foundation  enough, 
though  in  no  degree  criminal,  to  give  rife  to  all  the 
calumny.  It  is  not  improbable,  from  the  remonftrance 
of  Mr.  Sewall,  who  was  a  perfon  of  great  integrity,  that 
connivance  might  be  (hewn  of  fome  fupplies  of  merchan- 
dize, and  that  this  indulgence  might  be  abufed  to  the 
fupply  of  powder,  (hot,  &c.  contrary  to  the  governor's 
mind.  It  was  the  general  opinion,  that,  without  thefe  fup- 
plies, the  French  could  not  have  proceeded  in  their  ex- 
pedition again  ft  Newfoundland,  where  the  harbours  ihis 
year  were  much  fpoiled,  and  great  lofs  and  damage  was 
fuflained,  not  by  the  Europeans  only,  but  by  the  New- 
Englanders,  who  had  then  large  commerce  there.* 

That 

*  There  were  fome  who  fuppofed  this  affair  to  be  brought,  by 
the  governor's  influence,  before  the  general  court  to  prevent  its 
being  carried  into  the  common  law  courts,  where  the  trial 
would  have  been  public,  and  where  he  could  not  have  fet  limits 
to  the  enquiry.  If  this  was  the  cafe,  it  {hews  that  he  was  no 
contemptible  politician,  for  they  who  were  the  mod  difaffec"ted 
to  him,  in  the  general  court,  were  the  mod  zealous  for  taking 
cognizance  of  it. 

,*•  The  whole  affair  of  thofe  grateful  merchants  will  by  degrees 
be  brought  to  light,  yea  it  is  already  fo,  and  the  communica- 
tions between  Roxbury  and  the  prifon  are  difcovered,  will  be 
publifhed  on  the  houfe  top,  and  fome  fear  'twill  be  found  minor 
fuit  ipfa  infamia  viro.     A  trial  of  that  nature  by  the  general 

affembly 
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That  I  might  finifn  what  relates  to  this  profecution,  170& 
which  was  a  fubjeS  of  converfation  for  many  years  after* 
I  have  been  led  a  year  or  two  forward*  I  meet  with  no 
remarkable  devaftations  by  the  enemy  in  1705,  but,  in 
April  1706,  they  renewed  their  inroads  and  murdered 
eight  or  ten  people,  in  one  houfe,  at  Oyfter  riven, 
There  was  a  garrifoa  houfe  near,  where  the  women  of 
the  neighbourhood  had  retreated,  their  hufbands  being 
abroad  at  their  labour,  or  abfent  upon  other  occafions* 
This  houfe  being  attacked,  the  women  put  on  their 
hufbands  hats  and  jackets,  and  let  their  hair  loofe>  to 
make  the  appearance  of  men;  and  firing  briildy  from 
the  flankartS)  faved  the  houfe  and  caufed  the  enemy  to 
retreati 

Co  Li  Schuyler  gave  intelligence  of  270  men  having 
marched  from  the  frontiers  of  Canada,  which  was  an 
alarm  to  all  the  frontiers  of  New-England;  for  it  was 
uncertain  upon  which  part  they  would  fill*  They  made 
their  firil  appearance  upon  Merrimack  river*  about  Dun- 
liable,  furprized  and  burned  a  garrifon  houfe  there,  in 
which  20  fokliers  were  potted,  and  did  other  mifchief. 
Five  of  rheir  Indians,  probably  from  the  fame  party* 
ventured  down  as  far  as  Reading,  about  15  or  18  miles 
from  Boftori,  furprized  a  poor  woman,  who  had  eighc 
children  with  her  in  a  lone  cottage,  killed  the  woman 
and  three  of  the  children  and  carried  away  the  reftj 
but  the  diflant  inhabitants  were  alarmed  time  enough 
to  overtake  them  in  their  retreat,  and  recovered  three  of 
the  children.  Chelmsford,  Sudbury,  Groton,  Exeter* 
Dover  and  other  plantations  had  more  or  lefs  of  their 
people  killed  or  taken  -f  fome  of  the  latter  they  murdered    , 

M  2  before 

affembly  is  a  thing  which  you  had  always  decried  with  the 
greateft  abhorrence  ;  yet  you  permitted  it,  yet  you  promoted 
it,  yet  you  managed  it  when  a  perfonal  advantage  might  come 
out  of  it.  The  people  were  enfnared,  the  country  endangered.'* 
C.  Mather's  letter  to  Dudley,  Jan.  20.  1 767. 
A  final!  turn  (£.600)  was  collected  in  the  churches  this  year  afict 
lent  for  the  relief  of  fuch^of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  St.  Chnfte* 
pliers  as  hid  beea  dlftvefkd  by  the  enemf. 
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1706.  before  they  could  reach  Canada,  others  very  narrowly 
efcaping.  A  poor  woman,  Rebekah  Taylor,  after  the 
mifery  of  a  long  travel  to  St.  Lawrence  river,  near 
to  iMontreal,  having  offended  her  Indian  matter,  he  took 
off  his  belt  and  fattened  one  end  of  it  round  her  neck 
and  threw  the  other  over  the  limb  of  a  tree  ;  but  the 
weight  of  her  body  broke  the  limb.  He  was  making  a 
fecond  attempt,  when  the  noted  Bomazeen  came  by  and 
rc(c\iGd  her.  In  their  march,  their  hunting  failing,  they 
were  kindling  a  fire  to  road  a  child  of  one  Hannah 
Parfons,  when  a  flrange  dog,  falling  in  their  way,  fup- 
plied  the  child's  place.  A  Groton  foldier,  Samuel  Butter- 
field,  defended  himfelf  bravely  and  killed  one  of  their 
chiefs.  This  occafioned  a  difpute  about  the  kind  of 
punifhmenr,  fome  being  for  burning  alive,  others  for 
whipping  to  death.  It  was  left  to  the  dead  man's  wi- 
dow to  determine  it.  She  told  them,  that,  if  killing  the 
prifoner  would  bring  her  hufband  to  life,  (he  cared  nor 
what  kind  of  death  he  fuffered,  but,  if  not,  fhe  defired 
to  have  him  for  a  Have,  and  her  requefl  was  granted. 

It  appears,  by  the  French  accounts,  that  the  Indians 
themfelves  were  tired  of  the  war,  and  with  great  difficulty 
were  prevailed  upon  to  continue  it.  To  encourage  them,  a 
noted  chief,  dreaded  by  the  Englifh  upon  the  frontiers, 
from  the  report  of  his  cruelties,  Nefcambouit,  was  about 
this  time  fent  by  M.Vaudreuil  to  France,  to  receive  his  re- 
ward from  the  king  himfelf.  Upon  his  appearance  at 
court,he  held  out  his  arm  and  bragged, that  with  that  arm 
he  had  ilain  150  of  his  majeflies  enemies.  The  king  was 
fo  much  pleafed,  that,  as  was  then  reported,  he  knighted 
him  and  fettled  a  penfion  of  eight  livres  per  day  for  life. 

Charlevoix  attributes  the  diftrefs  of  the  New- 
Englanders  to  their  refufal  of  a  neutrality,  "  the  Abe- 
"  nakis  continued  to  lay  New-England  defolate;  Mr. 
*  Dudley  either  being  unwilling  or  afraid  to  accept  the 
u  neutrality  which  had  been  propofed  for  that  province. 
"  He  was  much  affected  with  the  cries  of  the  inhabitants, 
.*  who  were  no  longer  able  to  improve  their  lands,  which 

"  were 
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"  were  continually  ravaged  by  the  Indians,  and  he  thought  1707. 
"  the  only  way  to  put  an  end  to  this  diflrefs  was  to  ex- 
"  tirpate  the  French  from  Acadie." 

Dudley  depended  upon  the  French  being  extirpated 
from  Canada,  as  well  as  Acadie,  otherwife  he  would 
have  been  glad  of  a  neutrality,  if  he  could  have  had  the 
queen's  leave  to  agree  to  it.  It  was  known,  that  an  ar- 
mament was  intended,  this  year,  from  England  againft 
the  French,  either  in  Canada  or  Acadie,  or  both.  Troops 
were  actually  deftined  for  this  fervice,  and  general  Macr 
cartney  was  to  have  commanded ;  but  the  battle  of  Al- 
manza,  in  Spain,  made  fuchan  alteration  in  aftairs,  that  the 
troops  could  not  be  fpared,  and  the  expedition  was  laid 
afide.  The  MaiTachufets  would  have  been  ready  with 
the  forces  expected  from  them ;  and  it  was  determined, 
early  in  the  fpring,  that  fuch  a  number  of  men  fhould  be 
raifed,  as  might  be  fufficient  for  the  reduction  of  Aca- 
die, although  no  aflillance  came  from  England.  At  lead, 
the  other  parts  of  Nova-Scotia  might  be  ravaged  ;  but 
for  Port»royal,  it  was  doubted  whether  it  could  be  fub* 
dued  :  However,  the  fortrefs  there  was  "  to  be  infulted, 
if  by  a  council  tif  war  upon  the  place  it  (hould  be  found 
practicable." 

Onc  thoufand  men,  it  was  refolved  mould  be  raifed, 
in  the  MaiTachufets,  and  propofals  were  made  to  New- 
Hamplhire,  Connecticut  and  Rhode-Iiland  to  join.  Con- 
necticut declined.  The  other  two  governments  affiHed, 
and  Mr.  Dudley,  in  his  fpeech  to  the  affembly,  acknow- 
ledges that  he  had  received  a  very  honorable  affiftance 
from  Rhode-Eland,  and  a  proper  force  from  New- 
Hampffiire.  The  naval  force  was  barely  fufficient  for 
convoy,  there  being  only  the  Deptford  man  of  war,Capt, 
Stukeley,  and  the  province  galley,  Capt.  Southack.  The 
command  of  the  land  forces  was  given  to  Col.  March, 
who  had  behaved  well  at  Cafco  fort  and  upon  fome 
Other  occafions  ;  but  had  never  been  tried  in  any  fervice 
where  other  talents,  befides  meer  natural  bravery,  were 
Heceflary.     The  fleet  failed,  from  Bolton,,  the  13th  of 

M  3  'May, 
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1707.  May,  and  arrived,  the  26th,  at  Port-royal.  March  im- 
mediately landed,  with  700  men,  on  the  harbour  fide;  * 
Col.  Appleton,  with  300  men,  landing  on  the  other  fide, 
The  next  day,  as  March  with  his  men  were  advancing 
towards  the  fort,  they  difcovered  about  200  of  the  ene- 
my, with  Subercas,  the  governor,  at  their  head,  near  the 
top  of  a  hill.  A  fhort  fkirmim  f  enfued,  and  Subercas 
had  his  horfe  killed  under  him  ;  but  the  numbers  be- 
ing very  unequal,  the  French  foon  retreated,  leaving  two 
of  their  number  killed,  and  having  wounded  three  of 
the  Engl iih.  On  the  29th,  Appleton  and  his  300  men 
were  attacked  by  a  body  of  Indians,  joined  by  about 
60  Canadians  who  had 'arrived,  juft  before,  to  man  a  pri« 
vateer  which  lay  in  the  harbour.  They  killed  two  of 
the  Englifn,  and  then  retreated.  All  the  inhabitants 
forfook  their  hoafes  and  retired  to  the  fort,  which  was 
well  garrifoned.  They  made  a  continual  fire,  with  can- 
non and  mortars,  upon  the  Englifh  camp';  but  wanted 
fkilfu!  engineers  ;  very  few  of  their  fhells  falling  fo  as 
to  be  any  annoyance.  The  Indians,  upon  every  quar-> 
ter  fkulking  about,  fhot  down  every  man,  who  ventured 
without  the  camp.  It  is  evident  that  our  forces  were 
very  diffident  of  fuccefs,  from  their  firfl  landing  ;  ancj 
the  army  would  in  a  great  meafure  have  faved  their  re- 
putation,  if,  in  conformity  to  the  vote  of  the  court  for 
engaging  in  the  expedition,  they  had,  at  a  council  of  war, 
determined  not  to  attack  the  fort,  and  proceeded  to  ra^ 
vage  the  country.  Some  intelligence,  which  they  had 
received  of  the  difpofition  of  great  part  of  the  garrifon 
to  revolt,  feems  to  have  encouraged  them,  more  than 
any  hopes  they  had  of  being  able  to  reduce  the  place, 
by  a  regular  fiege  or  fudden  attack.  The  13th  of 
May,  at  a  council  of  war,  it  was  agreed,  "  that  the  ene- 
my's well  difciplined  garrifon   in  a  ftrong  fort,  was  more 

than 

*  Charlevoix  fays,  they  had  24  ve/Tels,  the  largeft  of  $0  guns  \ 
and  that  they  landed  1 500  men  op  the  hdt  v/heie  ths  ibft  was, 
and  50-j  on  the  other  Tide. 

j    j&l  -,:  ■■■■■':•.■'.    y.i.     Ckarlevoi:^ 
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than  a  match  for  our  raw  undifciplined  army."  They  1797* 
opened  their  trenches,  notwithstanding,  and,  in  three  or 
four  days,  they  had  made  fome  breaches,  and  deter* 
mined  upon  a  general  affault  ;  but,  advancing  towards 
the  fort  and  finding  nodeferters  come  over,  they  altered 
their  minds,  and.  the  6th  or  7th  of  June,  the  whole  ar< 
my  were  re-embarked.  Col.  Redknap  (the  engineer)  and 
Col.  Appleton  went  to  Bofton  for  further  orders  ;  the 
reft:  of  the  army  to  Cafco-bay.*  A  great  clamour  was 
raifed  at  Bofton  againft  March  and  Wainwright,  and 
letters  were  fent  them  from  thence,  fome  anonymous, 
vilifying  them  as  cowards  and  deferving  the  gallows. 
Thay  charged  Appleton  with  being  the  firft  for  decam- 
ping, but  own  it  would  have  been  to  no  good  purpofe 
to  have  remained  j  as  there  was  no  profpeel  of  carrying 
the  fort.  Captain  Stukeley,  of  the  Deptford,  gave  aa 
account  of  the  ftrength  of  the  place,  and  added,  that 
he  hoped  iht/igbting  men  at  Bofton,  who  had  wrote 
fo  many  fcurrilous,  vilifying  letters,  without  names, 
would  be  fatisfied,  that  regular,  well  fortified  and  well 
defended,  forts  are  not  to  be  taken  by  raw  men  ;  and 
he  was  very  Certain,  that  1500  of  the  bed  of  them 
would  come  back  again  as    the  army  had  done, 

Mr.  Dudley,  notwithstanding  the  diffidence  expreffed, 
thought  of  nothing  fhort  of  the  reduction  of  Port-royal, 
from  the  beginning  ;  and  after  fo  great  expence,  in 
railing  fuch  an  armed  force,  and  fo  little  diminution 
of  it,  he  was  Joth  to  give  over  the  defign,  and  fent 
immediate  orders  for  the  forces  to  remain  where  they 
were,  whilft  he  confidered  of  further  meafures.    March 

M  4  was 

*  "  The  ignorance,  idlenefs  and  ilothfulnefs  of  fome  of  our  officers, 
make  things  go  on  not  fo  fmooth  as  defired  ;  and  by  the  difb- 
bedience  of  private  foidiers,  we  loft  two  men  this  day  in  our  very 
fight,  fcalped  and  mangled  by  the  Indians.  Thefe  and  fome 
other  difficulties  caufed  the  refill t  of  a  council  of  war,  this  day 
aifembled,  which  I  herewith  fend.  The  commander  in  chief 
will  make  a  general  ravage  of  the  country  and  fea  coaft,  which 
will  be  all  we  fh  ill  do  '  at  this  time,"  lVijlia?n  Dvdisy  fa 
Q((V..  Qudley,  31  May  1707. 
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1707,  was  beloved  by  the  foldiers  ;  befides,  his  courage  veaa 
not  SuSpected,  altho'  his  capacity  for  a  general  was  called 
in  queftion.  It  was  not,  therefore,  ■  thought  proper 
to  recall  him ;  to  appoint  a  general  officer  over  him, 
would  be  as  exceptionable.  An  expedient  was  pitched 
upon,  fuggefled  perhaps  by  the  practice  of  the  Dutch. 
Three  gentlemen  of  the  council  were  to  be  fent  to  the 
army,  with  as  full  powers  to  Superintend  and  direct  the 
proceedings  as  the  governor  himfelf  would  have  had 
if  prefent  in  perfon.  Col.  Hutch  in  fori,  Col.  Townfend 
and  Mr.  Leverett  were  pitched  upon  for  this  purpoSe. 
They  embarked  the  middle  of  July  in  Capt.  Gerrifh, 
with  about  100  recruus  and  Severaldeferters,  who  had 
left  the  army  at  Cafco.*  Upon  their  arrival,  they  found 
parties  formed,  among  officers  and  men,  no  fubordination, 
a  coldnefs  in  the  officers,  and  an  averfion  in  the 
privates,  to  a  return  to  the  ground  they  had  left.  But, 
it  feems,  the  governor  had  made  a  point  of  it,  that,  at 
all  events,  the  army  fliould  go  back.f 

I  find  a  round  robin  among  Col.  Hutchinfon's  papers, 
figned  by  a  great  number,  peremptorily  refufmg  to  go 
to  Port-royal  ;  but  the  ringleaders  being  discovered  and 
fecured,  whilft  their  Sentence  was  under  consideration, 
the  red:  humbled  themfelves  and  Submitted,  and  the 
fhips  of  war  and  tranfports  Sailed.  They  flopped  at 
Paffimaquadi,  about  the  7th  of  Auguft     March's  Spirits 

were 

*  They  were  not  chofen  by  the  afTembly,  but  to  keep  the  power, 
as  far  as  he  could,  in  his  own  hands  and  at  the  fame  time  ob- 
tain a  grant  for  or  acquiefcence  in  the  expence,  the  governor, 
in  this  and  other  inftances,  pitched  upon  fuch  perfons  as  he 
knew  would  be  acceptable.  Hutchinfon  and  Townfend  were 
popular  men,  and  Leverett  had  been  fpeaker  of  the  houfe. 

j-  We  have  fo  little  profpe£t  of  any  fervice  from  the  marine,  after 
we  have  taken  the  ground,  that,  for  the  keeping  it,  we  rouft 
have  dependence  upon  our  other  force,  being  only  743  officers 
and  foldiers,  fick  and  well  ;  and  they  are  fo  extremely  difpirited, 
that  we  cannot  look  upon  them  equal  to  300  effective  men. 
However,  we  have  your  excellency's  commands,  which  we 
yield  an  abfolute  obedience  to  and   fhall  proceed." 

C&L  Hutchinfon  s  let.  to  Gov,  Dudley }  CoJcq  26th  July  1 707* 


MASSACHUSETS-BAY.         i6> 

were  broke  and  his  health  affe&ed,  fo  that,  when  the  1707. 
difpofuion  was  making  for  landing  the  army,  he  declared 
himfelf  incapable  of  acting  and  the  command  was  given 
to  Wainwright,  the  next  officer.  The  1  oth  of  Auguft 
they  crofled  over  to  Port- royal  where  they  landed,  but 
on  the  oppofite  fide  to  the  fort  and,  in  every  refpecl,  in 
a  much  worfe  condition  than  before.  The  nights  were 
growing  cold,  the  men  fickening  and  the  army,  in 
general,  incapable  of  fuflaining  the  fatigues  of  a  fiege; 
Wainwright's  letter  to  the  CommuTioners  Anguft  14th 
(hews  the  ftate  they  were  in.  "  Our  not  recovering 
"  the  intended  ground  on  the  oppofite  fide  is  a  mighty 

*  advantage  to  the  enemy,  in  that  they  have  opportunity, 
"  and  are  improving  it,  for  cafting  up  trenches  in  the 
"  very  place  where  we  defigned  to  land,  and  draw  up 
"  our  fmall  forces.  Yefterday,  the  French,  about  eight 
"  of  the  clock  forenoon,  on  the  fort  point,  with  a  fmall 
"  party  of  St.  John's  Indians,  began  to  fire  on  our  rivet 
u  guards  and  fo  continued  until  about  three  afternoon  ; 
"  Then  appeared  about  one  hundred  Indians  and  French, 

*  upon  the  fame  ground,  who  kept  continually  firing 
**  at  us  until  dark.  Several  were  fhot  through  theit 
f  cloaths,  and  one  Indian  through  the  thigh.     About 

*  four  in  the  afternoon,  I  fuffered  a  number  of  men, 
'*  about  40  or  50,  to  go  down  to  the  bank  of  the  river, 
a  to  cut  thatch  to  cover  their  tents.  All  returned  well, 
f<  except  nine  of  Capr.  Dimmock's  men,   who  were  led 

*  away  by  one  Mansfield,  a  mad  fellow,  to  the  next 
"  plantation  to  get  cabbages  in  a  garden,  without  th6 
"  leave  and  againft  the  will  of  his  officer.  They  were 
*'  no  fooner  at  their  plunder,  but  they  were  furrounded 
"  by,  at  lead  one  hundred  French  and  Indians,  who  in  a 

*  few  minutes  killed  every  one  of  them,  their  bodies 
"  being  mangled  in  a  frightful  manner.  Our  people 
*'  buried  them,  and  fired  twice  upon  the  enemy  ;  on  which 
4?  they  were  feen  to  run  towards  our  out  guards  next 
**  the  woods,  which  we  immediately  ftrengthened. 
H  Irideed,  the  French  have  reduced  us  to  the  fame  ftate 

tp 
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1707.  "  to  which  we  reduced  them,  at  our  lad  being  at  Port- 
"  royal  ;  furrounded  with  enemies  and  judging  ir  unkfe 
"  to  proceed  on  any  fervice  without  a  company  of  at  lead 
"  one  hundred  men.  I  fhall  now  give  you  a  fliort 
"  account  of  the  date  of  our  people,  truly,  as  delivered 
"  me  by  Doctor  Ellis.  There  is  a  considerable  number 
"  of  them  vifited  with  violent  fluxes,  and  although  we 
"  have  things  proper  to  give  them,  yet  dare  not  do  it  ; 
"  others  taken  with  mighty  fwellings  in  their  throats  ; 
"  others  filled  with  terror  at  the  confideration  of  a  fatal 
u  event  of  the  expedition,  concluding  thai,  in  a  (hart 
"  time,  there  will  not  be  well  enough  to  carry  off  the  fick. 

"  I  am  didreffed  to  know  which  way  to  keep  the 
"  Indians  fteady  to  the  fervice.  They  proteft  they  will 
"  draw  off,  whatever  becomes  of  them.  It  is  truly 
f  adonifhing,  to  behold  the  miferable  poflure  and  temper 
"  that  mod  of  the  army  are  in,  belides  the  fmallnefs  of 
"  our  number,  to  be  attacked  by  the  enemy  which  we 
"  expect  every  moment. 

"  I  am  much  difordered  in  my  health  by  a  great  cold. 
"  I  (hall  not  ufe  it  as  an  argument  to  be  drawn  off  my 

felf,  but,  as  you  are  mailers  of  the  affair,    lay  before 

you  the  true  (late  of  the  army  which  indeed  is  very 
"  deplorable  :  I  fhould  much  rejoice  to  fee  fome  of  you 
"  here,  that  you  might  be  proper  judges  of  k* 

"  If  we  had  the  tranfports  with  us,  it  would  be  in> 
"  poffible,  without  a  miracle,  to  recover  the  ground  on 
"  the  other  fide,  and  I  believe  the  French  have  addi- 
"  tional  Strength  every  day.  In  fine,  mod  of  the  forces 
"  are  in  a  didreffed  date,  fome  in  body  and  fome  in 
"  mind,  and  the  longer  they  are  kept  here  on  the  cold 
"  ground  the  longer  it  will  grow  upon  them,  and,  I  fear, 
"  the  further  we  proceed  the  worfe  the  event.  God 
«  help  us." 

Captain  Stukeley  had  given  encouragement,  that 
he  would  lead  on  an  hundred  of  his  own  men;  but  the 
bad  date  of  affairs  caufed  him  to  change  his  mind,  and 
he  ha4  drawn  thcra  off  before  the  date  of  this  letter. 
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The  army  continued  afhore  until  the  20th,  when  1707- 
they  re-embarked.  The  enemy  then  attacked  them. 
Our  accounts  fay,  that  we  killed  and  wounded  many  of 
the  enemy  and  finally  put  them  to  flight.  The  French 
fay,  that  both  retreated  by  turns.  Each  feem  to  have 
been  glad  to  be  rid  of  the  other.  About  1  6  were  killed 
in  the  whole  expedition,  and  as  many  wounded.  The 
French,  finding  fo  few  dead  bodies,  fuppofed  we  threw 
them  into  the  fea. 

When  the  forces  returned,  Mr.  Dudley  put  the  befl 
face  upon  their  ill  fuccefs.  In  his  fpeech  to  the  aflem- 
bly  he  fays,  "  though  we  have  not  obtained  all  that  we 
"  defired  againfl:  the  enemy,  yet  we  are  to  acknowledge 
<J  the  favor  of  God  in  preserving  our  forces  in  the  expe- 
•J  dition,  and  profpering  them  fo  far  as  the  deflruclion  of 
"  the  French  fettlemencs  and  eftates,  in  and  about  Port- 
**  royal,  to  a  great  value  ;  which  mud  needs  diftrefs  the 
"  enemy  to  a  very  great  degree." 

A  court  martial  was  judged  neceifary,  and  ordered, 
but  never  met.  The  a£t  of  the  province,  for  conftituting 
courts  martial,  made  fo  many  officers  requifite,  that  it  was 
found  impracticable  to  hold  one.f  This  mud  be  owing 
to  the  great  number  of  perfons  charged,  the  remainder 
being  iniufficient  to  try  them. 

Whilst  theforces  were  employed  againfl:  theFrench, 
the  Indians  kept  harraffing  our  frontiers.  Oyfter  river, 
Exeter,  Kingflou  and  Dover  in  New- Hampfhi re  govern- 
ment, and  Berwick,  York,  Wells,  Winter-harbour,  Cafco, 
and  even  the  inland  town  oF  Marlborough-,  in  the  MafTa- 
ehufets,  fuftained  lofs.  The  winter  following  pafled 
without  moleflation.*  Early  in  the  fpring,  Mr.  Little-  («£& 
field,  the  lieutenant  of  Wells,  travelling  to  York,  was 
taken  and  carried  to  Canada.     For  feveral  months  after, 

the 

f  Governor's  fpeech. 

*  November  27.  1707,  died  John  Winthrop,  Efq;  governor  of 
Connecticut  and  was  buried  at  Bofton,  December  4th.  The 
bones  of  John  Winthrop  the  firft  governor  of  MafTachufets,  his 
fon  and  grandfon  two  governors  of  Connetticut,  reft  in  th$ 
i^avstqmb  in  the,  §r({  cr  okbft  burying  ground. 
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1708.  the  enemy  feem'd  to  have  forfaken  the  frontiers.  It 
afterwards  appeared,  that  they  w^re  collecting  their 
forces  in  Canada  for  fome  important  ftroke. 

Schuyler  had  fuch  influence  over  the  French 
Mohawks,  who  kept  a  conftant  trade  with  Albany,  that 
they  inclined  to  a  more  general  peace  with  the  Engliih 
than  meerly  thofe  of  New-York.  The  French  difcovered 
their  indifference,  and,  to  keep  them  engaged,  a  grand 
council  was  called  at  Montreal,  the  beginning  of  this 
year,  and  an  expedition  was  agreed  upon,  in  which  were 
to  be  employed  the  principal  Indians  of  every  tribe  in 
Canada,  the  Abenakis  Indians,  and  one  hundred  felecl: 
French  Canadians,  and  a  number  of  volunteers,  feveralof 
whom  were  officers  in  the  French  troops.  They  were 
to  make  in  the  whole  400  men. 

De  Chaillons,  and  Hertel  de  Rouville  (he  whofacked 
Deerfield)  commanded  the  French,  and  La  Perriere  the 
Indians.  To  give  the  lefs  alarm  to  the  Engliih,  the 
French  party,  with  the  Algonquin  and  St.  Francois  and 
Huron  Indians,  marched  by  the  way  of  the  river  St. 
Francois  :  La  Perriere  and  the  French  Mohawks  went 
by  lake  Champlain  :  They  were  to  rendezvous  at  lake 
Nikifipique,  and  there  the  Norridgewock,  Penobfcot  and 
other  eaftern  Indians  were  to  join  them.  They  ail 
began  their  march  the  1 6th  July,  but  the  Hurons  gave 
out  and  returned,  before  they  arrived  at  St.  Francois  river. 
One  of  them  had  killed  his  companion,  by  accident* 
which  they  thought  an  ill  omen  and  that  the  expedition 
would  prove  unfortunate.  The  Mohawks  alfo  pretend^ 
ed,  that  feme  of  their  number  were  taken  fick  of  an 
infectious  diftemper,  which  would  be  communicated 
to  the  reft,  and  they  returned.  Vaudreuil,  when  he 
heard  thefe  accounts,  fent  orders  to  his  French  officers, 
that,  although  the  Algonquin  and  St.  Francois  Indians 
fliould  leave  them  alfo,  yet  they  fhould  go  on,and  fall  upon 
fome  of  our  fcattered  fettlements.  When  the  Indians 
are  tired  of  murdering  poor  helplefs  women  and  children, 
Vaudreuil  employs  his  French  officers  to  do.  it.     Thofe 

Iadiaus 
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Indians,  however,  did  not  leave  them,  and,  being  about  1708. 
200  in  all,  they  marched  between  four  and  five  hundred 
miles  through  the  woods  to  Nikipifique,  where  they 
found  none  of  the  ealfern  Indians.  This  was  a  happy 
difappointment  for  the  Englilh.  Had  the  whole  pro- 
pofed  number  rendezvoufed  there,  Newbury,  or  perhaps 
Portfmouth,  might  have  been  furprized  and  deftroyed  ; 
but,  the  army  being  thus  reduced,  Haverhill,  a  fmali  but 
compact  village  was  pitched  upon.  Intelligence  had  been 
carried  to  Bolton,  that  an  army  of  800  men  was  intend- 
ed for  fome  part  of  the  frontiers,  but  it  was  uncertain 
which.  Guards  were  fent  to  Haverhill,  as  well  as  other 
places ;  but  they  were  polled  in  the  mod  expofed  parts 
of  the  town  and  the  enemy  avoided  them,  or  paffed  un- 
difcovered,  and,  on  the  29th  of  Auguft,  about  break  of 
day,  furprized  the  body  of  the  town,  adjoining  to  Merri- 
mack river,  where  were  20  or  30  houfes  together,  feve- 
ral  of  which  they  burned,  and  attempted  to  burn  the 
meeting-houfe,  but  failed.  The  reft  of  the  houfes  they 
ranfacked  and  plundered.  Mr.  Rolfe  the  minifter; 
Wainwright  the  captain  of  the  town,  and  30  or  40 more, 
the  French  fay  above  100,  were  killed,  and  many  taken 
prifoners.  Mr.  Rolfe's  maid  jumped  out  of  bed,  upon 
the  alarm,  and  ran  with  his  two  daughters  of  6  or  8 
years  old  into  the  cellar,  and  covered  them  with  two 
large  tubs,  which  the  Indians  neglected  to  turn  over  and 
they  were  both  preferved.*  Three  very  good  officers 
were  at  thar  time  in  the  town,  Major  Turner,  f  Capt. 
Price  and  Capt.  Gardner,  all  of  Salem,  but  moll:  of  their 
men  were  pofted  -at  a  diftance,  and,  before  any  fufHcient 
number  conk?  be  collected,  the  mifchief  was  done.  The 
enemy,  however,  was  purfued,  overtaken  and  attacked, 
jult  as  they  were  entring  the  woods.  The  French  re- 
ported, when  they  got  back,  that  they  faced  about,  and 

that 

*  One  was,  afterwards,  wife  to  the  late  Col.  Hatch  of  Dorchefter, 
and  is  lately  deceafed  ;  the  other  ftill  living,  the  wile  of  the 
Rev.  Mr    Checkley,  fen.  of  Bofton. 

J  Afrer  wards  Col.  Turner,  a  principal  merchant  of  Salem,  and 
miLuy  year*,  a  member  of  the  council. 
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*7°%>  that  our  people,  being  aftonifhed,  were  all  killed  or  taken, 
cxcepc  10  or  12,  who  efcaped.  The  truth  is,  that  there 
was  a  brufh,  which  Iafted  about  an  hour,  and  that  the 
enemy  then  took  to  the  woods,  except  nine  who  were 
left  dead,  among  whom  was  Rouville's  brother*  and  ano- 
ther officer.  Many  of  the  pri Toners  were  alfo  rcco^ 
vered.  The  governor,  in  his  fpeech  to  the  affembly  fays, 
"  we  might  have  done  more  againfl  them  if  we  had  fol* 
"  lowed  their  tracks." 

The  return  of  the  French  Mohawks  might  be  owing 
to  Schuyler's  negotiations  with  them,  which,  it  may  be 
faid,  he  would  have  had  no  opportunity  for,  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  neutrality  between  them  and  Albany  ;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  not  only  thofe  Indians,  at  other  times, 
but  even  the  Penobfcots  and  Norridgewocks  were  ena* 
bled,  by  this  neutrality,  to  make  their  inroads  upon  us* 
The  governor  of  Port-royal,  in  a  letter  to  the  count  de 
Pontchartrain,  fays,  "  that  the  Michmacks  were  quite 
"  naked  and  the  KenebeckansJ  and  Penobfcots  would  have 
"  been  fo  too,  if  they  had  not  carried  on  a  trade  with  the 
"  Indians  of  Hudfon's  river  or,  rather,  by  their  means, 
"  with  the  Englifh,  who  allowed  a  crown  a  pound  for 
"  bever,  and  fold  their  goods  very  reafonably."  Charle* 
Yoix  juftly  remarks  upon  it,  "  thus  our  own  enemies 
"  relieved  our  mod  faithful  allies,  when  they  were  in 
"  necelTity,  and  whilft  they  were  every  day  hazarding 
"  their  lives  in  our  fervice."  The  MafTachufets  gene*- 
ral  court  alfo,  this  year,  in  an  addrefs  to  the  queen,  fay, 
"  A  letter  from  M.  Vaudreuil,  governor  of  Canada,  to 
"  the  late  governor  of  Port-royal  was  fometime  fmce  hap- 
"  pily  intercepted,  and  came  to  our  governor's  hands  ; 
*  wherein  he  writes  thus,  namely,  that  he  endeavors  to 
"  keep  all  quiet  on  the  fide  of  Orange  or  Albany,  hav- 
"  ing  command  from  the  king  his  matter  not  to  have 
"  any  quarrel  with  your  majefty's  fubjeets  on  that  fide, 
"  or  with  the  Mohawks,  which  hehathflriclly  obferved. 
"  And  they  are  in  a  profound  peace,  having  met  with 
"  little  or  no  lofs  on  the  land  fide,  either  in  men  or 
""  eftates  this  war."  TuK 

J  Norridgewocks, 
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Th  e  enemy  were  fatisfied  with  their  fuccefs  at  Haver-  170& 
hill,  for  this  feafon,  and,  except  now  and  then  a  drag- 
gling Indian,  none  of  them  appeared  again  upon  the 
frontiers  this  fummer. 

The  party  againd  the  governor  dill  purfued  their 
fcbemes  in  England  for  his  removal.  Aftiurd  engaged 
a  committee  of  the  kirk  of  Scotland,  who  came  up  to 
London  to  fettle  fome  affairs  with  the  queen's  council, 
to  ufe  their  intered,  that  Dudley  might  be  removed  and 
a  new  governor  appointed ;  and  he  was  very  fanguine, 
that  this  would  do  the  bufinefs,  and  that  Hobby  would 
be  appointed,  though  not  fuch  a  perfon  as  he  could  wifli; 
but  the  earth,  he  fays,  muft  help  the  woman.  Which,  too 
often  means  no  more  than  we  muft  do  evil  that  good  may 
•come  of  it.  In  the  province,  the  governor's  intereft  was 
ftrengthening.  Some  of  the  old  fenators,  who  had  been 
difaffected  to  him,  were  left  out  of  the  council.  Oakes, 
whom  he  had  negatived  as  fpeaker,  and  one  other  member 
for  Bollon  loft  their  e!e<5tion,  and  John  Clark  and  Thomas 
Hutchinfon,  two  young  gentlemen  of  the  town,  who 
were  under  no  prejudice  againft  him,  came  into  the  houfe 
in  their  (read  ;  and,  although,  this  year  Mr.  Cooke  was 
a^ain  chofe  one  of  the  council,  it  was  the  lad  effort. 
The  governor  perfided  in  negativing  him,  and  at  the 
fame  time  negatived  Nathaniel  Paine  of  Briftol ;  but  he 
had  fo  accudomed  them  to  negatives,  that  they  gave  lefs 
offence  than  they  would  have  done  after  long  difufe. 

The  principal  fubjectof  the  aifembly's  addrefs,  which 
we  havejuft  before  mentioned,  to  the  queen,  was  the  re- 
duction of  Canada  and  Acadie  by  an  armament  front 
England,  to  be  affided  by  forces  raifed  in  the  colonies 
Vetch,  who  the  lad  year  was  charged  as  a  traitor,  this 
year  appeared,  before  the  queen  and  her  miniders,  fol- 
liciting  in  behalf  of  the  colonies  ;  being  able  to  give  a  full 
information  of  the  condition  of  the  french  in  America.* 

Early 

*  Anguft  2i  ft,  this  year,  died  Ezekiel  Cheever,  venerable  not 
meerly  for  his  great  age,  94,  but  for  having  been  the  i'chooN 
marterof  raoit  of  the  principal  gentlemen  in  Bofton  who  were 

then 
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1709.  Early  in  the  fpring,  Mr.  Dudley  was  advifed,  by 
letters  from  the  Earl  of  Sunderland,  that  the  queen  had 
determined  upon  an  expedition,  and  Vetch,  made  a 
colonel,  came  over  with  inftructions  to  make  the  necef- 
fary  preparations.  The  plan  was  extenfive.  The 
French  were  to  be  fubdued,  not  only  in  Canada  and 
Acadie,  but  in  Newfoundland  alfo.  A  fquadron  of 
ftiips  were  to  be  at  Bofton  by  the  middle  of  May* 
Five  regiments  of  regular  troops  were  to  be  fent  from 
England,  to  be  joined  by  1200  men,  to  be  raifed  in 
MafTachufets  and  Rhode -Ifland,  and  the  governments 
Were  to  provide  tranfports,  flat  bottomed  boats,  pilots 
and  three  months  provifions  for  their  own  troops,  With 
this  force,  Quebec  was  to  be  attacked  ;  at  the  fame 
time  1500  men,propofed  to  be  raifed  in  the  governments 
fouth  of  Rhode-Ifland, which  were  to  march  by  the  way 
of  the  lake,  were  to  attack  Montreal.  The  men,  afligned 
to  the  MafTachufets  to  raife,  were  ready  by  the  20th  of 
May  ;f  and  Vetch  gave  a  certificate  under  his  hand, 
that  all  the  governments  concerned  had  chearfully  and 
punctually  complied  with  the  orders  given,  except 
Penfylvania!*  It  was  left  to  Lord  Lovelace,  governor  ot 
New-York,  to  appoint  the  general  officer  for  the  1500 
men,  but,  by  his  death,  the  power  devolved  upon  Mr, 
Ingoldfby,  the  lieutenant  governor;  and  Nicholfon  who 

had 
then  upon  the  ftage.  He  is  not  the  only  matter  who  kept  his 
lamp  longer  lighted  than  otherwife  it  would  have  been,  by  a 
fupply  of  oil  from  his  fcholars. 
John  Higginfon,  the  firft  minifter  of  Salem,  who  came  over  with 
his  father  in  1629  at  the  age  of  1 4  or  15,  lived  until  the  9th  of 
December  1708.  having  alfo  been  minifter  of  the  fame  church 
from  the  year  1660.  His  early  days  he  fpent  in  Connecticut 
colony,  and  in  1641  was  chaplain  to  Mr.  Fenwick  and  Lady 
Botcler,  at  the  fort  at  Saybrook. 
Tuefday  the  1 4th  December  was  remarked  as  the  coldeft  day  ever 

known  in  the  country  from  its  firft  fettlement. 
f  The  tranfports  and  900  troops,raifed  by  the  MafTachufets,  were 
kept  in  pay  from  the  20th  of  May  to  the  beginning  of  November. 
*  Penfylvanta,  at  that  time,  principally  confifted  of  the  people 
called  quakers,  and  we  are  to  impute  their  backwardnefs  to  a 
religious  principle  or  perfuafion,  and  not  to  difaifeftioa. 
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had  been  lieu  t.  governor  of  New -York  under  Andros  1709, 
and  afterwards  lieutenant  governor  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland,  being  then  in  America,  was  pitched  upon  as 
a  proper  perfon,  and  marched  with  the  forces  under 
his  command  as  far  as  Wood-creek,  there  to  wait  until 
the  arrival  of  the  fleet  at  Bofton,  that  the  attack  on  both 
places  might  be  made  at  one  time.  The  tranfports  and 
troops  lay  waiting  at  Bofton  from  May  to  September, 
every  day  expecting  the  fleet.  No  intelligence  coming 
from  England  ;  Vetch,  being  fenfible  it  was  too  late  to 
go  to  Canada,  propofed  a  irieeting,  at  New-London,  of 
the  governors  of  the  feveral  colonies,  to  confider  iri 
what  other  way  the  forces  raifed  fhould  be  employed 
againft  the  enemy,  that  the  expence  might  ndt  be  wholly 
loft  ;  but  Nicholfon,  unexpectedly,  returned  with  his 
men  from  Wood-creek*  and  he  and  Vetch  and  Colonel 
Moody  met  fome  of  the  governors  at  Rhode- Ifland* 
Two  or  three  days  before  the  congrefs  (October  nth)  . 
a  (hip  arrived  at  Bofton  from  England,  with  advice  that 
the  forces  incended  for  America  were  ordered  to  Por- 
tugal; and  with  directions  to  confult  whether  the  forces 
raifed  in  America  might  not  be  employed  againft  Port« 
royal,  the  fliips  of  war  of  which  there  were  feveral  then 
at  Bofton  to  be  aiding  and  affifting.f  There  was  no 
great  honor  or  profit  to  be  expected*  by  the  captains 
of  the  men  o^  wan  if  the  expedition  fhould  fucceed* 
nothing  more  being  required  of  them,  than  to  ferve  as  . 
convoy  to  the  tranfports,  and  cover  to  the  forces  at  their 
landing  ;  therefore  two  of  the  frigates,  whofe  ftatiori 
was  New-York,  failed  immediately  from  Bofton,  without 
taking  leave  of  any  body;  and  the  commanders  of  the 
Vol.  II.  N  reft:, 

f  It  is  faid  in  one  of  the  articles  of  Lord  Oxford's  impeachment, 
that  an  expedition  againft  Canada, having  been  frequently  de- 
liberated upon  and  maturely  confidered  in  a  committee  of 
council,  was  laid  afide  as  dangerous  and  impracticable ;  but 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  an  expedition  was  fully  determined 
upon  this  year,  and  was  laid  afide  upon  an  unexpected  change 
of  affairs  in.  Europe* 
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J  7^9*  reft,  Mathews,  afterwards  Admiral  Mathews,  who  was 
then  commander  of  the  ftation  (hip  at  Bofton,  only 
excepted,  peremptorily  refufed.  AfToon  as  this  was 
known  to  the  two  houfes,  the  court  being  fitting,  they  de- 
fired  the  governor  to  difcharge  the  tranfports  and  difband 
the  men,  it  not  being  fafe  to  proceed  without  convoy. 
This  was  a  heavy  charge  upon  the  province,  without 
any  good  effect.  It  was  indeed  late  in  the  year  for  the 
attempt  againft  Port-royal,  but  then  the  profpecl:  of 
furprizing  the  enemy  was  fo  much  the  greater,  and  if 
it  had  happened  otherwife  and  the  forces  had  returned 
without  fubduing  the  place,  it  would  have  caufed  but 
little  increafe  of  the  expence. 

Whilst  Nicholfon  lay  at  Wood-creek,  the  governor 
of  Canada,  who  had  intelligence  of  all  his  motions,  fenc 
out  an  army  of  1500  French  and  Indians,  who  left 
Montreal  the  28th  July  N.  S.  and  the  three  firfl  days 
advanced  40  leagues  towards  the  Englifh  camp  ;  but 
upon  a  report  that  they  were  5000  ftrong,  and  upon 
the  march,  to  meet  the  French,  and  there  being  difcord 
at  the  fame  time,  among  the  French  officers,  it  was 
thought  beft  to  return  to  their  advanced  pofts,  and  wait 
to  receive  the  Englifh  there.  Had  they  proceeded,  they 
were  equal  to  the  Englifli,  better  acquainted  with  the 
country,  would  have  come  unexpected,  and  the  event 
Would  at  lead  have  been  doubtful  for  us. 

Charlevoix  gives  an  inflance  of  the  treachery  of 
the  Indians  of  the  fix  nations,  and  of  their  intention  to 
deflroy  the  whole  Englifli  army.  Speaking  of  father 
Mareuil,  who  had  been  a  prifoner  at  Albany,  he  fays, 
w  This  miflionary  having  been  exchanged  for  a  nephew 

*  of  the  principal  officer  at  Albany,  we  learned  from  him 
"  all  the  circumftances  of  that  affair  and  to  what  New 

*  France  owed  her  deliverance  from  the  greateft  danger 
"  to  which  fhe  had  been  at  any  time  expofed  from  that 
"  quarter."  Then  having  mentioned  a  grand  council  of 
the  Indians,  held  at  Onondago,  where  all  their  general 
meetings  upon  important  matters  were  held,  he  goes  on, 

-The 
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"  The  Onondago,  one  of  the  old  men  of  that   nation,  17°$ 
11  who  was  the  fpeaker,    afked  whether  it   was  out  of 
"  their   minds  that  they   were   fituated   between   two 
"  potent  people,  either  of  which  were  capable  of  totally 
M  extirpating  them,  and  that"  it  would  be  the  intereft  of 

*  either  to  do  it,  affoon  as  they  fhould  have  no  further 
"  occafion  for  them.  It  behoved  them  therefore  to  be 
"  very  careful,  that  they  did  not  lofe  their  importance, 
"  which  they  would  do,  unlefs  each  of  thofe  people 
"  were  prevented  from  deftroying  the  other.  This 
"  harangue  made  great  impreflion  upon  the  afifembly, 

*  and  it  was  refolved,  upon  this  occafion,  to  continue  the 
"  political  conduct  which  they  had  hitherto  obferved. 
M  Accordingly,  the  Iroquois,  when  they  had  joined  the 
"  Englifh  army,  and  found,  as  they  imagined,  that 
"  it  would  be  ftrong  enough  to  take  Mont-real,  em- 
"  ployed  their  whole  attention  in  contriving  the  de- 
"  ftruction  of  it ;  and  this  Was  the  way  they  went  to 
**  work.     The  army  being  encamped  upon  the  banks  of 

*  a  fmall  river,*  the  Indians,  who  fpent  moil  of  their 
*'  time  in  hunting,  threw  the  fkins  of  all  the  creatures, 
w  which  they  flead,into  the  river,  a  little  above  the  camp, 
"  which  foon  corrupted  the  water.  The  Englifh  never 
"  fufpected  this  treachery  and  continued  to  drink  the 
"  water ;  but  it  caufed  fuch  a  mortality  among  them, 
"  that  father  de  Mareuil  and  the  two  officers,  who  went 
"  to  fetch  him  from  Albany  to  Canada,  judged,  by  the 
"  graves,  that  there  muft  have  been  at  lead  a  thoufand 
"  buried   there." 

Nicholson  certainly  decamped  fooner  than  was  ex- 
pected, which  caufed  fome  difTatisfaction.  The  army 
was  in  a  bad  (late.  I  have  a  letter  dated  New- York, 
November  4th  1709,  which  fays,  that  many  of  the 
foldiers,  who  were  at  the  lake,  died  as  if  they  had  been 
poifoned. 

Although  the  French  were  inconftant  expectation 

of  being  attacked  themfelves,  yet  it  did  not  take  them 

N  2  off' 

*  Wood -creek, 
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1-709.  oft  from  employing  fome  of  their  ftrength,  this  fummer, 
againd  the  New-England  frontiers.  In  April  *  a  man 
was  taken  prifoner  at  Deerfield.  In  May,  feveral  men 
were  furprized  and  taken,  as  they  were  paffing  to  a  faw 
mill  in  Exeter;  and  in  June,  one  of  the  Rouvilles,  with 
1 80  French  and  Indians,  made  another  attempt  upoft 
Ipeerfield,  to  deflroy  or  carry  away  prifoners  the  poor 
people  who,  but  a  little  while  before,  had  returned  front 
their  captivity  -7  but  the  enemy  was  difcovered  at  a 
diftance  and  beat  off,  the  inhabitants  bravely  defending 
•th em f elves.  The  town  of  Brookfield,  in  the  weft,  and 
Wells,  in  the  call,  foon  after  loft  fome  of  their  people, 
by  fmall  parties  of  Indians.* 

2710.  Nicholson  went  to  England,  in  the  fall,  to  follicit 
a  force  againft  Canada  the  next  year,  and  an  expedition 
feems  to  have  been  again  refolved  upon.  Advice  was 
received,  in  New- England,  that,  in  July,  Lord  Shannon, 
with  a  fleet  deftined  for  that  fer?iee,  lay  under  orders 
for  failing,  but  that  it  was  feared  the  welterly  winds 
would  detain  him  until  it  was  too  late.  Poft-royaf, 
which  did  not  require  fo  great  force  and  which  might 
be  attempted  late  in  the  year,-  was  afterwards  made  the 
only  object.  The  Dragon  and  Falmouth,  with  a  bomb 
fhip  and  a  tender,  and  two  or  three  tranfports,  left  Eng- 
land in  the  fprmg,  and  Nicholfon  Was  on  board  one  of 
them.  They  arrived  at  Bofton,  July  the  15th,  ancf 
feem  to  have  Iain  waiting  there  for  orders,  or  until  if 
fhould  be  made  certain  whether  they  were  to  be  joined 
by  any  further  force  from  England,  f     On  the  1 8th  of 

September 

*  Feb.  24th  1709,  Jofeph  Hammond  of  the  cotmcll  died  atKittery. 

f  Thefe  (hips  being  feen  in  the  bay  and  no  certainty  of  any  fleet 
intended  from  England,  theufual  fignal  for  an  alarm  was  given 
at  the  caftle,  and  the  militia  in  Bofton  was  kept  under  arms 
until  evening,  when  news  came  that  they  were  Englifh  (hips. 

The  like  happened  upon  the  arrival  of  a  fleet  of  fmall  merchant 
ve/Tels  from  Saltcrtudas  a  year  or  two  after,  but  the  confterna- 
tion  was  greater  and  more  extenfive.  The  number  of  fhips 
fun  ©ff  Piircouth,  wae  reported  to  be  very  great,  and  fome  of 
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September  a  fleet  failed  from  Nantafket  for  Port-royal, 
confiding  of  three  fourth  rates,  viz.  the  Dragon,  commo- 
dore Martin;  theChefter,}  Matthews;  the  Falmouth, 
Riddle ;  two  fifth  rates,  the  LoeftafFe,  Gordon,  and  the 
Feverfham,  Pafton,  together  with  the  Star  bomb,  Roch- 
fort,  and  the  province  galley,  Southack,  with  fourteen 
tranfports  in  the  pay  of  the  MaiTachufets,  five  of  Con- 
necticut, two  of  New-Hampfhire  and  three  of  Rhode- 
Ifland.  Thefe,  with  the  tender  and  tranfports  from 
England,  made  3  6  fail.  There  was  a  regiment  of  ma- 
rines, commanded  by  Col.  Redding,  and  four  regiments 
raifed  in  New-England,  two  commanded  by  Sir  Charles 
Hobby  and  Col.  Tailer  of  MafTachufets-bay,  one  by 
Col.  Whiting  of  Connecticut,  and  one  by  Col.  Walton 
of  New-Hampfhre.  Nicholfon  was  general  and  Vetch 
adjutant-general.  One  tranfport,  Capt.  Taye,  ran  a- 
fhore  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  and  was  loft,  and  26  men 
were  drowned,  the  reft  of  the  fleet  arrived  fafe  at 
Port-royal,  the  24th  of  September.  The  forces  were 
landed  without  any  oppofuion.  Subercafe,  the  governor, 
had  only  260  men,  and  mod  of  them  he  was  afraid  to 
truft  out  of  the  fort,  left  they  fhould  deferc  to  the 
Englifh,  As  the  army  was  marching  up  to  the  fort, 
feveral  men  were  killed  by  the  inhabitants,  who  fired  from 
their  houfes  and  from  behind  their  fences  and  made 
their  efcape  ;  and,  for  three  or  four  days,  whilft  the 
neceffary  preparations  were  making  by  the  Englifh,  the 
French  threw  fhells  and  fhot  from  the  fort,  and  the 
bomb-fhip,  on  the  other  hand,  plied  the  French  with 
her  fhells.  It  was  commonly  faid,  after  the  return  of 
the  forces  to  Bofton,  that  early  intimation  was  given  to 
the  Englifh  that  they  would  meet  with  no  great  difficulty, 

N  3  a 

them,  it  being  war  time,  were  fitted  with  mizen- top-gallant, 
fails  and  fpreetfail-topfails,  and  other  unufual  fails  for  merchant 
men,  and  no  doubt  was  made  of  their  being  capital  French  men 
of  war.  The  country  were  coming  in,  when  one  of  the  fmall 
vefTels  arrived  and  informed  of  the  reft. 
J  The  Chefter  failed  a  ihort  time  before  the  reft  as  a  cruder, 
§nd  joined  thesp  on  the  paiTage. 
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a  decent  pretence  for  a  furrender  was  all  that  was 
defired.  On  the  29th,  the  governor  fent  out  a  flag  of 
truce,  praying  leave  for  fome  of  his  ladies,  who  were 
afraid  of  the  bombs,  to  be  fheltered  in  the  Englifh  camp. 
The  officer,  not  obferving  the  rules  of  war,  was  put 
under  arreft,  and  an  Englifh  officer  fent  to  the  fort  to 
acquaint  the  governor  with  the  reafons  of  it.  The  firfl 
of  October,  the  two  engineers,  Forbes  and  Red  knap, 
had  three  batteries  open,  two  mortars  and  twenty  four 
cohorn  mortars  ready,  within  100  yards  of  the  fort,  and 
t>egan  their  firing,  the  French  firing  their  fhot  and 
throwing  fhells  at  the  fame  time.  The  fame  day,  Colf 
Tailer  and  Capt.  Abercrombie  were  fent,  with  a  fum- 
mons  to  furrender,  and,  in  confequence  thereof  a  cefTa- 
tion  of  arms  was  agreed  upon  and  the  terms  of  the 
capitulation  were  foon  fettled,  and  the  next  day  the 
following  articles  figned, 

*  Articles  of  capitulation  agreed  upon  for  the  fur- 
render of  the  fort  at  Port-royal,  &c.  betwixt 
Francis  Nicholfon,  Efq;  general  and  commander  in 
chief  of  all  the  forces  of  her  facred  majefly  Anne 
queen  of  Great-Britain,  &c.  and  MonfieurSubercafe, 
governor,  &c.   for  his  moil  chriftian  majefly. 

I.HTVHAT  the  garrifon  fhall  march  ont  with  their  arms 
JL     and  baggage,  drums  beating;  and  colours  flying. 

2.  That  there  fhall  be  a  fufficient  number  of  fhips 
and  provifions  to  tranfport  the  faid  garrifon  to  Rochel 
or  Rochfort,  by  the  fhortefl  paffage,  when  they  fhall  be 
furnifhed  with  paffports  for  their  return. 

3.  That  I  may  take  out  fix  guns  and  two  mor- 
tars, fuch  as  I  fhall  think  fit. 

4.  That  the  officers  fhall  carry  out  all  their  effects, 
of  what  fort  foever,  except  they  do  agree  to  the  felling 
them  ;  the  payment  of  which  to  be  upon  good  faith. 

5.  That  the  inhabitants,  within  cannon  fhot  of  Port- 
royal,  fhall  remain  upon  their  eflates,  with  their  corn, 
catde  and  furniture  during  two  years.,  in  cafe  they  are  not 

deiirQUs 
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defirous  to  go  before,  they  taking  the  oaths  of  allegiance 
and  fidelity  to  her    facred  majefty   of  Great-Britain. 

6.  That  a  veffel  be  provided  for  the  privateers 
belonging  to  the  iflands  in  America,  for  their  tranfpor- 
tation   thither. 

7.  That  thofe,  that  are  defirous  to  go  for  Placentia 
in  Newfoundland,  (hall  have  leave  by  the  near  eft  paffage. 

8.  That  the  Canadians,  or  thofe  that  are  defirous 
to  go  there,  may,  for  during  the  fpace  of  one  year. 

9.  Th  at  efFecls,  ornaments  and  utenfils  of  the  chappe) 
and  hofpital  (hall  be  delivered  to  the  Almoner. 

1  o.  I  promife  to  deliver  the  fort  of  Port-royal  into  the 
hands  of  Francis  Nicholfon  Efq;  for  the  queen  of  Great 
Britain,  within  three  days  after  the  ratification  of  this 
prefent  treaty,  with  all  the  eftecls  belonging  to  the  king, 
as  guns,  mortars,  bombs,  ball,  powder  and  all  other 
fmall  arms. 

11.  I  will  difcover,  upon  my  faith,  all  the  mines, 
fugalTes  and    cafemates. 

12.  All  the  articles  of  this  prefent  treaty  (hall  be 
executed  upon  good  faith,  without  difficulty,  and  figned 
by  each  other  at  her  majefty  of  Great -Britain's  camp 
before  Port-royal  fort,  this  fecond  day  of  October,  in  the 
ninth  year  of  her  majefty's  reign,  Annoque  Domini  1 7  1  o. 

Francis  Nicholfon.  Subercafe. 

Memorandum.  The  General  declared,  that 
within  cannon  ftiot  of  Port-royal,  in  the  fifth  article 
abovefaid,  is  to  be  underftood  three  Englifh  miles  round 
the  fort,  to  be  Annapolis-royal  and  the  inhabitants 
within  three  miles  to  have  the  benefit  of  that  article. 
Which  perfons,  male  and  female,  comprehended  in  the 
faid  article,  according  to  a  lift  of  their  names  given  in 
to  the  general  by  M.  Ailein,  amounts  to  481  perfons." 

The  Engli(h  loft  14  or  15  men  in  the  expedition, 
befides  the  26  drowned  when  the  tranfport  was  loft. 
The  fort  had  been  neglecled  and  was-in  a  very  bad  ftare. 
Subercafe  told  the  general  "  he  was  very  forry  for  the 
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1 7 10.  "  king  his  matter,  in  lofing  fuch  a  ftrong  fort  and  the 
"  territories  adjoining."  This  was  the  compliment  to 
Nicholfon,  but  it  was  in  no  condition  to  (land  a  fiege. 
Charlevoix  fays,  Subercafe's  character  fuffered  a  great 
fhock,  He  mentions  feveral  actions  which  our  accounts 
take  no  notice  of — "  The  troops  being  landed  and  no- 
"  thing  to  oppofe  their  march,  went  on  towards  the  fort  j 
f  but  when  they  came  within  reach  of  the  cannon,  the 
tf  governor  caufed  fo  fmart  a  firing  as  put  them  to  a 
"  ftand,  killed  a  great  many  of  their  men,  &c,"  Again, 
"  The  eighth  (N.  S.)  M.  Suhercafe,  having  obferved  the 
"  fpot  where  the  enemy  were  about  to  ereft  their  bat« 
f  teries,  made  fo  lucky  a  fire  that  Mr.  Nicholfon,  after 
"  having  loft  a  great  many  men,  was  obliged  to  retreat." 

The  general  having  left  a  fufficient  garrifon  under 
the  command  of  Col.  Vetch,  who  was  deftined,  in  cafe 
of  fuccefs,  to  the  government  of  the  country,  returned 
with  the  fleet  and  army  to  Bolton,  arriving  there  the 
26th  of  October. 

Wh  ilst  the  forces  were  at  Port-royal,  it  was  though; 
proper,  at  a  council  of  war,  to  fend  Caftine,  who  I  fup- 
pofe  was  in  the  fort,  and  Major  Livingltone  to  Canada, 
through  the  country,  with  letters  to  M.  Vaudreuil,  ac- 
quainting him  that  the  country  of  Acadie  was  fubdued 
and  that  all  the  inhabitants,  except  fuch  as  were  within 
cannon  fhet  of  the  fort,  were  prifoners  at  discretion  \ 
and  as  the  council  had  been  informed  that  he  had  often 
fent  out  his  barbarous  Indians  to  murder  the  poor  innoT 
cent  women  and  children  upon  the  frontiers  of  New- 
England,  if  he  continued  that  practice  they  would  caufe 
the  fame  execution  upon  the  people  of  Acadie  or  Nova- 
Scotia,  now  abfolutely  in  their  power;"*  but  they  abhorred 
fuch  barbarities,  and  hoped  he  would  give  them  no  fur- 
ther occafion  to  conv  after  him,  but  rather  would  re- 
leafe  and  fend  home  fuch  prifonersashad  been  taken  by 

the 

*  This  wocld  have  been  rather  a  harder  cafe  upon    the  pocr 
Acadiaas  tbaa  any  they  have  S7er  been  qblrged  to  fufcsnit  '.0. 


MAS3ACHUSETS-BAY.         i8jr 

the  Indians.  After  a  moft  fatiguing  hazardous  journey,*  I710, 
having  three  Indians  for  their  guides,  they  arrived  at 
Quebec.  The  governor  fent  his  anfwer  to  the  meffage 
by  two  partizans,  Rouville  and  Dupuis,  by  land  through 
Albany,  that  they  might  be  acquainted  with  the  country 
and  more  fit  to  be  employed  in  making  war  upon  any  fu- 
ture occafion.f  The  fum  of  the  anfwer  was,  that  Nichol- 
fon  had  been  fo  well,  taught  the  laws  of  war  as  to  know 
that  they  did  not  admit  of  reprisals  upon  fuch  inhabitants 
as  had  furrendered  upon  an  exprefs  promife  of  being 
well  treated.  That  he,  Vaudreuil,  never  knew  the 
French  charged  with  inhumanity,  and  he  was  not  afraid 
to  appeal  to  the  Englifh  prifoners,  within  his  govern- 
ment, againfl  fuch  a  charge ;  they  had  often  been  re- 
deemed from  the  Indians,  at  great  expcnce,  and,  out-  of 
pure  charity  ;  indeed,  the  Indians  themfelves,  ordinarily, 
did  not  treat  them  ill,  but   let  r.hat  be  as  it  would,  the 

French 
f  I  have  Livingftqne's  journal.  He  went  about  the  middle  of 
October  from  Port-royal  to  Penobfcot,  where  he  was  kindly- 
entertained  by  Caftine,  at  his  own  houfe ;  and  from  thence 
went  up  the  river  in  canoes,  until  they  came  to  an  ifland  where 
was  a  great  body  of  Indians,  men,  women  and  children.  Here, 
an  Indian,  being  in  a  rage  becaufe  fome  Englifh  prifoners  had 
run  away  with  his  canoe,  feized  Livingftone  by  the  throat  and 
would  have  difpatched  him  with  a  hatchet,  if  Caftine  had  not 
thrown  himfelf  between  them  and  refcued  him.  The  Indians 
would  not  fuffer  them  to  proceed,  for  feveral  days.  At  length, 
November  4th,  they  fet  out  in  their  canoes  and  the  next  day 
the  canoe,  the  major  was  in,  overfet  and  one  of  the  Indian, 
guides  was  drowned.  Soon  after,  the  water  beginning  to 
freeze,  the  ice  fo  mattered  their  tender  veifels  and  made  the 
patting  fo  difficult,  that  they  were  obliged  to  betake  themfelves 
to  the  land  and  to  travel  by  their  compafs,  through  a  country 
£b  thick  with  fpruce,  cedar  and  pine  wood  and  underwood,  as 
to  be  fcarce  paffable,  and  the  greateft  part  of  the  way  brokea 
and  mountainous  land.  They  were  above  a  fortnight  with- 
out the  fight  of  the  fun,  the  weather  being  ftormy  or  foggy 
the  whole  time.  They  had  fpent  their  provifions  fix  days  be- 
fore they  came  to  any  French  fettlement,  and  lived  wholly  up- 
on mofs,  leaves  and  dried  berries.  At  length,  the  1 6th  of 
December  they  arrived  at  Quebec, 

\  Charlevoix^ 
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*rr-  French  were  not  accountable  for  the  behavior  of  the 
Indians ;  it  was  not  his  fault,  that  this  unfortunate  war 
was  not  over  a  long  time  ago,  and  all  the  miferies,  which 
bad  been  the  confequence,  mud  be  attributed  to  thofe 
who  had  refufed  the  neutrality  between  the  two  colo- 
nies ;  he  was  very  ready  to  agree  to  the  exchange  of 
prifoners,  but  he  had  not  the  command  of  thofe  which 
were  in  the  hands  of  his  Indian  allies  -f  as  for  the 
menace,  of  delivering  up  the  Acadians  to  the  Indians  of 
New-England  if  the  Indians  of  New-France  fhould  re- 
fufe  to  deliver  the  Englifti  prifoners,  it  was  contrary  to 
all  the  rules  of  juflice  and  humanity,  and  if  it  fhould 
be  carried  into  execution  he  fhould  be  obliged  to  do 
as  much  to  all  the  Englifti  he  had  in  his  power. 
This  was  all  the  effeel:  of  Livingftone's  moft  fatiguing 
hazardous  journey. 

The  affair  of  the  agency  in  England  has  often 
occafioned  a  divifion  and  contention  in  the  general  court. 
They,  who  have  ferved  the  province  well  and  done 
every  thing  in  their  power,  have  not  done  enough. 
If  our  rights  and  claims  do  not  appear  in  the  fame 
light  to  thofe  who  judge  of  them  in  England,  as 
they  do  to  our  felves,  we  are  too  apt  to  attribute  it 
to  the  want  of  (kill  or  fidelity  in  thofe  who  appear 
for  us.  At  this  time,  a  change  in  the  agency  was 
agreed  upon  from  a  different  caufe.  The  change  of 
the  miniftry  in  England  was  as  alarming  to  New- 
England,  a3  to  any  part  of  her  majefty's  dominions. 
Mr.  Phips  was  deeply  engaged  in  the  new  meafures. 
There  could  not  then  have  been  any  apprebenfion 
of  his  removing  to  Ireland  ;  but  a  whig  people  would 
not  be  fatisfied  with  a  tory  agent.  Sir  H.  Afhurfl: 
never  had  any  great  powers,  and  he  was  now  declining 
in  age  and  health.  The  party  that  ufed  to  fupport  him 
fet  up  his  brother,  Sir  William  Afhurft,  a  gentleman  of 
fuperior  chara&er  and  real  worth.  Mr.  Dudley  did 
every  thing  in  his  power  to  prevent  the  choice,  but, 
when  he  could  not  prevail,  made  a  merit  of  accepting  it. 

An 
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An  addrefs  to  the  queen  was  fent  to  Sir  William,  but  he  1720* 
refufed  the  agency ;  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
flights  put  upon  his  brother  and  the  little  or  no  reward 
given  him  for  (o  long  fervices.  When  he  excufed  him- 
felf,  he  recommended  a  New-England  young  gentleman, 
then  in  London,  Jeremiah  Dummer,*  who,  alfo  pro- 
cured from  the  principal  merchants  in  London,  trad- 
ing to  New- England,  letters  in  his  favor.  He  was  not, 
at  that  time,  acceptable  to  Mr.  Dudley,  and,  in  a  melTage 
to  the  aflembly,  he  advifed  them  to  chufe  Henry  New- 
man,! a  New-England  man,  then  in  London  alfo,  a  per- 
fon  of  great  probity,  who  had  lived  fome  years  in  the 

duke 

*  Mr.  Dummer's  grand  father,  Richard  Dummer,  was  an  affif- 
taat  the  year  when  Mr.  Vane  was  governor  ;  but,  being  of  the 
governor's  party,  was  left  out,  with  others  of  the  fame  fide ; 
and  lived  many  years  after,  maintaining  a  fair  character  and 
acquiring  a  good  eftate,  at  Newbury.  His  father  was  an 
acting  juftice  of  peace  in  Bofton.  Mr.  Dummer,  befides  the 
advantage  of  bright  natural  parts,  had  been  very  well 
educated.  The  college  at  Cambridge  fitted  him  for  the  uni- 
verfuy  of  Utrecht,  where  he  fpent  fome  years,  and  received  a 
doctor's  degree.  After  that,  he  returned  to  New-England  ; 
but  finding  no  profpect  of  employment  there,  that  would  be 
agreeable  to  him,  he  went  to  England,  where  he  arrived  a  little 
before  the  change  of  queen  Ann's  miniftry.  Contrary  to  the 
expectation  of  his  countrymen  and  conftituents,  he  devoted 
hirafelf  to  the  perfons  in  power,  was  employed  by  lord  Boling- 
broke  in  fome  fecret  negociations  and  had  affurances  of  pro- 
motion to  a  place  of  honor  and  profit,  but  the  death  of  the 
queen  blafted  all  his  hopes.  His  letter  to  a  noble  lord,  upon 
the  Canada  expedition,  and  his  defence  of  the  New-England 
charters,  will  tend  more  to  perpetuate  his  memory,  in  his  coun- 
try, than  all  his  fervices  in  the  agency,  which  were  far  from 
inconfiderable.  Mr.  Dummer  conformed  to  his  patron,  lord 
Bolingbroke,  in  religion  as  well  as  politicks.  In  the  latter,  he 
left  him,  upon  the  change  of  times.  In  the  former,  he  is  faid 
to  have  adhered  to  him  to  the  end  of  his  life.  He  died  in  1739. 
The  translation  of  the  travels  of  James  MafTey,  wrote  to  en- 
courage fcepticifm  and  infidelity,  was  dedicated  to  Mr.  Dum- 
mer. Some,  who  did  not  know  they  were  originally  wrote  in 
french,   fuppofed  he  was  the  author. 

I  Mr.  Newman  was  many  years  agen;  for  the  province  of  New- 
Hampfjure. 
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duke  of  Somerfet's  family,  and  who  afterwards  was 
fccretary  to  the  fociety  for  promoting  chriftian  know- 
ledge; but  the  choice  fell  upon  Mr.  Dummerand  the 
governor  did  not  think  proper  to  negative  him. 

Mr.  Dudley  found  means  to  remove  the  prejudice 
of  Sir  William  Afhurft.  From  this  time,  all  his  letters 
are  in  a  different  (train  from  what  they  ufed  to  be,  and 
he  reprefents  the  times  to  be  fuch,  that  there  was  no 
profpec"r  of  a  better  governor,  and  advifes  the  people,  if 
they  could  be  tolerably  eafy,  not  to  run  the  rifque  of  a 
change.  This  was  not  the  only  time  when  fuch  a  word 
of  advice,  to  this,  as  well  as  other  colonies,  would  have 
been  feafonable.  Mr.  Dummer,  who  was  attaching 
himfelf  to  the  new  miniftry  and  had  great  favor  fhewn 
him,  engaged  alfo  in  Mr.  Dudley's  intereft.  Mr.  Phips, 
who,  at  firft,  oppofed  him,  had  for  fome  time  been  very 
friendly  to  him.  It  was  a  rule  with  him  to  gain  his  ene- 
mies, he  was  fure  of  his  friends.  It  requires  much  of 
that  art  and  ikill,  of  which  he  is  faid  to  have  been  mailer, 
to  render  this  rule,  for  any  length  of  time,fuccefsful.  He 
happened  alfo,  as  we  have  obferved,  when  he  was  in  Eng- 
land, to  be  known  to  and  favored  by  Mr.  Harley,  and  his 
intereft  there  was  fo  eftablifhed,  that  he  was  no  longer 
in  danger,  until  the  death  of  the  queen  caufed  an  entire 
revolution,  both  as  to  men  and  meafures.  In  the  pro- 
vince, fome  reports  againfl  him  were  of  (o  grofs  and  cri- 
minal a  nature,  that  although  they  might  find  fome  ready 
to  believe  them,  at  firft,  yet  time  alone  had  funk  the  cre- 
dit of  them,  and  the  remembrance  of  lefler  matters  funk 
with  it,  and  the  laft  days  of  his  adminiftration  were  his 
beft  days. 

This  year,  the  enemy  made  their  firfl:  appearance,  in 
the  fpring,  at  York,  but  found  the  inhabitants  upon  their 
guard.  In  June,  Col.  Hilton  of  Exeter,  being  in  the 
woods  with  1 8  men,  was  ambufhed  by  a  party,  who  fired 
and  killed  the  colonel  and  two  of  his  company,  and  took 
two  prifoners,  the  reft  efcaping.  Hilton  was  a  good 
officer,  and  had  behaved  well  witfi  Church,  in  1704,  and 

upon 
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upon  other  occafions ;  but  at  this  time  was  off  his  guard.  I7l0a 
One  hundred  men  went  out  upon  the  alarm,  but  had  no 
other  fuccefs  than  to  bring  in  the  dead  mangled  bodies  to 
a  decent  interment.  A  few  days  after,  60  or  70  French 
and  Indians  appeared  in  the  Hurts  of  the  town  of  Exeter, 
but  were  alarmed  by  the  firing  a  gun,  and  Went  off  with 
four  children  only,  which  they  picked  up  in  the  ftreet  or 
road  at  play,  to  the  imfpeakable  diftrefs  of  their  parents 
tipon  receiving  the  news.  In  their  retreat,  they  killed 
one  man  and  took  another  prifotier.  They  then  tra- 
velled weftward  and  killed  feveral  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Waterbury  and  Sim'lmry  in  Connecticut,  (truck  down 
upon  Brookfield  and  Marlborough,  and,  from  thence,  to 
Chelmsford,  where  Major  Tyng  was  {Iain,  an  officer  re- 
fpe&ed  for  his  prudence  and  courage. 

The  2d  of  Auguft,  about  50  Indians  came  upon 
Winter  harbour,  and  hovered  about  the  place,  fome  time, 
Until  they  had  killed  four  or  five  and  taken  eight  or  ten 
of  the  inhabitants.  They  infulted  the  fort,  and  found 
the  garrifon  too  many  to  be  taken  ;  but  not  enough  to 
fally  out  and  attack  them.  October  the  iff,  feveral  per- 
fons,  as  they  were  going  to  meeting  at  Berwick,  were 
way  laid,  one  of  them  killed,  another  had  his  horfe  fhot 
under  him,  the  reft  efcaping.  The  10th  of  the  fame 
month,  Bomazeen,  with  60  or  70  more  Indians,  appeared 
at  Winter-harbour,  killed  three  or  four  and  took  as  many 
captives  j  one  of  the  latter  was  Johnfon  Harman,  a  noted 
officer  rn  expeditions,  the  next  war,  againft  the  enemy. 
The  Indians,  after  they  had  done  the  mifchief,  fent  a 
flag  of  truce  to  the  fort,  and  offered  to  ranfom  their 
prifoners,  if  a  veffel  mould  be  fent  to  Kennebeck  river 
to  receive  them. 

Our.  forces  had  been  fcouring  the  woods  aft  the 
fummer,  bur  the  parties  of  the  enemy  avoided  them0 
Towards  winter,  Col.  Walton,  after  his  return  from 
fore-royal,  with  170  men  ranged  the  eaftern  country, 
and  killed  a  Norridgewock  chief  and  fix  or  eight  others. 
He  made  a  fecond  march  to  Winnepiflaukee,    without 

any 
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any  fuccefs;  but  in,  the  mean  time,  the  Indians,  he  was 
hunting  after,  were  feeking  for  their  own  bloody 
game,  more  or  lefs  of  which  they  met  with  at  Cocheco, 
York,  Wells,  &c* 

After  Port- royal  was  reduced,  Nicholfon  went  to 
England  to  follicit  another  expedition  againft  Canada  ; 
andj  although  his  intention  was  known,  there  feemed  to 
be  no  expectation  that  he  would  fucceed.  The  New* 
England  people  we  have  obferved  were  all  Whigs  and 
fuppofed  the  Tory  miniftry  to  be  determined  upon  a 
peace,  and  rather  difpofed  to  fuffer  France  to  recover  part 
of  what  fhe  had  loft,  than  to  make  further  acquifition 
from  her.  And  there  was  a  general  furprize  at  Nichol- 
fon's  return  to  Boflon,  the  8th  of  June,  with  orders  from 
the  queen  to  the  feveral  governments  of  New-England, 
to  New- York,  the  Jerfeys  and  Penfylvania  to  have  their 
quotas  of  men  in  readinefs  for  a  fleet  which  was  expec- 
ted to  arrive  a  few  days  after,  and  in  fact  did  arrive  the 
14th  following.  This  was  fhort  warning.  What  was 
more  extraordinary,  ten  weeks  provifion  for  the  army 
was  to  be  procured  at  Bofton.  It  was  one  reafon  given 
for  this  meafure,  that  there  might  be  no  fufpicions,  in 
Europe,  of  the  deftination  of  this  armament.  It  might 
well  be  doubted  whether  it  would  be  pofTible  to  procure 
fuch  a  quantity  of  provifions  at  Bofton  in  feafon,  and  if 
it  was  not,  it  would  be  impoflible  to  proceed.  This 
extraordinary  meafure  increafed  a  jealoufy,  began  before, 
that  it  was  not  defigned  Canada  fhould  be  taken,  and 
that  the  blame  fhould  be  caft  upon  New-England.  This 
jealoufy  may  have  been  as  groundlefs  as  the  charge, 
which  Walker  firft  and,  after  him,  many  other  authors 
have  brought  againft  New- England,  for  not  affording 
that  ready  afliftance  which  was  expected ;  but  it  certain- 
ly had  this  effect,  to  caufe,  not  only  the  government,  but 

even 
*  July  29.  1 7 10,  died  at  Briftol,  in  Mafiachufets-bay,  JohnSaffin, 

Efq;  who  had  been  one  of  the  council. 
Feb.  9th  1710-11,  died  Col.  John  Fofler,  one  of  the  council  from 

the  charter,  and  a  wealthy  merchant  in  the  town  of  Bofton,  o£ 

a  moft  fair  and  unblemifhed  character. 
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even  private  perfons  to  exert  themfelves  with  more  zeal  tjtt< 
and  vigor  than  had  been  done  upon  any  other  occafion ; 
and  the  people  fubmitted,  not  without  relu&ance,  it  is 
true,  to  have  their  property  taken  from  them,  in  a  way 
and  manner  which  I  think  the  people  of  Great-Britain 
or  Ireland,  at  this  day,  would  not  fubmit  to.     A  general 
meeting  of  all  the  governors  was  appointed,  immediately 
after  Nicholfon's  arrival  at  New-London,  and  they  were 
fitting  when  the  fleet  arrived.     The  aiTembly  happened 
to  be  fitting  at  Bofton,  when  the  firft  orders  came.     The. 
governor,  without  delay,  recommended  to  them  a  full 
compliance  with  the  orders  he  had  received.     The  flrft 
thing  neceffary,  was  money.     The  credit  of  the  treafurj 
was  fo  low  in  England,that  no  merchants  or  private  perfons 
here  would  take  bilk,  unlefs  the  drawers  would  make 
themfelves  refponlible,  and  there  was  no  body  autho- 
rized to  draw  fuch  bills.     The  general  court  determined 
to  iflue  forty  thoufand  pounds  in  bills  of  credit,  and  to 
lend  them  to  merchants  and  others,  for  the  term  of  two 
years.     Thefe  perfons  with  their  bills  of  credit  purchas- 
ed bills   of  exchange    upon  the  treafury  in   England, 
which,   it  was  hoped,  before   the    expiration   of   the 
two  years,  would   be  paid,  and,  if  they  fhouJd  not,  it 
would  be  in  the  power  of  the  government  to  continue 
the  loan,  but  there  was  no  engagement  to  do  it.     The 
next  difficulty  to  be  removed  was  the  extravagant  price 
to  which  provifions  had  ftarted,  upon  the  advice  of  this 
extraordinary  demand.   For  this  purpofe,  an  order  paffed 
the  court,  ftating  the  prices  of  the  fevcral   fpecies  of 
provifions  neceffary  for  the  fervice.     The   owners  of 
the  provifions  fhut  up  their  flores,  or  removed  their  pro- 
vifions in  order  to  conceal  them.     The  demand,  which 
had  raifed  the  price,  they  urged,  was  the  common  chance 
in  trade,  which  every   merchant  was  juftly  intitled   to. 
Another  order  foon  paffed  the  court,  to  imprefs  all  pro- 
vifions, in  whofe  pofleflion  foever,  and  for  this  purpofe 
to  open  all  doors  and  enter.     This  effe&ed  a  general 
compliance.     The  fliort  time  fpent  for  this  purpofe  and 
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2711*  the  refufal  of  particular  perfons  to  fubmitat  flrft,  caufed 
a  charge  from  the  officers  againft  the  country  in  general, 
for  unnecefTarily  delaying  the  fleet  and  army  ;  and  no 
notice  was  taken  of  the  zeal  of  the  government  and  this 
extraordinary  meafure  for  the  removal  of  thefe  impe- 
diments. The  addition  of  fo  many  mouths  had  caufed 
a  fudden  rife  of  all  poultry  and  frefh  meat,  and  at  that 
feafon  of  the  year;  if  the  ufual  confumption  had  contU 
nued,  the  forces  muft  have  failed  of  neceflary  refrefli- 
ment.  This  confideration  induced  many  of  the  princi- 
pal gentlemen  in  Bofton,  to  deny  themfelves  and  to  en- 
gage, while  the  fleet  lay  there  to  eat  fait  provifions  and 
no  other  in  their  families.  The  foldiers  and  feamen, 
fome  of  them,  deferted  and  were  concealed  by  the  in- 
habitants who  were  juftly  cenfured  for  doing  it;  but 
not  fo  the  country,  for  in  all  countries,  there  are  more 
or  lefs  perfons  who  for  the  fake  of  gain  will  do  the  fame. 
A  law  againft  this  offence  was  made,  with  a  very  fevere 
penalty,  and  a  more  fummary  way  provided  for  trial  of 
the  offence  than  ever  had  been  in  any  inflance  before. 
The  defertion  of  the  men  put  the  Admiral  out  of  tem- 
per, and  he  wrote  the  governor  an  angry  letter,  in  which 
he  tells  him,  the  fervice  had  been  prejudiced,  rather 
than  forwarded  fince  his  arrival  at  Bofton,  and  demands 
from  the  government  a  fupply  of  men  equal  to  the  lofs0 
This  could  be  done  in  no  other  way  than  an  imprefs, 
The  inhabitants,  it  muft  be  owned,  would  not  have  fub- 
xnitted  to  it  but,  in  general,  would  have  preferred  a 
prifon  on  fhore  to  a  man  of  war  at  fea. 

Besides  the  miftake,  in  the  plan  of  this  expedition^ 
with  refpedr.  to  a  fpeedy  fupply  of  provifions  at 
Bofton  without  previous  notice,  there  Was  another,  in 
prefuming  that  fkilful  pilots  were  to  be  obtained  there. 
The  beft  in  the  country  were  fliipmafters,  who  had 
been  once  of  twice  up  the  fiver  St.  Lawrence.  Thefe 
were  employed  in  other  bufmefs,  upon  which  their 
future  fupport  depended,  and  they  were  averfe  to 
leaving  it  j  but  the  government  impreffed  them  into  the 
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fervice,  and  afterwards  was  charged  with  their  defect  of  ijtt> 
fkill,  which,  admitting  it  to  be  true,  could  not  be  helped. 

The  troops  were  all  landed  upon  Noddle's  iflandj 
about  a  mile  from  the  town,  where  they  were  every  day 
exercifed  in  a  hjalthy  air  ;  arid  it  was  allowed,  that  men 
were  never  landed  and  reimbarked  in  better  order* 
The  land  force,  including  two  regiments  from  New- 
England,  amounted  to  near  7050  men,  an  army  more 
than  equal  in  number  to  that  which  afterwards  reduced 
Quebec;  under  general  Wolfe ;  although,  in  171 1, it  was 
not  half  fo  ftrong  as  in  1759. 

The  fleet,  which  arrived  at  Boftori,  confided  of  1$ 
fail  of  men  of  war  and  40  tranfports,  and  all  failed  again 
the  30th  of  July.  Greater  difpatch  could  not  well  be 
expected  from  (uch  (liort  warning.  Nicholfon  let  out 
for  Albany  the  fame  day,  to  take  the  command  of  the 
forces  which  were  to  march  by  land. 

Nothing  remarkable  happened  in  the  pafTage  of 
the  fleet  to  Gafpee,  where  it  arrived  the  1 8th  of  Au- 
gufl:  and  failed  again  the  20th.  The  next  day  and  the 
day  after  proving  foggy,  and  the  wind  beginning  to  blow 
frefli  at  E.S.E.  the  (hips  brought  to,  with  their  heads  to 
the  fouthward,  being  out  ci'  fight  of  land  and  out  of 
foundings.  Thi0,  the  admiral,  in  his  own  account,  fays 
was  by  the  advice  of  the  piloxs,  both  Englifliand  trench* 
and  that  they  were  of  opinion  the  fleet  would  drive  into 
the  mid  ft  of  the  channel  or  river.  The  New-England 
pilots  always  denied  they  gave  fuch  advice^  and  declared, 
upon  their  oaths,  their  opinion  was  not  followed  nor 
regarded.  Some  of  the  principal  perfon's  on  board  one 
of  the  (hips  which  belonged  to  New- England,  reported 
that  upon  the  fleet's  being  ordered  to  lie  with  their  heads 
to  the  fouthward  the  whole  {hip's  c  ompany  determined 
they  mud:  drive  upon  the  north  fhore,  and  they  were 
confirmed  in  their  former  jealoufy,  that  it  was  never 
intended  the  fleet  fliould  arrive  at  Quebec.  This,  how- 
ever, is  incredible,  and  the  admiral,  who  had  riot  the  cha- 
racter of  an  abandoned  man,  was  incapable  of  facrificing 
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If ii.  the  lives  of  fo  many  men;  and,  it  mud  be  prefumedl, 
he  would  not  have   thrown  away  his  own   lite,  which 
was  expofed  as  well  as  the  reft.     The  pilots  from  Bofton 
fuppofed  the  admiral  had  a  very  mean  opinion  of  them, 
and  laid  greater  ftrefs  upon  the  judgment  of  the  French 
pilots,  who,  through  ignorance  or  from  defign,  occafioned 
this  wrong  meafure.     In  two  or  three  hours  after  the 
#eet  brought  ro,  fomeof  the  tranfports  were  among  the 
breakers.     Eight  or  nine  (hips  were  loft  upon  the  rocks, 
sfrbout  midnight,  one  thoufand  of  the  men  that  were  on 
board  drowned,  and  about  tix  or  feven  hundred  faved 
bv   the  other  (hips.     All  the  men  of  war  tkaped  ;  the 
admiral's  fhip  is  faid  to  have  anchored,  and  the  reft  either 
flood  off  or  came  to  anchor  ;  and  the  next  morning,  the 
wind  fliifting  to  W.S.W.  the  admiral  bore  away  for  Spa- 
nifh  river,  the  men  of  war  and  tranfports  following; 
but,  the  wind  fliifting   again   to  Eaft,  they  were  eight 
days  before  they  all  arrived,  and,  as  they  had  the  wind, 
might  more  eafily  have  gone  to  Quebec.     In  a  council 
of  war,  it  was  unanimoufly  refolved,   not  only  not  to 
make  any  further  trial  to  go  up  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
but  alfo  not  to  attempt  any  thing  againft  Placentia  in 
Newfoundland  ;  the  fleet  not  being  fufRciently  victualled 
for  either.     They  failed  the  r  6th  of  September,  and  the 
admiral  arrived  the  9th  of  October  at  Portfmouth   and, 
the  15th,  his  fhip,  the  Edgar,  blew  up;    the  caufe  not 
being  known,  jealous  minds  would  fugged  that   even 
this  was  not  without  defign. 

The  admiral  fuppofed,  in  his  account  of  the  expedi- 
tion, that  if  they  had  arrived  at  Quebec  and  landed  their 
men,  their  misfortune  would  have  been  ftill  greater  j 
that  the  French  would  either  have  quitted  the  place  and 
carried  all  their  provifions  with  them,  or  that  they  would 
have  defended  the  place  until  the  provifions  of  the  fleet 
and  army  were  fpent  and  they  muft  have  laid  down  their 
arms ;  or  if  they  finally  furrendered,  it  was  not  to  be 
expected  the  provifions, for  fo  fmall  a  garrifon,would  have 
kfted  any  time  for  twelve  thoufand  men,  and  French 

and 
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and  Englifh  mull  have  ftarved  together.  Vaudrettil  had  i?f  tJ 
made  the  beft  preparations  he  could  for  their  reception, 
having  early  notice,  of  their  coming,  from  the  governor 
of  Placentia.  An  Englifh  prifoner,  carried  in  there  from 
Bofton,  gave  an  account  of  Nicholfon's  arrival,  of  the 
fleet  that  was  to  follow,  and  of  the  fortes  interided  by 
way  of  the  lake  ;  and  the  captain  of  a  privateer  faw  the 
fleet  within  60  leagues  of  Boflon.  This  intelligence 
was  afterwards  confirmed  by  an  Onondago  Indian*  who 
came  to  Quebec  to  inform  of  the  great  preparations 
making  at  Albany,  f 

Nicholson  had  made  but  little  progrefs  in  his 
march  when  he  received  the  news  of  this  difafter,  and, 
if  the  fleet  had  arrived  fafe,  he  would  have  been  too  late 
to  have  drawn  any  of  the  French  force  from  Quebec,  be- 
fore fo  much  of  the  provifions  of  the  fleet  had  been  fpenc 
that  it  would  not  have  been  fafe  to  have  remained  any 
longer;  and  it  is  well  he  did  not  proceed,  for  aflbon  as 
"Vaudreuil  had  advice  of  fo  many  fliips  Move,  and  fo  many 
dead  bodies  with  red  coats  drove  upon  the  fliore,  and  that 
the  river  was  clear  of  (hiris,  he  ordered  all  the  ftrerigth  off 
Canada  towards  Montreal  and  the  lake  Champlain,  which* 
if  Nicholfon  had  patted*  would  have  been  fufficient  to 
prevent  his  return. 

To  compleat  the  charge  againfr.  the  MafTachufets, 
they  are  faid  to  have  reprefented  the  navigation  to  Que- 
bec to  be  eafy  and  without  hazard,  of  which  they  were 
wholly  ignorant  ;  for  the  French,  after  an  hundred  years 
experience,  almoft  every  year  fuffered  inipwreck,  and  fail- 
ing in  the  bay  and  river  St.  Lawrence  was  fo  hazardous 
that  they  could  hardly  obtain  failors  for  a  voyage  t  hi  then 
The  Maflachufets  people  knew  very  well  that  Phips  and 
his  fleet  went  up  and  down  without  difficulty,  in  16905 
that  flags  of  truce  had  frequently  pafled  and  repafled, 
and  they  fuppofed  the  French  reprefented  the  paifage 
difficult,  to  deter  other  nations,  and  experience  now 
flievvs  that  they  judged  right. 

O  2  Tat 
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The  American  tranfports  were  all  preferved,  except 
one  victualler,  and  the  crew  of  that  were  faved.  The 
difippdintment  and  lofs  was  grievous  to  New-England. 
Some  pious  minds  gave  over  all  hopes  of  reducing 
Caiiida.  So  many  attempts  blafted,  plainly  indicated, 
as  they  conceived,  that  providence  never  defigned  the 
whole  northern  continent  of  America  for  one  European 
na  ion.  Upon  the  firft  news  in  England  of  the  difafter, 
rhe  blame  was  laid  upon  governor  Dudley,  and  it  was 
faid  he  would  be  removed,  but  his  conduct  foon  ap- 
peared to  have  been  unexceptionable.* 

Upon  the  return  of  the  MafTachufets  troops,  they 
gave  an  account  of  the  freedom  ufed  by  the  fea  and 
land  officers,  in  attributing  the  whole  misfortune  to  the 
colonies^  The  forces  were  unreafonably  detained  at 
Bofton — The  provifions  fell  fhort  of  what  was  expected 
— The  pilots  were  ignorant  and  not  fit  to  be  trufted. 
The  general  court  therefore  thought  that  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  exculpate  themfelves,  and  that  it  would  be  pru- 
dent to  lay  no  blame  any  where  elfe.  The  governor, 
in  his  fpeech,  Qctob.  i  7.  fays  "  I  condole  with  you  upon 
"  the  forrowful  difafler  of  the  fleet  and  forces  fent  hi- 
"  ther,  by  her  majefty's  fpecial  favor,  to  all  her  good 
"  fubjects  in  the  provinces  of  North  America.  I  have 
il  had  time  enough,  fince  the  account  thereof,  to  confi- 
8  der  the  feveral  articles  of  her  majefty's  commands  to 
"  this  government  for  the  putting  forward  the  expedi- 
"  tion,  and,  therein  1  cannot  charge  this  afTembly  with 
"  neglect  in  any  particular ;  but  when  I  perufe  the 
"journal  of  the  proceedings,  I  think  there  was  all  pro- 
"  vifion  and  expedition  made,  in  every  article  referring 
"  to  foldiers,  artificers,  pilots,  tranfports  and  provifions 
"  for  the  fervice  of  her  majefty's  Brrtifh  forces,  as  well  as 
"  our  own  ;  which  I  hope  you  will  fee  reafon  to  confidet 
"  and .  reprefent  home  for  our  juftification,  that  it  may  be 
"  demonstrated,  that  we  were  in  earnefl  to  do  our  duty, 
"  to  the  utmoft,  for  our  own  benefit  and  eftablifhment, 
(<  as  Well  as  her  majefty's  honor  and  juft  rights." 

Three 
*  Letters  from  LoE^on  In  1711, 
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Three  of  the  principal  pilots,  in  the  fervice,  were  171  *,♦ 
fent  to  England,  to  be  ready  to  give  an  account  of  their 
conduct,  if  enquiry  fhould  be  made.  A  journal  of  rhe 
proceedings  relative  to  the  expedition  was  prepared  and 
tranfmitted,  together  with  an  addrefs  f  to  the  queen* 
The  inftruclions  to  the  agent  were  given  with  prudence 
and  caution.  "  It  chiefly  concerns  us  to  fet  forth  that  we 
"  have  done  our  duty,  by  giving  all  afMance  in  obe- 
*  dience  to  her  majefty's  royal  commands,  as  we  have 
"  reprefented  in  our  humble  addrefs  herewith  tranfmit- 
"  ted  to  be  prefented  by  you,  and  will  appear  by  the 
"  journal  and  orders  accompanying  the  fame.  We  com- 
••  ported  with  the  fupplies,  in  the  large  demands  made 
"'upon  us,  to  the  utmofl  of  our  power,  beyond  what  we 
Si  had  at  firft  a  reafonable  profpect  to  have  provided 
"  timely,  having  fo  (hort  notice,  but  made  our  utmcfi: 
"  efforts  and  happily  got  through  the  fame,  in  which 
*'  you  are  to  vindicate  and  juftify  the  government. 

"It  is  not  our  province,  nor  mud  you  enter  there." 
*'  into,  to  fault  or  impeach  others,  for  wrant  of  doing 
"  their  duty,  or  for  their  conduct  in  that  affair,  any  fur- 
"  ther  than  is  abfolutely  neceiTary  for  our  own  vindica- 
M  tion.  if  there  be  juft  caufe  therefor,  her  majefty  in 
"'  her  princely  wiidom  will  direct  the  enquiry  thereinto.'' 

The  pilots  waited  many  months  in  England,  ready  to 
anfvver  any  queftions,  but  none  were  ever  aifced,  nor  was 
any  enquiry  ever  made  into  the  caufe  of  the  failure  of 
the  expedition.  Upon  the  whole,  it  cannot  be  conceived 
that  the  admiral,  general  and  principal  perfons  employed 
in  the  execution  of  this  plan,  purfued  any  particular 
meafures  in  order  to  defeat  and  overthrow  it ;  that  thofe 
who  projected  it  in  England,  had  not  good  reafon  to 
expe£t  from  the  insufficient  provifion  made  that  it  mufl 

O  3  fail 

j-  In  tills  addrefs,  it  is  among  other  things  afTerted,  that  one  fifth 
part  of  the  whole  inhabitants  of  the  province,  capable  of  bear- 
ing arms,  were  in  pay  that  fummer.  The  like  proportion, 
were  employed  tvyo  or  three  years  fucceflively  in  the  late  war. 
This  would  be  though.;  extraordinary  in  any  (late  in  ILurcpe, 
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171  i.  fail   of  fucccfs  and,  at  beft,  were  well  content  that  it 
flaould,   is  not  fo  certain.* 

Although 

*  The  account  which  Charlevoix  gives  of  the  French  pilot  does 
not  agree  with  Walker's.  "  There  was  on. board  the  admira!, 
3  French  prifoner,  one  Paradis,  an  old  feaman  who  was  per- 
fectly acquainted  with  the  river  St.  Lawrence  :  This  man  cau- 
tioned him,  when  he  was  off  the  feven  inlands,  not  to  venture 
too  near  the  land,  and  he  obliged  him  to  make  frequent  tack§ 
and  co  keep  near  the  wind,  which  did  not  favor  him.  At  length 
the  admiral  tired  out  and,  perhaps,  fufpecting  the  pilot  only 
defigned  to  wear  out  his  men,  refufed  to  come  to  ftays  and  bor- 
dered fo  near  a  little  ifland  called  the  iile  of  eggs,  that  he  and 
feven  more  were  driven  alhore  by  a  very  fudden  fquall  at  ibuth 
eaft,  and  itove  to  pieces  and  but  very  few  people  were  faved." 

I  will  add  a  brief  account  of  the  difafter  the  fleet  met  with,  from, 
a  letter  of  the  New -England  commifiary,   Sampfon  Sheaf. 

**  When  I  accepted  the  employment,  of  commiffary  to  the  New- 
England  forces  on  the  Canada  expedition,  it  was  in  hopes  of 
doing  fomegood  fervice  ;  wherein  I  defigned  to  do  my  belt,  an4 
hoped  with  my  diligence  and  beft  underftanding  to  have  been 
of  fome  ufe,  but  on  the  22d  of  Augufl,  our  fleet  under  the 
command  of  Sir  Hovenden  Walker,  about  8  or  10  leagues  above 
,  the  entrance  of  Canada  river,  about  11  or  12  at  night,  met 
with  a  difmal  difafter.  Ten  or  eleven  of  the  Britilh  tranfports 
run  on  the  north  ihore  and  were  dafhed  to  pieces  againft  the 
rocks.  I  hear  but  of  one  veffel  belonging  to  New- England 
met  with  any  damage.  There  is  an  eminent  providence  of  God 
therein,  which  doubtlefs  we  ought  to  confider  ;  but  as  to  th? 
inftrumental  caufe,  by  whofe  mifconduct  remains  to  be  ex- 
amined, and  I  hope  will  be  made  evident.  The  admiral  and 
general  were  in  great  danger,  they  faved  themfelves  and  their 
(hips,  by  anchoring,  but  loft  feveral  anchors.  It  was  lamenta- 
ble to  hear  the  Ihrieks  of  the  finking,  drowning,  departing  fouls. 
The  fliip,  wherein  I  wa?  embarked,  with  very  great  difficulty 
weathered  the  rocks,  but  we  were  in  no  capacity  to  fuccour 
them  that  were  in  diftrefs. 

Admiral  Walker,  juft  before  our  departure  from  Spanifh  river, 
fet  up  a  crofs  with  an  inscription,  dated  15th  of  September, 
In  nowins  Patris^  fcc.  the  purport  of  which  was,  that  thereby 
he  took  pofleffion  of  that  country  for  her  majefly. 

This  will  be   a  bitter  pill   for  New  England.     The  French  will 
now  employ  their  Indians  with  redoubled  raec  and  malice,  tq 
piftrefs  and  deftroy  our  expofed  frontiers. 
Annapolis  Royal,  Q&jx  6,  JJU>" 
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Although  the  principal  object  of  this  expedition  17a* 
Was  not  obtained,  yet,  in  all  probability,  Annapolis-royal 
was  faved  by  it  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  tha  French. 
The  garrifon  there  was  reduced  to  a  handful  of  men. 
Between  two  and  three  hundred  of  the  New-England 
forces  were  kept  rhere,  after  the  place  was  reduced,  and 
four  in  five  were  dead,  and  they  were  afraid  even  of  the 
Acadians  alone,  without  any  additional  ftrength  ;  but  the 
French  court,  fenfible  of  their  mi  (lake  in  not  giving 
more  attention  to  the  prefervation  of  that  country,  when 
it  was  in  their  hands,  preffed  the  governor  of  Canada,  m 
the  ftrongeft  manner,  to  exert  himfelf  for  the  recovery 
of  it.  A  body  of  troops  was  rai fed  and  ready  to  depart 
from  Canada,  when  the  news  arrived  of  the  Englifh  fleet 
and  other  preparations  making ;  and  the  men  which 
were  defigned  againft  Nova-Scotia  Weredetained  at  home 
to  defend  Canada.  The  French  inhabitants  of  Acadie, 
having  notice  of  the  force  intended  from  Canada,  grew 
infolent,  and  it  was  not  fafe  for  an  Englifh  man  to  flir 
out  of  the  fort.  AiToon  as  they  heard  of  the  difappoint- 
ment,  they  became  fubmuTive  again  and  made  acknow- 
ledgment of  their  faults ;  but  at  the  fame  time  let 
Vaudreuil  know,  that  the  French  king  had  no  better 
fubjects,  and  neceility  alone  had  brought  them  to  this 
fubmiffion.  Thefe  were  the  inhabitants  round  the  fort, 
included  in  the  capitulation.  Many  of  thofe  at  a  diflance 
had  not  yet.  fubmitted  to  the  Englifli,  and  Capt.  Pigeon, 
an  officer  of  the  regulars,  was  fent  up  the  river  to  de- 
ftroy  fome  of  the  French  houfes,  as  well  as  to  cut  timber 
for  the  repair  of  the  fort.  He  was  furprized  by  a  great 
number  of  Indians,  who  killed  the  fort  major,  the  engi- 
neer and  all  the  boat's  crew,  and  took  thirty  or  forty 
of  the  garrifon  prifoners.  This  ftroke  encouraged  the 
inhabitants  again  to  take  up  arms,  and  five  hundred  of 
them,  with  as  many  Indians  as  they  could  collect,  were 
preparing  to  attack  the  fort,  expecting  an  experienced 
officer  from  Placentia  to  head  them  ;  but  the  governor 
not  being  able  to  fpare  one,  they  laid  down  their  aim, 3 
again  and  difperfed, 

0  4  To. 
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171  i.  To  meet  the  French  or  Indian  enemy,  who  were  ex- 
petted  upon  our  frontiers,  Col.  Walton  was  fent,  in  the 
fall,  with  1 80  men,  as  far  as  Penobfcot,  where  he  burned 
two  vefTels  which  were  defigned  for  privateers  or  cruizers, 
and  took  fome  prifoners. 

The  year  171 1  was  rendered  remarkable  by  a  fire  in 
the  town  of  Bofton,  which  from  that  time  until  the  year 
1760  was  called  the  great  fire.  It  was  fuppofed  to 
have  been  caufed  by  the  careleflhefs  of  an  old  tfoman 
in  or  near  what  is  called  Williams's  court ;  all  the  houfes 
on  both  fides  of  Cornhill,  from  fchool -flreet  to  what 
is  called  the  {lone  fhop  in  Dock-fquare,  all  the  upper 
part  of  King-ftreet  on  the  fouth  and  north  fide,  together 
with  the  town-houfe,  and  what  was  called  the  old  meet- 
ing houfe  above  it,  were  confumed  to  allies.* 

1712.  Early  in  the  fprlng,  the  enemy  fell  upon  us,  an$ 
made  fpoil  upon  Oyfler  river,  Exeter,  Kittery,  York  and 
Wells.  In  May,  a  party  of  Englifh  went  up  Merrimack 
river  and  killed  eight  Indians,  without  lofs  to  themfelves  ; 
but  the  Indians  will  not  red  long  without  revenge. 
In  Jane  and  July,  they  killed  or  took  prifoners  feveraj 
from  Berwick,  Kittery,  Wells,  Dover  and  Kington.  At 
Dover,  apprehending  they  were  in  danger  as  they  were 
fcalping  two  children,  for  greater  difpatch  they  took  off 
both  their  heads,  leaving  the  bodies  a  doleful  fpecracle  to 
their  unhappy  parents.  In  the  fall,  a  great  number  of 
people  being  at  a  wedding  of  £apt«  Wheelwright's  daugh- 
ter of  Weils,  the  enemy  furprized  feveral  of  the  com- 
pany, and  among  the  reft  the  bridegroom,  Mi;.  Plaifled, 
ion  to  a  gentleman  of  Portfmputh.  The  Indians  ex- 
pected a  good  ranfom  for  fuch  a  prifoner,  and,  inftead  of 
carrying  him  to  Canada,  fent  in  a  flag,  and  offered,  upon 
payment  of"  three  hundred  pounds  to  releafe  him,  and 
the  money  was  paid  and  the  prifoner  returned,     I  am 

tired 

j   Co!.  Tailer  arrived  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1711  with  her  e»S- 

„   .  ,«•*'■■•  , 

lefty's  $Qi3a?0ttUQ»  i^i'  UcuteoaRt  governor 3 
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tired  of  relating  thefe  inroads  of  the  enemy,  many  of"  17x3.* 
which  I  have  given  an  account  of  in  general  terms,  and 
avoided  frequently  enumerating  circumftances  which  ex- 
cite horror  from  the  meer  relation.  This  was  the  lad 
action  of  any  confequence.  In  the  fpring,  after  the  1713, 
peace  of  Utrecht  was  known  in  America,  the  Indians 
fent  in  to  Major  Moodey  at  Cafco,  to  pray  that  there 
might  be  peace  between  the  Englifh  and  them  alfo,  and 
propofed  a  treaty  to  be  held  there  ;  but  the  governor 
thought  it  more  for  his  honor  to  oblige  them  to  come 
to  Portfmouth,  the  chief  town  of  one  of  his  governments, 
than  to  go  to  the  borders  of  their  ufual  refidence ;  and, 
upon  the  13th  of  July,  they  entred  anew  into  articles  of 
fubmiffion  and  pacification,  figned  by  a  number  of  chiefs 
of  their  feveral  tribes,  wherein  they  afk  pardon  for  all 
vtheir  pad  rebellions  and  violations  of  former  promifes, 
and  engage  to  demean  themfelves  for  the  future  as 
very  obedient  faithful  fubjecls  of  the  crown  of  Great- 
Britain.  An  obfervation  occurs  to  me  which  I  may  pro- 
perly enough  bring  in  at  the  clofe  of  this  war. 

Notwithstanding  the  inhabitants  in  the  colonies, 
in  general,  double  their  numbers,  from  their  natural 
growth  or  increafe,  in  twenty  five  years  at  mod,  yet  the 
growth  of  the  Maffachufets  colony  and  New  Hampfhire 
have  born  no  proportion  to  the  reft;  and  in  the  year 
1 7 1 3  there  was  not  double  the  number  of  inhabitants  in 
the  Maffachufets  province,  which  the  feveral  colonies,  of 
which  it  was  formed,  contained  fifty  years  before.  During 
this  period,  there  was  no  remarkable  emigration  to  other 
colonies.  There  was  vacant  land  fufficient,  to  extend 
fettlements  upon,  and  as  eafy  to  be  procured  as  any  > 
where  elie.  The  heavy  taxes  may  have  drove  fome  to 
other  governments,  but  the  chief  reafon  of  the  difference 
is  the  conftant  flate  of  war  which  thofe  two  provinces 
were  in,  the  Maffachufets  efpecially.  From  1675,  when 
Philips  war  begun,  to  17 13,  five  or  fix  thoufand  of  the 
youth  of  the  country  had  perifhed  by  the  enemy,  or 
by  diileinpers  contracted  in  the  fervice  \  nine  in  ten  01 

thefe 
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thefe  would  have  been  fathers  of  families  and,  in  the 
courfe  of  40  years,  have  multiplied  to  near  an  hun- 
dred thoufand  fouls,  f 

I  cannot  avoid  a  reflexion  alfoupon  the  heavy  burdens 
which  the  province  fubjected  it  felf  to  during  this  war, 
I  fuppofe  beyond  thofe  of  any  other  ten  years  from  the 
firfl:  fettlement.  The  caftle  and  other  fortifications  at 
Bofton,  the  feveral  forts  in  the  eaftern  country,  the  va- 
rious expenfive  expeditions  actually  profecuted,  and  the 
preparations  made  for  others,  added  to  the  conftant  de- 
fence of  the  extenfive  frontiers  and  to  the  fupport  of  the 
civil  government,  without  any  relief  or  compenfation 
from  the  crown,  certainly  muff  have  occafioned  fuch  an 
annual  burden  as  was  not  felt  by  any  other  fubjects  of 
Great-Britain,  and  the  merit  of  the  people  of  that  day 
ought  not  to  be  forgot. 

The  fettlement  of  the  line  of  jurifdi&ion  between 
the  province  and  the  colony  of  Connecticut  which  was 
accomplifhed  in  the  year  17 13,  after  in  effectual  attempts 
for  feveral  years  before,  deferves  particular  notice.  In 
1636  the  firfl  fettlcrs  upon  Connecticut  river  removed 
from  the  MaiTachufets  and  took  poffeffion  of  the  country 
upon  and  near  the  river  on  both  fides,  from  Springfield 
as  low  as  Weathersfield,  inclufive  of  both,  and  managed 
their  affairs  by  virtue  of  authority  from  the  general  court 
of  the  Maflachufets.  In  1638  the  inhabitants  of 
Springfield,  which  included  what  was  afterwards  called 
Suffield,  below  on  one  fide  of  the  river,  and  Enfield  on 
the  other  fide,  having  no  doubt  that  they  were'  within, 
the  limits  of  the  MaiTachufets  patent,  petitioned  the  ge- 
neral court  that  they  might  be  feperated  from  the  other 
towns  below,  and  be  received  and  continued  as  part  of 

the 

f  The  fame  obfervation  may  be  made  from  1722  to  1762.  The 
inhabitants  have  not  doubled  their  number.  The  lofs  of  2  or 
3000  young  men,  at  and  after  the  fiege  of  Louifburgh,  will  go 
a  great  way  towards  accounting  for  the  deficiency.  It  is  pro- 
bable there  would  have  been  200,000  fouls  more  than  there 
are  at  this  time  in  New- England,  if  the  French  had  beep  drives^ 
from  Canada  an  hundred  years  ago« 
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the  colony,  which  was  granted  and  jurifdielion  exercifed  I7I3t* 
accordingly.  In  1 642,  by  order  of  the  general  court,  two 
mathematicians,  as  they  are  called  in  the  records,  Nathan 
Woodward  and  Solomon  Saffery  run  a  line  weft,  as  they 
fuppofed,  from  a  ftation  three  miles  north  of  Charles 
river  until  they  came  to  Windfor,  upon  Connecticut  river, 
where  it  ftruck  the  houfe  of  Biffell  who  kept  the  ferry. 
The  people  who  had  fettled  upon  Connecticut  river  had 
no  better  title  to  land  or  jurifdiction  than  poffeffion, 
the  grant  made  them  by  the  Maffachufets  general  court 
being  a  meer  nullity. 

In  1630,  the  Earl  of  Warwick  had  obtained  from  the 
council  of  Plimouth  a  patent  of  the  lands  upon  a  (trait 
line  near  the  fea  fhore  towards  the  fouth  weft,  weft: 
and  by  fouth,  or  weft,  from  Naraganfet  river  forty 
leagues,  as  the  coaft  lies  towards  Virginia,  and  all  within 
that  breadth  to  the  fouth  fea,  and  yet,  in  1635,  all  the 
lands  between  Connecticut  river  and  the  Naraganfel 
country  were  aftigned  by  the  fame  council  to  the  Mar* 
quis  of  Hamilton,  Lord  Say  and  others  had  purchafed 
the  Earl  of  Warwick's  title,  and  by  their  agents  built  a 
fort  at  the  mouth  of  Connecticut  river  about  the  year 
1635,  and  four  or  five  years  after  Mr.  Fenwick  came 
pver  with  defign  to  take  poffeffion  of  the  lands  upon 
Connecticut  river  under  lord  Say,  &c.  and  remained  in 
poffeffion  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  until  1 644,  when  the 
iettlers  purchafed  the  title  of  the  lords,  as  it  was  called, 
and  formed  themfelves  into,  or  continued  the  form  they 
had  affumed,  of  a   body  politic. 

When  the  line  was  run  by  Woodward  and  Saffery, 
Fenwick  was  to  have  joined,  as  the  Maffachufets  commif- 
fioners  for  the  united  colonies  afterwards  affirmed,  though 
Connecticut  commiffioners  denied  it,  and  in  1648,  when 
a  difpute  arofe  about  a  duty  required  of  Springfield  for 
the  fupport  of  the  fort  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  the 
Maffachufets  offered  to  run  the  line  anew  if  Connecticut 
would  be  at  the  charge,  the  Maffachufets  having  been  at 
Aefote  charge  before,  but  this  was  not  agreed  to,  and  the 

fort 
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1710.  fort  being  burned  down,  and  the  conrroverfy  about  the 
duty  at  an  end,  this  linefeems  to  have  been  acquiefced  in, 
and,  in  1 662,  Mr.  Winthrop  obtained  from  king  Charles  a 
charter  for  the  colonies  of  Connecticut  and  New-Haven 
united,  the  north  line  whereof  is  intended  to  be  the  fame 
with  the  fouth  line  of  MafTachufets.  From  this  time, 
until  after  the  incorporation  of  the  MafTachufets  by  a 
n^w  charter  in  1691,  we  hear  nothing  about  bounds, 
except  fome  con  trove  rfies  between  Springfield  and  Wind- 
for  about  their  towns  grants^  and  letters  from  the  au- 
thority of  each  government  relative  to  it ;  and,  in  1686, 
many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Roxbury  pitched  upon  a  tract 
of  land  to  fet.tlt  upon,  which  was  bounded  on  the  fouth 
by  Woodward  and  Salfery's  line,  and  it  was  granted  to 
them  by  the  MafTachufets  government  and  took  the  name 
of  Woodftock.  Grants  were  alfo  made  to  particular 
perfons  of  tracts  of  land  near  to  this  line. 

After  the  new  charter,  Connecticut  made  a  more 
ferious  affair  of  what  was  called  the  MafTachufets  en- 
croachments, and  in  1700,  upon  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  by  Connecticut  with  a  general  power  to  fettle 
the  bounds  between  the  two  governments,  the  MafTa- 
chufets appointed  a  committee*  with  a  fpecial  limited 
power,  viz.  to  find  the  fouthernmafl:  line  of  the  late 
colony  of  Maffachufets-bay  as  anciently  run  by  Nathanael 
Woodward  and  Solomon  SafTery,  and  to  make  report 
thereof  to  the  general  court.  This  was  not  what  Con- 
necticut wanted,  for  they  fuppofed  Woodward  and  Saf- 
fery's  line  to  be  erroneous,  however  they  appointed  a, 
committeef  to  attend  the  work,  who  reported  to  their 
condiments  that  a  line  from  three  miles  north  of  Charles 
fiver,  or  Woodward  and  Saffery's  ftation,  would  run  fome 
miles  to  the  northward  of  John  BiffeH's  houfe,  where 
Woodward  and  SafTery  fuppofed  it  to  run,  and  in  1702 
Mr.  Winthrop,  the  governor  of  Connecticut,  wrote  tot 
governor  Dudley    and  defired  tfcat   the  MafTachufets 

would 

*  Col.  Hutchinfon,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Anthrum,  and  Mr.  Prout.   . 
i.  William  Pitkin,  E%,  and  Capt,  William  Whiting. 
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Yi'ould  join  in  afcertaining  the  differenee  of  latitude  be-  171  j. 
tween  the    Charles  river   ftation  and   Biffell's    houfe. 
There  were  other  attempts  to  bring  this  affair  to  a 
conclufion,  but  ineffectual,  and  in  1708,  by  a  (late  of  the 
cafe  read  in  both  houfes,  it  appears  that  the  Maffachufets 
intended  "to  rely  upon  the  line  formerly  run,  as  it  is  there- 
in faid,  by  two  ikilful  artifts  in  the  year  1 642,  and  which 
has  continued  the  dated  boundary  for  66  years."  They 
add,  that  Connecticut  charter  which  was  granted  in  1662 
was  bounded    by  the  fouth   line  of  the  Maffachufets, 
which   was  not  then  an  imaginary  or  untried  line,  but 
well  known  to  the  gentleman*  who  follicited  that  char- 
ter,   who  if  he    had  thought  it  controvertible  would 
doubtlefs  have  obtained  an  order  for  rectifying  and  adj lift- 
ing it,  and  fuppofing,  which  was  not  granted,  that  there 
fhould  be  any  error  or  miftake  in  the  line,  yet,  having 
been  run  and  ftated  fo  long  before  the  grant  of  Connec- 
ticut charter  and  held  by  poffeffion  for  66  years,  and  towns 
and  plantations  having  been  granted  and  fettled  upon  the 
fame,  it  was  unreafonable,  now,  to  draw  it  into  queftion. 
There  being  fo  little  profpect  of  the  Maffachufets 
receding  from  a  line  of  which  they  had  fo  long  been  in 
poffeffion,    Connecticut  made  their  application  to  Eng- 
land, and  I  find  by  a  letter  from  governor  Saltonftall  of 
Conneclicut,  in  1710,  that  he  was  expecting  orders  con- 
cerning ir.     If  any  came,  probably  they  were  fuch   as 
repeatedly  afterwards  were  fent  to  New-Hampfhire.viz. 
to  fettle  the  controverfy  by  commiffioners  appointed  of 
agreed  upon  by  the  general  courts  of  each  colony.     Be 
that  as  it  may,  it  is  certain  that  Connecticut  renewed 
their  application  to  the  Maffachufets,  and  at  length  corri- 
miffions  paffed  the  feals  of  each  government  with  ample 
powers   to  fettle  the  controvert.     The  Maffachufets 
were  intent  upon  fecliring  the  property  to  fuch  perions 
to  whom  they  had  granted  lands  and  the  jurifdiction  of 
thofe  towns  which  had  been  fettled  by  them.     Suffield, 
Enfield  and  Wood  (lock  were  the  only  towns  which  could 
be  affected.     Connecticut  was  alfo  apprehenfive  that  part 

of 
*  Vol.  I.  p,  ioo» 
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*1l3-  of  the  town  of  Simfbury,  which  had  been  fettled  by  that 
government,  might  fall  within  the  MafTachiifets.  It  was 
therefore  fettled  as  a  preliminary,  that  the  towns  fhould 
remain  to  the  governments  by  which  they  had  been 
fettled  and  the  property  of  as  many  acres  as  fhould  ap- 
pear upon  a  balance  to  have  been  gained  by  one  govern- 
ment from  the  other  fhould  be  conveyed  out  of  other 
unimproved  lands  as  a  fatisfaction  or  equivalent,  only,  as 
there  was  about  two  miles  which  Windfor  claimed  upon 
the  town  of  Sufiield,  there  having  been  long  contefl 
between  thefe  two  towns  concerning  the  validity  of  the 
refpective  grants,  it  was  agreed  the  two  miles  fhould  be- 
long to  Connecticut  if  they  fell  within  their  line. 

Nothing  could  be  more  equitable  nor  tend  more  to 
the  future  peace  and  content  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
contefted  borders. 

It  appeared,  by  the  report  of  the  comirnflioners,that 
I07793  acres  of  land  were  due  from  the  Maffachufets, 
Who  accordingly  made  a  grant  thereof  to  Connecticut. 
They  accepted  and  made  fale  of  the  fame  and  applied  the 
produce  to  the  fupport  of  Yale  college  and  other  public 
tifes,  and  the  controverted  towns  for  many  years  after 
continued  without  moleftation  under  the  jurifdi&ion  by 
which  they  were  firft  fettled. 

The  affairs  of  the  war  had  fo  engaged  the  attention 
of  all  perfons,  that  we  hear  little  of  party  difputes  and 
difcord,  for  five  or  fix  years  part  ;  but  affoon  as  they 
were  delivered  from  enemies  without,  a  contention  be- 
gan within,  from  a  new  caufc,  the  effects  of  which  were 
felt  many  years  together.  The  paper  bills  of  credit 
were  the  caufe  of  this  contention.  So  many  bills  had 
been  iffued  for  the  charges  of  the  war,  particularly  the 
large  fum  of  forty  thoufand  pounds,  iffued  for  the  Canada 
expedition,  that  they  were  become  the  fole  inftrumenc 
and  meafure  of  commerce,  and  fiber  and  gold  were  en- 
tirely banifhed.  Of  two  inftruments,  one  in  ufe  in  a 
particular  flate  onlyy  the  other  with  the  whole  com- 
mercial world,  it  is  eafy  to  determine  which  muft  leave 
that  particular  ftate  and  which  remain.    The  currency 

of 
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ef  filver  and  gold  intirely  ceafing,  the  price  of  every  17 x34 

thing  bought  or  fold  was  no  longer  compared  therewith, 
but  with  the  paper  bills,  or  rather  with  meer  ideal 
pounds,  (hillings  and  pence.  The  rife  of  exchange  with 
England  and  all  other  countries,  was  not  attributed  to 
the  true  caufe,  the  want  of  a  fixed  ftaple  medium,  but 
to  the  general  bad  (late  of  the  trade.  It  was  thought 
that  increafing  the  paper  bills  would  enliven  and  reform 
the  trade.  Three  parties  were  formed,  one  very  fraall, 
which  was  for  drawing  in  the  paper  bills  and  depending 
upon  a  filver  and  gold  currency.  Air.  Hutchinfon,  one 
of  the  members  for  Bofton,  was  among  the  mod  active 
of  this  party.  He  was  an  enemy,  all  his  life,  to  a  depre- 
ciating currency,  upon  a  principle  very  ancient,  but  tocr 
feldoiii  prac~tifed  upon,  nil  utile  quod  non  honejlum. 

Another  party  was  very  numerous.  Thefe  had 
projected  a  private  bank,  or  rather  had  taken  up  a  pro* 
je&  publifhed  in  London  in  the  year  1 684  ;  but  this  not 
being  generally  known  in  America,  a  merchant  in  Boftori 
was  the  reputed  father  of  it.  There  was  nothing  more 
in  it,  than  iftuing  bills  of  credit,  which  all  the  members 
of  the  company  promifed  to  receive  as  money,  but  at  no 
certain  value  compared  with  filver  and  gold  ;  and  real 
efUtes,  to  a  fufficient  value,  were  to  be  bound  as  a  fees- 
rity  that  the  company  fhould  perfoim  their  engagements. 
They  were  foliiciting  the  fanftion  of  the  general  court, 
and  an  ad  of  government  to  incorporate  them.  This 
parry,  generally,  confifted  of  perfons  in  difficult  or  in- 
volved circumftances  in  trade,  or  fuch  as  were  pofTeiTed 
of  real  eftates,  but  had  little  or  no  ready  money  at  com- 
mand, or  men  of  no  fubftance  at  all ;  and  we  may  well 
enough  fuppofe  the  party  to  be  very  numerous.  Some, 
no  doubt,  joined  them  from  miftaken  principles,  and  an 
apprehenfion  that  it  was  a  fcheme  beneficial  to  the  pub- 
lic, and  fome  for   party  fake  and  popular  applaufe. 

Three  of  the  reprefentatives  of  Bofton,  Mr.  Cooke, 
fon  to  the  agent,  we  have  fo  often  mentioned,  Mr.Noyes, 
a  gentleman  in  great  efleem  with  the  inhabitants  in 

general, 
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ifiZ-  general,  and  Mr.  Payne,  were  the  fupporters  of  the  partya 
Mr.  Hutchinfon,  the  other  (an  attempt  to  leave  him  out 
of  the  houfe  not  fucceeding)  was  ferit  from  the  hoiife  to 
the  council,  where  his  oppofition  would  be  of  lefs  con- 
fequence.  The  governor  was  no  favorer  of  the  fcheme, 
but  the  lieutenant  governor,  a  gentleman  of  no  great  for- 
tune, and  whofe  ftipend  from  the  government  was 
trifling,  engaged  in  this  caufe  with  great  zeal. 

A  third  party,  though  very  oppofite  to  the  private 
bank,  yet  were  no  enemies  to  bills  of  credit.  They 
were  in  favor  of  a  loan  of  bills  from  the  government  to 
any  of  the  inhabitants  who  would  mortgage  their  eflates 
as  a  fecurity  for  the  re-payment  of  the  bills,  with  inte- 
reft,  in  a  term  of  years,  the  intereft  to  be  paid  annually; 
and  applied  to  the  fupport  of  government.  This  was 
a"n  ealy  way  of  paying  public  charges,  which,  no  doubt, 
they  wondered,  that  in  fo  many  ages  the  wifdom  of 
other  governments  had  never  difcovered.  The  princi- 
pal men  of  the  council  were  in  favor  of  it,  and  it  being 
thought  by  the  firfl  party  the  lead  of  two  evils,  they 
fell  in  with  the  fcheme,  and,  after  that,  the  country  was 
divided  between  the  public  and  private  bank.  The 
houfe  of  reprefentatives  was  near  equally  divided,  but 
rather  Tavorers  of  the  private  bank,  from  the  great  in- 
fluence of  the  Boflon  members  in  the  houfe,  and  a  great 
number  of  perfons  of  the  town,  out  of  it.  The  cori- 
troverfy  had  an  univerfal  fpread,  and  divided  towns, 
parifhes,  and  particular  families.* 

1714.  At  length,  after  long  ftruggle,  the  party  for  the 
public  bank  prevailed  in  the  general  court,  for  a  loan  of 
fifty  thoufand  pounds  in  bills  of  credit,  which  were  put 
into  the  hands  of  truftees  f  and  lent  for  five  years  only, 

to 

*  May  8.  1713.   died  at  Yarmouth  John  Thacher,  Efq;  one  of 

the  council,  in  his  75th  year. 
In  Vol.  I.  p.  395,  it  is  faid  Sir  Edmund  Andros  died  in  Virginia, 

but  I  find  by  letters  from  London  dated  the  24th  Feb.  17 13-1/ 
•   that  he  died  there  in  that  week. 
f  The  truftees   were  Andrew  Belcher,   Aldington  Davenport^ 

Thoraas  Hutchinfon,  Edward  Hutchinfon,  and  John  Wi 
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to  any  of  the  inhabitants  at   5  per  cent,  intereft,  one  17144 
fifth  part  of  the  principal  to  be  paid  annually.     This 
lefTened  the  number  of  the  party  for  the  private  bank, 
but  it  increased  the  zeal,  and  raifed  a  ftrong  refentmenr, 
in  thofe  which  remained. 

A  veffel,  which  arrived  at  Boftori  from  Ireland  the 
15th  of  September,  brought  the  firfl  news  of  the  death 
of  the  queen,  and  theacceflion  of  king  George  the  firft ; 
and  two  days  after,  a  velFel  arrived,  from  fome  part  of 
Great  Britain,  with  the  printed  proclamation  in  the  London 
Gazette.  This,  the  governor  thought  fufHcient  warrant, 
without  exprefs  orders,  for  proclaiming  the  king  in  the 
province.  The  practice  in  the  colonies  has  not  been 
uniform  oh  the  like  occafions.  At  New-Hampfhire,  the 
king  was  proclaimed  from  the  fame  intelligence,  the  2  2d 
of  September;*  at  Rhode -Ifland,  the  29th;  at  New- 
York,  the  nth  of  October;  at  New-Haven,  in  Con* 
hecYicut,  the  14th;  at  Philadelphia,  the  27th;  no  ex- 
prefs orders  being  received  in  any  of  thofe  places ;  but  at 
Annapolis- royal  it  was  delayed  until  the  2d  of  December* 
The  propriety  of  proceeding  without  exprefs  orders  has 
been  queflioned,  but  the  abfurdity  of  a£h  or  government* 
in  the  name  and  by  authority  of  a  prince,  for  months 
together,  after  certain  intelligence  of  their  demife,  haa 
generally  influenced  the  governors  to  proceed* 

The  fecret  defigns  of  Queen  Ann's  Iaft  miniftry 
were  no  where  more  fufpe&ed,  nor  more  dreaded,  than 
in  the  Maffachufets ;  and  the  firfl:  of  Auguft  was  no> 
where  celebrated  with  greater  joy,  during  the  whole 
01  the  king's  reign; 

The  Hazard  (loop  fent  exprefs  from  England,  wifh. 
orders  to  the  government,  was  loft  upon  CohafTet  rocks, 
the  1 2th  of  November;  the  vefTel  being  (love  topieces* 

Vol.  II.  P  and 

#  The  23d  by  fpecial  order  from  die  governor  tile  king  was  pro- 
claimed at  Salem,  the  civil  and  military  officers  and  principal 
gentlemen  as  well  as  great  numbers  of  other  inhabitants  attend- 
ing. This  was  h!ot  the  only  inftance  of"  refpeft  (hewn,  by  Mf« 
Dudley  to  this  ancient  and  reputable  town. 
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:?i4-  and  no  papers  of   any   confequence  faved.      Enough 
wafhed  afhore  to  make  certain  what  veflel  it  was, and  one 
man  had  been  landed  and  left  at  Nantucket.    Six  months, 
from  the  king's  acceffion,  expired  and  no  orders  had 
arrived  for  continuing  officers  in  their  polls.     The  au- 
thority of  the  governor  began  to  be  called  in  queftion. 
By  the  charter,  upon  the  death,  removal  or  abfence  of 
the  governor  and  lieutenant  governor  and  there  being 
no  perfon  commiffionated  as  governor  within  the  pro- 
vince, in  fuch  cafes  the  government  devolves  npon  the 
council  or  the  major  part  of   them.       The    council 
deriving  their    authority  from  charter  and    not  from 
a  royal  commiffion,  the  aft  of  parliament  limiting  the 
continuance  in  office  to  fix  months  after  the  death  of  a 
prince,  it  was  fuppofed,  could  not  affect  their  authority* 
The  advice,  of  the  mifcarriage  of  the  firft  orders,  went 
the  firft  opportunity  to  England,  and  new  orders  were 
daily  expected,  and  forne  were  inclined  to  wait  ;  but,  on 
the  4th  of  February,  the  council  afTumed  the  government, 
the  lieutenant  governor,  being  of  the  council,  joining 
with  the  reft,  and  iflucd  a  proclamation  for  all  officers 
to  continue  in  their  pofes,  &c. 

An  inftruclion  had  been  given  by  the  queen,  in  1707, 
directing  that  in  cafe  of  the  death  or  abfence  of  the  go- 
vernor and  lieutenant  governor,  the  eldeft  councellor 
fhould  prefide  in  the  province  j  but  the  charter  giving 
the  powers  of  government  to  the  major  part,  this  in* 
ftruction  was  not  regarded. 

The  adminiftration  of  the  council  was  ftiort,  and 
nothing  of  moment  was  tranfacted.  On  the  21ft  of 
March,  the  king's  proclamation  was  received,  and  the 
governor  re-afrumed  with  as  great  parade  as  if  he  had 
been  firft  entering  upon  the  government,  but  he  had 
reafon  to  expect  his  rule  would  be  (hort.  His  friends  in 
the  province  were  increafed.  Thofe  who  had  been  his 
greateft  oppofers  had  many  of  them  changed  fides  and 
were  ftrongly  attached  to  him,  and  ufed  what  intereft 

they 
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they  had  with  Sir  William  Aftiurfl*  and  others  that  he  1714" 
might  be  continued,  and  at  their  requeft  Amurfi  appear- 
ed  for  him.  The  Bankers  were  the  chief  of  the  difaf- 
fected,  and  Col.  Byfield,  f  a  gentleman  of  the  council, 
father  in  law  to  the  lieut.  governor,  went  over  to  Eng- 
land to  endeavour  to  fupplant  him,  but  wanted  interefl. 
In  England  Mr.  Dudley  loft  his  friends  by  the  queen's 
death.  Col.  Burgefs,  who  had  ferved  under  General 
Stanhope,  was  by  his  intereft,  in  February,  appointed  to 
the  government,  and  his  commiffions  palled  the  feals 
March  the  17th,  and  Afliurft  writes,  that  the  General 
had  promifed  to  be  anfwerable  for  his  good  behaviour. 

Mr.  Dudley  met  the  affemblyi  at  the  election  in  May,  1715a 
but  made  no  fpeech,  though  he  had  never  failed  of  doing 
it  before.  The  Council  and  Houfe  chofe  his  great  ad- 
verfary  Mr.  Cooke,  f  whom  he  had  fo  often  negatived, 
into  the  council,  and  either  from  indifference,  or  a  fpirit 
of  forgivenefs  before  his  political  departure,  he  now 
approved  of  him. 

V  2  Cou 

*  "  i  am  glad  to  hear  cf  the  prosperity  of  New- England,  and  that 
the  governor  engages  the  good  wifhes  of  the  people  for  his  con- 
tinuance. I  am  of  opinion  you  cannot  be  better  than  you  are 
at  prefeht ;  if  you  ihould  have  a  new  one  you  muft  expect  it  to 
be  a  neceflitous  perfon. — Certainly  you  have  reafon  to  expect 
more  advantages  from  one  that  is  bora  among  you  than  from 
a  Granger  to  your  conftituiion."-— > 

//.  Ajhuffl  to  L  Mather,  Aug.   lo.  17 14. 

f  Col.  Byfield  cams  from  England  about  the  year  1680,  and  fet- 
tled foon  after  at  Briftol,  in  the  colony  of  New-Plimouth.  His 
father  was  Richard  Byfield,  one  of  the  affembly  of  divines  ;  his 
mother,  fitter  to  bifhop  Juxon.  He  had  intereft  to  obtain  a 
commiffion  for  judge  of  the  admiralty  in  1703,  which  he  held 
until  17  {  5.  He  complained  of  being  injurioufly  reproved  by 
Mr.  Dudley  in  council,  for  fome  alledged  errors  in  judicial 
proceedings,  and  was  after  that  always  in  the  oppofition. 

X  Mr.  Cooke  died  the  31ft  of  October  this  year,  aged  78.  He 
was  efteemcd  as  a  physician,  but  mod  remarkable  in  his  politi- 
cal character,  having  been  more  than  forty  years  together  cm- 
ployed  in  places  of  public  truft,  alway  firm  and  fteady  to  his 
principles.  I  am  obliged  to  Mr.  Middlecot  Cooke,  his  grand- 
fon,  for  many  of  his  papers,    which  have  been  of  great  ufe. 

The  fame  day  ThQiiias  Oliver,  Efq;  another  of  the  council*  died 
at  Newton.  Mr„ 
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Col.  Burgefs  intended  to  flay  a  fliort  time  in  England* 
The  bank  party  were  impatient  for  the  removal  of 
Dudley,  who  did  not  favor  them,  and  whofe  fecohd 
fon  William  Dudley,  wrho  began  to  have  great  weight  in 
the  houfe  of  reprelentatives,  was  a  violent  oppofer.  An 
unufual  ftep  was  taken,  that  the  governor's  commifTion 
might  be  fuperfeded.  An  exemplification  of  Burgefs's 
commiffion  was  obtained,  and  that,  with  the  new  com- 
miffion or  warrant  to  the  lieutenant  governor  Tailer, 
Were  pubiilhed  in  Bofton,  at  the  fame  time,  the  9th  of 
November  ;*  and  thereupon  Tailer  took  upon  him  the 
adminiftration.  It  was  queftioned,  whether  this  was  re^ 
gular,  the  commiffions  lay  three  or  four  Weeks  for  the 
council  to  confider  of ;  but  at  length  they  advifed  to 
the  publication.  I  know  of  no  other  inflance  of  the 
publication  of  a  governor's  commifTion  in  the  MafTachu- 
fets  before  his  arrival  in  perfon.  In  Virginia*  it  muft 
have  been  pra&ifed,  if  a  publication  has  been  judged  ne-> 
ceffary  ;  feveral  of  their  governors  having  never  been  in 
che  colony.  The  houfe  of  reprefentatives*  the  firft  day 
of  their  fitting  (Nov.  23d)  appointed  a  committee  to 
confider  of  the  commiffions,  but  no  public  exception 
was  taken.  Mr.  Dudley's  friends  were  fenfible  he  could 
continue  but  a  fliort  time,  for  the  original  eommiffionji 

with 

Mr.  Addington  died  this  year  alfo  (March  19.  1714-15)  He 
had  been  fecretary  before  the  arrival  of  the  charter,  and  had 
the  character  of  great  integrity  and  of  being  in  every  other 
refpeft  well  qualified  for  his  poft.  After  his  death,  the  gover- 
nor appointed  his  fon  Paul  Dudley  and  Addington  Davenport 
commiilioners  for  keeping  the  great  feal  and  the  public  records 
and  files,  until  his  majefty  (hould  appoint  a  fecretary  for  the 
province. 

Samuel  Woodward  arrived  at  Bofton,  Sept.  22d,  171 5,  with  his 
majefty 's  commiffion  for  fecretary. 

Nov.  16.  Ichabod  Plaifted,  £%  another  of  the  council,  died  in 
his  5  2d  year. 

*  His  commiffion  for  lieut.  governor  under  Burgefs  had  been 
read  in  council  the  24th  of  September,  and  he  then  took  the 
oaths,  but  no  exemplification  of  Burgefs's  commiffion  was 
then  arrived. 
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with  the  new  governor,  would  remove  all  doubt;  he  r7JS' 
himfelf  was  in  advanced  life,  near  feventy,  and  had  felt 
fo  much  of  the  burden   of  government,  that  he  might 
well  be  weary  of  it  and,  like  his  friend  Mr.  Stoughton, 
wifh  to  retire. 

No  New-England  man  had  paiTed  through  more 
fcenes  of  bufy  life  than  Mr.  Dudley.  His  friends  in- 
tended otherwife.  He  was  educated  for  the  miniftry, 
and  if  various  dignities  had  been  known  in  the  New- 
England  churches,  poffibly  he  had  lived  and  died  a 
clergyman;  but,  without  this,  nothing  could  be  more 
diiTonant  from  his  genius.  He  foon  turned  his  thoughts 
to  civil  affairs ;  was  firfl  a  deputy  or  reprefenrative  of 
the  town  of  Roxbury  ;  then  an  affiftant ;  then  agent  for 
the  colony  in  England,  where  he  laid  a  foundation  for  a 
commifiion,  foon  after,  appointing  him  prefident  or  the 
council,  firft  for  Maffachufets-bay  only,  but,  under  An- 
dros,  for  all  New- England.  Upon  the  revolution,  for  a 
fhort  time,  he  was  funk  in  difgrace,  but  foon  emerged. 
He  appeared,  firft,  in  the  character  of  chief  juftice  at 
New-York,  then,  returning  to  England,  became  lieutenant 
governor  of  the  Iile  of  Wight  and  member  of  parliament 
fjr  Newtown*  both  which  places  he  willingly  refigned 
for  the  chief  command  in  his  own  country.  Ambition 
was  the  ruling  paffion,  and,  perhaps,  like  Ca?far,  he  had 
rather  be  the  firft  man  in  N,ew-Eng!and  than  the  fecond 
in  Old.  Few  men  have  been  purfued  by  their  enemies 
with  greater  virulence,  and  few  have  been  fupported  by 
their  friends  with  greater  zeal  We  have  feen  a  fecond 
generation  inherit  the  fpirit  of  their  anceftors,  the  de- 
fendants, on  one  fide,  preferving  an  affection  for  his 
family  and  pofterity,  and  on  the  other,  retaining  equal 
difafFeclion  againft  them.  Some  of  his  good  qualities 
were  fo  confpicuous,  that  his  enemies  could  not  avoid 
acknowledging  them.  He  applied  himfelf  with  the 
greateft  diligence  to  the  bufinefs  of  his  ftation.  The 
ajlairs  of  the  war  and  other  parts  of  his  adminiftra;iou 

P  3  we*e 
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1^15.  were  conduced  with  good  judgment.  In  ceconcmy  he 
excelled  both  in  public  and  private  life.  He  fupported 
the  dignity  of  a  governor  without  the  reproach  of  par- 
fimony,  and  yet,  from  the  moderate  emoluments  of  his 
poft,  made  an  addition  to  his  paternal  eftate.  The  visi- 
ble increafe  of  his  fubftance  made  fome  incredible  reports, 
of  grofs  bribery  and  corruption  to  be  very  eafily  re- 
ceived ;  but,  in  times  when  party  fpirit  prevails,  whaf 
will  not  a  governor's  enemies  believe,  however  injurious 
pnd  abfurd  ?  At  fuch  a  time,  he  was  charged  with  dif- 
penfing  fummumjus  to  Leifjer,  and  incurring  an  aggra- 
vated guilt  of  blood,  beyond  that  of  a  common  mur- 
derer. The  other  party,  no  doubt,  would  have  charged 
the  failure  of  juflice  upon  him,  if  Leifler  had  been  ac- 
quitted. His  cringing  to  Randolph,  when  in  his  heart 
he  defpifed  him,  was  a  fpot  in  his  character ;  and  his 
fecret  infinuations,  to  the  difadyantage  of  his  country, 
was  a  greater ;  both  being  for  the  fake  of  recommending 
himfelf  to  court  favor.  I  think  it  is  no  more  than 
juflice  to  his  character,  to  allow  that  he  had  as  many- 
virtues  as  can  confift  with  fo  great  a  third  for  honor 
and  power. 

His  life  would  afford  convincing  evidence,  if  there 
was  any  doubt,  that  an  humble  cilm  mind  enjoys  more 
happinefs  in  private  life  than  an  ambitious  anxious  mind 
in  the  highefl  ftation.  No  man  in  our  hiflory  had  feen 
more  of  the  tempcrumyarietates  fortun&que  v'niffitudines 
which  Cicero,  in  one  of  his  epiftles  to  Lucceius,  fays 
afford  a  pleafing  narration,  however  irkfome  to  the 
man  who  has  the  experience  of  them. 

Col.  Ta iter's  ftrong  attachment  to  the  bank  party 

procured  him  the  adminiftration,  for  a  few  months ;  but 

was  the  caufe  of  his  lofing  his  commiffion  for  lieutenant 

governor  immediately  after.     It  was  fuppofed,  I  know 

not  upon  what  grounds,  that  Col.  Burgefs  would  favor 

the  fame  party,  and  his  arrival  was  every  day  wiflhed  for 

by  them  \  whiifl  the  other  party  dreaded  it,  ana'  labored 

to 
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to  prevent  ir.  It  was  faid  alfo,  that,  in  other  refpecX  1715, 
he  would  by  no  means  be  agreeable  to  the  country ;  a 
gentleman  of  a  more  grave  ferious  turn  of  mind  would 
be  more  likely  to  be  happy  here  himfelf  and  to  render 
the  people  fo.  Mr.  Belcher,  afterwards  governor,  who 
was  very  oppofite  to  the  bank  party,  was  then  in  London, 
he  joined  with  Mr.  Dummer,  the  agent,  and  they  en* 
gaged  Sir  William  Aftiurft  with  them,  and  prevailed 
upon  Burgefs  for  a  thoufand  pounds  flerling,  which 
Belcher  and  Dummer  advanced  equally  between  them, 
to  refign  his  commiffion,  that  Col.  Shute  might  be  ap* 
pointed  in  his  ftead.  Col.  Tailer's  friends  had  endea- 
voured to  engage  Afliurft  in  his  favor,  but  to  no  pur- 
pofejf  the  fame  interest  obtained  the  lieutenant  gover- 
nor's commiflion  for  Mr.  William  Dummer,  a  New- 
England  gentleman,  who  had  married  a  daughter  of  Mr. 
Dummer,  one  of  the  commiffioners  at  Plimouth,  and  was 
in  fome  poll  there  himfelf  j  but,  his  wife  dying,  he  had 
returned  to  his  native  country. 

Colonel  Shute's  family  were,  generally^iiTenters: 
His  father  an  eminent  citizen  in  London  ;  his  mother, 
daughter  of  Mr.  Caryl,  a  diffenting  minifter  of  great  note. 
His  brother,  afterwards  lord  Barrington,  was  then  a 
member  of  parliament,  and  at  the  head  of  the  diffenting 
intereil.  The  colonel  began  his  education  under  Mr. 
Charles  Morton,  who  about  the  year  1684,  came  to 
New-England  and  was  minifter  of  Charleftown.  After 
tuition  under  him,  he  was  fent  to  Leyden.  He  went 
after  that  into  the  army  under  king  William,  who  made 

P  4  him 

f  "  I  have  no  defign  to  lefTen  Col.  Tailer's  merit,  but  I  mull 
obferve  on  this  article,  that  you  feem  knowingly  and  induRri- 
oufly  to  fupprefs  the  true  rcai'on  of  his  popularity,  which  is  his 
being  at  the  head  of  the  private  bank,  and  which  I  take  to  be  a 
new  and  ilrong  reafon  for  putting  him  out  of  his  employment ; 
and,  in  this,  I  do  not  rely  upon  my  own  judgment,  but  upon 
the  judgment  of  many  principal  gentlemen  in  the  bank  of  Eng- 
land, who  condemn  it  as  mifchievous  to.  the  country,  and  calcu- 
lated tQ  feve  private,  fmifter  views/'  JjburJIs  let.  to  Maikcf* 
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him  a  captain,  ferved  under  the  duke  of  Marlborough, 
was  a  lieutenant  colonel  and  wounded  in  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal battles  in  Flanders.  He  had  a  good  acquaintance, 
and  was  well  efleemed  at  court ;  had  the  character  of  a 
friend  to  liberty,  and  was  of  an  open,  generous  and  hu- 
mane difpofition.  A  governor  of  his  character  might  be 
fuppofed  to  be  welcome  to  New-England  men,  but  the 
jntereft  of  party  prevails  over  all  other  confederations, 
and  virtue,  religion,  private, friendfhip  and  public  goocj 
are  all  facrificed  to  promote  it.* 

CHAP, 

f  Feb.  14.  1 71  £-16.  died  at  Salem  William  Browne,  Efq;  in  his 
78th  year,  ah  afliftant  under  the  old  charter  and  one  of  Sif 
Edmund  Andros's  council,  which  Teems  to  have  been  the  rea- 
fon  of  his  not  being  nominated  by  Mr.  Mather,  and  appointed 
by  king  William  nnderthe  prefent  charter.  This  neglect  na- 
turally procured  him  fome  votes  at  the  firft  election  afterwards, 
and  he  was  brought  into  the  council  and  continued  many  years. 

Jan.  14th,  the  fame  year,  died  at  Salem  Elizabeth  Patch,  the  firft 
born  female  in  the  old  colony  of  Maifachufets-bay,  fa  that  The 
muft  have  lived  86  or  87  years,  and  April  14th  following,  died 
at  Newport  Mary  Godfrey,  aged  about  87,  being  the  firft  child, 
born  there.  The  longevity  of  the  firft  born  in  each  of  th.^ 
three  colonies  is  worth  noting.     See  p.  148. 
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CHAP.     III. 


from  the  arrival  of  Governor  Shute,   in  iy i63 
to  the  arrival  of  Governor  Belcher,  in  1730. 


COLONEL  SHUTE  arrived  at  Bolton,  October 
the  4th,  1 7 1 6,  in  a  merchant  fhip,  and  was 
received  with  ufua]  parade.  He  made  the 
oppofers  of  the  bank  his  firft  acquaintance,  the 
old  governor's  family  in  particular,  and  took  his  lodgings 
at  Mr.  Paul  Dudley's.  He  had  received  very  unfavor- 
able impreffions  of  the  other  party,  from  Mr.  Belcher 
and  Mr.  Dummer,  in  England,  and  was  confidered,  from 
his  firft  arrival,  as  an  enemy  to  the  fcheme,  and  the 
heads  of  the  party  were  the  heads  of  an  oppofition,  dur- 
ing the  whole  of  his  adminiftration.  In  his  firft  fpeech 
to  the  general  court,  November  7th,  he  puts  them  in 
mind  of  the  bad  flate  of  the  trade  of  the  province,  an 
important  article  of  any  people's  happinefs,  owing,  as  he 
fuppofed  to  the  great  fcarcity  of  money,  and  recommends 
the  confideration  of  fome  effectual  meafures  to  fupply 
this  want  and  thereby  to  reftore  trade  to  a  flourifhing 
condition.  This  was  pointing  out  to  them  a  further 
emiflion  of  government's  bills,  and  the  representatives, 
pleafed  with  fo  eafy  a  method  of  obtaining  money,  foon 
determined  upon  a  fecond  loan,  of  one  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  for  ten  years,  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  com- 
miffioners  appointed  for  each  county  in  proportion  to 
their  taxes.  This  provifion  being  made  by  the  govern- 
ment, there  was  the  lefs  pretence  for  private  perfons 
fr  companies  iffuing  their  bills  t  but  h  gave  no  relief  to 

1  *h«i 
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1716.  the  trac*e,  the  whole  currency  foon  depreciating  to  that 
degree,  as,  with  this  addition,  to  anfwer  the  purpofes  of 
money  very  little  more  than  if  it  had  not  been  made. 
The  governor  became  fenfible  of  it  and  recommended  to 
them  to  provide  againft:  it,  which  they  were  not  able  to 
do,  and  many  of  them  would  not  have  been  willing  if 
they  had  been  able,  being  in  debt,  and  by  means  of  the 
depreciation  difcharging  their  debts  by  a  nominal  fum, 
perhaps  of  not  more  than  one  half  the  real  value  of  the 
debrs.  He  foon  found  the  effects  of  it  upon  his  own 
falary,  which  they  refufed  to  advance  as  the  bills  funk, 
and  having  recommended  this  meafure  in  a  public  fpeech 
it  became  more  difficult  afterwards  to  refufe  repeating  it. 
The  province  had  been  at  war  with  the  eaflern  Inr 
dians,  except  fome  fhort  intervals,  for  about  forty  years. 
The  profpeft  of  a  long  peace  between  Great  Britain  and 
France  encouraged  us  to  hope  for  the  like  with  the  In- 
dians, who  had  always  been  under  French  influence,  but 
their  father,  Ralle  ajefuit,  was  conftantly  initigating 
them  to  infult  and  annoy  the  new  fettlers  who,  he  pre- 
tended, encroached  upon  the  lands  of  the  Indians,  and  by 
fupplying  them  with  flrong  drink  debauched  their  morals 
and  prevented  the  progrefs  of  the  good  work  he  had  be- 
gan among  them.  A  treaty  or  conference  was  thought 
expedient  to  confirm  them  in  their  friendfhip  with  the 
Englifh,  and,  if  poffible,  to  draw  them  from  the  roman 
catholic  to  the  proteflant  religion.  The  governor, 
'!*'  therefore,  the  firft  fummer  after  his  arrival,  in  Auguft, 
attended  by  feveral  of  the  council  both  of  Maffachufets 
and  New-Hampfhire  and  other  gentlemen,  met  the  In- 
dians at  Arowfick  ifland. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  conference,  he  delivered 
them  an  Englifh  and  an  Indian  bible,  which  he  told  them 
contained  the  religion  of  the  Englifh,  and  at  the  fame 
time  recommended  to  them  Mr.  Baxter,  a  minifter  who 
went  down  as  a  miflionary,  and  told  them  he  would  ex- 
plain the  bible  and  inftruft  them  in  the  principles  of  re- 
union. They  were  at  no  lofs  for  an  anfvier.  "  All  peo- 
ple. 
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pie,  they  faid,  loved  their  own  minifters;  and  as  for  i7r7< 
the  bible,  they  defired  to  be  excufed  from  keeping  it, 
God  had  given  them  teaching,  and  if  they  fhould  go 
from  that  they  fhould  difpleafe  God."  They  were  fixed 
in  their  religion  and  it  would  have  been  a  lofs  of  time 
to  attempt  to  move  them.  The  reft  of  the  conference 
was  upon  the  right  of  the  Englifh  to  fettle  in  that  part 
of  the  country.  Upon  complaint  made,  by  the  Indians, 
of  encroachments  upon  their  lands,  the  governor  pro- 
duced one  of  the  original  deeds  which  had  been  given 
by  their  fachems.  They  acknowledged  the  lands,  to 
the  weft  of  Kennebeck,  belonged  to  the  Englifh,  but 
they  were  fure  no  fale  had  ever  been  made  of  any  lands 
to  the  eaft.  The  governor  told  them,  the  Englifh 
would  not  part  with  an  inch  of  the  land  which  belonged 
to  them.  The  Indians  were  fo  offended  that  they  rofe 
immediately  and,  without  any  ceremony,  took  to  their 
canoes  and  went  to  another  ifland  where  they  had  their 
head  quarters,  leaving  behind  an  Englifh  flag  which  the 
governor  had  given  them.*     In  the  evening,  feveral  of 

them 
t  Wiwurna^     We  are  willing  to  cut  off  our  lands  as  far  as  the 

mills  and  the  coafts  to  Pemaquid. 
Governor.     Tell  them  we  defire  only  what  is  our  own,  and  that 

we  will  have.     We  will  not  wrong  them,  but  what  is  our  own 

we  will  be  mafters  of. 
Wiw.     It  was  faid  at  Cafco  treaty  that  no  more  forts  fhould  be 

made. 
•r.-ov.     Tell  them  the  forts  are  not  made  for  their  hurt,  and  that 

I  wonder  they  fhould  fpeak  againft  them,  when  they  are  for  the 

fecurity  of  both,  we  being  all  fubje&s  of  king  George. 
yViw.     We  cannot  underftand   how  our  lands  have  been  pur- 
chafed,  what  has  been  alienated  was  by  our  gift. 

His  excellency  hereupon  ordered  that  a  deed  of  fale  of  lands 

on  Kennebeck  river,  made  by  fix   Indian  fagamores  to 

Richard  Wharton,  fhould  be  opened  and  exhibited  to  them, 

which  was  done  and  partly  read  and  interpreted  to  them, 

Wiw.     As  for  the  weft  Cide  of  Kennebeck  river  I  have  nothing  to 

fay,  but  am  fure  nothing  has  been  fold  on  the  eafl;  fide. 
l>ov.    I  expect  their  pofitive  anfwer  and  compliance  in  the  matter, 

that  the  Englifh  may  be  cjuiet  in  the  polfeffion  of  the  lands 

they  have  pur  chafed, 

VTiw. 
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17.  them  returned  to  Arowfick  with  a  letter  from  Ralle  ta 
the  governor,  acquainting  him,  that  the  French  king  did 
not  allow,  that  in  any  treaty  he  had  given  away  the 
land  of  the  Indians  to  the  Englifh,  and  would  protect 
the  Indians  againfl:  the  Englifh  encroachments.  The 
governor  let  them  know,  that  he  highly  refented  the  in- 
folence  of  the  jefuit,  and  the  next  morning  ordered  the 
fignal  for  failing.  Ralle,  in  his  letters,  often  laments  the 
unfteadinefs  of  the  Indians.  They  were  afraid  at  this 
time  of  a  new  war.  The  old  men  were  loth  to  quit 
their  villages  at  Norridgewock  and  Penobfcot,  where 
they  lived  at  eafe,  and  encamp  in  the  woods  or,  which 
was  much  worfe,  depend  upon  the  French  who,  they 
would  often  fay,  treated  them  like  dogs  when  there  was 
no  immediate  occafion  for  their  fervice.  This  confider- 
ation  induced  them  to  fend  two  of  their  number  with  a 
mefifage  to  the  governor,  acknowledging  that  yefterday 
they  had  been  rude  and  unmannerly  and  earnefUy  de- 
firing  to  fee  him  again.  He  let  them  know  he  would  fee 
them  upon  no  terms,  unlefs  they  quitted  their  preterit 

fions. 

Wiw.     We  don't  know  what  to  think  of  new  forts  built. 
Gov.     I  have  fpoke  to  that  already  and  told  them  they  are  for 

our  mutual  defence. 
Wiw.     We  mould  be  pleafed  with  king  George  if  there  was  never 

a  fort  in  the  eaftern  parts. 
Gov.     Tell  them  that  wherever  there  is  a  new  fettlement  I  fhatl 

always  order  a  fort,  if  I  think  it  proper,  and  that  it  is  for  the 

fecurity  of  them  and  us  ;  and  fo  do  the  French.     Are  any  peo- 

pie  under  the  fame  government  afraid  of  being  made  too  ftrong 

to  keep  out  enemies  ? 
Wiw.     We  are  a  little  uneafy  concerning  thefe  land?,  but  are 

willing  the  Engliih  fhall  poflefs  all  they  have  excepting  forts. 
Gov.     Tell  them   we  will  not  take   an  inch  of  their  land,   noc 

will  we  part  with  an  inch  of  our  own. 
Wiw.     We  (hall  have  fiming  and  fowling  where  we  will. 
Gov.      It  is  freely  contented  to  and  they  are  allured  of  it. 

Then  the  Indians  rofe  up  at  once  and  withdrew  in  a  hafry 
abrupt  manner,  without  taking  leave,  and  lett  behind 
them  their  Englifh  colours,  returning  to  the  head  cmar«r. 
ters  at  Puddletlone's  ifland. 

Conference  at  Arowjick.,  1 7 1 7 , 
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lions  to  the  lands  which  belonged  to  the  Englifh.  This  17 17; 
the  mefTengers  promifed  mould  be  done,  and  defired  that 
the  Englilh  colours  which  they  had  flighted  might  be 
returned  them.  In  the  evening,  they  came  again  to  the 
conference  and  appointed  a  new  fpeaker  as  a  mark  of 
refentment  againft  the  former  who,  they  faid,  had  be- 
haved ill  the  day  before,  and,  without  entring  into  any 
difpute  about  particular  limits  or  bounds,  declared  they 
Were  willing  the  Englifh  fhould  fettle  where  their  pre* 
deceffors  had  fettled,  defired  to  live  in  peace  and  to  be 
fupplied  with  neceffaries,  in  a  way  of  trade,  confeffed 
that  fome  of  their  inconfiderate  young  men  had  offered 
injuries  to  the  Englifh  and  violated  the  treaty  of  Ports" 
mouth  in  1^13*  After  renewing  that  treaty,  the  con- 
ference ended* 

The  beginning  of  an  adminiftfation  in  the  colonies 
is  generally  calm  and  without  ruffle.  Several  months 
pafled,  after  Col.  Shute's  arrival,  without  open  oppofition 
to  any  meafures.  The  town  of  Bofton  at  the  firft: 
election  of  their  reprefentatives,left  out  fuch  as  had  been 
bank  men,  and  chofe  fuch  as  were  of  the  other  party, 
but  Mr.  Cooke,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  firft  party, 
had  intereft  enough  to  obtain  a  place  in  council.  It 
was,  foon  after,  infinuated  that  the  governor,  was  a  weak 
man,  eafily  led  away,  and  that  he  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  Dudleys,  men  of  high  principles  in  government,  and 
it  behoved  the  people  to  be  very  careful  of  their  liber- 
ties. Mr.  Cooke,  who  had  the  character  of  a  fair  and 
open  enemy,  was  free  in  expfeffing  his  fentiments,  and 
the  governor  was  informed  of  fome  contemptuous  lan- 
guage in  private  company,  with  which  he  was  fo  much 
offended  as  to  procure  Mr.  Cooke's  removal  from  the 
p  :e  of  clerk  to  the  fnperior  court.  A  difpute  hap- 
p,     Qg  about  the  fame  time  between  Mr.  Bridges -f  fur- 

veyor 

f  John  Bridges  came  to  New-England  by  way  of  New- York    in 
iov  the  fame  (hip  with  Lord  Bellamont.     He  was  com- 

raitHonecU 
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17*  veyor  of  the  woods,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  province 
of  Maine,  concerning  the  property  of  the  white  pine 
trees  within  that  province.  Mr.  Cooke  immediately  in- 
ferted  himfelf  in  the  controverfy,  publickly  patronized 
the  inhabitants,  and  in  a  memorial  to  the  houfe  of  repre- 
fentatives  charged  the  furveyor  with  male  conduct  m 
threatning  to  profecute  ail  who  without  licence  from 
him  fhould  cut  any  pine  trees  in  their  own  ground,which 
Mr.  Cooke  alledged  they  had  good  right  to  do,  and  he 
further  charged  the  furveyor  with  permitting,  fuch  per- 
fons  as  would  pay  him  for  it,  to  cut  down  the  trees  which 
Were  faid  to  belong  to  the  king. 

The  furveyor  thereupon  preferred  his  memorial  to 
the  governor  and  council,  juftifying  himfelf  in  the  dif- 
charge  of  his  truft,  and  complaining  of  Mr.  Cooke,  one 
of  the  members  of  the  council,  for  officioufly  concerning 
himfelf  with  the  affairs  of  the  furveyor's  office,  and  ob- 
ftrucling  his  meafures  for  the  fervice  of  the  crown. 
Mr.  Cooke  had  many  friends  in  the  houfe  ready  to  fup- 
port  him,  and  this  difpute  was  the  beginning  of  the 
public  controverfy  which  continued  until  the  end  of  Col. 
Shute's  adminiftration ;  parties  were  formed,  new  fubje&s 
for  contention  from  time  to  time  were  furnifhed,  until  at 
length  the  governor  was  forced  to  leave  the  province. 

I  do  not  find  any  vote  of  council  upon  this  memorial, 

but  the  governor  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  the  furveyor, 

and,  to  (hew  his  refentment  againft  Mr.  Cooke,  when  the 

18.  lift  of  councellors  was  prefented  at  the  next  election, 

directed  his  fpeech  to  him  in  particular,  and  let  him 

know 

miflioned,  together  with  Benja.  Farzer,  by  the  commidioners 
of  the  navy,  to  enquire  into  the  Rate  of  the  country  and  its  ca- 
pacity for  prodocing  naval  (lores,  and  they  were  to  farvey  all 
the  woods,  not  meerlyfor  mafts,  but  for  oak  timber  for  fhip- 
buiiding,  for  trees  for  tar,  pitch  and  turpentine,  and  for  land 
fuitable  for  hemp.  There  being  no  hopes  of  fuccefs  from  the 
other  parts  of  the  commiflion,  it  was  foon  confined  to  the  pre- 
fervation  of  mafts  and,  fo  far  only,  fervsd  as  a  precedent  far 
fucceeding  furveyors  of  the  woods. 
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know  he  would  excufe  him  from  attending  at  the  board  i?*& 

for  the  enfuing  year.* 

Mr.  Cooke,  foon  after,  prefented  his  memorial  to  the 
council,  in  which  he  juftified  his  own  conducl  and  charged 
Mr.  Bridges  with  M  ufmg  his  utmoft  efforts  to  invade  the 
rights  and  properties  of  the  people  in  the  province  of 
Main  by  his  exorbitant  aclions,  as  well  as  bafely  betray- 
ing the  truft  the  crown  had  inverted  him  with,  by  daily 
felling  and  bartering  the  very  logs  and  timber  which  he 

gave 
#  The  form  of  proceeding  has  always  been  for  a  committee  of 
the  houfe  to  lay  before  the  governor  a  lift  of  the  councellors 
elect,  upon  which  he  fignifies  his  content  or  refufal  and  fends 
back  the  lift  by  the  fecretary,  which  is  read  in  council  and 
then  in  the  houfe. 
In  the  month  of  April  17 17,  a  pirate  (hip,  the  Whidah,  of  23  guns 
and  130  men,  Samuel  Bellamy  commander,  ventured  upon  the 
coaft  of  New- England  near  to  Cape  Cod,  and  after  having  taken 
feveral  veffels  feven  of  the  pirates  were  put  on  board  one  of 
them,  who  foon  gat  drunk  and  went  to  'deep.  The  mafter  of 
the  veffel  which  had  been  taken  run  her  afhore  upon  the  back 
of  the  cape  and  the  feven  men  were  fecured.  Soon  after,  the 
pirate  fhip,  in  a  ftorm,  was  forced  afhore  near  the  tableland 
and  the  whole  crew,  except  one  Englifhman  and  one  Indian, 
were  drowned.  Six  of  the  company,  upon  trial  by  a  fpecial 
court  of  admiralty,  were  pronounced  guilty  and  executed  at 
Bofton,  November  15th. 
The  year  1  7 1 7  was  remarkable  for  a  greater  mortality  among 
aged  people  than  had  at  any  time  been  known.  Five  of  the 
council  died  within  the  compafs  of  a  year,  all  of  them  well 
efteemed.  John  Hawthorn  at  Salem,  May  ioth,  aged  76. 
Andrew  Beicher,  October  31ft,  aged  71.  Wait  Winthrop, 
November  7th,  —  76.  Elifha  Hutchinfon,  December  ioth, — 
77,  and  Eliakim  Hutchinfon,  April  22,  — 78.  The  laft  four- 
of  Bofton.  Henry  Deriag  and  his  wife,  in  one  grave,  and  ano- 
ther inhabitant  of  Bofton,  Robert  Winfor,  and  his  wife  in  an- 
other, were  buried  the  fame  evening,  all  above  ^0. 
The  famous  Indian  warrior  Benjamin  Church,  who  had  efcaped 
the  enemy's  bullets  in  a  great  number  of  encounters  when  in 
the  moft  imminent  hazard,  met  death  this  year  by  a  fall  from 
his  herfe,  at  the  age  of  78. 
Mr.  Woodward,  fecretary  of  the  province,  tired  of  a  poft  of  much 
labour  and  little  emolument,  difpofed  of  it  to  Joliah  Willard, 
Efq;  who  obtained  the  royal  commifiion  and  armed  at  Foftoa 
/rora  London  December  the  1 2th, 
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*7J8*  gave  out  was  the  king's,  his  mafter,  whofe  bread  he  the:* 
eat."  The  council  fufFered  the  memorial  to  lay  upon 
their  table,  but  acted  nothing  upon  it.  Afterwards, 
upon  the  appointment  of  a  committee  by  the  houfe,  they 
joined  a  committee  of  council  to  confider  in  general  of 
Mr.  Bridges's  conduct.  This  committee;  in  their  re- 
port, jufliiied  Mr.  Cooke,  and  condemned  the  proceedings 
of  the  furveyor.  The  council  put  off  the  confide  rat  ion 
of  this  report  alfo,  but  the  houfe  voted  their  acceptance 
of  it.  The  governor,  of  courfe,  tranfmitted  to  the 
board  of  trade  an  account  of  all  thefe  proceedings  arid 
Yery  foon  received  ah  anfwer,  cerifuring  the  houfe  of 
reprefentatives  for  countenancing  and  encouraging  Mr. 
Cooke.  This  being  laid  before  the  houfe,  they  by  a 
tote  declared  that  the  cenfure  of  the  board  of  trade  was 
occafioned  '*  by  fending  home  the  papers  on  one  fide  only, 
whereby  their  lordfhips  were  informed  ex  parte."  The 
houfe  had  avoided  any  direct  attack  upon  the  governor, 
until  this  vote,  many  of  the  principal  members  this  year 
being  well  affected  to  him,  but  the  party,  without  doors, 
cfpecially  in  Bofton,  had  been  increafing  againft  him,  and, 
at  the  next  election  for  that  tcwn,  they  fent  all  new 
members  f  and  a  change  was  made  in  many  o:her  towns, 
Unfavorable  to  the  governor's  intere.ft. 

The  famous  projector  Captain  Coram,  in  the  yea'r 
1718,  was  bufy  in  a  fcheme  for  fettling  Nova-Scotia  and 
the  lands  between  Nova-Scotia  and  the  province  of  Main, 
and  a  petition  was  preferred  by  Sir  Alexander  Cairnes, 
James  Douglafs  and  JoQiua  Gee,  in  behalf  of  themfelves 
and  others,  praying  for  a  grant  upon  the  fea-coaft  five 
leagues  fouth  weft  and  five  leagues  north  eaft  of  Chi-: 
buctow  harbour*  where  they  propofed  to  build  a  town, 
and  to  improve  the  country  round  it  in  raifing  hemp,  rri 
making  pitch,  tar  and  turpentine,  and  they  undertook 
to  fettle  a  certain  number  of  families  to  confift  of  206 
perfons  in  three  years,  the  reft  of  his  majefty's  fubjects  not 
to  be  prohibited  fifhing  on  the  coafts  under  regulations. 

To 

f  Eli$sa  Gook^  Oliver  Noy*s,  Ifaiah  Tay  aad  William  Cliri, 
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To  this  petition;  Mr.  Dummer  the  Maffachufecs  agent  i7*5» 
objected,  becaufe  of  the  laft  claufe,  which  laid  a  reftraint 
Upon  the  fifhery.   The  lords  of  trade,,  however,  reported 
in  favor  of  it,  but  it  (lopped  in  council. 

Another  petition  was  preferred  by  William  Arm- 
ftrone  and  others  who  had  been  officers  and  fbldiers  in 
the  army,  "praying  for  a  grant  of  the  lands  between 
Nova-Scotia  and  the  province  of  Mam,  the  laid  tracl:  of 
land  having  bedn  conquered  by  the  French  in  1696  and 
f>offefTed  by  them  until  17  io,  when  it  was  recovered  by 
the  Englilli  and,  b)  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  was  with 
Nova-Scotia  given  up  by  France  to  the  Britifh  crown.'* 
The  cdhqueft:  in  1696  was  the  taking  Pemaquid  fort 
and  holding  pofTefiion  of  the  harbour  two  or  three  days. 
This,  however,  was  made  a  ferious  affair  and  the  agent, 
Mr.  Dummer,  was  feveral  times  heard  before  the  lords 
of  trade. .  The  general  court  being  retrained  from  con- 
veying thefe  lands  without  confent  of  the  crown,  it  was 
£ropofed,  that  if  they  would  confent  to  refign  the  ju- 
fifdiclion  between  Kenhebeck  and  Penobfcot  the  crowri 
fliould  confirm  tfid  property  of  the  foil,  but  upon  the 
propofal's  beirig  communicated  to  the  court  they  in- 
ftruc~ted  their  agent  to  make  no  conceffions. 

One, Sarin  Watts,  fetting  fori li  that  {hie  was  heir  ac 
law  to  Thomas  Goffe,  deputy  governor  and  one  of  the 
26  patentees  o^  the  old  colony,  claimed  a  26th  part  of 
the  colony,  and  the  iffues  and  profits  for  80  or  90  years. 
She  filed  a  bill  of  complaint  in  chancery  againft  the  pro- 
vince, and  there  was  a  cdmmiffion  of  fequeft ration  for 
feveral  New- England  mips  in  the  fiver,  which  cofl  the 
owners  feveral  guineas,  each,  to  the  (harpers  who  had 
urged  the  woman  to  the  fuir.  The  agent  was, required 
to  anfwer  the  bill,  which  he  did  by  declaring  that  ir  the 
complainant  could  make  it  appear  that  T'hbmas  Goffe 
was  once  feized  of  a  26th  part  of  the  colony,  and  that" 
file  was  heir  at  law  to  him,  which  he  did  not  believe 
£he  was  able  to  do,  yet  he  verily  believed  that  when  the 
patentees,  with  others,  were  incorporated  into'  a  body 

*  ox..  IL  Q^  politic 
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Vi 8.  politic  their  refpe&ive  rights  ceafed  and  pafTed  to  the 
corporation,  who  had  granted  the  lands  away.  The 
poor  woman  was  at  laft  arrefted  for  debt  and  fent  to 
Newgate,  where  (he  perilhed. 

"£*iq.  The  governor,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1 718, 
had  confented  to  an  impoft  bill  which  laid  a  duty  not 
only  upon  Weft-India  goods,  wines,  &c.  but  alfo  upon 
Engliih  manufactures  and  a  duty  of  tonnage  upon  En- 
glish (hips.  Befc?-e  the  feflion  in  May,  the  next  year, 
he  had  received  an  inftruclion  from  the  king  to  give  all 
encouragement  to  the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain. 
The  houfe,  however,  pafTed  a  bill  of  the  fame  tenor 
with  that  of  laft  year,*  and  fent  it  to  the  council  for 
their  concurrence.  An  amendment  was  propofed,  viz. 
to  leave  out  the  duty  upon  Engliih  veflels  and  goods,  but 
the  houfe  adhered  to  their  bill.  A  conference  enfued, 
for  the  houfe  were  not,  then,  fo  exact  as  they  have  been 
fince,  in  refufing  to  confer  upon  money  bills.  This  pro- 
duced nothing  more  than  a  propofal  from  the  houfe  to 
alter  the  word  Englifh  to  European,  which,  being  trivial, 
was  refufed.  It  feems,  the  governor,  a  little  out  of  time, 
had  taken  the  opinion  of  the  council  upon  this  queftion, 
Whether,  confident  with  his  inftruction,  he  could  give 
his  confent  to  the  bill,  which  they  determined  he  could 
not,  if  it  fhould  be  offered  to  him.  The  houfe  fhen  tried 
the  council  with  the  following  refolve,  "  The  houfe  in- 
fill: on  their  vote,  forafmuch  as  the  royal  charter  of  this 
province  gives  power  to  the  government  to  impofe  and 
levy  proportionable  and  reafonable  aflefTmentSy  rates  and 
taxes  upon  the  eftates  and  perfons  of  all  and  every  the 
proprietors  and  inhabitants  of  the  fame,  which  this  go- 
vernment has  been  in  the  free  and  uninterrupted  exer- 
cife  of  ever  fmce  the  enjoyment  of  the  faid  charter. 
Sent  to  the  upper  houfe  for  their  concurrence."  The 
tipper  houfe  viz*  a  new  name  for  the  council,  and  defigned 
as  a  fleer  and  to  intimate  that  they  might  confider  them- 

felves 

*  The  houfe  never  pafs  an  impoft  bill  or  bill  for  the  general  tax 
for  ih*  fupport  of  goyernmeat  for  a  longer  term  than  one  year, 
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felves  in  another  capacity,  than  as  a  privy  council.*-  Per-  1719* 
haps  if  CrontwelPs  epithet  for  his  houfe  of  lords  had 
come  into  their  minds,  it  would  have  been  the  other  houfe. 
Taunts  and  language  which  tends  to  irritate,  can  upon 
no  occafion  be  juftifiable  from  one  branch  of  the  legifla- 
tnre  to  the  other.  Upon  an  agreement  and  harmony 
the  inrereft  of  the  people  depends.  Upon  different  ap- 
prehenfions  of  this  intereft,  if  it  be  the  real  object,  the 
ieveral  branches,  by  the  perfuafive  voice  of  reafon,  will 
drive  to  convince  each  other,  and  be  willing  to  be  con- 
vinced  as  truth  (hall   appear. 

The  council  thought  themfelves  unkindly  treated  an4 
by  a  meffage,  defired  the  houfe  to  alter  their  vote,  but 
they  refufed  to  do  it  and  gave  their  reafdns  for  the  flew 
form.  "  The  houfe  have  received  new  and  unufual  treat- 
ment from  the  board,  ift,  It  is  new  and  unufual  for  the 
council  to  give  his  excellency  their  advice  upon  a  bill,  till 
they  have  acted  in  concert  with  the  hc'ufe  in  concurring 
c*r  non-concurring.  2d,  It  is  likewife  riew  and  unufual 
for  the  council  to  defire  a  free  conference,  upon  a  fub- 
jeel  matter,  and  then,  at  the  management;  to  inform  the 
houfe  that  by  a  previous  vote  they  had  fo  far  engaged 
themfelves  ttiat  they  could  not  recede  from  it.  3d,  It 
is  likewife  a  newgnd  unufual  method  for  the  honorable 
board,  after  a  meffage  to  the  houfe  defiring  feveral  amend- 
ments to  a  bill  of  rates  and  duties  which  were  in  a  great 
meafure  agreed  to  by  the  houfe,  immediately  to  non- 
concur the  bill.  4th,  It  is  likewife  new  and  unufual  for 
the  honorable  board  to  intermeddle  fo  much  with  the 
grants  and  funds,  which  this  houfe  take  to  be  their 
peculiar  province." 

Th  e  houfe  having  in  this  manner,  expreffed  their  re- 
fentment  returned  to  their  old  flile,  and  then  the  coun- 
cil, by  meffage,  let  them  know  that  they  Would  not  give 
their  concurrence  to  any  bill  laying  a  duty  upon  eu'ropean 

Q_2  goods, 

*  Whatever  the  ill  is,  the  upper  foufe  is  the  caufe  of  it,  that  being 
the  true  name  of  it  ;  a  grand  jury  being  peers  as  well  as  they, 
Mr*  Vxtighan  in -Grey*  debates  of  the  houfe  of  commons. 
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'  ';  goods,denied  the  charge  made  againd  them  by  the  houfe; 
of  innovations,  and  intimated  that  any  further  meiTagcs 
would  only  tend  to  increafe  the  mifunderflanding  and  re- 
lard  the  affairs  of  the  government  and  defired  the  houfe, 
rather  to  join  with  them  in  a  diligent  endeavor  to  bring 
the  fellion  to  fuch  a  conclufion,  as  fhould  promote  his 
majedy's  honor  and  the  intered  of  the  province. 

Several  weeks  hating  been  fpent  in  thefe  alterca- 
eionsj  the  governor   thought  k  time  to  interpofe  and, 
fending  for  the  houfe  to  the  council  chamber,  he  made 
the  following  miid  and  healing  fpeech  to  them. 
"  Gentlemen, 

"  My  defign  in  fending  for  you  up  at  this  time,  h  to  let 
you  know  how  concerned  I  am  at  the  unhappy  mifun- 
derdandings,  that  have  been  for  many  years  between  the 
council  and  your  houfe  relating  to  the  im pod  bill,  and  to 
allure  you  that  no  perfon  here  prcfent  can  be  more  de- 
firous  of  preferving  the  privileges  of  this  people  than  my 
felf,  fo  far  as  k  confident  with  the  late  ind ructions  1  have 
received  from  my  royal  matter,  which  have  by  his  fpe- 
cial  direction  been  laid  before  this  court.  1  am  fully 
perfuaded,  that  to  aft  any  way  contrary  thereto,  after  the 
many  debates  arxr  votes  which  have  been  upon  that 
head,  would  rather  deftroy  than  preferve  thoie  privi- 
leges we  judly  prize.  Gentlemen,  I  defire  yodr  ferioug 
confideration  of  what  I  ha^e  hinted,  that  fo'  the  impor- 
tant affairs  of  the  province  yet  lying  before  you  may 
have  a  fpeedy  and  happy  conclufion." 

This  fpeech  which,  a  year  or  two  after,  when  the 
prejudices  againd  the  governor  were  at  the  heigh th, 
would  have  been  excepted  to  as  irregular  and  anticipating 
matters,  which  it  would  have  been  time  enough  for  the 
governor  to  have  declared  his  fenfe  of  when  they  came 
co  be  laid  before  him,  had  now  a  good  effect,  and  the 
houfe,  the  fame  day,  refolved  that  a  new  impod  bill 
fhould  be  brought  in  and  that  the  controverted  claufe  in 
the  former  bill  mould  be  left  out,  but  in  the  preamble 
to  their  refolve  they  make  a  heavy  charge  againd  the 
-sound]  for  not  concurring  their  former  bill. 

"  WilREEAS- 
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a  Whereas  this  houfe  have  voted  and  pafTed  a  bill  17 19. 
granting  to  his  majefty  feveral  rates  and  duties  of  import 
and  tonnage  of  (hipping,  in  which  was  included  one  per 
cenr.  on  European  merchandize,  for  which  article  or 
claufe  the  honorable  council  have  feveral  times  non- 
concurred  the  faid  bill,  notwithstanding  all  proper  en^ 
deavors  have  been  ufed  by  this  houfe  to  attain  the  fame 
which  have  hitherto  proved  fruitlefs,  whereby  a  consi- 
derable part  of  the  revenue,  which  would  have  accrued 
to  this  province,  is  for  this  prefent  feflion  foregone, 
which  alfo  tends  to  the  depriving  this  government  of 
their  juft  rights,  powers  and  privileges  granted  by  the 
royal  charter,  Refolved,"    Sec. 

The  council  were  fond  of  peace  and,  aflbon  as  this  . 
refolve  came  to  their  knowledge,  they  fenr  a  melfage  ro 
the  houfe  defiriqg  they  would  not  print  the  refolve  in 
their  votes,  as  it  wpuld  have  an  ill  effect  and  would  oblige 
the  council,  in  their  own  vindication,  to  reply,  although 
they  wiflied  that  all  con troverfy,  between  the  two  houfes, 
might  ceafe.  The  houfe  printed  it,  notwithstanding, 
and  the  next  day  the  council  fent  the  following  anfwer. 

"  The  board  are  very  much  concerned  to  find,  among 
the  votes  of  the  honorable  houfe,  a  declaration  as  if  th^ 
council,  in  nonconcurring  the  bill  of  impoft  as  it  was 
fir  ft  framed,  had  done  that  whereby  a  confiderable  part 
of  the  revenue,  which  would  have  accrued  to  this  pro- 
vince, is  for  this  prefent  feflion  foregone,  which  alfo 
tends  to  the  depriving  this  government  of  their  juft 
rights,  powers  and  privileges  granted  by  the  royal  charter. 

"This  declaration  contains,  or  implies,  fuch  a  charge: 
as  the  council  can,  by  no  means,  fuller  themfelves  to  lie 
under,  without  aiTerting  and  folemnly  declaring  their- 
integrity,  and  they  are  more  furprized,  at  the  imputa- 
tion of  doing  a  thing  which  tends,  to.  deprive  this  go- 
vernment of  their  juft  rights,  powers  and  privileges 
granted  by  the  royal  charter,  becaufe  on  the  2  3d  current* 
the  board  fent  down  a  meflage  to  the  honorable  houfe, 
*  'hat   they  were  always  ready  and  deiiious  to  concur- 
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with  the  honorable  houfe  of  reprefentatives  in  fuch  pro* 
pofals  relating  to  an  import,  as  may  not  tend  to  alter  or 
expofe  our  prefent  happy  conftitution  under  the  royal 
charter  ;'  fo  that  it  was  from  a  fincere  and  juft  regard 
to  the  rights,  powers  and  privileges  of  this  government 
granted  by  the  royal  charter,  that  the  council  chofe 
rather  to  omit  the  duty  of  one  per  cent,  on  Englifh 
goods  for  this  feffion. 

"That  the  council  apprehended  the  duty  of  one 
per  cent,  on  Englifh  goods  affected  the  trade  of  Great- 
Britain  and  fo  came  within  the  meaning  of  his  majerty's 
late  additional  inftruclion,  is  certain  :  And,  being  of  that 
opinion,  it  would  have  been  inponfiftent  for  the  board  to 
concur  the  bill  of  import  as  it  was  fent  up,  however, 
they  can  boldly  and  truly  fay,  they  have  a&ed  from  a 
principle  of  duty  to  his  majefty,  loye  and  fidelity  to  their 
country,  and  have  nothing  more  at  heart  than  the  jurt, 
Wife  and  careful  preservation  of  thofe  invaluable  rights, 
powers  and  privileges  granted  by  the  royal  charter  which 
<jfod  long  continue." 

This  controverfy  being  over  the  court  was  prorogued. 

Before  the  nest  feflions  in  November,  the  governor 
received  a  reprimand  from  the  lords  juftices,  the  king 
being  abfent,  forconfenting  to  the  duty  on  Engliil;  goods* 
&c.  by  the  import  act  in  171 8.  This  he  laid  before 
the  court.  The  fame  houfe,  which  had  fo  long  con- 
tended  with  the  council,  the  feilion  before,  for  this  claufe 
in  the  bill,  now  «'  readily  acknowledge  the  exceptions 
taken  to  it  are  juft  and  reafonable."  An  inrtruclion  to 
the  governor  to  fupport  the  furveyor  of  the  woods  in 
the  execution  of  his  ojKce,  which  was  communicated  to 
the  houfe  at  the  fame  time,  was  not  fo  favonbJy  received, 
and  in  an  anfwer  or  remonftrance  occafioned  by  the  go- 
vernor's fpeech  they  charge  the  furveyor  with  inftances 
of  very  grofs  male  conduct,  "What  evidence  they  hacj 
of  it  does  not  now  fully  appear.  The  governor,  by  a 
iHc-fuee,  dc{\*-c4  they  would  not  print  their remonrtrance. 

They 
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They  fent  a  committee  to  acquaint  him,  tbey  muft  infift  1719 
upon  the  right  they  had  to  make  it  public.  He  made 
a  very  great  miifake  and  told  the  committee,  that  his 
majefty  had  given  him  the  power  of  the  prefs  and  he 
would  not  fuffer  it  to  be  printed.  This  do&rine  would 
have  done  well  enough  in.  the  reigns  of  the  Stuarts 
In  the  prefent  age  it  is  juftly  exceptionable ;  although 
by  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  we  are  not  tq  underfland  a 
liberty  of  printing  every  thing,  however  criminal,  with 
impunity.  The  houfe  had  no  opportunity  to  take  notice 
of  this  declaration.  Upon  another  occafipn  they  let  him 
know  they  had  not  forgot  it.  The  governor  was  fo 
difpieafed  with  the  proceedings  of  the  houfe  that  he 
put  an  end  to  thefeflion  and  they  never  met  again. 

We  are  now  arrived  to  the  memorable  year  1720.  1720, 
The  contefls  and  diffentions  in  the  government  rofe  to 
a  greater  height  than  they  had  done  fince  the  religious, 
feuds  in  the  years   1636  and  37. 

The  public  affairs,  in  general,  were  in  a  very  in-i 
different  (late.  The  Indians  upon  the  eaftern  frontiers 
were  continually  infulting  and  menacing  the  Englifh 
inhabitants,  fo  that  but  little  progrefs  had  been  made  in, 
fettling  the  country  fince  the  peace  and,  this  year,  mofr 
of  the  fettlements  which  had  been  begun  were  deferted 
and  a  new  war  was  every  day  expected. 

The  trade  of  the  province  declined.  There  was  a 
general  cry  for  want  of  money,  and  yet  the  bills  of 
credit,  which  were  the  only  money,  were  dally  depre- 
ciating. The  depreciation  was  grievous  to  all  creditors,, 
but  particularly  diftrefling  to  the  clergy  and  other  falary 
men,  to  widows  and  orphans  whofe  efra.t.es  confided  of 
money  at  intereft,  perhaps  juft  enough  to  fupport  them, 
and,  being  reduced  to  one  half  the  former  value,  they 
found  themfelves  on  a  fudden  in  a  ftate  of  poverty  and 
want.  Executors  and  adminiftrators,  and  all  who  were 
rjofTefTed  of  the  effe&s  of  others  in  truft,  had  a  (Ivong 
^motation  to  retain  them.     The  influence  a.  bad  cur- 

t>^4  raw* 
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1720*  rency  has  upon  the  morals  of  the  people  is  greater  {hs^ 
is  generally  imagined.  Numbers  of  (chemes,  for  pri- 
vate and  public  emiflions  of  bills,  were  pro pofed  as  re- 
medies, the  only  effe&ual  one,  the  utter  abolition  of  the 
bills,  was  omitted. 

By  thefe  calamities,  the  minds  of  the  people  were 
prepared  for  impreffions  from  pamphlets,  courants,  ancj 
other  news  papers,  which  were  frequently  '  published, 
In  order  to  convince  them,  that  their  civil  iiberties  and 
privileges  were  itruck  at  and  that  a  general  union  was 
neceflary.     Thefe  did  not  pafs  without  anfwers,  attrif 
buting  all  the  diftrefs  in  public  aftldrs  to  the  wrath  an4 
refentment,  the  arts  and  fmifter  views  of  a  few  particular 
perfons,  but  the  voice  of  the   people  in  general  was  a- 
gainft  the  governor.     In  our  mother  country,  when  dif* 
putes  arife  between  the  branches  of  the  legislature  upon 
their  refpe&ive  rights,  parties  are  formed  and  the  body 
of  the  people  are  divided;  for  in  a  weH'confiituted  govern- 
ment it  is  of  importance  to  the  people  that  the  {hare  eveni 
of  the  popular  part  of  the  con  ft  i  tut  tori  fhcujd  not  be 
unduly  raifed  td  the  fuppreiTion  of  the  monarchical  or 
ariflocratical  parts.     From  a  regard  to  the  common  in- 
terefy  therefore,  in  a  difpute  concerning  prerogative  and 
privilege,   the  people,  ordinarily,  are  divided  in  fenti- 
ment.     The  reafon  is  obvious  why  it  is  lefs  frequently 
fb  in  a  colony.    There,  the  people,  in  general, confider  the 
prerogative  as  an  intereft, without  them,  feperate  and  dif- 
finfr.  from  the  interior  intereft.  of  the  colony  :  This  rakes 
their  attention  from  the  juft  proportion  of  weight  due' 
to  each  branch  in  the  conftitution    and  canfes  a  bias  in 
favour  of  the  popular  part.     For  the  fame  reafon,  men 
fond  of  popular  applaufe  are  more  fnre  of  fuccefs,  with 
Jefs  degree  of  art,  in  a  colony,  than  in  a  fiate  not   {o 
connected  and,  confequently,  men  who  with  unbiaifed' 
judgments  difcern   and   have  virtue  enough   to  purfue 
*he  real  imerefr.  of  their  country,  are  more  likely  to  be 
Reproached  and  vilified. 
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The  firfl  a&  of  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  was  the  *7tcu 
choice  of  Mr.  Cooke  for  their  fpeaker.  A  committee 
was  fent  to  the  governor,  at  his  houfe,  to  acquaint  him 
with  the  choice.  They  reported,  at  their  return,  that  his 
excellency  faid,  '  it  was  very  well.'  In  the  afternoon, 
the  governor,  beiqg  in  council,  fent  the  fecretary  to  ac- 
quaint the  houfe,  that  he  was  now  in  the  chair  and 
ready  to  receive  their  mefTage,  refpecting  the  choice  of 
4  fpeaker.  They  fent  back  an  anfwer  that  his  excel- 
lency, upon  being  informed  of  the  choice  in  the  morn- 
ing, had  faid  ■  it  was  yery  well'  and  they  had  recorded 
his  anfwer  in  the  books  of  the  houfe.  The  governor 
replied,  that  he  would  receive  no  mefTage  from  the 
houfe  but  when  he  was  in  the  chair.*  The  houfe  then 
propofed,  by  mefTage,  to  the  council,  to.  join  with  them 
in  the  bufinefs  of  the  da>\  t|ie  choice  of  councillors ; 
but  upon  the  governor's  telling  their  committee,  who 
carried  up  the  mefTage,  that  no  election  mould  be  made 
until  he  was  acquainted  who  was  chofen  fpeaker,  the 
houfe  fent  a  new  committee  to  acquaint  him  with  the, 
choice  they  had  made,  The  governor  replied  to  this 
committee,  that  Mr.  Cooke  had  treated  him  ill  as  the 
king's  governor  and  therefore,  according  to  the  power- 
given  him  by  the  royal  charter,  he  negatived  the  choice 
and  defired  they  would  proceed  to  chufe  another  perfbm 
They  fent  back  their  anfwer,  that  they  ha4  chofen  a 
fpeaker,  according  to  their  known  and  legal  privileges, 
and  therefore  infilled  upon  the  choice,  and  at  the  fame 
time  they  renewed  their  motion  to  the  council  to  join 
with  them  in  the  eleclion.  The  governor  told  the 
committee,  that  he  had  received  a  mefTage  from  the 
houfe,  acquainting  him  with  the  choice  they  had  made 
of  a  fpeaker,  which  choice  had  been  negatived  and  he 
was  no  fpeaker.-  Upon  this,  the  houfe  fent  their  com- 
mittee to  the  board'  to  acquaint  them,  that  two  mefTage? 

having 

*  The  journal  of  the  hnufe  aJds  "  and  that  he  had  received  no 
fuch  mefTage  from  the  houfe  and  given  no  fuch  anfwer,"  ln;t 
xJ;e  general  courts  records  take.  &q  notice  of  this* 
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§jio.  having  been  fent  to  propofe  to  the  board  to  join  in  the 
choice  of  councellors  and  no  anfwer  having  been  given, 
they  now  defired  to  know  whether  the  board  would 
join  in  the  election  or  not. 

It  there  had  been  any  further  delay  on  the  part  of 
the  board,  it  is  very  probable,  the  houfe  would  have 
proceeded  without  them,  which  mud  have  increafed  the 
perplexity.  The  governor,  therefore,  left  the  board, 
having  firft  charged  the  fecretary  with  the  following 
meffage  to  the  houfe,  "  His  excellency  orders  me  to  ac- 
quaint you,  he  is  informed  that  governor  Dudley  did,  in 
the  time  of  his  government,  difallow  of  a  fpeaker  chofen 
by  the  houfe,  and  that  his  proceedings  therein  were 
approved  by  the  commiffioners  of  trade  and  plantations 
and  that  he  was  thereupon  directed  by  the  faid  commif- 
fioners  to  acquaint  the  council,  that  ir  would  not  be 
thought  fit  that  her  majefty's  right  of  having  a  negative 
upon  the  choice  of  a  fpeaker  be  given  up,  which  was 
referved  to  her  majefty,  as  well  by  the  charter,  as  by 
the  conflitution  of  England." 

Notwithstanding  the  warm  difputes,  in  the 
preceding  year,  between  the  two  houfes,  only  one  new 
councellor  was  chofen,  John  Burrill,  Efq;*  of  Lynn,  who, 
had  been  many  years  fpeaker  of  the  houfe,  but  this  year 
was  fent  to  the  board,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Higginfon. 
The  houfe  had  been  as  fond  of  this  Mr.  Burrill  as  of 
their  eyes.  His  temperate  fpirit,  until  now,  had  engaged 

the 

*  This  Mr.  Burrill  bore  a  very  fair  character.  I  have  often, 
heard  his  contemporaries  applaud  him  for  his  great  integrity, 
his  acquaintance  with  parliamentary  forms,  the  dignity  and 
authority  with  which  he  filled  the  chair,  the  order  and  deco- 
rum he  maintained  in  the  debates  of  the  houfe,  his  felf  denial 
in  remaining  in  the  houfe,  from  year  to  year,  when  he  might 
have  been  chofen  into  the  council  and  faw  others,  who  called 
him  their  father,  fent  there  before  him;  t©  fay  a  great  deal  of 
him  in  one  word,  there  was  as  much  likenefs  in  his  character 
to  that  of  the  right  honorable  perfon  who  fo  many  years  filled, 
'the  chair  in  the  houfe  of  commons,with  fuch  applaufe,as  well 
can  be  between  fmall  and  great.  Mr.  Burrill  died  of  the  &#&$; 
pox  at  Lvr,rj,  December  \Qtfy  172 1. 
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die  whole  houfe  in  his  favor  and,  from  year  to  year, 
procured  him  a  general  vote,  but  this  year  the  houfe 
were  willing  to  part  with  him  for  a  gentleman  obnoxious 
to  the  governor,  which  meafure,  it  was  eafy  to  forefee, 
muft  give  a  further  occafion  of  controverfy. 

Two  of  the  new  elected  councilors  were  negatived, 
Nathanael  By  field,  who  had  been  folliciting  in  England 
for  the  government  when  Col  Shute  was  appointed,  and 
John  Clark,  who  was  a  perfonof  many  valuable  qualities, 
and  obnoxious,  only,  for  being  ftrongly  attached  to  Mr, 
Cooke  and  having  been  a  great  fupporter  of  the  caufe, 

After  the  ple£tion,  the  governor  made  a  further 
attempt  to  bring  the  houfe  to  a  compliance  by  the  fol- 
lowing fpeech.  "  Gentlemen.  At  the  opening  of  this 
ieffion  you  thought  fit  to  make  choice  of  Eli  (ha  Cooke, 
Efq;  for  your  fpeaker,  and  upon  your  reporting  of  it  to 
me,  I  did  declare  my  difacceptance  of  that  election,  anc} 
am  firm  in  my  opinion  that  I  had  good  right  fo  to  do, 
by  virtue  of  his  majefty's  commiflion  and  the  powers 
referved  by  the  royal  charter,  and  am  alfo  confirmed  in 
it,  by  what  I  find  tranfacled  by  the  late  governor  Dudley, 
during  his  adminiftration,  and  alfo  by  the  opinion  of  the 
right  honorable  the  lords  of  trade  and  plantations  in  that 
matter.  I  mud  further  obferve  to  you,  that  the  perfon 
you  have  chofen  had  invaded  the  king  my  matter's 
rights  in  the  woods  of  the  province  of  Main,  though 
confirmed  to  his  majefty  by  an  act  of  the  Britifh  parlia- 
ment, and  I  have  received  the  thanks  of  the  right  ho- 
norable the  lords  of  trade  and  plantations  for  removing 
him  out  of  the  council.  He  has  ill  treated  me,  who 
am  the  king's  governor,  and  has  been  cenfured  by  the 
council  for  it  which  (lands  upon  record  in  the  council 
books.*  How  acceptable  this  matter  will  be,  at  home, 
confidering  the  warning  we  have  lately  had  from  the 
court  of  Great-Britain  upon  the  account  of  palling  the 
import  bill,  will  be  worthy  of  your  ferious  reflection. 

Thefe 

*  The  council  books  from  the  charter  were  burnt  in  the  court 
houfe  in  the  year  1747  and  this  ceafure  does  not  appear  anv 
vi&jft  but  in  this  ir^ech, 
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5720.  Thefe  things  I  thought  neceffary  to  acquaint  you  witl* 
and  advife  you  to  return  to  your  houfe  and  chufe  fome 
other  perfon  fpeaker,  with  a  refervation  of  your  own 
rights,  until  you  (hall  fend  to  the  court  of  Great-Britain, 
for  the  explanation  of  th^t  part  of  your  charter,  relat- 
ing to  the  affair  of  a  fpeaker." 

The  houfe,  immediately  upon  their  return  to  their 
chamber,  entered  into  a  debate  upon  this  fpeech  and  the 
queftion  being  put,  whether,  for  the  reafons  ailigned 
by  his  excellency,  the  houfe  will  proceed  to  the  choice 
of  a  new  fpeaker  it  paffed  in,  the  negative,  nemine 
contradicente. 

Th  e  governor  gave  them  no  opportunity  to  proceed 
on  any  other  bufmefs,  for  the  next  day  he  fent  for  them 
up  again  and  after  another  fhort  fpeech  dilfolved  the 
court.  "  Gentlemen.  Out  of  a  tender  regard  I  have  for 
the  welfare  of  this  province,  I  fhall  give  you  the  follow- 
ing advice  before  we  part ;  that  when  it  mail  pleafe  God 
We  meet  again  in  a  general  aflembly,  which  mall  be  af-, 
foon  as  poffible,  you  will  not  let  this  province  fuffer  by 
the  perverfe  temper  of  a  particular  perfon,  but  that  you 
will  chufe  one  for  a  fpeaker  that  has  no  other  view  but 
that  of  the  public  good,  one  that  fears  God  and  ho- 
nors the  king.  It  is  irkfome  and  difagreeable  to  me, 
•  to  diffolve  an  aflemhly,  but  as  matters  now  (land,  I  am 
forced  to  do  it  or  mud  give  up  the  king  my  matter's 
prerogative,  which  nothing  (hall  ever  oblige  me  to  do, 
who  am  the  king's  governor.  Gentlemen,  I  do  not 
think  it  for  the  honor  of  his  majetty's  government  that 
this  aflembly  mould  fit  any  longer  and  therefore  I 
fhall   diflblve   you."* 

Writs  were  ifTued  for  a  new  allembly,  to  meet  the 
13th  of  July.  The  governor  had  no  great  reafon  to, 
hope  for  a  more  favorable  houfe.  The  people,  in  ge- 
neral, thought   their   privileges    were  attacked.     The 

charter 

*  Neither  of  thefe  fpeeches  are  printed  in  the  journal  of  the 
houfe.  The  charges  upon  their  fpeaker  feem  to  have  been 
l  Ue  re&Con, 
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charter  indeed  was  filent  upon  this  point.  In  a  difpute,  17261 
between  the  crown  and  the  houfe  of  commons  in  the 
reign  of  king  Charles  the  2d  an  expedient  was  found 
which  feemed  to  avoid  the  acknowledgment  of  the  right 
of  the  crown  to  refufe  a  fpeaker,  but  a  provincial  law 
was  principally  relied  upon  which  declares  "  that  the 
reprefentatives  affembled  iri  any  great  and  general  cotlrt 
fhall  be  the  fole  judges  of  the  elections  and  qualifications 
of  their  own  members  and  may  from  time  to  time  fettle, 
order  and  purge  their  own  houfe  and  make  fuch  necef- 
fary  orders  for  the  due  regulation  thereof  as  they  fhall 
fee  occafion."  Whether  the  legiflators  had  in  contem- 
plation the  right  of  the  houfe  to  chufe  a  fpeaker,  exempt 
from  the  governor's  negative,  might  well  be  queftioned,- 
but  it  was  urged  that  the  due  regulation  of  the  houfe 
might  very  well  include  this  right. 

The  towns,  in  general,  fent  the  former  members; 
Bofton  difcovered  how  they  flood  affected  by  leaving  out 
Mr.  Tay  who  was  one  of  thofe  perfons  who  ferve  upori 
a  pinch,  when  a  favorite  cannot  be  carried  by  a  party, 
to  flop  the  gap  and  prevent  an  oppofue  candidate,  and 
he  came  in  feveral  times  upon  fuch  occafions.  In  his 
room*  the  town  now  ehofe  Mr.  Clark,  the  negatived 
couffcellor. 

The  houfe  was  willing  to  fit  and  do  bufitfefs,  which: 
the  choice  of  the,  former  fpeaker  would  have  prevented. 
They  therefore  pitched  upon  a  perfon  lefs  attached  to 
party,  Timothy  Lmdall,  one  of  the  reprefentatives  of 
Salem,  to  whom  no  exception  was  taken.  The  governor,' 
in  his  fpeech,  recommended  a  peaceable  feffion,  but  the 
houfe  could  not  forget  the  late  diffolution.  They  began! 
with  a  warm  meflage  or  remonft ranee  to  the  governor, 
in  which  they  tell  him,  "  the  laft  affembly  took  no  great 
pleafure  in  being  diflblved,  before  they  had  gone  through 
the  ufual  neceffary  bufinefs ;  their  afferting  and  main- 
taining their  ju'ft  right  and  ancient  privilege  of  chufing 
iheir  fpeaker,  and  not  owning  his  excellency's  power  to 
negative  him,  was  nothing  but  what  they  were  flrictly 

obliged 
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1720.  obliged  to,  and  rhc  new  houfe  are  humbly  of  opinioi, 
that  whoever  was  of  advice  to  his  excellency,  in  the 
matter,  did  not  confult  his  majefty's  intereft,  nor  thfc 
public  weal  and  quiet  of  the  government,  but  officiouily 
endeavoured  to  beget  unhappy  mifunderflandings  be- 
tween his  excellency  and  the  houfe  and  break  off  that 
defirable  harmony  which  every  one  ought  to  keep  up ; 
we  earneflly  hope  and  defire  the  province  may  never 
hdve  an  affembly,  that  will  willingly  forego  fuch  a  valu- 
able privilege  as  K.  William  and  Q^Mary  of  ever  blefled 
memory  gracioufly  favoured  the  province  with,  when 
they  gave  their  royal  affent  to  a  law  directing  and 
governing  that  affair."f 

All  the  fubfequent  proceedings  of  this  fhort  felTion 
fliew  how  much  the  houfe  was  out  of  temper.  An 
Indian  war  ufed  to  be  univerfally  dreaded.  To  prevent 
it,  the  governor  and  council  had  been  treating  with 
three  of  the  Penobfcot  tribe,  who  were  fent  for  or  came 
to  Bofton,  and  the  houfe  were  defired  to  make  a  grant 
for  a  prefent  to  them,  but  by  a  vote  they  refufed  to  do 
it.  Some  time  after,-  they  ordered  a  fmall  fum,  ten  pounds 
only.  To  the  controverfy  with  the  governor  and  the 
©ppofition  made  to  the  propofals  which  came  from  him, 
the  war,  which  foon  after  broke  out,  was,  by  the  gover- 
nor's friends,  attributed. 

There  had  been  no  public  notaries  in  the  province, 
except  fuch  as  derived  their  authority  from  the  arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury.  The  houfe,  now,  firit  obferved, 
that  a  notary  public  was  a  civil  officer,  which  by.  the 

charter, 
^  In  this  coutroverfy  the  houfe  feem  to  have  mifapprehended  their 
own  cauie  and  to  have  laid  moft  ftrefs  upon  the  weakeft  argu- 
ment. The  analogy  between  the  governor  and  a  provincial 
houfe  of  reprefentatives,  and  the  king  and  the  commons  o£ 
Great-Britain,  they  leave  out  of  the  queftion.  By  charter,  or 
commiffions,  the  form  of  government  is  fettled,  the  governor 
reprefenting  the  king's  perfon,  the  lower  houfe  reprefenting 
the  people.  I  fee  no  arrogance,  whatever  difproportion  there 
may  be  between  Britain  and  her  colonies,  in  fuppofing  an  ana- 
logy between  the  conftitutions,  except  where  peculiar  rights 
or  powers  are  otherwife  fettled  in  the  refpecYive  branches*' 
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charter,  was  to  be  chofen  by  the  general  court,  and  fent  1720; 
a  meffage  defiring  the  council  to  join  with  the  houfe  ia 
the  choice  of  fuch  an  officer  in  each  port  of  the  pro* 
vince.  To  all  inftruments  which  were  fent  abroad,  not 
only  the  atteftation  of  the  notary  himfelf  would  be  ne- 
ceffary,  but  a  certificate  under  the  province  feal,<  to  fhew 
the  authority  to  attefl ;  the  council  therefore  took  time 
to  confider  of  the  expediency  of  appointing  fuch  an 
officer,  and  referred  the  matter  to  the  next  feffion,*  but 
the  houfe  immediately  proceeded  and  cfiofe  the  officers 
by  their  own  votes.  The  arguments,  to  prove  that  an 
officer  to  be  chofen  by  the  whole  court  could  derive  211 
authority  from  the  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
houfe  of  reprefentatives  have  not  been  preferved.  f 

Being  offended  with  the  council,  the  houfe  fent  z 
meffage  defiring  u  that  confidenng  the  low  cireumftances 
of  the  province  no  draught  be  made  upon  the  treafury 
for  expences  ar  times  of  public  rejoicing!  for  the  future." 

It  had  been  ufual  to  make  a  grant  to  the  governor, 
for  the  falary  of  half  the  year,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
feffion.  The  houfe  deferred  it  until  the  ciofe,  and  then 
reduced  it  frctoi  fix  to  five  hundred  pounds,  although 
the  currency  was  depreciated.  To  the  lieutenant  govern 
nor,  they  ufed  to  make  a  prefent,  once  a  year,  never  lefs 
than  fifty  pounds,  they  now  reduced  it  to  thirty  five. 
Mr.  Dummer  had  fo  much  fpirit,  that  he  inclofed  the 
vote  in  a  letter  to  the  fpeaker  acquainting  him  that 
"  having  the  honor  to  bear  the  king's  commiffion  for  lieu- 
tenant governor  of  the  province,  and  having  been  annu« 
ally  more  than  fifty  pounds  out  of  pocket,  in  that  fervice, 
he  did  not  think  it  for  his  honor  to  accept  of  their  grant." 

The, 

*  As  a  public  notary,. in  the  fevera!  ports  was  judged  to  be  a 
neceifary  officer,  the  council  afterwards  concurred  with  the 
houfe,  and  a  choice  has  been  ever  fmce  annually  made  by  the 
general  court. 

%  They  fent  a  meffage  the  next  day  to  the  governor,  to  define 
him  to  approve  of  the  choice,  but  he  gave  them  for  anfwef 
that  as  the  council  did  not  join  he  did  not  fee  how  they  could 
be  fworn. 

I  The  king's  birth  day,  acceffion,  coronation,  &c, 
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ijzo.  The  governor  took  no  public  notice  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  houfc.  On  the  2  3d  of  July  he  put  an  end 
to  the  feffio'n. 

During  the  recefs  of  the  court  (Auguft  7  th)  a  party 
of  the  eafterh  Indians  fell  upon  Canfo,  within  the  pro- 
Tince  of  Nova  Scotia,  but  peopled  every  fummer  from 
the  Maffachufets.  The  Indians  furprteed  the  EnglifK 
in  their  beds  and  dripped  them  of  every  thing,  telling 
them  they  came  to  carry  away  what  they  could  find  up- 
on their  own  land.  Three  or  four  of  the  Englifh  were 
killed.  Some  of  the  French  of  Cape  Breton  were  iri 
confederacy  and  came  with  their  veffels,  the  next  night, 
and  carried  off  the  plunder,  together  with  about  200a 
Quintals  offifh.  The  Englifh  veifels  in  the  harbour 
Were  not  attempted.  A  Hoop  happening  to  arrive  the 
next  day,  the  matter  offered  his  fervice  to  go  out  and 
make  reprifals,  and  being  furnifhed  with  a  number  of 
men  and  two  or  three  fmaller  veifels  for  his  cbnforts, 
for  want  of  more  ample  authority,  he  tdok  a  commiflion 
from  one  Thomas  Richards,  a  Canfo  juflice,  and  went 
after  the  French  and  foon  brought  iri  fix  or  feven  fmalf 
fifhing  veffels,  having  all  of  them  more  or  lefs  of  the' 
Englifh  property  aboard. 

Mr.  Henshaw,  of  Bofton,  a  principal  merchant  at 
Canfo, \vent  to  Louifbourg  with  a  complaint  to  theFrench 
governor,-  who  excufed  hirhfelf  from  intermeddling,  the 
Indians  not  being  French  fubje&s,  nor  under  his  con- 
troul.  The  French  prifoners  were  fent  to  Annapolis- 
royal.  The  lofs,  fuftained  by  the  Englifh,  was  eflimated; 
at  twenty  thoufand  pounds  currency. 

The  fears  of  the  people,  in  the  eaflerh  parts  of  the 
Maffachufets,  were  increafed  by  this  ftroke  upon  Canfo. 
In  a  fhort  time  after,  the  csttle  were  deftroyed  and  the 
lives  of  trie  owners  threatned.  The  governor  was  ftill 
defirous  of  preferving  peace  and,  by  the  advice  of  council, 
fent  orders  to  Col.  Walton,  the  commanding  officer  of 
fuch  forces,  as  upon  the  alarm  had  been  fent  there,  to 
inform  the  Indians,  that  comiciffioners  fliould  be  fent  to 

trw 
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treat  with  them.     The  Indians  liked  the  propofal  and  17^* 
promifed  to  attend  the  treaty. 

Before  the  time  appointed,  the  general  Court  met* 
and  the  houfe  palled  a  reiblve,  "  that  150  effective  men, 
under  fuitable  officers,  be  forthwith  ordered  to  march  up 
to  Norridgewock  and  compel  the  Indians  that  (hall  be 
found  there,  or  in  other  thofe  parts,  to  make  full  fatif- 
faction  for  the  damage  they  have  done  the  Englifh,  by 
killing  their  fwine  and  fheep  or  carrying  them  away,  or 
Healing  provifions,  cloathing,  or  any  other  way  wronging 
them.  And  that  a  warrant  be  directed  to  Capt.  John 
Leighton,  high  fheriff  of  the  county  of  York,  who  is 
to  accompany  the  forces,  for  the  apprehending  and  fafe 
bringing  Mr.  Ralle  to  Bofton,  who  is  at  prefent  refident 
at  or  near  Nofrigewock  in  Kerinebeck  river  in  this  pro- 
vince, and,  if  he  be  not  to  be  found,  that  then  the  fheriff 
direct:  and  command  the  Indians  there,  of  in  the  parts  ad- 
jacent, to  bring  in  and  fin* render  up  the  jefuit  to  him  the 
fheriff;  and,  upon  their  refufal  to  comply  with  either  of 
the  faid  demands,  that  the  commanding  officer  is  to  take 
thd  beft  and  moft  effectual  way  to  apprehend  and  fecure 
the  Indians,  fo  refufing,  and  fafe  conduct:  them  toBoiton." 

The  governor  looked  upon  this  refolve  to  be,  in 
effect,  a  declaration  of  war  and  an  invafion  of  the  prero- 
gative; it  neceffarily  prevented  a  treaty  he  had  agreed 
to  hold  with  the  Indians,  and  a  new  war  mufl  be  the 
confequence  of  fuch  a  meafure.  The  council  were  fond 
of  peace  and,  when  the  refolve  was  fent  to  them  for 
concurrence,  they  rejected  ir.  The  houfe  were  lefs 
averfe  to  war.  The  charge  of  carrying  it  on,  it  was 
faiu,  would  be  no  burden  to  the  province,  the  French,' 
now,  durfi  not  join  the  Indians  and  this  would  be  the 
moft  favorable  opportunity  which  could  be  expected  to 
fubdue  or  utterly  extirpate  them.  That  the  charge 
fhould  be  no  burden  feems  to'  be  a  paradox,  but  a  wild 
opinion  had  filled  the  minds  of  great  part  of  the  people 
of  the  province,  that  if  bills  of  credit  could  be  iffued* 
the  advantage  to  trade  would  be  fo  great,  that  the  taxes1 

Yol.  II,  R 
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if-fca  by  which,  at  diftant  periods,  they  were  to  be  drawn  in 
again  would  not  be  felt.  Many  Ichemes  of  public  ex- 
pence  were  projected,  and,  among  the  reft,  a  bridge  over 
Charles  river  broader  and  much  deeper  than  the  Thames 
at  London  or  Weftminfler. 

I  fliall  take  no  pleafure  in  relating  the  proceedings  of 
the  general  court,  in  this  and  the  two  next  years.     The 
bell  excufe  I  can  make  for  the  houfe  is,  that  the  attempt 
made  to  deprive  them  of  the  exclusive  right  of  choofing 
their  own  fpeaker  was  deemed  by  them  a  grievance,  that 
the  royal  governments  infill  upon   this  right  and  there 
Was  nothing  in  MafFachufets  charter  which  took  it  from 
them,  that  this  attempt  raifed  in  their  minds  a  jealoufy  of 
a  defign  againfl  their  privileges  in  general  and,  in  this 
flare  of  mind,  they  were  more  e'afily  prevailed  upon  by 
their  principal  directors,  whofe  principal  views  were  to 
dillrefs  the  governor,  to  agree  to  fuch  meafures  as  under 
other  circumflances  they  mufl  have  difapproved.     The 
rule,  perhaps,  holds  flronger  with  political  bodies  than 
with  individuals,  that  when  jufl  bounds  are  once  ex- 
ceeded, the  fecond  flep  is  as  ea'fy  as  the  firft,  and  fo  on, 
until  at  length  they  are  drawn  by  degrees  to  fuch  ex- 
cefTes  as,  perfaltum,  they  would  have  been  incapable  of. 
The   public  records  of  the  general  court  arc  always 
open  to  the  infpecliori  of  any  of  the  members,   but,  that 
the  houfe  might  have  them  under  their  more  immediate 
view  and  charge,  they  palled  a  tote,  that  the  fecretary 
fhould  make  duplicates  of  all  public  records,  and  that  one 
fet  fhould  be  lodged  in  fuch   place  as  the  houfe  fhould 
appoint.     The  council,  willing  to  have   duplicates  for 
greater  fecurky,  concurred  with  an  amendment,  viz.  in 
fuch  place  as  the  general  affembly  fhould  direct,  but  this 
amendment  the  houfe  rejected. 

The  houfe,  finding  the  council  a  bar  to  their  ai- 
rempts,  refolved,  in  one  in  fiance,  to  acl  by  themfelves. 
There  was  a  complaint  or  fuggeflion,  that  falfe  muflers 
Were  made  by  fome  of  the  officers  in  the  pay  of  the 
province*    The  houfe  raking  the  affair  iiic<*  coiifidera- 

tioa 


MASS  ACHUS£TS-BAY.       243 

tion  refolved,  "that  one  or  more  meet  perfons  be  ap-  17ZO* 
pointed  by  this  ho.iife  clerk  of  the  check,  who  (hall, 
from  time  to  time,  have  an  infpecHcn  into  the  forts, 
garrifons.  and  forces,  and  take  care  that  every  one  have 
Their  compliment  of  men,  and  the  better  to  enable  them 
to  execute  the  trufl  repofed  in  them,  that  when  and 
fo  often  as  they  (hall  fee  reafon,  the  commanders  of  the 
forts,  garrifons  and  captains  of  any  of  the  companies,  in 
the  pay  of  this  government,  mail  call  forth  their  men  be- 
fore them,  and,  if  any  do  not  appear,  the  commanding 
officer  to  give  the  reafon  of  fuch  abfent  men,  and  that 
no  mufter  roll  mall  be  accepted,  and  paid  by  the  trea- 
surer, unlefs  approved  of  by  the  clerk  of  the  check."  . 
The  governor  did  not  intend  to  admit  this  officer,  ap- 
pointed by  the  hotife,  into  the  forts,  garrifons,  &c.  which 
by  the  charter  the  crown  had  referred  to  the  governor, 
but  he  kept  ill  en  r. 

To  another  acl  of  the  houfe  the  council  took  excep- 
tion. A  meiTage  was  fent  by  the  houfe  to  the  council  to 
let  them  know  they  had  appointed  a  committee  to  pre- 
pare a  .bill  for  levying  foldiers,  "  taking  it  to  be*  their 
peculiar  care."  Left  it  friould  be  underftood  that  this 
was  to  exclude  the  council  from  concurring  or  non-con- 
curririg  fuch  bill,  or  from  advifmg  to  the  levying  foldiers 
upon  an  emergency  in  the  recefs  of  the  court,  the  council 
defired  the  houfe  to  withdraw  thofe  words,  "  taking 
it  to  be  their  peculiar  care/'  which  they  agreed  to.- 

At  this  feffiorj,  the  houfe,  again,  withheld  one  hun- 
dred pounds  from  the  governor's  ufual  half  year's  lalary. 
He  had  palled  it  over  without  notice  before,  but  now  he 
thought  it  proper  to  lay  before  them  a  royal  inftructioa 
to  recommend  to  the  affembly  to  eftablifh  a  fufficienc 
allowance  for  him  by  a  fixed  falary.  They  fent  him  a 
reply,  "  that  they  humbly  conceived  what  was  granted 
him  was  an  honorable  allowance,  and  the  affair  ot 
fettling  falaries  being  a  matter  of  great  weight  and 
wholly  new  to  the  houfe  and  many  of  the  members 
abfent,   they  did  not  think  it  proper  to  enter  upon  the 

R  2  confiieraii.oa 
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j.720.  confideration  of  it,  but  defired  the  court  might  rife/'' 
The  governor  complied  with  their  requefl:.*  a 

*  The  Maflachufets  province  afforded  fubject  for  fome  part  of  the 
madnefs  of  the  people  of  England  in  this  remarkable  year. 
"Walte  lands  have  an  imaginary  value  fet  upon  them,  fome- 
times  higher,  fometimes  lower,  and  continually  afford  fubject  for 
bubbles  among  ourfelves.  Mr.  Dummer  railed  a  bubble  from 
the  eaftern  lands,  but  had  not  time  for  any  very  great  fuccefs. 

M  It  remains  now  that  I  give  an  account  to  the  general  court  of 
a  very  confiderable  undertaking  which  I  fet  on  foot  and  have 
been  carrying  on  for  feveral  months  pall  in  hopes  to  procure 
thereby  many  great  advantages  to  the  province.  1  have  pro- 
jected a  fchome  to  raife  hemp  and  flax  in  the  eaftern  frontiers  of 
the  province  of  Main  for  the  fupply  of  this  kingdom.  In  order 
to  accomplilh  this  delign,  I  propofed  that  the  lands  between  St. 
Croix  and  Penobfcot  fliould  be  granted  to  the  undertakers  and 
their  amgns  by  the  crown,  and  that  they  ihould  alfo  have  a 
charter  of  incorporation,  with  all  reaibnable  privileges  and 
advantages  allowed  them. 

'•  I  fet  my  felf  heartily  to  work  and,  that  I  might  lay  a  good  foun- 
dation, I  chofe  17  managers  for  the  carrying  it  on,  who  are 
all  perfons  of  great  dr Abaction  and  attend  diligently  upon  the 
bufinefs  at  every  meeting.  My  Lord  Barrington  is  one,  and 
Col.  Bladen  of  the  board  of  trade  is  another,  and  Alderman 
Bailis  a  commiiTioner  of  the  cultoms  is  a  third.  The  rell  are 
either  men  of  note  and  figure  in  parliament,  as  Mr.  Young 
fir't  commiflioner  for  ftating  the  accounts  of  the  army,  or  emi- 
nent citizens,  as  Sir  Juitus  Beck,  who  is  one  of  the  greateft  mer- 
chants in  the  kingdom.  Being  thus  itrong,  I  had  no  reafon 
to  take  notice  of  Coram  and  friends  or  to  have  any  apprehen- 
fions  of  what  they  were  doing  or  capable  of  doing  againft  me, 
yet,  for  quietnefs  fake,  I  fent  them  word  that,  if  they  would 
"withdraw  their  petition  and  give  me  no  more  trouble,  they 
fliould  find  an  account  of  profit  from  this  undertaking  beyond 
what  they  could  ever  expect  if  it  were  to  be  under  their  own 
conduct  Coram  immediately  fubmitted  to  my  petition,  but 
when  he  afterwards  was  told  that  I  had  left  out  of  my  petition 
the  tract  of  land  between  Kenebeck  and  Penobfcot, he  ran  about 
in  a  mad  rage  declaring  he  would  rather  ftarve  than  come 
into  it,  and  that  the  whole  defign  was  only  a  trick  in  me  to 
iave  that  fine  country  for  the  villainous  people  of  New-England 
—  I  have  therefore  fince  treated  and  agreed  with  his  partners 
and  patrons  by  whofe  intereft  he  was  fupported,  fa  that  Coram 
is  now  intirely  dropped  and  1  have  no  oppofition. 

' '  Neverthelefs,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  managers  to  relt  a  little  till 
she  miniftry  has  quelled  the  great  number  of  companies  that 

are 
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At  the  opening  the  next  feilion  (March  15th)  the  172* 
governor  in  his  fpeech  recommended  meafures  to  pre- 
vent the  depreciation  of  the  currency,  to  fupprefs  a  trade 
carried  on  with  the  French  at  Cape  Breton  and  to  puniih 
the  authors  of  factious  and  feditious  papers,  to  provide  a 
prefent  for  the  five  nations  and  to  enlarge  his  falary.. 

They  refufed,  directly  or  virtually,  every  propofal. 
To  the  fir  ft  the  houfe  tell  him,  in  their  anfwer,  "  they 
had  pafTeJ  a  bill  for  hTuirig  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
more  in  bills  of  credit.J>|     This,  alone,  had  a  direct  ten- 

R  g  dency 

arc  erected  every  day  in  defiance  of  the  late  act  of  parliament, 
and  are  fo  offenfive  to  the  government  that  the  belt  fchenje  in 
the  world  would  fuffer  fome  difgrace  by  appearing  at  this  time. 
I  have  only  to  add,  that  I  have  referved  twenty  thoufand 
pounds  of  the  fubfeription  for  the  ufe  and  benefit  of  the  pro- 
vince, which,  when  the  time  comes,  I  will  put  in  the  name  of 
proper  truftecs  for  that  end."    Dumvicr's  letter  Sept.  17.  i  720. 

The  time  never  came  for  appointing  truftees  for  the  province. 
The  great  bubble  was  breaking,  which  no  doubt  inclined  the 
managers  ot  this  fmall  one  to  ftop  a  little.  The  capital  was 
to  be  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  iterling.  Query,  Whe- 
ther there  are  no  bubbles  rifmgin  England,  from  the  Watte 
lands  of  America,  at  this  day  ? 

f  Fifty  thoufand  pounds  had  been  iffued  the  la  ft  year,  1720,  and 
distributed  to  the  feveral  towns  in  proportion  to  their  taxes, 
the  bills  to  be  repaid  at  a  limited  time,  and  the,  governor  ieem- 
ed  to  approve  of  and  encourage  this  way  of  iffuing  bills  at  his 
firft  arrival,  but  was  afterwards  convinced  of  their  mifchievous 
effects.  Having  about  this  time  received  an  inlhuetion  laying 
him  under  a  r^ttraint  in  iffuing  bills  of  credit  except  for  nc- 
ceffiry  charges,  unlefs  by  fuch  acts  or  orders  as  ihould  not 
have  effect  until  his  majefty's  pleafure  was  known,  he  chofe  10. 
found  his  objection  to  the  bill  upon  his  instruction. 

This  instruction  was  not  occafioned  by  the  bad  effect  of  bills  upon 
the  currency  as  iater  iiutructions  and  acts  of  parliament  have 
been,  but  by  a  complaint  from  merchants  trading  to  New- 
York  of  an  act  of  affembly  there  for  iffuing  bills  equal  to  forty 
thoufand  ounces  of  plate  which  were  all  applied,  to  the  gover- 
nor as  a  gratuity  over  and  above  his  ftated  falary,  to  the  coun- 
cil for  pretended  fervices  at  the  revolution  near  90  years  be- 
fore, and  to  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  for  their  fervices. 
After  the  biils  were  in  private  h^nds,  to  revoke  the  act  vvo^id 
work  injuitice,  but  to  prevent  fuch  acls  in  any  co'or.y  for  the 
future, circular  inftructions  wers  prdsred  to-the  fcveral  goyes.-.o;  4 
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'2i-  dency  to  increafe  the  mifchief,but  they  add  that  "  to  pre? 
Tent  their  depreciation  they  had  prohibited  the  buying, 
felling  and  bartering  illver,  at  any  higher  rates  than  fet  by 
acl  of  parliament."  This  certainly  could  have  no  ten- 
dency to  leflen  it.  Such  an  act  can  no  more  be  executed 
than  an  aft  to  (lop  the  ebbing  and  flowing  pf  the  fea. 
Jt  would  probably  carry  away  and  keep  out  all  filver 
and  gold.  The  depreciation  of  their  currency.would,  not- 
\vithffonding,  have  been  as  vifible  by  the  rife  of  exchange 
tvith  foreign  countries  and  have  been  as  fenfibly  felt  by 
every  creditor' among  themfelves.  To  his  other  pro- 
pofals  they  fay,  "  they  know  q^  no  trade  carried  on  by 
any  people  of  the  province  .with  Cape'Bretpn  and  dp 
not  think  any  law  to  prevent  a  trade  there  is  neceflary  j 
and  for  feditipus  and  fcandalpus  papers,  the  bed  way  to 
fupprefs  or  prevent  them  is,  for  the  executive  part  of 
the  government  to  bring  the  authors  to  condign  punifh- 
xnent,  and  if  proper  meafures  had  been  taken  to  difco- 
\er  and  punifli  the  authors  of  a  libel  called  News  from 
Robinfon  Crufoe*s  ifiand,  wherein  the  members  of  the 
lioufe  are  grolly  reflected  upon,  few  or  none  would  have 
dared,  afterwards,  to  publifh  any  thing  of  that  nature  or 
tendency,  but  to  fuller  no  books  to  be  printed  without 
licence  from  the  governor  will  be  attended  with  innume- 
rable inconveniences  and  danger;*  as  to  the  five  nations, 
the  houfe  do  not  know  enough  of  their  number,  nor 
what  the  other  governments  intend  to  give,  and,  there- 
fore, cannot  judge  what  is  proper  for  them' to  do  ;  and 
for  the  allowance  to  the  goverupr,  they  think  it  as 
much  as  the  honor  and  fervice  of  the  government  calls 
for,  and  believe  the  inhabitants  of  the  feveral  towns 
through  the  province  are  of  the  fame  mind." 

There  never  had  been  an  inftance  of  any  governor's 
refufing  or  neglecting,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  to 
appoint  a  fall,  in  conformity  to  the  practice  of  the  coun- 
try, bur  the  [xni'fc,  now  endeavoured  to  anticipate  the 

governor 
*  This  was  a  juft  fetnfri  tr>  the  governor's  declaration,  thai  the 
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governor  and  appointed  a  committee  to  join  with  a  1721, 
committee  of  council  to  prepare  a  proclamation  for  a 
public  fall.  The  council  refufed  to  join  and  acquainted 
the  houfe  they  could  find  no  precedent,  but  the  houfe 
replied  that,  if  fuch  4ays  had  not  the  fan6tion  of  the 
whole  court,  people  would  not  be  liable  to  punifhment 
for  working  or  playing.  The  governor,  willing  to  con- 
form to  the  houfe  fo  far  as  would  confifl  with  maintain- 
ing his  right  of  ilTuing  proclamations,  mentioned  in  the 
proclamation  which  he  foon  after  publiihed,  that  the  ap* 
pointment  was,  by  advice  of  council  and  upon  a  motion  from 
the  houfe  ofreprefentatives,  but  the  houfe  refufed  to  meet 
him  and  declared  they  had  never  made  any  fuch  motion, 
and  ordered  that  no  members  of  the  houfe  fhould  carry  any 
proclamations  to  their  towns,  for  the  prefent.  The  day 
was,  howeyer,  obferved  as  ufual,  except  that  one  f  of  the 
reprefentatives  of  Bofton  would  not  attend  the  public 
worfhip  but  opened  his  warehoufe  as  upon  other  days. 

Certain  perfons  had  cut  pine  trees,  upon  that  part 
of  the  province  of  Main  which  had  not  been  granted  by 
the  general  court  as  private  property.  A  deputy  to  the 
furveyor  of  the  woods  gave  licence  to  cut  the  trees,  as 
belonging  to  the  king.  The  houfe  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  join  with  a  committee  of  council,  which  ipinjp 
committee  were  to  feize  and  fecure,  for  the  province,  the 
fame  logs  which  had  been  cut  by  licence.  The  council 
concurred  with  a  "  faving  to  his  majefly  all  fuch  rights 
as  are'  referved  by  the  royal  charter  and  acts  of  parlia- 
ment to  trees  for  the  royal  navy." 

The  houfe  deiired  this  faving  mi^ht  be  withdrawn, 
not  that  they  apprehended  the  refervation  made  in  the 
charter  or  the  proviiion  by  act  of  parliament  were  of  no, 
force,  but  they  alledged  that  the  trees  they  defigned  to 
feize  were  cut  by  one  deputed  by  the  deputy  of  the  fur- 
veyor of  the  woods,  and  cut,  not  for  the  royal  navy,  but 
for  other  ufes,  and  therefore  they  did  not  come  within 
reafon  of  the  refervation  or  proviiion. 

R  4  Finally, 

f  Mr.  William  Clark, 
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Finally,  upon  the  council's  refuting  to  join,  th<$ 
houfe  appointed  a  committee  of  their  own  to  ieize  the 
logs,  and  directed  the  attorney  general  to  profecute  thofe 
who  had  trefpaffed  and  made  fpoil  upon  the  province 
lands.  After  they  were  feized,  the  houfe  again  defired 
the  council  to  concur  a  vote  or  order  for  fecuring  and 
converting  the  logs  to  the  benefit  of  the  province. 
This,  without  any  judicial  determination,  was  (till  more 
irregular  and  the  council  declined  meddling  with  them. 

As  the  time  approached  for  uTuing  writs  for  a  new 
affembly,  the  governor  made  the  following  fpeech  to 
them,  before  their  diffolution. 

"Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives. 
In  my  fpeech  at  the  beginning  of  this  fetfion,  I  gave  you 
the  reafons  of  my  meeting  you  at  thjs  time.  1  have 
iince  received  your  anfwer,  which  I  (hall  take  care  to 
tranfmit,  by  the  firft  conveyance,  that  his  majefly  may 
fee,  not  only  how  his  governor  of  this  province  is  treated 
and  fupported,  but  what  fort  of  regard  is  paid  to  his 
own  royal  inftructions.  I  mall  alfo  lay  before  the  right 
honorable  the  lords  commiflioners  of  trade  and  planta- 
tions, the  bill  for  prohibiting  a  trade  to  Cape  Breton, 
which  I  recommended  to  you  feveral  fe/Tions  and  which 
had  twice  the  concurrence  of  his  majefly 's  council,  but 
\vas  as  often  thrown  out  in  your  houfe,  notwithstanding 
the  meiTage  that  accompanied  that  bill. 

"  I  am  very  much  furprized  ycu-  mould  refufe  two 
other  bills,  which  came  down  from  the  council,  the  pne 
to  prevent  riots,  the  other  to  prohibit  the  making  and 
publishing  libels  and  fcandalous  pamphlets,  the  pafiing 
of  which  would,  in  my  opinion,  have  tended  both  to  the 
honour  of  the  government  and  the  public  peace.    . 

"  But  what  gives  me  the  greateft  concern  is,  thas 

the  proceedings  of  your  houfe,  with  refpect.  to  the  woods 

in   the  province  of  Main,  are  directly  contrary  to  the 

refcrvation  of  his  majeily's  right  in   the   royal  charter 

. :  an  act  of  parliament,  which  were  both  fee  forth  in 

my 
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my  proclamation,  dated  the  Tit  of  November  1720,  for  1721, 
preventing  the  deftrucYion  andfpoil  of  his  majefty's  woods. 

*'  I  could  heartily  wifh,  that  inftead  of  obliging  me  to 
make  fuch  reprefentations  to  the  lords  of  trade,  as  I  fear 
will  not  be  to  your  advantage,  you  had  acted  with  that 
calmnefs  and  moderation,  which  becomes  the  fubjecls  of 
a  prince,  who  poifeffes  thofe  qualities  in  an  eminent 
degree,  and,  which  becomes  the  reprefentatives  of  a 
province,  that,  without  any  encroachment  on  the  royal 
prerogative,  enjoys  as  many  and  as  high  privileges, .  as 
the  greateft  advocates  for  liberty  can  defire  or  expect 

"  I  muft  therefore  recommend  to  you  a  loyal  and 
peaceable  behaviour  and  to  lay  afide  thofe  mifunderftand- 
jngs  and  animofities  that  of  late  prevail  fo  much  among 
you,  which  you  will  find  to  be  your  trueft  and  belt 
intereft." 

Doctor  Noyes,  one  of  the  reprefentatives  of  Bofton, 
died  whilft  the  court  was  fitting  (March  16th)  after  a 
fhort  illnefs.  He  was  very  fhongly  attached  to  the 
popular  party,  and  highly  efteemed  by  them,  was  of  a 
very  humane  obliging  difpofition  and,  in  private  life,  no 
man  was  more  free  from  indelicacies.  Mr.  William 
Hutchinfon  who  fucceeded  him  was  alfo  a  gentleman  of 
a  very  fair  character,  fenfible,  virtuous,  difcreet,  and  of 
an  independent  fortune.  He  began  his  political  life  at 
a  time  when  perfans,  thus  qualified,  were  wanted  for  the 
fervice  of  their  country,  to  moderate  the  paftions  of 
thofe  who  were  lefs  temperate  and  who  had  the  lead  in 
the  houfe.  In  general,  he  adhered  to  the  popular 
party  alfo,  but  lived  but  a  little  while.  Longer  expe- 
rience might  probably  have  convinced  him,  that  he 
would  have  fhewn  his  gratitude  to  his  condiments  more, 
by  endeavoring  to  convince  them  that  they  were  running 
to  an  extreme,  than  by  encouraging  the  fame  extremities 
himfelf. 

The  feflion  of  the  general  court,  in  May,  this 
year,  began  as  unfavorable  as  any  former  feffion.  The 
houfe  cl^afc  for  their  fpeaker  John  Clarke,  Efq;  who 
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the  year  before  had  been  negatived  by  the  governor  a-* 
a  councellor.  To  prevent  a  negative,  as  fpeaker,  they 
projected  a  new  form  of  menage  directed  to  the  gover- 
nor and  council  jointly,  to  acquaint  them  "  that  John 
Clarke,  Efq;  is  chofen  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  and  is  now 
fitting  in  the  chair."  This  was  undoubtedly  a  very  ex- 
traordinary contempt  of  the  governor.  Mr.  John 
"White,*  a  gentleman  of  unfpotted  character,  had  been 
clerk  of  the  houfe  for  many  years.  He  was  no  zealous 
party  man,  but  his  mod  intimate  friends,  who  efteemed 
him  and  fought  his  company  for  the  fake  of  his  valuable 
accompliihments,  were  ftrongly  attached  to  the  governor. 
This,  alone,  was  enough  to  difmifs  him  and  Mr.  William 
Payne,  brother  by  marriage  to  Mr.  Cooke,  and  who 
had  formerly  been  of  the  bank  party,  was  appointed 
clerk  in  his  ftead. 

The  governor  was  more  wroth  than  upon  any  ccca* 
Hon  before.  He  came  to  council,  in  the  afternoon,  and 
fent  immediately  for  the  houfe,  no  doubt,  with  an  intent 
to  di'ffolve  the  court.  He  had  feveral  faithful  advifers 
about  him  and,  whilft  the  houfe  were  preparing  to  come 
up,  he  fent  a  meffage  to  flop  them  and  to  let  them 
know  he  accepted  their  choice  of  a  fpeaker.  This  was 
giving  a  conftruction  to  their  meffage,  which  they  did 
not  intend,  and  it  was-giving  his  confent  before  it  was 
aiked,  but  it  was  to  be  preferred  to  a  diffolution ;  for  a 
diffolution  of  the  court,  before  the  election  of  councellors, 
according  to  the  conftruction  the  houfe  have  fometimes 
put  upon  the  charter,  would  have  been  a  diffolution  of  the 
government,  for  one  year  at  lead,  becaufe  the  time  men- 
tioned for  the  firft  election  was  the  laft  Wednefday  in 
May.  The  councellors  named  in  the  charter  were  to 
continue  until  others  were  chofen  and  appointed  in  their 
(lead.  I  do  not  know  of  any  words  in  the  charter  which 
would  make  the  choice  upon  another  day  invalid,  al- 
though thac  be  the  day  more  particularly  defigned  for  that 

bufinefs. 

*  He  died  before  the  year  was  out  (Dec.  10  ,)  of  the  fmall-pox 
fcr  inoculation, 
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fcufmefs.     The  houfe  (hewed   their  refentment  againfl  17*1. 
the  lieutenant  governor  and  Mr.  Belcher,   who    were 
both  left  out  of  the  council.     The  reft  were  continued. 

The  next  ftep  was  the  appointing  a  committee  to 
carry  a  lift  of  the  new  elected  councilors  to  the  gover- 
nor ;  but  the  committee  was  pot  to  defire  his  approbation, 
though  this  form  had  never  been  omitted  in  any  one 
jn  (lance.  The  governor  fent  the  lift  back  and  took  no- 
tice of  the  omiflion.  The  houfe  thereupon  refolved, 
•'  that  confidering  thefmall-pox  was  in  Bofton  and  they 
were  very  defirous  the  court  fcould  be  removed  to  Cam- 
bridge they  would  fend  the  lift  in  the  ufuaj  terms, 
favjng  their  right  to  affert  their  privileges,  at  a  more  con- 
venient time."  What  privileges  they  had  in  their  minds 
it  is  difficult  now  to  difcover.  Surely  they  could  not 
imagine  the  election  would  have  been  valid  without  his 
content.  The  governor  negatived  Coh  Byfield,  the  reft 
he  contented  to.  f 

The  court  was  adjourned  to  Cambridge.  The  go- 
vernor, in  his  fpeech,  took  no  notice  of  paft  differences. 
All  was  fair  and  fmooth,  and  all  was  fair  in  the  houfe 
alfp,  the  iirft  fortnight,  but,  on  the  ioth  of  June,  the 
governor's  fpeech  at  the  diifolution  of  the  laft  afTem- 
ply  was  ordered  to  be  read  and  a  committee  was  appoint- 
ed "  to  vindicate  the  proceedings  of  the  houfe  from  the 
infinuations  made  by  the  governor  of  their  want  of  duty 
and  loyalty  to  his  majefty."  This  committee  made  a 
report,  not  in  the  form,  of  an  addrefs  or  meffage  to  the 
governor,  but  of  a  narrative  and  juftification  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  laft  aflembly  and  the  houfe  accepted 
it  and  ordered  it  to  be  printed. 

To  vindicate  the  paft  proceedings  about  the  pine 
trees,  a  full  coniideration  was  now  had  of  the  feveral 

acts 
f  An  odd  affair  happened  In  the  houfe,  this  fitting  of  the  court 
One  of  the  members  fat  down  in  prayer  time.  The  fpeaker., 
after  prayers,  afked  him  the  reafon  of  it.  He  faid  he  could 
not  join  with  them  in  calling  God  "  our  father."  The  hou.". 
immediately  refolved  "that  Philip  Tabor  be  expelled  this  bcM  [h 
US  oq:  vqi ;Ujy  to  continue  a  member  thereof.'' 
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1720.  acts  of  parliament  and  the  refervation  to  the  crown  in 
the  province  charter.  The  houfe  did  not  deny  a  right 
in  the  crown  to  the  trees,  whilfl  they  were  (landing  and 
fit  for  mads,  but  fuppofed  that,  aflbon  as  they  were  felled 
and  cut  into  lengths  fit  for  boards  or  timber  only,  the 
right  of  the  crown  ceafed  and  the  owners  of  the  foil 
recovered  or  acquired  a  new  property  in  them.  This, 
it  was  faid,  would  render  theprovifion  made  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  trees,  which  at  bed  is  inefficient,  to  be 
of  no  effect,  nothing  being  more  eafy  than  for  the  owners 
of  the  foil  to  procure  the  trees  to  be  felled  and  cut  into 
fhort  logs,  without  podibility  of  difcovery.  However, 
they  came  to  the  following  refolution,  viz.  "  That  inaf- 
much  as  a  great  number  of  pine  trees  have  been  cut  in 
the  province  of  Main  which,  when  (landing,  were  fit  for 
mads  for  the  royal  navy,  but  are  now  cut  into  logs  of 
about  20  feet  in  length,  and  *  although  the  cutting  them 
ftiould  be  allowed  to  be  an  infringement  of  his  majedy's 
rights  referved  in  the  charter,'  yet  in  the  condition  they 
are  now  in,  being  no  longer  capable  of  being  ufed  for 
mads,  it  is  lawful  for  and  behoves  this  government  to 
caufe  fuch  logs  to  befeized  and  converted  to  their  own 
ufe  and  to  bring  the  perfons  who  cut  down  the  trees  to 
puniihment."  In  confequence,  and  for  the  purpofes,  of 
this  refolve  a  committee  was   appointed. 

The  refervation  in  the  charter  is  in  thefe  words, 
n  for  the  better  providing  and  furnifhing  of  mads  for 
our  royal  navy  we  do  hereby  refer ve  to  us,  our  heirs 
and  (ucceflbrs  all  trees  of  the  diameter  of  24  inches, and 
upwards  of  12  inches  from  the  ground,  growing  upon 
any  foil  or  tract  of  land  not  heretofore  granted  to  private 
perfons.  And  we  redrain  and  forbid  all  perfons  what- 
soever from  felling,  cutting  or  dedroying  any  fuch  trees 
without  the  royal  licence  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs 
fird  had  and  obtained,  upon  penalty  of  forfeiting  one 
hundred  pounds  fterling  unto  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs, 

"  every  fuch  tree," 

It 
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It  was  faid  further  upon  this  occafion  that  although  17*1- 
the  crown  referved  the  trees  and  retrained  all  perfons 
from  cutting  them,  which  the  neceflity  of  the  trees  for 
national  ufe  and  fervice  might  be  fufficient  to  juftify, 
yet  it  was  not  equitable  to  take  them  without  a  valuable 
confideraiion.  The  crown  had  made  an  abfolute  grant 
of  the  province  of  Main  to  Gorges,  from  whom  the 
MafTachufets  purchafed.  The  MafTachufets  charter  in- 
deed was  declared  forfeited.  Where  the  right  was,  after 
thar,  might  be  difputed,  but  this  was  a  hard  judgment, 
and  it  was  the  plain  intent  of  the  charter,  in  general, 
to  reftore  rights,  except  that  of  the  form  of  jurifdiclion 
or  admin i ft ration  of  government,  to  the  former  ftate. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  it  has  however  been  thought,  by 
fome  judicious  perfons,  that  confidering  the  extreme  dif- 
ficulty, at  prefent,  of  convicting  trefpafTers  of  cutting  the 
king's  trees  and,  by  fuch  conviction,  putting  a  flop  to  the 
fpoil  and  havock  continually  making,  it  would  be  good 
policy  to  allow  the  owners  or  proprietors  of  thefe  lands  a 
fum  for  every  tree,  felled  for  a  mart,  equal  to  what  it 
would  be  worth  when  cut  into  logs  for  boards  or  timber. 
This  would  be  fcarce  a  tenth  part  of  the  value  of  the 
tree  for  a  mail,  and  yet  would  take  away  the  temptation 
to  cut  it  for  logs,  and  would  encourage  the  preserving 
and  cultivating  the  young  trees,  which  are  at  prefent  of 
lefTer  dimeniions.  Trees  that  are  incapable  of  ever 
ferving  for  malts,  either  from  decay  or  other  defects, 
although  of  fufficient  diameter,  might  alfo  be  allowed  to 
be  cut  for  logs  and  it  would  be  no  prejudice  to  the  crown. 
At  prefent,  the  trefpafTers  make  no  diftindtion,  and  trees 
are  continually  cut  worth  twenty  pounds  fterling,  for  2 
mad,  which,  when  cut  into  logs,  are  fcarce  worth  twen- 
ty (hillings.  Very  few  trees  are  cut  for  malls  by  tref- 
pafTers. The  notoriety  of  hailing,  felling  and  (hipping 
malts  will  render  it  very  difficult,  when  the  burden  of 
proof  where  the  malts  were  cut  fhall  lie  upon  the  per- 
fon  who  claims  the  property,  to  efcape  difcovery  and 
conviction,  whereas,  among  the  multitude  of  logs  which 

are 
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1721.  are  continually  let  loofe  to  float  down  rivers  tofaw-miik, 
the  greateft  part  of  the  trefpafles  will  efcape  notice. 

There  are  great  numbers  of  white  pines,  growing 
in  parts  of  the  country  fo  remote  from  the  fea  or  any 
river  by  which  they  can  be  floated  to  the  fea,  that  the 
expence  of  bringing  them  thither  would  be  twenty  times 
the  value  of  a  mad  in  England.  It  feems  unneceffary 
to  deprive  the  inhabitants  of  fuch  places  from  making 
life  of  the  trees  for  timber  and  boards,  when  they  mull 
infallibly  decay  and  die  in  the  ground, .  if  they  are  to 
ferve  for  no  other  purpofe  but  mads. 

But  to  return. 

The  houfe  neglected  making  any  provifion  for  the 
fapport  of  the  governor,  or  the  other  officers  of  the 
government  who  depend  upon  the  court  for  their  fala- 
tics.  They  waited  to  fee  how  far  the  governor  would 
Confent  to  their  feveral  acts  and  votes.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  two  houfes  having  chofe  the  treafurer,  impoft 
officer,  and  other  civil  officers,  the  governor  laid  by  the 
lift,  and  neither  approved  nor  difapproved.  When  the 
houfe  fent  a  mefiage  to  the  council,  to  enquire  whether 
the  governor  had  paifed  upon  the  lift,  he  directed  the 
committee  to  tell  the  houfe  that  he  fhould  take  his  own 
time  for  it.  This  occaiioned  a  reply  from  the  houfe, 
and  divers  meffagesand  anfwers  paffed  upon  the  fubjecl. 
At  length  the  houfe,  by  a  vote,  determined  they  would 
not  go  into  the  confideration  of  grants  and  allowances 
before  his  excellency  had  paffed  upon  the  acts,  refolves 
and  elections  of  that  feffion.  This  was  in  plain  terms 
avowing  what  the  governor  at  firft  charged  them  with 
tacitly  intending.  To  have  recurred  to  this  mftance 
would  have  laid  the  houfe  under  difadvantage  in  the 
difpute,  fome  years  after,  about  a  fixed  falary.  To 
compel  the  governor  to  any  particular  meafure,  by 
making  his  fupport,  in  whole  or  in  part,  depend  upon  it, 
is  faid  to  be  inconfiftent  with  that  freedom  of  iudgmenr» 
io  each  branch  of  the  legiftamre,  which  is  the  glory  ^ 
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'the  Englifh  conftitution.     This  was  not  all.  The  houfe    ty^u 
withheld  the  fupport  of  all  the  other  falary  men,  becaufe 
the  governor  would  not  comply  with  the  meafures  of 
the  houfe. 

Resentment  was  fhewn  againft  fome  of  the  go- 
vernor's friends.  The  agent  in  England,  Mr.  Dummer, 
in  fome  of  his  letters,  had  informed  the  court  of  the 
fentiments  o^  the  miniury  upon  the  proceedings  of  the 
houfe  of  representatives,  and  of  the  general  approbation 
in  England  of  the  governor's  conduft.  A  faithful  agent 
Would  rather  tell  them  the  truth,  than  recommend  himr- 
felf  to  them  by  flattery  and  falfe  reprefentarions.  He  loft 
the  favor  of  the  houfe,  who,  upon  the  receipt  ofthefe 
letters,  voted,  rhat  it  was  not  for  theintereft  of  the  pro- 
vince Mr.  Dummer  fhould  be  continued  agent  any  lon- 
ger, and  therefore,  it  was  ordered  that  he  iliould  be  dif- 
miffed.*  1'his  vote  they  fent  to  the  council  for  concur- 
rence who  defired  the  houfe  to  inform  them  of  the 
grounds  and  reafons  of  this  difmiffion.  The  houfe  voted 
the  menage"  to  be  unprecedented,  aad  infilled,  that  the 

council 

*  Mr.  Dummer  was  publifhing  his  defence  of  the  charters  wh-ea 
this  vote  palled  for  his  difmiffion.  ««  1  think  it  now  paft  all  doubt 
that  a  bill  will  be  brought  into  the  houie  of  commons  at  their 
next  feiiion  to  -divfranchife  the  charter  governments  and  there- 
fore  1  have  printed  a  manufcript  which  has  lain  by  me  fome 
time  in  defence  of  our  charters.  I  have  dedicated  kto  my  lord 
Carteret  one  of  his  majefty's  principal  fecretaries  of  (late  and 
who  has  the  plantations  under  his  care,  for  which  I  had  his 
Lordihip's  permimon.  It  will  come  out  to  morrow  and  I  wiil 
put  up  a  few  of  them  under  cover  fo  you  for  the  ufe  of  any 
members  of  the  general  court  who  may  have  a  deiire  to  foe 
what  I  have  wrote  on  the  fnbjeii. 

*'  I  expect  no  thanks  from  the  affemblyfor  this  fervice  as  I  had  none 
for  the   counterfeit  bills  lent  them  over  laft  fprtng,  though  I 

thought  it  an  important  fervice. It  is  a  hard  fate  upon 

me  when,  I  am  doing  the  province  and  the  gentlemen  in  it  aft 
the  honor  and  jufh'ce  that  is  in  my  power,  that  fome  perfoas  ia 
the  lower  houfe  would  take  equal  pains  to  lefTen  and  expofe  m*, 
I  wiih  they  do  not  prejudice  themlelves  by  it  in  the  end.  It 
matters  very  little  what  becomes  of  me,"  Dummer" $  letter 
tlih  Sep.  12 zu 
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council  had  nothing  elfe  to  do  but  to  concur  or  non- 
concur, and  then  they  non-concurred  the  vote  ;  but  this 
was  much  the  fame,  with  a  difmilTion,  at  lead  for  a  time, 
for  an  agent  having  no  fixed  falary  depends  upon  temporary 
granrs  which  the  houfe  fefufed  to  make,  after  this  vote* 

Paul  Dudley  Efq;  another  of  the  governor's 
friends  had  the  misfortune  alfo  of  falling  under  the  dif- 
pleafure  of  the  houfe.  He  had  been  chofen,  by  a  fmall 
majority,  councellor  for  Sagadehoc.  By  the  charter,  it 
was  neceffary  for  him  to  have  been  an  inhabitant  or  pro- 
prietor of  that  part  of  the  province  for  which  he  was 
chofen.  He  dwelt  in  the  old  colony  of  MafTachufets.  It 
Was  fuggefted,  in  the  houfe,  that  he  had  no  lands  at  Saga- 
dehoc, and  they  appointed  a  committee  to  enquire  into 
this  fact.  Upon  their  applying  to  Mr.  Dudley  for  evi- 
dence of  his  title,  he  told  them  it  was  too  late,  they  fhould 
have  enquired  before  the  election.  Perhaps  he  was  in 
an  error.  He  went  on  and  told  the  committee,  he  had  a 
deed  which  he  would  not  expofe  to  the  houfe  but  he 
would  (hew  it  to  two  or  three  of  the  members.  Upon 
this  they  fent  another  committee  to  inform  him  it  was 
expected  he  Chould  produce  his  deed,  the  next  morning, 
to  be  laid  upon  the  fpeaker's  table.  He  replied  that  he 
would  not  produce  his  deed  before  the  houfe,  for  they- 
might  poilibly  vote  it  infufficient.  In  this  part  of  the 
province  there  are  fcarce  any  lands  which  have  not  more 
than  one  claimer,  and  it  is  not  improbable  fome  of  the 
members  of  the  houfe  claimed  the  lands  in  Mr.  Dudley's 
deed.  The  vote  of  the  houfe  would  not  have  determine 
ed  his  title,  but  might  have  undue  influence  upon  a  jury 
in  a  judicial  proceeding. 

Mr.  Dudley's  anfwer  was  unfatisfactory,  and  the  houfe 
voted  that  it  was  an  affront,  that  his  declining  to  produce 
chis  deeds  gave  fufficient  grounds  to  believe  that  he  was 
no  proprietor  and  it  was  therefore  refolved  that  his  elec- 
tion be  declared  null  and  void.  This  vote  being  fent  to 
the  council  was  by  them  unanimoufly  non-concurred. 

No 
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No  grants  had  been  made  and  no  officers  for  the  1721, 
enfuing  year  had  been  conftituted  ;  the  houfe,  notwith- 
{landing,  fent  a  melTage  to  the  governor  to  defire  the 
court  might  rife.  He  refufed  to  gratify  them.  Thurs- 
day the  13th  of  July  had  been  appointed  for  a  public 
£aft.  The  members  defired  to  be  at  home  with  their 
families  and,  on  Wednefday,  by  a  vote,  they  adjourned 
themfelves  to  Tuefday  in  the  next  week.  The  Houfe 
of  commons  adjourn  for  as  long  time,  without  any  imme- 
diate act  of  royal  authority,  but,  I  prefume,  never  contrary 
to  a  fignification  of  the  mind  of  the  king ;  and  the  adjourn- 
ments over  holidays  are  as  much  eftablilhed,  by  ancient 
ufage,as  the  ordinary  adjournments  from  day  to  dayj  and, 
being  conformed  to  by  both  houfes1  of  parliament,  no 
inconvenience  can  arife.  But  the  charter  was  urged,  by 
the  governor,  to  be  the  rule  in  this  affembly,  not  the 
analogy  between  a  Maffachufets  houfe  of  reprefentatives 
and  the  commons  of  Great-Britain.  The  governor,  by 
charter,  has  the  fole  power  of  adjourning,  proroguing 
and  diffolving  the  general  court.  Taken  ftriclrly^  it 
would  be  extremely  inconvenient,  for  the  act  of  the 
governor  would  be  neceffary  every  day.  Upon  a  rea- 
sonable con  ft  ruction,  therefore,  the  houfe  had  always 
adjourned  from  day  to  day,  but  never  for  fo  great  a 
number  of  days.  The  council,  who  were  obliged  td 
fpend  near  a  week  without  bufmefs,  unanimously  voted, 
upon  hearing  the  houfe  had  adjourned,  that  fuch  ad- 
journment, without  his  excellency's  knowledge  and  con- 
fent,  was  irregular  and  not  agreeable  to  the  charter. 

The  governor,  afterwards,  made  this  adjournment  one 
of  the  principal  articles  of  complaint  againft  the  houfe* 

Upon  Tuefday,  like  the  firft  day  of  a  feffion,  there 
was  fcarcely  a  houfe  for  bufmefs.  The  next  morning 
fome  votes  paifed,  which  were  offered  to  the  governor, 
and  which  he  would  not  fuffer  to  be  laid  before  him, 
until  he  had  fent  for  the  houfe  ancj  told  them  they  had 
made  a  breach  upon  his  majefty's  prerogative;  which  hv 

Vol.  JI.  S  was 
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1721.  was  under  oath  to  take  care  of,  and  he  infifted  upon 
an  acknowledgment  of  their  error  before  they  proceed- 
ed to  bufmefs. 

Th  e  houfe,  by  a  vote  or  refolve,  declared  they  had 
no  dcfign  to  make  any  breach  upon  the  prerogative, 
but  acknowledged,  they  had  made  a  miftake  in  not 
acquainting  his  excellency  and  the  board  with  the 
adjournment. 

The  governor  obferved  to  them,  that  they  had,  in- 
duitrioully,  avoided  acknowledging  that  the  fole  power  of 
adjourning,  as  well  as  proroguing  and  diflblving  the 
general  affembly,  is  vefled  in  his  majefty's  governor,  by 
the  royal  charter.  They  thereupon  agreed  to  the  fol- 
lowing meffage.  "  The  houfe  of  representatives  do 
truly  acknowledge,  that  by  the  royal  charter  your  ex- 
cellency and  the  governor  for  the  time  being  have  the 
fole  power  and  authority  to  adjourn,  prorogue  and  dif- 
folve  the  general  court,  and  the  houfe  further  acknow- 
ledge, that  your  excellency  ought  to  have  been  acquainted 
with  the  defign  and  intention  of  the  houfe  in  their  ad- 
journment from  Wednefday  the  12th  to  Tuefday  the 
1 8th  inftanr,  before  they  did  adjourn,  and  that  it  was 
ib  defigned  and  cafually  omitted." 

The  houfe  carefully  diftinguiihed  between  the  power 
of  adjourning  the  general  court  and  adjourning  the  houfe 
ofreprefentatives,  one  branch  only,  and  feem  to  fuppofe, 
that  their  only  miftake  was  their  not  acquainting  the 
governor  and  the  board  with  their  intention,  which  was, 
by  no  means,  fatisfaclory  to  the  governor,  and  he  imme- 
diately ordered  the  houfe  to  attend  him  in  the  council 
chamber.  The  fpeaker  ordered  all  the  members  of  the 
houfe  to  be  called  in  and,  expecting  a  di Ablution,  they 
refolved,  "  that  all  the  votes  of  the  houfe  in  the  prefent 
feffion,  more  efpecially  relating  to  any  mifunderftanding 
or  difference  that  hath  arifen  between  his  excellency  and 
the  houle,  flaall  be  prepared  to  be  fent  home  and  that 
the  fpeaker  tranfmit  them  to  William  Tailer,  Efq;  now 
tefidem  in  London,  or.  in  his  abfence,  to  fuch  meet 

perfons 
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perfons  as  he  (hall  think  fit,  defiring  them  to  lay  the  1722* 
fame  before  his  majefty  in  council,  or  any  where  elfe, 
if  need  require,  to  obviate  any  complaint  that  may  be 
made  by  his  excellency  the  governor  againit  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  hoilie  for  their  juft  and  necefTary  vindi- 
cation." 1  So  much  time  was  taken  up  in  this  vote,  or 
refolve,  that  the  governor  was  highly  offended  and  fent 
a  fecond  time,  requiring  them  to  attend  him  forthwith* 
It  has  always  been  the  practice  of  the  houfe,  before  and 
iince,  upon  a  meffage  from  the  governor,  to  flop  all  bu- 
finefs  and  go  up  without  delay.  The  fpeaker,  at  this 
time,  was  among  the  fofwardeft  in  the  oppoiition. 
There  was  no  need  of  four  or  five  members  to  hold 
him,  as  the  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  commons  was  once 
held,  in  the  chair,  until  a  number  of  ftrong  refolutions 
had  paffed  the  houfe* 

The  governor  directed  his  fpeech  to  the  houfe  only* 
4<  Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives.  I  ani 
very  much  concerned  to  find  in  the  printed  journal  of 
the  houfe,  fird,  an  order  to  appoint  a  committee  to  draw 
a  memorial  upon,  or  reprefentation  of,  my  fpeech,  made 
before  the  diffolution  of  the  alfembly  in  March  laft,and# 
afterwards,  the  memorial  itfelf,  iigned  by  Mr.  Cooke,  in 
the  name  of  the  committee. 

"This  treatment  is  very  furprizing,  from  a  houfe 
of  reprefentative.s  that  profefs  fo  much  loyalty  and  re- 
fpeft  to  his  majefty's  government.  It  appears  tome  to 
be  very  irregular,  that  the  prefent  houfe  of  reprefenta- 
tives, whereof  John  Clarke,  Efq;  is  fpeaker  and  which 
conliits  of  a  majority  of  new  members,  fhould  take  upon 
them  to  anfwer  my  fpeech  made  to  a  former  houfe  of 
reprefentatives,  whereof  Timothy  Lindall,  Efq;  was 
fpeaker.  Thefe  proceedings  are  not  only  improper,  but 
without  precedent  from  any  former  aflembly. 

"  I  mud  alfo  obferve  to  you,  that  you  have  not  (hewn 
that  refpecl:  which  is  due  to  me  as  governor  of  this 
province,  by  fuffering  this  order  or  memorial  to  go  into 
the  prefs,  before  it  was  communicated  to  me,  which,  if 
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1721.  you  had  done,  I  could  have  convinced  you,  that  it  would 
have  been  very  much  for  the  fervice  of  your  conftituents? 
that  neither  the  order  nor  the  memorial  mould  have 
appeared  in  print. 

"  It  is  my  opinion,  that  you  will  quickly  be  con- 
vinced how  much  you  have  been  wanting  in  your  duty 
and  intereft,  by  difowning  the  authority  of  the  right 
honorable  board,  which  his  majefty  has  constituted  to 
fuperintend  the  affairs  of  the  province  and  all  the  other 
plantations. 

"  For  thefe  reafons,  I  fhould  have  diffolved  the  gene- 
ral court  when  the  memorial  firft  appeared,  but  I  was 
in  hopes  the  houfe  might  have  been  brought  to  correct 
or  expunge  it.  Inflead  of  making  this  ufe  of  my  ten- 
dernefs,  you  have  gone  on  in  the  mod  undutiful  manner 
to  withdraw  from  his  majefty's  and  your  country's  fer- 
vice, by  adjourning  yourfelves  for  near  a  week,  without 
.  my  knowledge  or  confent,  contrary  to  the  royal  charter, 
which  abfolutely  vefts  in  the  governors  of  this  province 
the  power  of  adjourning,  proroguing  and  diffolving,  and 
that  at  a  time  when  1  thought  it  for  the  intereft  of  the 
colony  to  adjdurn  you  for  two  days  only,  having  an  affair 
of  the  greater!  confequence  to  communicate  to  the  houfe, 
which  was  to  perfuade  you  to  take  fome  effectual  mea- 
fures  to  prevent  the  plague  coming  among  us,  there 
being  nothing  fo  likely  to  bring  it  in  as  the  French  filk 
and  fluffs  which  are  conflantly  brought  into  this  province. 

"  These  your  unwarrantable  proceedings  oblige  me 
to  djffolve  this  affembly." 

This  fpeech,  and  the  diffolution  which  followed, 
further  alienated  the  minds  of  the  people  from  the 
governor.  Some  of  his  friends  wifhed  he  had  carried  his 
refentment  no  farther  than  putting  an  end  to  the  feflion 
and  giving  time  to  deliberate.  There  was  no  room  to 
expect  a  change  for  the  better,  upon  a  new  election. 

There  was  yet  no  open  war  with  the  Indians,  but 
they  continued  their  infults.  The  French  mitigated 
them  and  ftunifhed  them  with  ammunition  and  provinons. 
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Governor  Shute  publifhed  a  proclamation  requiring  the  17a?, 
inhabitants  to  remain  upon  their  eftates  and  keep  pof- 
feflion  of  the  country.  No  wonder  the  proclamation 
was  not  obeyed.  I  know  no  authority  he  had  to  re- 
quire them  to  remain.  If  the  prefervation  of  their  own 
property  was  not  fufEcient  to  keep  them  there,  it  could 
not  be  expected  they  would  remain  meerly  as  a  barrier 
for  the  reft  of  the  province. 

In  the  month  of  Auguft,  two  hundred  Indians  with 
two  French  jefuits  came  to  George  town  upon  Arowflek 
iiland,  armed  and  under  French  colours,  and,  after  fome 
parley  with  the  inhabitants,  left  a  letter  to  be  delivered 
to  the  governor,  in  which  they  make  a  heavy  charge 
againfl:  the  Englifh  for  unjuftly  invading  the  property 
of  the  Indians  and  taking  from  them  the  country  which 
God  had  given  them, 

Ralle,  their  fpiritual  father,  was  their  patron  alfo. 
in  their  temporal  concerns.  Either  from  a  confeioufnefs 
of  their  having  conveyed  the  country  to  the  Englifh,  or 
from  a  defire  of  peace  and  quiet  they  were  averfe  to. 
engaging  in  war.  When  they  were  at  their  villages, 
the  priefls  were  continually  exciting  them  to  act  vigo- 
roufly  and  drive  all  the  Englifh  to  the  weftward  of  Ken- 
nebec, and  fuch  was  their  influence  over  them  that  they 
would  often  fct  out  from  home,  with  great  refolution  to 
perfift  in  their  demands,  and  in  their  parleys,  with  the 
commanders  of  forts,  as  well  as  at  more  public  treaties, 
would  appear,  at  firft,  to  be  very  flurdy,  but  were  foon. 
fofrened  down  to  a  better  temper  and  to  agree  that  the 
Englifh  fhould  hold  the  lands  without  moleflation. 
When  they  returned  home,  they  gave  their  father  an 
account  of  great  flrmnefs  they  had  (hewn  in  refuiing  to 
make  any  conceflions,  and  to  this  we  are  to  impute  the. 
erroneous  relation  of  thefe  treaties  by  Charlevoix  and 
others. 

But  about  this  time  Toxus,  the  Norridgewock  chief, 
died.  When  they  came  to  chufe  another  Toxus,  the 
old  men  who  were  averfe  to  war,  contrary  to  Rallc's 
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*v21,  mind  pitched  upon  Ouikouiroumenit,  who  had  always 
been  of  the  pacific  party.  They  took  another  very 
difagreeabie  flep  and  fubmitted  to  fend  four  hoftages 
to  Boflon,  fureties  for  their  good  behavior  and  for  the 
payment  of  the  damages  the  Englifli  had  fuflained. 
Vaudreuil,  the  governor  of  Canada,  was  alarmed  and 
thought  it  neceflary  to  exert  himfelf  upon  this  occafion. 
He  writes  to  father  Ralle,of  the  15th  of  June,  "  1  was 
at  Montreal,  my  reverend  father,  when  your  letters  of 
the  1 6th  and  1 8th  of  May  came  to  my  hands,  inform- 
ing me  of  the  bad  flep  taken  by  the  Norridgewocks,  k\ 
chufingOuikouiroumenitfucceifor  to  the  deceafedToxus, 
of  the  great  lofs  which  the  whole  Abenakis  nation  hath 
fuflained  by  his  dearh,  and  the  divifions  prevailing  a- 
mong  the  Norridgewocks,  many  of  whom,  and  efpecially 
their  chiefs,  have  betrayed  the  imereft  of  their  tribe  in 
openly  favoring  the  pretenfions  of  the  Englifh  to  the 
country  of  Norridgewock.  The  faint  hearts  of  ycur 
Indians  in  giving  hoflages  to  the  Englifh,  to  fecure  payr 
ment  of  the  damage  they  have  fuflained,  and  the  auda- 
cious language  which  they  have  ufed  to  the  Indians,  in 
order  to  keep  pcffefTion  of  their  country  and  to  drive 
you  out  of  it,  fully  convinced  me  that  every  advantage 
would  be  taken,  of  the  prefent  (late  of  affairs,  to  fubject 
them  to  the  Englifli,  if  the  utmofl  care  fhould  not  be 
immediately  taken  to  prevent  fo  great  a  misfortune. 
"Without  a  moment's  delay,  I  fet  out,  in  order  to  apply 
myfelf  to  the  bufinefs  at  Montreal  and  from  thence  to 
St.  Francois  and  Becancour,  where  I  prevailed  with  the 
Indians  of  thofe  villages  vigorouily  to  fupport  thc'r 
brethren  of  Norridgewock  and  to  fend  two  deputies  for 
that  purpofe,  to  be  prefent  at  the  treaty  and  tp  let  the 
Englifn  know,  that  they  will  not  have  to  do  with  the 
Norridgewocks  ajone  if  they  continue  their  injuries  to 
them.  The  intendant  and  I  have  joined  in  a  letter,  to 
defire  father  le  Chafe  to  take  a  journey  to  Norridge- 
wock, in  order  to  keep  thofe  Indians  in  their  prefent 
#fpofition.  and  to  encourage  them  to  behave  with  firm- 
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nefsand  refolution.     He  will  alfo  go  to  Penobfcor,  to  1721, 
engage  them  to  fend  fome  of  their  chiefs  alfo,  to  be  pre- 
fent  on  this  occafion  and  to  ftrengthen  their  brethren." 

Beg 01  r,  the  intendant,  writes  at  the  fame  time  to 
Ralle,  u  I  wrote,  my  reverend  father,  to  Monf.  de 
Vaudreuilie,  who  is  at  Montreal,  the  fentiments  of  father 
de  la  Chafe  and  my  own,  viz.  what  we  think  convenient 
to  be  done,  until  we  hear  from  the  council  of  the  marine 
whether  the  French  fhall  join  the  Indians  to  fupport  them 
openly  againft  the  Englifb,  or  (hall  content  themfelves 
with  iupplying  ammunition,  as  the  council  has  advifed 
that  M.  Vaudreuil  might  do,  in  cafe  the  Englifh  fhould 
cnterprize  any  thing  againft  them.  He  thought  it  more 
proper  to  fend  the  rev1,  father  la  Chafe,  than  Monf.  de 
Croifil,  lieutenant,  &c.  becaufe  the  Englifli  can  have  no 
room  to  except  to  one  miilionary's  viiiting  another,  the 
treaty  of  peace  not  forbidding  it,  whereas,  if  a  French 
officer  was  fent,  they  might  complain  that  we  fent  French 
men  into  a  country,  which  they  pretend  belongs  to 
them,  to  excite  the  Indians  to  make  war  upon  them. 

"  It  is  to  be  wifhed  that  you  and  your  Indians  may  be 
fullered  to.  live  in  quiet  until  we  know  the  king's  inten- 
tions whether  we  fhall  openly  join  the  Indians  if  they 
are  attacked  wrongfully  ;  in  the  mean  time  we  mall  afnifc 
them  with  ammunition  which  they  may  be  affured  they 
fhall  not  want. 

"  P.  S.  Since  I  wrote  the  foregoing  thelndiansof  Sr. 
Francois  and  Becancour  have  defired  M.  Vaudreuil  that 
M.  de  Croifil  may  go  w7ith  them  to  be  a  witnefs  of  their 
good  difpofition,  and  he  has  confented  to  join  him  with 
father  de  la  Chafe." 

The  Maffachufets  people  made  heavy  complaints  of 
the  French  governor,  for  fupport ing  and  ftirring  up  ene- 
mies againft  them  in  time  of  peace  between  the  two  crowns, 
but  he  juftified  himfelf  to  his  own  mafter.  Ralle  was. 
ranked  by  theEnglifh among  the  mofl  infamous  villains,and 
his  fcalp  would  have  been  worth  an  hundred  fcalps  o(  the 
Indians.  His  intrepid  courage  and  fervent  zeal  to  promote 

§  4  the. 


2(?4 


The     HISTORY     of 


the  religion  he  profefTed  and  to  fecure  his  neophytes  or 
converts  to  the  interefl  of  his  fovereign  were  the  principal 
caufes  of  thefe  prejudices.  The  French,  for  the  fame 
reafons,  rank  him  with  faints  and  heroes.  He  had  been, 
near  forty  years,  a  miflionary  among  the  Indians,  and 
their  manner  of  life  had,  become  quite  eafy  and  agreea- 
ble to  him.  They  loved  and  idolized  him,  and  were 
always  ready  to  hazard  their  own  lives  to  preferve  his. 
His  letters,  upon  various  fubjecls,  difcover  him  to  have 
been  a  man  of  fuperior  natural  powers,  which  had  been 
improved  by  an  education  in  a  college  of  jefuits.  The 
learned  languages,  he  was  matter  of.  His  latin  is  pure, 
claffical  and  elegant.  He  had  taught  many  of  his  con- 
verts, male  and  female,  to  write,  and  correfponded  with 
them  in  their  own  language,  and  made  fome  attempts 
in  Indian  poetry.  When  he  was  young  he  learned  to 
fpeak  dutch  and  fo  came  more  eafily  to  a  fmattering  of 
englifh,  enough  to  be  underftood  by  traders  and  trades- 
men who  had  been  employed  in  building  a  church  and 
other  work  at  Norridgewoek.  He  correfponded,  in  latin, 
with  one  or  more  of  the  rainifters  of  Boflon  and  had  a 
great  fondnefs  for  fhewing  his  talent  at  controverfy. 
Pride  was  his  foible  and  he  took  great  delight  in  raillery. 
The  Engl i ill  idiom  and  the  flat  and  bald  latin,  in  fome 
of  his  correfpondents  letters,  afforded  him  fubjecl".  Some 
of  his  contemporaries,  as  well  as  Cotton,  Norton,  Mit- 
chel,  and  others  of  the  firffc  minifters  of  the  country, 
would  have  been  a  match  for  hira.  He  contemned  and 
often  provoked  the  Englifh,  and  when  threatened  with 
deflruction  by  them,  if  they  fhould  ever  take  Norridge- 
woek, he  replied  — if — .  We  ftiall  fee,  by>  and  by, 
that  he  met  with  the  fame  fate  with  others  long  before 
him,,  who  by  the  like  Jaconick  and  intuiting  anfwers 
had  unneceiTarily    provoked  their  enemies. 

THL::Englifn  charge  the  Indians  with  perfidy  and 
breach  of  ths  mod  folemn  engagements.  The  jefuit 
denies   it  and;  juftifies  their  conduct-,   from  their  being 

cier  durefTe,  a:  fucb  times,  and  compelled  to  agree  to 
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whatever  terms  are  propofed  to  them  ;  particularly,  *7*1 
when  they  met  governor  Shute,  at  Arowfick,  in  1717, 
he  fays,  the  body  of  the  Norridgewocks  had  fully  de- 
termined, that  the  Englifli  (hould  fettle  no  farther  upon 
Kennebeck  river  than  a  certain  mill ;  for  all  the  pretence 
they  had  to  go  beyond  that,  was  a  bargain  of  this  fort, 
made  by  fome  Englifhman  with  any  Indian  he  happened 
to  meet  with,  "  I  will  give  you  a  bottle  of  rum  if  you 
will  give  me  leave  to  fettle  here,  or  if  you  will  give  me 
fuch  a  place  ;  give  me  the  bottle,  fays  the  Indian,  and 
take  as  much  land  as  you  have  a  mind  to :  The  Englifh- 
man afks  his  name,  which  he  writes  down  and  the  bar- 
gain is  finifhed.  Such  fort  of  bargains  being  urged 
againft  the  Indians,  at  the  treaty,  they  rofe  in  a  body  and 
went  away  in  great  wrath,  and,  although  they  met  again 
the  next  day  and  fubmitted  to  the  governor's  terms,  yet 
when  they  came  home  all  they  had  done  was  difallowed 
by  the  body  of  the  nation  and  rejected."  Whilft  the 
Englifli  kept  within  the  mill  the  jefuit  forbad  the  Indi- 
ans molefting  them,  but  if  any  fettled  beyond  thofc 
bounds  he  allowed  and  encouraged  the  Indians  to  kill 
their  cattle  and  to  make  other  fpoil. 

The  confideration  made  by  the  purchafers  of  Indian 
lands  was  not  always  fo  inconsiderable  as  the  jefuit  men- 
tions, and  the  purchafes  were  from  chiefs  or  reputed 
chiefs  or  fachems,  and  poiTeflion  had  been  taken  and  im- 
provements made  fcores  of  miles  beyond  the  limits  he 
would  reftrain  the  Englifli  to,  more  than  fixty  years 
before. 

The  French  governor,  Vaudreuil,  in  his  manufcript 
letters,  and  the  French  hiftorian,  Charlevoix,  in  print, 
fuppofe  the  Englifli  fettlers  to  be  meer  intruders,  and 
charge  the  Englifh  nation  with  great  injuflice  in  difpof- 
fefling  the  Abanakis  of  their  country.  The  European 
nations,  which  have  their  colonies  in  America,  may  not 
reproach  one  another  upon  this  head.  They  all  took 
poffefTion,  contrary  to  the  minds  of  the  natives,  who 
would  gladly  have  t>een  rid  of  their  new  guefls.     The 
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1721.  bed  plea,  viz.  that  a  fmall  number  of  families  laid  claim  ta 
a  greater  part  of  the  globe  than  they  were  capable  of 
improving,  and  to  a  greater  proportion  than  the  general 
proprietor  defigned  for  fo  few  people, who  therefore  had 
acquired  no  fuch  right  to  it  as  to  exclude  the  reft  of 
mankind,  will  hold  as  well  for  the  Englifh  as  any  other 
nation.  The  firft  fettlers  of  the  MafTachufets  and  Pli* 
mouth  were  not  content  with  this,  but  made  confcience 
of  paying  the  natives  to  their  (a tisfccti on  for  all  parts 
of  the  territory  which  were  not  depopulated  or  deferted 
and  left  without  a  claimer.  Gorges  the  original  patentee 
of  the  province  of  Main  made  grants  or  conveyance  of 
great  part  of  the  fea  coaft  and  rivers  of  that  province 
without  purchafe  from  the  natives,  other  parts  had  been 
purchafed  from  them  by  particular  perfons  and  the  re- 
maining part,  as  well  as  the  country  call  of  it,  the  govern- 
ment claimed  by  eonquelt,  but  it  mufl  be  confeffed  that 
in  the  feveral  treaties  of  peace  this  right  had  not  been 
acknowledged  by  the  Indians  nor,  infilled  upon  by  the 
Englifli,  this  controverfy  being  about  thofe  parts  of  the 
country  which  the  Englifn  claimed  by  purchafe  and  no 
mention  made  of  a  right  to  the  whole  by  conqueft. 

The  governor,  immediately  after  the  diffolution  of 
the  general  court,  iffued  writs  for  a  new  houfe  of  repre- 
fentatives  and  the  court  met,  the  23d  of  Auguft,  at  the 
George  tavern,  the  extreme  part  of  Bolton,  beyond  the 
ifthmus  or  neck,  the  fmall  pox  then  prevailing  in  the 
town.  The  houfe  chofe  Mr.  Clarke,  their  former 
fpeaker,  and  informed  the  governor  of  it  by  meffage,  and 
he  fent  his  approbation,  in  writing,  to  the  houfe.  They 
puffed  a  refolve,  that  they  intended  no  more  by  their 
meffage  than  to  inform  the  governor  and  council  of  the 
choice  they  had  made  and  that  they  had  no  need  of  the 
governor's  approbation. 

The  flrft  act  of  the  houfe  gave  new  occafion  for  con- 
troverfy. They  were  fo  near  the  town  as  to  be  in  dan- 
ger and,  inftead  of  defiring  the  governor  to  adjourn  or 
prorogue  the  court  to  feme  other  place,,  they  pajfed  a 
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vote  for  removing  the  court  to  Cambridge  and  fent  it  1721. 
to  the  council  for  concurrence.  The  council  noncon- 
cur red  the  vote.  The  governor  let  the  houfe  know, 
that  he  (hould  be  very  ready  to  gratify  them  if  he  was 
applied  to  in  fuch  manner  as  fhould  confift  with  the  fole 
right  in  him  of  adjourning,  proroguing  and  diflblving 
the  court.  They  replied,  that  they  were  very  willing 
to  acknowledge  his  right,  fo  far  as  refpe&ed  time,  but 
as  to  place,  by  the  law  of  the  province  the  court  was  to 
be  held  in  Bofton,  and  therefore  an  act  or  order  of  the 
three  branches  was  neceflary  to  remove  it  to  any  other 
place.  They  let  the  governor  know  further,  that  al- 
though they  had  convened  in  confequence  of  his  fum- 
mons  yer,  as  many  of  the  members  apprehended  their 
lives  in  danger,  they  would  leave  the  court  and  go  home. 
There  was  a  quorum,  however,  who  chofe  to  riique  their 
Jives  rather  than  concede  that  the  governor  had  power, 
by  his  own  adl,  to  remove  the  court  from  Bofton  to  any 
other  town  in  the  province,  or  rifque  the  confequence 
of  refufing  to  remain  a  fuificient  number  to  make  a  houfe. 
The  governor  had  received  from  England  the  opinion 
of  the  attorney  general,  that  he  had  good  right  to  nega- 
tive the  fpeaker,  and  the  lords  commiilioners  of  trade 
and  plantations  had  wrote  to  him  and  fignified  their  ap- 
probation of  his  proceedings.  Thefe  papers  he  caufed 
to  be  laid  before  the  houfe.  The  houfe  drew  up  a 
remonftrance  in  which  they  juftify  their  own  conduft 
and  that  of  former  ailemblies,  in  their  controverfies  with 
the  governor,  and  with  a  great  deal  of  decency  declare, 
that,  with  all  deference  to  the  opinion  of  the  attorney 
general,  they  mud  (till  claim  the  right  of  folely  electing 
and  conllituting  their  fpeaker,  and  they  humbly  pre- 
fumed  that  their  fo  doing  could  not  be  conftrued  a  flight 
of  or  difrefpecl:  to  his  majefty'sinftruclions,  or  bearing 
upon  the  royal  prerogative.  The  governor  gave  them 
a  fhort  and  very  moderate  anfwer ;  that  he  had  made 
his  majedy's  inftru<ftion>  and  the  royal  charter  the  rule 
91  his  adminiftration.  tint  he  did  not  deiire  to  be  his 
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own  judge,  the  former  houfe  had  voted  to  fend  an  ac- 
count of  their  proceedings  to  England  and  it  would  be 
very  acceptable  to  him,  if  the  prefent  houfe  would  flate 
the  cafe  and  fend  it  home  to  perfons  learned  in  the  law, 
and  give  them  directions  to  appear  for  the  houfe,  that 
his  majefty  might  judge  between  his  governor  and  them, 
but  m  the  mean  time  it  was  his  duty  to  follow  his  in- 
flrucncns  until  they  were  countermanded. 

Here  feems  to  have  been  a  calm  interval.  The 
flame  was  abated  but  the  fire  not  extinguifhed.  Frefh 
fewel  foon  caufed  a  frefh  flame.  The  grant  to  the 
governor  afforded  proper  matter.  It  was  faid  the 
houfe  were  bad  ceconomiffo.  To  fave  an  hundred 
pounds  in  the  governor's  falary  they  put  their  confti- 
tuents  to  the  expence  of  five  hundred  pounds  for  their 
own  wages.  If  the  governor's  demand  was  unreafona- 
ble,  the  houfe  may  be  juftified  although  the  wages  of 
the  members  for  the  time  fpent  in  the  debate  amounted 
to  much  more  than  the  fum  in  difpute.  The  cur* 
rency  alfo  continued  to  depreciate,  but  this  is  a  con- 
federation which  never  had  its  jufh  weight.  Twenty 
(hillings  one  year,  mufl  be  as  good  as  twenty  millings 
another.  They  received  and  paid  their  private  dues 
and  debts  in  bills  of  credit  according  to  their  denomina- 
tions, why  fhould  not  the  government's  debts  be  paid, 
in  the  fame  manner  ?  A  majority  of  the  houfe  were 
prevailed  upon  to  vote,  no  more  than  five  hundred 
pounds,  for  half  a  year's  falary,  equal  to  about  an  hun- 
dred and  eighty  pounds  fterling. 

The  governor  was  irritated,  inftead  of  obtaining  an 
eftablifhed  falary  of  a  thoufand  pounds  fterling  per  an- 
num, which  he  had  been  inftru&ed  to  infift  upon,  his 
whole  perquifites  from  the  government  would  not  afford 
him  a  decent  fupport,  and  they  were  growing  lefs  every 
day  by  the  finking  of  the  currency  in  its  value. 

The  houfe,  from  an  expectation  that  the  governor 
would,  from  time  to  time,  make  complaints  tothemini- 
ftry,  voted  £.500  fieri.  1*0  be  paid,  into  the  hands  o£ 
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inch  perfons  as  mould  be  chofen  to  defend  their  rights  1721, 
in  England,  but  the  council  refufed  to  concur  the  vote, 
becaufe  it   was   not  expreffed  by  whom  the  perfons 
fhould  be  chofe. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  fefTion,  the  houfe  and  council 
came  into  a  vote,  and  the  governor  was  prevailed  with 
to  confent  to  it,  "  that  300  men  fhould  be  fent  to  the 
head  quarters  of  the  Indians,  and  that  proclamation 
Ihould  be  made  commanding  them,  on  pain  of  being 
profecured  with  the  utmofl  feverity,  to  deliver  up  the 
jemits  and  the  other  heads  and  fomenters  of  their  re* 
bcllion  and  to  make  fatisfa&ion  for  the  damage  they 
had  done,  and,  if  they  refufed  to  comply,  that  as  many 
of  their' principal  men  as  the-  commanding  officer  fhould 
judge  meet  {hould  be  feized,  together  with  Ralle,  or  any 
Qther  jefaiu,  and  fent  to  Bofton,  and,  if  any  oppofition 
fhould  be  made,  force  mould  be  repelled  by  forec" 
Judge  Sewall,*  one  of  the  council,  fcrupled  the  lawful- 
nefs  of  this  proceeding  againd  the  Indians  and  entered 
his  diiTent.  After  the  general  court  was  prorogued, 
the  governor,  notwithstanding  he  had  confented  to  the 
vote,  fufpended  the  profecution  until  the  Indian  hofta- 
ges  efcaped  from  the  caftle,  but  a  war  being  thea 
deemed  inevitable,  orders  were  given  for  raifmg  the  men. 
The  hoflages  were  taken  and  fent  back  to  their  con- 
finement and  then  the  orders  were  recalled. 

A  promife  had  been  made,  by  the  governor,  to  the 
Indians,  that  trading  houfes  fhould  be  built,  armourers 
or  fmiths  fent  down,  at  the  charge  of  the  province,  and 
that  they  fhould  be  fupplied  with  provifions,  cloathing, 
&c.  for  their  furs  and  ikins.f     The  compliance  with 

this 
*  This  gentleman  was  a  good  friend  to  the  aboriginals  of  every 
tribe,  not  from  meer  humanity  and  companion,  but  he  was 
much  inclined  to  think  they  were  part  of  the  ancient  people 
of  God,  and  that  the  ten  tribes,  by  fome  means  or  other,  had 
ftrolled  into  America.  He  was  a  commiffioner  from  the  cor- 
poration for  propagating  the  gofpel  among  them,  and  with 
his  own  iubftance  built  them  a  fyaagbgue  and  did  many  other 
charitable  a&s. 
f  Treaty  at  ArovvHek, 
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*721'  this  promife  was  expected  from  the  general  court,  and, 
at  any  other  time,  it  would  have  been  thought  a  well 
judged  meafure,  but  the  unhappy  controverfy  with  the 
governor  would  not  fuffer  any  thing,  from  him,  to  be 
approved  of,  and  the  private  traders  provoked  the  Indians 
by  their  frauds  and  other  injuries  and,  it  feems,  the  go- 
vernor, as  well  as  good  Mr.  Sewall,  fcrupled  whether  a 
declaration  of  war  againit  them  was  juft  or  prudent. 
This  houfe  and  council  chofe  to  call  the  proceedings 
againft  them  a  profecution  for  rebellion  but,  if  a  view 
be  taken  of  all  the  tranfaftions  between  the  Englifh  and 
them  from  the  beginning,  it  will  be  difficult  to  fay  what 
fort  of  fubjects  they  were,  and  it  is  not  certain  that  they 
underflood  that  they  had  promifed  any  fubjectioh  at  alL 

The  houfe,  d'nTatisfied  writh  the  governor  for  not 
carrying  into  execution  a  vote  of  the  whole  court,  refolved 
at  the  beginning  of  the  next  feflion,  "  that  the  govern- 
ment has  dill  fufficient  reafon  for  profecuting  the  eaftern 
Indians  for  their  many  breaches  of  covenant."  The 
vote  being  fent  up  for  concurrence,  the  council  defired 
she  houfe  to  explain  what  they  intended  by  profecution, 
but  they  refufed  to  do  it  and  defired  the  council  either 
to  concur  or  non-concur.  The  houfe  refufing  to  ex- 
plain their  meaning,  the  board  undertook  to  explain  it 
and  concurred  the  vote  with  a  declaration  that  they 
underftood  it  to  be  fuch  a  profecution  as  had  been  de- 
termined the  former  feffion.  This  no  doubt  was  irre- 
gular in  the  council  and  left  room  to  queftion  whether 
it  was  a  vote  of  the  court,  the  houfe  not  having  agreed 
to  it  as  the  council  qualified  it.  However,  in  confequence 
of  it,  a  party  of  men  were  ordered  up  to  Norridgewock, 
and  returned  with  no  other  fuccefs  than  bringing  off 
fome  of  Ralle's  books  and  papers,  his  faithful  difciples 
having  taken  care  to  fecure  his  perfon  and  to  fly  with 
him  into  the  woods.  This  inlult  upon  their  chief  town: 
and  the  fpoil  made  upon  their  prieft  will  not  long  re- 


main unrevenged. 
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The  feffion  begaft  at  Bofton  the  3d  of  November.  1721. 
The  governor  prorogued  the  court  to  meet  at  Cambridge, 
the  7th ;  and  before  they  proceeded  to  bufinefs,  to  avoid 
an)  difpute  about  the  place  of  meeting,  which  would 
have  obftru&ed  the  important  affairs,  of  the  province,  he 
gave  his  confent  to  a  vote  of  the  two  houfes,  that  by 
this  inftance  of  the  governor's  adjourning  the  court  no 
advantage  fhould  be  taken  in  favor  of  his  fole  power  of 
removing  the  court  from  place  to  place.  In  his  fpeech, 
he  had  taken  no  notice  of  party  difputes  and  only  recom- 
mended to  them  to  raife  money  for  the  fervice  of  the 
government  and  particularly  of  their  expofed  frontiers* 

The  houfe,  in  their  vote  for  fupply  of  the  treafury, 
brought  in  a  claufe  which  had  not  been  in  former  votes 
and  which  the  council  fuppofed  would  lay  fuch  refTraint 
upon  the  money  in  the  treafury,  that  it  would  not  be  in 
the  governor's  power,  with  their  advice  and  confent  {o 
much  as  to  pay  an  expuefs  without  a  vote  of  the  whole 
court  ;  they  therefore  non-concurred  the  vote,  and  the 
houfe  refufed  any  proviiion  without  that  claufe.  In  the 
mid  ft  of  the  difpute,  Mr.  Hutchinfon,  one  of  the  members 
for  Bofton,  was  feized  with  the  fmall  pox  and  died  in  a 
few  days.*  The  fpeaker,  Mr.  Clarke,  was  one  of  the 
moft  noted  phyficians  in  Bofton  and,  notwithftanding  all 
his  care  to  cleanfe  himfelf  from  infeftion  after  vifiting 
his  patients,  it  was  fuppofed,  brought  the  diftemper  to 
his  brother  member,  which  fo  terrified  the  court,  that 
after  the  report  of  his  being  feized,  it  was  not  pofiible 
to  keep  them  together  and  the  governor  found  it  necef- 
fary  to  prorogue  them.f  At  the  next  feffion  in  March, 
the  houfe  infilling  upon  the  form  of  fupply  which  they 
had  voted  in  the  laft  feffion,  the  council  concurred. 

An  affair  happened,  during  this  feffion,  which  fhewed 
the  uncertainty  of  the  relation  the  Indians  flood  in  to  the 
Englifh.  Cafline,  fon  by  an  Indian  woman  to  the 
Baron  de  St.  Cafline,  who  lived  many  years,  in  the  laft 
century,  at  Penobfcot,  had  appeared  among  the  Indians, 

who 
*  Nov,  jo.  t  Nov-  *7« 
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who  were  in  arms  at  Arowfick.  By  an  order  of  court, 
he  had  been  afterwards  feized  in  the  eaftern  country 
and  brought  to  Bofton  and  put  under  clofe  confinement* 

The  houfe  ordered,  that  he  fhould  be  brought  upon 
trial  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  before  the  fuperior  court, 
and  that  the  witnefTes  who  faw  him  in  arms  fhould  be 
fummoned  to  attend.  This,  no  doubt,  would  have  been 
trying  in  one  county  a  facl  committed  in  another.  The 
council  non-concurred  and  voted  to  fend  for  witnefTes, 
that  the  court  might  judge  in  what  manner  to  proceed 
againft  him,  but  this  was  not  agreed  to  by  the  houfe. 
Some  time  after,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  examine 
him.  Caftine  was  a  very  fubtle  fellow  and  made  all  fair 
with  the  committee.  He  profefTed  the  highefl:  friend* 
fliip  for  the  Englifh  and  affirmed  that  he  came  to  Penob- 
cot  to  prevent  the  Indians  from  doing  mifchief,  and 
promifed  to  endeavour  to  influence  all  that  tribe  to 
keep  peace*  The  committee,  therefore,  reported  and 
the  two  houfes  accepted  the  report,  that  he  fhould  be 
fet  at  large.  The  governor  approved  of  this  proceeding. 
He  had  yet  hopes  of  preferving  peace.  To  have  pu- 
nifhed  him  as  a  traitor,  would  have  deflroyed  all  hopes 
of  an  accommodation.  It  might  alfo  very  well  be  ques- 
tioned whether  it  would  have  been  juftifiable.  The  tribe 
or  nation,  with  which  he  was  mixed,  has  repeatedly,  in 
words  of  which  they  had  no  adequate  ideas,  acknow- 
ledged themfelves  fubje&s  j  but,  in  facl,  in  concomi- 
tant as  well  as  precedent  and  fubfequent  tranfa&ions 
with  them,  had  always  been  confidered  as  free  and  inde- 
pendent, and,  although  they  lived  within  the  limits  of 
the  charter,  the  government  never  made  any  attempt  to 
exercife  any  civil  authority  or  jurifdiclion  over  them, 
except  when  any  of  them  came  within  the  Englifh  fettle- 
ments  and  difputes  had  arifen  between  them  and  the 
Englifh  fubjecls. 

The  houfe  who,  the  laft  feflion,  were  for  profecuN 
ing  the  Indians  and  could  not  reafonably  have  fuppofed 
that  they  would  bury,  as  they  exprefs  themfelves,  the 

late 
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late  march  of  the  Englifh  to  Norridgewock,  fecm,  not-  1J2U 
withftanding,  to  be  fuddenly  changed  frorri  vigorous 
meafures  for  bringing  them  to  terms,  to  fchemes  for 
appealing  and  foftenirig  them ;  and  a  prefent  was  order- 
ed to  be  fent  to  Bomaifeen,  the  Norridgewock  captain, 
to  engage  him  in  favor  of  the  Englifh. 

The  imall  pox,  this  year,  made  great  havock  in 
Bofton  and  fome  of  the  adjacent  towns.*  Having  been 
prevented  fpreading  for  near  20  years,  all  born  within 
that  time,  befides  many  who  had  efcaped  it  before,  were 
liable  to  the  diflemper.  Of  5889  which  took  it  in 
Bofton  844  died.  Inoculation  was  introduced  upon 
this  occalion,  contrary  to  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  III 
general*  and  not  without  hazard,  to  the  lives  of  thofe 
who  promoted  it,  from  the  rage  of  the  people.  Doctor 
C.  Mather,  one  of  the  principal  rhinifters  of  Bofton,  had 
qbferved,  in  the  philolbphical  transactions,  a  letter  of 
Timonius  from  Coriftantinople,and  a  treatife  of  Pylari- 
nus,  Venetian  conful  at  Smyrna,  giving  a  very  favorable 
account  of  the  operation,  and  he  recommended  a  trial  to 
the  phyficiahs  of  the  town,  when  the  fmall  pox  firft 
began  to  fpread,  but  they  all  declined  it  except  Doctor 
Boy  1  (Ion,  who  made  himfelf  very  obnoxious.  To  £hew 
the  confidence  he  had  of  fuccefs,  he  began  with  hi3 
Own  children  and  fervantS.  Many  fober  pious  people 
were  ft  ruck  with  horror  and  were  of  opinion  that, 
if  any  of  his  patients  fliould  die,  he  ought  to  be 
treated  as  a  murderer.  The  vulgar  were  enraged  to 
that  degree,  that  his  family  was  hardly  fafe  in  his  houfe 
and  he  often  met  with  affronts  and  intuits  in  the  ftreets. 

The  faculty,  in  general,  difapproved  his  conduct,  but 
Doctor  Douglafs  made  the  mod  zealous  oppofition.  He 
had  been  regularly  bred  in  Scotland,  was  afTuming  even 
to  arrogance,  and  in  feveral  fugitive  pieces,  which  he  pub- 
lifhed,  treated  all  who  differed  from  him  with  contempt. 
He  was  credulous  and  eaiily  received  idle  reports,  of 

T  perfons, 

*  It  was  brought  into  the  harbour  of  Boftoa  about  the  middle 

-4A  April  by  its  Saicwtuga*  fleei. 
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i')2i.  perfons  who  had  received  the  fmall  pox  by  inoculation 
taking  it  a  fecond  time  in  the  natural  way,  of  others  who 
periihed  in  a  moft  deplorable  manner  from  the  corrupt 
matter  which  had  fo  infected  the  mafs  of  blood  as  to 
render  the  patient  incurable.  At  other  times,  he  pro- 
nounced the  eruption  from  inoculation,  to  be  only  a 
puftulary  fever,  like  the  chicken  or  fwine  pox,  nothing 
analogous  to  the  fmall  pox  and  that  the  patient,  therefore, 
had  not  the  leaft  fecurity  againfl  the  fmall  pox,  after- 
wards, by  ordinary  infe&ion. 

Another  praclifer,  Lawrence  Dalhonde,  who  had 
been  a  furgeon  in  the  French  army,  made  oath  that  at 
Cremona,  about  the  year  1696,  the  operation  was  made 
upon  1 3  foldiers,  4  of  which  died,  3  did  not  take  the 
diftemper,  the  other  6  hardly  efcaped  and  were  left 
with  tumors,  inflammations,  gangrenes,  &c.  and  that, 
about  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Almanza,  the  fmall  pox 
being  in  the  army,  two  Mufcovians  were  inoculated,  one 
without  any  immediate  effect,  but  fix  weeks  after  was 
feized  with  a  frenzy,  fwelled  all  over  his  body  and  was 
fuppofed  to  be  poifoned,  and,  being  opened  after  his 
death,  his  lungs  were  found  ulcerated,  which  it  was  de- 
termined was  caufed  by  inoculation. 

The  juftices  of  the  peace  and  fele&men  of  the  town 
called  together  the  phyficians  who,  after  mature  delibe- 
ration, came  to  the  following  conclufions.  "  That  it 
appears  by  numerous  inflances,  that  inoculation  has 
proved  the  death  of  many  perfons,  foon  after  the  opera^ 
tion,  and  brought  diftempers  upon  many  others  which, 
in  the  end,  have  proved  deadly  to  them.  That  the 
natural  tendency  of  infufing  fuch  malignant  filth  in  the1 
ttiafs  of  blood  is  to  corrupt  and  putrify  it,  and  if  there  be 
not  a  fufficient  difcharge  of  that  malignity,  by  the  place 
of  incifion  or  elfewhere,  it  lays  a  foundation  for  many 
dangerous  difeafes.  That  the  continuing  the  operation 
among  us  is  likely  to  prove  of  the  mofl  dangerous 
cgnfequence"    The  practice  was  generally  condemned. 

The 
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The  common  people  imbibed  the flrongefl prejudices,  1721, 
and  fuch  as  died  by  inoculation  were  no  more  lamented 
than  felf  murderers.  Doctor  Mather,  the  firfl  mover, 
after  having  been  reproached  and  vilified  in  pamphlets 
and  news  papers,  was  at  length  attacked  in  a  more  violent 
way.  His  nephew,  Mr.  Walter,  one  of  the  miniflers  of 
Roxbury,  having  been  privately  inoculated  in  the  doctor's 
houfe  in  Button,  a  villain,  about  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  fet  fire  to  the  fuze  of  a  granado  fhell,  filled 
with  combuflible  fluff*,  and  threw  it  into  the  chamber 
where  the  fick  man  was  lodged.  The  fuze  was  fortunate- 
ly beat  off  by  the  paffingof  the  fhell  through  the  window, 
and  the  wild  fire  fpent  itfelf  upon  the  floor.  It  was  gene- 
rally fuppofed*  that  the  burfling  of  the  fhell  by  that 
means  was  prevented.  A  fcurrilous  menacing  writing 
Was  fattened  to  the  fhell  or  fu2e* i 

The  moderate  oppofers  urged,  that  the  practice  was 
to  be  condemned  as  trufling  more  to  the  machination  of 
men,  than  to  the  all  wife  providence  of  God  in  the  or- 
dinary ccurfe  of  nature,  and  as  tending  to  propagate 
diflempers  to  the  deftruclion  of  mankind,  which  proved 
it  to  be  criminal  in  its  nature  and  a  fpecies  of  murder. 
The  magiflrates,  I  mean  thofe  in  Bofton,  fuppofed  it 
had  a  tendency  to  increafe  the  malignity  and  prolong 
the  continuance  of  the  infection,  and  that  therefore  it 
behoved  them  to  difcountenance  it. 

At  length,  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  laid  hold  of 
it,  and  a  bill  was  brought  in  and  palled  to  prohibit  all 
perfons  from  inoculation  for  the  fmall  pox,  but  the 
council  were  in  doubt  and  the  bill  flopped. 

Such  is  the  force  of  prejudice. — All  orders  of  men, 
in  that  day,  in  greater  or  leiTer  proportion,  condemned 
a  practice  which  is  now  generally  approved  and  to  which 
many  thoufands  owe  the  prefervation  of  their  lives. 

Boylston  continued  the  practice,  in  fpite  of  all  the 
oppoiition.     About  300  were  inoculated,  in  Bofton  and 

T  2  the 

*•!  remember  to  have  feen  the  fhell,  which  was  not  filled  with 
jpowdei  but  a  caUiure  of  brioaftene  withbitumixjousmausr. 
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the  adjacent  towns.  It  is  impoffible  to  determine  the 
number  which  died  by  it.  Dpuglafs  would  have  it 
there  was  one  in  fourteen,  whilfl  the  favorers  of  the 
practice  would  not  allow  more  than  one  in  feventy  or 
eighty.  It  was  evident,  from  the  fpeedy  eruption,  that 
many  had  taken  the  diftemper  before  they  were  inocu- 
lated. Indeed,  where  perfons  have  continued  in  an  in- 
fected air  for  months  together  no  true  judgment  cart 
ever  be  made  of  the  experiment,  f 

The  new  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  in  May,  chofe 
the  former  fpeaker  and  the  governor  declared  his  appro- 
bation in  the  fame  manner  he  had  done  before;  He 
negatived  two  of  the  councellors  elect,  Col.  Byfield  and 
Mr.  William  Clark.  Mr.  Clark,  being  a  member  of  the 
houfe  for  Bofton.  had  ever  adhered  clofely  to  Mr.  Cooke. 
The  governor  fhewed  his  refentment  by  refufing  to 
admit  him  to  the  council,  but  did  not  ferve  his  own 
jntereft,  Mr.  Clark's  oppofition  being  of  greater  confe- 
quence  in  the  houfe. 

The  Indians  were  meditating  mifchief,  from  the 
time  the  Engiifh  were  at  Norridgewock,  but  committed 
no  hoftilities  until  June  following.  They  came  then 
with  about  60  men,  in  twenty  canoes,  into  Merrymeet- 
ing  bay  and  took  prifoners  nine  families,  but  gave  no 
marks  of  their  ufual  rage  and  barbarity.  Some  of  their 
prifoners  they  releafed  immediately  and  others  in  a  fhort 
time  after.  Enough  were  retained  to  be  a  fecurity  for 
the  return  of  their  hoftages  from  Bolton.  Another 
fmall  party  of  Indians  made  an  attempt  upon  a  fulling 
veflel  belonging  to  Ipfwich,  as  (lie  lay  in  one  of  the 

eaftern 

f  It  happened  that  in  the  fame  month  in  which  inoculation 
began  in  Bofton,  two  children,  a  daughter,  I  fuppofe,  of 
lady  Mary  W.  Montague  and  a  fon  of  doftor  Keith,  were  ino- 
culated in  England.  Then  an  experiment  was  made  upon  6 
condemned  criminals.  After  that,  3  or  4  children  were 
inoculated,  and  the  fpring  following  feveral  children  in  the 
hofpitals.  The  fuceefs  of  thefe  attempts  encouraged  the  like 
with  two  of  the  prijiceffes,  which  fuccesded  very  fa?orably. 


MASSACHUSETS-BAY.        277 

eaftern  harbours,  but  the  fifherrnen  being  armed  they  1722 
killed  two  or  three  of  the  Indians  and  the  reft  retreated, 
The  collector  of  the  cuftoms  at  AmiapoJis-royal,  "Mr, 
Newton,  with  John  Adams,  fon  of  one  of  the  council  for 
Nova-Scotia,  were  coming  from  thence,  with  captain 
Blin,  to  Bofton,  and,  putting  in  to  one  of  the  Pailima- 
qnadies,  went  afhore,  with  other  paffengers,  and  were  all 
feized  and  made  prifoners,  by  about  a  dozen  Indians  and 
as  many  French ;  the  people  left  on  board  the  Hoop 
cut  their  cables  and  fled  to  Bofton. 

Another  party  of  Indians  burned  a  floop  at  St. 
Georges  river,  took  feveral  prifoners  and  attempted  to 
furprize  the  fort. 

Intelligence  of  thefe  feveral  hoftile  acts  came  to 
Bofton,  whilit  the  general  court  was  fitting,  but  there 
feemed  to  be  no  difpofition  to  engage  in  war.  Inftead 
of  the  former  vigorous  refolves,  upon  leffer  provoca- 
tions, the  hpufe  propofed  that  a  meiTage  fhould  be  fent 
to  the  Norrigewock  Indians  to  demand  the  reafons  of 
this  behavior,  reftitution  of  the  captives,  and  fatisfa£tion 
for  damages,  and  acquaint  them  that,  if  they  refufed, 
effectual  methods  would  he  taken  ro  compel  them. 
The  hoftages,  given  by  the  Indians,  were  fent  down  to 
the  eaftward  and,  upon  the  reftoring  the  Englifh  cap- 
tives, they  were  to  be  fet  at  liberty. 

The  friends  of  the  Englifh  captives  were  importu- 
nate with  the  government  to  take  meafures  for  their 
redemption,  and  a  view  to  effect  this  feems  to  have  been 
the  chief  reafon  which  delayed  a  declaration  of  war. 
But,  foon  after  the  prorogation  of  the  court,  news  came 
that  the  Indians  had  burnt  Brunfwick,  a  village  between 
Cafco  bay  and  Kennebeck,  and  that  Capt.  Harman,  with 
part  of  the  forces  pofted  upon  the  frontiers,  had  purfued 
the  enemy,  killed  feverai  and  taken  15  of  their  guns. 
Immediately  after  this  news  (July  25)  the  governor,  by 
advice  of  council,  caufed  a  declaration  of  wa^r  to.  be 
pnblifhed. 

I  Fo?,£I;GM, 
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1722.  Foreign  wars  often  delivered  Greece  and  Rome 
from  their  inteftine  broils  and  animofities,  but  this  war 
furnifhed  a  new  fubjeft  for  contention.  The  governor 
often  charged  the  party  in  the  houfe,  with  affuming  the 
direction  of.  the  war  and  taking  into  their  hands  that 
power,  which  the  charter  gives  to  the  governor.  He 
gave  them  a  hint  in  his  fpeech  (Auguft  8th)  at  the 
opening  the  next  fefiion.  "  One  thing  I  would  par- 
ticularly remark  to  yon,  which  is  that,  if  my  hands 
and  the  council's  be  not  left  at  a  much  greater 
liberty  than  of  late  they  have  been,  I  fear  our  affairs 
will  be  carried  on  with  little  or  ho  fpirit.  Surely,  every 
perfon  who  wiflies  well  to  his  country  will  think  it  high 
time  to  lay  afide  all  animofities,  private  peeks  and  felf- 
intereft,  that  (o  we  may  unanimoufly  join  in  the  vigorous 
profecution  of  the  weighty  affairs  which  arepow  upon 
the  carpet." 

The  houfe,  in  an  addrefs  to  the  governor,  fignified 
their  fentiments  of  the  neceffity  of  this  declaration  of 
war  and  promifed  "all  neceffary  and  chearful  ajliftance." 
A  committee,  of  the  two  houfes,  fettled  the  rates  of 
wages  and  proyifions  for  the  forces,  to  which  no  excep- 
tion was  taken,  but  they  went  further  and  determined 
the  fervice  in  which  they  were  to  be  employed,  300 
men  to  be  fent  upon  an  expedition  toPenobicot,  and  the 
reft  to  be  ported  at  different  places  on  the  frontiers,, 
and  qualified  their  report,  by  defying  the  governor  to 
give  orders  accordingly.  He  let  them  know,  that  the 
king  his  mailer  and  the  royal  charter  had  given  him 
the  fole  command  and  direction  of  the  militia  and  all 
the  forces,  which  might  be  raifed  on  any  emergency, 
and  that  he  would  not  fuffer  them  to  be  under  any  di- 
rection but  his  own  and  thofe  officers  he  fhould  think 
fit  to  appoint.  The  houfe  made  him  no  anfwer.  The 
deftination  of  the  military  forces  in  this  tnanner  and 
making  the  eftahlifhment  of  their  wages  depend  upon 
a  compliance  with  ir,  had  not  been  the  practice  in  for- 
mer wars  and  adm/iniHraik>ns?  but  the  governor  found 

he 


MASSACHUSETS-BAY.        279 

he  mull  fubmit  ro  it,  or  the  frontiers  would  be  without  1722. 
defence.  He  gave  up  his  own  opinion  with  refpeft  to 
the  Penobfcots  and  had  laid  the  fame  plan  which  the 
committee  had  reported  and  he  intended  to  profecuteir, 
which  made  his  compliance  more  eafy.  The  houfe, 
being  diflatisfied  with  Major  Moody,  who  had  the 
command  of  the  forces,  palled  a  vote  defiring  the  go- 
vernor to  difmifs  him.  The  council  non-concurred  this 
vote,  "  becaufe  he  was  condemned  unheard,"  and  fubfti- 
tuted  another  vote  to  defire  the  governor  to  fend  for 
him,  that  he  might  attend  the  court,  but  this  the  houfe 
would  not  agree  to  and  fent  a  feperate  meffage  to  the 
governor  to  defire  him  to  fufpend  the  major  from  his 
poft.  The  governor  told  them  he  was  furprized  they 
fhould  defire  fo  high  a  piece  of  injuftice  as  the  punifii- 
ing  a  man  without  hearing  what  he  had  to  fay  for 
himfelf,  and  let  them  know  he  would  enquire  into  the 
grounds  of  their  complaint.  Several  other  votes  paifed, 
relative  to  the  forces,  which  the  governor  did  not  approve. 

At  the  next  feflion,  November  15th, he  recommended 
a  law  to  prevent  mutiny  and  defertion,  for  want  of 
which  the  men  were  daily  running  away.  The  houfe 
thought  it  necefTary  to  be  firft  fatisfied,  whether  the 
defertion  in  the  army  was  not  owing  to  the  unfaithfulnefs 
of  the  officers  and  appointed  two  committees,  one  to 
repair  to  the  head  quarters  on  the  eaftern,  and  the  other 
on  the  weftern  frontiers,  with  powers  to  require  the 
officers  to  mufter  their  companies,  when  an  exa£l  lid 
was  to  be  taken  of  the  men  that  appeared,  an  account  of 
all  deferters  and  of  all  fuch  as  were  abfent  upon  furloe, 
or  had  been  difmiffed  or  had  been  exchanged,  together 
with  divers  other  powers.  They  then  applied  to  the 
governor  to  give  orders  to  all  in  command  to  pay  a 
proper  deference  to  the  vote  and  order  of  the  houfe  re- 
fpecling  repeated  abufes  and  mifmanagements  among 
the  forces,  &c. 

This  the  governor  thought  he  had  good  right  to 
except  to,  and  he  made  the  vote  i.tfelf,  as  well  as  the 

T  ^  manner 
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1722.  manner  in  which  it' was  to  be  executed,  an  article  of 
complaint  againft:  the  houfe  to  the  king,  but  he  was  pre- 
vailed upon  to  confent  to  it,  and  either  made  or  intended 
to  make  this  condition,  that  the  committees  fhould  make 
report  to  him.  The  houfe  urged  this  confent  againft 
him  but,  in  England,,  it  was  not  thought  a'fufficieht 
juftification. 

Tpie    conceding  in    one   point   naturally    led  to  2 
demand  of  the  like  conceflions  in  others. 

It  was  thought  a  falutary  meafure  to  fend  for  dele- 
gates from  the  Iroquois,  who  were  in  friendfhip  with  us, 
and  to  defire  them  to  ufe  the  influence  they  had  over 
the  eaftern  Indians,  in  order  to  their  making  fatisfa<ftion 
for  the  injuries  done  and  to  their  good  behavior  fcr  the 
time  to  come.  When  the  delegates  came  to  Boflon,  the 
houfe  voted  that  the  fpeech  to  be  made  to  them  by  the 
governor  fhould  be  prepared  by  a  committee  of  the  two 
houfes.  The  governor  had  prepared  his  fpeech  and  he 
directed  the  fecretary  to  read  it  to  the  houfe  of  repre- 
fentatives,  -but  this  was  not  famfactory  and  they  fent  a 
meffage,  to  defire  that  what  the  fecretary  had  read  might 
be  laid  before  the  houfe.  The  governor  refufed,at  fTrft, 
but,  upon  further  confideration  confen red,  defiring  they 
Would  fpeedily  return  it.  They  fent  it  back  to  him  and 
Jet  him  know  they  could  not  agree  to  it,  unlefs  he  would 
fpeak  in  the  name  of  the  general-  court,  a^nd  the  houfe 
of  reprefentatives  might  be  prefent  when  the  fpeech 
"was  delivered.  This'  was'  difagreeable  to  him,  and  a 
novelty  to  the  Indians,  who  had  always  confidered  in 
their  treaties,  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  as  well 
as  the  governor  of  New1- York,  to  be  treating  with 
them  in  their  own  names,  or  the  name  of  the  king,  and 
not  of  their  refpecYive  affemblies,  but  he  fubmitted. 

I>r  confequence  of  the  vote  of  the  houfe,  in  the 
Lift'  feflion,  the  governor  had  directed  an  expedition  to 
Penobfcot,  although  it  was  not  altogether  agreeable  to 
his  own  judgment.  It  feems  he  had  hopes  of  an  accom- 
modation, v.'kh  that  tribe  at  leafb     CcK  Wait  on/ Who 
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had  the  command  on  the  eaftern  frontiers,  fele&ed  forces  W*< 
proper  for  the  purpofe,  and  they  had  a&ually  begun 
their  march,  when  intelligence  arriyed  to  the  colonel 
that  Arowfick  was  attacked,  by  a  great  number  of  In- 
dians. He  immediately  fent  an  exprefs  with  orders  to 
the  forces  to  return,  and  acquainted  the  governor  with 
his  proceedings.  The  council  advifed  to  keep  the  whole 
forces  for  the  defence  of  our  own  inhabitants,  and  to 
fufpend  a&ing  upon  the  offenfive  until  winter,  which 
they  judged  a  more  proper  feafon  for  the  expedition ; 
and  the  men,  in  confequence  of  this  new  advice,  were 
employed  in  marches  upon  the  back  of  the  frontiers. 
But  the  houfe  were  diflatisfled,  and  fent  a  meffage  to 
the  governor  "  to  defire  him  to  order,  by  exprefs,  Co!. 
Walton  to  appear,  forthwith,  before  the  houfe,  to  ren- 
der his  reafons  why  the  orders  relating  to  the  expedition 
had  not  been  executed."  This  was  not  only  to  take 
Walton  from  the  command,  as  long  as  the  houfe  fhould 
think  fit  to  detain  him,  but  the  orders, «  relating  to  the 
expedition,'  might  be  underftood  to  mean  the  orders 
which  had  been  given  by  the  houfe  and  not  what  he 
had  received  from  the  captain  general.  The  governor 
told  the  committee  that  he  would  take  no  notice  of  the 
meflage  from  the  houfe  unlefs  it  was  otherwife  exprefied, 
befides,  he  and  the  council  were  well  fatisfied  and  he 
thought  every  body  elfe  was.  He  added,  that  he  in- 
tended the  officers  fliould  give  an  account '  to  him'  of  their 
conduct.  The  next  day  (Nov.  20th)  they  fent  another 
mefTage  to  him  to  defire  him  to  inform  xhe  houfe,  whe- 
ther he  would  fend  for  Walton  as  they  had  defired.  He 
then  told  the  committee,  he  would  fend  his  anfwer  to  the 
houfe  when  he  thought  proper.  Upon  this,  they  fecm  to 
have  appointed  a  meifenger  to  go  to  theeaftward,  upon 
what  occafion  does  not  appear,  and  the  next  day  paffed 
the  following  extraordinary  vote.  "  Whereas  this  houfedid 
on  thurfday  I  a  ft  appoint  a  committee  to  wait  on  his  ex- 
cellency the  governor,  praying  his  orders  for  Col.  Walton^ 
appearance  before  the  hojafe,  and  renewed  their  nqueft 
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1722.  fo  Mm  yefterday,  and  his  excellency  has  not  yet  feen 
caufe  to  comply  with  that  vote,  and  the  denial  of  Col. 
Walton's  being  fent  for  has  extremely  difcouraged  the 
'houfe,  in  projecting  any  future  fchemes  for  carrying 
on  the  war,  under  any  views  of  fuccefs.  And  this  houfe* 
being  zealoufly  inclined  to  do  what  in  them  lies  to  bring 
this  people  out  of  the  calamities  and  perplexities  of  the 
prefent  war,  and  to  fpare  no  coft  and  charge  to  effect 
fo  great  a  good,  were  Tome  things  at  prefent  remedied  ; 
we  do  therefore,  once  more,  with  the  greateft  fincerity 
and  concern  for  our  country's  good,  apply  to  your  ex- 
cellency for  your  fpeedy  iffuing  your  orders  concerning 
Col.  Walton,  to  be  difpatched  by  the  meffenger  of  this 
houfe  going  into  thofe  parts."  The  governor  did  not 
Kke  to  be  fo  clofely  preffed,  and  when  the  committee 
came  to  his  houfe  he  told  them,  he  would  not  receive 
the  vote  and,  as  it  is  inferted  in  the  report  and  journal 
cf  the  houfe  "he  went  his  way."  They  then  appointed 
their  fpeaker  and  eight  principal  members,  a  committee 
to  wait  upon  the  governor  and  defire  him  to  return  to 
the  chair,  "  on  fome  important  affairs  which  lay  before 
the  houfe,"  but  he  refufed  to  fee  the  committee  and 
directed  his  fervant  to  tell  them  he  would  not  then  be 
fpoke  to  by  any   body. 

Walton  was  a  New-Hampfhire  man  at  the  head  of 
the  forces,  a  fmali  part  only  of  which  were  raifed  in 
that  government.  This  might  prejudice  many,  but  there 
was  a  private  grudge  againft  him,  in  fome  of  the  leading 
1  men  of  the  houfe,  and  they  never  left  purfuing  him 
until  they  effected  his  removal. 

The  houfe,  finding  the  governor  would  not  com- 
ply, all  their  meffages  to  him  being  exceptionable,  as 
founded  upon  a  fuppofed  right  in  the  houfe  to  call  the 
officers  out  of  the  fervice  to  account  before  them 
whenfoever  they  thought  proper,  and  alfo  to  order  the 
particular  fervices  in  which  the  forces  (hould  be  employ- 
ed without  leaving  it  in  the  governor's  power  to  vary, 
they  made  fome  alterations  in  the  form  of  their  rcquefi 
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and  (Dec.  4th)  paffed  the  following  vote,  «  Whereas  this  17&. 
houfe  have  been  informed  of  divers  mifcarriages  in  the 
management  of  the  war  in  the  eaftern  country,  voted  that 
his  excellency  the  governor  be  defired  to  exprefs  Col. 
Walton,  that  he  forthwith  repair  to  Bofton  and,  when 
he  hath  attended  upon  his  excellency,  that  he  would 
pleafe  to  direcl  him  to  wait  on  this  houfe,  that  they 
may  examine  him,  concerning  his  late  conduct  in  profe- 
cuting  the  war,  more  efpecially  referring  to  the  late  in- 
tended expedition  to  the  fort  of  Penobfcot."  This  being 
more  general  and  not  confined  to  the  laying  afide  the 
expedition,  which  was  known  to  be  in  confequence  of 
orders,  the  governor  was  willing  it  ftiould  be  conftrued 
favorably  and  fent  for  Walton. 

The  council  having  fleadily  adhered  to  the  governor, 
he  took  this  opportunity  to  recommend  to  the  houfe  to 
act  jointly  with  the  council  in  mefTages  to  him  of  general 
concern,  and  at  the  fame  time,  in  a  verbal  meffage  by 
the  fecretary  endeavored  to  foften  the  temper  of  the 
houfe.  "  Mr.  fpeaker,  his  excellency  commands  me  to 
acquaint  this  honorable  houfe  that  he  has  taken  into  con- 
fideration  the  feveral  mefTages  relating  to  Col.  Walton, 
and  thinks  it  mod  agreeable  to  the  conftitution  and  what 
would  tend  to  keep  up  a  good  agreement  between  the 
council  and  houfe  of  reprefentatives  for  all  their  mefTa- 
ges, of  a  public  nature  and  wherein  the  whole  govern- 
ment is  concerned,  to  be  fent  up  to  the  council  for  their 
concurrence  and  not  immediately  to  himfelf  ;  however, 
that  he  will  give  order  for  Col.  Walton's  coming  up  to 
town  and,  when  he  has  received  an  account  of  his  pro- 
ceedings, the  whole  court  (hall  have  the  hearing  of  him 
If  they  defire  it."  In  this  way,  the  governor  intended 
to  guard  againft  any  undue  proceeding,  there  being  no 
danger  of  the  council's  condemning  a  meafure  to  which 
a  little  while  before  they  had  given  their  advice  and 
confent,  but  the  houfe  improved  the  hint  to  a  very  dif- 
ferent purpofe,  and  on  the  5th  December  voted  "  that  a 
CCTir.i ttee,  to  confiil  of  eleven  members  of  the  two  houfes 


feven 
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1722.  feven  of  (he  houfe  of  reprefentatives  and  four  of  the 
council,  mall  meet  in  the  recefs  of  the  court,  once  in 
?4  days,  and  oftener  if  occafion  fhould  require  to  concert 
what  ileps  and  methods  fhall  be  put  in  practice,  relative 
to  the  war,  and  having  agreed  upon  any  projections  or 
defigns,  to  lay  them  before  his  excellency  for  his  appro- 
bation, who  is  defired  to  take  effectual  care  to  carry  them 
into  fpeedy  execution."*  In  affairs  of  government,  of 
what  nature  foever,  this  was  an  innovation  in  the  confti- 
tution,  but  in  matters  relative  to  the  war  it  was  taking 
the  powers  from  the  governor,  which  belonged  to  him 
by  the  conftitutiop,  and  veiling  them  in  a  committee 
of  the  two  houfes.  The  council  unanimoufly  noncon- 
cured the  vote,  and  altercation  enfued,  between  them 
and  the  houfe,  but  the  council  perfevered.  In  the 
mean  time  the  governor  was  engaged  with  the  houfe 
in   frefli  difputes. 

The  committee  of  the  houfe,  which  had  been  fent 
to  the  eaflern  frontiers,  returned  and,  inflead  of  making 
their  report  to  the  governor,  which  was  the  condition 
of  his  confent  to  their  authority  and  of  his  orders  to 
the  officers  to  fubmit  to  them,  they  made  their  report 
to  the  houfe.  This  was  difingenuous.  It  would  not 
do  to  urge  that  he  had  no  right  to  make  conditions  to 
their  votes,  for  he  had  given  no  confent,  unlefs  it  was 

conditional, 
*  This  was  unprecedented,  and  had  it  been  only  a  devolving  the 
powers,  by  the  constitution  intrufted  with  the  whole  legifla- 
ture,  could  not  be  juftified,  but  it  was  an  afluming  the  power 
given  to  one  branch  only,  the  governor,  and  then  devolving  it 
to  a  few  of  their  own  number.  Such  innovations  are  dan- 
gerous. They  may  be  improved  to  ferve  the  purpofes  of  an 
arbitrary  prince  or  governor,  as  well  as  thofe  of  a  popular 
faction.  When  Richard  2d  had  a  packed  parliament  devoted 
to  his  will  and  pleafure  he  procured  an  a&  or  order,  under 
colour  of  difpatchingbufinefs,  which  inverted  the  whole  autho- 
rity of  parliament  in  the  king,  with  twelve  peers  and  fix  com- 
moners. On  the  other  hand,  in  1641,  the  lords  and  commons 
having  determined  to  adjourn  from  the  9th  of  September  to 
the  20th  of  October,  appointed  committees,  viz.  feven  of  the 
lords  and  forty  three  of  the  commons,  to  take  care,  during,  the 
lecefs,   cf  the  moll;  weighty  and  urgent  affairs, 
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conditional,  and  without  his  cbnfent  they  could  have  no  17224 
authority-!  Aflbon  as  he  heard  of  the  report,  he  fent 
to  the  houfe  for  his  original  order,  which  he  had  deli- 
vered to  the  committee.  They  anfwered  that  they 
were  riot  pollened  of  it,  but  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee had  left  an  attefted  copy  on  their  files,  which  he 
might  have  if  he  pleafed,  but  he  refufed  the  copy  arid 
infifted  Upon  the  original.  He  then  fent  for  John  Wain- 
wright,  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  to  attend  hrrri 
in  council  and  there  demanded  the  return  of  the  original 
order.     Wainwright,  in  general,  was  what  was  called 

a 

f  In  the  fir  ft  year  of  the  reign  of  the  late  King  "William,  amotion 
was  made  in  the  houfe  of  commons  for  an  addrefs  to  his  ma- 
jefty  to  fend  perfons  into  Ireland  to  take  account  of  the  num- 
bers of  the  army  and  the  provisions,  which  the  king  affured 
them  he  would  do.  Afterwards,  a  motion  was  made  that  the 
commons  fhouid  fend  fome  of  their  members  and  of  their  own 
nomination.  The  king  being  informed  of  it  fent  the  following 
menage. 

■■  William  #.  . 

'*  His  majefty  having  already  declared  his  refolutions  td  profecute 
the  war  in  Ireland  with  the  utmoft  vigor,   and  being  defirous 
to  ufe  the  means  that  may  be  moft  fatisfaclory  and  effectual  in 
order  to  it,  is  gracioufly  pleafed,  that  this  houfe  do  recommend 
a  number  of  perfons,   not  exceeding  feven,  to  be  commiflioned 
by  his  majefty,  to  take  care  of  the  provifions  and  fiich  other 
preparations  as  (hall  be  nCceifary  for  that  fervice. 
"  His  majefty  is  further  pleafed  to  let  the  houfe  know  that,  upon 
confideration  of  the  addrefs  of  the  nth  of  November,  he  gives 
them  leave  to  nominate  fome  perfons  to  go  over  to  Ireland,  to 
take  an  account  of  the  number  of  the  army  there  and  the  ftate 
and   condition  of  it,  who  fhaU  receive  his  majeftys  orders 
accordiagly." 
Tnis  is  called  a  condefcending  meffage.     It  is  certain  the  houfe 
of  commons  did  not  think  fit  to  take  thefe  powers  upon  them, 
but,  after  a  vote  of  thanks  to  his  majefty, 
u  Refolved,  that  this  houfe  doth  not  think  to  recommend  any 
member  of  this  houfe  to  be  employed  in  the  fervice  of  Ireland, 
for  the  purpofes  expreiTed  in  his  majefty's  gracious  meffage  6f 
Saturday  iaft. 
«•  Refolved,  that  this  houfe  doth  humbly  defire  to  be  excufed  froEQ 
recommending  any  perfons  to  his  majefty  to  be  employed  in 
the  fervice  of  Ireland  ;  but  humbly  leave  it  to  his  majefty's 
great  wifdora  to  nominate  fit  perfons  for  that  fervice," 
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X722,  a, prerogative  man,  but  the  houfe  had  enjoined  him  not 
to  return  the  order.  He  acknowledged  he  had  the  or- 
der in  his  pofTeffiori,  but  defired  to  be  excufed  from  de- 
livering it,  the  houfe  having  directed  him  to  deliver  no 
original  papers.  The  original  vote  of  the  houfe  and 
the  governor's  order  in  confequence  of  it  came  to  my 
hands  by  accident. 

9t  In  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  Nov.i  i^  1722. 
"Whereas  this  houfe  have  been  informed  of  re- 
peated abufes  and  mifmanagements  among  the  officers 
now  in  pay,  tending  greatly  to  the  diflionour  and  damage 
of  the  government,  and  are  defirous  to  ufe  all  proper 
and  fuitable  methods  for  the  full  difcovery  thereof. 
And,  to  effect  the  fame,  have  fent  a  committee  from  the 
houfe  to  enquire  into  thefe  rumors  and  report  how  they 

find  things. We  the  reprefentatives  do  mod  ear- 

neftly  defire  your  excellency's  orders,  by  the  fame  com- 
mittee to,  the  commanding  officer  and  all  others  in 
command  there,  to  pay  all  proper  deference  to  the  vote 
and  order  of  this  houfe  refpecling  that  matter. 

John  Clarke,  fpeaker." 

"Boston,  Nov.  7 To  the  officer  commanding   in 

the  17.  1722.  5  chief  at  the  eaftward. 
"  I  do  hereby  give  orders  to  the  commanding  officers 
and  all  other  inferior  officers  to  pay  deference  to  the 
committee,  and  do  expect  that  the  committee  lay  firft 
before  me  their  report  as  captain  genera!  and,  afterwards, 
upon  the  defire  of  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  it  fhali 
be  laid  before  them. 

Samuel  Shute." 

The  houfe  expected  the  governor  would  complain 
of  them  for  ufurping  a  military  power,  and  might  re- 
fufe  to  part  with  the  original  votes  or  orders  by  which 
he  had  fignified  his  confent  to  it,  the  condition  not  pre- 
ceding the  exerclfe  of  fudi  power, 

Spo^ 
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Sootf  after  (Dec  18th)  Col*  Walton  came  to  town  1722, 
and  the  houfe  fent  their  committee  to  defire  the  gover- 
nor to  direct  him  to  attend  the  houfe,  the  next  morning, 
but  the  governor  refufed  to  give  fuch  orders,  and.  told 
the  committee  that,  if  his  officers  were  to  anfwer  for 
their  conduct,  it  (hould  be  before  the  whole  court.  They 
then  fent  their  door  keeper  and  meiTenger  to  Waltpn, 
to  let  him  know  the  houfe  expected  his  attendance.  He 
went  immediately,  but  refufed  to  give  any  account  of 
his  proceedings,  without  leave  from  the  governor.  The 
next  day,  Walton  was  ordered  to  appear  before  the 
whole  court,  and  the  governor  fent  a  meflage  by  the 
fecretary,  to  acquaint  the  houfe,  that  they  might  then 
a/k  any  queftions  they  thought  proper,  relative  to  his. 
conduct,  but  they  refolved,  that  their  intent,  in  fending 
for  him,  was  that  he  fhould  appear  before  them.  The 
next  day,  he  feut  another  meflage  to  acquaint  the  houfe 
that  Walton  was  then  before  the  governor  and  council, 
with  his  journal  and  if  the  houfe  inclined  to  it  he  defired 
them  to  come  up,  and  aik  any  queftions  they  thought 
proper.  They  returned  for  anfwer,  that  they  did  not 
think  it  expedient,  for  they  looked  upon  it  not  only  their 
privilege,  but  duty,  to  demand,  of  any  officer  in  the  pay 
and  ferviceof  the  government,  an  account  of  his  manage- 
ment, while  employed  by  the  publick. 

This  perhaps,  in  general,  was  not  the  caufe  of  dif- 
pute,  but  the  queftion  was,  whether  he  was  culpable  for 
obferving  the  orders  which  the  governor  had  given  con- 
trary to  the  declared  mind  and  order  of  the  houfe. 
They  then  paffed  an  order  for  Walton,  forthwith  to  lay 
his  journal  before  the  houfe.  This  was  their  laft  vote 
relative  to  this  affair,  whilft  the  governor  was  in  the 
province.  He  had,  without  making  it  public,  obtained 
his  majeftj's  permiffion  to  leave  the  province  and  go  to 
England.  The  prejudice,  in  the  minds  of  the  common 
people,  increafed  every  day.  It  was  known  to  his  friends, 
that  as  he  fat  in  one  of  the  chambers  of  his  houfe,  the 
window  and  door  of  a  clofet  being  open,  a  bullet  entered, 

through 
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*7a2'  through  the  window  and  door  paffages,  and  parTed  very 
near  him.  If  fome  thought  this  a  mere  accident,  yet, 
as  he  knew  he  had  many  vkulent  enemies,  he  could  not 
be  without  fufpicion  of  a  wicked  defign,  but  his  princi- 
pal intention,  in  going  home,  was  to  reprefent  the  con- 
duel  of  the  houfe,  to  call  them  to  anfwer  before  hi* 
majefty  in  council,  and  to  obtain  a  decifion  of  the  points 
in  controverfy,  arid  thereby  to,  remove  all  occafion  or 
pretence  for  further  difputes.  His  departure  was  very 
fudden.  The  Seahorfe  man  of  war,  Captain  Durell,  lying 
in  Nantaiket,  bound  to  Barbados  to  convoy  the  Saltor- 
tugas  fleet,  the  governor  went  on  board  her  Dec.  27th 
intending  to  go  from  Barbados,  the  firfl  opportunity,  for 
London.  Not  one  member  of  the  court  was  in  the 
fecret,  nor  indeed  any  perfon  in  the  province  except  two 
or  three  of  his  domefticks.  The  wind  proved  contrary, 
for  three  or  four  days;  during  which,  the  owners  of  the 
(hip  Ann,Capt.  Finch,  which  was  then  loading  for  Lon- 
don, by  employing  a  great  number  of  hands,  had,  her 
fitted  for  the  fea  and  fent  her  to  Nantaiket  and  offered 
the  governor  his  paffage  in  her  and  he  went  on  board 
and  failed  the  firff  of  January. 

Upon  a  review  of  this  controverfy  with  governor 
Shute,  I  am  apprehenfive  fome  of  my  readers  will  be  apt 
to  doubt  the  impartiality  of  the  relation.  Such  fteps 
and  fo  frequent  by  one  party,  without  fcarce  any 
attempts  by  the  other,  are  not  ufual,  but  I  have 
made  the  mo'fl:  diligent  fearch  into  the  conduct  of  the 
governor,  as  well  as  the  houfe,  and  I  am  not  fenfible  of 
having  omitted  any  material  fact,  nor  have  I  defignedly 
given  a  varnifh  to  the  actions  of  one  party,  or  high 
colouring  to  thofe  of  the  other.  Some  will  fay,  it  was 
unneceffary  to  publifh  to  the  world  tranfactions  which 
tend  to  fet  the  country  in  an  unfavorable  light.  I  pra- 
fefs  to  give  a  true  relation  of  facts.  I  fee  no  difference 
between  publiftiing  falfe  facts  for  truth  and  omitting  any 
which  are  material  for  the  forming  a  juft  conception 
of  the  reft    Col,  Shute  had  the  character  of  being 

humane, 
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humane,  friendly  and  benevolent,  but  fomewhat  warm  1722. 
and  fudden  iipon  provocations  received,  was  a  lover  of 
eafe  and  diverfions,  and  for  the  fake  of  indulging 
his  iiicliriations,  in  thofe  refpecls,  would  willingly  have 
avoided  controverfy  with  particular  perfons  or  orders  of 
men  in  the  government ;  but  it  was  his  misfortune  to 
arrive  when  parties  ran  high  and  the  oppofitio:\  had  been 
violent.  With  great  ikill  in  the  art  of  government,  it 
might  not  have  been  impoffible  for  him  to  have  kept  both 
parties  in  fufpence,  without  iiitercfting  himfelf  on  either 
fide*  until  he  had  broke  their  refpeclive  connections  or 
the  animofity  had  fubfided  ;  but,  void  of  art,  with  great 
integrity,  he  attached  himfelf  to  that  party,  which  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  right,  and  made  the  other  his 
irreconcilable  enemies.  His  negativing  Mr.  Cooke, 
when  chofe  to  the  council,  was  no  more  than  what  he 
had  an  undoubted  right  to  do  by  charter,  but  the  refufal 
to  accept  him  as  fpeaker,  perhaps,  was  impolitic,  the 
country  in  general  fuppqfing  it  to  be  an  invafion  of  the 
rights  of  the  houfe  and  it  would  have  been  lefs  excepti- 
onable to  have  diffolved  them  immediately,  which  he 
had  a  right  to  do,  than  to  diffolve  them  after  an  unfuC- 
cefsful  attempt  to  enforce  his  negative  when  his  right 
was  doubtful  in  the  province,  although  not  (o  with  the 
attorney  and  follicitor  general,  who  fuppofed  the  houfe 
of  representatives  claimed  a  privilege  which  the  houfe 
of  commons  did  not.  The  leading  men  in  the  houfe  of 
reprefentatives  did  not  think  fo.  That  point  had  not 
been  in  queftion  in  England  fince  the  rdiffn  of  Kmsr 
Charles  the  fecond,  when  it  was  rather  avoided  than 
determined,  and  ic  was  not  certain  that  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons in  the  reign  of  King  George  the  fir  ft  would  more 
readily  have  given  up  the  point  than  their  predeceiTors  in 
the  time  of  King  Charles.  The  houfe,  in  the  other 
parts  of  the  controverfy*  had  lefs  to  fay  for  themfelves, 
and,  with  refpeft  to  the  attempts  upon  his  military 
authority*  were  glad  to  be  excufed  by  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  their  having  been  in  the  wrong.     The  clipping 
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1722.  his  falary  which,  at  the  higheft,  would  no  more  than 
decently  fnpport  him,  was  highly  refented  by  him, 
and  I  have  heard  his  friends  fay,  that  he  would  have1 
remained  in  the  government  and  waited  the  decifion  of 
the  other  points,  if  the  two  hundred  pounds,  equal  to 
about  fifty  pounds  flerling,  the  deduction  made,  had 
been  reilor^d.*  Under 

*  '•  1  rauft  acquaint  you  that  another  thing,  that  gives  great  of- 
fence to  the  rmniftry,is  that  they  hear  the  governor  is  made  un- 
eafy  in  his  government  and  yet  they  receive  no  complaints  of 
his  mifconduct  or  male  administration.  Colonel  Shute  is  known 
at  court  and  at  the  offices  of  ftate  under  the  character  of  2 
very  worthy  gentleman,  and  one  of  a  fingular  good  temper, 
fitted  to  make  any  people  happy  that  are  under  his  command. 
When  therefore  they  find  the  contrary  in  New  England,  they 
conclude  from  it  that  we  would  have  no  governor  at  al!  from 
hence,  but  want  to  be  independent  of  the  crown.  Now  though 
this  be  a  (trained  and  molt  injurious  inference,  yet  they  won't 
eafily  be  perfuaded  out  of  it.  I  could  not  fatisfy  my  con- 
fcience  without  mentioning  this  article,  though  I  am  ienfible; 
it  will  afford  a  handle  to  my  enemies  to  reproach  me  as  mind- 
ing the  governor's  intereft  more  than  the  country's." 
Dummers  letter  l^d  /Ipril  1721. 

**  The  affairs  of  the  country  are, in  the  opinion  of  all  men  here,irt 
defperatecircumltances.  I  was  laft  night  m  company  with  the 
governor  who  has  laid  his  memorial  before  the  board  of  trade, 
where  it  was  maintained  that  rhe  conduct  of  the  affembly  in 
the  affair  of  the  militia  was  no  lefs  than  high  treafon  by  the1 
laws  of  England,  as  appeared  to  them  by  their  own  printed? 
votes.  Their  report  will  in  a  day  or  two  be  laid  before  the' 
regency,  and  what  iffue  it  will  have  there  1  will  not  prophefy. 
The  governor  fhewed  me  the  printed  votes  with  regard  to  th£ 
dedication  of  the  thefes  of  Harvard  college,  at  which  t  could? 
not  but  ftand  amazed.  I  fee  no  hopes  of  faving  the  country 
unlefs  the  next  general  affembly  will  difavow  the  proceedings 
of  the  laft.  The  cry  of  the  city  here  runs  exceedingly  again!! 
you, and  they  revive  the  ftory  of  1 641 .  The  governor,  r  affure 
you,  grieves  and  pities  you,  but  knows  not  how  to  help  you. 

The  blame  of  this  whole  affair  is  laid  here  to  Mr.  C- ancf 

one  or  two  more  who,  under  the  notion  of  patriots,  are  like  to- 
be  the  inurumentsof  the  lofs  of  that  which  is  one  of  the  deareft 
things  to  you  in  the  world.     In  what  light  they  will  appear  ta 
poftefity  they  wiU  do  well  to  conlider.     What  remains  is  only 
to  condole  with  you  the  dark  flate  of  your  affairs." 

Ext  rail  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  Neah  auther  of  the  hiflory  of 
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Under  an  abfolute  monarch  the  people  are  without  1722* 
fpirit,  wear  their  chains  defpairing  of  freedom.  A 
change  o^  matters  is  the  fum  of  their  hopes  and,  after 
infurre&ions  and  convulfions,  they  dill  continue  Haves. 
In  a  government  founded  upon  the  principle  of  liberty 
as  far  as  government  and  liberty  can  confifi:,  fuch  are  the 
fweets"  of  liberty,  that  we  often  fee  attempts  for  a  greater 
degree  of  it  than  will  confift  with  the  eflablifhed 
conftitution;  although  anarchy,  the  greatefl  and  worffc 
6f tyrannies  may  prove  the  confequence,  until  the  eyes 
of  the  people  are  opened  and  they  fee  the  neceflity 
of  returning  to  their  former  happy  ftate  of  government 
and  order. 

The  lieutenant  governor  took  the  chair,  under  the 
difadvantage  of  being  obliged  to  maintain  the  fame 
caufe  which  had  forced  his  predeceffor  out  of  it.  Per- 
fotial  prejudice  againft  the  governor  was  the  caufe  of 
afTurriing  rights  refer ved  by  charter  to  the  crown;  The 
caufe  now  ceafed,  but  power  once  affumed  is  not  wil- 
lingly parted  with.  Mr.  Dummer  had  demeaned  him- 
felf  very  difcretely.  His  attachment  to  the  caufe  of  the 
governor  lofl  him  fome  friends  and  proved  a  prejudice 
to  him  and  to  his  fucceifors,  for  it  had  been  ufual  t6 
make  an  annual  grant  or  allowance  to  the  lieutenant  go* 
irernor,  in  confide  ration1  of  his  being  at  hand,  or  as  they 
expreffed  h,  ready  to  ferve  the  province,  in  cafe  of  thei 
governor's  abfence,  but,  after  the  two  or  three  firft  years 
{root  his  arrival,  they  withheld  it.  Without  any  men- 
tion of  the  unhappy  flare  of  affairs;,  in  a  fhort  fpeech  tc* 
the  two  houfe?,  he  let  them'  know  that  he  would  concur 
wirh  them  in  every  meafure  for  his  majefty's  fervice  and 
the  good  of  the  province.  An  aged  fenator,  Mr.  Sewalf, 
the  only  perfon  alive  who  had  been  an  afliftant  under 
the  old  charter,  addrelfed  himfelf  to  the  lieutenant 
governor  with  great  gravity  and  fimplicity,  in  primitive 
ftile,  which,  however  obfolete,  may  be  worth  preferving^ 
u  If  your  honor  and  the  honorable  board  pleafe  to  give1 
i$e  leave  I  would  fpeak  a  word  or  two,  upon,  this  folemti 
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occafion.     Although  the  unerring  providence  of  Goc! 
has  brought  your   honor   to  the  chair  of  government, 
in  a  cloudy  and  tempeflucus  feafon,   yet  you  have  this 
for  your  encouragement,  that  the  people  you  have  to  do 
with  are  a  part  of  the  Ifrael  of  God,  and  you  may  ex- 
pec"t  to  have  of  the  prudence  and  patience  of  Moles 
communicated  to  you,  for  your  conduct.     It  is  evident, 
that  our  almighty  faviour  counfelled  the  firft  planters  to 
remove  hither  and  fettle  here  and  they  dutifully  follow- 
ed his  advice,    and  therefore  he  will  never  leave  nor 
forfake  them,  nor  theirs ;  fo  that  your  honor  murt:  needs 
be  happy  in  fincerely  feeking  their  happinefs  and  wel- 
fare, which  your  birth  and   education  will  incline  you 
ro  do.     Difficilia  qua  pukbra.     I  promife  my  felf,  that 
they  who  fit  at  this  board  will  yield  their  faithful  advice 
to  your  honor,  according   to  the  duty  of  their  place." 
The  houfe  thought  it  neceffary  to  take  immediate 
meafures  for  their  defence  and  vindication  in   England. 
The  governor  had  mentioned  nothing  more  to  the  lieu*, 
governor  than,  that  he  was  embarked  and  intended  to 
return  to  his  government  early  in  the  fall.     This,  the 
lieutenant  governor  communicated  to  the  council  and  the 
council  to  the  houfe.     They  fent  a  committee  imme- 
diately to  the  lieutenant  governor,  to  pray  hrm  to  inform 
them  whar  he  knew  of  the  governor's  intended  voyage; 
but  he  could  tell  them  no  more.     They  then  appointed 
another    committee   "  to  prepare    and   lay  before    the 
houfe  what  they  think  proper  to  be  done  in  this  critical 
juncture,  in  their  jufl    and  neceifary  vindication  at  the 
court  at  home,"  and  a  fhip,  Capt.  Clark,  then  ready  to 
fail  for  London,  was  detained  until  the  difpatches  were 
ready.     Anthony  Sanderfon,  a   merchant  of  London, 
had  been  recommended  by  Mr.  Popple,  of  the  plantation 
office,  in  a  letter  to  the  fpeaker,as  a  proper  perfon  for 
the  province  agent.   To  him  the  houfe  fent  their  papers, 
to  be  improved  as  they  lhould  order."* 

The 

*  In  November  1722  died  at  Salem  Damd  Epps,  Efqj  of  the 
couqcU, 
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The  houfe  was  loth,  fuddenly,  to  recede  and,  the  172^ 
day  after  the  governor  failed,  they  appointed  a  committee, 
to  join  with  a  committee  of  council,  to  confider  of  pro- 
per ways,  for  carrying  into  execution  the  report  of  a 
committee  of  war.  This  was  the  province  of  the 
captajn  general  and  the  council  refufed  a  concurrence. 
The  houfe  then  paiTed  another  vote,  protefting  againffc 
carrying  on  an  offenfive  war  unlefs  Walton,  the  colonel, 
and  (Moody,  the  major,  mould  be  removed  and  other 
fuitable  perfons  appointed.  Befo/e  the  council  paiTed 
upon  this  vote,  the  two  obnoxious  perfons  were  prevailed 
upon  to  write  to  the  lieutenant  governor  and  defire  a 
difmiflion,  provided  they  might  be  paid  their  wages,  and, 
the  letters  being  communicated  to  the  council,  they  paf- 
fed  another  vote  defiring  the  lieutenant  governor  to  di£» 
mifs  the  officers,  agreeable  to  the  letters  received  from 
them.  This  vote,  the  houfe  non-concurred  and  infilled 
upon  their  own  vote,  which  the  council  then  non-con- 
curred. The  houfe  then  pafled  a  refolve,  that,  unlefs 
\Valton  and  Moody  were  difmifled,  they  (hould  be  ne- 
ceflitated  to  draw  off  part  of  the  forces,  and  fent  their 
refolve '  to  be  laid  upon  the  council  table.'  The  lieutenant 
governor,  by  a  meifage,  let  the  houfe  know,  that  the 
king  had  appointed  him  general  of  the  forces  and  that 
he,  only,  had  the  power  to  draw  them  off,  and  added, 
that  he  expected  all  mefTages  from  the  houfe  (hould  be 
properly  addreffed  to  him,  otherwife  he  fhould  pay  no 
regard  to  th,em.  The  houfe  were  fenfible  they  had 
goue  too  far  and  appointed  a  committee  to  wait  upon  the 
lieutenant  governor,  to  defire  they  might  have  leave  to 
withdraw  their  refolve  and  declared  that,  however  ex- 
preffed,  they  intended  only  that  they  would  not  vote 
any  further  pay  and  fubiiftence.  They  perfifted,  how- 
ever, in  their  refufal  to  provide  for  the  pay  of  the  two 
officers,  whofe  difmiflion  they  required,  nor  would  they 
make  provifion  for  further  carrying  on  the  war  until 
^iher  officers  were  appointed. 

V  2  A&ohq 
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Among  the  other  inftances  of  additional  power  tq- 
the  houfe  they  had,  by  degrees,  acquired  from  the  go- 
vernor and  council  the  keys  of  the  treafury  and  no 
monies  could  be  iffued  without  the  vote  of  the  houfe 
for  that  purpofe.  This  is  no  more  than  forne  colonies, 
without  charters  claim  and  enjoy,  but  by  the  charter,  all 
monies  are  to  be  paid  out  of  the  treafury  '  by  warrant? 
from  the  governor  with  advice  and  confent  of  the  council. 
The  right  of  the  houfe  to  originate  all  acts  and  orders; 
for  raifing  mpnies  frtm  the  people  and  to  appropriate 
fuch  monies  to  fuch  feryices  as  they  thought  proper,  was 
not  difputed,  but  they  went  further  and  would  not  ad- 
mit that  payment  lhould  be  made  for  fuch  fervices  un- 
til they  had  judged  whether  they  were  well  performed 
and  had  palfed  a  fpecial  order  for  fuch  payment.  Thus 
they  kept  every  officer  dependent,  and  Walton,  becaufe 
he  had  not  obierved  their  orders  to  go  to  Penobfcot? 
but  had  conformed  to  the  governors  orders,  from  whom 
he  derived  all  the  authority  he  had  to  march  any  where, 
was  denied  his  pay.  Other  matters  were  alledged 
againft  Walton  in  the  courfe  of  the  difpute,  but  this 
feems  to  have  been  the  principal. 

The  expofed  flate  which  the  frontiers  mud  have 
been  in,  if  the  forces  had  been  drawn  off,  and  they  could 
not  be  kept  there  wjthout  pay,  induced  the  lieutenant 
governor  to  difmifs  Walton  and  to  appoint  Thomas 
Weftbrooke  colonel  and  commander  in  chief,  whereupon 
an  eflablifhment  was  fettled  by  the  houfe,  praemiums 
were  granted  for  Indian  fcalps  and  prifoners,  and  an  end 
Was  put  to  the  feilion. 

The  Indians,  we  have  obferyed,  were  mitigated  by 
the  French  to  begin  the  war.  The  old  men  were  averfe 
to  it.  RalUj,  with  difficulty,  prevailed  upon  the 
Norridgewocks.  The  Penobfccts  were  ftill  more 
difmclined  and,  after  hoftiliues  began,  expreffed  their 
defires  of  an  accommodation.  The  St.  Francois  In- 
dians, who  lived  upon  the  borders  of  Canada,  and  the 
St.  Johns  as  alio  the  Caiae-Sdble Indians  were io remote 
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as   not  to  fear  the  definition  of  their  villages  by  the  1723. 
Englifh.    They  mixed  with  the  Norridgewocks  and  Pe- 
nobfcots  and  made  the  war  general.    In  the  latter  part  of 
July  the  enemy  furprized  Canfo  and  other  harbours  near 
to  it  and  took  16  or  17  fail  of  fifliing  veffels,  all  belong- 
ing to  the  Maffachufets.     Governor  Phillips  happened 
to  be  at  Canfo  and  caufed  two  {loops  to  be  manned,  partly 
with  volunteer  failors  from  merchants  veffels  which  were 
loading  with  fifh,  and  fent  them,  under  the  command  of 
John  Eliot  of  Bofton  and  John  Robinfon  of  Cape  Ann, 
in  quefl  of  the  enemy.     Eliot,  as  he  was  ranging  the 
coaft,  efpied  feven  veffels  in  a  harbour  called  Winnepaug 
and  concealed  all  his  men,  except  four  or  five,  until  he 
came  near  to  one  of  the  veffels,  which  had  about  40 
Indians  aboard  who  were  in  expectation  of  another  prize 
falling  intorheir  hands.     Affoon  as  he  was  within  hear- 
ing,   they  boifted  their  pendants  and  called  out,  ftrike 
Englifh  dogs  and  come  aboard  for  you  are  all  prifohers. 
Eliot  anfwered,  that  he  would  make  all  the  hafte  he  could. 
Finding  he  made  no  auempt  to  efcape,   they  began   to 
fear  a  tartar  and  cut  their  cable,  with  intent   to  run 
afhore,  but  he  was  too  quick  for  them  and  immediately 
clapped  them    aboard.     For  about   half  an   hour  they 
made  a  brave  reiiftance,   but,   at  length,  fome  of  them 
jumping  into  the  hold,  Eliot  threw  his  hand  granadoes 
after  them,  which  made  fuch  havock,  that  all  which  re- 
mained alive  took  to  the  water,  where  they  were  a  fail 
mark    for    the    Englifh    mot.      From    this   or  a   like 
action,  probably  took  rife,  a  common  expreffion  among 
Englifh  foldiers  and  fometimes  Englifh   hunters   who, 
when  they  have  killed  an  Indian,  make   their  boaft  or 
having  killed  a  black  duck.    Five  only  reached  the  fhoar. 
Eliot  received  three  bad  wounds  and  feveral  of  the 
men  were  wounded  and  one  killed.     Seven  veffels,  with 
feveral  hundred  quintals  of  fifli,  and  fifteen  of  the  captives 
were  recovered  from  the  enemy./  They  had  fent  many  of 
theprifoners  away  and  nine  thef  h?d  killed  in  cold  blood. 
The  Nova-Scotia  Indians  had  the  character  of  being  more 
fevage  and  ciud  than  the  ether  nations.       Roisi^sq  f 
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*723-  Robinson  retook  two  vcfTels  and  killed  feveral  of 
the  enemy.  Five  other  veffels  the  Indians  had  carried 
fo  far  up  the  bay,  above  the  harbour  of  Malagam,  that 
they  were  out  of  his  reach  and  he  had  not  men  fuiScient 
to  land,  the  enemy  being  very  numerous. 

The  lofs  of  fo  many  men  enraged  them  and  they  had 
determined  to  revenge  themfelyes  upon  the  poor  fifher- 
men,  above  twenty  of  whom  yet  remained  prifoners,  at 
Malagafh  harbour,  and  they  were  all  deftined  to  ^e 
facrificed  tp  the  manes  of  thp  {lain  Indians.  The  po- 
wowing  and  other  ceremonies  were  performing,  when 
Capt.  Blin,  in  a  {loop,  appeared  off  the  harbour  and 
made  the  figrjal  or  fent  in  a  token  which  had  been  agreed 
Upon  between  him  and  the  Indians,  when  he  was  their 
prifoner,  llioulfl  be  his  protection.  Three  of  the  Indians 
went  aboard  his  veiTel  and  agreed  for  the  ranfom  both  of 
veffels  and  captives,  which  were  delivered  to  him  and 
the  ranfom  paid.  In  his  way  to  Bofton  he  made  prifo- 
ners of  three  or  four  Indians  near  Cape-Sables  and, 
about  the  fame  time,  Capt.  Sonthack  took  two  canoes  with 
three  Indians  in  each,  one  of  which  was  killed  a^nd  the 
other  five  brought  to  Boflon. 

This  Nova-Scotia  affair  proved  very  unfortunate  for 
the  Indians.  The  MafTachufeto  frontiers  afforded  them 
iefs  plunder,  but  they  were  in  M*  danger.  On  the  1 6th 
of  September,  between  four  and  live  hundred  Indian: 
were  difcovered  upon  Arowilck  ifland,  by  a  party  of  foi- 
diers  employed  as  a  guard  to  the  inhabitants  while  at 
their  labour.  They  immediately  made  an  alarm,  by  fir-* 
mg  fome  of  their  guns,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  ifland, 
by  this  means,  had  fufficicnt  notice  to  (belter  themielves 
in  the  fort  or  garrifon  houfe  and  alio  to  fecure  part  of 
their  goods,  before  the  enemy  came  upon  them. 

They  fired,  fome  time,  upon  the  fort  and  killed  or.e 
man,  after  which  they  fell  to  deftroying  the  cattle,  about 
<ro  head,  znd  plundering  the  houfes,  and  fet  fire  to  26 
houfes,  the  flames  of  which  the  owners  beheld  from  the 
fort,  lamenting  the  infufficiency  of  their  numbers  to  (ally 
out  }mi  prevent  the  mifchicf-  Tuj^e 
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These  were  the  Indians  which  put  a  flop  to  the  *1*2* 
march  to  Penobfcqt.f  There  were  in  the  fort  about  40 
foldiers,  under  Capt.  Robert  Temple  and  Capt.  Penhal- 
low.  Capt.  Temple  was  a  gentleman,  who  came  over 
from  Ireland  with  an  intent  to  fettle  the  country  with  a 
great  number  of  families  from  the  north  or  Ireland,  but 
this  rupture  with  the  Indians  broke  his  meafures  and, 
haying  been  an  officer  in  the  army,  Col  Shute  gave  him 
a  command  here.  Walton  and  Harman,  upon  the  firft 
alarm,  made  all  the  difpatch  they  could  and,  before  nighr, 
came  to  theifland  in  two  whaleboats  with  30  men  more. 
With  their  joint  force  the  Englifh  made  an  attempt  to 
repel  the  enemy,  but  the  difproportion  in  numbers  was 
fuch  that,  in  a  bum.  fight  or  behind  trees,  there  was  no 
chance  and  the  Englifh  retreated  to  the  fort.  The 
enemy  drew  off  the  fame  night  and,  pairing  up  Kenne- 
beck  riyer,  met  the  province  floop  and  firing  upon  her 
killed  the  matter,  Bartholomew  Stretton,  and  then  made 
an  attempt  upon  Richmond  fort,  and  from  thence  went 
to  the  village  of  Norridgewock,  their  head  quarters. 

A  man  was  killed   at  Berwick,  which  was  the  lafl 
mifchief  done  by  the  enemy  this  firfl  year  of  the  war. 

When  the  general  court  met  in  May,*  next  year,  no 
advice  had  been  received  of  any  meafures  taken  by  the 
governor  in  England.  The  houfe  chofe  their  fpeaker 
and  placed  him  in  the  chair  without  prefenting  him  to 
the  lieut.  governor,  which  he  took  no  notice  of.  They 
continued  their  claim  to  a  fhare  in  the  direction  of  the 
war  and  infilled,  that  if  any  propqfals  of  peace  mould  be 
made  by  the  Indians,  they  fhould  be  communicated  to 
the  houfe  and  approved  by  them.  They  repeated  alfo 
a  vote  for  a  committee  of  the  two  houfes,  to  meet  in  the 
recefs  of  the  court  and  to  fettle  plans  for  managing  the 
arfairs  of  the  war,  which  the  lieut.  governor  was  to  carry 
into  execution,  but  in  this  the  council  again  noncon- 
cur red, 
f  Page  281. 
tf   Col.  ByfielJ,  who  had  been  repeatedly  refufed  by   Gov.   Sm:1*, 

being  this  year  again  chofen  to  the  council,  the  lieut.  gcv^ijpoc 

thought  fit  Co  ttfeife Vis  cors&ri$  alfo, 
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1723.  curred.  The  lieutenant  governor's  feal  being  affixed  to 
a  belt  given  to  the  delegates  from  the  Iroquois,  who  came 
to  Bofton  to  a  conference,  the  houfe  paffed  a  refolve 
"  that  the  feal  be  defaced  and  that  the  feal  of  the  pro- 
vince be  affixed  to  the  belt,  as  the  committee  of  the 
two  houfes  have  agreed,"  and  fent  the  refolve  to  the 
council  for  their  concurrence.  The  council,  inflead  of 
concurring,  voted,  as  well  they  might,  that  the  refolve 
contained  juft  matter  of  offence  and  therefore  they  de- 
fired  the  houfe  to  withdraw  it.  This  produced  ano- 
ther refolve  from  the  houfe  frill  higher,  "  that  the 
affixing  a  private  feal,f  contrary  to  the  agreement  of  a 
committee,  was  a  high  affront  and  indignity  to  them, 
and  therefore  they  veryjuftly  expected  the  advifers  and 
promoters  thereof  to  be  made  known  to  the  houfe. 
There  was  a  double  error  in  this  tranfaclion  of  the  houfe, 
the  lieutenant  governor  having  the  unqueflionable  right 
of  ordering  the  form  of  proceeding  in  treaties  or  con- 
ferences of  this  kind,  and  the  houfe  having  no  authority 
to  direct  the  king's  feal  to  be  applied  to  any  purpofe,  the 
governor  being  the  keeper  of  the  feal,  and  although  in 
common  parlance,  called  the  province  feal,  which  1  fup- 
pofe  led  to  the  mi  (take  yet  is  properly  fpeaking  the 
king's  feal  for  the  ufe  of  the  province. 

The  lieutenant  governor  took  no  publick  exception 
to  any  votes  of  the  houfe  this  feffion,  which  we  mult 
prefume  to  be  owing  to  his  apprehenftons  that,  in  a  Ihort 
time,  a  full  confideration  would  be  had  in  England  of 
matters  of  the  fame  nature  during  Col.  Shute's  admini- 
flration.  Before  the  next  feffion  of  the  general  court 
(Och  23d)  the  agent  Mr.  Sanderfon  tranfmitted  to  the 

fpeaker, 
f  This  was  an  equivocal  exprelnon.  It  migbt  be  called  the 
governor's  private  feal  in  contradiftinclion  to  the  king's  feal, 
of  which  he  is  the  keeper,  but  it  was  ufed  by  the  governor  as  3 
public  perfon,  all  military  commitTions,  treaties,  &c.  being  in 
the  name  of  the  governor  and  under  his  own  feal,  by  virtue 
of  authority  derived  from  the  crown.  Civil  commifiions  and 
other  instruments,  in  the  king's  name  and  with  the  governor's 
tell,  have  the  king's  feal,  appointed  by  h,ita  for  the  proyin??, 
ftffv^d  to  them. 
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fpeaker,  copy  of  the  heads  of  complaint  exhibited  agamft  1725. 
the  houfe  for  encroaching  upon  his  majedy's  prerogative 
fc  feven  indances. 

"  id,  In  their  behaviour  with  refpecl:  to  the  trees  re» 
ferved  for  mails  for  the  royal  navy. 

2d,  For  refufing  to  admit  the  governor's  negative 
upon  their  choice  of  a  fpeaker. 

3d,  Assuming  power  in  the  appointment  of  days 
for  fading  and  thankfgiving. 

4th,  Adjourning  themfelves  to  a  didant  day  by 
their  own  aft. 

5th,  Dismantling  forts  and  directing  the  artillery 
and  warlike  dores  to  other  than  the  cudody  of  the  cap- 
tain general  or  his  order. 

6th,  Suspending  military  officers  and  refufing  their 

7th,  Appointing  committees  of  their  own  to  direcl: 

and  muder  his  majedy's  forces." 

The  houfe  voted  the  Complaint  groundlefs,  and  or- 
dered one  hundred  pounds  derling  to  be  remitted  San- 
derfon,  to  enable  him.  to  employ  council  to  judify  the 
proceedings  of  the  houfe.  The  vote  being  fent  to  the 
council  was  unanimously  nonconcured. 

The  houfe  then  prepared  an  anfwer  to  the  feveral 
articles  of  complaint  and  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  to  which 
they  iikewife  defired  the  concurrence  or  approbation  of 
the  council,  but  they  were  difapproved  and  fent  back 
with  a  vote  or  melTage  that  "  in  faithfulnefs  to  the  pro- 
vince and  from  a  tender  regard  to  the  houfe  of  repre» 
ientatives,  the  board  cannot  but  declare  and  give  as  their 
opinion,  that  the  anfwer  is  not  likely  to  recommend  this 
government  and  people  to  the  grace  and  favor  of  his 
maj edy,  but  on  the  contrary,  has  a  tendency  to  render 
us  obnoxious  to  the  royal  difpleafure."  N 

The  houfe,  however,  ordered  the  anfwer  and  addref> 
to  be  figned  by  the  fpeaker  and  forwarded  to  Mr.  San- 
d-ifotij,  to  be  improved  as  they  fliould  order, 
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The  council,  thereupon  prepared  a  feperate  addrefs 
$o  his  majefty  and  tranfmitted  it  to  the  governor,  The 
nonconcurrence  of  council,  with  thefe  meafures  of  the 
houfe,  was  refented  and  the  houfe  defired  to  know  what 
part  of  their  anfwer  had  a  tendency  to  render  the  go- 
vernment and  people  obnoxious.  Here  the  couricil,very 
prudently,  avoided  engaging  in  controverfy  with  the 
houfe.  "  It  was  not  their  defign  to  enter  into  a  detail, 
but  only  to  intimate  their  opinion,  that  confidering  the 
prefent  circumftances  of  affairs,  fome  better  method 
might  betaken  than  an  abfolure  justification."  They 
had  (hewn  their  difiatisfaction  with  the  conduct  of  the 
houfe,  in  every  article  which  furnimed  matter  for  the 
complaint,  except  that  of  the  fpeaker,  anq  did  all  in  their 
power  to  prevent  them,  but,  now  this  conduct  was  im- 
peached, the  arguments  u fed  by  the  council  in  a  difpute 
with  the  houfe  might  be  fufRcient  to  juftify  the  council 
and  fet  their  conduct  in  an  advantageous  light,  but  they 
would  flrengthen  and  increafe  the  prejudice  againft  the 
country  in  general.  This  was  an  inftance  of  public 
fpirit  worthy  of  imitation. 

The  houfe  then  refolved  "  that  being  apprehend ve 
that  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  the  people  are  {truck 
at  by  governor  Shute's  memorial  to  his  majefty,  it  is 
therefore  their  duty  as  well  as  interefl  to  fend  fomefuit- 
able  perfon  or  perfons  from  hence,  to  ufe  the  bed 
method  that  may  be  to  defend  the  conftitution  and 
charter  privileges."  They  had  no  power  over  the 
treafury,  without  the  council,  and  therefore  fent  this  vote 
for  concurrence,  but  it  was  refufed  and  the  following 
vote  palTed  in  council  inftead  of  it.  "  The  liberties  and 
privileges  of  his  majefty's  good  fubjecls  of  this  province 
being  in  danger,  at  this  prefent  critical  conjuncture  of 
our  public  affairs  at  the  court  of  Great-Britain,  and  it 
being  our  duty  as  well  as  interefl  to  ufe  the  beil  methods 
that  may  be  in  defence  of  the  fame,  and  whereas  Jere- 
miah Dummer,  Efcti  the  agent  gf  this  court,  is  a  perfon. 
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of  great  knowledge  and  long  experience  in  the  affairs 
of  the  province,  and  has  greatly  merited  of  this  people, 
by  his  printed  defence  of  the  charter,  and  may  reafona- 
bly  be  fuppofed  more  capable  of  ferving  us,  in  this  exi- 
gence, than  any  perfon  that  may  be  fent  from  hence, 
voted,  that  the  faid  Mr.  agent  Dummer  be  directed  to 
appear  in  behalf  of  the  province,  for  the  defence  of  the 
charter,  according  to  filch  inftruc"Hbns  as  he  (hall  rece'ivfi 
from  this  court."  This  vote  plainly  intimated,  that  oy 
the  late  conduct  of  thehoufe  the  charter  of  the  province 
was  in  danger,bilt  the  houfe  feem  to  have  overlooked  it 
and  concurred  with  an  amendment,*  that  Mr.  Sanderfoti 
and  a  perfon  fent  from  hence  be  joined  with  Mr.  Dum- 
mer." The  council  agreed,  that  a  perfon  fhould  be 
fent  home,  but  refufed  to  join  Sanderfon.  Before 
the  houfe  palled  upon  this  amendment,  they  made  a  fur- 
ther trial  to  obtain  an  independency  of  the  council  and 
voted,  that  there  (hould  be  paid  out  of  the  treafury,  td 
the  fpeaker  of  the  houfe,  three  hundred  pounds  flerling, 
to  be  applied  as  the  houfe  fhould  order.  Near  three 
weeks  were  fpent  m  altercations  upon  this  fubjecl:,  be- 
tween the  council  and  the  houfe,  at  length  it  was  agreed 
that  one  hundred  pounds  fhould  beat  the  difpofal  of  the 
houfe  and  two  hundred  to  be  paid  to  fitch  agents  as* 
ihould  be  chofen  by  the  whole  court.  Thehoufe  were 
in  arrears  to  Sanderfon,  which  they  wanted  this  money 
to  difcharge,  and  then  were  content  to  drop  him* 

The 

#  I  havtf  a  paper  which  I  fuppofe  was  given  to  the  lords  chief 
juftices  and  the  attorney  and  foilicitor  general,  before  the- 
draught  of  the  province  charter  was  fettled,  and  which  con- 
tains a  variety  of  propofals  for  alterations  and  additions,  each 
of  which  are  marked  in  the  margin  with  a  hand  that  refembfes 
Sir  George  Treby's,  feme  are  faid  to  be  already  done,  others 
marked  Qi*.  fome  intended  and  fome  to  be  propofed,  among 
the  latter  1  find  the  following.  "  The  aflembly  or  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  people  to  have  power  to  appoint  and  maintain 
agents  on  their  behalf  in  England,  allowing  them  fix  hundred, 
pounds  per  annum,  though  the  governor  ihould  not  confess 
thereunto." 
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$723.  The  manner  of  chufing  civil  officers  had  been  by  t 
joint  vote  or  ballot  of  council  and  houfe.  This  gives  a 
great  advantage  to  the  houfe  who  are  four  times  the 
number  of  the  board.  But  to  be  more  fure  of  the  per- 
fon  the  majority  of  the  houfe  were  fond  of,  they  chofe 
Mr.  Cooke  for  agent  and  fent  the  vote  to  the  board  for 
concurrence.  The  council  non-concurred  and  infifted 
on  proceeding  in  the  ufual  way*  which  the  houfe  were 
obliged  to  comply  with.  Thechoice,however,fell  upon  the 
fame  perfon  and  he  failed  for  London  the  1 8th  of  January. 

Col.  Weftbrook  with  230  men  fet  out  from  Kene- 
beck  the  nth  February  this  year,  with  fmall  weKds  and 
whale-boats,  and  ranged  the  coaft,  as  far  eafl  as  Mount 
Defart.  Upon  his  return,  he  went  up  Penobfcot  fiver 
where,  about  32  miles  from  the  anchoring  place  of  the 
tranfports,  he  difcovered  the'  Indian  caftle  or  fortrefs, 
walled  with  (lockadoes,  about  70  feet  in  length  and  50 
in  breadth,  which  inelofed  23  well  finifhed  wigwam?, 
Without,  was  a  church  60  feet  long  and  30  broad,  very 
decently  finifhed  within  and  without,  alio  a  very  commo- 
dious houfe  in  which  the  pried  dwelt.  All  wasdeferted, 
and  all  the  fuccefs  attending  this  expedition  was  the 
burning  the  village.  The  forces  returned  to  St.  Georges 
the  20th  of  March. 

CaI»taik  Harman  was  intended,  with  about  120 
Inen,  for  Norridgewock,  at  the  fame  time,  and  fet  out  the 
6th  Feb.  but  the  rivers  were  fo  open  and  the  ground 
fo  full  of'  water,  that  they  could  neither  pafs  by  water, 
nor  land  and,  having  with  great  difficulty  reached  to  the 
tipper  falls  of  Amafcoggin,  they  divided  into  fcouting 
parties  and  returned  without  feeing  any  of  the  enemy. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  engage  the  fix  nations  and 
the  Scatacook  Indians  in  the  war,  and  commhTioners* 
were  fent  to  Albany  impowered  to  promife  a  bounty  for 
every  fcalp  if  they  would  go  out  again  ft  the  enemy,  but 
they  had  no  further  fuccefs  than  a  propofal  to  fend  a 
large  number  of  delegates  to  Bofton. 

Tm 

*  Wr-in*r&  Tsitff  afccf  Spencer  Phips,  E%Vsa 
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The  commiflioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  Albany  had  172; 
the  command  of  the  fix  nations  and  would  not  have 
faffered  them  to  engage  in  war  if  they  had  inclined  to  it. 
The  MaiTachufets  commiflioners  were  amufed  and  a  large 
fum  was  drawn  from  the  government  in  valuable  prefents 
to  no  purpofe.  No  lefs  than  fixty  three  Indians  came  to 
Bofton,  Auguft  2  1  ft,  the  general  court  then  lifting.  A 
very  formal  conference  was  held  with  them,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  whole  court,  but  the  delegates  would  not 
involve  their  principals  in  war ;  if  any  of  their  young-  men 
inclined  to  go  out,  with  any  parties  of  the  Englifh,  they 
were  at  liberty  and  might  do  as  they  pleafed.  Two 
young  fellows  offered  their  fervice  and  were  (em  down 
to  fort  Richmond  on  Kenebeck  river.  Capt.  Heath  the 
commander  ordered  his  enfign  (Coleby)  and  three  of  the 
garrifon  to  go  up  the  river  with  them.  After  they  had 
travelled  a  league  from  the  fort  they  judged  by  the  fmell 
of  fire,  that  a  party  of  the  enemy  muft  be  near.  The 
Mohawks  would  go  no  further  until  they  were  flreng- 
theried  by  more  men  and  fent  to  the  fort  for  a  whale- 
boat,  with  as  many  men  as  fhe  could  carry.  Thirteen 
men  were  fent  and,  foon  after  they  hai  joined  the  firfl: 
party,  aboM  thirty  of  the  enemy  appeared  and,  after  a 
•  fmart  fkirmifh,  fled  to  their  canoes,  carrying  off  two  of 
their  company  dead  or  fo  badly  wounded  as  to  be  una- 
ble to  walk,  and  leaving  their  packs  behind.  Coleby, 
who  commanded  the  party,  was  killed  and  two  others 
wounded.  The  Mohawks  had  enough  of  the  fervice" 
and  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  tarry  any  longer  and 
were  fent  back  to  Boffon. 

Small  parties  of  the  enemy  kept  the  frontiers  iff 
conftam  terror  and  now  and  then  met  with  fucceis. 

In  April,  they  killed  and  took  eight  perfons  at  Scar- 
borough and  Falmouth.  Among  the  dead,  was  the' 
ferjeant  of  the  fort,  Chubb,  whom  the  Indians  took  to  be 
capt.  Harman  and  no  lefs  than  15  of  them  aimed  at  him, 
at  the  fame  time,  and  lodged  eleven  bullets  in  his  body.- 
This  was  lucky  for  ths  reft,  many  more  efcaping  to  the 


304  The     HISTORY     o? 

*723-  fort  than  would  otherwifc  have  done.     In  May;  the) 
killed  two  at  or  near  Berwick,  one -at  Wells  and  two  tra- 
velling between  York  and  Wells.     In  June,  they  came 
to  Roger  Dering's  garrifon,  at  Scarborough,  killed   his 
wife  and  took  three  of  his  children,  as  they  were  picking 
berries,  and  killed  two  other  perfons.     In  July,  Domini- 
cus  Jordan,  a  principal  inhabitant  and  proprietor  of  Saco, 
was  attacked   in  his  field,  by  five  Indians,  but  keeping 
his  gun  con  (Ian  tly  prefented,  without  firing,  they  did  not 
care  to  clofe   in   with   him  and  after  receiving   three 
wounds  he  recovered  the  garrifon;    In  Auguft,  the  ene- 
my appeared  weftward  and*  the  13th  killed  two  men  at 
North  field  and,  the  next  day,  a  father  and  four  of  his 
fons,  making  hay  in  a  meadow  at  Rutland,  were  futprized 
by  about  a  dozen  Indians.     The  father  efcaped  in  the 
bufhes,  but  the  four  fons  fell  a  prey  to  the  enemy.  Mr* 
Willard,  the  minifterof  Rutland,  being  abroad,  armed, 
fell  into  their  hands alfo,  having  killed  one  and  wounded 
another  before  he  was  (lain  himfeif.     The  laft  of  the 
month,  they  killed  a  man  at  Cochecho  and  killed  or  car- 
ried away  another  at  Arundel   The  eleventh  of  October, 
about  70  of  the  enemy  attacked  the  blockhoufe  above 
Northfield  and  killed  and  wounded  four  or  five  of  the 
Englifh.      Col.  Stoddard  marched  immediately  with  50 
men  from  Northampton  to  reinforce  Northfield,  50  men 
belonging  to  Connecticut  having  been  drawn  off  the  day 
before.     Juftice  mould  be  done  to  the  government  of 
Connecticut.      Their    frontiers  were   covered  by   the 
MafTachufets  and,  if  they  had    not  contributed  to  the 
charge  of  the  war,  it  was  not  probable  that  the  MafTa- 
chufets people  would  have  drawn  in  and  left  Connecticut 
frontiers   expofed.     Neverthelefs,    they    generally,    at 
the  requefl  of  the  MafTachufets,  fent  forces,  every  year 
during   the  fummer,  in  this  and  former  wars,  and  paid 
their    wages,  the  provisions    being  furnifhed   by    this 
government. 

In  October,  the  enemy  furprized  one  Cogfwell  ancf 
a  boat's  crew  which  were  witlx  hira  at  Mount  Defaru 

December 
# 
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December  25th,  about  frxty  Indians  laid  fiege  to   the  1723* 
fort  at  Mufcongus  or  St.  Georges.     They  furprized  and 
took  two  of  the  garrilbn,  who  informed  them  the  fort 
was  in  a  miferable  condition,  but  the  chief  officer  there, . 

Kennedy,  being  a  bold  refolute  man,  the  garrifoa 

held  out  until  Col.  Wellbrook  arrived,  with  force  fufR- 
cient  to  fcatter  the  befiegers  and  put  them  to  flight. 

This  furrimer  alfo,  July  14th,  the  Indians  furprizei 
One  Capt.  Watkins,  who  was  on  a  fifiiing  voyage  at  Canfd,. 
and  killed  him  and  three  or  fbiir  of  his  family  upoa. 
Durell's  ifland. 

t)ouGLAss  ahd  other  writers  applaud  the  admini- 
stration for  conducting  this  war  with  great  fkilf. 
The  French  could  not  join  the  Indians,  as  in  formers 
wars.  Parties  of  the  Engliili  kept  upon  the  march, 
backwards  and  forwards,  but  faw  no  Indians.  Capf. 
Moulton  went  up  to  Norridgewock  and  brought  away 
forrie  books  and  papers  of  the  jefuit  Ralle,  which 
di  (covered  that  the  French  were  the  inftigators  of  the 
Indians  to  the  war>  but  he  faw  none  of  the  enemy.  Hei 
came  off  without  deftroying  their  houfes  and  church. 
Moulton  was  a  difcreet,  as  well  is  brave,  man,  and  proba* 
bly  imagined  this  inftanceof  his  moderation  would  pro-* 
voke^  in  the  Indians,  the  like  fpirit  towards  theEng!ifh.f 

Vol.  II.  X  The 

^  Do&or  Increafe  Mather,  who  made  a  confiderable  figure  lot 
the  firft  part  of  our  hiftory,  died  at  Bofton  Auguft  23d,  I723» 
in  the  8;th  year  of  his  age.  He  had  been  a?  preacher  66  fears, 
and  a  minifter  of  the  fame  church  62  years-  together,  was  many1 
years  prefident  of  Harvard  college,  but  rendered  liimfelf  mod 
confpicuoUs  in  the  character  of  agent  for  the  province  in  Eng- 
land, where  his  labours  and  fervicss  for  feveral  years  were  very 
great  and  his  reward  very  fatal!. 

Auguft  2 j.  A  Nipmug  Indian^  John  Quittamug.  came  to  Boftor* 
and  was  entertained  by  feveral  gentlemen  who  accounted  hin* 
a  great  prodigy.  Forty  years  before,  he  had  been  remarked 
as  an  c>ld  Indian  and  ran  £  agw  fravs  been  above  112  years  of 
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1724-  The  next  year  was  unfavorable  to  the  Englifh  ifr 
the  former  part  of  it,  and  our  loifes,  Upon  the  whole, 
exceeded  thofe  of  the  enemy  ;  but  a  fuccefsful  ftroke  or 
iwo  againd  them,  in  the  courfe  of  the  year,  made  them 
weary  of  war  and  were  the  means  of  an  accommodation,- 

The  23d  of  March  they  killed Smith,  ferjeant  of 

trie  fort  at  Cape  Porpoife.  In  April  one  Mitchell  was 
killed  at  Black-point  and  two  of  his  ions  taken,  and  about 
the  fame  time  John  Felt,  William  Wormwell  and  Ebe- 
Bezer  Lewis  were  killed  at  a  faw  mill  on  Kennebeck 
river,  and  one  Thomfon  at  Berwick  met  with  the  fame 
fate  in  May,  and  one  of  his  children  was  carried  into 
captivity,  another  child  was  fcalped  and  left  on  the* 
ground  for  dead,  but  foon  after  was  taken  up  and  carried 
home  alive.  In  the  fame  month,  they  killed  elder  Knock, 
at  Lamprey  river,  George  Chapley  and  a  young  woman 
at  Oyfter-river,  as  they  were  going  home  from  public 
wormip,  and  took  prifoner"?  a  man  and  three  boys  aj; 
Kingfton.  The  beginning  of  June  a>  fcout  of  30  men, 
from  Oyfter-river,  were  attacked  before  they  left  the 
houfes,  and  two  men  were  (not  down.'  The  reft  rair 
upon  the  Indians  and  put  them;  to  flight,  leaving  their 
packs  and  one  of  their  company  who  was  killed  in  the 
ikirmiih.  One  Englifhman  was  killed  and  two  taken  pri- 
foners  at  Hatfield,  another,  with  a  friend  Indian  and  their 
horfes.  were  killed  between  Northfield  and  Beerfield. 

This 

age.  He  conflantly  affirmed  that  in  the  year  1630,  upon  2! 
meflfage  from  the  Englifli  that  they  were  in  want  of  corn,  foon' 
after  their  arrival,  he  went  with  hisfather  toBoftbn  andcarriecT 
from  the  Nipinug  country  a  bufhel  and  an  half  of  corn  all' 
the  way  upon  his  back,  that  there  was  then  only  one  cellar  be- 
gan in  the  town  and  that  fomewhere  near  the  common.  He 
was  in  good  health,  his  understanding  and  memory  intire,  and' 
travelled  on  foot  10  miles  a  day.  He  lived  near  the  town  of 
Woodftock.  His  journey  to  Bofton  proved  as  fatal  to  him  as 
old  Thomas  Parrs  journey  to  London,  furviving  it  a  very  (hort 
time  after  his  return  home,  having  been  feafted  by  fome  of 
tfte  principal  geutkraea  here  as  Parr  had  besa  at  Londoa. 
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This  month,  news  was  brought  toBoftoh  of  thelofs  172^ 
£f  Capt.  Jofiah  Window*  and  13  of  his  company, 
belonging  to  the  fort  at  St.  George's  river.  There 
went  oiit  17  men  in  two  whaleboats,  April  30.  The 
Indians,  itfeem.',  watched  their  motions  and  waited  the 
moil  convenient  rime  and  place  to  attack  them.  The 
next  day,  as  they  were  upon  their  return,  they  found 
themfelves,  on  a  hidden,  firf  rounded  with  30  canoes, 
whofe  complement  mult  be  an  hundred  Indians.  They 
Attempted  to  land,  but  Were  intercepted,  and  nothing  re- 
mained but  to  fell  their  lives  as  dear  as  they  could. 
They  made  a  gallant  defence,  and  the  bravery  of  the 
captain  wits,  in  in  efpecial  manner,  applauded.  Every 
Englishman*  was  killed.  Three  Indians,  I  fuppofe  of 
thofe  called  the  Cape- Ann  Indians,  who  were  of  the 
company,  made  their  efoipe  and  carried  to  the  fort  the 
melancholy  news. 

Encouraged  by  this  fuccefs,  the  enemy  made  a. 
{[ill  greater  attempt,  by  water,  feized  two  (hallops  at  the 
jflles  of  Shoals  and,  afterwards,  ether  fifhing  velTels  irt 
other  harbours  and,  among  the  reft,  a  large  fchooner 
with  two  fwive.l  guns,  which  they  manned  and  cruized 
about  the  coail.  A  fmall  force  was  thought  fufficient 
to  conquer  rh'efe  rawfailors  and  the  lieutenant  governor 
,  commjilioned  Dcclror  jackibn,of  the  province  of  Main,  int. 
A  fmall  fchooner  with  20  men,  and  Silvanus  Lakeman,  of 
Ipfwich,  in  a  (hailop  wiih  1 6  men,  to  go  in  queft  of  them,; 
They  foott  came  up  with  them  and,  not  long  after,  re- 
turned with  their  rigging  much  damaged  by  the  fwive! 

X  2  guns,- 

*  Capt.  Winnow  was  a  young  gentleman  who  had  juft  left  the 
college,  but  having  a  mind  formed  for  acVton  engaged  in  the 
fervice  of  his  country  and  loft  his  life.  His  father  was  then  of 
the  council.  His  grandfather,  for  many  years,-  and  his  great; 
grandfather  tor  two  years,  were  governors  of  Pliniouth  colony.; 
The  latter,  as  we  obferved  in  the  firft  part  of  our  hiftory,  diedf 
a  commiiHoner  under  Cromwell.  General  VV inflow,  who  ha<J 
the  command  or  the  provincial  forces  at  Fort  Edward  in  1757* 
is  younger  brother  to  'Capt,  Winflow  aad  jpc.Ce(Tes  the  fr&gr 
.Tnartial  faint; 
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17J4  guns,  and  Jackfon  and  feveral  of  his  men  wounded,  and 
could  give  no  other  account  of  the  enemy  than  that  they 
had  gone  into  Penobfcot. 

The  Seahorfe  man  of  war  Capt.  DuvrcII,  being  thea 
upon  the  Bofton  flation,  the  lieutenant,  matter  and  maf- 
ter's  mate,  each  of  them  took  the  command  of  a  fmali 
vefTel  with  30  men  each,  and  went  after  the  Indians* 
but,  it's  probable,  they  were  foon  tired  of  this  new  bufi- 
nefs,  for  they  were  not  to  be  founds  nor  do  we  meet  with 
any  further  intelligence  about  them.  They  took  1 1 
veilels,  with  45  men,  22  of  whom  they  kiHed,  and  car- 
lied  23  into  captivity. 

At  Grot  on  they  killed  one  man  and  left  dead  one  o£ 
their  own  number.  Augnft:  3d,  they  killed  three,  wound- 
ed one  and  made  another  prifoner  at  Rutland^  The  6tb, 
four  of  them  came  upon  a  fmali  houfe  in  Oxford,  which 
was  built  under  a  hill.  They  made  a  breach  in  the  roof* 
and,  as  one  of  them  was  attempting  to  enter,  he  received 
a  {hot  in  his  belly,  from  a  courageous  woman,  the  only 
perfon  in  the  houfe,  but  who  had  two  miifkets  and  two 
piflols  charged  and  was  prepared  for  all  four,  but  they 
thought  fit  to  retreat  carrying  oil  the  dead  or  wounded 
man.  The  1 6ch  a  man  was  killed  at  Berwick,  another 
wounded  and  a  third  carried  away*  The  26th,  one  was 
killed  and  another  wounded  at  Northampton  and  the; 
27th,  the  enemy  came  to  the  houfe  of  John  Hanfon,  one 
of  the  people  called  quakers,  at  Dover,  and  killed  or 
carried  away  his  wife,  maid  and*  fix  children,  the  man 
bimfelf  being  at .  the  friends  meeting.* 

Discouraged  with  the  inerTe&ud!  attempts  to  in- 
tercept the  enemy,  by  parties  of  our  forces  marching 
upon  the  back  of  the  frontiers,  another  expedition  was 
refolved  upon,  in  order  to  furprize  them  in  their  princi- 
pal village  at  Norridgewock.  -p 

*  Hanfon  went  afterwards  to  Canada  and  redeemed  his  wife, 
three  of  his  children  and  the  maid.  Two  of  his  fons  were 
killed,  a  daughter  of  1 7  years  of  age  he  was  obliged  to  leave  in 
their  hands.  The  Indians  would  permit  him  to  fee  and  con- 
Terfe  with  Tier,  but  would  not  part  with  her  upon  any  terras. 
£>;lt<?CTtn<*  enough  ! 
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Pour  companies,  confiding  in  the  whole  of  208  men, 
Were  ordered  up  the  river  Kenebeck,  under  Capt.  Harman, 
Captain  Moulton,  Captain  Bourn  and  lieutenant  Bean. 
Three  Indians,  of  the  fix  nations,  were  prevailed  with 
to  accompany  our  forces.     The  different  accounts  given 
by  the  French  and  Englifh  of  this  expedition  may  afford 
fome  entertainment.     Charlevoix,  who  1  fuppofe  was 
about  that  time  in  Canada  and  might  receive  there  or 
from  thence  the  account  given  by  the  Indians  themfelves, 
relates  it  in  this  manner.  "  The  23d  of  Augu(t,f  1724, 
eleven  hundred  men,  part  Englifti,  part  Indians,  came  up 
to  Norridgewock.     The  thickets,  with  which  the  Indian 
village  was  furrounded,  and  the  little  care  taken  by  the 
inhabitants  to  prevent  a  furprize,  caufed  that  the  enemy 
Were  not  difcovered,  until  the  very    inflant  when  they 
made  a  general  difcharge  of  their  guns  and  their  fliot 
had  penetrated  all  the  Indian  wigwams.     There  were 
not  above  fifty  fighting  men  in  the  village.     Thefe  took 
ro  their  arms  and  ran  out  in  confufion,   not  with  any 
expectation  of  defending  the  place  againfl  an  enemy  who 
were  already  in  poffefTion,  but  to  favor  the  efcape  of 
their  wives,    their   old   men  and  children,  and  to  give 
them  time   to  recover  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  of 
which  theEpglifhhad  not  then  poffefTed  themfelves. 

"  Th  e  noife  and  tumult  gave  father  Ralle  notice  Gf 
the  danger  his  converts  were  in.  Not  intimidated,  he 
went  to  meet  the  enemy,  in  hopes  to  draw  all  their  at- 
tention to  himfelf  and  fecure  his  flock  at  the  peril  of  his 
own  life.  He  was  not  difappointed.  Aflbon  as  he 
appeared,  the  Englifh  fet  up  a  great  fhout,  which  was 
followed  by  a  (hower  of  fhot,and  he  fell  down  dead  near 
to  a  crofs  which  he  had  erected  in  the  midft  of  the  vil- 
lage, feven  Indians,  who  accompanied,  him  to  fhelter 
him  with  their  own  bodies,  falling  dead  round  about 
him.  Thus  died  this  kind  fhepherd,  giving  his  life  for 
his  fheep,  after  a  painful  miflion  of  thirty  feven  years. 
The  Indians,  who  were  all  in  the  greateft  con  ft  er  nation 

X  3  a; 

I  j2tl>  old  flile. 
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?7H-  at  his  death,  immediately  took  to  flight  and  croffed  the 
river,  fome  fwimming  and  others  fording.  The  enemy 
purfued  them,  until  they  had  entered  far  into  the  woods, 
where  they  again  gathered  together  to  the  number  of 
an  hundred  and  fifty."*  Altho'  more  than  two  thoufand 
fliot  had  been  fired  upon  them,  yet  there  were  no  more 
than  thirty  killed  and  fourteen  wounded.  The  Engliih, 
finding  they  had  no  body  left  to  refill:  them,  fell  firft  to 
pillaging  and  then  burning  the  wigwams.  They  fpared 
the  church,  fo  long  as  was  neceiTary  for  their  ihamefully 
profaning  the  facred  yeiTels  and  the  adorable  body  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  and  then  fet  fire  to  it.  At  length  they 
withdrew,  with  fo  great  precipitation  that  it  \va£  rather 
a  flight,  and  they  feemed  to  be  {truck  with  a  perfect 
panick.  The  Indians  immediately  returned  to  their 
village,  where  they  made  it  their  firft  care  to  weep  over 
the  body  of  their  holy  miffionary,  whjlfl  their  women 
were  looking  out  for  herbs  and  plants  for  healing  the 
wounded.  They  found  him  {hot  in  a  thoufand  places, 
fcalped,  his  {kull  broke  to  pieces  with  the  plows  of  hat- 
chets, his  iuouth  and  eyes  full  of  niud,  the  bones  of  his 
legs  fractured  and  all  his  members  mangled  an  hundred 
different  ways.  Thus  was  a  prieit  treated  in  his  million, 
at  the  foot  of  a  crofs,  by  thofe  very  men  who  have 
fo  ilrongly  exaggerate^  the  pretended  inhumanity  of 
our  Indians,  who  have  never  made  fuch  carnage  upon 
the  dead  bodies  of  their  enemies.  After  his  converts 
had  railed  up  and  oftentimes  kiffed  the  precious  remains, 
■fo  tenderly  and  fo  juftly  beloved  by  them,  they  buried 
him  in  the  fame  place  where,  the  evening  before,  he  had 
celebrated  the  facred  myileries,  namely,  where  the  altar 
itood,  before  the  church  was  burnt." 

Besides  the  great  error  in  the  number  of  the 
Engliih  forces,  there  are  many  embellishments  in  this 
relation  in  favor  of  tfae  Indians  and  injurious  to  the 
fnglilh.     Not  fatisjied  with'  the  journal  alone  which 

was 
lj*  He  muff  mean  men,  women  aiicj  children,  if  ihzv?  \Tcrc  bu; 

• ;■ .    y  -     i 
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was  given  in  by  Capt.  Harman,  I  took  from  Capr.  Moul-  J  724 
.ton  as  minute  and  circumftantjal  an  account  as  he  could 
give  of  this  affair. 

The  forces  left  Richmond  fort,  on  Kennebeck  river, 
the  81  h  .of  Anguft,  O.  S.  The  9th,  they  arrived  at 
Taconick,  where  they  left  their  whaleboats,  with  a 
lieutenant  and  40  of  the  208  men  to  guard  them. 
With  the  remaining  forces,  the  10th,  they  began  their 
march,  by  land,  for  Norridgewock.  The  fame  evening, 
they  difcovered  and  fired  upon  two  Indian  women,  one 
of  them,  the  daughter  of  the  well  known  Bomazeen, 
they  killed,  the  other,  his  wife,  they  took  prifoner. 
From  her,  they  received  a  full  account  of  the  flate  of 
Norridgewock.  The  12th,  a  little  after  noon,  they 
came  near  to  the  village.  It  was  fuppofed  that  part  of 
the  Indians  might  be  at  their  corn-fields,  which  were  at 
fome  distance,  and,  therefore,  it  was  thought  proper  to 
divide  this  fmall  army.  Harman,  with  about  80  men, 
chofe  to  go  by  the  way  of  the  fields,  and  Moulton,  wich 
as  many  more,  were  left  to  march  flrait  to  the  village, 
which  about  3  o'  clock  fuddenly  opened  upon  them. 
There  was  not  an  Indian  to  be  feen,  being  all  in  their 
wigwams.  Our  men  were  ordered  to  advance  foftly 
and  to  keep  a  profound  filence.  At  length,  an  Indian 
came  out  of  one  of  the  wigwams  and,  as  he  was 
making-  water,  looked  round  him  and  difcovered  the 
Englifh  clofe  upon  him.  He  immediately  gave  the  war 
whoop  and  ran  in  for  his  gun.  The  whole  village, 
confiding  of  about  60  warriors,  befides  old  men,  women 
and  children,  took  the  alarm,  and  the  warriors  ran  to 
meet  the  Englifli,  the  reft  fled  to  faye  their  lives. 
Moulton,  inftead  of  fufiering  his  men  to  five  at  random 
through  the  wigwams,  charged  every  man  not  to  fire, 
upon  pain  of  death,  until  the  Indians  had  difcharged 
;heir  guns.  It  happened  as  he  expected  ;  in  their  fur- 
prize  they  overfhot  the  Englifh  and  not  a  man  was  hurt. 
The  Englifh  then  difcharged  in  their  turn  and  made 
great   flaughter,    but  every   man   {till  kept  his  rank. 
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1724.  The  Indians  fired  a  fecond  volley  and  immediately  lied 
towards  the  river.  Some  jumped  into  their  canoes,  but 
had  left  their  paddles  in  their  houfes,  others  took  to 
fwimming  and  fome  of  the  talleft  could  ford  the  river, 
which  was  about  60  feet  over,  and,  the  waters  being  low, 
it  was  no  where  more  than  fix  feet  deep.  The  Englifh 
purfued,  fome  fumifhed  themfelves  with  paddles  and 
took  to  the  Indian  canoes  which  were  left,  others  waded 
into  the  river.  They  fcon  drove  the  Indians  from  their 
canoes,  into  the  river,  and  fhot  them  in  the  water,  ancj 
they  conjectured  that  not  more  than  fifty  of  the  whole 
village  landed  on  the  other  fide,  and  that  fome  of  then} 
Were  killed  before  they  reached  the  woods. 

The  Englifh,  then,  returned  to  the  town,  where  they 
found  the  jefuit,  in  one  of  the  wigwams,  firing  upon  a 
few  of  our  men,  who  had  not  purfued  after  the  enemy. 
He  had  an  Englifh  boy  in  the  wigwam  with  him,  about 
14  years  of  age,  who  had  been  taken  about  6  months 
before.  This  boy  he  fhot  through  the  thigh  and; 
afterwards,  ftabbed  in  the  body,  but,  by  the  care  of  the 
furgeons,  he  recovered.  I  find  this  act  of  cruelty  ia 
the  account  given  by  Harman  upon  oath.  Moulton 
had  given  orders  not  to  kill  the  jefiu't,  but,  by  his  firing 
from  the  wigwam,  one  of  our  men  being  wounded,  a 
lieutenant,  Jaques,  flove  open  the  door  and  fhot  him 
through  the  head.  Jaques  excufed  himfelf  to  his  com- 
manding officer,  alledging  that  Ralle  was  loading  his  gun, 
when  he  entered  the  wigwam,  and  declared  tpat  he 
would  neither  give  nor  take  quarter.  Moulton  allowed 
that  fome  anfwer  was  made  by  Ralle  which  provoked 
Jaques,  but  doubted  whether  it  was  the  fame  as  reported, 
and  always  expreffed  his  difapprobation  of  the  action. 
Mog,  a  famous  old  chief  among  the  Indians,  was  fhut  up 
in  another  wigwam  and  firing  from  it  killed  one  of  the 
three  Mohawks.  His  brother  was  fo  enraged  that  he 
broke  down  the  door  and  fhot  Mog  dead.  The  Englifh, 
in  their  rage,  followed  and  kitted  the  poor  fquaw  and  two 
^elplefs  children.    Having  cleared  the  village  of  the 

caemvf 
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tfhemy,  they  then  fell  to  plundering  and  deftroying  the  i724« 
wigwams.  The  plunder  of  an  Indian  town  confided 
of  but  a  little  corn,  it  being  not  far  from  harveft,  a  few 
blankets,  kettles,  guns,  and  about  three  barrels %f  pow- 
der, all  which  was  brought  away.  New-England  pun- 
tans  thought  it  no  facrilege  to  take  the  plate  from  an 
idolatrous  roman  catholic  church,  which  I  fuppofe  was 
all  the  profanenefs  offered  to  the  facred  vefiels.  There 
were  fome  expreffions  of  zeal  againfl  idolatry,  in  breaking 
the  crucifixes  and  other  imagery  which  were  found 
there.*  The  church  itfelf,  a  few  years  before,  had 
been  built  by  carpenters  from  New-England.  Beaver 
and  other  Indian  furs  and  fkins  fet  up  the  church,  and  a 
zeal  againfl  a  falfe  religion  deftroyed  the  ornaments  of  it. 
Harma>j  and  the  men  who  went  to  the  cornfields 
did  not  come  up  till  near  night,  when  the  a&ion  was 
over.  They  all,  of  both  parties,  lodged  in  the  wig- 
wams, keeping  a  guard  of  40  men.  The  next  morning, 
they  found  26  dead  bodies,  befides  that  of  the  jefuit, 
and  had  one  woman  and  three  children  prifoners. 
Among  the  dead  were  Bomazeen,  Mog,  Job,  Carabefett, 
Wiflememet,  and  Boraazeen's  fon  in  law,  all  noted  war- 
riors. They  marched,  early,  for  Taconick,  being  in 
fome  pajn  for  their  men  and  whaleboats,  but  found  all 
fafe.  Chriflian,  one  of  the  Mohawks,  was  fent,  or  of 
his  own  accord  returned,  after  they  had  begon  their 
march,  and  fet  fire  to  the  wigwams  and  to  the  church 
and  then  joined  the  company  again,  The  1 6th  they  all 
arrived  at  Richmond  fort.  Harman  went  to  Bofton  with 
the  fcalps,  and,  being  the  chief  in  command,  was  made  a 

lieutenant 

*  When  Sir  Edmund  An°*ros  was  governor,  in  1688,  in  a  voyage 
'eaftward  in  the  Rofe  frigate,  he  put  in  to  Penobfcot,  and  find- 
ing that  Caftine  had  fled  he  entered  his  houfe  and  feized 
and  brought  away  a  quantity  of  arms,  ammunition  and 
goods,  which  were  lodged  there  for  fupplies  to  the  Indian 
enemy,  but  an  altar  with  pictures  and  other  ornaments  he  left 
untouched.  This  might  caufe  iufpicions  of  his  being  a  fa- 
vorer of  popery,  but  a  good  protectant  \v0ui4  not  have  bcej* 
capable   for  th$  fam^  tendcfncfs^  " 
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1724.  lieur.  colonel  for  an  exploit  in  which  Moulton  was  the 
principal  actor,  who  had  no  diftinguifhing  reward,  except 
the  applaufe  of  the  .country  in  general.f  This  has  often 
been  the  cafe  in  much  more  important  fervices.  The  Nor- 
ridgewock  tribe  never  made  any  figure  fince  this  blow, 

Encouraged  by  this  fuccefs,  Col.  Weftbrook  was 
ordered  to  march  with  300  men  acrofs  from  Kennebeck 
to  Penobfcot,  which  he  performed  with  no  other  ad- 
vantage than  exploring  the  country  which,  before,  was 
little  known.  Other  parties  were  ordered  up  Amafer 
conti  and  Amarefcoggin,  and  a  fecond  attempt  was  made 
upon  Norridgewock,  but  no  Indians  were  to  be  found. 

The  frontiers,  however,  continued  to  be  infefted. 
September  the  6th,  an  Engli(h  party  of  fourteen  went 
from  Dunflable  in  fearch  of  two  men  who  were  miffing. 
About  30  Indians  lay  in  wait  and  ihot  down  fix  and 
took  three  prifoners.  A  fecond  party  went  out  and  loft 
two  of  their  number.  The  weftern  frontier  feems  to 
have  been  better  guarded,  for,  although  often  alarmed, 
they  were  lefs  annoyed. 

The  government  increafed  the  premium  for  Indian 
fcalps  and  captives  to  one  hundred  pounds.  This  en- 
couraged John  Lovewell  to  raife  a  company  of  volun- 

1725.  teers,  to  go  out  upon  an  Indian  hunting.  January  5th" 
he  brought  to  Boflon  a  captive  and  a  fcalp,  both  which 
he  met  with  above  40  miles  beyon4  Winnepefiaukee 
lake.  Going  out  a  fecond  time,  he  djfcovered  ten  In- 
dians round  a  fire,  all  alleep.  He  ordered  part  of  his 
company  to  fire,  who  killed  three,  the  other  feven, 
as  they  were  rifing  up,  were  fent  to  reft  a,gain  by  the 
other  part  of  the  company  referved  fqr  that  purpofe. 
The  ten  fcalps  were  brought  to  Bofton  3d  of  March. 
Emboldened  by  repeated  fuccefs,  he  made  a  third  attempt 
and  went  out  with  33  men.    Upon  the  8th,  of  May,  they 

difcQvered 
■{-  Capt.  Moulton,  afterwards,  was,  many  years  together,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  council,  colonel  of  a  regiment  in  the  expedition  to 
Cape-Breton  in  174$,  and  with  reputation  fultained   the  firft 
military  and  civil  offices  in  the  county  of  York,     He^.died  a$ 
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iifcovered  an  Jndian  upon  a  point  of  land  which  joined 
:o  a  great  pond  or  lake.  They  had  fome  fufpicion  that 
he  was  fet  there  to  draw  them  into  a  fnare  and  that  there 
mud  be  many  Indians  near,  and  therefore  laid  down 
their  packs,  that  they  might  be  ready  foraftion,  and  then 
marched  near  two  miles  round  the  pond  to  come  at  the 
Indian  they  had  feen.  The  fellow  remained,  although 
it  was  certain  death  to  him  and,  when  the  Englifh  came 
within  gun  fhot,  difcharged  his  piece,  which  was  loaded 
with  beaver  lhor,  and  wounded  Lovewell  and  one  of  his 
men,  and  then  immediately  fell  himfelf  and  was  fcalped. 
His  name  ought  to  have  been  tranfmitted  as  well  as  that 
of  M.  Curtius  who  jumped  imp  the  gulf  or  chafm,  upon 
lefs  rational  grounds,  to  faye  his  country. 

The  Indians,  who  lay  concealed,  feized  all  the 
Englifh  pac!;s,  and  then  waited  their  return  at  a  place 
convenient  for  their  own  purpofe.  One  of  the  Indians 
being  difcovered,  the  reft,  being  about  80,  rofe,  yelled 
and  fired  and  then  ran  on  with  their  hatchets  with  great 
fury.  The  Englifh  retreated  to  the  pond  to  fecure 
their  rear,  and,  although  fp  upequal  in  numbers,  conti- 
nued five  or  fix  hours  till  night  came  on.  Captain 
Lovewell,  his  lieutenant  Far-well,  and  enfign  Robins 
were  foon  inor  tally  wounded!  and,  with  five  more,  were 
left  dead  on  the  fpot.  Sixteen  efcaped  and  returned 
unhurt,  but  were  obliged  to  leave  eight  of  their  wound- 
ed companions  in  the  woods  without  provifions,  their 
chaplain,  Mr.  Fry  of  Andcyer,  was  one,  who  had  be- 
haved with  great  bravery  and  fcalped  one  Indian  in  the 
heat  of  the  action,  but  perifhed  himfelf  for  want  of  relief. 

One  of  the  eight,  afterwards,  came  in  to  Berwick  and 
another  to  Saco.  This  misfortune  difcouraged  fcalping 
parties.  But  Indians,  as  well  as  Englifh,  wifhed  to  be  at 
peace.  After  Rally's  death,  they  were  at  liberty  to 
follow  their  inclinations.  The  Penobfcot  tribe,  how- 
ever, being  heft  difpofed,  were  fir  ft  founded.  An  Indian 
hoftage  and  a  captive  were  permitted,  upon  their  parole, 
*o  50  ho;n-:  Hjtfee  winter  of  1724,  and  they  came  back 

(4 


3i6 


The     HISTORY     of 


*725«  to  the  fort  at  St.  George's  the 9th  of  February,  accom- 
panied with  two  of  the  tribe,  one  a  principal  fachem  or 
chief.  They  brought  an  account  that,  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Penobfcots,  it  was  agreed  to  make  propofals  of  peace. 
The  fachem  or  chief  was  fent  back,  with  the  other 
Indian,  and  promifed  to  return  in  23  days  and  bring  a 
depuration,  to  confift  of  feveral  other  chiefs,  with  him, 
but  Capt.  Heath,  having  gone  out  upon  a  march  from 
Kennebeck,  acrofs  the  country,  to  Penobfcot,  fell  upon 
a  deferted  village  of  about  50  Indian  houfes,  which  he 
burned,  but  faw  none  of  the  inhabitants.  The  Indians, 
who  went  from  St.  George's,  knew  nothing  of  this 
action  until  they  came  home,  and  it  feems  to  have  dis- 
couraged them  from  returning  according  to  their  pro-? 
mife,  and  the  treaty,  by  this  means,  was  retarded.  But 
upon  new  intimations,  in  June  following,  John  Stoddard 
and  John  Wainwright,  Efq;'s  were  commifTioned  by  the 
lieutenant  governor  and  fent  down  to  St.  George's,  to 
treat  with  fuch  Indians  as  fhould  come  in  there  and 
fettle  preliminaries  of  peace. 

A  ceffation  of  arms   was  agreed  upon*  and  four  de.r 
legates  came  up,  foon  after,  to  Bolton  and  figned  a  treaty 

of 
*  The  treaty  had  like  to  have  been  prevented  by  the  indifcrelion 
pf  the  crew  of  an  Englifh  floop.  July  9th,  as  Caflin  was  at 
anchor  near  Nelkett,  in  a  fmall  bark,  with  an  Indian  boy  and 
an  Englifli  lad,  Samuel  Traflk  of  Salem,  whom  Caflin  had  re- 
deemed from  the  Indians.  The  Englifh  firing  upon  the  bark, 
Caflin  was  obliged  to  quit  her  and  with  his  two  boys  fled  into 
the  woods.  The  matter  of  the  Engliih  vcifel  cal.ed  to  him  and 
engaged  to  do  him  no  harm,  if  he  would  come  back  and  trade 
with  him,  which  was  his  bufinefs  there,  and  not  only  kept  out 
a  white  flag  but  fent  him  a  paflport  or  fafe  conduct  in  writing. 
Having  by  thefe  affurances  drawn  him  aboard  his  veffels  again 
with  the  two  boys,  they  fecured  the  captive  and  told  Caflin 
they  would  give  him  a  bag  of  bifcuit  for  the  ranibm  of  the 
captive,  but  that  the  veflel  and  every  thing  on  board  was  law- 
ful prize.  He  was  obliged,  with  his  Indian,  to  quit  the  vefTel, 
■which  he  was  told  was  a  favor,  and  it  feems  was  foon  repented 
of,  for  one  of  the  En  ,.ifh  feized  the  Indian,  upon  which  Caflin* 
fired  and  (hot  the  Englithmaa  dead,  and  then  made  his  efcan^ 
with  the  Indian  inro  the  woods.  CaJUa%i  letter  to  Air.  Dum- 
W»  25  July   172-.  £ciu% 
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of  peace,  and,  the  next  year,  the  lieutenant  governor  in  1725. 
perfon,  attended  by  gentlemen  of  the  court  and  others, 
and  the  lieutenant  governor  of  New-Hampfhire,  with 
gentlemen  from  that  province,  ratified  the  fame  at  Fal- 
mouth in  Cafco-bay.  This  treaty  has  been  applauded 
as  the  mod  judicious  which  has  ever  been  made  with  the 
Indians.     A  long  peace  fucceeded  it.f 

The  pacific  temper  of  the  Indians,  for  many  years 
after,  cannot  be  attributed  to  any  peculiar  excellency  in 
this  treaty,  there  being  no  articles  in  it  of  any  impor- 
tance, differing  from  former  treaties.  It  was  owing  to 
the  fubfequent  acls  of  government  in  conformity  to  the 
treaty*  The  Indians  had  long  been  extremely  defirous 
of  trading  houfes  to  fupply  them  with  neceffaries  and  to 
take  off  their  furs,  fkins,  &c.  This  was  promifed  by 
governor  Shute,  at  a  conference,  but  the  general  court, 
at  that  time,  would  make  no  provifion  for  the  perfor- 
mance. Mr.  Dummer  promifed  the  fame  thing.  The 
court,  then,  made  provifion  for  trading  houfes  at  St. 
George's,  Kenebeck  and  Saco  rivers,  and  the  Indians 
foon  found  that  they  were  fupplied  with  goods  upon 
better  terms  than  they  could  have  them  from  the 
French,  or  even  from  private  Engliih  traders*  Acts  or 
laws  were  made,  at  the  fame  time,  for  retraining  private 
trade  with  the  Indians,  but  the  fupplies,  made  by  the 
province  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  private  traders  could 
afford,  would  have  broke  up  their  trade  without  any 
other  provifion,  and  laws  would  have  fignified  little 
without  that.  Mr.  Dummer  engaged  that  the  Indians 
fhould  be  fupplied  with  goods  at  as  cheap  rates  as  they 
were  fold  in  Bollon.  This  was  afterwards  contlrued 
favorably  for  the  government.  The  goods,  beirjg  bought 
by  wholefale,  were  fold  to  the  Indians  at  the  retail  price, 

in 

f  Befides   Mr.   Dummer,  lieut.  governor  of  MafFachufets,  John 

VVentworth,  Efq;  lieut.  governor  of  New-Hampfbire,  and  Paul 

Malcarene,  £fq;  one  of  the  council  and  a  commiflloner  of  the 

government  of  Nova-Scotia,  were  parties  to  this  treaty. 

In    October    1725  di-sd  at  Ipfwich  Samuel  Appleton*  Efq;  c£ 

.  ihe  council. 
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1725.  in  Bofton,  and  a  feeming  profit,  by  the  comfniffaryV 
account,  accrued  to  the  government ;  but,  when  the 
Charge  of  trading  ho'ufes,  tfuckmaflers,  garrifons,  and  a 
veffel  employed  in  tranfportmg  gbods  was  deducted,  the 
province  was  Mill  a  tributary  to  the  Indians  every  year. 
However,  it  was"  allowed  to  be  i  well  judged  meafure, 
tended  to  preferve  peace  and  was  more  reputable  than 
if  a  certain  petition  had  been  every  year  paid  for  that 
purpofe. 

Delegates  from  all  the  tribes  of  Indians,  parti- 
cularly the  Norrrdgewocks,  not  having  been  prefent  at? 
thisfirft  treaty,  another  was  thought  rieceffary  the  next 
year,  when  the  former  was  renewed  and  ratified.  It 
was  moft  acceptable  to  the  Indians  to  hold  their  treaties 
iiear  their  own  fettlement  and,  in  a  proper  feafon  of  the 
year,  it  was-  an  agreeable  tour  to  the  governors  Or  com- 
manders in  chief  and  the  gentlemen  accompanying 
them. 

To  bring  this  war  tov  a  clofe,  we  have  pafled  over 
the  other  affairs  of  the  government  for  a  year  or  two 
pad.  Soon  after  Mr.  Cobite's  arrival  in  London  go- 
vernor Shute  exhibited  a  jfecond  memorial  againfl  the 
houfe  of  reprefentatives,  for  matters  tranfadled  after  fee 
left  the  province.  The  principal  articles  of  complaint 
were  the  feveral  orders  relative  to  the  forts  and  forcer, 
which,  he  fays,  the  houfe  had  taken  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  lieu't.  governor,  and  the  airront  offered  to  the  lieur. 
governor  in  ordering  his  feal  to  be  effaced  upon  the 
belt  of  wampum.  Several  other  things  feem  to  be 
brought  in  to  increafe  the  refentment  againfl  them,  as 
fheir  chu'fmg  Mr.  Cooke,  who  had  been  at  the  head  of 
all  the  mea  fares  complained  of  in  the  fiffl  memorial,, 
for  their  agent ;  their  refilling  to  confer  with  the  conn- 
til  upon  a  money  bill ;  their  endeavoring  by  their  vote? 
to  leffen  the  members  of  the  council  in  the  efleem  of 
the  people  ;  their  withholding  his  falary  in  his  abfence  ; 
and  their  affuming  more  and  more  the  authority  of 
government  into  their  hands,    The  council,  in  this 

meinour:] 
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memorial,  are  alfo  complained  of,  they  having  put  their  172  # 
negative  to  the  vote  for  chufing  Mr.  Cooke,  and  yet, 
afterwards,  joined  in  election  with  the  froufe,  when  they 
had  reafon  to  fuppofe,  by  the  great  fuperiority  of  the 
houfe  in  number,  that  he  would  be  the  perfon. 

Mr.  agent  Dummer,  who  was  to  act  jointly  with 
Mr.  Cooke,  made  an  attempt  to  reconcile  the  governor 
to  him,  but  he  refufed  to  fee  him,  and  the  attempt 
offended  Mr.  Cooke  alio  and  occafioned  warm  difcourfe 
between  him  and  Dummer,  which  caufed  iht  latter  to 
refufe  to  a&  in  concert,  efpecially  as  Mr.  Cooke  had 
fhewn  him  a  private  inflru&ion  front  the  houfe,  by 
which  their  defence  againfl  the  charge  of  invading  the 
royal  prerogative  was  committed  to  Mr.  Cooke  and  Mr. 
Sanderfon,  to  the  exclufron  of  Mr.  Dummer. 

After  divefs  hearings  upon  the  fubjecl:  matter  of 
the  complaints,  the  reports  of  the  attorney  and  follicitor 
general,  6f  the  lords  committee  and,  finally,  the  deter- 
mination of  his  majefty  in  council,  were  all  unfavorable 
to  the  houfe  of  representatives.* 

The  feveral  acls  or  votes  of  the  houfe  relative  to' 
the  king's  woods,  and  to  the  forts  and  forces  feem  to 
have  been  generally  deemed  indefenfible,  the-  agent? 
were  ad vi fed  to  acknowledge  them  to  be  fo,  and  it  was 
fo  far  relied  upon,  that  they  would  be  fo  acknowledged 
in  the  province,  as  that  no  fpecial  provifion  was  thought 
neceflaryfof  the  regulation  of  their  future  conduct,  the 
charter  being  exprefs  and  clear.  But  the  governor's 
power  to  negative  the  fpeaker  and  the  time  for  which" 
the  houfe  might  adjourn  were  points  not  fo  certain. 
What  was  called  an  explanatory  charter  was  therefore 
thought  neceffary,  and  fuch  a  charter  accordingly  palTed1 
the  feals.  By  this  charter,  the  power  of  the  governor 
to  negative  a  fpeaker  is  exprefsly  declared,  and  the 
power  of  the  houfe  to  adjourn  themfelves  is  limited  to 
two  days.  With  refpecl  to  the  latter,  perhaps,  this  new 
charter  may  properly  enough  be  called  explanatory,  the 

governs? 
#  Appendix. 


32©  The     HISTORY    or 

1725.  governor  having  the  power,  by  the  principal  charter,  of 
adjourning  the  afiembly  and  yet,  from  the  nature  of  the 
thing,  it  was  neceflary  that  the  houfe,  a  part  of  that  af- 
fembJy,  fhould  have  the  power  of  adjourning  themfelveSj 
for  a  longer  or  (horter  time ;  but  the  power  of  negativ- 
ing a  fpeaker  feems  to  be  a  new  article,  wherein  the 
charter  is  filent ;  fo  that  whatever  right  it  might  be  ap- 
prehended the  king  had  to  explain  his  own  patents,  where 
there  was  ambiguity,  yet  when  an  alteration  is  to  be 
made  in  the  charter,  or  a  new  rule  eftabliihed  in  any  point 
wherein  the  charier  is  filent,  the  acceptance  of  the  people* 
perhaps,  is  neceflary.     This  feems  to  have  been  the  rea- 
fon  of  leaving  it  to  the  option  of  the  general  court,  ei- 
ther to  accept  or  refufe  the  explanatory  charter.    It  was 
intimated  at  the  fame  time  that,  if  the  charter  fhould  be 
refufed,  the  whole  controverfy  between  the  governor 
and  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  would  be  carried  before 
the  parliament.     Had  the  two  points  mentioned  in  the 
explanatory  charter, or  the  conduct  of  the  houfe  relative 
to  them,  been  all  that  was  to  be  carried  into  parliament, 
the  general  court,  probably,  would  not  have  accepted  this 
charter.     They  would  have  urged  that  it  w  as  not  certain 
that  a  houfe  of  commons  would  have  determined  that 
the  king,  by  his   governor,   had  a  right  to  negative 
the  fpeaker  of  a  houfe  of  reprefentatives  in  the  colonies* 
efpecially   as  the  attorney   general  had  inferred  this 
right  from  the   right  of  negativing  the  fpeaker  of  the 
houfe  of  commons ;  but  it  was  their  misfortune  that 
in  the  other  articles  of  complaint  the  houfe  was  gene-1 
rally  condemned  in  England,  the  miniftry   were  highly 
incenfed  and  it  was  feared  the  confequence  of  a  parlia- 
mentary enquiry  would  be  an  act  to  vacate  the  charter 
of  the  province.     The  temper  of  the  houfe  was  much 
changed  and,  although   there  were  ieveral  members, 
who  had  been  active  in  all  the  meafures  which  brought 
this  difficulty  upon  the  country,  (till  refolute  to  rifque 
all,  rather  than  by  their  own  a£t  give  up  any  one  privi- 
lege, yet  a  toajo.r  vote  was  carried  in  the  houfe  for 

.accepting 


MASSAC  HUSETS-B  AY.         321 

bceepting  the  charter*  and  in  fuch  terms  as  would  induce  172$*  " 
one  to  imagine  it  rather  the  grant  of  a  favor  than  the 
deprivation  of  a  right.*  It  has  been  faid  that  the  Englifh 
are  Inlanders  and  therefore  inconftant.  Tranfplanted  to 
the  continent  they  are,  neverthelefs,  Englifhmen.  When 
we  reflect,  upon  the  many  inflanceS  of  frequent  fudden 
changes,  and  from  one  extreme  to  the  other,  in  ancient 
times,  in  the  parliament  of  England,  we  may  well  enough 
expect,  now  and  then,  to  meet  with  the  like  infhnces 
in  the  affemblies  of  the  Englifh  colonies.  This  was  the 
iffue  of  the  unfortunate  controverfy  with  governor  Shute, 
unlefs  we  allow  that  it  was  the  ocea'fion  alfo  of  the 
controverfy  with  his  fucceffor,  which  is  not  improbable. 
The  governor  was  offended  with  Mr.  Dummer,  for 
receiving  grants  from  the  court  made  to  him  for  his 
fervice  as  commander  in  chief,  it  being  expected  that 
when  the  governor  is  abfent,  with  leave,  his  falary  fliould 
be  continued,  one  half  of  which,  by  a  royal  inflru&ion* 
is  to  be  allowed  to  the  lieutenant  governor ;  but  the  houfe 
took  a  more  frugal  method  and  made  grants,  of  little 

Y  more 

*    January   ic.    1725. 

In   the  houfe  of  reprefentatives. 

Whereas  his  honor  the  lieutenant  governor  hath  laid  before 
this  court  in  their  prefent  feflfion,  for  their  acceptance*  an 
explanatory  charter  received  from  his  grace  the  duke  of  New- 
caftle,  «  ith  a  copy  of  his  majefry's  order  in  council  concerning 
the  fame,  wherein  hismajefty  has  been  pleafed  to  confirm  the 
charter  granted  by  their  late  majefties  king  Williafmand  queer* 
Mary,  in  which  former  charter  there  being  no  exprefs  mention* 
made  relating  to  the  choice  of  a  fpeaker  and  the  houfe's  power 
of  adjourning,  to  both  which  points,  in  the  faid  explanatory 
charter,  his  majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  give  particular  directions, 

We  his  majefty's  loyal  and  dutiful  fubjecls,  being  very  defirous  to' 
fignalize  our  duty  and  obedience,  which  we  at  all  times  owe 
to  his  mod  excellent  majefty,  have  and  do  hereby  accept  of 
the  faid  explanatory  charter,  and  (hall  acf  in  conformity  thereto 
for  the  future,  not  doubting  but  that  we  fhall  thereby  recom- 
mend his  majefly's  foyal  and  dutiful  fubjedts,  the  inhabitants 
of  this  province,  to  his  further  moil  gracious  favor  and  pro* 
tection. 

In  council,     Read  and  concurred. 

Contented  to.      Wm,  Pu-mnas?* 
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25.  more  than  one  half  the  governor's  ufual  falary,  to  the 
lieutenant  governor  immediately,  any  part  of  which  he 
could  very  ill  afford  to  fpare  from  his  own  fnpport. 
His  pacific  meafures  and  accommodation  or  fufpenfiou 
6f  fome  of  the  controverted  points  might  be  another 
caufe  of  coldnefs,at  leaft,  between  the  governor  and  him. 
Another  affair  occafioned  a  mark  of  royal  dif- 
pleafure  upon  the  lieutenant  governor.  Synods  had  been 
frequent  under  the  firft  charter,  either  for  fuppreffing 
errors  in  principles,  or  immoralities  in  practice,  or  for 
eftabliihing  or  reforming  church  government  and  order, 
but  under  the  new  charter  no  fynod  had  ever  been 
convened.  A  convention  of  ministers  had  been,  annually, 
held  at  the  time  for  election  of  the  council.  This  might 
have  been  in  many  rcfpecls  ufeful,  but  it  was  thought 
could  not  have  that  weight  for  promoting  any  of  the 
fbrementioned  purpofes  which  a  fynod  convened  and, 
perhaps,  their  refult  ratified  by  the  government,  would 
have.  There  were  divers  ancient  members  in  both 
fioufes  who  had  hot  then  loft  their  affection  for  the 
platform,  and  an-  application*  made  by  the  minhlers  for 

calling 

*  To  the  ve>?  honorable  William  Dummer,  Efq;  fieut.  governor. 
and  commander  in  chief.  To  the  honorable  the  councilors. 
To  the  honored  the  reprefent'at'rves  in  the  great  and  general" 
court  of  hismajefty's  province  of  the  MafTachulets-bayaflembled 
and  now  fitting.     A  memorial  and  addrefs  humbly  prefented. 

At  a  general  convention  of  minifters  from  feveral  parts  of  the 
province  at  Bofton,   May  27.  1725. 

Confidering  the  great  and  vifible  decay  of  piety  in  the  country 
and  the  growth  of  many  mifcarriags's,  which  we  fear  may- 
have  provoked  the  glorious  Lord  in  a  feries  of  various  judg- 
ments wonderfully  to  diftrefs  us.  Confidering  alfo  the  laudable 
example  of  our  predeceffors  to  recover  and  eftabliih  the  faith 
and  order  of  the  gofpel  in  the  churches  and  provide,  againft 
-what  immoralities  may  threaten  to  impair  them,  in  the  way  of 
general  fynods  convened  for  that  purpofe,  and  confidering  that 
about  forty  five  years  have  nowrolled  away  fincethefe  churches' 
have  feen  any  fuch  conventions.  It  is  humbly  defired  that  the 
honored  general  couit  would  exprefs  their  concern  for  the  in- 
tsrefts  of  religion  ia  the  country,  by  calling  the  feveral  churches 

m 
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sailing  a  fynod  was  granted  in  council,  tut  the  houfe    1725; 
did  not  concur.     Afterwards,  by  a  vote  of  both  houfes, 
it  was  referred  to  the  next  feflion,  to   which   the  lieut. 
governor  gave  his  confent.     Oppofition  was  made  by  the 
epifcopai  minifters,but  a  doubt  of  fuccefs,in  the  province, 
caufed  them  to  apply  in  England,  I  fuppofe  to  the  bifhop 
of  London,  f     The  king  btmg  abroad,  an  inftru&ioa 
came  from  the  lords  juftices  to  furceafe  alt  proceedings 
and  the  lieutenant  governor  received  a  reprimand  for 
"  giving  his  confent  to  a  vote  of  reference  and  neglecting 
"  to  trarifmit  an  account  of  fo  remarkable  a  tran faction." 
A  flop  was  put  to  any  further  proceeding  in  the  affair 
fcor  has  any  attempt  for  a  fynod  been  made  fmce. 

Y  2  The 

in  the  province  to  meet  by  their  paftors  and  meffengers  in  a 
fynod,  and  from  thence  offer  their  advice  upon  that  weighty 
cafe  which  the  circtimftances  of  the  day  do  loudly  call  to  be 

confidered.  What  are  the  mifcarriages   whereof  nue  have 

reafon  to  think  the  judgments  of  heaven ,  upon  us,  call  us  to  be  more 
generally  fenjiblet  and  what  ?nay  be  the  mojl  evangelical  and 
ejfeftual  expedient:  to  put  a  flop  unto  thofe  or  the  like  mifcar- 
riages ?  This  propofal  we  humbly  make  in  hopes  that,  if  it 
be  profeeuted,  it  may  be  followed  with  many  deferable  confe- 
rences worthy  the  ftudy  of  thofe  whom  God  has  made  and 
we  are  fo'  happy  to  enjoy  as  the  aurfihg  fathers  of  oar  churches. 

Cotton  Mather, 
In  the  name  of  the  minffters 
affembled  jn  their  general  convention. 
f  I  mu(!  acquaint  you  that  the  bifhop  of  London  has  laid  before 
the  lords  juftices  a  written  authentic  copy  of  our  miniflers  me- 
morial to  the  general  court  to  impmver  them  to  meet  and  act: 
in  a  lynod,  contented  to  by  the  lieutenant  governor,  and  their 
excellencies  are  very  much  difpleafed  with  his  conduct  herein. 
It  is  thought  here  that  the  clergy  mould  not  meet  in  fo  public 
and  authoritative  a  manner  without  the  king's  confent  as  head 
of  the  church,  and  that  it  would  be  a  bad  precedent  for  diifen- 
ters  here  to  afkr  the  fame  privilege,"  which,  if  granted,  would 
be  a  fort  of  vying  with  the  eftablilhed  church.  It  has  alfo  been 
infinuated  that  this  fynod  would  have  come  to  forrie  refolutions" 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  church  of  England,  if  they  had  been 
permitted  to  convene.  However  this  may  be,  it  is  certainly 
my  duty  to  apprize  thealTembly  of  it  for  their  better  direction 
in  the  approaching  feflion,  when,  I  fuppofe,  the  matter  wiM'fos 
refused,"     Dttmmcr 's  !-:',tsrt   1ft  Sefi.  fjzfr 
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j 726.  The  remainder  of  Mr.  Dummer's  fhort  adminiftra- 
lion  was  eafy  to  him.  The  war  being  over,  the  princi- 
pal ground  of  difpure,  the  ordering  the  forces,  ceafed* 
Other  affairs,  relative  fo  the  treafury,  the  palling  upon 
accounts  and  the  form  of  fupplies  he  fuffered  to  go  oni 
according  to  the  claim  of  the  houfe.  Mr.  Cooke,  the 
firft  election  after  his  return  from  England,  May  1726, 
was  chofe  of  the  council.  This  was  a  mark  of  the 
jioufe's  approbation  of  his  conduct  in  the  agency,  although 
it  had  not  been  attended  with  fuccefs.  The  lieutenant 
governor  did  not  think  it  convenient  to  offend  the  houfe 
by  a  negative.  The  fmall  allowance  made  him  as  a, 
falary,  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  fterling  per 
4nnum,  he  alfo  acquiefced  in  for  the  fake  of  peace.  The 
governor  was  expected  by  almofl  every  fhip  for  a  year 
or  two  together,  but  by  fome  means  or  other  was  delayed 
until  the  fumraer  of  1727,  when  he  was  upon  the  point 
of  embarking,  but  the  fudden  death  of  the  king  prevent- 
ed.* The  principal  caufe  of  delay  feems  to  have  been 
the  infufficiency  of  the  falary  which  had  been  granred 
for  his  fupport  and  the  uncertainty  whether  the  affem- 

bly  would  make  an  addition  to  k.  i  TT 

1  *  Upon 

*  "  I  don't  know  when  or  on  board  what  (hip  the  governor  intends 
to  embark  for  his  government.  He  fays  he  won't  go  but  in  a 
man  of  war,  for  fear  of  meeting  with  a  pirate,  but  as  there  if 
no  profpect  of  a  king's  fhip  going  this  year  to  any  part  of  the 
continent,  I  believe,  he  will  think  better  of  it  and  take  his 
paffage  in  Capt.  Cary,  who  will  fail  in  about  a  mdnth.* 
Dunnners  letter ',  i^d  April  1727. 

I  "  Col.  Shute  having  petitioned  his  majefly  in  council  to  fettle  a 
fuitable  falary  on  him  and  all  the  fueceeding  governors  of  New 
England,  the  lords  of  the  privy  council,  inftead  offending  me 
a  written  mefTage  to  attend,  as  is  ufual  in  other  cafes,  made  a 
peremptory  order  of  the  18th  of  February  laft,  requiring  me 
to  attend  their  board  on  the  "Wednefday  following  and  not 
to  fail  on  any  pretence  whatfoever.  When  I  came,  the  lords 
fent  for  Col.  Shine  to  go  in  by  himfelf,  and  after,  for  me  and 
Mr.  Newman,  the  agent  for  New-Hampfhire.  They  afked 
whether,  if  hismajefty  fliould  think  fit  to  fend  Mr.  Shute  back 
again  to  his  government,  I  believed  the  country  would  receive 
5knd  fupport  hitn  hancffaraely.     To  this  I  anfwered,  that  I  had 
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UroN  the  acceffion  of  King  George  the  fecond,  a  1727^ 
gentleman  who,  it  is  faid,  was  in  particular  efteem, 
with  the  king  himfelf  was  appointed  governor  of  New- 
York  and  the  Jerfies,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Burnet,  whofe 
adminiilration  had,  in  general,  been  very  acceptable  to 
thofe  colonies  and  approved  in  England.  The  bifliop, 
his  father,  had  likewife  been  a  moft  fteady  friend  to  the 
houfe  of  Hanover.  Governor  Burnet's  fortune  being 
reduced  in  the  general  calamity  of  the  year  1720,  he 
parted  with  a  place  in  the  revenue  of  I.  1200  per  annum 
and  received  commiffions  for  thefe  governments,  with 
a  view  to  his  retrieving  his  fortune  in  a  courfe  of  years, 
Jie  thought  it  hard,  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  to  be  fuperfeded, 
for  although  the  Maflachufets  and  New-Hampfhire  were 
given  to  him,  yet  he  was  to  part  with  very  profitable  pods 
for  fuch  as,  at  befl,  would  afford  him  no  more  than  a  de- 
cent fupport,  an  eafy  adminiflration  for  one  which  he  fore- 
faw  would  be  extremely  troublefome.  He  complained  of 
his  hard  fate  and  it  had  a  vifible  effect  upon  his  fpirits. 
Col.  Shute  was  provided  for,  more  to  his  fatisfaclion  than 
if  hehad  returned  to  his  government,  a  penfion  of  £.400 
fterHng  per  annum  being  fettled  upon  him,  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  47  per  cent  duty  raifed  in  the  Weil-India  iflands.. 
The  Weft-Indians,  who  would  perhaps  have  been  content 
if  it  had  been  applied  to  one  of  their  own  governors  who 
had  been  fuperfeded,  have  taken  exception  to  the  pay- 
ment of  it  to  a  governor  of  the  northern  colonies.* 

Y  3  The 

no  inftrucYions  upon  this  fubjcc"t,  but  my  private  opinion  whs 
that  they  would,  ior  they  who  had  lately  in  fo  dutiful  a  man- 
ner accepted  the  royal  explanatory  charter  would  not  fail  to 
(how  a  proper  regard  to  any  perfon  whom  his  majetty  fhould 
pleafe  to  fend  over  as  h;s  reprefentattve,  of  which  my  lord 
Townfend,  particularly,  expreiled  his  fatisfaftion.  There  was 
not  a  word  faid  as  to  the  quantum  of  the  falary,  but  1  find 
fince  it  is  dated  at  £.1000  (terl.  per  annum  for  Maflachu£ts 
and  200  for  New-Hamplhire,  and  the  king  will  recommend  it 
to  the  two  provinces  under  his  frgn  manual."  Duvimsr's  let. 
*  The  duties  granted  by  Barbados  and  the  leeward  iflanefs.  upon 
their  o\ra  produce,  to  be  difpojed  of  Uy  the  crown*  are   the 

on.y 
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I727.  The  earthquake  on  the  29th  of  O&qber  1727, 
although  not  confined  to  the  Maflachufets,  was  fo  re- 
jnarkable  an  event  in  providence  that  we  may  be  excufed 
if  we  give  a  circumfiantial  account  of  it.  About  40  mi- 
nutes after  ten  at  night,  when  there  was  a  ferene  iky 
and  calm  but  fharp  air,  a  mod  amazing  noife  was  heard, 
like  to  the  roaring  of  a  chimney  when  on  fire,  as  fome 
faid,  only  beyond  comparifon  greater,  others  compared  it; 
to  the  noife  of  Coaches  upon  pavements  and  thought  that 
of  ten  thoiifand  together  would  not  have  exceeded  if. 
The  noife  was  judged  by  fome  to  continue  about  half  a 
minute  before  the  (hock  began,  which  increafeci  gradu- 
ally and  was  thought  to  have  continued  the  fpace  of  a 
minute  before  it  was  at  the  heighth  and,  in  about  half 
a  minute  more,  to  have  been  at  an  end  by  a  gradual  de- 
creafe.  When  the  terror  is  fo  great,  no  depepdance  can, 
Be  placed  upon  the  admeafurement  of  time  in  any  per- 
son's mind,  and  we  always  find  very  different  apprehen- 
sions of  it.  The  noife  and  (liock  of  this  and  all  earth- 
quakes which  preceded  it  in  New- England  wereobferve4 
•  to  come  from  the  weft  or  north  weft  and  go  off  to  the 
<eaft  or  fouth  eaft.  At  Newbury  and  other  tovyns  upoq 
Merrimack  river  the  fhock  was  greater  tjian  in  any  other 
part  of  Maffachufets,  but  no  buildings  were  thrown  down, 
part  of  rhe  waljs  of  feveral  cellars  fell  in  and  the  topo 
of  many  chimneys  were  ftiook  off  '  At  New  York  it 
feems  to  have  been  equal  to  what  it  was  in  the  Maffa- 
chufets,  but  at  Philadelphia  it  was  very  fenfibly  weaker 
and,  in  the  colonies  fouthward,  it  grew  lefs  and  lefs 
*mtil  it  had  fpent  itfelf  or  became  infenfible.  The  fea- 
men  upon  the  coaft  fuppofed  their  veffels  to  have  ftruck 
Upon  a  fhoal  of  loofe  ballaft.  More  gentle  fhock s  were 
frequently  felt  in  moft  parts  pf  New- England  for  fevera! 

months 

only  inftances  of  the  kind  in  the  colonies.  Jamaica  is  exempt. 
It  was  faid  in  parliament,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  2d,  that 
this  duty  was  confented  to  upon  condition  the  planters  Ihould  be 
rcleafed  from  a  duty  of  40  wt.  fugar  per  head  referved  when 
the  king  granted  the  lands.  Jamaica  was  chiefly  difpofed  of 
by  Cromwell,  I  ftippofe,  free  from  the  like  burden  or  charge  J 
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months  after.  There  haye  feldom  paffed  above  1 5  or  2  o  1727 
years  without  an  earthquake,  but  there  had  been  none, 
yery  violent,  in  the  memory  of  any  then  Hying.  There 
was  a  general  apprehenfion  of  danger  of  deftru&ion  and 
death,  and  many,  whp  had  very  little  fenfe  of  religion 
before,  appeared  to  be  very  ferious  and  devout  penitents, 
but,  too  generally,  as  the  fears  of  another  earthquake 
went  off,  the  religious  impreiTions  went  with  them  and 
t.hey,  who  had  been  the  fubje&s  of  both,  returned  to 
their  former  courfe  of  life. 

The  trade  of  the  province  being  in  a  bad  ftate,  and 
there  being  a  general  complaint  of  fcarcity  of  money  the 
old  fpirit  revived  for  increafmg  the  currency  by  a  further 
emiflipn  of  bills  of  credit.  It  would  be  juft  as  rational 
when  the  bloo4  in  the  human  body  is  in  a  putrid 
corrupt  ftate  to  increafe  the  quantity,  by  luxurious  living, 
in  order  to  reftore  health.  Some  of  the  leading  men? 
among  the  representatives,  were  debtors  and  a  depreciat- 
ing currency  was  convenient  for  them.  A  bill  was  pro- 
jected for  fortifying  the  fea  ports.  The  town  of  Bolton 
was  to  expend  tenthoufand  pounds  in  fortsand  (lores and, 
to  enable  them  to  do  it,  thirty  thoufand  pounds  was  to 
be  iffued  in  bills  and  lent  to  the  town  fo,r  thirteen  years, 
Salem,  Plimouth,  Marblehead,  Charleftown,  Glocefter, 
and  even  Truro,,  on  the  cape,  were  all  ro  be  fupplied  with 
bills  of  credit  for  the  like  purpofes.  After  repeated  noncon- 
currenceand  long  altercation,  the  council  were  prevailed 
upon  to  agree  to  the  bill.  When  it  came  to  the  lieutenant 
governor,  he  laid  the  king's  inftru&ion  before  the  coun- 
cil and  required  their  opinion,  upon  their  oaths,  whether 
confident  with  the  inftruftion  he  could  fign  the  bill  and 
they  anfwered  he  could  not.  Not  only  the  lieutenant, 
governor,  but  feveral  of  the  council,  were  dependent  up- 
on the  houfe  for  the  grant  of  their  falaries,  and  this  de- 
pendence, was  improved  as,  in  divers  inftances,  it  had  been 
formerly.  The  houfe  referred?,  the  coniideration  of  al- 
lowance to  the  next  feffion  and  defined  the  court  might 
rife.     The  lieut.  governor  let  them  know,  by  a  menage, 

Y  4  thdt 
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Ifi*'  that  he  apprehended  his  fmall  fupport  was  withheld 
from  him,  becaufe  he  would  not  fign  a  bill  contrary  to 
his  inftructions.  They  repljed,  that  he  had  recommended 
to  then,  the  making  provifion  for  fortifying  the  province 
and,  now  they  had  panned  a  bill  for  that  purpofe,  he  rer 
fufed  to  fign  it,  and  they  were  obliged,  in  prudence  an4 
faithfulnefs  to  their  principals,  to  come  into  a  vote  refer- 
ring allowances  and  other  matters  to  another  fefiion, 
when  a  way  may  be  found  to  enable  the  inhabitants  to 
pay  into  the  treafury  again  fuch  fums  as  may  be  drawn 
out  for  gratuities*  and  allowances.  After  a  recefs  of 
about  a  fortnight,  an  expedient  was  found.  Inftead  of  a 
bill  for  fortifying,  another  was  prepared  with  a  fpecious 
title,  "  An  act  for  raifing  and  fettling  a  public  revenue 
for  and  towards  defreying  the  neceifary  charges  of 
the  government  by  an  emifiion  of  ^.60,000  in  bills  of 
credit."  This  was  done  to  bring  it  within  the  words 
of  the  inflruclion,  which  retrained  the  governor  from 
confenting  to  the  iffuing  bills  of  credit,  except  for 
charges  of  government.  The  intereft  of  4  per  cent  or 
£,  2400 — was  to  be  applied  annually  to  the  public 
charges  and  gave  colour  for  iffuing,  the  principal  fum  of 
£.60,000.  The  lieutenant  governor  was  prevailed  upon 
to  fign  it  and,  the  fame  day,  the  houfe  made  the  grant  of 
his  falary  and  the  ufual  allowance  to  the  judges,  mod  of 
whom  were  members  of  the  council,  and  to  the  other 
officers  of  the  government.  This  was  afterwards  aliedg- 
ed  to  be  a  compulfion  of  the  lieutenant  governor  and 
fuch  of  the  members  of  council  as  were  falary  men,  to 
comply  with  the  houfe  of  reprefentatiyes,  by  withholding 
from  them  their  fubfiftance.  The  eagernefs  of  the 
body  of  the  people  for  paper  bills,  more  eafily  acquired 
in  this  way  than  the  righteous  way  of  induftry  and  fru- 
gality, no  doubt,  facilitated  a  compliance. 

The  council,  upon  this  occafion,  declined  anfwering* 
upon  their  path,  as  counsellors,  when  the  lieur.  governor 

a/kedj 

*  GfiLtwiy  is  a  term  not  ufual  jvitj}  the  hoyfe  and  fcecis  njot  fa 
proper  for  payment  of  few  ices, 
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aflced  their  advice.  They  fwear  that  to  the  bed  of  their  1727; 
judgment  they  will  at  all  times  freely  give  their  advice 
to  the  governor  for  the  good  management  of  the  public 
affairs  of  the  government.  The  lieut,  governor  pro- 
pofed  the  following  queftion  to  them  in  writing  "Gentle- 
men, 1  find  it  neceflary,  in  order  to  my  figning  the  bill 
entitled  An  Ac*t  for  raifmg  and  fettling  a  revenue  &c. 
which  has  paffed  both  houfes,  to  have  your  advice  whe- 
ther I  can  fign  the  faid  bill  without  the  breach  of  the 
inftru&ion  of  the  lords  juftices  of  Great-Britain,  dated 
the  27th  September  1720,  and  the  order  of  the  lords 
commiffioners  of  trade  and  plantations,  dated  the  8th  of 
February  1726-7.  W.  Dummer.  Feb.  17,  1727." 
Upon  which,  the  council  came  to  the  following  vote. 
"  In  council,  Feb.  19,  1727,  P.ead,  and  as  the  council 
have  already,  as  they  are  one  part  of  the  general  court, 
paffed  a  concurrence  with  the  honorable  houfe  of  repre- 
sentatives upon  the  faid  bill,  they  cannot  think  it  proper 
for  them  to  give  your  honor  any  further  advice  there- 
upon, nor  do  they  apprehend  the  oath  of  a  councellor 
obliges  them  thereto.  At  the  fame  time,  they  cannot 
but  think  it  will  be  for  the  good  and  welfare  of  the  pro- 
vince and  the  neceffary  fupport  of  the  government 
thereof,  if   the  bill  be  confented  to  by  your  honor. 

J.  Willard,  Secretary." 

Thly  had  given  their  advice  or  opinion,  the  fame 
feffion,  upon  the  bill  for  fortifying,  after  they  had  paffed 
it,  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  inftrucYion,  and  inftances 
of  the  like  kind  have  been  frequent  before  and  fince 
this  time. 

The  lieutenant  governor  had  a  further  oppcrtunity,- 
before  Mr.  Burnet's  arrival,  of  meeting  the  affembly  in 
May  for  election  of  counsellors. 

Th  e  houfe  difcovered,  in  one  inflance,  this  feffion,  a 
defire  to  amplify  their  jurifdi&ion.  The  council  and 
houfe  had  made  it  a  practice,  ever  fince  the  charter,  to 
unite  ip  the  choice  of  the  treafurer,  impoft  officer  ^nd 
other  civil  officers,  the  appointment  whereof  is  referved 
ip   ihe    genera]  affembly.      The    council,    being    in 

1'ber 
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1727.  number  Jefs  than  a  third  part  of  the  houfe,  have  by  thi§ 
means  no  weight  in  fuch  elections  except  when  there  are 
two  or  more  candidates  for  an  office,  fet  up  by  the  houfe, 
and  then  the  balance  of  power,  if  they  are  united  them- 
felves,  may  be  with  them.  This  feems  to  have  been 
an  old  charter  practice  and  handed  down.  The  two 
houfes,  when  parties  to  any  petition  or  caufe  defire  to 
be  heard,  often  meet  in  one  houfe,  which  no  doubt  alfo 
came  from  the  old  charter,  but  after  they  are  feperated, 
they  vote  feperately  upon  the  fubject  matter  of  the 
hearing.  In  this  feffion,  after  a  hearing  of  this  fojt,  the 
houfe  paired  a  vote,  "  that  when  a  hearing  fhall  be  had 
en  any  private  caufe  before  both  houfes  together  the 
fubject  matter  fhall  be  determined  by  both  houfes  con^ 
jungly."  They  might  as  well  have  voted  that,  after  a 
conference  between  the  two  houfes,  the  fubject  matter 
fhould  be  determined  conjunctly.  The  council  were 
fenfible  this  was  taking  from  the  little  weight  they  had 
and  unanimoufly  nonconcured  the  vote. 

The  manner  of  chufing  civil  officers  is  a  defect  in  the 
conititution,  which  does  not  feem  to  have  been  confix 
dered  at  the  framing  the  charter,  and  as,  by  charter, 
officers  muft  annually  be  elected,  it  is  a  defect  which 
mud  be  fubmitted  to.  If  either  houfe  fliould  elect  by 
themfelves  and  fend  to  the  other  for  concurrence  the 
right  of  nomination  would  be  fuch  an  advantage  as 
neither  would  be  willing  to  concede  to  the  other.  In 
the  early  days  of  the  charter,  it  had  been  made  a  queftion, 
whether  in  any  acts  of  government  the  council  had  a 
negative  voice  and  were  not  rather  to  vote  in  conjunction 
with  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  and  Conftantine  Phips 
gave  his  opinion,  that  they  had  no  negative.  He  feems 
not  to  have  confidered,  that  the  charter  and  the  com- 
miffions  to  governors  of  other  colonies  evidently  intended 
a  legiflature  after  the  pattern  of  the  legiflature  of  Eng- 
land, as  far  as  the  flate  and  circumflances  of  the  colonies, 
would  admit* 
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The  government,  under  the  old  charter  and  the  new,  171^ 
had  been  very  prudent  in  the  diftribution  of  the  terri- 
tory. Lands  were  granted  for  the  fake  of  fettling  them. 
Grants  for  any  other  purpofe  had  been  very  rare  and, 
ordinarily,  a  new  fettlement  was  contiguous  to  an  old  one. 
The  fettlers  themfelves,  as  well  as  the  government 
were  inclined  to  this  for  the  fake  of  a  focial  neigh- 
bourhood, as  well  as  mutual  defence  againft  an  enemy. 
The  firft  fettlers  on  Connecticut  river,  indeed,  left  a 
great  tract  of  wildernefs  between  them  and  the  reft  of 
the  colony,  but  they  went  off  in  a  body,  and  a  new  colo- 
ny, Connecticut,  was  fettling  near  them  at  the  fame  time. 
Rivers  were  alfo  an  inducement  to  fettle,  but  very  few 
had  ventured  above  Dunftable,  upon  the  fine  river  Mer- 
rimack, and  the  rivers  in  the  province  of  Main  had  no 
towns  at  any  diftance  from  the  fea  into  which  they 
empty.  But  all  on  a  fudden,  plans  are  laid  for  grants 
pf  vail:  tracts  of  unimproved  land  and,  the  laft  fefTion  of 
Mr.  Dummer's  adminiftration,  a  vote  paflfed  the  two 
boufes  appointing  a,  committee  to  lay  out  three  lines  of 
towns  each  town  of  the  contents  of  fix  miles  fquare,  one 
line  to  extend  from  Connecticut  river  above  Northfield 
to  Merrimack  river  above  Dunftable,  another  line  on, 
each  fide  Merrimacjc  as  far  as  Penicook,  and  another  from 
Nichewanock  river  to  Falmouth  in  Cafco-bay. 

Pretences  were  encouraged,  and  even  fought 
after,  to  intitle  perfons  to  be  grantees.  The  pofterity  of 
all  the  officers  and  foldiers  who  ferved  in  the  famous 
JSIaraganfet  expedition  in  1675  were  the  firft  pitched 
upon,  thofe  who  were  in  the  unfortunate  attempt  upon 
Canada  in  1 690  were  to  come  next.  The  government  of 
N.  Hampfliire  fuppofed  thefe  grants  were  made  in  order 
to  fecure  the  pofieffion  of  a  tract  of  country  challenged 
by  them  as  within  their  bounds.  This  might  have 
weight  with  fome  leading  men,  who  were  acquainted 
with  the  controverfy,  but  there  was  a  fondnefs  for  grant- 
ing land  in  any  part  of  the  province.  A  condition  of 
fading  a  certain,  number  of  families  in  a  few  years,  ordi- 
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1727.  narily,  was  annexed  to  the  grants,  but  the  court,  by 
multiplying  their  grants,  rendered  the  performance  of  the 
condition  impracticable,  there  not  being  people  enough 
within  the  province  willing  to  leave  the  old  fettled 
towns,  and  the  grantees  not  being  able  to  procure 
fettlers  from  abroad. 

The  fettlement  of  the  province  was  retarded  by  it, 
a  trade  of  land  jobbing  made  many  idle  perfons,  imagi- 
nary wealth  was  created,  which  was  attended  with  fome 
of  the  mifchievous  effects  of  the  paper  currency,  viz. 
idlenefs  and  bad  ceconomy,  a  real  expence  was  occafion- 
ed  to  many  perfons,  befides  the  purchafe  of  the  grantees 
title,  for  every  townfhip  by  law  was  made  a  propriety, 
and  their  frequent  meetings,  fchemes  for  fettlement,  and 
other  preparatory  bufinefs,  occafioned  many  charges. 
In  fome  few  towns,  houfes  were  built  and  fome  part  of 
the  lands  cleared.  In  a  ihort  time,  a  new  line  being 
determined  for  the  northern  boundary  of  the  Maflachu- 
fets  colony,  many  of  thefe  townfhips  were  found  to  be 
without  it.  The  government  of  New-Ham pfhire,  for 
the  crown,  laid  claim  to  fome  of  them,  and  certain  pei> 
fons,  calling  themfelves  proprietors  under  JVIafon,  to 
others,  and  the  MafTachufets  people,  after  a  further  ex- 
pence  in  contefting  their  title,  either  wholly  \o(i  the 
lands,  or  made  fuch  compofition  as  the  new  claimers 
thought  fit  to  agree  to. 

1 728.  Mr.  Burnet*  was  received  with  unufual  pomp.  Befides 
a  committee  of  the  general  court,  many  private  genile^ 
men  went  as  far  as  Briftol  to  wait  upon  him,  and,  befides 
the  continual  addition  that  was  making  in  the  journey, 
there  went  out  of  Boflon  to  meet  him  at  a  fmall  diftance, 
fuch  a  multitude  of  horfes  and  carriages  that  he  entred 
the  town  with  a  greater  cavalcade  than  had  ever  been 
feen  before  or  fince.  Like  one  of  his  predeceflbrs,  lord 
Bellamont,  he  urged  this  grand  appearance,  in  his  firft 
fpeech  to  the  affembly,  as  a  proof  of  their  ability  very  ho- 
norably to  fupport  his  majefty's  government  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  acquainted  them  with  the  king's  jnfltruclion 

t* 

#  lie  arrived  at  Eofton  July  !*&« 


MA8SACHUSETS-BAY.         333 

to  him  to  infift  upon  an  efhblifhed  falary,  and  his  172-$. 
intention  firmly  to  adhere  to  it.*  He  had  a/ked  the 
opinion  of  a  New- England  gentleman,  who  was  then 
the  minifler  of  the  prefbyterian  church  at  New- York, 
whether  the  aiTembly  would  comply  with  his  inftru&ion, 
and  received  a  difcou raging  anfwer  which  caufed  him 
to  reply,  that  he  would  not  engage  in  a  quarrel,  or  to 
that  efFe&  ;  but  he  either  received  diiferent  advice  upon 
his  arrival,  or  for  fome  other  reafon  altered  his  mind. 
The  aiTembly  feemed,  from  the  beginning,  determined  to 
withstand  him.  To  do  it  with  better  grace  and  a  more 
reafonable  profpect  of  fuccefs  the  quantum  of  the  falary, 
it  was  agreed,  was  not  worth  difputing.  It  bore  no  pro- 
portion to  the  privilege  and  right  of  granting  it  for 
fuch  time  as  they  thought  proper.  The  fame  perfons, 
therefore,  who  fix  or  feven  years  before  refufed  to  make 
governor  Shute  and,  perhaps,  the  government  oafy  by 
granting  not  more  than  five  hundred  pounds  flerling  a 
year,  now  readily  voted  for  a  thoufand  or  a  fum  which 
was  intended  to  be  equal  to  it.  AfToonas  addrefTes  from 
the  council  and  houfe,  the  ufual  compliments  upon  the 
firfl  arrival  of  a  governor,  had  pafled,  the  houfe  made  a 
grant  of  £1700  towards  his  fupport  and  to  defrey  the 
charge  of  his  journey.     In  a  day  or  two,  the  governor 

let 

*  "  Ic  is  not  eafy  to  exprefs  the  pleafure  I  have  had  fn  coming 
among  you.  The  commifSon  with  which  his  majefty  has 
honored  me  (however  unequal  to  it)  has  been  received  in  fb 
refpeelful  and  noble  a  manner,  and  the  plenty  and  wealth  of 
this  great  province  has  appeared  to  me  in  fuel*  a  ftrong  light, 
as  will  not  fuffer  me  to  doubt  of  your  fupporting  his  majefty's 
government  by  an  ample,  honorable  and  lafting  fettlement. 
The  wifdom  of  parliament  has  made  it  an  eftablifhed  cuftorri 
to  grant  the  civil  lift  to  the  king  for  life,  and,  as  lam  confident 
the  representatives  of  the  people  here  would  be  unwilling  to  own? 
themfelves  outdone  in  duty  to  his  majefty  by  any  of  his  ihbje&s, 
I  have  reafon  to  hope  that  they  will  not  think  fach  an  example" 
has  any  thing  in  it  which  ihey  are  not  ready  to  imitate.  I 
fhall  lay  before  you  his  majefty's  inftrucYion  to  me  upon  this 
fubjccl,  which,  as  it  fhall  be  an  inviolable  rule  for  my  condacTy 
will,  without  queftion,  have  it's  due  weight  with  you/' 
Gsv.  fpsecb  24  July  1728,  , 
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*72°*  let  them  know  he  was  utterly  unable  to  give  his  confent 
to  it,  being  inconfiftent  with  his  inftruftion.     After  ± 
week's  deliberation,  a  grant  was  made  of  three  hundred 
pounds  for  the  charge  of  his  journey,  which  he  accepted, 
and  another  of  fourteen   hundred    pounds   towards  his 
fupport,   which  was1  accompanied  with  a  joint  meffage 
from  the  council  arid  houfe,  prepared  by  a  committee, 
wherein  they  aflert  their  undoubted  right  as  Englilhmeri 
and  their  privilege   by  the  charter  to  raife  and   apply 
monies  for  the  fupport  of  government  and  their  readinef? 
to  give  the  governor  an  ample  and  honorable  fupport,  but 
they  apprehended  it  would  be  mod  for  his  majefty's  fer- 
vice,  &c.  to  do  it  without  eftablifhing  a  fixed  falary.  f 
The  governor  was  always  very  quick  in  his  replies  and 
once,  when  a  committee  came  to  hint  with  a  meffage, 
having  privately  obtained  a  copy  of  it,-  gave  the  fame 
committee  an  anfwer  in  writing  to  carry  back.     The 
fame  day  this  mefTag^  was  delivered, 'he  obferved  to 
them,  in  anfwer,  "  that  the  right  of  Englifnmen  could 
never  intitle  them  to  do  wrong,  that  their  privilege  of 
raifing  money  by  charter  was  exprefled  to  be  *  by  whol- 
fome  and  reafonable  laws  arid   directions,'  confequently 
not  fuch  as  were  hurtful  to  the  eonftitction  and  the  ends 
6f  government;     that   their  way    of  giving  a  fupport 
to  the  governor  could  not  be  honorable,  for  it  deprived 
him  of  the  undoubted  right  of  an  Englifhmati,  viz.  to 
aft  his  judgment,  or  obliged  him  to  remain  without  fup- 
port, and  he  appealed  to  their  own  consciences,  whether 
they  had  not  formerly  kept  back  their  governor's  allow- 
ance until  other  bills  were  paffedVand  whether  they  had 
Hot  fometimes  made  the  falary  depend  upon  the  confent 
to  fuch  bills  j  that  if  they  really  intended  from  time  to 
time  to  grant  an  honorable  fupport  they  could  have  no 
juft  objection  to  making  their  purpofes  effectual  by  fixing 
his  falary,-  for  he  Would  never  accept  of  a  grant  of  the 
kind  they  had  then  made."     We  (hall  be  convinced  that 
Mr.  Burnet  was  notaperfon  who  could  be  eajQly  moved 
from  a  refolution  he  had  once  taken  up. 

Up  ok 
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tJpoN  the  receipt  of  this  meffage  and  the  peremp-  1728. 
tory  declaration  of  the  governor,  the  houfe  found  this 
was  like  to  be  a  ferious  affair,  arid  that  they  fhould  not 
fo  eafily  get  rid  of  it  as  they  had  done  of  the  like  de- 
mands made  by  Dudley  and  Shote,  and  again  appointed 
3  committee  to  join  with  a  committee  of  council  to 
confider  of  thfs  meffage.  The  exclufive  right  of  the 
houfe  in  originating  grants  they  have  often  fo  far  given 
up  as  to  join  with  the  council  by  committees  to  confider 
and  report  the  expediency  of  them,  the  reports,  gene- 
rally, being  fent  to  the  houfe,  there  to  be  firft  acted  upon; 
The  report  of  this  committee  was  accepted  in  council 
and  fent  to  the  houfe,  but  there  rejected  and,  not  being 
able  to  unite  in  an  anfwer,  the  houfe  tried  the  council 
with  a  refolve,  fent  to"  them  for  concurrence,  the  pur- 
port of  which  was,  that  fixing  a  falary  on  the  governor 
or  commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being  would  be  dan-, 
gerous  to  the  inhabitants  and  contrary  to  the  defign  of 
the  charter  in  giting  power  to  make  wholfome  and  rea«* 
fonable  orders  and  laws  for  the  welfare  of  rhe  province* 
This  vote,  in  fo  general  terms,  the  council  did  not  think 
proper  to  concur,  and  declared  that,  although  they  were 
of  opinion  it  might  prove  of  ill  confequence  to  fettle  a* 
falary  upon  the  governor  for  the  time  being,  yet  they 
apprehended  a  falary  might  be  granted  for  a  certain  time/ 
to  the  prefent  governor,  without  danger  to  the  province, 
or  being  contrary  to  the  defign  of  the  charter,  &c.* 

Th'is  occafioned  a  conference,  without  effect,  both 
hou&s  adhering  to  their  own  votes,  and  from  this  time 
the  houfe  were  left  to  manage  the  controversy  them- 
felves.  They  fent  a  meffage  to  the  governor  to  defire 
the  court  might  rife.f  He  told  them,  that  if  he  fliould 
comply  with  their  deiire  he  fhould  put  it  out  of  their 
power  to  pay  an  immediate  regard  to  the  king's  induc- 
tion and  he  would  not  grant  them  a  recefs  until  they  had 
finifhed  the  bufmefs  for  which  the  court  was  then  fitting,, 
They  then,  in  a  meffage  to  him,  declared  that,  in  faith- 
fulnefs  to  the  people  of  the  province,   they  could  not 
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3728.  come  into  an  aft  for  eftablifhing  a  falary  on  the  governor 
or  commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being,  and  therefore 
they  renewed  their  requeft  that  the  court  might  rife.* 

Both  the  governor  and  the  houfe  feem  to  have  fome 
referve  in  their  declarations.  Perhaps  a  falary  during 
his  adminiitration  would  have  fatisfied  him,  although  he 
demanded  it  for  the  commander  in  chief  for  the  time 
being  ;  and  the  houfe  do  not  yet  fay,  that  they  will  not 
fettle  a  falary  for  a  limited  time.  Each  defired  that  the 
other  would  make  fome  conceflions.  Both  declined, 
and  both  by  long  altercation  were  irritated  and, at  length,- 
which  is  often  the  cafe,  inftead  of  elofing,  as  feemed  pro- 
bable at  firft,  widened  the  breach  until  they  fixed  at  the 
Oppofite  extremes.  The  major  part  of  the  council  and 
about  a  fixih  part  of  the  houfe  were  willing  to  fettle  a 
falary  upon  Mr.  Burnet  for  a  term  not  exceeding  three 
years,  poiTibly  even  fome  who  were  finally  the  mon  zea- 
lous in  the  oppoiition  would  have  fubmitted  to  this  if 
they  could  have  been  fure  of  its  being  accepted,  and 
they  had  been  at  liberty  to  aft  their  judgment.  Mr. 
Cooke  had  experienced  the  ill  fu'ccefsof  the  controverfy 
with  governor  Shute  and  feemed  defirous  of  being  upon 
terms  with  his  fucceffor  who,  upon  his  fifft  arrival  and 
until  the  province  houfe  could  be  repaired,  lodged  ae 
Mr.  Cooke's  houfe,  but  a  friend (ll'ip  could  not  long  con- 
tinue between  two  perfons  of  fo  different  opinions  upon 
civil  government.  The  language  of  the  governor's 
meffages  was  thought  too  dictatorial  by  the  people  and 
particularly,  by  the  inhabitants  of  Bofton,  and  he  had  bees 
fome  what  free  in  his  jokes  upon  fome  of  the  Ihopkeepers 
and  principal  tradefmen  Who  were,  then,  the  directors  of 
the  counfels  of  the  town  and  very  much  influenced 
thofe  of  the  houfe.  An  intimation  in  the  governor's 
next  nieffage*  that,  if  they  did  not  comply  with  the 
inflruftion,  the  legiflature  of  Great- Britain  would  take 
into  coniideration  the  fupport  of  the  government  and, 
perhaps,  fomething  befides,  meaning  the  charter, increafed 
the  prejudices  againfl  him.     The  houfe,    now,  thought 

shemfeives 
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themfelves  obliged  to  be  more  particular  than  they  had  172& 
yet  been  fully  to  affert  their  rights.*  This  was  what 
the  governor  defired  and,  without  any  delayf  he  fent 
them  an  anfwer.  As  thefe  two  meflages  feem  to  begin, 
in  earned:,  the  argument  on  each  fide  of  the  queftion, 
we  ftiall  infert  them  in  the  margin.  J  Not  long  after, 
Vol.  1L  Z  the 

*  Auguft  31ft.       t  ^Pt-  2d. 

J  Auguft  31ft,  1728.      The  houfe  of  reprefentatlves  fent  the 
following  meffage  to  his  excellency  the  governor. 
*«  May  it  pleafe  your  excellency, 

The  representatives  in  general  court  affembled,  before  they  pro- 
ceed to  make  reply  to  what  they  received  from  you  on  thurf» 
day  laft,  refpccling  their  anfwer  of  that  morning  to  your 
meflage  of  the  28th  current,  beg  leave  to  recur  to  what  the 
council  and  reprefentatlves,  the  7th  inftant,  in  great  truth  and 
fmcerity,  among  other  things,  laid  before  your  excellency  viz. 
they  humbly  apprehend  that  his  majefty's  fervice  in  the  necef- 
fary  defence  and  fupport  of  the  government  and  the  protection 
and  prefervation  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  the  two  great  ends 
propofed  in  the  power  granted  to  this  court  for  the  raifmg 
taxes  would  be  bed  anfwered  without  eftabliftiing  a  falary. 
Your  excellency  was  pleafed  to  let  us  know,  that  the  anfwer 
of  the  houfe  contained  no  reafons  that  appeared  to  you  fufficient 
why  his  majefty's  23d  inftruction  might  not  be  complied  with, 
fmce  the  fame  methods  that  are  found  no  ways  to  prejudice 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  Great- Britain  nor  of 
other  colonies,  cannot  prejudice  thofe  of  the  province. — If  the 
method  practifed  in  Great- Britain  is  not  prejudicial  to  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  there,  it  does  not  therefore 
follow  that  fixing  a  falary  will  not  prejudice  the  people  of  this 
province.  The  Britifh  conftitution  differing  from  ours  in  many 
refpe&s  ;  and  other  colonies  coming  into  any  particular  me- 
thod, we  not  knowing  the  motives  inducing  them  thereto,  nor 
the  feveral  conftitutions  of  government  they  are  put  under., 
ought  not  to  influence  or  prompt  us  to  imitate  them. 
May  it  pleafe  your  excellency. 

The  houfe,  being  heartily  defirous  to  cultivate  a  good  agreement 
and  harmony  with  your  excellency,  take  this  opportunity  to  af- 
fure  you,  that  we  have,  once  and  again,  deliberately  confidered 
your  menage  for  fixing  a  falary,  and  do  humbly  conceive  that 
it  is  againft  the  good  defign  of  the  powers  vefted  and  repofed 
in  us  by  the  royal  charter,  to  pafs  acts  purfuant  to  the  inftruc- 
aoas  laid  befare  us,  for  as  muck  as  palling  fuch  acts,  as  we 
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•  7*8.  the  houfe,  inftead  of  any  advances  towards  a  compliance, 
which  the  governor  wifhed  to  obtain,  came  to  refolutions 
upon  two  queftions  which  fhewed  fliil  more  fully  their 

fenfe 

apprehend,  has  a  direct  tendency  to  weaken  eur  happy  confti- 
tution  ;  for  that  their  late  majefty's  King  William  and  Queen 
Mary,  of  glorious  memory,  were  gracioufly  pleafed  to   gratify 
the  inhabitants  here  and  did  grant   to  them   certain   powers 
privileges  and  franchifes  to  be  ufed  and  employed  for  the  benefit 
of  the  people  and,   in  the  fame  grant,   referved  other  powers 
to  be  ufed  and  exercifed  by  the  crown  or  the  governors  lent  by 
them,  agreeable  to  the  directions  and  inftructions  contained  in 
faid  grant  and  their  commiflions,  having  reference  for  their 
better  guidance  and  directions  to  the  feveral  powers  and  au- 
thorities mentioned  in  the  faid  charter  ;    if  therefore  the  gene- 
ral aflcmbly  ihould  at  any  time  come  into  any  ad  that  might 
tend   to   infringe  the  prerogative  or  diflerve  the   crown,  his 
majefty's  governor's  have  a  negative  voice  on  all  fuch.  acts  ; 
furthermore,  ihould  any  governor  incautioufly  give  his  confent 
to  fuch  ads,  his  majefty  has  referved  to  bimfelf  a  power  to 
difallow  the  fame,  but  the  ufe  and  exercife  of  the  other  powers 
and  privileges  lodged  in  the  general  afTembly,  his  majeliy  juft- 
ly  expects  they  will  never  make  ufe  of  them  in  prejudice  of  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  people,  hut  at  all  times  exert  them- 
fclves  in  defence  thereof.   If  we  refemble  the  Britifh  cooftitution, 
as  your  excellency  has  done  us  the  honor  to  declare,  we  hum- 
bly apprehend  that  no  part  of  the  legiflature  here  mould  be 
intirely  independent,  as  yotw  excellency  has  very  juftly  denoted 
to  us,  that  the  three  diftinct  branches  of  the  legiflature,  preferved 
in  a  due  balance,    forms  the  excellency  of  the  Britifh  conftitu- 
tion  and  if  any  of  thcfe  branches  ihould  become  lets  able  to 
fupport  its  own  dignity  and  freedom,  the  whole  muft  inevitably 
fuiFer  by  the  alteration.     Your  excellency  is  pleafed  to  fay  that 
a  fupport  given  as  has  been   ufual  here  cannot  be  honorable 
becaufe  that  implies  no  fort  of  confidence  in  the  government. 
To  which  we  humbly  offer,  that  if  your  excellency  would  take 
notice  of  our  grants,  you  would  fee  that  the  very  method  itfelf 
is  founded  on  nothing  elie,  inafmuch  as  they  always  look  for- 
ward and  are  given  to  enable  the  governor  to  go  on  and  manage 
the  public  affairs.      Thus,    in   this  our  firft  fellion  at    your 
excellency's  firft  and  welcome  arrival, the  aiTembly  made  a  grant 
of  £.  1400 — to  enable  your  excellency  to  manage  the  affairs  of 
this  province,  fully  confiding  in  your  conduct,      if  your  excel- 
lency intends  that  we  do  not  pur  fo  much  confidence  in  you 
as  the  parliament  do  in  our  moll  gracious  foveieign,  to  whom 

the 
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fenfe  of  the  point  in  controverfy.     The  firfl:  queftion  172& 

was,  whether  the  houfe  will   take  under  confide  rat  ion 

the  fettling  a  temporary  falary  upon  the  governor  or 

Z  2  commander 

the  civil  lift  is  granted  for  fife  (which  God  long  preferve)  we 
freely  acknowledge  it.  is  it  reasonable  or  pofllble  that  we 
fhould  confide  in  any  governor  whatfoever  (o  much  as  in  our 
gracious  king, the  common  father  of  all  his  people, who  is  known 
to  delight  in  nothing  fo  much  as  in  their  happinefs  and  whofe 
intereit  and  glory  and  that  of  his  royal  progeny  are  infepara- 
ble  from  the  profperity  and  welfare  of  his  people,  whereas  ft 
is  moft  obvious  that  neither  the  profperity  nor  adverfiry  of  a  peo- 
ple affect  a  governor's  intereft  at  all  when  he  has  once  left  them. 

Your  Excellency  goes  on  and  declares  that  the  fupport  of  the  go- 
vernment in  this  manner  vifibly  depends  on  an  intire  compli- 
ance with  the  other  parts  of  the  legiflature.  Had  the  governor 
no  authority  nor  checks  upon  them  we  muft  acknowledge  this 
to  be  the  cafe,  but  as  both  the  other  parts  have  a  great  depen- 
dence upon  the  governor's  difcretionary  power,  the  council 
(as  the  practice  ufually  is)  for  their  very  being  and  both  they 
and  the  reprefentatives  for  every  law  and  proper  aft  of  govern- 
ment, and  for  every  penny  put  into  and  drawn  out  of  the  trea- 
fury,  for  their  whole  defence  and  fecurity  in  every  cafe  of 
danger,  as  he  is  their  captain  general,  befides  other  obvious 
particulars  needlefs  and  too  numerous  to  be  named,  that  if  in 
this  fmgle  inftance  the  governor  fhould  have  dependence  on 
the  alterably,  as  to  his  fupport,  according  38  they  (hall  fee  the 
province  able,  the  other  things  that  they  depend  upon  him  for 
are  io  vaftly  more  than  a  counterbalance  that  it  cannot  be 
thought  that  the  commander  in  chief  can  be  hereby  prevented 
acting  according  to  his  judgment  or  remain  without  fupport. 
"We  affure  your  excellency  that  it  is  not  any  exception  to  your 
perfon  or  adminiftration  (which  we  hope  other  parts  of  our 
conduct  have  made  evident)  that  determines  us  againft  fixing 
a  falary  as  prefcribed. 

May  it  pleafe  your  excellency, 

Since  we  have  fo  many  times  heretofore  and  do  now  in  the  mod 
folemn  manner  and  after  the  molt  ftrict  fcrutiny  we  are  able 
to  make  in  this  important  affair  manifelt  that  in  faithfulnefs 
to  our  country  we  cannot  think  it  advifeable  for  this  hoafe  to 
be  concerned  in  paCGng  an  act  for  :ixing  a  falary  as  prefcribed, 
we  do  therefore  molt  ardently  move  your  excellency,  that  you 
would  permit  us  to  repair  to  our  feveral  homes,  and  not  keep 
us  fitting  here  in  order  to  ouracting  contrary  to  our  native  free- 
dom and  declared  judgment  and  fo  betraying  the  greactruft  . 
and  confidence  our  principals  have  repofed  in  us,  Sept, 
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172S.  commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being.  This  paffed  in 
the  negative.  Then  this  queftion  was  put  ;  "Whether 
the  houfe  can  with  fafety  to  the  people  come  into  any 

other 

Sept    3d  1728. 
The  fecretary  carried  down  to  the  hotife  the  following  meiTage 
from  his  excellency  the  governor. 

Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  reprcfentatives, 
It  is  not  at  all  agreeable  to  my  inclination  to  enter  into  difputes 
with  your  houfe  and,for  that  reafon,  I  have  endeavoured  hitherto 
to  be  as  fhort  as  the  importance  of  the  matters  which  I  have 
recommended  to  you  will  allow  me.  But  fince  you  have  thought 
fit  to  lay  fuch  itrefs  on  the  reafons  offered  in  your  reply  of 
iaturday,  I  cannot  avoid,  once  more  for  all,  entring  into  a 
particular  examination  of  them,  that  not  only  yourfelves  bttt 
thofe  whom  you  reprefent  may  be  enabled  to  judge   of  the 

controverfy   between   us. You  begin  with  reminding  me 

that  the  council  and  reprefentatives  apprehended  ■  that  his  ma- 
jetty's  fervice,  in  the  neeeffary  defence  and  fupport  of  the  go- 
vernment and  the  protection  and  prefervation  of  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  the  two  great  ends  propofed  in  the  power  granted  to 
this  court,  would  be  beft  anfwered  without  eftablifhing  a  fixed 
falary.'    It  ought  not  to  be  forgotten,  at  the  fame  time,  that 
the  council   had  altered  the  words  would  be  beft  into  may  be 
'well  though  you  prevailed  with  them   to   recede  from   the 
amendment,  and  that  they  made  this  addition,  *  We  cfleemit  s 
great  nnhappinefs  that  his  m*jefty  fhould  think  our  method  of 
Supporting  the  governors  of  this  province  a defign  of  making 
them  dependant  on  the  people,'  to  which  you  agreed,  though 
nothing  to  that  effect  had  been  inferted  in  your  own  draught. 
By  thefe  inftances,  the  council  appear,  from  the  flrft  to  have 
very  different  apprehenfions  from  you  of  the  regard  to  be  paid 
to  his  majefty's  instruction  and  of  the  weight  of  his  difpleafure, 
which  lait  confideration  (though  the  greateft  part  of  my  mef- 
fage)  was  not,  it  feems,  thought  by  you  to  deferve  any  room 
at  all  in  fo  long  a  reply.     But  fuppofing  the  council  and  yoti 
were  agreed,  that  is  to  fay,  that  two  branches  of  the  legiflature 
thought  it  beft  to  keep  the  third  intirely  dependent  on  them, 
(which  would  be  a  manifeft  piece  of  partiality  and  injuftice) 
is  this  any  reafon  why  the  third  fhould  be  of  the  fame  opinion  ? 
,Or  rather, does  it  not  confirm  the  too  juft  fufpicion  his  majefty 
has  of  a  defign  fo  dangerous  to  his  own  authority  ?  Two  bran- 
ches of  legiflature  can  bring  nothing  to  effect  without  the  third 
and,  comequently,  if  what  feems  beft  to  them  only  cannot  be 
ciaicnted  ta  by  theoth«r,  it  becomes  their  duty  then  to  confi- 
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other  method  for  fupporting  the  governor  or  commander  1728. 
in  chief  for  the  time  being,  than  what  has  been  hereto- 
fore praclifed.    This  alfo  paiTed  in  the  negative  and  was 

Z  3  the 

der  what  next  befl  thing  can  be  done,  in  which  all  three  can 
concur,  for  it  does  not  follow  that  if  what  fome  imagine  beft 

cannot  be  done,  therefore  nothing  fhould  be  done  at  all. 

And  fo  much  for  what  you  have  faid  before  you  proceed  to 
make    reply. 

You  may  perceive  from  what  I  have  already  exprefTed.upon  how 
many  accounts  the  reafons  of  the  houfe  can  never  appear  fuf- 
ficient  to  me  why  his  majefty's  23d  inrtrucYion  fhould  not  be 
complied  with,  and  I  am  far  from  thinking  that  you  give  any 
anfwer  to  my  former  reafons.  You  fay  ■  that  if  the  method 
pracYifed  in  Great-Britain  is  not  prejudicial  to  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  people  there,  it  does  not  therefore  follow  that 
fixing  a  falary  would  not  prejudice  the  people  of  this  province.' 
Rights  and  liberties  are  words  that  have,  naturally,  the  fame 
meaning  in  all  countries  and,  unlefs  you  can  fhew  me  wherein 
the  Britifh rights  and  liberties  are  defective,  (which  you  have  not 
done)  I  may  conclude  that  they  are  not  fo  and,  in  that  cafe,  it 
is  a  natural  confequence  that  the  methods  under  which  they 
have  been  fo  longfafe  and  flouri filing  are  mou"  likely  to  produce 
the  fame  effects.  But  you  fay  «  the  Britifh  confutation  differs 
from  yours  in  many  refpects.'  I  take  the  chief  difference  to 
have  been  in  the  ufe  made  of  the  conllitution  which  has  been 
no  ways  to  your  advantage,  for  by  Great-Britain's  keeping  up 
to  their  conftitution  publick  credit  ftill  continue*  at  the  heighth, 
notwithstanding  the  vaft  charges  and  debts  of  the  nation,  but 
with  you  credit  has  fallen  lower  and  lower  in  an  amazing  man- 
ner, and  this  has  proceeded  plainly  from  the  want  of  a  fufficient 
check  in  the  other  branches  of  the  legiflature  to  the  fuddpn  and 
unadvifed  meafures  of  former  affemblies  ;  fo  that  if  ever  you 
come  near  the  happinefs  of  Great-Britain  it  mud  be  by  fupport- 
ing thofe  parts  of  the  legiflature  which  of  late  have  been  too 
much  deprefied,  but  are  in  themfelves  neceffary  to  guard  the. 
liberties  and  properties  of  the  inhabitants  as  well  as  the  houft. 
of  reprefentatives. 

As  to  the  cafe  of  other  plantations,  I  (hall  only  fay  ;  If  you  enjoy 
larger  privileges  by  the  favor  of  the  crown  than  they  and,  by 
confequence,  have  more  to  lofe  by  his  majetty's  difpleafure,tht 
arguments  both  of  gratitude  and  intereft  plead  ftronger  with 
you  for  a  compliance  with  an  inftruftion  hi  itfelf-  fo  juft  and 
ye^fonablc, 

I  cannot 
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$728.  the  firft  inftance  of  the  houfe's  declaring  they  would 
make  no  advances,  for  in  their  meffage  lad  preceding 
they  only  fay  they  do  not  think  it  advifeable  to  pafs  an 
a&  for  fixing  a  falary  as  prefcribed.  Thefe  votes  caufed 
the  governor  to  put  them  in  mind  of  a  letter  from  their 
agent  in  the  year  1722,  wherein  he  mentions  that  lord 
Carteret,,  in  converfation,  defired  him  to  write  to  the 
affembly  not  to  provoke  the  government  in  England  to 

bring 

l  cannot  fee  why  you  apprehend  that  pafllng  acts  purfuant  to  the 
inftru&ion  has  a  direct  tendency  to  weaken  your  happy  con- 
ftitution,  efpecially  fince  you  now  acknowledge  what  I  had  for- 
merly obferved,  "  that  each  branch  of  the  legiflature  and  con- 
fequently  the  governor  ought  to  be  enabled  to  fupport  its  own 
dignity  and  freedom,"  which  is  all  that  is  intended  by  the 
inftru&ion. 

I  had  obferved,  ■«  that  the  ufual  way  of  fupporting  the  govern- 
ment implied  no  fort  of  confidence  in  the  governor."  Yon 
offer  '  that  if  1  would  take  notice  of  your  grants  1  mould  fee 
that  the  very  method  itfclf  is  founded  upon  nothing  elfe,  inaf- 
much  as  they  always  look  forward  and  are  given  to  enable  the 
governor  to  go  on  and  manage  the  publick  affairs.*  I  can 
fcarce  believe  that  this  is  intended  for  a  ferious  argument,  fince 
a  time  no  longer  ago  than  laft  winter  fefiion  affords  a  plain 
proof  to  the  contrary.  The  lieutenant  governor  informed  the 
houfe  in  anfwer  to  their  meffage  exprefling  their  defire  of  an 
^adjournment,  *  that  he  had  confented  to  all  the  acts  and  votes 
parted  the  two  houfes  except  the  bill  for  emitting  bills  of  credit 
which  he  would  have  figned  were  it  confident  with  his  majefty's 
instruction  which  it  was  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  council.* 
And  he  concludes  with  reminding  them,  •  that  the  proper  and 
ufual  feafon  for  granting  falaries  is  already  outrun,  and  that  he 
expects  they  will  provide  for  the  honorable  fupport  of  the  go- 
vernment before  they  rife.'  The  houfe  entered  into  the  con- 
fideration  of  the  above  meffage,  and  after  fome  debate  had 
thereon  the  queftion  was  put,  whether  the  houfe  will  now  come 
to  the  consideration  of  allowances,  it  pa/Ted  in  the  negative. 
Then  the  queftion  was  put,  whether  the  confideration  of  al- 
lowances fhaii  be  referred  to  the  next  feffion  of  this  court  ;  re- 
folved  in  the  affirmative.  In  this  manner  was  this  method  of 
grants  *  that  always  look  forward*  brought  to  look  directly 
upon  the  prefent  bufmefs  in  order  to  compel  a  compliance  or, 
if  you  like  that  better,  to  look  backward  by  way  of  pumfhment 
for  a  denial  ;  and  fo  the  public  affairs  were  left  to  manage 
themfelves  for  any  arc  that  was  taken  of  them, 

Your 
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bring  their  charter  before  the  parliament,  for  if  they  r72S. 
did,  it  was  his  opinion,  it  wonld  be  diflblved  without 
oppofition,  and  the  governor  adyifed  them  to  take  care 
their  proceedings  did  not  bring  their  charter  into  danger 
at  that  time.  This  caution  did  not  prevent  the  houfe 
from  preparing  a  (late  of  the  controverfy  between  the 
governor  and  them,  concerning  his  falary,  to  tranfmir 
to  their  feveral  towns,  in  the  conclufion  of  which  they 
fay  that  they  dare  neither  come  into  a  fixed  falary  on 
the  governor  for  ever  nor  for  a  limited  time,  for  the 
following  reafons. 

Z  4  "  1  ft.  Because 

Your  next  obfervation  is  not  one  jot  a  jufter  reprefentation  of  the 
cafe  before  you.  You  fay  you  are  not  for  fixing  a  falary 
*  becaufe  it's  net  reafonable  or  po(Iib!e  you  {hould  confide  in 
any  governor  whatfoever  fo  much  as  in  our  moft  gracious  king.' 
As  if  this  inftrucYion  to  demand  a  falary  came  from  a  governor 
and  not  from  his  majefty  himfelf,  and  as  if  the  falary  was.  to 
be  given  directly  to  the  governor  and  not  to  his  majefty  for  the 
ufe  of  bis  governoror  commander  in  chief,  or  as  if  uponjult 
complaint  his  majelty  could  not  or  would  not  remove  an  ill 
governor  and,  in  (hort,  as  if  your  doing  the  thing  would  rot 
be  altogether  upon  confidence  in  his  majelty  and  no.  in  any 
governor  whatfoever.  The  words  of  refpect  here  ufed  to  his 
majefty  come  with  a  very  ill  grace  and  have  not  that  gravity 
in  them  which  would  be  more  becoming,  fince  in  the  faire 
breath  you  are  difregarding  his  own  demand  and  undervaluing 
his  favor  and  making  light  of  his  declaration  '  that  \t  you  d  > 
not  pay  an  immediate  regard  to  his  inftruction  he  will  Ionic 
upon  it  as  a  manifeft  mark  of  your  undutiful  behavior  tq 
himfelf.* 

You  carry  on  the  fame  kind  of  reafoning  to  the  end  of  your  paper, 
which  feems  much  better  adapted  to  amufe  than  to  prove 
any    thing. 

In  the  flrft  place,  you  make  a  very  pompous  reprefentation  of  the 
governor's  authority  and  of  the  great  dependance  the  other 
parts  of  the  general  court  have  on  his  difcretionary  power  and 
calJ  his  fupport  the  fmgle  inftance  in  which  he  has  fome  de- 
pendance on  the  affembly,  and,  juft  after,  you  give  an  odious 
afperfion  on  an  undoubted  branch  of  the  power  lodged  in  the 
governor,  which  is  ■  to  keep  the  generar court  together  as  long 
as  he  thinks  the  public  affairs  require  it.'  I  am  at  a  lofs  ta 
know  whether  your  infinuation,  that  I  keep  you  here  in  order 
to  compel  you  to  act  coatrary  to  your  native  freedom  and 

decided 
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"  i  ft.  Because  it  is  an  untrodden  path,  which  neither 
they  nor  their  predeceffors  have  gone  in,  and  they  can- 
not certainly  forefee  the  many  dangers  that  may  be  in 
it,  nor  can  they  depart  from  that  way  which  has  been 
found  fafe  and  comfortable. 

"  2dly.  Because  it  is  the  undoubted  right  of  all  En? 
glifhmen,  by  magna  charta,  to  raife  and  difpofe  of  money 
for  the  public  fervice,  of  their  own  free  accord,  without 
compuliion. 

"  3dly.  Because  it  mud  neceffarily  lefTen  the  dignity 
and  freedom  of  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  in  making 
acts  and  raifmg  and  applying  taxes,  &c.  and,  confequent- 
ly,  cannot  be  thought  a  proper  method  to  preferve  that 
balance  in  the  three  branches  of  the  legiflature  which' 
feems  neceffary  to  form,  maintain  and  uphold  the  con- 
ftitution. 

"  4thly. 

declared  judgment,  be  more  injurious  to  me  Or  your/elves. 
You  feem  to  allow  the  governors  powers  only  fo  far  as  he  ufes 
them  according  to  your  pleafure,  but,  in  ufing  your  own 
powers,  to  take  it  very  ill  to  be  directed  by  any  body.  You 
£aid,  before, ■  that  the  other  things  which  the  houfe  depends  on 
a  governor  for  are  fo  vaftly  more  than  a  counterbalance  to  his 
Support  (you  might  have  faid  fubfiftence  and  then  the  irony 
would  have  appeared  more  openly)  th*t  it  can't  be  thought 
that  the  commander  in  chief  can  be  thereby  prevented  acling 
according  to  his  judgment  or  remain  without  fupport.'  As 
jf  you  were  ignorant  of  the  aforementioned  proceedings  of  the 
Jail  winter  ;  and  yet  you  are  very  ready  to  think  that  to  keep 
you  fitting  here  is  a  compulfion  to  you  to  ac"t  contrary  to  your 
Bative  freedom  and  declared  judgment  and  fo  betray  the  great 
truft  your  principals  have  repofed  in  you.  But  I  periuade 
myfelf  that  your  faithfulnefs  to  your  country  put  you  above 
any  fuch  temptation. 
£nd,  as  t  am  ftill  of  opinion  that  you  have  acled  upon  miftaken 
notions,  I  cannot  give  over  the  hopes  of  your  coming  to  fee 
Things  in  that  true  light  in  which  (I  flatter  mytelf )  I  have 
flared  the  point  in  queftion  and,  as  1  am  difpofed  to  gratify 
you  as  far  as  is  confident  with  my  duty  and  my  honor,  I  hope 
you  will  confider  what  advances  you  can  make  towards  a  com- 
pliance, that  fo  the  prcfent  fefiion  may  not  be  a  needlefs  bur- 
den to  the  people  but  ftiil  have  a  great  iiTue  to  his  majefty'^ 
r.nd  the  country's  fervice,  V/,  Euraet. 

Cttieral  i-eurt  nurds* 
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a  4thly.  Because  the  charter  fully  impowers  the  i7*8« 
general  aflembly  to  make  fuch  laws  and  orders  as  they 
(hall  judge  for  the  good  and  welfare  of  the  inhabitants 
and,  if  they  or  any  part  of  them  judge  this  not  to  be 
for  their  good,  they  neither  ought  nor  could  come  into 
it,  for,  as  to  a£l  beyond  or  without  the  powers  granted 
in  the  charter  might  juftly  incur  the  king's  difpleafure,  fo 
not  to  act:  up  and  agreeable  to  thofe  powers  might  juftly 
be  deemed  a  betraying  the  rights  and  privileges  therein 
granted,  and,  if  they  ihould  give  up  this  right,  they 
would  open  a  door  to  many  other  inconveniencies." 

This  reprefentation  was  prepared  to  be  carried  home 
by  the  feveral  members,  upon  the  rifing  of  the  court, 
in  order  to  their  towns  giving  their  inftru&ions,  but, 
the  houfe  being  kept  fitting,  it  was  printed  and  fent 
through  the  province.  Xne  governor  fent  a  meifage 
to  the  houfe,  3  few  days  after,  in  which  he  takes  their 
reprefentation  to  pieces  and,  in  the  clofe  of  his  meffage, 
appeals  to  them  whether  he  had  not  anfwered  all  their 
objections  except  <•  the  unknown  inconveniencies  to 
which  a  door  would  be  opened,'*  which  could  not  be 
anfwered  until  they  could  tell  what  they  were,  and 
charges  them  with  calling  for  help  from  what  they  had 
not  mentioned,  from  a  fenfe  of  the  imperfection  of  what 
they  had,  and  with  fending  to  their  feveral  towns  for 
advice  and  declaring,  at  the  fame  time,  they  did  not 
dare  follow  ir. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  recite  at  length  the  feveral 
meuages,  which  paffed  during  the  remainder  of  the 
controverfy,  from  the  chair  to  the  houfe  and  from  the 
houfe  to  the  chair,  which  followed  quick  one  upon  the 
back  of  another,  the  fum  of  the  argument,  upon  the 
part  of  the  governor,  was  as  follows,  that  it  was  highly 
reafonable  he  mould  enjoy  the  free  exercife  of  his  judg- 
ment in  the  adminiftration  of  government,  but  the  grants, 
made  for  a  ftiort  time  only  by  the  houfe,  were  thus  li* 
mited  for  no  other  reafon  than  to  keep  the  governor  in 
$  fta:e  of  dependence,  and  with  defign  to  withhold  from 
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1728.  him  the  neceffary  means  of  fubfiftence,  unlefs  he  would 
comply  with  their  a&s  and  refolves,  however  unreafon- 
able  they  might  appear  to  him ;  that  in  facl  they  had 
treated  governor  Shute  in  this  manner  and,  no  longer 
fmce  than  the  laft  year,  the  houfe  had  refufed  to  make 
the  ufual  grants  and  allowances,  not  only  to  the  lieut. 
governor  but  to  other  officers,  until  they  had  compelled 
him  to  give  his  confent  to  a  loan  of  fixty  thoufand 
pounds  in  bills  of  credit ;  that  a  conftitution  which,  in 
name  and  appearance,  confided  of  three  branches  was, 
in  fac"t,  reduced  to  one ;  that  it  was  a  profefTed  principle, 
in  the  conftitution  of  Great- Britain,  to  preferve  a  free- 
dom in  each  of  the  three  branches  of  the  legiflature, 
and  it  was  a  great  favour  fhewn  the  province,  when  king 
William  and  queen  Mary  eftablifhed,  by  the  royal  char- 
ter, a  form  of  government  fo  analogous  to  the  govern- 
ment of  Great-Britain ;  a  principle  of  gratitude  and  loyalty, 
therefore,  ought  to  induce  them  to  eftablifti  a  falary  for 
the  governor  of  this  province,  in  order  to  his  fupporting 
his  dignity  and  freedom,  in  like  manner  as  the  parlia- 
ment always  granted  to  the  king  what  was  called  the 
civil  lift,  not  once  in  fix  months  or  from  year  to  year, 
but  for  life  ;  that  this  was  no  more  than  other  provinces 
which  had  no  charters  had  done  for  their  governors ; 
that  there  was  nothing  in  the  province  charter  to  exempt 
them  from  the  fame  obligation  which  other  his  majefty's 
colonies  were  under  to  fupport  the  government  ;  to  be 
fure,  they  had  no  pretence  to  greater  privileges  by 
charter  than  the  people  of  England  enjoyed  from  magna 
charta,  and  yet  no  claufe  of  that  was  ever  urged  as  an 
objection  againft  granting  to  the  king  a  revenue  for 
life  ;  and  a  power  by  charter  to  grant  monies  could  not 
be  a  reafon  againft  granting  them  either  for  a  limited  or 
unlimited  time. 

On  the  part  of  the  houfe,  the  fubftance  of  their 
defence  againft  the  governor's  demand  and  his  reafons  in 
fupport  of  it  was,  that  an  obligation  upon  an  aflembly  in 
the  plantations  could  not  be  inferred  from. the  practice 

of 
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of  the  houfe  of  commons  in  Great-Britain ;  the  king  172$. 
was  the  common  father  of  all  his  fubje&s  and  their 
interests  were  infeparably  united,  whereas  a  plantation 
governor  was  affecled  neither  by  the  adverfity  nor  pros- 
perity of  a  colony  when  he  had  once  left  it,  no  wonder 
then  a  colony  could  not  place  the  fame  confidence  in  the 
governor  which  the  nation  placed  in  the  king  ;  however, 
the  grants  to  the  governor  always  looked  forward  and 
were  made,  not  for  fervices  done,  but,  to  be  done.  It 
muft  be  admitted,  the  governor  is  in  fome  meafure 
dependent  upon  the  affembly  for  his  falary,  but  he 
is  dependent  in  this  inftance  only,  whereas  he  has  a 
check  and  controul  upon  every  grant  to  any  perfon  in 
the  government  and  upon  all  laws  and  a&s  of  govern- 
ment whatfoever ;  nor  can  an  exa<ft  parallel  be  drawn 
between  theconftitution  of  Britain  and  that  of  the  pro- 
vince, for  the  council  are  dependent  upon  the  governor 
for  their  very  being,  once  every  year,  whereas  the  houfe 
of  lords  cannot  be  difplaced  unlefs  they  have  criminally 
forfeited  the  rights  of  peers ;  the  houfe  were  not  to  be 
governed  by  the  pra&ice  of  aflemblies  in  fome  of  the 
other  colonies,  nor  were  they  to  be  dictated  to  and  re- 
quired to  raife  a  certain  fum  for  a  certain  time  and  cer- 
tain purpofes;  this  would  deftroy  the  freedom  which 
the  houfe  apprehended  they  had  a  right  to  in  all  their 
a£ts  and  refolves  and  would  deprive  them  of  the  powers 
given  to  them,  by  charter,  to  raife  money  and  apply  it 
when  and  how  they  thought  proper.*  Different  judg- 
ments will  undoubtedly  be  formed  upon  the  weight  of 
thefe  reafons  on  the  one  fide  and  the  other. 

The 

*  The  governor  had  repeatedly  urged  againft  them  their  com  ■ 
pelling  lieutenant  governor  Dummer  to  fign  a  bill  for  hTuirg 
£. 60,000  againft  his  inftru&ion  and  againft  his  judgment, 
which  they  had  pafled  over  without  any  notice,  at  length,  they 
tell  him  "  we  doubt  not  but  the  true  ftate  of  the  cafe  is  thin, 
that  though  his  honor,  in  the  beginning  of  the  fefljon,  thought 
his  majefty's  inftruclion  forbad  him  coming  into  it,  yet,  upon 
deliberation  and  advice  of  the  affembly,  his  great  council,  he 
W3s  ofcherwile  ip'mded."     The  governor,  ia  anfvver,  aiks  them 

yaby 
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1728.  The  meflagesof  the  houfe,  at  firft,  were  fliort,  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  drawn  by  Mr.  Cooke,  who  never 
ufed  many  words  in  his  fpeeches  in  the  houfe,  which 
generally  discovered  fomething  manly  and  open,  though 
fcmetimes  fevere  and  bitter,  and  often  inaccurate.  In 
the  latter  part  of  the  controversy  they  were  generally 
drawn  by  Mr.  Welles,  another  member  from  Bofton,  the 
fecond  year  of  his  coming  to  the  houfe.  Thefe  were 
generally  more  prolix,  and  necefforily  fo  from  the  length 
of  the  meflages  to  which  they  were  an  anfwer.  The 
houfe  had  juftice  done  them  by  their  committees  who 
managed  this  controverfy,  and  they  were  then  willing 
to  allow  that  the  governor  maintained  a  bad  caufe  with 
as  plaufible  reafons  as  could  be. 

The  contending  parties,  for  a  little  while,  endeavored 
to  be  moderate  and  to  preferve  decorum,  but  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  continue  this  temper. 

On  the  4th  of  September,  the  houfe  repeated  to  the 
governor,  the  requeft.  they  had  formerly  made  to  rife, 
but  he  refufed  to  grant  it  and  told  them,  that  unlefs  his 
majefty's  pleafure  had  its  due  weight  with  them  their 
defires  mould  have  very  little  weight  with  him. 

The  council,  who  ha,d  been  for  fome  time  out  of 
the  queftion,  now  interpofed  and  pafled  a  vote  "  that  it 
is  expedient  for  the  court  to  afcertain  a  fum  as  a  falary 
for  his  excellency's  fupport  as  alfo.  the  term  of  time  for 
its  ^continuance,"  This  was  fent  to  the  houfe  for  con- 
currence. The  council  feem  to  have  gone  a  little  out 
of  their  line,  but  the  houfe  took  no  other  notice  of  the 
vote  than  to  nonconcur  it.  The  houfe,  being  kept 
fitting  againft  their  will,  employed  part  of  their  time  in 
drawing  up  the  (late  of  the  controverfy  which  we 
have  mentioned.  ^   . 

1  HIS 
why  he  may  not,  with  exactly  the  fame  reafon,  fay  ««  that  I 
doubt  not  but  the  true  ftate  of  the  prefent  cafe  is  this,  that 
though  the  affembly,  in  the  beginning  of  this  feflion,  thought: 
that  their  charter  forbad  them  coming  into  a  falary  for  the 
governor,  yet,  upon  deliberation  and  advice  of  his  majefty, 
their  moft  gracious  king,  by  his  iaHruftioD,  they  will  be  o^her* 
*iie  prided*" 
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This  was  not  occafioned  by  any  doubt  they  had  17*8. 
themfelves,  but  to  convince  the  governor  that  the  peo- 
ple throughout  the  province  were  generally  of  the  fame 
mind  with  the  houfe,  and  for  this  purpofe  they  thought 
it  neceffary  to  obtain  from  their  towns  an   exprefs  ap~  | 
probation  of  their  conduct.     It  was  well  known,  that  not 
a  town  in  the  province  would  then  have  inftructed  their 
reprefentatives  to  fix  a  falary  upon  the  governor  for  the  1 
time  being,  fo 

One  of  the  king's  governments  (Barbados)  was  at 
this  time  warmly  contending  with  its  governor  againft 
fixing  a  falary.    The  alfembly  of  that  ifland,  fome  years 
before,  had  fettled  a  very  large  falary  upon  a  governor 
again  ft  whom  they  afterwards  made  heavy  complaints 
charging  him  with  rapacioufnefs  and  grievous  oppreilidns 
and,  his  fucceflor  having  demanded  the  like  fettlement 
upon  him,  they  refolved  towithuand  the  demand,  and  the 
fpirit  Teemed  to  be  as  high  there  as  in  MafFacbufets-bay. 
This  had  no  fmall  tendency  to  ftrengthen  and  con- 
firm the  refolution  of  the  people  here,  who  fuppqfed 
their  charter  rather  an  additional   privilege  and  fecurity 
againft  this  demand.f     There  was  a  minor  part,  how- 
ever, very  defirous  of  an  accommodation.     The  ill  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  controverfy  with  governor  Shute  was  frefh 
in  their  minds.     Many  amiable  qualities  in  Mr.  Burnet 
caufed  them  to  wHh  he  might  continue  their  governor 
and  employ  thofe  powers  and  that  attention  which  were 
now  wholly  engaged  in  this  fmgle  point,  in  promoting 
ihe  general  welfare  and  profperity  of  the  province. 

About  a  third  part  of  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives 
and  a  major  part  of  the  council  would  have  been  content 
to  have  granted  a  falary  for  two  or,  perhaps,  three  years, 
If  we  are  to  judge  by  his  declarations,  this  would  not 
have  fatisfied  him  and  it  was  far  fhort  of  his  inftrucYions, 
but  his  friends  were  of  opinion,  that  fuch  a  partial  com- 
pliance would  have  produced  a  relaxation  of  the  inKructi- 
on  and  ifibed  in  lading  agreement  and  harmony. 

The 

f  The  affembly  of  Barbados,  after  long  ftrnggle,  fubmitted,  bfct 
ieileaed  the  iiina  which  had  been  fetiied  before, 
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1728.  The  houfe  made  what  they  would  have  the  governor 
think  a  fmall  advance  towards  it.  Inftead  of  a  grant 
for  the  falary,  fuppofed,  though  not  expreffed,  for  half  a 
year,  they  made  a  grant  (Sept.  20th)  of  three  thoufand 
pounds,  equal  to  one  thoufand  fterling  in  order  to  ena- 
ble him  to  manage  the  affairs  of  the  province  and,  al- 
though it  was  not  exprefsly  mentioned,  it  was  generally 
underflood  to  be  for  a  year.  This  was  concurred  by 
the  council,  but  he  let  it  lie  without  figning  his  confent, 
which  caufed  the  houfe  to  make  at  leaft,  a  feeming  far- 
ther advance,  for  on  the  24th  of  October  they  by  a 
meffage  intreated  him  to  accept  the  grant  and  added  "  we 
cannot  doubt  but  that  fucceeding  affemblies  according 
to  the  ability  of  the  province  will  be  very  ready  to 
grant  as  ample  a  fupport,  and  if  they  fhould  not,  your 
excellency  will  then  have  the  opportunity  of  (hewing 
your  refentment."  Still  this  had  no  effect,  the  governor 
knew  how  natural  it  would  be  for  a  future  affembly  to 
refufe  being  governed  by  the  opinion  of  a  former,  be- 
fides  the  referve  "  according  to  the  ability  of  the  pro- 
vince" left  fufficient  room  for  a  further  reafon  for  re- 
ducing the  fum  whenfoever  a  future  affembly  fhould 
think  it  proper. 

A  little  before  this  meffage  from  the  houfe,  the  go- 
vernor had  informed  them  that  he  was  of  opinion  the 
aft,  which  paffed  the  lad  year  iffuing  fixty  thoufand 
pounds  in  bills  of  credit  by  way  of  loan,  would  be  difal- 
lowed,  the  lieutenant  governor  having  given  his  confenc 
to  it  dire&ly  contrary  to  a  royal  inftruction,  and  recom- 
mended to  them,  as  the  mofl  likely  way  to  obtain  his 
majefty's  approbation  to  apply  the  interefl  of  the  money 
arifing  from  the  loan  towards  the  governor's  falary. 
This  was  one  of  thofe  acts  which  have  their  operation 
fo  far,  before  they  are  laid  before  his  majefty,  that  great 
confufion  may  arife  from  their  difallowance.  The  houfe 
therefore,  had  no  great  fears  concerning  it,  but  it  would 
have  been  a  fufficient  reafon  to  prevent  their  complying 
with  the  propofal,  that  it  would  be  a  fixing  the  falary 

fo 
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fo  long  as  the  loans  continued  and  for  this  rcafon  they  1728. 
refufed    it. 

The  country  in  general,  as  we  have  obferved,  was 
averfe  to  a  compliance  with  the  king's  inftruclion,  but 
no  part  more  (o  than  the  town  of  Bofton.  Generally, 
iu  the  colonies,  where  there  is  a  trading  capital  town, 
the  inhabitants  of  it  are  the  moft  zealous  part  of  the 
colony  in  averting  their  liberties  when  an  opinion  pre- 
vails that  they  are  attacked.  They  follow  the  example 
of  London  the  capital  of  the  nation.  The  governor 
had  frequently  faid,  that  the  members  of  the  houfe  could 
not  act  with  freedom,  being  influenced  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town.  Befides,  the  town,  at  a  general  meeting 
of  the  inhabitants  for  that  purpofe,  had  pafTed  a  vote, 
which  was  called  the  unanimous  declaration  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  town  of  Bofton  againft  fixing  a  falary 
upon  the  governor,  and  this  vote  they  ordered  to  be 
printed.  The  governor  was  in  great  wrath  and  called  it 
"  an  unneceffary  forwardnefs,  an  attempt  to  give  law  to 
the  country."  This  feems  to  have  determined  him  to 
remove  the  court  out  of  town  and,  on  the  24th  of  Octo- 
ber, he  caufed  it  to  be  adjourned  to  the  31ft,  then  to 
meet  at  Salem  in  the  county  of  Effex  "  where  prejudice 
had  not  taken  root  and  where  of  confequence  his  majefty's 
fervice  would  in  all  probability  be  better  anfwered.** 
Jocofely,  he  faid  there  might  be  a  charm  in  the  names 
of  places  and  that  he  was  at  a  lofs  whether  to  carry  them 
there  or  to  Concord. 

The  houfe  thought  their  being  kept  fo  long  fitting 
at  Bofton  a  great  grievance.  In  one  of  their  meffages 
they  afk  the  governor  "  Whether  it  has  been  cuftomary 
that  the  Knights,  Burgefles  and  other  freemen  of  the 
land  fliould  be  told  that  they  are  met  to  grant  money  in 
fuch  a  peculiar  way  and  manner  and  fo  they  fhould  be 
kept  tiil  they  had  done  it,  and  this  in  order  to  gain  their 
good  will  and  aflent."  In  his  reply  he  tells  them  he 
would  confider  their  queftion  in  all  its  parts  ift,  "  Whe- 
ther freemen  &c.  fliould  be  told  they  are  met  to  grant 

monev. 
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money.  I  anfwer,  the  crown  always  tells  them  fo.    2& 
*  In  fuch  a  particular  way  and  manner  ?"    I  anfwer.    If 
you  mean  the  way  and  means  of  railing  money,  the  crowrt 
leaves  that  to  the  commons,  but  if  you  mean  the  purpofe 
for  which  it  is  to  be  granted,  the  crown  always  tells  them 
what  that  is,  whether  it  is  for  an  honorable  fupport,  the 
defence  of  the  kingdom,  carrying  on  a  war  or  the  like, 
jdly.  "  And  fo  they  mould  be  kept  till  they  had  done  it." 
The   crown  never  tells  the  parliament  fo,   that  I  know 
of,  nor  have  I  told  you  any  thing  like  this  as  an  expe- 
dient to  get  the  thing  done.     I  have  given  you  a  very 
different  reafon  for  not  agreeing  to  a  fecefs,  altogether 
for  your  own  fakes,  left  1  mould  thereby   make  your 
immediate  regard  to  hismajefty's  pleafure  impoilible  &c. 
The  houfe  could  not  eafily  be  perfuaded  they  were 
kept  fo  long  together  meerly  for  their  own  fakes  and 
thought  this  part  of  the  governor's  anfwer  evafive  of  the 
true  reafon  and  confidered  themfelves  as  under  dureffe, 
whilft  at  Bofton,  and  their  removal  to  Salem  to  be  a  further 
hardfhip  and  an  earneft  of  what  was  flill  further  to  come, 
a  removal  from  place  to  place  until  they  were  harrafTed 
into  a  compliance.     I  remember  the  converfation  of  the 
members  of  the  general  court,  lamenting  the  meafures 
which  had  driven  away  governor  Shute  who  would  have 
teen  eafy  with  a  falary  of  about  £  500  fterling  granted 
from  year  to  year.  The  fame  perions,  by  whofe  influence 
his  falary  was  reduced,  were  now  prefling  Mr.  Burnet  t® 
accept  £.1000  in  the  fame  way  and  could  not  prevail. 

The  houfe  met,  according  to  the  adjournment,  but 
immediately  complained  of  their  removal  from  Boflon  as 
illegal  or  unconftitutional  and  a  great  grievance.  The 
fame,  and  the  only,  reafon  which  was  now  given  had  been 
given  before  in  the  controverfy  with  governor  Shute. 
The  form  of  the  writ  for  calling  an  affembly,  directed 
by  the  province  law,  mentions  its  being  to  be  held  at 
the  town-houfe  in  Boflon,  but  this  had  been  determined 
by  the  king  in  council  to  be,  as  no  doubt  it  was,  mere 
matter  of  form  or  example  only,  and  that  it  did  not  limit 

the 
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thepower  which  the  crown  before  had  of  fummoning  172& 
and  holding  affemblies  at  any  other  place.    They  prayed 
the  governor,  however,  to  adjourn  them  back  to  Bofton, 
but  without  fuccefs. 

They  endeavoured  to  prevail  upon  the  council  to 
join  with  them,  but  the  council  declared  they  were  of  a 
different  opinion  and  urged  the  houfe  to  proceed  upon 
bufinefs,  which  occaiioned  repeated  mefiages  upon  the 
fubjeft;  but  the  whole  ftrefsof  the  argument  oil  the  part 
of  the  houfe  lay  upon  the  form  of  the  writ  for  calling 
the  afTembly,  which  the  board  anfwered  by  faying  the 
houfe  might  as  well  infill  that  all  precepts  to  the  towns 
fhould  go  from  the  fheriffof  Suffolk  beeaufe  the  form  of 
the  precept  in  the  !a\v  has  Suffolk  fs. 

The  alteration  of  place  had  noeffeft  upori  the  mem- 
ben  of  the  houfe.  Votes  and  mefiages  paffed,  but  no  new 
arguments,  the  fubjeft  had  been  exhaufted,nothing  remain- 
ed but  a  determined  refolution  on  both  fides  to  abide  by 
their  principles,  and  the  houfe  met  and  adjourned,  day 
after  day,  without  doing  any  bufinefs.  The  governor 
was  the  principal  fufferer,  not  being  allowed  by  the 
king  to  receive  any  thing  towards  his  fupport,  except  in 
a  way  in  which  the  afTembly  would  not  give  it.  The 
members  of  the  court,  in  general,  were  as  well  accom- 
modated at  Salem  as  Bofton,  and  the  members  of  Bofton, 
who  had  not  been  ufed  to  the  expence  and  other  incon- 
venience of  abfence  from  home,  received  a  compenfation 
from  their  town^  over  and  above  the  ordinary  wages  of 
reprefentatives.  It  was  a  time  of  peace  without,  and  a 
ceflation  of  public  bufinefs,  for  thtt  reafon,  was  lefs  felt* 

The  houfe,  from  an  apprehenfion  that  their  caufe 
was  juft  and  therefore  that  they  were  intitled  to  relief, 
refolved  to  make  their  humble  application  to  his  majefty* 
Francis  Wilks,  a  New-England  merchant  in  London, who 
had  been  friendly  to  Mr.  Cooke  in  his  agency  and  who 
was  universally  efteemed  for  his  great  probity  as  well 
as  his  humane  obliging  difpofition,  was  pitched  upon 
for  their  agent. 

Vol,  II.  A  a  Mfe 
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r728.  Mr.  Belcher,  who  had  been  fevera!  years  of  the  coun- 
cil, always  clofely  attached  to  governor  Shute  and,  in 
general,  what  was  called  a  prerogative  man,  by  fome 
accident  or  other  became,  on  a  Midden,  the  favorite  of 
the  houfe  and  he  was  thought  the  propereft  perfon  to 
join  with  Mr.  Wilks.  At  the  iaft  election  he  had  been  left 
out  of  the  council,  by  what  was  called  the  country  party, 
but  now  declared  agamfl  the  governor's  meafures  and 
became  intimate  with  Mr.  Cooke  and  other  leading 
members  of  the  houfe.  Such  inflantaneous  converfions 
are  not  uncommon.  A  grant  was  made  by  the  houfe  ta 
defrey  the  charges  of  the  agency,  but  this  was  noncon- 
curred  by  the  council,  becaufe  it  was  for  the  ufe  of  a- 
gents  in  whofe  appointment  they  had  no  voice.  The 
want  of  money  threatned  a  flop  to  the  proceeding,  but 
the  public  fpirit  of  the  town  of  Boflon  was  difplayed- 
upon  this  occafion  and,  by  a  fubfcription  of  merchants 
and  other  principal  inhabitants,  a  fum  was  raifed  which 
was  thought  fafficient  for  the  purpofe,  the  houfe  voting 
them  thanks  and  promifing  their  utmofl:  endeavours 
that  the  fums  advanced  fliould  be  repaid  in  convenient 
time.  The  governor  defired  a  copy  of  their  addrefs  to 
the  king,  but  they  refufed  it. 

The  only  argument  or  reafon  in  the  king'*s  infl ruc- 
tion for  fixing  a  falary  is  "  that  former  afFemblies  have, 
from  time  to  time,  made  fuch  allowances  and  in  fuch 
proportion  as  they  themfelves  thought  the  governor  de- 
ferred, in  order  to  make  him  more  dependent  upon  them." 
The  houfe,  in  the  fir  ft  part  of  their  memorial  or  addrefs, 
declare  they  cannot  in  faithfuinefs  fettle  or  fix  a  falary 
becaufe,  after  that  is  done,  the  governor's  particular 
interest  will  be  very  little  afTecled  by  ferving  Or  diflerv- 
ing  the  intereft  of  the  people.  This' was  fhewing,  that 
they  apprehended  the  reafon  given  by  his  majefty  for 
fettling  a  falary  was  inmfficient,  and  that  the  governor 
Ought  to  be  paid,  according  to  his  fervices  in  thejudgment 
€)£  thofe  who  paid  him,  but  in  the  clofe  of  the  addrefs  they 
%  "  we  doubt  not  fucceeding  affemblios,  according  to 

she 
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the  ability  of  the  province,  will  come  into  as  ample  and  172& 
honorable  a  flip  port,  from  time  to  time,  and  fhould  they 
not,  we  acknowledge,  your  majefty  will  have  juft:  reafon 
to  lhew  your  difpleafure  with  them."  It  was  remarked 
that,  in  order  to  make  the  lafh  claufe  confifl  with  the 
firft,  the  ample  and  honorable  fupport  mud  be  under- 
flood  in  proportion  to  the  fervices  of  the  governor  in 
the  judgment  of  the  houfe  but,  in  this  fenfe.  it  was  faying 
nothing  and  trifling  with  tnajefty  ;  for  no  cafe  could 
happen,  at  iny  time,  in  which  his  majefty  would  have 
juft  reafon  to  {hew  his  difpleafure.  It  would  always  be 
enough  to  fay  that  the  houfe,  in  faithfulnefs  to  the  peo- 
ple, had  withheld  part  of  the  governor's  fupport  becaufe, 
in  their  judgment,  he  had  neglected  their  interefl  and 
his    duty.* 

A  a  2    .  Whether. 

*  It  having  been  fuggefted  that  the  people  of  the  MafTachufets 
were  aiming  at  independency,  the  following  remark  was  made 
in  the  brief  drawn  up  previous  to  the  hearing  before  the  tofn> 
tnittee  of  council,  "  From  the  universal  loyalty  of  the  people, 
even  beyond  any  other  part  of  his  raajefty's  dominions,  it  is 
abfurd  to  imagine  they  can  have  thoughts  of  independency 
and,  to  lhew  the  rtvQr{5,  it  is  the  cuftom  for  all  perfofis  coming 
from  thence  for  London,  though  they  and  their  fathers  and 
grandfathers  were  born  in  Mew-England,  to  lay  and  always 
deem  it  coming  •  home*  as  naturally  as  if  born  in  London,  fo 
that  it  may  be  ia"id,  without  being  itfdicrous,  that  it  would  not 
be  more  abfurd  to  place  two  of  his  majefty's  beef-eaters  to 
watch  a  child  in  the  cradle,  that  it  do  not  rife  and  cut  his 
father's  throat,  than  to  guard  thefe  infant  colonies  to  pre- 
vent thdr  fhaking  off  the  Critifh  yoke.  Befides,  they  are  fo 
diltinfc  from  one  another  in  their  forms  of  government,  in 
their  religious  rites,  in  their  emulation  of  trade  and,  confe- 
quentiy,  in  their  affections,  that  they  can  never  be  fuppofed  to 
unite  in  fo  dangerous  an  enterprise." 

The  repeated  oppofition  to  initruclions  from  the  crown'  had  raffed 
a  jealouTy  in  the  minds  of  ibme,  that  there  was  danger  of  the 
colonies  fetting  up  for  themfejves.  Col.  Bladen,  in  particular, 
for  many  years  one  of  the  board  of  trade,  often  expreifed,  to 
the  agents  and  other  perfons  who  appeared  for  New-Eng- 
land, his  apprehenfions  of  fuch.  defigns.  It  is,  nevertheiels, 
certain,  that  fuch  a  fcheme  appeared  to  the  whole  country  to? 
bs  altogether  as  wild  and  extravagant  as  the  foregoing  remai»fe 
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Whether  this  remark  wasjuft  or  not,  the  houfe 
had  great  encouragement  given  them,  by  Mr.  Wilks,f 
that  their  addrefs  would  obtain  for  them  the  wifhed  for 
belief.  He  had  been  heard  by  council,  Mr.  Fazakerley 
and  Doctor  Sayes,  before  the  board  of  trade,  Mr.  Belcher 
riot  being  then  arrived  ;  but  foon  after  they  .received 
letters  |  from  their  joint  agents,  inclofmg  the  report  of 
the  board  of  trade,  highly  difapproving  the  conduct  of 
the  houfe,  and  their  agents  let  them  know  it  was  their 
opinion  that,  if  the  houfe  fliould  perfift  in  their  fefufal 
to  comply  with  the  king's  inftruftion,  the  affair  might 
be  carried  before  the  parliament  bur,  if  this  fliould  be 
the  cafe,  they  thought  it  better  a  falary  fliould  be  fixed 
by  the  fupreme  legiflature,  than  by  the  legiflature  of  the 
province,  better  the  liberties  of  the  people  fhould  be  ta- 
ken away  from  them,  than  given  up  by  their  own  ach 
The  governor  likewife  communicated  to  the  houfe  his 
fetters  from  the  lords  of  trade  approving   his:  conduct. 

All 

tfeprefents  it.     But  a  paragraph  in  rhe  report  of  tae  lords  of 
trade  to  the  lords  committee  of  council  was  the  more  immedi- 
ate occafion  of  fills  remark.      '«  The   inhabitants,  far  from 
making  fuifable  returns  to  his  majefty  for  the  extraordinary 
privileges  they  enjoy,  are  daily  endeavouring  to  wi  eft  the  fmalt 
remains  of  power  out  of  the  hands  of  the  crown  and  to  become 
independent  of  the  mother  kingdom.     The  nature  of  the  foil 
and  product  arc  much  the  fame  with  thofe  of  Great-Bri.ain^ 
the  inhabitants  upwards  of  94,000  and  their  militia,  conniVing 
of  16  regiments  of  foot  and  15  troops  of  horfe,  in  the  year 
2-718,  15,000  men,  and,  by  a  medium  taken  from  the  naval- 
officers  accounts  for  three  years,  from  the  24  th  of  June  17 1 4  to 
the  24th  of  June  171 7,  for  the  ports  of  Bofton  and  Salem  only, 
it  appears  that  the  trade  of  this  country  employs  continually 
no  lefs  than  3493  failors,  and  492  ihips  making  25406   tons. 
Hence  your  excellencies  will  be  apprized  of  what  importance 
it  is  to  his  majesty's  fervice,  that  fo  powerful  a  colony  fhould 
fee  reftrained  within  due  bounds  of  obedience  to  the  crown  and 
more  firmly  attached  to  the  interefls  of  Great- Britain  than 
they  now  feem  to  be,  which  we  conceive  cannot  effectually  be 
done    without   the   interpofnion    of   the   Britifli    legiflature, 
wherein,  in  our  humble  opinion,  no  time  fhould  be  loft." 

f  In  his  letter  of  March  24th  172S-9* 
J  Dated  April  25th  j  729, 
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All  hopes  of  fuccefs  from  the  agents  feem'd  to  be  over,  1728, 
and  their  bufinefs  in  England  would  have  been  very  fhort 
if  the  governor  had  not  given  occafion  for  further  ap- 
plication. His  ad  mini  fixation  for  many  months,  except 
in  this  affair  of  the  falary,  had  been  unexceptionable. 
Indeed  the  members  of  the  houfe  thought  themfelves 
aggrieved,  that  he  would  not  fign  a  warrant  upon  the 
treafury  for  their  pay  and  his  reafon  for  refuting  it, 
viz.  that  one  branch  of  the  legiOature  might  as  well  go 
without  their  wages  as  another,  they  thought  inefficient. 
Being  drove  to  ftraits,  and  obliged  to  his  friends  to  ailift 
him  in  the  fupport  of  his  family,  he  thought  he  might 
be  juftified  in  eftabli  filing  a  fee  an'  perquifite  which  had 
never  been  known  in  the  province  before.  At  New- 
York,  all  vefiels  took  from  the  governor  a  let  pafs  for 
which  there  was  no  law,  but  the  owners  of  veffeis  fub- 
mitted  to  it,  and  it  was  faid,  volenti  non  Jit  injuria* 
Lord  Coke,  perhaps,  would  not  have  thought  even  this 
a  juftification.* 

The  governor  required  all  matters  to  take  the 
fame  paiTes  here,  againft  their  will,  and  demanded  6/1  or 
%f,  fieri  for  every  veffel  bound  a  foreign  voyage  and  ^f. 
for  coafters.  The  flated  fee,  by  law,  for  regifters  was 
6/1  but,  the  bills  having  depreciated  more  than  one  half 
in  value  iince  the  law  was  mide,  he  required  izf.  This 
was  a  very  different  cafe  from  the  other,  arid  I  do  not 
know  that  it  was  exceptionable,  but  they  were  alike 
complained  of  as  grievous  and  oppreffive,  and  the  gover- 
nor's enemies  were  not  difpleafed  with  the  advantage  he 
had  given  them  againft  him  and,   upon  a  reprefentation 

A  a  3  made 

*  "  K.  Edward  3d  entred  into  a  new  device  to  get  money,  viz. 
that  by  agreement  and  confent  of  the  merchants  the  king  was 
to  have  40/!  of  a  fack  of  wool,  &c.  but  the  commons  (that  in, 
troth  were  to  bear  the  burden, for  the  merchants  will  not  be  the 
Jofers)  complainedin  parliament  for  that  the  grant  of  the  mer- 
chants did  not  bind  the  commons,  and  that  the  cuftom  might 
be  taken  according  to  the  old  order,  which  in  the  end  was 
granted,  and  that  no  grant  fhould  be  made  but  by  parliament." 

.     "  Co.  2d  faftt  p.  6q. 
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1728.  made  by  the  agents,  notwithftanding  the  hardfliip  of 
being  retrained  from  receiving  a  falary  in  any  way  ex- 
cept fnch  as  the  affembly  would  not  give  it  in,  yet  fuch 
was  the  regard  to  law  and  juflice,  that  his  conduct,  fo 
far  as  related  to  the  let  paiTes,  was  immediately  difap- 
proved.*  There  were  other  matters,  befides  that  of  the 
falary,  to  be  fettled  before  Mr.  Burnet  could  be  eafy  id 
his  government,  but  this  grand  affair  caufed  the  lefler 
to  be  kept  off  as  much  as  poffiblc.  One  was  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  attorney  general.  By  the  charter  the 
election  of  the  civil  officers,  except  fuch  as  belong  to  the 
council  and  courts  of  juflice,  is  in  the  general  aiTembly-. 
Until  after  governor  Dudley's  time  it  had  generally  been 
allowed  that  the  attorney  general  was  an  officer  of  the 
courts  of  juflice  and  included  in  the  exception,  but 
lieutenant  governor  Tailer,  in  the  year  171 6,  confented 
to  an  election  made  by  the  two  houfes  and  the  choice 
had  been  annually  made  and  approved  ever  fmce,  not 
without  notice  from  Mr.  Shine  of  the  irregularity  of  it, 
but  he  had  (o  many  other  affairs  upon  his  hands  that 
he  waved   this.f 

Mr.  Burnet  was  determined  nor  to  part  with  the  right 
of  nomination  and  the  council  were  of  the  opinion  he 
ought  not  and  refufed  to  join  with  the  houfe  in  the 
election.  There  was  fome  altercation  between  the  two 
houfes  upon  it  and  both  adhered  to  their  principles. 

Another  affair  of  more  extenfive  influence  would 
have  been  more  ftrenuoufly  infilled  upon. 

In  governor  Shute's  adminiftration,  the  hcufe,  after 
Jong  difputes  with  the  governor  and  with  the  council, 
carried  the  point  as  to  the  form  of  fupply  of  the  treafury, 

which 

*   Non  fcottjl  rex  fulcljium  rsnllentetn  over  are    impcfilipnihuf  ■ 

Fortcfcue. 

j-  Governor  Dudley  brought  with  Mm  a  commiflion  from  the 
queen  to  his  Ton  Paul  for  attorney  general,  with  powers  to 
appoint  clerks  anc?  other  officers,  take  fees,  &c.  I  do  not  know 
that  it  was  pubiifhed.  He  was  attorney  general  many  years, 
bnt,  T  fuppoie,  with  a  cOjncpiSIon  from  tlif  governor  by  advice 
of  council. 
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which  differing,  as  we  have  already  qbferved,  from  the  1728. 
former  practice  and,  as  both  governor  and  council  infilled, 
from  the  rule  prefcribed  by  the  charter,  Mr.  Burnet 
had  determined  to  return  to  the  firft  practice.  The 
houfe  paffed  a  vote  for  fupplyingthe  treafury  with  twen- 
ty thoufand  pounds  which  the  council  concurred,  the 
practice  having  been  the  fame  for  eight  or  nine  years 
together,  but  the  governor  refufed  his  confent  and  allur- 
ed them  that  he  would  agree  to  no  fupply  of  the  trea- 
fury but  fuch  as  was  in  practice  before  the  year  172 1. 
This  declaration  was  made  not  long  before  his  death. 
The  fettlement  of  the  point  in  controverfy  remained 
for  his  fucceflbr. 

The  court  was  allowed  a  recefs  from   the  20th  of  1729. 
December  to  the  2d  of  April  and  then  fat  until  thei8th, 
at  Salem  again,  without  any  difpofition  to  comply. 

The  new  affembly  for  the  election  of  councillors, 
was  held  at  the  fame  place  :  There  was  a  general  expec- 
tation that  a  new  fet  of  councellors  would  be  chofen. 
The  council,  of  the  laft  year,  had  been  of  very  different 
opinion  from  the  houfe,  in  many  points.  They  had  no 
doubt  of  the  governor's  power  to  call,  adjourn  or  pro- 
rogue the  aflembly  to  any  part  of  the  province  he 
thought  proper  and,  although  they  were  not  for  a  fixed 
falary  according  to  the  inflruction,  yet  they  would  have 
willingly  con  Tented  to  fettle  it  for  longer  term  than  a 
year  and^  fome  of  them,  during  Mr.  Burnet's  admini- 
stration, but  the  houfe  were  molt  offended  with  the  non* 
concurrence  of  their  grant  of  money*  to  their  agents. 

A  a  4  After 

*  "  April  10.  1729.  In  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  Refolved, 
That  the  treafurer  be  dire&ed  to  furnilh  and  fupply  Francis 
Wilks,  Efq;  and  Jonathan  Belcher,  Efq;  with  the  fum  of  three 
hundred  pounds  fterling,  in  the  beft  manner  that  may  be,  to 
ferve  the  intereft  of  this  province  in  the  affair  of  the  humble 
addrefs  of  the  houfe  which  has  been  prefented  to  the  king's 
mo(t  excellent  majefty,  the  faid  gentlemen  to  be  accountable 
for  the  expence  of  the  faid  money." 

"  April  11.     In  council,  read  and  nonconcured." 

«'  In 
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After  all,  only  four  new  councellors  were  elected. } 
Immediately  after  the  council  was  fettled,  the  court  was 
prorogued  to  the  25th  of  June  and,  having  fat  unto  the 
10th  of  July,  he  prorogued  them  again  unto  the  20th 
of  Auguft,  having  made  no  fpeech  at  either  of  the  fefli- 
ons,  or  taken  any  notice  of  any  bufmefs  he  thought 
proper  for  them  to  do.  The  reafon  of  this  omiffion 
appeared  at  the  feftion  in  Auguft.  He  had  waited  the 
final  determination  of  his  majeity  in  council,  upon  the 
report  of  the  lords  committee.  This  he  now  commu- 
nicated to  the  houfe,  whereby  they  perceived  that  his 
conduct  was  approved,  that  of  the  houfe  condemned,  an4 

*f  Jn  council,  Ordered,  that  a  meflage  be  fent  down  tp  the  hon. 
houfe  of  reprefentatives  to  acquaint  them  that  the  board  had 
nonconcured  a  refolve  of  the  houfe,  paffed  the  10th  currant^ 
for  fupplying  Francis  W  ilks  and  Jonathan  Belcher,  Efq;'s 
with  the  fum  of  /.300  fterl.  to  enable  them  to  ferve  the  in- 
tereft  of  this  province  in  the  affair  of  the  humble  addrefs  of 
the  houfe,  Sec.  and,  as  they  apprehend,  for  very  good  reafons. 
It  is  well  known  that  Mr.  Wilks  was  chofen  agent  for  th$ 
houfe  of  reprefentatives  by  a  vote  of  the  houfe  only  and  was, 
accordingly,  to  obierve  fuch  inductions  as  he  fhould  receive 
from  them,  and  this  was  one  of  the  reafons  given  by  the 
council  for  nonconcuring  a  vote  for  allowing  one  hundred 
pounds  fterl.  to  Francis  Wilt's,  Efq;  paffed  the  Jaft  feffion,  viz." 
December  the  20th,  and  it  may  be  of  ill  confequence,  as  the 
council  judge,  for  them  to  join  in  fupporting  any  other  agency 
that  affects  this  province  than  fuch  as  they  are  confuked  with 
and  have  confented  to  from  the  beginning  :  Befides  which,  the 
board  look  upon  it  as  a  very  extraordinary  practice  in  the  hon. 
houfe  to  fend  up  a  vote,  for  fupplying  MefiiYs  Wilks  anc} 
Belcher  to  ferve  the  intereft  of  this  province  in  the  affair  of  an 
Jiumble  addrefs,  &c.  for  concurrence,  when  they  never  allowed 
the  board  a  fight  of  faid  addrefs  tili  feveral  months  after  the 
fame  was  transmitted  to  Great- Britain  and  actually  prefented 
to  his  majefty  in  council." 

4  Jonathan  Belcher,  William  Dudley,  Peter  Thacher,  and  Ifaac 
Little,  in  the  room  of  Nathanael  Byfield,  John  Cufliing,  Sy- 
monds  Epes,  and  John  Stoddard.  The  governor  negatived 
Iklcher  and  Little.  Co^.  Byfield  was  now  in  favor  and  ap- 
pointed judge  of  admiralty  after  Meinzie's  death,  Mr.  Auclv 
pmy  having  Srft  oHVciatea  a  few  months* 
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rns  majefty  advifed  to  lay  the  cafe  before  the  parliament.*  1729. 
The  houfe  received  a  letter,  at  the  fame  time,  from  their 
agents  who,  it  feems,  had  altered  their  opinions  and  now 

intimated 

*  At  the  court  at  Kenfington,  the22dday  of  May,   1729. 

Prefent,  the  queen's  moft  excellent  majefty,  guardian  of  the 
kingdom  of  Great-Britain  and  his  majefty's  lieutenant  withia 
the  fame,  in  council, 

His  royal   highnefs   the  prince  of   Wales, 
ArchbP  of  Canterbury  Duke  of  Newcaftle      Earl  of  Suffez 
Lord  Chancellor         Earl  of  Weftmorland  Earl  of  Londfda!e 
Lord  Privy  Seal  Earl  of  Burlington     Vifcount  Cobham 

Lord  Steward  Earl  of  Scarborough  Vifcount  Falmouth 

Lord  Chamberlain     Earl  of  Coventry         Lord  Wilmingtoa 
Duke  of  Somerfet       £arl  of  Grantham       Mr.  Speaker 
Duke  of  Bolton  Earl  of  Godolphia      Mr.Chancellor  of  ? 

Duke  of  Rutland         Earl  of  Loudoun  the  exchequer  3 

Duke  of  Argyle  Earl  of  Finlatex  Matter  of  the  Rolls 

Duke  of  Montrofs       Earl  of  Marchmont    Sir  Paul  Methuen 
Duke  of  Kent  Earl  of  Ilay  Henry  Pelham,Efq; 

Duke  of  Ancafter        Earl  of  Uxbridge 

Upon  reading  this  day  at  the  board  a  report  to  his  majefty  from 
the  lords  of  the  committee  of  his  majefty's  moft  honorable 
privy  council,  dated  the  22d  of  the  laft  month,  in  the  words 
following,   viz. 

your  majefty  having  been  pleafed,by  your  order  in  council  of  the 
firft  of  February,  to  refer  unto  this  committee  an  addrefs  from 
the  houfe  of  reprgfentatives  of  the  province  of  the  Maflachufets 
bay,  offering  the  reafon  and  grounds  of  their  proceedings  and 
conclufions  againft  fettling  a  fixed  ialary  of  one  thoufand 
pounds  per  annum  on  the  governor  of  that  province  for  the 
time  being,  according*  to  your  majefty's  inftru&ions  to  the 
prefent  governor,  and  complaining  againft  the  governor  for 
having  adjourned  the  general  court  from  Bofton  to  Salem ; 
the  iords  of  the  committee  did,  in  obedience  to  your  majefty's 
faid  order,  proceed,  the  fame  day,  to  take  the  faid  addrefs  into 
their  confideration,  but  being  informed  that  the  lords  com- 
miilioners  for  trade  and  plantations  had  under  their  examina- 
tion feveral  letters  from  William  Burnet,  Efq;  your  majefty's 
governor  of  that  province,  relating  to  the  behaviour  of  the  faid 
aftembly  in  this  affair,  the  lords  of  the  committee  did  there- 
upon fend  a  copy  of  the  faid  addrefs  to  the  faid  lords  commif- 
poners,  that  they  might  have  the  whole  matter  before  them, 
and  directed  them  to  report  their  opinion  thereupon  to  this 
Com&itteC     Aad  the  faid  lords  commiiTioners  having  accord- 

Ctinsly 
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intimated  to  the  houfe  that,  notwithftandmg  the  deter- 
mination or  advice  of  rhe  privy  council,  it  was  not  likely 
the  affair  would  ever  be  brought  before  the  parliament. 

This 
ingly  confidered  the  faid  feveral  papers  and  heard  Mr.  attorney 
and  follicitor  general  in  fupport  of  your  majefty's  faid  inftruc- 
tions  and  alfo  council  in'  behalf  of  the  faid  afTembly,  have 
reported,  upon  the  whole,  That  they  feemed  entirely  averfe  to 
fettle  a  certain  falary  upon  the  preient  governor  and  thofe 
which  fhall  fucceed  him,  yet  the  laid  lords  commiffioners  judge 
Ft  abfolutely  neceiTary  that  the  afTembly  (hould  fettle  a  fixed 
falary  of  £.1000  fterling  per  annum,  at  Jeaft,  upon  the  gover- 
nor, during  the  whole  time  of  his  government,  it  being  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary  for  your  majefty's  fervice  that  the  indepen- 
dency of  the  governor  upon  the  afTembly  fhould  be  preferved  : 
.And  that  as  to  the  complaint  againft  the  governor  for  removing 
the  affembly  from  Bofton  to  Salem,  his  majefty  in  council,  up- 
on a  former  complaint  of  this  nature  againft  Col.  Shute,  had 
determined  that  point  in  favor  of  the  governor  and,  therefore, 
the  lords  commiffioners  were  of  opinion  the  prefent  governor 

had  acted  in  this  matter  agreeable  to  that  determination. 

The  lords  of  the  committee  hereupon  beg  leave  to  acquaint  your 
majefty  that,  notwithstanding  the  faid  lords  commiffioners  for 
trade  had  fully  heard  all  the  reafons  that  were  offered  in  behalf 
of  the  faid  afTembly,  yer,  the  agents  of  the  faid  afTembly  peti- 
tioned this  committee  the  19th  inftant,  praying  that  they  might 
be  admitted  to  be  heard  before  their  tordihips,  who  thought  it 
proper  to  know  upon  what  terms  they  would  infift,  that  your 
majefty's  attorney  and  follicitor  general  might  be  prepared  to 
aniwer  the  fame,  and  they  defiling  to  be  heard  upon  the 
reafons  they  had  to  offer  why  the  faid  afTembly  fhould  not  fettle 
a  fixed  falary  upon  his  majefty's  governor  of  that  province  during 
the  whole  time  of  his  government,  their  lordfhips  appointed 
this  day  for  hearing  them  thereupon  ;  they  having  accordingly 
attended  with  their  council,  their  lordfhips  heard  all  that  was 
offered  on  their  behalf  againft  fettling  fuch  a  fixed  faiary,  and 
alfo  heard  Mr.  attorney  and  follicitor  general  in  fupport  of 
your  majefty's  faid  inftructions  recommending  it  to  them  :  And 
do  thereupon  agree  humbly  to  report  to  your  majefty, 
That  by  the  charter  granted  to  the  Maflachufels-bay  the  legifla- 
tive  power  is  vefted  in  a  governor,  council  and  afTembly,  of 
whom  the  governor  alone  is  nominated  by  your  majefty  ;  that 
the  afTembly  is  chofen  annually  by  the  people,  and  that  the 
council  is  likewife  chofen  annually  by  the  afTembly  in  con- 
lan&ibn  with  the  members  of  the  council  ;  that  by  the  reafons 
infilled  on  by  the  council  for  the  afTembly  in  reiufing  "to  fettle 
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This  letter  the  houfe  ordered  to  be  printed.  The  go-  1729. 
vernor  in  one  of  bis  meflages  calls  it  "  an  undeniable 
proof  of  their  endeavours  to  keep  the  people  in  igno- 
rance of  the  true  (late  of  their  affairs"  It  feems  to  be 
preferring  a  prefent  temporary  convenience,  in  keeping 
Up  the  fpirit  of  the  people  and  diffufing  a  favorabie  opi- 
nion of  their  reprefentatives,  to  the  future  real  advantage 
of  the  caufe,  for  fuch  a  meafure  muft  weaken  the  hands 
of  the  agents  in  England  and  tend  to  bring  the  matter 
before  the  parliament  when,  otherwife,  it  might  have 
been  avoided,  Th* 

a  fixed  falary,  it  appeared,  the  point  contended  for  was  to 
bring  the  governor  appointed  by  your  majefty  over  them  into 
a  dependence  on  their  good  will  for  his  fubfiftcnce,  which 
would  manifeftly  tend  to  a  lefiening  of  his  authority  and, 
confequently,  of  that  dependence  which  this  colony  ought  to 
have  upon  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  by  bringing  the  whole 
legiflative  power  into  the  hands  of  the  people. 
The  pover  of  railing  taxes  being  by  the  charter  granted  to  the 
general  affembly,  it  was  from  thence  argued  that  they  ought 
to  be  left  at  liberty  for  the  doing  or  omitting  it  as  they  (h^li 
think  proper,  but  the  words  of  the  charter  fhew  the  intent 
of  granting  them  this  power  to  be  that  they  fhould  ufe  it  for 
the  fervice  of  the  crown,  in  the  neceffary  defence  and  fupport 
of  your  majefty's  government  of  the  faid  province  and  the 
prote&ion  and  prefervation  of  the  inhabitants ;  and  that, 
therefore,  the  refufjng  or  neglecting  to  make  due  provifion  for 
the  fupport  of  your  majefty's  governor,  who  is  fo  effential  a 
part  of  the  government,  muft  be  looked  upon  as  acting  con- 
trary to  the  terms  of  the  faid  charter  and  inconfiftent  with  the 
truit  repofed  in  them  thereby.  That,  befides  the  ir.flrucTion 
given  to  the  prefent:  governor  by  your  majefty  for  this  purpofe, 
inftruflions  have  always  been  given  by  your  majefty's  predc- 
ceffors  to  former  governors  to  recommend  to  the  affembly  the 
eftabiiflung  a  falary  fuitable  to  the  dignity  of  thatpoft;  not- 
withstanding which  the  affembly  have  hitherto  refufed  to  com- 
ply therewith,  although  they  have  by  act  of  affembly  fettled  a 
fixed  falary  or  allowance  of  fix  (hillings  a  day  on  themfelves 
and  ten  millings  a  day  on  the  council.  The  prefent  affembly 
have  indeed  offered  your  majefty's  governor  a  falary  equal  to 
what  was  recommended  by  your  majefty's  inftrudrions,  for  the 
time  he  has  been  with  them,  but  it  is  apprehended  this  was 
done  only  to  tempt  him  to  give  up  your  majefty's  inftrueYions 
tor  fettling  it  for  the  whole-  time  of  his  government.  And. 
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The  governor  having  held  feveral  feflions  at  Salem, 
without  any  fuccefs  he  adjourned  the  court,  to  meet 
the  2 1  ft  of  Auguft  at  Cambridge.  This  widened  the 
breach,  and  the  houfe  grew  warmer  in  their  votes  and 
raeiTages,  and  complained  that  they  were  to  be  compelled 
to  meafures  againfl  their  judgment,  by  being  harralTed 
and  drove  from  one  part  of  the  province  to  another. 
The  governor's  friends  obferved  the  effect  the  contro* 
verfy  had  upon  his  fpirits.  In  a  few  days,  he  fell  fick 
of  a  fever  and  died  at  Bofton  the  7th  of  September. 
Some  attributed  his  illnefs  to  his  taking  cold,  his  carriage 
overfetting  upon  the  caufeway  at  Cambridge,  the  tide 
being  high  and  he  falling  into  the  water.  The  refent- 
snent  which  had  been  raifed  ceafed,  with  people  in  gene- 
ral, upon  his  death.    Many  amiable  parts  of  his  character 

revived 

And  here  their  lordfhips  cannot,  in  juftice  to  Mr.  Burnet,  omit 
taking  notice  that,  by  his  fteady  purfuit  of  your  majefty's  in- 
ftrucHcUs  and  rejecting  the  temptations  offered  by  the  affembly, 
he  has  acted  with  the  utmoft  duty  to  your  majefty  and  ajuft 
regard  to  the  truft  repofed  in  him  as  governor  of  that  province, 

Upon  a  due  confideration  of  all  that  has  been  offered  on  the  part 
of  the  ailembly  in  justification  of  their  refufmg  to  comply  with 
your  majefty's  instructions,  the  lords  of  the  committee  cannot 
but  agree  in  opinion  with  the  lords  commiftioners  for  trade 
and  plantations,  that  it  is  abfolutely  neceflary  for  your  majefty's 
fervice  and  for  preferving  that  dependency  which  this  colony 
ought  to  have  upon  Great-Britain  and  better  fecuring  a  due 
execution  of  the  laws  for  trade  and  navigation,  that  a  ialary  of 
/.i  000  fterling  per  annum  lhould  be  fettled  upon  the  governor 
during  the  whole  time  of  his  government,  and  considering  that 
the  aifembly  of  the  province  have  fhewn  fo  little  regard  to  your 
majefty's  instructions  or  to  thofe  of  your  royal  predecdfors  in 
this  behalf,  which  the  governors,  from  time  to  time,  have  been 
directed  to  lay  before  them,  the  lords  of  the  committee  do 
advife  your  majefty  to  lay  the  whole  matter  before  the  par- 
liament of  Great-Britain. 

Her  majefty,  this  day,  took  the  faid  report  into  confideration  and 
was  pleafed,  with  the  advice  of  his  majefty's  privy  council,  to 
approve  thereof  and  to  order,  as  is  hereby  ordered,  that  one 
of  his  majefty's  principal  fecretaries  of  Hate  lhould  receive  the 
pleafure  of  the  crown  thereupon. 

A  true  copy,  Temple  Sta&jaxu 

Majfashufets  general  court  records, 
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revived  in  their  minds.    He  had  beenfteady  andinflexi-  i729* 
ble  in  His  adherence  to  his   inftructions,  but  difcovered 
nothing  of  a  grafping  aTaritious  mind,  it  was  the  mode, 
more  than  the  quantum,   of  his  falary  upon  which  he 
infilled.     The  naval  office  had  generally  been  a  poft  for 
fome  relation  or  favorite  of  the  governor,  but  Col.  Tailer 
having  been  lieutenant  governor  and  in  eircumftances  far 
from  affluent,  he  generosity  gave  the  poft  to  him,  with- 
out any  referve  of  the  ifTues or  profits.  The  only  inftance 
of  his  undue  exacting  money,  by  fome*  was  thought  to  be 
palliated  by  the  eftablifhed  cuftom  of  the  government  he 
had  quitted.     This  did  notjuftify  it.     In  hisdifpofaJof 
public  offices,  he  gave  the  preference  to  fuch  as  were 
difpofed  to  favor  his  caufe,  and  difplaced  fome  for  not 
favoring  it,  and,  in  fome  inftances,  he  went  further  than 
good  policy  would  allow.   He  did  not  know  the  temper 
of  the  people  of  New-England.     They  have  a  ftrong 
fenfe  of  liberty  and  are  mere  eafily  drawn  than  driven. 
He  difobliged  many  of  his  friends  by  removing  from 
his  polls  Mr.  Lynde,  a  gentleman  of  the  houfe,  efteemecf 
by  both  fides  for  his  integrity  and  other  valuable  quali- 
ties, and  he  acknowledged  that  he  could  affign  no  other 
reafon  except  that  the  gentleman  had  not   voted  for  a 
compliance  with  the  in  ft  ruction.     However,  an  immoral 
or  unfair  character  was  a  bar  to  office  and  he  gave  his 
negative  to  an  election  of  a  councellor,  in  one  inftance, 
upon  that  principle  only.     His  fuperior  talents  and  free 
and  eafy  manner  of  communicating  his  fentiments  made 
him  the  delight  of  men  of  fenfe  and  learning.     His 
right  of  precedence  in  all  companies  facilitated  the  exer- 
cife  of  his   natural  difpofition  to  a  great  fhare  in  the 
converfation   and  at  the  fame  time  *  caufed  it  to  appear 
more  excufable.'     His  own  account  of  his  genius  was,- 
that  it  was  late  before  k  budded,  and  that,  until  he  was 
near  twenty  years  of  age,  his 'father  defpaired  of  his  ever 
making  an)  figure  in  life.    This,  perhaps,  might  proceed 
from  the  exact  fevere  difcipline  of  the  bifhop's  family, 
not  calculated  for  every  temper  alike,  and  might  damp 
and  difcourage  his.     To  long  and  frequent  religious 

fervjee* 
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^729.  fervices  at  home,  in  his  youth,  he  would  forrietimes 
pleafantly  attribute  his  indifpofition  to  a  very  fcrupulous 
exact  attendance  upon  public  worfhip,  but  this,  might, 
really,  be  owing  to  an  abhorrence  of  often  tation  and  meer 
formality  in  religion,  to  avoid  wnich,  as  mod  of  the  grave 
ferious  people  of  the  province  thought,  he  approached 
too  near  the  other  extreme.  A  little  more  caution  an4 
conformity  to  the  different  ages,  manners,  cufloms  and 
even  prejudices  of  different  companies,  would  have  been 
more  politic,  but  his  open  undifguifed  mind  could  not 
fubmit  to  it.     Beins?  aiked  to  dine  with  an  old  charter 

o 

fenator  who  retained  the  ctf  (torn  of  faying  grace  fitting, 
the  grave  gentleman  defired  to  know  which  would  be 
more  agreeable  to  his  excellency,  that  grace  fhould  be  faid 
ftanding  or  fitting, the  governor  replied,ftanding  or  fitting, 
any  way  or  no  way,  jufb  as  you  pleafe.  He  fometimes  wore 
a  cloth  coat  lined  with  velvet.  It  was  faid  to  be  expreffive 
of  his  character.  He  was  a  firm  believer  of  the  truth  of 
revealed  religion,  bur  a  bigot  to  no  particular  profefiion 
among christians and  laid  little ftrefs upon modesand  forms. 
By  a  claufe  in  his  lad  will, -lie  ordered  his  body  to  be  bu- 
ried, if  he  died  at  New- York,  by  his  wife,  if  in  any  other 
part  of  the  world,  in  the  neareft  church-yard  or  burying 
ground,  all  places  being  alike  to  God's  allfeeing  eye. 

The  affembly  ordered  a  very  honorable  funeral  a* 
the  public  charge.  A  motion,  at  another  time,  was 
made  in  the  houfe  for  a  grant  to  a  governor  to  bear  the 
expence  of  his  lady's  funeral,  a  dry  old  reprefentative 
objected  to  a  grant  for  a  governor's  lady,  had  the  motion 
been  for  a  grant  to  bury  the  governor,  he  fliould  have 
thought  the  money  well  laid  our. 

Mr.  Dummer  reaffumed  the  adminiftration.  He  did 
not  intend  to  enter  into  the  controverfy  about  the  falary  ; 
110  advantage  could  arife  from  ir,  no  new  arguments  could 
be  ufed,  the  king's  inftructions  were  to  be  his  rule,  and 
he  would  not  depart  from  them  by  accepting  any  grant 
as  lieutenant  governor ;  bur  the  affair  having  been  under 
confideration  before  his  majefty  in  council  and  further 
proceedings  expected?  he  would  wait  for  further  mtclli- 
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gence  and  directions.     The  houfe  were  not  willing  ro  1729* 
admit  that  the  inft ruction  had  any  refpect  to  the  falary 
of  a  lieutenant  governor,  but  if  it  had,  they  had  given 
fufficient  reafons  againft  it,  and  were  determined  to  come 
into  no  a&  for  fixing  a  falary.     Having  continued  the 
feiiion  at  Cambridge  until   the   2  6th  of  September,  he 
ordered  an  adjournment   to  the  29th  of  November,  at 
Boflon,  which  was  a  further  indication  that  he  did  not 
intend  to  prefs  the  inftru&ion  ;  however,  at   their  firft 
coming  together,  he  recommended  to  them  a  compliance 
with  it  and,  upon  their  alluring  him,  by  a  meflage,  thar, 
although  they  could  not  fet tie  a  falary,  yet  they  were  ready. 
to  give  him  an  ample  and  honorable  fuppcrt,'  he  deflred 
them  to  lofe  no  time  about  it,  for  he  would  accept  of  no 
fupport  unlefs  it  mould  be   exactly  conformable  to  his 
majefly's   inflruction.       The   houfe,    notwithflanding, 
made  a  grant  of  £.  750*   to  enable  him  to  manage  the 
affairs  of  government.     The  council  concurred  with  an 
amendment  adding  *  for  the  half  year  currant5  bur,  this 
being  fixing  a  falary  for  half  a  year,  the  houfe  refufed  it. 
Upon  the  news  of  Mr.  Burners  death,  Mr.  Belcher 
applied  with  all  his  powers  to  obtain  the  commiffion  for 
the  government.    Governor  Shute  might  have  returned, 
but  he  declined  it  and  generouily  gave   his  interell:  to 
Mr.  Belcher  who,  fourteen  years  before,  had  given^.500 
flerling,  which  was  never  repaid,  to  facilitate  Col.  Shute's 
appointment.     The  controverfy,  which  it  was  fuppofed 
a  governor  muft  be  engaged  in,caufed  fewer  competitors, 
a-nd  the  miniftry  were  the  more  concerned  to. find  a  pro- 
per perfon.     Lord  Townfliend  alked  Mr.  Wilks,  who- 
had  much  of  his  confidence,  whether  he  thought  Mr. 
Belcher  would  be  able  to  influence  the  people  to  a  com- 
pliance with  the  king's  in (1  ructions,   he  replied   that  he 
rughr  no  man  more  likely.     Their  chufmg  him  agent 
a  mark  of  their  confidence  in  him,  but  it  feemed 
ral  to  expect  that  they  would  be  under  ftronger  pre- 
againft  him  than  againfl:  a  perfon  who  had  never 
e  I   in  their  favor.      Mr.  Belcher's  appointment 

ot  .    >a  1  the  removal  of  Mr.  Dummer  from  the  plac>~ 
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of  lieutenant  governor.  A  young  gentleman,  with  whofe 
family  Mr.  Wilks  was  connected,  (Mr.  Thornton)  Mr; 
Belcher  had  engaged  to  provide  for,  and  he  had  no  pod 
in  his  gift,  worth  accepting,  befides  the  naval  office.' 
To  make  a  vacancy  there,  Col.  Tailer  was  appointed 
lieutenant  governor.  The  pleafure,  if  there  was  any,  in 
fuperfeding  Mr.  Dummer,  who  had  fuperfeded  him  before,; 
could  be  no  equivalent  for  the  difference  between-  a  pod 
of  naked  honour,  and  a  port  of  profit  which  gave  him  a 
comfortable  living.  Mr.  Bummer's  adminiftration  has 
been,  juftiy,  well  fpoken  of.  His  general  aim  was  to  do 
public  fervice.  He  was  compelled  to  fome  compliances 
which  appeared  to  him  the  lead  of  two  evils.  ItlefTened 
him  in  Mr.  Burnet's efteem  who  though  the  fhould  have 
fhewnmore  fortitude;  but  he  retired  with  honor, and, after 
fome  years,  was  elected  into  the  council,  where,  from  ref- 
peft  to  his  former  commtffion,  he  took  the  place  of  prefi- 
<ient,  but  being  thought  too  favorable  to  the  prerogative, 
after  two  or  three  years,  he  was  left  our.  He  feemed  to 
lay  this  flight  more  to  heart  than  the  lofs  of  hisrcommif- 
lion,and  aimed  at  nothing  more,  the  reft  of  his  life,  than 
Qtium  cam  dignitate+fetetimg  for  his  friends  and  acquaint 
tance  men  of  fenfe,virtue  and  religion  and,  enjoyed  in  life, 
for  many  years,  that  fame  which,  for  infinitely  wife  rea- 
fons,  the  great  creator  has  implanted  in  every  generous 
bread:  a  defire  of,  even  after  death. 

Col.  Tailer's  commiffion  was  received  and  publifhec! 
before  Mr.  Belcher's  arrival  and  it  gave  him  an  opportu- 
nity of  doing  a  generous  thing  for  Mr.  Dummer.  A 
vote  had*  palled  the  two  houfes  granting  him  nine  hun- 
dred pounds,  which,  from  a  regard  to  his  inftruclioris,  he' 
had  not  figned,  nor'  had  he  exprefly  refufed  it,  and  the 
court  having  been  adjourned  only,  not  prorogued,  the 
next  meeting  was  confidered  as  the  fame  feffion  and 
Colonel  Tailer  ventured  to  fign  it,  not  being  a  grant  to 
hirafelf  and  not  againft  the  letter  of  his  in  ft  ructions,  and 
it  was  really  faving  money  ro  Mr.  Dummer,  the  grant, 
being  intended  for  ervices  to  come  as  well  as  paft,  would 
tm  have  ken  renewed,  or  in  part  only. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.     IV. 


From  the  arrival  of  Governor  Belcher,  in  1730, 
to  the  reimburfement  of  the  charge  of  the 
expedition  againft  Cape-Breton  and  the  abo- 
lition of  paper  money,  in  1749. 


MR.  Belcher  arrived  the  beginning  of  Augufl:  in  i?3& 
che  Blandford  man  of  war,   Capt.  Prothero. 
We  approach  (o  near  to  the  prefent  day 
that,  for  this  reafon  as  well  as  thofe  I  have 
mentioned  in  my  preface,  I  (hall  give  a  more  general 
account  of  affairs. 

No  governor  had  teen  received  with  a  fliew  of 
greater  joy.  Both  parties  fuppofed  they  had  an  intereft 
in  him.  For  men  to  alter  their  principles  and  practice, 
according  to  their  intereft,  was  no  new  thing.  A  (ketch 
of  Mr.  Belcher's  life  and  character  will  in  fome  meafurc 
account  for  his  obtaining  the  government,  for  the  prin- 
cipal events  in  his  adminiilration  and  for  the  lofs  of  his 
com  million. 

Being  the  only  fon  of  a  wealthy  father,  he  had  high 
views  from  the  beginning  of  life.  After  an  accademical 
education  in  his  own  country,  he  travelled  to  Europe, 
was  twice  at  Hanover,  and  was  introduced  to  the 
court  there,  at  the  time  when  the  princefs  Sophia  was 
the  preemptive  heirefs  to  the  Britifh  crown.  The 
novelty  of  a  Britifh  American,  added  to  the  gracefulnefs 
of  his  perfon,  caufed  diilinguifhing  notice  to  be  taken  of 
him,  which  tended  to  increafe  that  afpiring  turn  of 
mind  which  was  very  natural  to  him.    Some  years  after, 
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be  made  another  voyage  to  England,  being  then  engaged 
in  mercantile  affairs,  which,  after  his  return  home, 
proved,  in  the  general  courfe  of  them,  rather  unfuc- 
cefsful,  and  feera  to  have  fuppreffed  or  abated  the  ruling 
paffion,  but,  being  chofen  agent  for  the  houfe  of  repre- 
fentatives,  it  revived  and  was  gratified  to  the  utmolt, 
by  his  appointment  to  the  government  of  Maffachufets- 
bay  and  New-Hampfhire,  and  difcovered  rtfelf  fn  every 
part  of  his  ad  minifl  ration.  Before  he  was  governor, 
except  in  one  mifenee,  he  had  always  been  a  favorer  of 
the  prerogative,  and  afterwards  he  did  not  fail  of  acting 
up  to  his  principles.  A  man  of  high  principles  cannot 
be  too  jealous  of  himfelf,  upon  a  fudden  advancement  to 
a  place  of  power.  The  council  never  enjoyed  lefs  free- 
dom than  in  his  time.  He  propofed  matters  for  the  fake 
of  their  fan&lon  rather  than  advice,  rarely  failing  of  a 
majority  to  approve  of  his  fentiments. 

He  fived  elegantly  in  his  family,  was  hofpitable,  made 
great  (hew  in  drefs,  equipage,  &rc.  and  although  by  the; 
depreciation  of  the  currency  he  was  curtailed  of  his 
falary,  yet  he  difdained  any  unwarrantable  or  mean  ways 
of  obtaining  money  to  fuppfy  his  expenees.  By  great 
freedom  in  converfation  and  an  nnreferved  cenfure  of 
perfons  whofe  principles  or  conduct  he  drfapproved,  he 
made  hfrnfelf  many  enemies.  In  a  private  perfon,  this 
may  often  pafs  with  little  notice,  but  from  a  governor 
it  is  very  hardly  forgot,  and  fome  never  ceafed  purfuing 
revenge  until  they  faw  him  difplaced. 

Th  e  general  court  met  the  9th  of  September."* 
The  people  waited  with  impatience  the  governor's  firf! 
fpeech.  Many  flattered  themfelves  that  the  inttrti&ion 
for  a  fixed  falary  was  withdrawn,  others  that,  ff  it  was 
continued,  he  would  treat  it  rather  as  Dudley  and  Shute 
had  done  than  as  his  immediate  predecefTor,  others  who* 
did  not  expect  a  relaxation  were,  from  curiofity,  wifhing 
to  know  how  he  would  acquit  himfelf  with  the  people, 
who  fent  him  to  England  to  oppofe  the  inftru&ion.  - 
After  premifmg,  that  the  honor  oH  the  crown  and  interef): 

of 
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of  Great-Britain  are  very  compatible  with  the  privi-  1730. 
leges  and  liberties  of  the  plantations,  he  cells  the  two 
houfes  that  he  had  it  in  command  from  his  royal  matter 
to  communicate  to  them  his  27th  inftru&ion,  refpecling 
the  governor's  fupport,  that  whilft  he  was  in  England 
he  did  every  thing  confident  with  reafon  and  juftice  for 
preferving  and  lengthening  out  the  peace  and  welfare  of 
the  province,  that  they  were  no  (hangers  to  the  fteps. 
taken  by  his  majerty  with  refpecl:  to  the  unhappy  dif- 
pute  between  the  late  governor  and  them  and,  he  hoped, 
after  fuch  a  druggie,  they  would  think  it  for  the  true 
intereft  cf  the  province  to  do  what  might  be  perfectly 
acceptable  ;  that  nothing  prevented  this  controverfy, 
and  feveral  other  matters  of  dangerous  confequence, 
being  laid  before  the  parliament,  but  his  majefty's  great 
lenity  and  goodnefs,  which  inclined  him  to  give  them 
one  opportunity  more  of  paying  a  due  regard  to  what  in 
his  royal  wifdcm  he  thinks  fojuft  and  reafonable.  Had 
he  flopped  here,  perhaps*  lefs  could  not  have  been  ex- 
peeled  from  him  ;  but  he  unfortunately  attempted  to 
fhew  a  fimilitude  between  the  cafe  of  Cato  {hut  up  in 
Utica,  and  the  Maflachufets-bay  under  the  -reftraint  of 
the  royal  in  ft  ruction,  commended  the  wifdom  of  Cato  in 
making  fo  brave  a  ftarid  for  the  liberties  of  his  country, 
but  condemned  his  putting  an  end  to  his  life,  when  affairs 
became  defperate,  rather  than  fubmit  to  a  power  he  could 
no  longer  refift;  which  inftance  he  brought  as  fome  il- 
lu  ft  rat  ion  of  the  late  controverfy,  though  he  would  not 
allow  it  to  run  parallel,  Csefar  being  a  tyrant  and  the 
king  the  protestor  of  the  liberties  of  his  fubjects. 

It  was  faici,  upon  this  occalion,  that  the  governor 
mu ft  allow  that  the  Maflachufets  affembly  had  done 
wifely  hitherto  in  defending  their  liberties,  for,  other- 
wife,  he  had  brought  an  inftance  of  a  cafe  in  no  one  re- 
fpeetiimilar  to  theirs;  and,  if  they  had  done  fo,  it  was 
becaufe  the  in  ft  ruction  was  a  meer  exertion  of  power, 
and  then  the  parallel  would  run  farther  than-  he  was 
Willing  10  allow, 

B  b  z  Tn* 
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i 730.  The  inftrucYion  was  conceived  in  much  ftronger 
terms  than  that  to  governor  Burnet,  and  it  is  declared 
that  in  cafe  the  afTembly  refufes  to  conform  to  it  "  his 
majefty  will  find  himfelf  under  a  neceffity  of  laying  the 
undutiful  behavior  of  the  province  before  the  legifla- 
ture  of  Great-Britain  not  only  in  this  fingle  inftance 
but  in  many  others  of  the  fame  nature  and  tendency, 
whereby  it  manifeftly  appears  that  this  afTembly,  for  fome 
years  lad  pad,  have  attempted  by  unwarrantable  practices 
to  weaken  if  not  caft  off  the  obedience  they  owe  to  the 
crown  and  the  dependance  which  all  colonies  ought  to 
have  on  their  mother  country."  And  in  the  clofe  of 
the  inftruclion  his  majefty  expects  "  that  they  do  forth- 
with comply  with  this  propofal  as  the  lad  iignification 
of  our  royal  pleafure  to  them  upon  this  fubjerTt,  and  if 
the  faid  afTembly  fhall  not  think  fit  to  comply  therewith, 
it  is  our  will  and  pleafure  and  you  are  required  imme- 
diately to  come  over  to  this  kingdom  of  Great-Britain, 
in  order  to  give  us  an  exact  account  of  all  that  fhall  have 
pafTed  upon  this  fubjecl,  that  we  may  lay  the  fame 
before  our  parliament." 

Th  e  houfe  proceeded  juft  as  they  had  done  with 
governor  Burnet.  They  made  a  grant  to  Mr.  Belcher 
of  £1000  currency  for  defreying  the  expence  of  his 
voyage  to  New-England  and  as  a  gratuity  for  fervices 
while  in  England  j*  and,  fome  time  after,  they  voted  him 

a 

*  Five  hundred  pounds  was  alfo  granted  to  the  governor  for  his 
fervices  in  England,  as  agent  for  the  houfe  of  representatives, 
and  the  fum  of/.  1503  is.  id.  which  had  been  advanced  by 
merchants  in  Bofton  and  others  and  fupplied  the  agents,  was 
alfo  granted  to  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treafury,  and  to  the 
feveral  perfons  refpeclively.  The  honor  of  the  governor  who 
hadfpent  the  money,  as  well  as  that  of  the  houfe,  was  concern- 
ed. The  council,  although  in  general  the  fame  perfons  who 
had  refufed  to  confent  to  any  grant  of  money  for  the  ufe  of  an 
agent  in  the  choice  of  whom  they  had  no  (hare,  were  prevailed 
upon  by  the  governor  and  the  influence  of  a  great  number  of 
the  principal  merchants  of  Bofton  who  had  advanced  the 
money,  to  confent  to  a  grant  for  the  re-payment  of  it.  The 
houfe  expe&ing  the  like  difficulty  might  ariic  upon  a  like  occa- 
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a  fum  equal  to  a  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  to  enable  him 
to  manage  the  public  affairs,  &c.  but  would  fix  no  time. 
The  council  concurred  it  with  an  amendment,  viz. 
"  and  that  the  fame  fum  be  annually  allowed  for  the 
governor's  fupport."  This,  without  a  fund  for  the  pay- 
ment of  it,  was  doing  little  more  than  the  houfe  had  re- 
peatedly done  by  their  declarations  that  they  doubted  not 
future  aflemblies  would  make  the  like  honorable  provifion 
for  the  fupport  governor's  according  to  the  ability  of 
the  province ;  the  amendment,  notwithflanding,  was  not 
agreed  to,  and  the  houfe  adhered  to  their  own  vote. 
This  produced  a  fecond  amendment,  viz.  "  that  the  fame 
fum  fhould  be  annually  paid  during  his  excellency's 
continuance  in  the  government  and  refidence  here;"  but 
this  alfo  was  nonconcured.  The  two  houfes  then  con- 
ferred upon  the  fubje£t,f  the  governor  being  prefent,{ 
and  before  they  parted  he -made  a  long  fpeech,  exprefling 
the  great  pleafure  the  council  had  given  him  in  the  part 

B  b  3  the?" 

(ion  In  future  time,  took  this  favorable  opportunity  of  paffing 
a  vote  for  the  taking  the  fum  of  five  hundred  pounds  fterling 
out  of  the  province  treafury  and  depofiting  it  in  the  bank  of 
England  for  the  ufe  of  the  houfe.  To  this  vote  the  council 
gave  their  concurrence  and  the  governor  his  confent.  He  re- 
pented of  it  afterwards,  when  he  found  the  agent  employed  by 
the  houfe  and  fupported  with  this  money,  was  the  principal 
promoter  of  the  complaints  againft  him  which  caufed  his  re* 
moval  from  the  government, 
f  This  was  a  matter  of  money  which  the  houfe  fometimes  refufe 

to  confer  upon,  but  they  have  been  unfteady  in  this  refpecl. 
f  It  is  unufual  for  governors  to  be  pre'fent  at  a  conference,  be- 
tween the  two  houfes.  Mr.  Shirley  being  defirous  of  acquaint- 
ing himfelf  with  the  arguments  on  both  fides  in  fome  aifair  in 
controverfy  between  the  two  houfes,  intimated  to  the  council 
his  inclination  to  be  prefent.  When  the  houfe  came  up  the 
fpeaker,  Mr.  Cuming,  feeing  the  governor  in  the  chair,  ftarted 
back  and  remaining  at  the  door  of  the  council  chamber,  ex- 
preffed  his  furprize  at  feeing  his  excellency  in  the  chair,  the 
conference  being  intended  between  the  two  houfes  only,  but  if 
his  excellency  intended  to  remain  in  the  chair,  only  to  hear 
the  arguments,  he  imagined  the  houfe  would  have  no  objection 
to  conferring  in  his  prefence.  This  the  governor  conferred  to 
declaring  hs  would  not  interfere. 
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I73Q-  they  had  taken  and  his  concern  and  furprize  at  the  con- 
duct of  the  houfe,  in  running  the  rifque  of  the  confe- 
rences of  their  refufal  to  comply  with  the  initruction, 
reminded  them  of  the  vaft  expence  which  their  former 
unfuccefsful  difputes  with  their  governors  had  occalion- 
cd  to  the  province,  but  ufed  no  arguments  to  convince 
them  of  the  reafonablenefs  of  the  demand  and  its  com- 
patibility with  their  rights  and  privileges. 

The  fmall-pox  being  in  the  town  of  Cambridge, 
where  the  court  fat,  the  houfe  defired  to  rife,  but  the 
governor  let  them  know  he  would  meet  them  in  any 
other  town  and,  the  fame  Jay,  ordered  an  adjournment 
to  Roxbury,  where  a  bill  palled  both  houfes  for  the 
fupport  of  the  governor,  but,  not  coming  up  to  the 
inflruciion,  the  governor  could  not  confent  to  &  The 
country  party  in  the  houfe,  as  much  a  folcecifna  as  it  is. 
Were  the  molt  zealous  for  the  prerogative,  and,  except 
a  few  prerogative  men  who  were  always  willing  to  fix 
jthe  falary,  none  went  fo  great  a  length,  at  this  time,  to- 
wards fixing  it  as  thofe  who  oppofed  any  one  Hep  to? 
wards  it,  under  Mr.  Burnet. 

The  people,  in  general,  were  well  plea  fed  with  the 
governor.  It  is  not  improbable  that  he  would  have 
obtained  the  fettlement  of  a  falary  during  his  admini- 
stration, if  it  had  not  been,  in  effect,  a  fettkment  for 
his  fucceffors  alio,  for  fuch  a  precedent  could  not  eaiily 
have  been  refilled.  The  two  parties  which  had  long 
iubfifted  in  the  government  were  vying,  each  with  the 
other,  in  meafnres  for  an  expedient  or  accommodation. 
The  prerogative  men  were  Mr.  Belchers  old  friends, 
who  were  pretty  well  fatisfied  that  his  going  over  to 
the  other  {\l\q  was  not  from  any  real  affecTion  to  the 
« aufe,  and  that  he  mud,  fooner  or  later,  differ  with 
thofe  who  adhered  to  it,  and  for  this  evenr  they  waited 
patiently.  The  other  party,  by  whofe  inrcreft  he  had 
been  Cent  to  England,  adhered  to  him,  expecting  their 
reward.  Accordingly,  Mr.  Cooke  was  foon  appointed 
Ajqliiee  of  ihe  common  plea;  for  the  county  of  Suffolk. 

Tc 
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To  make  way  for  him  and  another  favorite,  Col.Byfield,  1739, 
to  whom  Mr.  Belcher  was  allied,  two  gentlemen,  Col. 
Hutchinfon  and  Col.  Dudley,  were  difplaced.  They 
were  both  in  principle  fteady  friends  to  government 
and  the  firft  of  them  was  a  fall  friend  to  the  governor. 
Mr.  Belcher  would  not  have  been  able  to  advance  fo 
many  of  his  friends  as  he  did,  if  he  had  not  perfuaded 
the  council  ihat,  upon  the  appointment  of  a  new  gover- 
nor, it  was  neceffary  to  renew  all  civil  commiflions. 
Having  obtained  this  point,  he  took  the  mod  convenient 
time  to  fettle  the  feveral  counties.  Before  he  fettled 
the  county  of  York,  he  recommended  to  the  judges  a 
perfon  for  clerk  of  the  court.  This  officer  the  province 
law  impowers  the  judges  to  appoint.  Some  of  them 
fent  their  excufe,  being  well  fatisfled  with  the  clerk  they 
had,  who  was  a  faithful  well  approved  officer,  but  the 
governor  let  the  judges  know,  if  he  could  not  appoint 
a  clerk  he  could  a  judge,  and  accordingly  removed  thofe 
who  were  not  for  his  purpofe  and  appointed  others  in 
their  itead."*  There  was  an  inconfiflency,  in  delaying 
appointments,  with  the  principles  he  advanced.  If  new 
commiifions  were  neceilary,  they  were  neceffary  imme- 
diately, and  they  might  as  well  be  delayed  feven  years 
as  one.j- 

B  b  4  Two 

*  U  was  ftid  that;  when  Mr. Belcher,  fome  ycar$  after,  was  ordered 
by  the  king  to  remove  his  Ton  in  law,  Mr.  Lycie,  from  the  naval 
office,  the  power  of  appointment  to  which  office  is,  by  act  of 
parliament,  given  to  the  governor,  he  wasadviied  to  make  an 
excufe,  Mr.Lyde  being  an  officer  who  gave  general  fatisfaction  ; 
but  Mr.  Belcher  replied,  that  although  the  king  could  not  make 
a  naval  officer  yet  he  could  make  a  governor,  and  he  was  forced 
to  give  up  his  fon  in  law.  Nee  lex  eft  jufiior  ulla 
This  was  the  firft  inftance  ot  an  appointment  made  by  the  crown 
immediately  to  this  office  and,  I  think,  to  any  office  in  the 
province  the  nomination  to  which  is  by  the  charter  and  royal 
commiffion  left  to  the  judgment  and  difcretion  of  the  governor. 

f  The  commiffions  to  civil  officers  being  in  the  king's  name  and 
tefted  by  the  governor,  the  renewal  of  fuch  commiffions  upon 
the  appointment  of  a  governor  has  not  been  pracYifed  fince  Mr.. 
Jtelchcr's  time.     It  was  propofsd  in  council   by   his  fucce/Tor, 

"    but 
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5731.  Two  or  three  feffions  paffed,  when  little  more  was 
done,  on  the  governor's  part,  than  repeating  his  de- 
mand for  a  fixed  falary  and  intimating  that  he  fhould  be 
obliged  to  go  to  England  and  render  an  account  of  their 
behavior  to  the  king.  The  major  part  of  the  houfe 
were  very  defirous  of  giving  fatisfac"tion  to  the  governor 
and  to  their  condiments  both,  but  that  cpuid  not  be. 
Mr.  Cooke's  friends  in  the  town  of  Boflon  began  to  be 
jealous  of  him.  A  bill  was  prepared,  which  fets  forth 
in  the  preamble,  that  fettling  the  falary  would  deprive 
the  people  of  their  rights  as  Englifhmen.  In  the  pur- 
view, after  granting  ^.3400,  which  was  about  equal  to 
£aooo  fterling,  it  is  further  enacled  that  as  his  majefty 
had  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  appoint  J.  B.  Efcj;  to  be 
the  governor,  who  was  a  native  of  the  country,  whofe 
fortune  was  here,  who,  when  a  member  of  the  council,  as 
Well  as  when  in  a  private  Itation,  has  always  confulted 

xhc 
but  Mr.  Read,  a  very  eminent  lawyer  and,  which  is  more,  a 
perfon  of  great  integrity  and  firmnefs  of  mind,  being  then  a 
member  of  the  council,  brought  inch  arguments  again  ft  the 
practice  that  the  majority  of  the  board  refufed  to  confent  to  it. 
Befides  this  general  new  appointment,  Mr.  Belcher,  in  the 
courfe  of  his  administration,  made  more  frequent  removals  of 
perfons  from  office  than  any  governor  before  or  fince.  Tn's 
was  owing  to  the  pusillanimity  of  the  council.  No  appoint- 
ment can  be  made  without  their  advice.  The  governor,  it  i$ 
true,  can  refufe  his  confent,  every  year,  to  their  election,  but 
the  emoluments  of  a  Maffachufets  councellor  are  very  /.mall  and 
pan  caufe  no  great  temptation  to  facriflce  virtue.  It  is  fan} 
that  one  of  the  judges  of  the  fuperior  court  expecting  to  he 
removed,  in  the  latter  part  of  Mr.  Belcher's  a  d  mi  v.  i  ft  ration, 
applied  by  afriend  in  England  to  lord  chief  jufticc  Willes,  who 
Signified  his  resolution  that  if  any  judge  fhould  be  removed, 
Without:  good  reaTfon  afligned,  he  would  himfelf  complain  to 
his  majefty  againft  the  governor.  The  freedom  and  indepen- 
dence of  the  judges  of  England  is  always  enumerated  among 
the  excellencies  of  the  con  dim  tion.  The  Maffachu fets  judges 
are  far  from  independent.  |n  Mr.  Belcher's  administration 
they  were  peculiarly  dependent  upon  the  governor.  Before 
and  f;:ice  they  have  been  dependent  upon  the  affembly  for 
their  .falary,  granted  annually,  which  fometimes  has  been 
delayed,  f  •metirnes  diminifherf,  and  rarely  efcapes  being  s> 
{ubjeet  pf  debate  «-£  aJtcrcaUOf^ 
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the  true  intereft  of  bis  country  as  well  as  the  honor  1731- 
and  dignity  of  the  crown,  therefore,  it  is  moft  folemnly 
proraifed  and  engaged  to  his  moil  excellent  majefty  that 
there  fliall  be  granted  the  like  fum  for  the  like  purpofe 
at  the  beginning  of  the  feflions  in  May  every  year  dur- 
ing the  governor's  continuance  in  the  adminiftration 
and  refidence  within  the  province,  provided,  this  ac"l 
fliall  not  be  pleaded  as  a  precedent  or  binding  on  any 
future  aflembly  for  fixing  a  falary  on  any  fucceeding 
governor.  The  bill  is  in  Mr.  Cooke's  hand  writing 
and  it  is  minuted  at  the  bottom  that  the  governor  ap- 
proved of  it.  The  governor  could  not  imagine  fo  eva- 
five  a  thing  could  be  approved  in  England.  He  might 
hope  to  improve  it  as  being  a  further  advance  than  had 
been  before  made,  and,  by  ufing  this  argument,  that  it 
would  be  much  more  rational  for  the  houfe  to  do  what 
they  now  had  fully  in  their  power  to  do,  than  to  make 
a  folemn  promife  that  another  houfe  mould  do  the  fame 
thing,  the  performance  of  which  promife  they  would 
not  have  in  their  own  power.  The  fcheme  failed,  the 
bill  did  not  pafs  and  from  that  time  Mr.  Belcher,  defpair- 
ing  of  carrying  his  point,  turned  his  thought  to  obtaining 
a  relaxation  of  his  inftru&ion.  Inftead  of  applying 
himfelf,  he  advifed  to  an  addrefs  from  the  houfe,  not 
for  the  withdraw  of  the  inftru&ion  but  that  the  go- 
vernor might  have  leave  to  receive  the  fum  granted. 
This  was  allowed,  but  it  was  to  be  underflood  that,  he 
was  to  infill  upon  a  compliance  with  his  inllruclion  ai 
much  as  ever.  Leave  for  confent  to  particular  grants 
was  obtained  two  or  three  years  and, at  length, a  general 
order  of  leave  to  receive  fuch  fums  as  fhould  be  granted. 
This  was  the  ifTue  of  the  controverfy  about  a  fixed 
falary.  Until  Mr.  Belcher's  arrival,  Mr.  Cooke  had 
differed  from  moft  who,  from  time  to  time,  have  been 
recorded  in  hiftory  for  popular  men.  Generally,  to  pre- 
ferve  the  favor  of  the  people,  they  mud  change  with 
the  popular  air,  and  when  we  furvey  a  courfe  of  action 
it  will  not  appear  altogether  conMent.    He  had  the 

arc 
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J  732-  art  of  keeping  the  people  fteady  in  the  applaufe  of  his 
meafures.  To  be  careful  never  to  depart  from  the  ap- 
pearance of  maintaining  or  enlarging  rights,  liberties  and 
privileges  was  all  he  found  necefiary.  Affoon  as  he  was 
defective  in  this  refpect  and  tried  to  fecure  his  interelt 
both  with  the  governor  and  town  of  Bolton  he  had  like 
to  have  loft  both.  In  the  election  of  reprefentatives 
for  Bolton, in  1 733 or  1 734.  the  governor's  party  appear- 
ed againft  him,  he  had  loft  many  of  the  other  party  by 
what  they  called  too  great  a  compliance  and  he  had  a 
majority,  after  feveral  trials,  of  one  or  two  votes  only  in 
fix  or  (even  hundred. 

The  difpute  about  the  manner  of  iffuing  money  out 
of  the  treafury  was  fettled  unfavorably  for  the  houfe. 
The  charter  provides,  that  all  money  (hall  be  iifued 
by  warrant  from  the  governor  with  advice  and  confent 
of  the  council.  Until  the  year  1720  the  money  was 
brought  into  the  treafury,  by  a  vote  or  a<ft  originating  in 
the  houfe,  and  deftined  to  certain  purpofes,  and  drawn 
out  for  thofe  purpofes  by  warrant  from  the  governor 
with  advice  &c.  but  after  that,  the  houfe  not  only  def- 
tined the  money,  when  put  into  the  treafury,  but  provided 
that  none  of  it,  except  fame  trifling  fonts  for  cxprefiesand 
the  like,  mould  be  iifued  without  a  vote  of  the  whole 
court  for  payment.  After  fuch  a  vote  they  were  willing 
>he  governor  fhould  give  his  warrant.  This  appeared 
in  the  king  to  render  his  governor  contemptible  and 
intirely  to  defeat  the  provilion  in  the  charter,  and  there 
was  no  profpecl  of  any  relaxation  of  the  mftru&iob  to 
the  governor.  When  the  fervants  of  the  government 
had  fuffered  a  long  time  for  want  of  their  money  the 
houfe  palled  a  bill  which  fupplied  the  treafury  in  a 
way  not  materially  differing  from  what  had  been  in 
practice  before  1720. 

Mr.  Belcher  had  another  inftru&ion  not  to  confent 
to  the  ifTuing  any  bills  of  credit  for  a  longer  term 
than  thofe  were  to  remain  currant  which  had  before 
been  ifiiied,  none  of  which  extended  bejond  the  year 

17  dU 
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?  741.  It  would  have  been  but  a  fmall  burden  upon  1732- 
the  inhabitants  to  have  paid  the  charges  of  every  year 
and  the  debt  which  lay  upon  fuch  year  befides,  but, 
inftead  of  that  wife  meafure,  they  fuffered  one  year  after 
another  to  pafs  with  light  taxes  and  laid  heavy  burdens 
upon  diftant  years,  and  the  laft  year,  1741,  had  more 
laid  upon  it  than  any  four  or  five  preceding  years,  and 
although  even  this  was  far  fhort  of  what  has  been  paid 
in  fome  fucceeding  years,  yet  it  was  deemed  an  infuppor- 
table  burden  and  it  was  generally  fuppofed  the  promifes 
made  by  the  acls  of  government  to  draw  in  the  bills  in 
that  year  would  by  fome  means  or  other  be  evaded  or 
openly  violated.  Mr.  Belcher  feemcd  determined  to 
adhere  to  his  inflru&ion  and  there  was  an  expectation 
of  fome  great  convuliion  which,  was  prevented  by  his 
being  fuperfeded  before  that  period  arrived. 

The.  project  we  have  taken  notice  of,  p.  173,  for 
fettling  the  eaftern  country,  Captain  Coram  purfued 
until  he  procured  an  order  or  inflruction  to  Col.  Phillips, 
the  governor  of  Nova-Scotia,  in  1 7  go,  to  take  pofTefllon  of 
the  land  between  St.  Croix  and  Kennebeck,  and  30  men. 
with  an  officer  were  fent  to  the  fort  at  Pemaqu id, built 
by  the  Maflachufets.  Col.  Dunbar,  a  gentleman  out  of 
employ,  came  over  about  the  fame  time,  took  the  com- 
mand of  the  fort  and  aflumed  the  government  of  that  part 
pf  the  province.  Mr.  Belcher  was  applied  to  by  the 
proprietors  of  the  lands  there,  and  the  houfe  of  repre- 
sentatives afferted  the  right  of  the  province.  The  go- 
vernor with  advice  of  council  iifued  a  proclamation  re- 
quiring the  inhabitants  to  remain  in  their  obedience  and 
due  fubjec~tion  to  the  laws  and  government  of  the  pro- 
vince. This  feems  to  have  been  all  that  in  prudence 
he  could  do.  Some  were  for  taking  further  meafures 
to  remove  Dunbar  which,  as  he  had  a  royal  commiflion,, 
however  liable  to  exception?,  Mr.  Belcher  thought  by 
no  means  warrantable.  The  minds  of  the  people  were 
inflamed  and  when  Dunbar  came  up  to  Befton  he  per- 
flated in  his  claim  to  the  country  which,  with  reports  of 
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1732.  4brae  not  very  decent  expreflions  of  the  governor,  raifed 
the  refentment  of  many.  Perfons  of  ill  defign  perhaps 
might  have  been  able  to  have  caufed  a  tumult.  The 
lands  indeed  were  claimed  by  a  few  particular  perfons, 
but  it  was  fpread  abroad  that  when  this  country  (hould 
be  detached  from  the  reft  of  the  province  the  fupplies  of 
fewei  to  the  fea^port  towns  would  ceafe  or  be  burdened 
with  heavy  duties  and  the  poor  oppreffed.  It  happened 
that  Mr.Samuel  Waldo,  a  gentleman  of  good  capacity  and 
who  would  not  eafily  relinquilh  his  right,  undertook  for 
the  proprietors  of  the  principal  tracl:  of  the  country 
claimed  and,  upon  reprefentation  to  his  majeft y  in  council 
the  order  to  Phillips  and  the  authority  to  Dunbar  were 
revoked  in  1732,  and  the  government  of  the  province 
afterwards  thought  it  proper  to  place  a  garrifon  in  their 
own  pay  at  Fort  Frederick,  the  name  given  by  Dunbar 
to  the  fort  at  Pemaquid. 

I  (hall  take  notice  of  two  or  three  only  and  thofe  the 
mod  remarkable  events  during  the  reft  of  Mr.  Belcher's 
adminiftration. 

1 733*.  In  1733  there  was  a  general  complaint  throughout 
the  four  governments  of  New-England  of  the  unufuai 
fcarcity  of  money.  There  was  as  large  a  fum  current 
in  bills  of  credit  as  ever,  but  the  bills  having  depre- 
ciated they  anfwered  the  purpofes  of  money  fo  much 
lefs  in  proportion.  The  MafTacrmfets  and  New-Hamp- 
fhire  were  clogged  with  royal  inflru&ions.  It  was  ow- 
ing to  them  that  thofe  governments  had  not  irTued  bills 
to  as  great  an  amount  as  Rhode-Ifland.  Connection, 
akhough  under  no  reftraint,  yet,  confiding  of  more  hui- 
bandmen  and  fewer  traders  than  the  reft,  did  not  fo 
much  feel  the  want  of  money.  The  MaiTachufets  peo- 
ple were  diifatisned  that  Rhode-Ifland  fhonld  fend  their 
bills  among  them  and  take  away  their  fubftance  and  em- 
ploy it  in  trade,  and  many  people  wifhed  to  fee  the  bills 
of  each  government  current  within  the  limits  of  fuch 
government  only.  In  the  midft  of  this  difcontent,  P.hode 
Iflaad  paffed  an  act  for  iffuing  £.  ioo.oc^o  upon  loan, 
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for,  I  think,  2  o  years  to  their  own  inhabitants,  who  would  1 733- 
immediately  have  it  in  their  power  to  add  £.100,000 
to  their  trading  (lock  from  the  horfes,  fheep,  lumber, 
fi(h,  &c.  of  the  Maflachufets  inhabitants.  The  mer- 
chants of  Boilon  therefore  confederated  and  mutually 
promifed  and  engaged  not  to  receive  any  bills  of  this 
new  emiffion,  but,  to  provide  a  currency,  a  large  number 
formed  therafelves  into  a  company  entred  into  covenants, 
chofe  direcl:ors>  &c.  and  iffued  £.1 10,000  redeemable  in 
10  years,  in  filver  at  i$f.  per  oz.  the  then  current  rate, 
or  gold  in  proportion,  a  tenth  part  annually.  About 
the  fame  time  the  MaiTachufets  treafury,  which  had 
been  long  fhut  was  opened,  and  the  debts  of  two  or 
three  years  were  all  paid  at  one  time  in  bills  of  credit ;  / 
to  this  was  added  the  ordinary  emiflions  of  bills  from 
New-Hampmire  and  Connecticut,  and  fome  of  the  Boilon 
merchants,  tempted  by  an  opportunity  of  felling  their 
Englifh  goods,  having  broke  through  their  engagements 
and  received  the  Rbode-Ifiand  bills,  all  the  reft  foon 
followed  the  example.  All  thefe  emhTions  made  a  flood 
of  money,  filver  rofe  from  ig/T  to  2jf.  theoz.  and  ex- 
change with  all  other  countries  confequently  rofe  alfo, 
and  every  creditor  was  defrauded  of  about  one  third  of 
hisjufl  dues.  AiTcon  as  filver  rofe  to  2jf.  the  notes 
jflued  by  the  merchants  payable  at  iyf,  were  hoarded 
up  and  no  longer  anfwered  the  purpofes  of  money. 
Although  the  currency  was  leflened  by  taking  away  the 
notes,  yet  what  remanied  never  increafed  in  value, 
filver  continuing  feveral  years  about  the  fame  rate,  until 
it  took  another  large  jump.  Thus  very  great  injuftice 
was  caufed  by  this  wretched  paper  currency  and  no 
relief  of  any  fort  obtained  ;  for,  by  this  finking  in  value, 
though  the  nominal  fum  was  higher  than  it  had  ever 
been  before,  yet  the  currency  would  produce  no  more 
fterling  money  than  it  would  have  done  before  the  late 

emiflions  were  made.*  T 

In 

*  William  Tailer,  Efq;   the  lietit.  governor,  dying  in  1732,   m 
1733  Spencer  Phips,  Efq;  nephew  by  the  filler  and  adopted  fan 
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*737«       In    1737,  a  controverfy   which  had  long  fubfiftecf 
between   the  two  governments  of  Maffachufets-bay  and 
New-Hampfhire  was  heard   by  commiftioners   for  thar 
purpofe  appointed  by  the  crown.     Various  attempts  had 
been  made  to  fettle  this  difpute,  and  it  had  been  oftert 
recommended  by  the  crown  to  the  affemblies  of  the  two 
provinces  to  agree  upon  arbitrators  from  neighbouring 
governments  and  to   pafs  acts  which  fhould  bind  each 
province  to  be  fubject  to  their  determinations.     Several 
fuch  acts  paffed,  but  they  were  not  exaclly  conformable 
one  to  the  other,  or  the  operation  of  them  was  by  fome 
means  or  other  obftru£ted.     The  Maffachufets  refufed 
terms  which,  afterwards,  they  would  gladly  have  accept- 
ed.    They  have  done  the  like  in  other  controverfies. 
Long  poftefTion  caufed  them  to  be  loth  to  concede  any 
part  of   the  territory.     New-Hampfhire  took  its  name 
from  the  grants  made  by  the  council  of  Piimouth  to 
captain  John  Mafon.     Of  thefe  there  had  been  four  or 
five  all  containing  more  or  lefsof  the  fame  lands.     Ex- 
ceptions were  taken  to  all  of  them,  and  that  which  was 
the  leafl  imperfect  was  dated  after  the  grant  of  MaiTa- 
chufets-bay, (o  that  the  whole  controverfy  turned  upon 
the  conftru&ion   of  the   Maffachufets  charters.     The 
firft  charter  made  the  northern  boundary   to  be  three 
miles  to  the  northward  of  Merrimack  river,  or  to  the 
northward  of  any  and  every  part  thereof.     After  run- 
ning weftward  about   30  miles  from  the  fea  the  river 
alters  its  courfe  and  tends   to  the  north,  or,  to  fpeak 
with  more  propriety,  having  run  from  its  crotch  or  the 
meeting  of  Pemigewaffet  river  and  Winnepiffiauke  pond 
ro  the  fouthward  about   $o  miles,  it  then  tends  to  the 
eaflward  about  30  miles,  until   it  empties  into  the  fea, 
It  was  urged  by  the  advocates  for  Maffachufets  colouy 
that  their  boundary  was  to  be  three  miles  to  the  north- 
ward of  the  northernmoft  part  of  the  river  and  to  ex- 
tend eaft  and  wed  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  South  feav 

This 
to  Sir  William  Phips,  fucceeded.  Mr.  Belcher  ufed  his  intereft 
for  Adam  Winthrop,  Efq;  Both  Winthrop  and  Phips  had 
been  feveral  years  members  of  the  council. 
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This  fwallowed  up  all  New-Hampfhire  and  thegreateft  1737 
part  of  the  province  of  Main.     At  a  hearing  before  the 
kfag  in  council  in  1677  the  agents  for  MafTachufets,  by 
advice,  difelaimed  all  right  of  jurifdicYion   beyond   the 
three  miles  north  of  the  river  accordiug  to  the   courfe, 
and  it  was  determined  they  had  a  right  as  far  as   the 
river  extended,  but  how  far  the  river  did  extend  was 
not  then  exprekly  mentioned.     It  feems  however  not  to 
have  been  doubted,  for  although  at  the  time  of  the  grant 
of  the  fir  ft  charter  it  does  not  appear  that  the  courfe 
Was  known  any  great  diftance  from  the  fea  yer,  foon 
after  the  government  was  transferred  from  Old  England 
to  New,  it  Was  as  well  known  by  the  name  of  Merri- 
mack as  far  as  Penicook  as  it  is  at  this  day,  and   the 
tribe  of  Indians  which  dwelt  there  had  a  correfpondence 
with  the  Engliili,  and  in  1639  perfons  were  employed 
by  the  government  of  MafTachufets  to  explore  that  part 
of  the  country  and  there  are  ftill  preferred  the  teftimonies 
of  divers  perfons  declaring  that  they  before  that  time 
always  undenlood   the  river  to  be  called  by  the  fame 
name,  from  the  crotch  to  the  mouth.   If  the  firft  charter 
of  the  Maii'achufets  had  continued  it  is  not  probable 
any  different  conitru&ion  would  ever  have  been  ftarted  5 
but  in  the  new  charter  the  boundary  is  thus  exprefTed, 
"  extending    from   the    great    river   commonly    called 
Monomack  alias  Merrimack  on  the  north  part  and  from 
three  miles  northward  of  the  faid  river  to  the  atlantick 
or  weftern  fea  or  ocean  oh  the  fouth  part,  &c.     The 
whole,  however  of  the  old  colony  being  included  in  the 
new  province,  many  years  palled  without  any  thought 
of  a  different  conftruftion  of  bounds  in  the  two  charters 
and  the  difputes  between  New-Hampfhire  and  the  Maf- 
fachufets  have  been,  principally,  concerning  the  towns  of 
Salifbury  and  Haverhill  which,  when  firft  granted  by  the 
Maflachufets,  were  made  to  extend  more   than  three 
miles  from  the  river  and  the  part  beyond  the  three  miles 
remained  under  the  jurifdichon  by  which  they  had  been 
granted,  which  New-Hampftiire  complained  of.    Anew 

line. 
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,737»  line,  to  begin  three  miles  north  of  the  mouth  of  Merri- 
mack and  fo  run  weft  to  the  fouth  fea,  is  a  modern  con- 
duction. Some  hints  had  been  given  of  fuch  a  line, 
before  or  about  the  year  1726,  and  it  was  fuppofed  byNew 
Hampfhire  that  the  MafTachufets  were  induced  thereby 
to  make  grants  of  townfhips  between  Merrimack  and 
Connecticut  river,  in  order  to  flrengthen  their  title  by 
pofTeffion.  Still  there  was  a  profpect  of  accommodation 
and,  in  the  year  173 1,  the  committees  from  the  afTem- 
blies  of  the  two  provinces  differed  only  upon  the  point 
of  equivalents,  the  MafTachufets  defiring  to  retain  under 
their  jurifdiction  the  whole  of  thofe  towns  which  lay 
upon  the  river  and  to  give  other  lands  as  an  equivalent 
for  the  property  ;  but  about  the  fame  time  the  gentlemen 
of  New -Hampfhire  who  had  for  many  years  before  been 
at  the  helm  thinking,  and  perhaps  juftly,  that  they  were 
not  well  treated  by  Mr.  Belcher,  determined  to  exert 
themfelves  to  obtain  a  governor  for  that  province  and 
to  remain  no  longer  under  the  fame  governor  with  the 
MafTachufets.  They  had  but  little  chance  for  thisunlefs 
they  could  enlarge  their  bounds.  The  very  propofal 
of  a  diftinct  government  as  it  increafed  the  number  of 
cfiicers  of  the  crown  they  thought  would  be  a  favorable 
circumftancein  fettling  the  controverfy  with  MafTachufets. 
The  houfe  of  reprefentatives  of  New  Hampfhire, 
Oct.  7,  1 73 1,  by  a  vote  appointed  John  Rindge,  Efq;  a 
merchant  there  who  was  bound  to  England,  their  agent  to 
follicit  the  fettlement  of  the  boundaries.  But  their  main 
dependance  was  upon  Mr.Thomlinfon,  a  gentleman  who 
had  been  in  NewHampftiire,  and  was  then  a  merchant  of 
note  in  London,  and  perhaps  was  as  capable  of  conduct- 
ing their  caufe  as  any  perfon  they  could  have  pitched 
upon.  He  had  the  friendship  of  Col.  Bladen  who  at 
lhat  day  had  great  weight  in  the  board  of  trade  and  had 
•  conceived  very  unfavorable  fentiments  of  the  MafTachufets 
in  general  and  did  not  like  Mr.  Belcher  the  governor. 
He  employed  a  follicitor,  Ferdinando  Paris,  one  of  the 
firfl  rate  and  who.  had  ^  peculiar  talent  at  flurring  the 

•  character 
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characters'  of  his  antagonifts.  Many  of  his  briefs 'which  *73?1 
I  have  feen,  abound  in  this  way.  The  firfl:  ftep  in 
confequence  of  Mr:  Rindge's  petition  was  a  queftion 
fent  by  the  lords  of  trade  to  the  attorney  and  fbilicitor 
general  for  their  opinion,  M  From  what  part  of  Merri- 
inack  river  the  three  miles  from  whence  the  dividing 
line  between  the  province  of  New-Hampfhire  and  the 
province  of  the  Maffachufets  bay  is  to  begin,  cu^ht  to 
be  taken  according  to  the  intent  of  the  charter  of  William 
add  Mary."  This  was  a  plain  intimation  that  if  the 
point  where  to  begin  could  be  fettled,  oothing  more  was 
neceffary,  the  weft  line  claimed  by  New-Hampfhire  was 
to  follow  of  courfe;  The  Maffachufets  agent  (Mr. 
Wilks)  by  his  council  would  fay  nothing  upon  the  ques- 
tion, becaufe  it  would  not  determine  the  matters  in  dif- 
pure.  Report  was  made,  however,  that  it  ought  to  begin 
three  miles  north  of  the  mouth  of  Merrimack  river. 
It  was  then  rjro'pofed  that  commiilioners  mould  be  ap- 
pointed to  fettle  this  controverfy.  This  the  Maflachu* 
lets  were  averfe  to,  unlefs  they  knew  who  they  were  to 
be.  They  were  at  the  fame  time  afraid  of  it's  being 
determined  in  England,  ev parte,  if  they  fhould  refufe  to 
confent.  A  committee  of  the  general  court  reported 
that  the  agent  mould  be  inftrncled  that  the  province 
would  agree  to  commiilioners  to  be  appointed,  to  fettle 
the  controverfy,  here.  This  report  was"  accepted,  the 
houfe  intending  the  eommrffioners  fhould  be  agreed 
upon  by  the  two  governments,  fomeof  the  committee  in- 
tending the  ag'enc  mould  underftand  his  inftruclioris,  to 
conferit  to  the  appointment  of  cOmmijTioners  provided 
they  far  here  or  hi  one  of  the  two  governments.  A 
comma  afref  the  word  appointed  and  after  the  word 
controverfy  would  give  the  fecfe  of  the  houfe,  the  laffc 
comma  left  out  it  might  be  taken  in  the  fenfe  of  the' 
committee,  but  as  it  is  moft  probable  the  letter  had  ncJ 
regular  poiiniug  their  meaning  was  to  be  gueiled  ar. 

This  was  treating  the  agent  ill,  and  he  was  cenfured 
by  the  houfe  for  not  obferving  his  inft-ructions.     I  havd 
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l737'  heard  this  account  of  the  affair  from  forae  of  the  com- 
mittee, who  excufed  themfelves  for  this  equivocal  report 
as  being  neceffary  for  the  public  fervice,  the  houfe  not 
being  willing  to  confent  to  an  explicit  fubmiffion.  It 
was  made  a  condition  of  the  fubmiffion  that  private  pro- 
perty fhould  not  be  affected.  The  miniftry  in  later 
infiances  have  not  waited  for  an  exprefs  fubmiffion  but 
have  appointed  commiffioners  upon  application  from 
one  party  only. 

The  commiffioners  were  all  fuch  as  the  New-Hamp- 
fliire  agent  propofed,  five  councellors  from  each  of  the 
governments  of  New-York,  Rhode-Ifland  and  Nova- 
Scotia.  With  the  two  former  governments  the  Maffa- 
chufets  were  then  in  controverfy  about  lines.  The  latter 
it  was  faid  was  difaffe&ed  to  charter  government. 
Connecticut,  propofed  by  Maffachufets,  was  rejected  be- 
caufe  of  a  bias  from  their  trade,  religion,  &c.  whichNew 
Hampfiiire  was  afraid  of.  The  place  for  the  meeting 
of  commiffioners  was  Hampton  in  New-Hampfhire,  the 
iirfl  of  Auguft. 

The  commiffioners  from  Nova-Scotia,  with  fomeof 
Rhode-Ifland,  met  at  the  time  appointed  and  were  after- 
wards joined  by  Mn  Livingftone  from  New- York,  who 
prellded.  After  many  weeks  fpent  in  hearing  the  par- 
ties and  examining  their  evidence,  the  only  doubt  in  the 
commiffioners  minds  was,  whether  the  Maffachufets  new 
charter  comprehended  the  whole  of  the  old  colony. 
Not  being  able  to  fatisfy  themfelves,  and  perhaps 
not  being  unwilling  to  avoid  the  determination,  they 
agreed  to  make  a  fpecial  judgment  or  decree,  the 
fubftance  of  which  was,  that,  if  the  charter  of  William 
and  Mary  grants  to  the  Maffachufets- bay  all  the  lands 
granted  by  the  charter  of  Charles  the  firft,  they  then 
adjudge  a  curve  line  to  begin  three  miles  north  of  the 
mouth  of  the  river  and  to  keep  the  fame  di (lance  from 
the  river  as  far  as  the  crotch  or  parting  at  Pemigewaffet 
and  Winepefiaukee  and  then  to  run  weft  towards  the 
fouth  fea  until  it  meets  with  his  majefty's  other  govern- 
ments, 


MASSACHUSETS-BAY.        3S7 

ments;  but  if  the  charter  of  William  and  Mary  did  not  i?3?* 
contain  &c.  then  they  adjudge  a  weft  line  to  begin  at  the 
fame  place  three  miles  north  of  the  mouth  and  to  run  to 
the  fouth  fea.     This  point  in  doubt  they  fubmitted  to 
his  majefty's  royal  pleafure. 

The  MafTachufets  were  fure  of  their  caiife.  It  was 
impoffible,  they  thought,  confident  with  common  fenfe, 
that  the  point  in  doubt  fhould  be  determined  againft 
them.  They  thought  it  fafeft  however  to  fend  to  Eng- 
land a  fpecial  agent,  Edmund  Quincy,  Efq;  one  of  the 
council,  who  had  been  one  of  the  court's  agents  before 
the  commiffioners.  He  was  joined  With  Mr.Wilks,  and 
Mr.  Belcher  by  his  intefeft  prevailed  upon  the  affembly 
to  add  a  third,  his  wife's  brother,  Richard  Partridge, 
Exceptions,  called  an  appeal,  were  offered  to  the  judgment 
of  the  commiffioners.  Mr.  Quincy  died  of  the  fmall 
pox  by  inoculation,  foon  after  his  arrival  in  London* 
the  other  two  knew  little  dr  nothing  of  the  controverfy* 
The  coifftniffioners,-  however,  had  rendered  it  as  difficult 
to  determine  a  line  againft  the  MafTachufets  as  if  they 
had  given  a  general  judgment  in  their  favor.  The 
New-Mampfhire  agent  and  follicitor  thought  of  no  ex- 
pedient. In  their  brief,  they  pray  the  lords  committee 
to  report  •  that  all  the  lands  lying  to  the  northward  of 
Merrimack  river  which  were  granted  by  the  charter  of 
king  Charles  the  firft  to  the  late  colony  of  the  Mafia- 
chufets-bay  are  riot  granted  to  the  prefent  province  of 
the  Maffachufets-bay  by  the  charter  of  king  William  and 
queen  Mary."  This  never  could  have  been  done.  Ac 
the  hearing,  it  was  thought  proper  to  lay  afide  all  regard 
to  the  judgment  of  the  commiffioners  and  to  proceed 
upon  an  intirely  new  plan.  No  doubt  was  made,  that 
the  old  colony  was  all  included  in  the  new  province* 
The  queftion  Was,  what  were  the  northern  bounds  of 
the  colony  of  MafTachufets-bay,  which  the  council  of 
Plimouth  when  they  fold  the  territory  to  the  patentees, 
and  the  king  when  he  granted  the  jurifdi&ion,  had  iti 
contemplation.    This,  it  was  faid,  muft  be  a  liae  three 
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1737.  miles  north  of  a  river  not  fully  explored,  but  whbfe  ge< 
fleral  courfe  was  fuppofed  to  be  eafl  and  weft.  So  far 
therefore  as  it  afterwards  appeared  that  the  river  kept 
this  courfe,  fo  far  it  was  equitable  the  line  (hould  con- 
tinue, but,  as  on  the  one  hand,  if  the  river  had  altsred 
its  courfe  and  turned  to  the  fouth,  it  would  have  been 
inequitable  to  have  reduced  the  grant  to  a  very  final! 
tfacl,  fo  on  the  other  hand,  when  it  appeared  to  turn 
to  the  north  it  was  inequitable  to  extend  the  grant  and 
make  a  very  larger  territoiy  and  therefore  defeat  other 
grants  made  about  the  fame  time.*  It  was  therefore 
determined  that  the  northern  boundaries  of  Maflachufets 
bay  fliould  be  a  line  three  miles  from  the  river  as  far 
as  Pantucket-falls,  then  to  run  W.  10  deg.  N.  until  it 
meets  New- York  line. 

The  Malfachufers  thought  themfelves  aggrieved. 
They  fubmitted  the  controverfy  to  commiffioners  to 
be  appointed  by  the  crown,  and  Had  been  fully  heard. 
The  whole  proceedings  of  the  commiffioners  were  (tt 
afide  and,  without  any  notice  to  the  government,  the 
controverfy  was  determined  by  a  committee  of  council 
upon  a  new  point  on  which  their  agent  had  never  been 
inftrueled.  And,  however  there  might  be  the  appear- 
ance of  equity  in  the  principle  upon  which  their  lord- 
fnips  proceeded,  yet  the  Mrrflachufets  fuppofed,  if  their 
pofleftion  for  one  hundred  years,  together  with  the  de- 
termination of  the  king  in  council  in  1677  and  the  ac- 
quiefcenee  of  all  parties  in  this  determination  for  about 
fifty  years  had  been  urged  and  duly  weighed,  the  ba- 
lance upon  the  fole  principle  of  equity  would  have  been 
in  their  favor.  It  increafed  their  mortification  »o  find 
rhat  they  had  loft   by   this  new  line  feveral   hundred 

thoufand 

*  The  grant  to  Sir  Henry  Rofwell  and  others  was  March  iodi 
1627.  That  to  Mafon  was  November  7th  1629,  and  was  to 
extend  60  miles  from  the  fea.  But  the  river  Merrimack  turn- 
ing to  the  north  iifter  about  30  miles  from  the  fea  ir'  the  Maf- 
fachufets  bounds  had  continued  three  miles  ditlant  from  the 
river  to  tie  crotch  it  would  comprehend  more  than  half  cf 
Ma&n's  grant. 
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rhoufand  acres  more  than  the  utmoft  claim  ever  made  by  1737. 
New-Hampfhire ;  for  Merrimack  river  from  the  month 
to  Pantucket-falls  tending  to  the  -fouth,  ic  made  a  difte-- 
rence  of  4  or  5  miles  in  breadth,  the  whole  length  of 
the  line,  between  a  line  to  run  weft  from  Pantucket 
falls  and  a  line  weft  from  the  black   rocks. 

The  difpme  about  the  bounds  of  the  province  of 
Main,  which  lies  on  the  other  fide  New-Hampfhire,  was 
upon  the  con  ft  ruction  of  the  word  North  we  ft  ward. 
The  MafTachufets  urged  that  it  was  the  evident  defign 
of  the  grantors  of  the  province  of  Main  to  defcribe  a 
territory  about  120  miles  fquare.  At  that  day  this  was 
probably  the  reputed  diftance  from  Newichawannock  or 
Pifcataqua  river  to  Kennebeck,  along  the  fea  coaft,  the 
general  courfe  of  which  was  northeaft  and  fou'hweft, 
after  going  up  the  two  rivers  to  the  heads  the  lines 
were  to  run  northweftward  until  120  miles  were  fmiuV 
ed  and  then  a  line  back  parallel  to  the  line  upon  the 
fea.  The  agents  for  New-Hampihire,  at  rhe  court  of 
commiflioners,  infifted  that  every  body  underftood  north- 
weftward to  be  north  a  little,  perhaps  lefs  than  a  quarter 
of  a  point,  weft.  It  not  being  pofTibie  to  think  of  any 
reafon  for  a  fine  to  run  upon  this  courfe,  the  MafTachu- 
fets could  fcarce  fuppofe  the  New-Hampfhire  agents  to.  ' 
be  ferious,  and  imagined  the  commiflioners  would  need 
no  other  reply  than  that  every  body  underftood  a  line 
running  weftward  to  be  a  line  from  eaft  to  weft  and 
by  the  fame  rule  of  conftruction  they  fuppofed  north- 
weftward to  be  from  fouth  eaft  to  northweft  ;  that 
northeaftward  being  explained  in  the  fame  grant  to  be 
as  the  coaft  lay,  proved  in  fact  to  be  from  fouth  weft  to 
northeaft.  They  were,  however,  furprized  with  the 
determination  of  the  commiflioners  that  northweftward 
intended  north  two  degrees  weft.  Why  not  one  degree 
or  three  degrees  as  well  as  two  ?  From  this  part  of  the 
judgment  the  MafTachufets  appealed.  The  agents  in 
England  obtained  the  celebrated  Doctor  Hal  ley's  opi- 
nion, in  veiling  under  his  hand)  that  in, the  language  sr$d 
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1737-  understanding  of  Mathematicians  a  line  to  run  north- 
weftward  is  a  line  to  run  northweft,  but  this  opinion 
did  not  prevail  and  the  judgment  of  the  commiflioners 
upon  this  point  was  confirmed  by  his  majefty  in  council- 
It  behoved  Mr.  Belcher,  the  governor  of  both  pro* 
vinces,  to  carry  an  even  hand.  It  happened  that  the 
general  court  of  the  Maffachufets,  whilfl  it  fat  at  Salis- 
bury on  the  occafion  of  this  controverfy,  made  him  a 
graijt  of  £.800  currency,  in  confideration  of  the  defi- 
ciency of  their  former  grants,  for  his  falary  and  his  ex- 
traordinary expence  and  trouble  in  attending  the  court- 
at  a  diftanpe  from  his  houfe  and  family.  Sooq  after  this 
grant,  he  adjourned  the  general  courts  of  both  provinces, 
in  order  to  their  determining  whether  to  abide  by  the 
refult  of  the  commiflioners  or  to  appeal  from  it,  but  the 
court  of  New-Hampftiire  was  adjourned  to  a  day  or  two 
after  the  Maffachufets  court,  and  it  was  faid  they  were 
prevented  entring  the  appeal  within  the  tinie  limited, 
lie  did  not  care  that  either  affembly  fhould  do  any  bu- 
finefs  when  he  was  abfent,  and  therefore  intended  fir  ft 
to  finifh  the  Maffachufets  bufinefs  and  immediately  after 
proceed  to  New- Hampshire. 

This  afforded  matter  of  complaint  from  that  province, 
which  Mr.  Belcher  was  called  upon  to  anfwer,  and  it 
was  determined  the  complaint  was  well  founded,  and  it 
being  urged  that  the  £800  was  intended  as  a  bribe  to 
influence  him  to  this  meafure,  the  Maffachufets  thought 
their  own  honor  concerned  and  joined  with  him  in 
his  defence,  which  perhaps  increafed  the  fufpicion  of 
guilt  and  haftened  his  removal.  That  I  may  finifh 
what  relates  to  the  controverfy  between  the  two  pro- 
vinces, I  mufl  take  notice  of  the  conduft  of  the  Maffa- 
chufets upon  the  receiving  his  majefty's  order  in  council. 
The  lines,  by  the  order,  were  to  be  run  by  two  furveyors, 
one  on  the  part  of  each  province,  but  if  either  province 
refufed,  the  other  was  to  proceed  ex  parte.  New- 
Hampfhire  whofe  highefl:  expectations  were  exceeded 
proposed  Co  join  but  were  fefufed  by  the  Maffachufets, 
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and  thereupon  appointed  furYeyors  tQ  run  the  lines  of  1737 
the  Maflachufets  and  province  of  Main  ex  parte.  Both 
lines  were  complained  of  as  being  run  favorably  for  New 
Hampftiire  ;  that  of  the  province  of  Main  is  a  fubje&of 
new  controverfy  it  having  been  fuggefted  that  the  fur- 
veyor  miftook  the  main  branch  of  the  river  Newiche-i 
wanock,  which  if  he  had  purfued  would  have  made  5 
or  6  miles  in  breadth  to  the  advantage  of  Maffachufets. 
This  refufal  to  join  proceeded  from  the  feeble  irrefolute 
ftate  of  the  minds  of  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives. 
Unwilling  by  any  a<S  of  their  own  to  exprefs  their  fub- 
million  to  what  they  called  an  unequal  decree,  they  ran 
the  rifque  of  its  being  carried  into  execution  ftill  more 
unequally,  and  yet  fucceeding  houfes,  by  a  fubfequent 
long  continued  pafTive  fubmiffion,  as  effectually  fubjec"ted 
the  province  as  if  it  had  been  explicitly  acknowledged 
at  firft.* 

After  the  controverfy  about  the  governor's 
falary  and  the  fupply  of  the  treafury  was  finifhed,  there 
feerned  to  be  a  general  difpofition  to  reft,  and  we  hear 
little  of  a  party  in  oppofition  to  the  governor  for  fe- 
veral  years  together.  Whilft  the  controverfy  with 
New-Hampfhire  was  depending  ail  of  every  party  en- 
gaged in  defence  of  the  right  of  the  province.  Befides, 
Mr.  Cooke,  who  had  heen  many  years  at  the  head  of 
the  popular  party,  was  worn  out  with  fervice  and  having 
been  fome  time  in  a  declining  {late,  died  in  the  fall  of 
1737,  and  the  town  of  Bofton,  were  fo  far  from  au 
apprehenfion  of  danger  to  their  liberties  that  they  chofe 
in  his  (lead  Mr,  Wheelwright,  the  commiffary  general, 
who  depended  upon  the  governor  every  year  for  his 

C  c  4  approbation 

#  I  may  not  omit  mentioning  the  death  of  Thomas  Hutchinfon, 
Efq;  December  3d  1 7  39, who  had  been  of  the  council  except  two. 
years  from  17 14.  I  wi(h  that  many  of  his  poRerity  may  fo 
juftly  deferve  the  character  of  true  friends  to  their  country. 
Regardlefs  of  the  frowns  of  a  governor  or  the  threats  of  the 
people  he  fpoke  and  voted  according  to  his  judgment,  attaching 
himfelf  to  no  party  any  further  than  he  found  their  meafures 
ft&ded  to  promote  the  public  inureft. 
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1739-  approbation  after  being  elected  by  the  council  and  houfe, 
and  in  1738  three  of  the  reprefentarives  of  the  towrj 
Jvad  t|ie  character  of  friends  to  government,  but  towards 
the  end  of  the  year  a  great  clamour  arofe  agajnit.  the 
governor  for  adhering  to  his  instruction  about  paper 
money  and,  againft  the  three  reprefentarives  for  their 
pernicious  principles  upon  the  fubjecf.  of  paper  money, 
and  at  the  town  election  for  1739  three  others  werp 
chofen  in  their  Head,  twof  of  them  profeilediy  difaffected 
to  the  governor  and  promoters  of  popular  meafures,  the 
third,];  although  of  great  integrity,  and  for  that  rea- 
son defirous  of  a  fixed  currency,  yet  in  his  judgment 
againft  reducing  the  paper  money  and  a  favorer  q£ 
ichemes  for  preventing  its  depreciation.  Many  country 
towns  followed  the  example  of  Bofton  and  it  appeared 
that  a  majority  of  the  houfe  were  of  the  fame  principles 
with  the  town  members.  After  Mr.  Belcher's  arrival, 
the  houfe,  as  we  have  cbkfvcd,  had  pafTed  a  vote  for 
depofiting  500  £.  flerling  in  the  bank  of  England  to  b,e 
ufed  as  they  or  their  fucceflbrs  fne>ujJ  think  proper. 
This  was  concurred  in  council  and  confemed  to  by  the 
governor.  This  money  it  was  faid  cculd  not  be  better 
applied  than  in  fpiljciting  a  relaxation  of  the  governor's 
inftruction  concerning  paper  money,  and  Mr.  Kilby  one 
of  the  Bofton  representatives  was  chofen  agent  for  the 
houfe  and  a  petition  was  by  him  preferred  from  the  houfe 
ft>  his  majefly-in  council  but  it  had  no  eilecV 

A  general  dread  of  drawing  in  all  the  paper  money 
without  a  fubitituuon  of  any  other  inflrument  of  trade 
in  the  place  of  it,  difpofed  a  great  part  of  the  province 
to  favor  what  was  called  the  land  £>auk  or  manufactory 
jTcheme,  which  was  began  or  rather  revived  in  this  year 
I7^9,,anc]  produced  iuch  great  and  lading  mife-hiefs  rhat 
a  particular  relation  of  the  rife,  progress  and  overthrow 
of  it  may  be  of  ule  to  difconr-age  and  prevent  any  at- 
tempts of  the  like  nature  in  future  ages.  By  a  ft  range 
<pnd*icl  lit  the  general  court  they  had  been  ifiuirig  pills 
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$f  credit  for  8  or  10  years  annually  for  charges  of  go-  1739. 
vernmenr,  and  being  willing  to  eafe  each  prefent  year 
they  had  put  off  the  redemption  of  the  bilis  as  far  as 
they  could,  but  the  governor  being  reftrained  by  his 
inftruclion  from  going  beyond  the  year  1741*  that  year 
was  unreafonably  loaded  with  30  or  40  thoufand  pounds 
fterling  taxes,  which  according  to  the  general  opinion  of 
;he  people  it  was  impoilible  to  levy, not  only  on  account 
of  the  large  font, but  becaufeall  the  bills  in  the  province 
were  butjuft  fufficient  to  pay  it,  and  there  was  very  little 
filver  or  gold,  which  by  an  act  of  government  was  al- 
lowed to  be  paid  for  taxes  as  equivalent  to  the  bills.  A 
fcheme  was  laid  before  the  general  court  by  the  author 
of  this  hiftory,then  one  of  the  reprefentativesof  Bofton, 
in  which  it  was  prapofed  to  borrow  inEngland  upon  inte- 
reft  and  to  import  into  the  province  a  fum  in  filver  equal 
to  all  the  bills  then  extant,  and  therewith  to  redeem 
them  from  paffelfors  and  furnifh  a  currency  for  the 
inhabitants,  and  to  repay  the  filver  at  diftant  periods 
which  would  rentier  the  burden  of  taxes  tolerable  by  an 
equal  divilion  qn  a  number  of  future  years,  and  would 
prevent  the  diflrefs  of  trade  by  the  lofs  of  the  only  in- 
ilrument,  the  bills  of  credit, without  another  provided  in 
its  place.  But  this  propofal  was  rejected.  One  great 
frailty  of  human  .nature,  an  inability  or  indifpofition  to 
compare  a  diftanr,  though  certain  inconvenience  or  dif- 
rrefs  with  a  prefent  convenience  or  delight  is  (hid  by 
ibme  ftrangers,  who  come  among  us  from  Europe,  to 
be  prevalent  in  Americans  fo  as  to  make  it  one  of  their 
diftinguifliing  chara&eriilicks.  Be  that  as  it  may,  it  is  cer- 
tain that  at  this  time  a  great  number  of  private  perfons 
alledging  that  the  preceding  general  court  having  fuller- 
ed the  province  to  be  brought  into  diflrefs  from  which  it 
was  not  in  the  power  of  their  fucceiTors  to  afford  relief, 
the  royal  inftru&ion  being  a  bar  to  any  future  emiftions  of 
bills  until  all  that  were  then  extant  ihould  be  redeemed, 
refolved  to  interpofe.  Royal  in  ft  ructions  were  no  bar 
p.  the  proceedings   of  private  ^tifvus.    The  project 
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i*4°«  of  a  bank  in  the  year  17 14  was  revived.  The  projector 
of  that  bank  now  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  7  or  800 
perfons,fome  few  of  rank  and  good  eftate,  but  generally 
of  low  condition  among  the  plebeians  and  of  fmall  eftate, 
and  many  of  them  perhaps  infolvenr.  This  notable  com- 
pany were  to  give  credit  to  £.  150,000  lawful  money. 
to  be  iffued  in  bills,  each  perfon  being  to  mortgage  a 
real  eftate  in  proportion  to  the  fums  he  fubferibed  and 
took  out,  or  to  give  bond  with  two  fureties,  but  perfona! 
fecurity  was  not  to  be  taken  for  more  than  1 00  £.  from 
any  one  perfon.  Ten  directors  and  a  treafurer  were  to 
be  chofen  by  the  company*  Every  fubferiber  or  partner 
was  to  pay  3  per  cent,  iatereft  for  the  fum  taken  out, 
and  5  per  cent,  of  the  principal,  and  he  that  did  not 
pay  bills  might  pay  the  produce  and  manufacture  of 
the  province  at  fuch  rates  as  the  directors  from  time 
to  time  ftiould  fet,  and  they  fhpuld  commonly  pafs  in 
lawful  money.  The  pretence  was  that,  by  thus  fur^ 
nifhing  a  medium  and  inflrument  of  trade,  not  only  the 
inhabitants  in  general  would  be  better  able  to  procure 
the  province  bills  of  credit  for  their  taxes,  but  trade, 
foreign  and  inland,  would  revive  and  fiourifh.  The  fate 
of  the  project  was  thonght  to  depend  upon  the  opinion 
which  the  general  court  mould  form  of  it.  It  was  ne- 
cefiary  therefore  to  have  a  houfe  of  reprefentatiyes  well 
difpofed.  Befides  the  800  perfons  fubferibers,  the  needy 
part  of  the  province  in  general  favored  the  fcheme.  One 
of  their  votes  will  go  as  far  in  popular  elections  as  one 
of  the  mod  opulent.  The  former  are  mod  numerous 
and  it  appeared  that  by  far  the  majority  of  the  repre- 
fentatives  for  1 740  were  fubferibers  to  or  favorers  of 
the  fcheme,  and  they  have  ever  fmce  been  diltinguifhecj 
by  the  name  of  the  land  bank  houfe. 

Men  of  eftates  and  the  principal  merchants  in  the 
province  abhorred  the  project  and  rcfufed  to  receive  the 
bills,  but  great  numbers  of  fhopkeepers  who  had  lived 
for  a  long  time  before  upon  the  fraud  of  a  depreciating 

Qurrency^ 


MASSACHUSETS-BAY.         39i 

currency,  and  many  fmall  traders  gave  credit  to  the  bills.  1740- 
The  directors,  it  was  faid,  by  a  vote  of  the  company,  be^ 
came  traders  and  iffuedjuft  what  bills  they  thought  pro- 
per without  any  fund  or  fecurity  for  their  ever  being 
redeemed.     They  purchafed  every  fort  of  commodity, 
ever  fo  much  a  drug,  for  the  fake  of  pufliing  off  their 
bills  and  by  one  means  or  other  a  large  fum,  perhaps 
fifty  or  fixty  thoufand  pounds,  was  abroad.     To  leffen 
the  temptation  to  receive  the  bills,  a  company  of  mer-        , 
chants  agreed  to  iffue  their  notes,  or  bills  redeemable 
by  filver  and  gold  at  diftant  periods,  much  like  the 
icheme  in   1733,  and  attended  with  no  better  effect. 
The  governor  exerted  himfelf  to  blaft  this  fraudulent 
undertaking,  the  land  bank.     Not  only  fuch  civil  and 
military  officers  as  were  directors  or  partners,  but  all 
who  received  and  paid  any  pf  the  bills  were  difplaced. 
The  governor  negatived  the  perfpn  chofen  fpeaker  of 
the  houfe,  being  a  director  of  the  bank,   and  afterwards 
negatived  1 3  of  the  new  elected  councilors  who  were 
directors  or  partners  in  or  reputed  favorers  of  the  fcheme. 
But  all  was  infufficient  to  fupprefs  it.     Perhaps  the  major 
part,  in  number,  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  province  open- 
ly or  fecretly  were  well  wifhers  to  it.     One  of  the  direc- 
tors afterwards  acknowledged  to  me  that  altho'  he  entered 
into  the  company  with  a  view  to  the  public  intereft  yet 
when  he  found  what  power  and  influence  they  had  in  all 
public  concerns,  he  was  convinced  it  was  more  than  be- 
longed to  them,  more  than  they  could  make  a  good  ufe 
of  and  therefore  unwarrantable.     Many  of  the  mofl  fen- 
fible  difcrete  perfons  in  the  province  faw  a  general  con- 
fufion  at  hand.     The  authority  of  parliament  to  controul 
all  public  and  private  perfons  and  proceedings  in  the 
colonies  was,  in  that  day,  questioned  by  no  body.    Appli- 
cation was  therefore  made  to   parliament  for  an  act  to 
fupprefs  the  company,  which  notwithstanding  the  oppo- 
fition  made  by  their  agent  was  very  eafily  obtained,  and 
therein    it   was    declared   that    the   act    of    the    6th 
pf    King   George  the  firft,    chapter   the   eighteenth, 
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C740.  did,  does  and  (hall  extend  to  the  colonies  and  plantations 
in  America.  It  was  faid  the  act  of  George  the  firrt,  when 
it  paired,  had  no  relation  to  America,  but  another  act  20 
years  after  gave  it  a  force  even  from  the  pafling  it  which 
it  never  could  have  had  without.  This  was  faicl  to  be  an 
inflance  of  the  tranfcendent  power  of  parliament.  Al- 
though the  company  was  diffblved,  yet  the  act  of  parlia- 
ment gave  the  poffefFors  of  the  bills  a  right  of  'action 
againfi  every  partner  or  director  for  the  fums  exprefTed 
with  intereft.  The  company  were  in  amaze.  At  a 
genera!  meeting  fome,  it  was  faid,  were  for  running  all 
hazards  although  the  act  fubjected  them  to  a  praemunire, 
but  the  directors  had  more  prudence  and  ndvifcd  them 
to  declare  that  they  confidered  themfelves  difTolved  and 
met  only  to  confult  upon  fome  method  of  redeeming 
their  bills  from  the  po&ffors,  which  every  man  engaged, 
to  endeavor  in  proportion  to  his  mtcrefl:,  and  to  pay  in  to 
the  directors  or  fome  of  them  to  burn  or  de'droy.  Had 
the  company  iiTned  their  bills  at  the  vakie  exprefTed  in 
the  face  of  them,  they  would  have  had  no  reafon  to  com- 
plain of  being  obliged  to  redeem  them  at  the  fame  rate, 
but  as  this  was  not  the  cafe  in  general,  and  many  of  the 
pofTefibrs  of  the  bills  had  acquired  them  for  half  their 
value,  as  exprefTed,  equity  could  not  be  done,  and  fo  far 
as  refpected  the  company  perhaps  the  parliament  was  not 
very  anxious,  the  lofs  they  fuftaiued'  being  h\n  a  ju(£ 
penalty  for  their  unwarrantable  undertaking  if  it  had 
been  properly  applied.  Had  not  the  parliament  inrer- 
pofed,  the  province  would  have  been  in  the  utmoft  con- 
fufion  and  the  authority  of  government  intirely  in  the 
land  bank  company. 

Whilst  Mr.  Belcher,  by  his  vigorous  oppofrtion  to 
the  land  bank,  was  rendering  himfelf  obnoxious  to  one 
half  the  people  of  the  province,  meafurcs  were  puriuing 
in  England  for  his  removal  from  the  government.  Be- 
fidcs  the  attempts  which  we  have  mentioned  from  New 
Hampfhire  which  hid  never  been  laid  afide,  there  had 
•always  been  a  di&flsfldd  party  iuMailacbufets  who  had 
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been  ufing  what  interefl  they  had  in  England  againft  1740* 
him.  Lord  Wilmington  prefident  of  the  council,  the 
fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  commons  and  Sir  Charles  Wager, 
firil  Lord  of  the  admiralty,  all  had  a  favorable  opinion 
of  Mr.  Belcher,  fo  had  Mr.  Holden  who  was  at  the 
head  of  the  diffenters  in  England*  and  all  upon  one  oc- 
cafion  or  another  had  appeared  for  him. 

The  moft  unfair  and  indirect  meafures  were  ufed 
with  each  of  thefe  perfons  to  render  Mr.  Belcher  ob- 
noxious and  odious  to  them.  The  firft  inflance  was 
feveral  years  before  this  time.  A  letter  was  fenc  to 
Sir  Charles  Wager  in  the  name  of  five  perfons  whofe 
hands  were  counterfeited,  with  an  infmuation  that  Mr. 
Belcher  encouraged  the  deftruftion  of  the  pine  trees 
referved  for  mails  for  the  navy  and  fuffered  them  to  be 
cut  into  logs  for  boards.  Forgeries  of  this  fort  ftrike 
us  with  more  horror  than  falfe  infmiiations  in  converfa- 
tion,  and  perhaps  are  equally  mifchievous  in  their  effects. 
The  latter  may  appear  the  lefs  criminal  becaufe  abun- 
dantly  more  common. 

An  anonymous  letter  was  fent  to  Mr.  Kolden,  but 
the  contents  of  it  declared  that  it  was  the  letter  of  many 
of  the  principal  minifters  of  New-England  who  were 
afraid  to  publifh  their  names  led  Mr.  Belcher  fhould 
ruin  them.  The  charge  againfl  him  was  a  fecret  un- 
dermining  the  congregational  interefl  in  concert  with 
Commiffary  Price  and  Doclor  Cutler,  whilfl  at  the  fame 
time  he  pretended  to  Mr.  Holden  and  the  other  dif- 
fentersin  England  to  have  it  much  at  heart.  To  remove 
fufpicion  of  fraud  the  letter  was  fuperfcribed  in  writing 
either  in  imitation  of  Doctor  Colman's  hand,  a  corres- 
pondent of  Mr.  Holden,  or  which  is  more  probable  a 
cover  of  one  of  his  genuine  letters  had  been  taken 
ok  by  a  perfon,  of  not  an  unblemifhed  character,  to  whofe 
care  it  was  committed,  and  made  ufe  of  to  inclofe  the 
fpurious  one.  Truth  and  right  are  more  Frequently,  in  a 
high  degree,  violated  in  political  contefts  and  animofities- 
than  upon  any  other  occaiion.     It  was  well  known  that 
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*74°  nothing  would  more  readily  induce  a  perfon  of  fo  great 
virtue  as  the  fpeaker  to  give  up  Mr.  Belcher  than  aa 
in  fiance  of  corruption  and  bribery.  The  Nesv-Hamp- 
{hire  agents  therefore  furnifhed  him  with  the  votes  of 
the  Maffachufets  affembly  containing  the  grant  of  / .800 
and  evidence  of  the  adjournment  of  New-Hampfhire 
affembly,  alledged  to  be  done  in  confequence,  nor  was  he 
undeceived  until  it  was  too  late. 

Mr.  Wilks,  the  Maffachufets  agent,  who  was  in  great 
efleem  with  Lord  Wilmington,  and  was  really  a  perfon 
of  a  fair  upright  mind,  had  prevented  any  impf  effions  to 
Mr.  Belcher's  prejudice,  but  it  unluckily  happened  that 
the  land  bank  company    employed  Richard  Partridge, 
brother   by  marriage   to  Mr.  Belcher,'  as  their  agent. 
He  had  been  many  years  agent  for  his  brother,  which 
facl:  was  well  known  to  his  lordftiip,  but,  from  an  ex- 
pectation of  obtaining  the  fole  agency  of  the  province 
by  the  interefl  of  the  prevailing  party  there,   engaged 
zealoufly  in  oppofing  the  petitioners  to  the  houfe  of 
commons,  and  gave  out  bills  at  the  door  of  the  houfe. 
It  was  faid  that  all  Mr.  Belcher's  oppofition   to  the 
fcheme,  in  the  province,  was  meer  pretence ;  had  he  been 
in  earned,   his  agent  in  England  would  never  venture 
to  appear  in  fupport  of  it,  and  this  was  improved  with 
Lord  Wilmington  to  induce  him  to  give  up  Mr.  Belcher 
and  it  fucceeded.     Still  the  removal  was  delayed  one 
week  after  another,  two  gentlemen  from  the  Maffachu- 
fets  continually  folliciting.     At  length,  it  being  known 
that  Lord  Eufton's  election  for  Coventry  was  dubious, 
one  of  thefe  gentlemen  undertook  to  the  Duke  of 
Grafton  to  fecure  the  election,  provided  Mr.  Belcher 
might  immediately  be  removed,  and,  to  accomplifh  his 
defign,  he  reprefented  to  Mr.  Maltby,  a  large  dealer  in 
Coventry  fluffs  and  a  zealous  diffenter,  that  Mr.  Belcher 
was,  with  the  epifcopal  clergy,  confpiring  the  ruin  of  the 
congregational  interefl  in  New- England,  and  unlefs  he 
was  immediately  removed  it  would  be  irrecoverably  louv 
that  the  Duke  of  Grafton  had  promifed,  if  Lord  Eufton's 
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eleclion  could  be  fecured,  it  fliould  be  done,  that  letters  i74<*- 
to  his  friends  in  Coventry  would  infallibly  fecure  it, 
that  he  could  not  better  employ  his  intereft  than  in  the 
caufeofGod  and  of  religion.  Maltby  fwallowed  the 
bait,  ufed  all  his  intereft  for  lord  Eufton,  the  two  gen- 
tlemen fpent  three  weeks  at  Coventry,  and  having  fuc- 
ceeded,  agreable  to  the  Duke's  promife  Mr.  Belcher  was 
removed  a  day  or  two  after  their  returns  This  account 
I  received  from  Mr,  Maltby  himfelf,  who  lamented  that 
he  had  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  fo  eafily  impofed  on. 

A  few  weeks  longer  delay  would  have  baffled  all  the 
fchemes.  The  news  arrived  of  his  negativing  1 3  coun- 
fellors  and  difplacing  a  great  number  of  officers  concerned 
in  the  land  bank,  and  his  zeal  and  fortitude  were  highly 
applauded  when  it  was  too  late.  Being  in  London  at 
this  time,  1  had  opportunity  of  fully  informing  myfelf 
of  thefe  facts.  Certainly,  in  public  employments  no  man 
ought  to  be  condemned  from  the  reports  or  accufations 
of  a  party  without  a  fufficient  opportunity  given  him  to 
exculpate  himfelf,  a  plantation  governor  efpecially,  who, 
be  he  without  guile,  or  a  confummate  politician,  will 
infallibly  hate  a  greater  or  lefier  number  difaffe&ed 
to  him. 

Mr.  Shirley,  fucceffor  to  Mr.  Belcher,  was  a  gen- 
tleman of  SmTex,  bred  in  the  law  and  had  been  in  office 
in  the  city,  but  having  profpeel  of  a  numerous  offspring, 
was  advifed  to  remove  to  Bofton  in  the  Maffachufets, 
where  he  had  rcCidcd  fix  or  eight  years  and  acquired  a 
general  efteem,  and  if  there  muft  be  a  change  it  was  faid 
to  be  as  acceptable  to  have  it  in  his  favor  as  any  perfou 
whofoever.  His  lady  was  then  in  London  and  had  ob- 
tained the  promife  of  the  collector's  place  for  the  port  of 
Bofton  and  would  have  preferred  it  to  the  government, 
but  a  ftrong  intereft  being  made  for  Mr.  Frankland* 
fince  Sir  Henry  Frankland,  there  was  no  way  of  provid- 
ing for  both,  except  by  giving  the  government  to  Mr* 
Shirley. 
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*?4°*  The  news  came  to  Boflon  the  firft  week  in  Juij, 
Mr.  Shirley  was  at  Providence  in  Rhode  Ifland  govern- 
ment,  council  for  the  Malta chufets  before  a  court  of 
commiffioners  appointed  to  fettle  the  line  between  the 
two  governments.  As  I  was  not  then  in  America  and 
the  records  of  that  line  are  burnt,  I  cannot  give  fo  par- 
ticular  an  account  of  the  proceedings  of  thofe  commiffi- 
oners  as  orher.vife  I  fhould  have  done.  It  is  certain, 
that  for  divers  years  pail  the  Only  part  in  corttroverfy 
between  the  two  governments  was  a  fmall  gore  of  land 
between  Attieborough  in  MafTachufetts  and  the  old 
townfhip  of  Providence.  A  great  part  of  the  MafTa- 
chufets  affeiribiy  wifhed  it  might  be  ceded  to  P.hode- 
Ifland,  but  a  few  tenacious  men,  who  do  not  always  re- 
gard confequences,  influenced  a  majority  againfl  it. 
Befides  a  fettlement  made  by  commiffioners  in  1664  or 
65,  another  fettlement  had  bctn  made  or  the  old  one 
confirmed  in  1708,  but  Rhode-Ifland,  encouraged  by  the 
ill  fuccefs  of  the  Maffachufets  in  the  controverfy  with 
New-Hampfhire,  applied  to  his  majefty  to  appoint  com- 
miffioners to  fettle  the  line  between  the  two  governments. 
The  confent  or  fubmiffion  61  the  MaiTachufetsf  to  fuch 
appointment  was  not  thought  necelTary  and,  if  they 
would  not  appear,  the  commiffioners  were  to  proceed 
ex  parte.  The  Maflachufets  afTembly  thought  proper  to 
appear  by  their  committee,  having  no  apprehenfions  the 
controverfy  would  turn,  in  the  judgment  of  the  commif- 
Honers,  upon  a  point  never  before  relied  upon",  viz.  that 
the  colony  of  New-Plimouth  having  no  charter  from  the' 
crown,  Rhode-Iiland  charter  mud  be  the  fole  rule  of 
determining  the  boundary,al though  the  patent  from  the 
council  of  Piimouth  to  Bradford  and  affoefcres  was 
prior  to  it.  The  colony  of  New-Plimoath  was  a  go- 
vernment de  faclo  and  confidered  by  King  Gharles  as 
fuch  in  his  letters  and  orders  to  them  before  and  after 
the  grant  of  Rhode-Ifland  charter  and,  when  the  incor- 
poration was  made  of  New-Plimouth  with  Maflachufets, 

&c.  the  natural  and  legal  conftru&ion  of  the  province 
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charter  feems  to  be  that  it  fhould  have  relation  to  the  *74i» 
time  when  the  feveral  governments  incorporated  re- 
fpe&ively,  in  fa£k,  became  governments*  A  gentleman  ' 
of  the  council  of  Mew- York  had  great  influence  at  the 
board  of  commiflioners.  The  argument  which  had 
been  made  ufe  of  in  former  controverfies,  that  Maffa* 
chufets  was  too  extenfive  and  the  other  governments 
they  were  contending  with,  of  which  New* York  was 
one,  were  too  contracted,  was  now  revived.  To  the 
furprize  of  MaiTachufets,  a  line  was  determined  which 
not  only  took  from  them  the  gore  formerly  in  difpute, 
but  the  towns  of  Briilol,  Tiverton  and  Little-Compton, 
and  great  part  of  Swanzey  and  Barrington.*  An  ap* 
peal  was  claimed  and  allowed  to  his  majefly  in  council, 
where,  after  lying  four  or  five  years,  the  decree  of  the  - 
court  of  commiflioners  was  confirmed.  In  the  profecu- 
tion  and  defence  of  this  title,  it  has  been  faid,  that  fome 
material  evidence  was  never  produced  which  would 
have  fupported  the  MaiTachufets  claim* 

Mr.  Shirley  found  the  affairs  of  the  province  in  z 
perplexed  ftate.  The  treafury  was  (hut  and  could  not 
be  opened  without  fome  deviation  from  the  royal  in- 
Aru&ions,  the  bills  of  credit  wrere  reduced  and  nothing 
fubfiituted  as  a  currency  in  their  (lead,  the  land  bank 
party  carried  every  point  in  the  houfe,  there  feerned  to 
be  a  neceftity  of  fecuring  them,  the  great  art  was  to 
bring  them  over  to  his  meafures  and  yet  not  give  in  to 
their  meafures  fo  as  to  lofe  his  intereft  with  the  reft  of 
the  province  and  with  the  miniftry  in  England.  Some 
of  the  principal  of  them,  who  knew  their  own  impor- 
tance, were  willing  to  have  fome  aflurance  of  favor  from 
him,  at  the  fame  time  they  engaged  to  do  every  thing 
to  ferve  him.  The  firfl  ftep,  on  their  part,  was  the 
advancement  of  the  governor's  falary  to  the  full  value 

Vol.  II.  D  d  of 

*  All  this  country  was  conquered  by  Maflachufets  and  Plimouth 
from  Philip  and,  to  prevent  difpute,  was  esprefly  granted  t& 
Piimuuch  by  Charles  the  l'econd, 
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of  one  thoufand  pounds  fterling  per  annum.  This  had 
been  raoft  unjuftifiably  evaded  all  the  latter  part  of  Mr. 
Belcher's  adminiilration,  by  granting  a  fum  in  bills  of 
credit  without  a  due  regard  to  their  depreciation.  Mr. 
Kilby,  who  had  been  Tery  active  for  Mr.  Shirley's  in- 
terest, and  againft  Mr.  Belcher,  in  England,  was  chofen 
agent  for  the  province  in  England,  and  Mr.  Wilks,  who 
had  been  agent  the  whole  of  the  lad  adminiilration,  was 
laid  afide,  Mr.  Auchmuiy,  who  had  been  one  of  the 
land  bank  directors,  was  joined  with  Mr.  Kilby  in  the 
affair  of  the  Rhode-  liland  line.  A  grant  of  about  £  2  00 
fieri,  was  made  to  John  Sharpe,  Efq;  for  his  account  of 
charge  in  defending  Mr.  Belcher  againft  New  Hamp- 
shire's complaint  tot  he  king  id  council.  This  had  been 
repeatedly  refufed  in  Mr.  Belcher's  time,  which  gave 
great  offence  to  Mr.  Sharpe.  It  was  thought  extraor- 
dinary that  Mr.. Shirley  fhonld  make  it  a  point  with  the 
land  bankers  that  this  debt  for  his  predeceffor  fhould  be 
paid,  but  to  take  Mr.  Sharpe  off  from  Mr.  Belcher  and 
engage  him  for  Mr.  Shirley,-  the  friends  and  fcllicitors 
for  the  latter  in  England  had  engaged  that  if  he  was 
appointed  governor  Mr.  Sharpe's  account  fhould  be  paid. 
But  the  grand  affair  to  fettle  was  that  of  the  bills  of 
credit.  The  inftruction  was  exprefs  not  to  confent  to' 
any  acl:  which  fhould  continue  the  bills  beyond  the  time 
fixed  for  their  being  brought  h>.  If  this  was  complied 
with,  a  tax  muff  have  been  made  for  the  whole  fum  ex- 
tant in  that  year  1741.  This  it  was  fa  id  would  be  a 
fcurden  that  the  people  would  never  bear.  Mr.  Shirley 
was  fenfible  that  the  intent  of  his  inftruclion  was  the 
prevention  of  a  depreciating  currency.  No  matter  how 
large  a  fum  in  bills  was  current  if  their  value  could  be 
fecured.  If  the  fpirit  of  the  inftruclion  could  be  pre- 
ferved,  an  exact  conformity  to  the  letter  would  not  be 
required.  Every  fcheme  for  fixing  the  value  of  the  bills 
had  failed.  A  new  project  was  reported  by  a  committee 
of  the  houfe  and  accepted  and  afterwards  concurred  by 
tkf  council  and  confeoted  to  by  the  governor.     This- 

was- 
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was  a  fcheme  to  eflablifh  an  ideal  meafure  in  all  trade 
and  dealings,  let  the  instrument  be  what  it  would.  The 
act  which  palled  the  court  declared  that  all  contracts 
fhould  be  uiiderPcood  payable  in  filver  at  6f.Sd.  the 
ounce  or  gold  in  proportion.  Bills  of  a  new  form  were 
iffued,  20 f.  of  which  exprefTed  iri  the  face  of  the  bill 
three  ounces  of  filver  arid  they  were  to  be  received  ac- 
cordingly in  all  public  arid  private  payments,  with  this 
faving  that,  if  they  mould  depreciate  iri  their  value,  aii 
addition  ftiould  be  made  to  all  debts  as  much  as  the  de- 
preciation from  the  time  of  contract  to  the  time  of  pay- 
ment. How  to  afcertain  the  depreciation  from  time  td 
time  was  the  great  difficulty  in  framing  the  aft.  To 
leave  it  to  a  Common  jury  would  never  do.  There  was 
iorrie  doubt  whether  a  houfe  of  representatives  would  be 
wholly  nnbiafied.  At  length  it  was  agreed  that  the 
eldefl  counfellor  iri  each  county  fhould  meet  once  a  year 
and  afcertain  the  depreciation,  This  is  faid  to  have 
been  the  fcheme  of  Col.  Stoddard  of  Northampton,  £ 
gentleman  of  good  fenfe  and  great  virtue,  who  probably 
law  the  defects,  but  hoped  to  fabflitute  a  leffer  evil  iri 
the  place  of  a  greater. 

This  at  befl  mud  have  been  a  very  partial  cure.  Tc 
did  not  prevent  the  lofs  frbm  the  depreciation  of  the  bills 
in  thefe  perfons  hand 3  through  which  they  Were  conti- 
nually paffirig.  All  debts,  which  were  contracted  anct 
paid  between  the  periods  when  the  value  of  the  bills 
were  fixed  annitaiiy,  could  not  be  affected  by  fuch  fixings 
md  unlefs  in  debts  of  long  (landing,  which  the  debtor 
could  nor  pay  without  an  action  at  jaw,  demand  Was  not 
ordinarily  made  for  depreciation,  and  what  rendered  ic 
of  little  eflecl  in  all  other  cafes,  the  counfellors appointed 
to  eftirtrate  the  depreciation  never  had  firm'nefs  enough 
in  any  inftance  to  make  the  fall  allowance,  but  when 
filver  and  exchange  had  rofe  20  percent,  or  more,  ant 
addition  was  made  of  4  or  5  only.  The  popular  cry 
Xvas  again  fl  it,  and  one  year  when  Nathaniel  Hubbard, 
£fc£  the  eldefl  councillor  for  the  county  of  Briftol.  z 

P  d  %  gendered 
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;  gentleman  of  amiable  character  and  who  filled  the  feve- 
ral  ports  he  fiiftained  with  applaufe,  endeavored  to  ap- 
proach nearer  to  a  jufl  allowance  than  had  been  made  in 
former  years,  he  felt  the  refentment  of  the  houfe  who 
left  him  out  of  the  council  the  next  election.  In  fhort 
the  act  neither  prevented  the  depreciation  of  the  bills  nor 
afforded  relief  in  cafe  of  it,  and  was  of  no  other  fervice 
than  to  ferve  as  a  warning,  when  an  acl:  paffed  for  the 
eflablifhing  a  fixed  currency  a  few  years  after,  to  leave 
nothing  to  be  done  by  any  perfon  or  bodies  of  men,  or 
even  future  legiilatures  to  give  the  act  itsdefigned  effect, 
but  in  the  act  itfelf  to  make  full  provifion  for  its  execution 
in  every  parr. 

Even  this  act  which,  with  its  fair  appearance,  jufti- 
fled  Mr.  Shirley  in  departing  from  his  inflruction,  and 
afforded  a  fupply  of  the  treafury  for  the  payment  of 
debts  and  future  fupport  of  government  could  not  have 
been  obtained  if  he  had  not  prevailed  Avith  the  land 
bank  party,  contrary  to  the  inclinations  of  many  of  them, 
to  join  in  promoting  it. 

He  made  them  return,  by  confenting  to  any  new 
elections  that  were  made  of  any  of  them  into  the  council, 
by  reftoring  now  and  then  one  and  another  to  the  pofts 
they  had  been  deprived  of,  which,  though  it  was  done  by 
degrees,  caufed  many  who  condemned  the  land  bank  and 
all  who  were  concerned  in  it,  to  be  very  free  in  their 
cenfures  upon  him. 

But  the  great  favor  they  expected  was  relief  from 
the  feverity  of  the  act  of  parliament.  This  was  to  be 
touched  with  great  tendernefs  and  delicacy.  Every  per- 
fon concerned  was  liable  to  the  demands  of  the  poffeffors 
of  the  bills.  If  large  demands  fhould  be  made  upon  any 
particular  perfons  it  feemed  but  jufl  that  the  reft  ihould 
contribute  their  proportion ;  but  no  demand  was  given 
by  the  act  to  one  partner  againft  another  in  fuch  cafe. 
A  bill  was  therefore  prepared  with  a  profefTed  defign  to 
carry  the  act  of  parliament  equitably  into  execution. 
Three  commiflioners  were  appointed  by  the  bill  with 

power 


MASSACHUSETS-BAY.        40J 

power  to  tax  all  who  had  been  concerned  in  the  fcheme  1741, 
in  proportion  to  their  intereft  in  it,  and  with  the  monies 
thus  raifed  to  redeem  the  companies  bills  from  the  pof- 
feifors,and  after  the  redemprion  of  the  bills  to  make  an 
equitable  adjuftment  between  the  members  and  the  com- 
pany. Great  care  was  taken  to  avoid  all  oppofition  to 
the  act  of  parliament ;  Mr.  Shirley  however  did  not  think 
proper  to  fign  the  bill  until  he  had  fent  a  copy  of  it  to 
England  and  received  directions  concerning  it.  After  it 
had  pelTed  both  houfes,  to  oblige  the  principal  land  bankers, 
he  continued  the  fefiion  of  the  court  by  long  repeated 
adjournments  many  months,  and  before  the  expiration  of 
the  year  gave  his  confent  to  the  bill.  Having  thus  fecured 
a  confiderable  party  in  the  government  without  lofing 
thofe  who  had  been  in  oppofition  to  them,  he  rendered 
his  adminiftration  eafy,  and  generally  obtained  from  the 
alTembly  fuch  matters  as  he  recommended  to  them. 

From  the  Spanifh  war  in  1740,  a  Freneh  war 
was  expected  every  year  to  follow.  Caftle  William, 
the  key  of  the  province,  was  not  only  effectually 
repaired  but  a  new  battery  of  twenty  4 2 -pounders, 
which  takes  the  name  of  Shirley  battery,  was  added  to 
the  works,  with  a  larger  magazine  than  any  before,  and 
a  large  fupply  of  powder,  all  at  the  expence  of  the  pro- 
vince. The  cannon,  mortars,  (hot  and  other  (lores  were 
the  bounty  of  the  crown.  The  forts  upon  the  fron- 
tiers were  alfo  put  into  good  order,  and  upon  a  repre- 
fentation  from  Mr.  Mafcarene,  commander  in  chief  at 
Annapolis  in  Nova- Scotia  of  the  defencelefs  (late  of  that 
prevince  and  the  danger  they  were  in  from  the  enemy, 
Mr.  Shirley,  in  1744,  prevailed  upon  the  Maflachufets 
affembly  to  vote  pay,  &c.  for  200  men  which  were  feQt 
there  and  who  were  the  probable  means  of  faving  that 
country  from  falling  into  the  enemy's  hands. 

But  the  great  event  in  this  adminiftration  was  the 
fiege  and  reduction  of  Louiiburgh.  Canfo  had  been 
furprized  and  taken  by  900  men  under  Duvivier  from 
J-ouifburgh,*  before  the  war  with  France  was  known  at 

D  d  3  liofton, 

*  May  13.  1744, 
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?744-  Bofton.f  With  another  party,  Duvivier  made  an  attempt 
the  fame  fummer  upon  Annapolis,  but  was  difappoimed. 
Many  of  our  yeflels  had  been  taken  by  the  French  men 
of  war  and  privateers  and  carried  into  Louifhurgh. 
The fiftiermen  had  no  intention  to  go  upon  their  voyages 
the  next  fummer,  and  every  branch  of  trade,  it  was 
iuppofed,  mud  be  carried  on  by  yeflels  under  convoy. 
It  was  the  general  voice,  in  the  fall  of  the  year,  that 
Louifhurgh  mud  be  taken,  but  no  body  fitppofed  thac 
the  united  force  of  the  colonies  could  take  it ;  applica- 
tion muft  be  made  to  his  majefty  for  fea  and  land  forces 
fufficient  for  the  purpofe.  As  winter  approached,  it 
began  to  be  fuggefted  that  k  was  not  improbable  the 
place  might  be  furprized  or  taken  by  a  coup  du  main* 
the  inhabitants  and  garrifon  hteffig  (hut  up  within  the 
Vails.  Some  of 'the  garrifon  of  Canfo,  who  had  been 
prifoners  and  who  profeiTed  to  be  well  acquainted  with 
the  fortifications  and  garrifon  at  Louifhurgh  favored  this 
opinion  and  declared  that  in  winter  the  mow  often  lay  in 
drifts  or  banks  agaft&ft  a  particular  part  of  the  wall,where 
there  were  no  embrasures  nor  any  cannon  mounted, 
that  the  crufl:  would  bear  a  man's  weight  and,  in  that 
part  at  leaft,  the  walls  might  be  fcaled  and  perhaps  by 
the  help  of  ladders  it  would  not  be  difficult  in  other 
parts,  that  the  grand  battery,  intended  for  defence  in 
cafe  of  an  attack  by  fea,  would  not  be  capable  of  long 
refilling  if  attacked  by  land.'  Mr.  Vaughan,}  who  had 
|>een  a  trader  at  Louifhurgh,  was  very  ianguine  alio  that 
the  place  might  be  taken  by  furpri?e,  and  it  was  gene- 
rally agreed  that  if  they  fcould  be  miftaken  yet  it  would 
not  be  poflible  for  the  enemy,  who  were  leant  of  pro- 
yifions,  to  (land  a  fiege  until  the  time  the  fupplies  ufu- 
ally  arrived  to  them  from  France  ;  and,  to  prevent  any 
chance  veffels  from  enuring,  a  fulHcient  naval  force  might 

be. 

*  June  id  war  proclaimed  at  Bofton. 

^  Mr.  Vanghan  was  collet}  the  projector  of  the  expedition.  It 
is  probable  he  laid  before  the  governor  a  propofal  for  it  and  it 
is  certain  he  took  gre*t  pai&4  tt>  induct  the  people  to  i&£& 
U»cral»'V  tf  it.  t 
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be  provided  to  cruize  before  the  harbour.     Whilft  this  1744. 
was  the  converfation  abroad,  Mr.  Shirley  was  diligently 
enquiring  of  thofe  perfons  who  had  been  traders  and  of 
others  who  had  been  prifoners  there,  into  the  condition 
pf  the  place,  the  ufual  time  for  the  arrival  of  fupplies 
from  Europe,  the  practicability  of  cruizing  off  the  har- 
bour, fee.     He  had  before  wrote  to  the  miniftry  and 
reprefented  the  neceffity  of  a  naval  force  early  in  the 
fpring  for  the  prefervation  of  Annapolis.     If  this  fhould 
arrive,  he  might  be  able  to  prevail  with  the  commander 
to  cover  our  forces  with  ir.     Commodore  Warren  was 
with  feveral  fhips  at  the  Leeward  Iflands.     It  was  pofli- 
ble,  when  he  was  acquainted  with  the  expedition,  he 
would  come  with  or  fend  part  of  his  force  to  ftrengther* 
it.     Thefe  were  the  only  chances  for  a  naval  ftrength 
fufficient  to  cope  with  a  fingle  capital  French  (hip  that 
might  be  bound   to  Louifburgh  in   the  fpring.     The 
miniftry,  indeed,  would  by  exprefs  be  immediately  ac- 
quainted with  the  expedition,  if  engaged  in,  but  Europe 
was  at  too  great  diftance  to  expect  timely  aid  from 
thence.     The  plan  of  the  expedition  was,  a  land  force. 
of  4000  men  in  fmall  tranfports  to  proceed  to  Canfo,  and 
the  firft  favorable  opportunity  to  land. at  Chapeaurouge 
bay,  with  cannon,  mortars,  ammunition  and  warlike  ftores, 
and  all  other  neceflaries  for  carrying  on  a  fiege  and,  to 
prevent  a  fupply  of  provifion  and   ilores  to  the  enemy* 
feveral  veffels  were  to  cruize  oiF  the  harbour  of  Louif- 
bourg,  aflbon  as  the  feafon   of  the  year  would   permit. 
An  eftimate  was  made  of  all  the  naval  force  which  could 
t>e  procured  in  this  and   the  neighbouring  colonies,  the 
larged  veiTel  not  exceeding  20  guns.     With   this  land 
and  fea  force,  it  was  faid  there  was  a  good  chance  for  fuc- 
cefs,  and  if  the  men   of  war  fhould  arrive,  which  these 
was  good  reafon  to,  hope  for,  there  was  all  imaginable 
grounds   to  depend  upon   the  reduction  of  the  place. 
The  general  court  being  fitting  the  beginning  of  January, 
the  governor  fent  a  raeffage  to  the  two  houfes  to   let 
theni  know  lie  had  fomething  to  communicate  to  them 
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1745*  of  very  great  importance,  but  of  fuch  a  nature  that  the 
publifhing  it,  before  they  fhould  come  to  any  refolution 
upon  it,  might  wholly  defeat  the  defign,  he  therefore 
defired  they  would  lay  themfclves  under  an  oath  of 
fecrecy  for  fuch  time  as  each  houfe  fhould  think  proper. 
This  they  did,  altho'  it  was  the  firft  iuflance  in  the 
houfe  of  reprefentatives,  without  any  fcruple,  and  then 
he  communicated  to  them  his  propofed  plan  of  the  ex- 
pedition. Many  of  the  members  who  had  heard  little 
or  nothing  of  the  converfation  upon  the  fubjecl,  were 
(truck  with  amazement  at  the  propofal.  The  under- 
taking they  thought  to  be  vaflly  too  great,  if  there  was 
a  rational  profpecl  of  fuccefs.  However,  in  deference 
to  the  recommendation  of  the  governor,  a  committee  of 
the  two  houfeswere  appointed  to  confider  the  propofal. 
Here,  the  propofal  was  for  feveral  days  deliberated  and 
weighed.  Louifburgh,  if  left  in  the  hands  of  the  French, 
would  infallibly  prove  the  Dunkirk  of  New- England  ; 
their  trade  had  always  been  inconfiderable,  their  Miery 
was  upon  the  decline,  and  for  feveral  years  pad  they  had 
bought  fifh  of  the  Englifh  at  Canfo  cheaper  than  they 
could  catch  and  cure  it  themfelves,  both  trade  and  fifhery 
they  might  well  lay  afide,  and  by  privateering  enrich 
themfelves  with  the  fpoils  of  New-England  ;  and  to  ail 
thefe  dangers  was  added  that  of  lofing  Nova  Scotia, 
which  would  caufe  an  increafe  of  fix  or  eight  thoufand 
enemies  in  an  inllant.  The  garrifon  of  Louifb'-irg  was 
difaffeeled,  provifions  were  fcant,  the  works  mouldering 
and  decayed,  the  governor  an  old  man  unskilled  in  the 
art  of  war  ;  this  therefore  was  the  only  time  for  fuccefs, 
another  year  the  place  would  be  impregnable.  We  had 
nothing  to  fear  from  the  forces  at  Louifburgh,  before 
additional  flrength  could  arrive  from  France  they  would 
be  forced  to  furrender.  We  had,  it  mull  be  owned,  no 
fhips  of  flrength  fufiicient  to  match  the  French  men  of 
war,  unlefs,  perhaps,  a  fmgle  (hip  fhould  fall  in  by  her- 
felf,  and  in  that  cafe  five  or  fix  of  ours  might  be  a  match 
for  her  j  but  there  was  no  probability  of  men  of  war  fo 

early 
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early  and  it  was  very  probable  Englifh  men  of  war  from  1745. 
Europe  or  the  Weft-Indies  would  arrive  before  them. 
There  was  always  uncertainty  in  war,  a  rifque  mull:  be 
run,  if  we  failed  we  fhould  be  able  to  grapple  with  the 
difappointment,  although  we  fhould  bear  the  whole  ex- 
pence,  but  if  we  fucceeded,  not  only  the  coafts  of  New- 
England  would  be  free  from  moleftation,  but  fo  glorious 
an  acquifition  would  be  of  the  greateft  importance  to 
Great-Britain  and  might:  give  peace  to  Europe,  and  we 
might  depend  upon  a  reimburfement  of  the  whole 
charge  we  had  been  at. 

On  the  other  hand  it  was  replied,  that  we  had  better 
fuffer  in  our  trade  than  by  fo  expenfive  a  meafure  de- 
prive ourfelves  of  all  means  of  carrying  on  any  future 
trade,  that  we  were  capable  of  annoying  them  in  their 
flfhery,  as  much  as  they  could  annoy  us  in  ours  and,  in  a 
fliort  time,  both  fides  would  be  willing  to  leave  the 
fifhery  unmolefted,  that  the  accounts  given  of  the  works 
and  the  garrifon  at  Louifburgh  could  not  be  depended 
upon,  and  it  was  not  credible  that  any  part  of  the  walls 
fhould  be  unguarded  and  expofed  to  furprize,  that  in- 
fhnces  of  difarTeclion  rifing  to  mutiny  were  rare  and  but 
few  inftances  were  to  be  met  with  in  hiflory  where 
fuch  expectation  has  not  failed.  The  garrifon  at  Louif- 
burgh  confifted  of  regular  experienced  troops  who, 
though  unequal  in  number,  would  be  more  than  a  match 
in  open  field  for  all  the  raw  unexperienced  militia  which 
could  be  fent  from  New-England,  that  twenty  cruizers 
at  that  feafon  of  the  year  would  not  prevent  fupplies 
going  into  the  harbour,  it  being  impoffible  to  keep  anj 
Nation  for  any  length  of  time,  and  the  weather  being 
frequently  fo  thick,  that  a  veffel  was  not  to  bedifcovered 
at  a  quarter  of  a  mile's  diftance,  that  there  was  no  room 
to  expect  any  men  of  war  for  the  cover  of  our  troops; 
that  if  only  one  60  gun  (hip  fhould  arrive  from  France, 
or  the  French  iflands,  (he  would  be  more  than  a  match 
for  all  the  armed  veflels  we  could  provide,  our  tranf» 
ports  at  Chapeaurouge  bay  would  be  everyone  deftroyed, 
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$745.  and  the  army  upon  Cape-Breton  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the 
mercy  of  the  French,  that  we  mould  be  condemned  in 
England  for  engaging   in  fuch  an  affair  without  their 
direction  or  approbation,  and  we  fhould  be  no  where 
pitied,  our  misfortunes  proceeding  from  our  own   rafh 
and  wild  meafures.     To  thefe  arguments  were  added  the 
uncertainty  of  raifmg  a  fufHcient  number  of  men,  or  of 
being  able   to  procure  provifions,  warlike    ftores  and 
tranfports,  difcouragement  from  the  feafon  of  the  year 
when,  frequently,  for  many  days  together  no  bufinefs 
could   be   done   out   of   doors.     Money  indeed  could 
be  furnifhed,  or  bills  of  credit  in  lieu  of  it,  but  the  in- 
fallible confequence  would  be  the  finking   the  value  of 
the  whole  currency,  to  what  degree  no  man  could  deter- 
mine but,  probably,  in  proportion  to  the  funi  ifllied,  and 
finally,  if  we  mould  fucceed,  a  general   national  benefit 
would  be  the  confequence,  in  which  we  fliould  be   but 
fmall  fharers  and  far  fliorc  of  the  vafr.  expence  of  trea-j 
fure  and  perhaps  of  lives  in  obtaining  it,  and  if  we  failed, 
fuch  a  (hock  would  be  given  to  the  province  that  half  a 
century  would  not  recover  us  to  cur  prefent  (late.  After 
mature  deliberation,  a  majority  of  the  committee  difap- 
proved  the  propofal  and  their  report  was  accepted  and, 
for  a  few  days,  all  thoughts  of  the  expedition  with  the 
members  of  the  court  were  laid  afide.    In  the  mean  time, 
the  governor,  who  wi.fh.ed  his  propofal  had  been  agreed 
'to,  but  did  not  think  it  proper  to  prefs  it  any  further 
■  by  meflage  or  by  privately  urging  the  members,  either 
*  directed  or  encouraged  the  carrying  about  a  petition 
which  was  figned  by  many  of  the  merchants  in  the  town 
?of  BoPton,  bur  principally  by  thofe  of  Salem  and  Mar- 
'  blehcad,  directed  to  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  or  to. 
'  rhe  two  houfes,  praying,  for  reafons  let   forth,  among 
■:hers  the  faving  the  filhery  from  ruin,  they  would  re- 
tnuoer  their  vote  and  agree  to  the  governor's  propofal 
of  an  expedition  againft  Louifburgb.     A  fecond  com* 
jnifrep  appointed  upon  this  petition,  reported  in  favor 
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$?  it*  and,  the  26th  of  January,  their  report  came  i74S« 
before  the  houfe,  who  /pent  the  day  in  debating  it  and, 
at  night,  a  vote  was  carried  in  favor  of  it  by  a  majority 
of  one  voice  only.  Never  was  any  affair  deliberated 
upon  with  greater  calmuefs  and  moderation,  the  governor 
indeed  laid  the  affair  before  the  court,  but  left  the 
members  free  to  aft  their  judgment  without  any  follici- 
ration,  and  there  appeared  no  other  diyifion  than  what 
was  caufed  by  a  real  difference  in  opinion  upon  the  true 
intereft  of  the  province. 

Th  e  point  once  fettled,  there  was  immediately  a 
union  of  both  parties  in  the  neceffary  meafures  for  carry- 
ing the  defign  into  execution,  thofe  who  had  oppofed  it 
before  being  employed  upon  committees  and  exerting 
themfelves  with  zeal  equal  to  that  of  the  principal  pro- 
moters. An  embargo  was  laid  upon  every  harbour  in 
the  province  and  meffengers  were  immediately  difpatched 
to  the  feveral  governments,  as  far  as  Pennfylvania,  to 
in  treat  an  embargo  on  rheir  ports  and  that  they  would 
join  in  the  expedition.  All  excufed  themfelves  from 
any  (hare  in  the  adventure,  except  Connecticut,  who 
agreed  to  raife  500  men,  New-Hampfhire  300,  and. 
Rhode-Ifland  300.  Connecticut  and  Rhode-lfland  alfo 
confented  their  colony  floops  fhould  be  employed  as 
cruizers,  A  fmall  privateer  fhip,  about  200  tons,  and  a 
fnow  of  lefs  burden,  belonging  to  Newport,  were  hired 
there  by  the  .Maffachufets,  a  new  fnow  Capt.  Roufe,  a 
fhip  Capt.  Snelling,  were  taken  into,  the  fervice  atBofton, 
which,  with  a  fnow  Capr.  Smethurft,  and  a  brig,  Capt. 
Fletcher,  three  {loops,  Capts.  Sanders,  Donahew  and 
Bofch,  and  a  fhip  of  20  guns,  purchafed  on  the  flocks, 
Capt.  Tyng  the  commodore,  made  the  whole  naval  force. 

From  the  day  the  vote  paffed  until  the  place  was 
reduced, a  feries  of  favorable  incidents  contributed  to  our 
fuccefs,     They  will  be  obvious  enough  in  the  courfe  of 

the 

f  It  was  accompanied  with  a  mefTage  From  the  governor  recom- 
mending it  and  deTTnng  they  would  hear  the  perfotis  iron, 
v.-Iio;ii  lie  h^d  recced  Jiis  intelligence, 
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j 745.  the  narrative  and  will  not  require  being  fpecially  re- 
marked. The  time  for  preparing  was  fhort.  The 
winter  proved  fo  favorable  that  all  forts  of  out-docr 
bufinefs  was  carried  on  as  well  and  with  as  great  dif- 
patch  as  at  any  other  feafon  of  the  year.  In  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  general  officer  one  qualification  was  con- 
sidered as  effential,  that  he  fhould  be  acceptable  to  the 
body  of  the  people,  the  inliftment  depended  upon  this 
circumftance.  It  was  not  eafy  to  find  a  perfon,  thus 
qualified,  willing  to  accept  the  truft.  Col.  PeppereH, 
having  the  offer  from  the  governor,  was  rather  preffed 
into  the  fervice  than  voluntarily  engaged.  Befides  a 
very  great  landed  intereft,  he  was  largely  concerned  in 
mercantile  affairs,  which  mud  neceffarily  fuffer  by  his 
abfence,  and  this  being  generally  known  had  no  fmall 
influence,  from  the  example,  with  inferior  officers  and 
even  private  foldiers,  to  quit  their  leffer  affairs,  for  a 
feafon,  for  the  fervice  of  their  country.  Many  of  the 
private  foldiers  were  freeholders  and  many  more  fons  of 
wealthy  farmers,  who  could  have  no  other  views  in 
confenting  to  the  inlidment  of  their  children  than  the 
public  intereft. 

Mr.  Shirley  had  fet  his  heart  fo  much  upon  the 
expedition  that  many  points  were  conceded  by  him 
which  he  would  not  have  given  up  at  any  other  time, 
and  the  people  of  the  province  fubmitted  to  compulfory 
meafures  from  the  government  which,  at  another  time, 
would  have  been  grievous  and  not  very  patiently  borne. 
Such  officers  were  nominated  by  the  governor  as  the 
people  propofed  or  called  for,  becaufe  they  were  molt 
hkely  to  inlifl  men.  Inftead  of  a  cemmiffary  general* 
an  officer  appointed  by  the  governor,  a  committee  of 
war  was  chofen  by  the  two  houfes  out  of  their  own 
members.  Nothing  further  was  heard  of  the  royal 
inflruclion  againft  bills  of  credit.  Such  fums  as  the  fer- 
vice called  for  and  to  be  redeemed  at  fuch  periods  as  the 
houfe  thought  proper  were  confented  to  by  the  gover- 
nor.    It  foon  appeared  that  thefe  fums  would  vaitly 

exceed 
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exceed  what  had  been  computed,and  many  declared  that  1745. 
had  a  right  eflimate  been  made  they  fhould  never  have 
voted  for  the  expedition,  but  it  was  now  too  late  to  go 
back.  It  was  found  alfo,  that  tranfports  and  veffels  of 
war  could  not  be  engaged  unlefs  the  government  would 
become  infurers,  which  although  it  occafioned  no  addi- 
tional expence  at  firft  yet,  in  cafe  of  ill  fuccefs,  wotild 
greatly  increafe  the  public  debt  and  diftrefs.  The 
committee  of  war  were  likewife  convinced  that  a  fuffi- 
ciency  of  provifions,  cloathing  and  warlike  (lores  could 
not  be  procured  within  the  province*  Whofoever  was 
poffeffed  of  any  of  thefe  articles,  by  an  acl  or  order  of 
government  his  property  was  fubjecled  to  the  committee, 
who  fet  fuch  price  as  they  judged  equitable,  and  upon 
refufal  to  deliver,  entred  warehoufes,  cellars,  &c.  by  a 
warrant  for  that  purpofe  to  the  fheriff,  and  took  pollef- 
fion.  In  the  courfe  of  the  preparation  many  veiFefs 
unexpectedly  arrived  with  more  or  lefs  of  each  of  thefe 
articles  and  after  all,  the  army  was  poorly  enough  pro- 
vided. Ten  cannon,  1 8  pounders,  were  obtained  upon 
loan,  not  without  difficulty,  from  New-York,  otherwife 
Mr.  Shirley  himfelf  feemed  to  doubt  whether  we  could, 
proceed.  Some  dependance  was  placed  upon  cannon 
from  the  grand  battery  but  this  was  too  manifeft  a  dif- 
pofal  of  the  flciri  before  the  bear  was  caught.  By  force 
of  a  general  exertion  in  all  orders  of  men,  the  armament 
was  ready  and  the  general,  on  board  the  Shirley  fnow, 
Captain  Roufe,  with  the  tranfports  under  her  convoy, 
failed  from  Nantaiket  the  24th  of  March  and  arrived 
at  Canfo  the  4th  of  April.  The  Maflachufets  land 
forces  confuted  of  3250  men,  exclufive  of  commiflion 
officers.  The  New-Hampfhire  forces,  304,  including 
officers,  arrived  four  days  before.  Connecticut,  being 
516,  inclufive,  did  not  arrive  until  the  25th.  The 
deputy  governor  of  the  colony,  Roger  Wolcot,  Efq;  had 
the  command  and  was  the  fecond  officer  in  the  army. 
Rhode-lfland  waited  until  a  better  judgment  could  be 
made  of  the  event,  their  300  not  arriving  until  after  the 

place 
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E lace  had  furreridered.  The  23d  of  March,  an  expre£ 
oat  fent  to  Coitimodore  Warren  in  the  Weft- Indies  re- 
turned to  Bofton.  As  this  was  a  provincial  expedirion, 
without  orders  from  EngUnd,  and  as  his  fmall  fcjuadron 
had  been  weakened  by  the  lofs  of  the  Weymouth,  Mr. 
tVarreh  excufed  himfelf  from  any  concern  in  the  affair; 
This  anfwer  miift  neceffarily  ftrike  a  damp  into  the  go- 
vernor as  well  as  the  general  and  brigadier  Waldo,  theri 
next  in  command,  who  were  the  only  perfons  in  the 
army  made  privy  to  it  before  the  fleet  failed.  Several 
of  the  cruizing  veffels  had  failed  the  middle  of  March, 
but  they  could  be  no  protection  to  the  army  againft  two 
capital  (hips  ;  if  they  intercepted  fmall  veffels  it  was  the 
moft  that  was  expected.  A  blockhoufe  with  eight  can- 
Don  was  built  at  Canfo.  Whether  fome  good  reafori 
Would  not  have  been  given  for  proceeding  no  further 
than  Canfo,  if  there  had  been  a  difappointment  in  the 
expected  junction  of  men  of  war  from  the  feveral  quar- 
ters to  which  norice  of  the  expedition  had  been  fent 
may  well  enough  be  made  a  qneflion.  Mr.  Shirley 
hoped,  if  the  reduction  of  Louifburgh  was  not  effected; 
«t  leaft  Canfo  would  be  regained,  Nova-Scotia  preferved, 
the  French  fifliery  broke  up  and  the  New»Eng!and  and 
Newfoundland  fifheries  reftored.  But  on  the  23d  of 
April,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  army,  arrived  at  Canfo  the 
Eltham  of  40  guns,  from  New-England,  by  order  from 
Mr.  Warren,  and  on  the  23d  the  commodore  himfelf,  in 
the  Superb  of  60  guns,  With  the  Launcefton  and  Mer- 
maid of  40  each,  arrived  aifo.  This  gave  great  fpirits 
to  all  who  had  the  fuccefs  of  the  expedition  at  heart,  for 
although  this  was  not  a  naval  force  to  enter  the  harbour 
or  annoy  the  forts,  yet  it  was  a  cover  to  the  army  and 
equal  to  any  expected  force  from  France.  It  feemi 
that,  in  two  cr  three  days  after  the  exprefs  failed  from 
the  Weft-Indies  for  Bofton,  the  Hind  ffoop  brought 
orders  to  Mr.  Warren  to  repair  to  Bofton,  with  what 
fhips  could  be  fpared,  and  to  concert  meafureswith  Mr. 
Shirley  fat  hh  Ma^fty's  general  fenice   in  North- 

America 
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America.     Upon  the  pafTage*  to  Bo  (Ion,  the  commodore  *745< 
received  intelligence  that  the  fleet  had  failed  for  Canfo, 
and  meeting  with  a  fchooner  at  feaf  he  fent  her  toBoflon, 
to  acquaint  Mr.  Shirley  that  he  would  proceed  to  Canfo 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  fent  orders   to  any  fhips  which 
might  be  in  thefe  feas  to  join  him.     The  Eltham  was 
actually  under  fail  with  the  mart:  fleet  when  an  exprefs 
fent  from  Boflon  with  the  commodore's  orders  arrived  at 
Portfmouth  in  New-Hampihire,  but  being  followed  and 
overtaken  by  a  boat,  the  captain  ordered  his  convoy  into 
port  again  arid  failed  for  Canfo.     After  a  (hort  confu- 
tation with  the  general,  the  men  of  war  failed  to  cruize 
before  Louifburgh.     The  cruizers,  before  this,  had  in- 
tercepted feveral  fmall  veiTels  bound  in  there  with  Weil 
India  goods  and  provifions  and  had  engaged  the  Renom~ 
mee.f  a  French  (hip  of  36  guns  fent  from  France  with 
difpfttches  and  who  kept  a  running  fight  with  our  veiTels 
for  fome  time*  being  able  with  eafe  to  omfarl  them,  and, 
after  two  or  three  attempts  to  enter  the  harbour,  went 
back  to  France,  to  give  an  account  of  what  ihe  had  met 
wirb.     She  fell  in  with  the  Connecticut  troops,  under 
convoy  of  their  own  and  the  Rhode-KIand  colony  floops, 
both  which  (he  had  ilrength  enough  to  have  carried,  but, 
after  fome  damage;  to  the  Rhode- Wand  floop,  ihe  went 
her  way.     The  forces  landed  at  Chapeau  rouge  bay  the 
30th  of  April.     The  tranfports   were  difcovered,  early 
rn   the  morning,  from  the  town,   whkh  was  the  firfj 
knowledge  of  any  defign  againft  them.     The  cruizers 
'jeen  feen  every  fair  day  before  the  harbour,   but 
:fe   Were  fnppofed   to  be  privateers  in  fearch  after 
their  trading  and  nfhing  VeiTels.     The  night  before,   it 
k  (aid,  there  was  a  grand  ball  at  the  fort  and  the  com- 
pany 

*  April  j2tTi. 

f  An  excellent  pilot,  vvTio  had  eiraped  for  fear  of  being  preiTed 
into  the  fervice  happened  to  be  on  board  this  fchooner.  The 
Commodore  took  him  out,  and  it  is  faid  would  not  have  ad- 
ventured without  hirp.  The  Vigilant  muft  then  have  got  ftno 
i/ouifijourg  and  perhaps  have  defeated  th$  whclsdefign. 

j  April  i£th. 
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*745«  pany  had  fcarce  been  afleep  when  they  were  called  up 
by  an  alarm.  Bouladrie,  a  French  officer,  was  fent  with 
150  men  to  oppofe  the  landing,  but  the  general  making 
a  feint  of  landing  at  one  place,  drew  the  detachment 
there,  and  this  opportunity  was  taken  for  landing  100 
men  at  another  place  without  oppofition,  although  they 
were  foon  after  attacked  by  the  detachment,  fix  of  which 
were  killed  on  the  fpot  and  about  as  many  more,  with 
Bouladrie  their  leader,  were  taken  prifoners,  the  red  fled 
to  the  town,  or  they  would  foon  have  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  our  men,  who  Were  landing  fall  one  upon  the 
back  of  another. 

The  next  morning  after  they  landed,  400  men 
marched  round  to  the  north-eaft  harbour,  behind  the 
hills,  fetting  fire  to  all  the  houfes  and  ftore-houfes,  un- 
til they  came  within  a  mile  of  the  grand  battery.  Some 
of  the  ftore-houfes  having  in  them  pitch,  tar,  and  other 
combuftible  fluff,  caufed  fuch  a  thick  fmoak,  that  the 
garrifon  were  unable  to  difcover  an  enemy,  though  but 
a  few  rods  diftant,  and,  expecting  the  body  of  the  army 
upon  them,  they  deferted  the  fort,  having  thrown  their 
powder  into  a  well,  but  leaving  the  cannon  and  mot  for 
the  fervice  of  the  Englifti.  A  fmall  party,  of  lefs  than 
20  Englifh,  firfl:  came  up  to  the  battery  and,  difcovering 
no  figns  of  men,  fufpecled  a  plot  and  wrere  afraid  to 
enter,  at  length,  it  is  faid,  a  Cape-Cod  Indian  went  in 
alone  and  discovered  the  ftate  of  it  to  the  reft  of  the 
party,  juft  as  fome  of  the  French  were  relanding  in 
order  to  regain  the  poffeffion  of  it. 

The  army  found  they  had  near  two  miles  to  tranf- 
port  their  cannon,  mortars,  mot,  &c.  through  a  morafs. 
This  mud  be  done  by  meer  dint  of  labour.  Such  of 
the  men  as  had  been  ufed  to  drawing  pine  trees  for 
mads  and  thofe  who  had  the  hardieit  and  ftrongeft 
bodies  were  employed  in  this  fervice.  Horfes  and  oxen 
would  have  been  buried  in  mud  and  were  of  no  ufe. 
Brigadier  Waldo  had  the  command  of  the  grand  battery. 
The  French  kept  firing  upon  the  battery  from  the  town 

as 
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as  well  as  from  the  ifland  battery,  but  to  little  purpofe,  i745« 
the  town  being  near  2000  yards  diftant  and  the  ifland 
about  1600.  A  conflant  fire  was  kept  from  the  grand 
battery  upon  the  town  with  the  42  pounders,  This 
greatly  damaged  the  houfes,  but  caufed  fo  great  an  ex- 
pence  of  powder  that  it  was  thought  advifeable  to  Hop 
and  referve  ir  for  the  fafcine  batteries.  Five  of  thefe 
were  erected,  the  lail  the  20th  of  May  called  TidcombV* 
battery  with  five  42  pounders  which  did  as  great  exe- 
cution as  any.  Our  men  knew  nothing  of  regular  ap-  - 
proaches,  they  took  the  advantage  of  the  night,  and 
when  they  heard  Mr.  Baftide's  propofals  for  zigzags  and 
epaulemenrs  they  made  merry  with  the  terms  and  wenc 
on,  void  of  art,  in  their  own  natural  way.  Capt.  Pierce, 
a  brave  officer,  (landing  at  one  of  thefe  batteries  had  his 
bowels  lhot  away  by  a  cannon  ball  and  lived  jufl  long 
enough  to  fay  its  hard  to  die. 

Whilst  our  people  were  thus  bufy  afhore,  the  men 
of  war  and  other  veffels  were  cruizing  off  the  harbour 
whenever  the  weather  would  permit  and,  the  18th  of 
May,  the  Vigilant,  a  French  man  of  war  of  64  guns,  ha- 
ving 560  men  on  board  and  (lores  of  all  forts  for  the 
garrifon,  was  met  with  by  the  Mermaid,  whom  (he  at-  • 
tacked,  but  Capt.  Douglafs  the  commander,  being  of 
unequal  force,  fuifered  himfelf  to  be  chafed  by  her  until 
he  drew  her  under  the  command  of  the  commodore  and 
the  other  (hips  cruizing  with  him,  to  whom  or,  as  fome 
fay,  to  the  Mermaid  (he  druck  becaufe  (he  had  firlt  met 
with  her.  This  capture  gave  great  joy  to  the  army, 
not  fo  much  for  the  addition  made  to  our  naval  force, 
as  for  the  difoppointment  to  the  enemy.  A  propofal  had 
been  made,  a  few  days  before,  that  the  men  of  war  mould 
anchor  in  Chapeaurouge  bay,  and  that  the  marines  and 
as  many  failors  as  could  be  fpared  fiiould  land   and  join 

Vol.  II.  E  e  the 

*  Major  Tidcomb's  readinefs   to  engage  in  the  mo  ft  hazardous 
r>;:rc  of  the  iervice  was  acknowleged  and  applauded.      He  fur- 
vived  the  liege,  was  colonel  of  a  regiment  when  general  John- 
(V>n  was  attacked  by  Uieikau  and  :Lsa  lollJais  iife  la  the  iervice  * 
of  Lis  csuatry, 
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*J45  the  army.  The  Vigilant  would  then  have  got  in  and 
we  fhould  have  given  over  the  fiege.  Affairs  were 
now  in  fuch  a  ftaie,  that  our  anxiety  at  Bofton  was  much 
leffened.  We  hoped  the  army  might  retreat  with  fafety, 
»  whenever  it  fhould  be  determined  to  give  over  the  fiege, 
for  Bouladrie,  who  belonged  to  the  town  of  Louifburgh, 
and  the  Marquis  de  la  Maifon  forte,  commander  of  the 
Vigilant,  who  was  well  acouainted  with  the  ftate  of  the 
place,  when  they  came  to  Bofton,  were  fangnine  that  it 
would  hold  out  longer  than  our  men  and,  foon  after,  we 
had  the  news  of  a  fruitlefs  and  perhaps  a  rafh  attempt 
upon  the  iftand  battery  by  400  men,  60  of  whom  were 
killed  and  116  taken  prifoners.  The  Csefar,  Snelling, 
one  of  the  (hips  in  the  provincial  fervice,  arrived  at  Bofton 
with  letters  from  the  general  and  an  application  for 
more  men  and  a  further  fupply  of  powder.  The  Ma(Ta* 
chufets  agreed  and  actually  did  raife  400  men  and  fent  all 
the  powder  that  could  be  purchafed,  and  Connecticut 
raifed  200  men,  but  there  were  neither  men  nor  pow- 
der arrived  when  the  fiege  was  rmifhed. 

The  Princefs  Mary  of  60 and  the  Hector  of  40  guns, 
unexpectedly,  had  arrived  at  Bofton  from  England  and 
were  immediately  fent  to  join  the  commodore,  purfuant 
to  his  general  orders,  and  arrived  before  Louifburgh  the 
2  2d  of  May.  This  increafe  of  naval  force  occauoncd 
conjectures,  fome  being  of  opinion  that,  rather  than  the 
fiege  (hould  be  raifed,  the  ihips  would  attempt  to  go  in,, 
but  it  was  generally  fuppofed  the  hazard  would  be  too- 
great.  It  was  commonly  reported  that  Gol.  More  of 
the  New-Hampfhire  regiment  offered  to  go  on  board  the 
Vigilant  with  his  whole  regiment  and  to  lead  the  van, 
5f,  in  cafe  of  fuccefs,  he  might  be  confirmed  in  the  com- 
mand of  the  (hip.  He  had  been  an  experienced  fea 
captain  and  had  a  very  good  character.  Ir  is  certain,. 
an  attempt  with  the  (hips  was  not  then  thought  advifea- 
ble.  A  new  battery,  about  this  time,  was  erected  upon* 
the  light-houfe  point,  which  being  well  attended  by  Lrr 
€0],  GridJey  of  the  artillery,  did  great  execution  upon 
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rhe  liland  Bartcry,  filenced  many  of  the  guns  and  it  was  1745* 
expected  it  would  not  be  long  tenable.  Soon  after,  viz. 
June  loth,  arrived  before  Louifburgh  the  Chefter,  a  5a 
gun  (hip,  in  confequence  of  the  difpatches  from  Mr, 
Shirley  with  an  account  of  the  expedition.  The  Can- 
terbury and  Sunderland,  two  60  gun  fhips,  failed  with 
her  and  arrived  the  1 2  th.  Here  was  now  a  fleet  of  1  r 
fliips*  and  it  is  faid  to  have  been  determined  the  mips 
fhould  make  an  attack  by  fea,  the  1 8th,  while  the  army 
did  the  fame  by  land.  It  is  not  certain  that  when  the 
day  fhould  come  fome  fufficient  reafon  would  not  have 
been  found  for  a  further  delay.  Thofe  who  give  the 
mod  favorable  accounts  of  the  (i&gc  fay  "  the  weft  gate 
was  entirely  beat  down,  the  wall  adjoining  very  much 
battered  and  a  breach  made,  ten  feet  from  the  bottom, 
the  circular  battery  of  \6  cannon  and  the  principal  one 
againft  mips  almoft  ruined,  thenortb-eaft  battery  of  17 
cannon  damaged  and  the  men  drcve  from  the  guns,  and 
the  weft  flank  of  the  king's  baftion  almoft  demoli(hed.'> 
Others  fay,  "  the  weft  g^te  was  defaced  and  the  adjoin- 
ing curtain  with  the  flank  of  the  king's  baftion  were 
much  hurt,  but  no  practicable  breach."  Whether  a 
general  ftorm  was  really  intended  upon  the  1 8th  or 
not,  it  feems,  the  French  expe&ed  it  from  the  prepa- 
rations on  board  the  men  of  war,  and  did  not  incline 
to  ftand  it,  and  on  the  1 5th  fent  a  flag  of  truce  to  the 
general  defiring  a  ceflation,  that  they  might  confider  of 
articles  to  be  propofed  for  a  capitulation.  Time  was 
allowed  for  this  purpofe  until  the  next  morning, 
when  ftich  articles  were  offered  as  were  rejected  by  the 
general  and  commodore  and  others  offered  to  the  enemy 
in  their  ftead,  which  they  accepted  of  and  hoftages  were 
exchanged  and,  the  next  day,  the  17th,  the  city  was 
delivered  up. 

Many  of  our  men  had  taken  colds    and  many  fallen 
into  dy  ferneries,  io  that  1500  were  taken  off  from  duty 

E  e  2  ac 

*  The  Superb,  Prl'ncefs  Mary,  Canterbury  and  Sunderland  of  5o* 
guns,  the  Chefter  of  50,  Launcefton,  Mermaid,  Hector,  Eltham' 
and  Lark  of  40,  rokt&e  French  prize  the  Vigilant;  of  64, 
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at  one  time,  but  the  weather  proving  remarkably  fine 
during  the  49  days  fiege  they  generally  recovered. 
The  day  after  the  furrender  the  rains  began  and  conti- 
nued ten  days  inceflantly,  which  mufr.  have  been  fatal  to 
many,  they  having  nothing  better  than  the  wet  ground 
to  lodge  on, and  their  tents,  in  general,  being  infufficient 
to  fecure  them  againft  a  fmgle  fhower,  f  but  in  the  city 
they  found  barracks  to  fhelter  them.  Cape.  Bennet,  in 
a  fchooner,  was  fent  immediately  to  Bolton  and  arrived 
with  the  great  news  the  gd  of  July,  about  one  in  the 
morning.  The  bells  of  the  town  were  ringing  by  break  of 
day  and  the  day  and  night  following  were  fpent  in  re- 
joicing. The  news  flew  through  the  continent.  The 
colonies  which  declined  any  ihare  in  the  expence  and 
hazard  were  fenfible  they  were  greatly  interefted  in  the 
fuccefs.  It  was  allowed  every  where  that  if  there  had 
been  no  fignal  proof  of  bravery  and  courage  in  time  of 
action,  there  having  been  only  one  fally  from  the  town 
and  a  few  fkirmifhes  with  French  and  Indians  from  the 
woods,  in  all  which  our  men  behaved  well,  yet  here  was 
the  ftrongeil  evidence  of  a  generous  noble  public  fpirit, 
which  firit  induced  to  the  undertaking,  and  of  fteadinefs 
and  firmnefs  of  mind  in  the  prolecution  of  it,  the  la- 
bour, fatigue  and  other  hardfhips  of  the  liege  being 
without  parallel  in  all  preceding  American  affairs.  A 
fhade  was  thrown  over  the  imprudence  at  firft  charged 
upon  the  New-Englanders.  Coniiderate  per fons  among 
themfelves  could  not,  however,  avoid  gratefully  ad- 
miring the  favor  of  divine  providence  in  fo  great  a  num- 
ber of  remarkable  incidents  which  contribiued  to  this 
fuccefs.  The  bed  ufe  to  be  made  by  pofterity  feems 
ro  be  not  to  depend  upon  fpecial  interpofitions  of  pro- 
vidence becaule  their  anceflors  have  experienced  them, 
but  to  avoid  the  like  imminent  dangers  and  to  weigh 
the  probability  and  improbability  of  fucceeding  in  the 
ordinary  courfe  of  events.  rp 

1  HE 

■J*  All  the  tlcklenburgh  and  fmall  canvas  in  the  province  was 
pui  chafed  by  the  committee  of  war  but  for  a  great  part  of  ihv. 
teats  they  were  forced  to  buy  common  ozaabrigs. . 
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The  commodore  was  willing  to  carry  away  a  full  1745. 
fhare  of  the  glory  of  this  action.  It  was  made  a  quef- 
tion  whether  the  keys  of  the  town  (hould  be  delivered 
to  him  or  to  the  general  and  whether  the  fea  or  land 
forces  mould  firft  enter.  The  officers  of  the  army  fay 
they  prevailed.  The  marines  took  pofleflion  of  one  or 
more  of  the  batteries  and  fometimes  the  commodore 
took  the  keys  of  the  city  gates.  The  command  how* 
ever  until  orders  fliould  arrive  from  England  was  to  be 
joint  and  a  difpute  about  precedence  to  be  avoided  as 
much  as  could  be.  The  commodore  difpatched  Mr, 
Montague  in  the  Mermaid  to  England  with  intelligence, 
and  the  general,  the  day  after,  fent  the  Shirley  Galley 
Capt.  Roufe.     The  Mermaid  arrived  flrft. 

It  was  very  happy  that  difputes  arofe  to  no  heighth 
between  the  fea  and  land  forces  during  the  fiege.  This 
has  often  proved  fatal.  This  expedition  having  been 
began  and  carried  on  under  a  commiflion  from  a  provin- 
cial governor  feems  to  be  dijftinguiihed  from  ordinary 
cafes  and  to  leave  lefs  room  for  difpute.  Whether  the 
land  or  fea  force  had  the  greateft  (hare  in  the  acquifition 
may  be  judged  from  the  relation  of  facte.  Neither 
Would  have  fucceeded  alone.  The  army,  with  infinite 
labour  and  fatigue  to  themfelves,  harraffed  and  diftrefTed 
the  enemy  and,  with  perfeverance  a  few  weeks  or  days 
longer,  mud  have  compelled  a  furrender.  It  is  very 
doubtful  whether  the  (hips  could  have  lain  long  enough 
before  the  walls  to  have  carried  the  place  by  ftorm,  or 
whether,  notwithstanding  the  appearance  of  a  defign  to 
do  it,  they  would  have  thought  it  advifahle  to  attempt  it ; 
it  is  certain  they  prevented  the  arrival  of  the  "Vigilant, 
took  away  all  hopes  of  further  fupply  and  fuccour,  and 
it  is  very  probable  the  fears  of  a  fiorm  might  accelerate 
the  capitulation.*     The  lofs  by  the  enemy  and  ficknefs 

did 
*  From  the  following  depofition  of  the  Commodore  in  the  high. 

court  of  admiralty,  one  would  imagine   the  place  had  been 

taken  by  the  ihips  alone. 
•'  Extracted  from  the  regiftry  of  the  high  court  of  admiralty  of 

England  j^th  Sep:  ember  tjqf. 
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745-  did  not  exceed  101  men.  The  lofs  of  the  Snow  Prince 
of  Orange,  belonging  to  the  province,  and  fuppofed  to 
be  overfet,  was  a  heavy  blow  upon  the  town  of  Marble- 
head,  the  captain  and  mod  of  the  crew  belonging  to  that 
town,  and  it  is  a  rare  thing  for  a  Marblehead  man  to  die 
without  leaving  a  widow  and  a  number  of  children 
furviving. 

As  it  was  a  time  of  year  to  expeft  French  yefTels  from 
all  parts  to  Louisburg,  the  French  flag  was  kept  flying 
to  decoy  them  in.  Two  Eaft  India  and  one  South  Sea 
fhip,  fuppofed  to  be  all  together  of  the  value  of  ,£.600,000 
jlerling,  were  taken  by  the  fquadron  at  the  mouth  of 
the  harbour,  into  which  they  would  undoubtedly  have 
entered.  The  army,  at  firft,  fuppofed  they  had  acquired 
a  right  to  the  ifland  of  Cape  Breton  and  its  dependencies, 
and,  until  they  were  undeceived  by  Mr.  Shirley,  were 
for  dividing  the  territory  among  the  officers  and  men. 
"With  greater  colour  they  might  have  claimed  a  (hare 
with  the  men  of  war  in  thefe  rich  prices.     Some  of  the 

officers 
Notre  dame  de  deliverance,  1  Upon  the  allegation  g'yen  by  Tyn- 

Litan    matter.  >      dall  the  2 lit  of  March  1745. 

Sir  Peter  Warren   knight,  vice-admiral  of  the  white,  aged   40 

years  and  upwards,  a  witnefs  produced  and  fworn. 
To  the  firft  article  of  the  faid  allegation  depofes  and  fays,  that  he, 
the  faid  deponent  was  appointed  to  command  his  Britannic 
majefty's  fleet  intended  for  the  attack  of  the  iiland  of  Cape  Bre- 
ton, and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  forty  five  proceeded  on  the  faid  expedition  in  his  majefty's 
ihip  Superbe  from  the  leward  iflands,  then  having  with  him 
and  under  his  command  his  majeity's  (hips  Mermaid  and  Lann- 
tefton,  and  foon  after  his.  arrival  at  fa.id  iiland  he  was  joined 
by  his  majefiy's  (hips  Princefs  Mary,  Canterbury,  Chefler  and 
Sunderland, and  that  after  the  deponent's  arrival  atpnpeBieton, 
and  before  he  was  joined  by  his  majefty's  fbips  aforefaid  he 
took  and  feiz^d  a  French  (hip  of  war  called  the  Vigilant,  and 
appointed  her  a  ftiip  m  his  majetty's  fervice  and  pay,  and  theu 
with  the  afljftance  of  all  his  majefty's  (hips  aforefaid,and  others 
of  his  majesty's  flv'ps,  he  did  fubdue  the  whole  iiland  of  Cap^ 
Breton,  and  further  to  t\ie  faid  article  he  knows  not  to  depofe." 
There  was  no  claim  made,  for  the  army,  to  rhis  or  the  other  cap- 
tures, which  is  the  only  reafon  I  can  think  of  fox:  omitting  any 
CQeUtJofl  of  the  lasd  fore::. 
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officers  expected  a  claim  would  have  been  laid  in,  bat  174^ 
means  were  found  to  diyert  it,  nor  was  any  part  decreed 
to  the  veflels  of  war  in  the  province  fervice,  except  a 
fmall  fum  to  the  Brig  Bolton  Packet,  Capt.  Fletcher, 
who  being  chafed  by  the  fouth  fea  mip,  led  her  directly 
under  the  command  of  the  guns  of  one  of  the  men  of 
war.  It  feeme'd  to  be  conceded  that,  as  this  acquifition 
was  made  under  the  commiilion  of  the  governor  of  Maf- 
fachufets-bay,  the  exercife  of  government  there  apper- 
tained to  him,untilhis  majefty's  pleafure  mould  be  known. 
I  know  of  no  precedent  in  the  colonies  except  that  of 
the  conqueft  of  Nova  Scotia  in  1690.  It  was  neceffary, 
then,  to  admit  this  principle,  the  acquifition  could*  not 
otherwife  have  been  retained.  Mr.  Shirley  made  a  voyage 
to  Louisburgh,  took  the  government  upon  him,  prevailed 
upon  a  great  part  of  the  army  to  confent  to  remain  in 
garrifon  over  the  winter,  or  untjl  regiments  which  were 
expected  arrived,  engaged  that  their  pay  mould  be  in- 
creafed  and  cloathing  provided,  and  fettled  other  matters 
to  general  U tisfacli on, * 

Duvivier  had  been  fent  to  France  the  winter  of 
1744,  to  follicit  a  force,  not  to  defend  Cape  Breton,  bur. 
to  conquer  Nova  Scotia,  and  accordingly  failed  the  be- 
ginning of  July,  with  7  mips  of  war  for  that  purpofe, 
who  were  to  (lop  at  Louisburgh.  This  fleet  took  a 
prize  bound  from  Bofton  to  London,  on  board  which  was 
lieutenant  governor  Clark  of  New-York,  and  by  this 
means  they  were  informed  of  the  conquefr.  of  Louisburgh, 
and  the  ftrong  fquadron  there,  otherwife  fome  or  all  of 
them  would  alfo  have  probably  fallen  into  the  hands-of 
the  Englifh.  Upon  this  intelligence  they  went  back  ta 
France.  Thus  Nova  Scotia  no  doubt  was  faved  by  the 
MaiTachufets  expedition.  There  would  not  have  been 
men  of  war  in  thefe  feas  fufficient  to  match  this  fquadron. 

The    reduction  of  Louisburgh  by  a  Britifh  colony^ 
mud  have  been  a  furprize  to  Great  Britain  and  to  France, 

E  e  4  It 

*  Penfylvania  contributed  £.  4000.  New-York  £.  5000.  and 
New-Jedey,  1  think,  £.  2000.  fome  in  rponey  qUues  ;a  gw»,»- 
tifiQJWi  for  AiPnort;  of  lk$  tjioon^, 
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It  caufed  very  grand  plans  of  American  meafu res  for  the 
xc  year  with  both  powers.  Great  Britain  had  in  view 
the  reduction  of  Canada  and  the  extirpation  of  theFrench 
from  the  northern  continent.  France  intended  the  reco- 
very of  Louisburgh,  the  conqueft  of  Nova  Scotia  and  the 
deftruction  of  the  Englilh  fea  coaft  from  Nova  Scotia  to 
Georgia.  Upon  the  Englifh.  plan,  eight  battalions  of  re- 
gular troops  with  the  provincial  forces  to  be  raifed  in 
the  four  New-England  governments,  were  to  rendez- 
'  vous  at  Louisburgh  and,  with  a  fquadron  under  admiral 
Warren,  were  to  go  up  the  river  Saint  Lawrence-toQue- 
bee,  other  provincials  from  Virginia  and  the  colonies 
northward,  including  New-York,  were  to  rendezvous  at 
Albany  and  go  acrofs  the  country  to  Montreal  ;  the  land 
forces  ro  be  under  General  St.  Clair.  No  province  had 
a  certain  number  affigned,  it  was  expected  there  fhould 
be  at  leaft  5000*  in  the  whole.  The  MafTachufets 
forces  were  ready  to  embark  by  the  middle  of  July,  about 
fix  weeks  from  the  fir  ft  notice.  The  preparations  mak- 
ing at  Bred  for  America,  were  well  known  in  England, 
and  a  fquadron  was  ordered  to  block  up  that  harbour. 
Notwithstanding  all  the  caution  ufed,  the  Bred  fquadron 
flipped  out,  and  failed  to -the  weitward,  and  it  is  certain 
no  Englifh  fquadron  followed,  Whilft  we  were  impa- 
tiently waiting  for  news  of  the  arrival  of  the  fleet  at 
Louisburgh,  a  frflierman  comes  in,  fome  time  in  Auguft, 
with  an  account  of  his  being  brought  to  by  four  French 
capital  mips  not  far  from  Chibufto,  that  he  was  required 
to  pilot  them  there,  that  as  he  lay  under  the  flern  of  one 
of  them  he  read  the  word  le  Terrible,  but  a  fog  fud- 
denly  rifmg  he  made  his  efcape.  After  that  fome  days 
had  paiTed  without  any  further  account,  the  fifjiei  man's 
news  was  generally  difcredited.  Jt  appeared  fome  months 
after,  that  thefe  were  four  (hips  under  M.  Conilans,  who 

had 

*  The  colonies  voted  to  raife  men  in  very  unequal  proportions. 
New-Hamplhire  $co.  Malfachufets  3500.  Rhode  jfland  qoq. 
Connecticut  1000  New-Yoik  1600.  New-Jer lies  500-  Mary- 
land 300.  Virginia  ico.  Penfyivania  raifed  400,  though  no£ 
hj  m  a&  of  gover»n)eu5.     The  whole  oumber  8300. 


MASSACHU  SETS- BAY.         425- 

had  efeaped  f  an  Englifti  fquadron   from  Jamaica,  and  1746. 
were  bound  to  Chibadto  in  order  to  join  the  Brcfl  fleet, 
but  after  cruizing  fome  time  and  meeting  with  florins 
and  fogs,  upon  a  coaft  they  were  unacquainted  with,  they 
returned  to  France. 

The  beginning  of  September,  veflels  arrived  at  Bof- 
ton  from  Hull  and  Liverpool  with  advice  that  the  Bred 
fleet  had  failed,  and  it  was  fuppofed  for  North  America, 
and  from  the  middle  to  the  latter  end  of  the  month  fre- 
quent accounts  were  brought  of  a  great  fleet  feen  to  the 
weftward  of  Newfoundland,  which  we  flattered  our- 
felves  might  be  Englifti  as  likely  as  French,  but  on  the 
28th  an  exprefs  arrived  from  Louisburgh  with  certain 
advice  thefe  fhips  were  the  French  fleet,  which  it  was 
affirmed  confided  of  70  fail,  14  of  which  were  capital 
(hips,  and  that  there  were  20  fmaller  men  of  war,  and 
the  reft  fire  (hips,  bombs,  tenders  and  trahfports  for 
eight  thoufand  troops.  The  fame  day  a  Veffel  from 
Jamaica  arrived  with  advice  that  the  four  men  of  war 
who  had  engaged  with  commodore  Mitchell,  were  in- 
tended to  join  the  fleet,  and  it  was  now  no  longer  doubt- 
ed that  thefe  were  the  {hips  feen  by  the  fifhermen,  and 
it  was  fuppofed  foon  after  got  into  Chibu&o.  England 
was  not  more  alarmed  with  the  Spanifh  armada  in  1588, 
than  Bofton  and  the  other  North  American  fea  ports 
were  with  the  arrival  of  this  fleet  in  their  neighbourhood. 
1  he  firmefl  mind  will  bend  upon  the  firft:  advice  of  im- 
minent danger  to  its  country.  Even  the  great  De  Witt 
fwooned  when  he  firft.  opened  a  letter  giving  intelligerce 
of  England's  confederating  with  France  to  inflave  the 
Dutch,  though  the  next  moment  he  recovered  his  natu- 
ral courage  and   vivacity. 

Evlry  practicable  meafure  for  defence  was  imme- 
diately purfued  by  the  authority  of  the  MaiTachufets 
province,  but  our  main  dependance,  under  God,  was  up- 
on a  fquadron  from  England  fufficient  in  conjunction 
with  the  ihips  then  at  Louisburgh  ro  overcome    the 

Freucfc. 
f  Some  fay  the  Englifli  efeaped  from  them> 
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French.  It  was  impofFible  the  miniftry  (hould  be  igno- 
rant of  the  failing  of  this  fleet,  and  unlefs  they  were 
willing  the  colonies  (hould  be  expofed  to  the  ravages  of 
*he  enemy,  it  was  impoffible  an  Englifh  fquadron  ihould 
not  be  focn  after  them."*  This  was  the  general  voice. 
But  this  dependance  failed.  However,  as  the  probabi- 
lity of  the  arrival  of  our  fquadron  was  from  day  today 
leffened,  our  apprehenfions  of  danger  from  the  enemy 
leffened  in  fome  proportion.  At  length,  we  had  fuch 
authentic  account  of  the  diftreffes  of  the  French  that  ic 
was  not  only  agreed  that  admiral  Townfend's  (hips  ac 
Louisburgh  were  more  than  a  match  for  them,  and  we 
wrere  every  day  expecting  to  hear  they  had  (ailed  for 
Chebuclo,  but  if  that  (hould  prove  otherwife,  the  utmofl 
they  would  be  able  to  effect  by  their  grand  plan  would 
be  the  conqued  of  Annapolis  and  the  whole  province  of 
Nova  Scotia.  If  the  winter  did  not  prevent  a  farther 
progrefs,  we  nattered  ourfelves  their  (Irength  was  not 
fufficient  for  an  attempt  upon  Boflon. 

The  misfortunes  of  this  grand  armament  are  really 
very  remarkable,  The  lofs  of  Cape  Breton  filled  the 
French  with  a  fpirit  of  revenge  againft  the  Bririih  colo- 
nics. The  duke  d'Anville,  a  French  nobleman  in  whofc 
courage  and  conduct  great  confidence  was  placed,  was 
appointed  to  the  command  of  the  expedition.  As  early 
as  the  beginning  of  May  the  fleet  was  ready  to  fail,  but 

decained 

*  It  was  faid  admiral  Leftock  put  out  no  Jefs  than  feven  tiir.es, 
but  could  not  g-et  to  the  weftward.  Others  fuppofed  that  an 
apprehenfion  of  French  fineffe,  pretending  an  expedition  to 
America  when  an  invafton  of  Britain  was  really  intended,  occa- 
sioned orders  for  the  detention  of  Leftock's  fleet  until  it  was 
thought  too  late  to  prevent  the  mifchicf,  and  the  Ihips  were 
then  employed  in  an  unfuccefsful  defcent  upon  France.  The 
indifference  of  the  people  in  England  in  general  upon  this  oc<- 
eaiion  was  wondered  at  by  the  colonilis.  Letters  from  mer- 
chants, who  had  debts  due  in  the  colonies  eqnal  to  their  whole 
fortunes  and  which  they  muft  have  wholly  loft  if  the  French 
plan  had  been  executed,  fpake  of  the  failing  of  this  fleet  as  aa 
ordinary  piece  of  news  which  would  he  followed  with  no  rq^ 
Cr,  d  r  V.  -.(b  1  z  c  o  p  k  q  q  e  ^  c  e  ? 


MASS  ACHUSETS-  BAY.       427 

detained  by  contrary  winds  until  the  2  2d  of  June,  when  I74&- 
it  left  Rochelle,  and  then  confifted  of  1 1  (hips  of  the 
line,  30  fmaller  veffels  from  10  to  30  guns,  and  tranfport 
{hips  with  3  130  land  forces  commanded  by  Monfieur 
Pommerit,  a  brigadier  general.  The  French  of  Nova- 
Scotia,  it  was  expected,  would  join  them,  and  Ramiay,  a 
French  officer,  with  1 700  Canadians  and  Indians  were 
actually  in  arms  there  ready  for  their  arrival.  To  this 
force  Conflans  with  the  four  fhips  from  the  Weft-Indies 
were  to  be  added.  It  was  the  3d  of  Auguft  before  the 
fleet  had  pafled  the  Weftern  Iflands.  The  24th  they 
were  300  leagues  diftant  from  Nova-Scoria,  and  one  of 
their  fhips  complained  fo  much  that  they  burnt  her. 
The  1  ft  of  September,  in  a  violent  ftorm,  the  Mars,  a 
64  gun  (hip,  was  fo  damaged  in  her  mafts  and  fo  leaky 
that  (lie  bore  away  for  the  Weft-Indiesf  and  the  Alcide, 
of  64  guns,  which  had  alfo  loft  her  topmaft,  was  fent  to 
accompany  her.  The  15th,  the  Ardent,  of  64  guns, 
molt  of  her  crew  being  fick,  put  back  for  Breft. 

Th  b  duke  d'Anville,  in  the  Northumberland,  arrived 
at  Chibuclo  the  12th  of  September,  with  only  one  ftiip 
of  the  line,  theRenommee  and  three  or  four  of  the  trans- 
ports. There  he  found  only  one  of  the  fleet,  which  had 
been  in  three  days,  and  after  waiting  three  days  and  find- 
ing that  only  three  more,  and  thofe  tranfports,  had  ar- 
rived,thei6th  in  the  morning  he  died,  the  French  faid  of 
an  apoplexy,  the  Englifh  that  he  poifoned  himfelf.  In  the 
afternoon  the  vice  admiral,  d'Eftournellc,  with  three  or 
four  more  of  the  line  came  in.  Monf.  de  la  Jonquiere, 
governor  of  Canada,  was  aboard  the  Northumberland 
and  had  been  declared  a  chef  d'efcadre,  alter  the  fleet 
left  France  and,  by  this  means,  was  next  in  command  to 
the  vice  admiral.  In  a  council  of  war,  the  18th,  the 
vice  admiral  propofed  returning  to  France.  Four  of  the 
capital  fliips,  the  Ardent,  Caribou,  Mars  and  Alcide  and 
the  Argonaute  firefhip   they  were  deprived  of,  jhere  was 

no 

■)■  She  went  back  for  France  and  was  taken  in  October  by   thf 
tjottinghajE,  Capt.  Saujnaies,  off  Cars  Clear. 
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1746.  news  of  Conflans  and  his  (hips,  fo  thar  only  feven*  {hips 
of  importance  remained,  more  or  lets  of  the  land  forces 
were  on  board  each  of  the  miffing  fhips  and  what  re- 
mained Were  in  a  very  fickly  condition.  This  motion 
w  .    r.i  for  7  or  8  hours  by  Jonquiere  and  others 

o  :  coincil,  who  fuppofed  that,  at  lead,  they  were  in 
a  c  n  1  rn  to  recover  Annapolis  and  Nova-Scotia,  after 
v  .1  they  mighr  either  winter  fecurely  at  Cafco-bay 
c  a:  worfl,  then  return  to  France  :  The  fick  men,  by 
tiv:  conftant  fupply  of  frefti  provifions  from  the  Acadians, 
were  daily  recovering  and  would  foon  be  fit  for  fervice. 
The  motion  not  prevailing,  the  vice  admiral's  fpirits 
were  agitated  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to  throw  him  into  a 
fever  attended  with  a  delirium,  in  which  he  imagined 
himfelf  among  the  Engliib  and  ran  himfelf  through  the 
body.  Jonquiere  fucceeded,  who  was  a  man  experienced 
in  war  and,  although  above  60,  dill  more  active  than 
either  of  his  predeoelTors,  and  the  expectations  of  the 
fleet  and  army  were  much  raifed.  From  this  time  An- 
napolis feems  to  have  been  their  chief  object.  An  ac- 
count, fuppofed  to  be  authentic,  having  been  received 
at  Bofton  of  the  failing  of  admiral  Leilock,  Mr.  Shirley 
fent  an  exprefs  to  Louifburgh  to  carry  the  intelligence. 
The  packet  boat  was  taken  and  carried  into  Chibuclo,f 
which  accelerated  the  failing  of  the  fleet.  Moft  of  the 
fick  had  died  at  Chibucto  and  but  abcmt  one  half  their 
number  remained  alive.  They  failed  the  13th  of  October 
-and  the  15th,  being  near  Cape  Sables  they  met  with  a 
violent  cold  ftorm  which,  after  fome  intermiffion,  in- 
creafed  the  1 6th  and  17th  and  feperared  the  fleet,  two 
of  which  only,  a  50  and  a  36  gun  Chip,  were  difcovered 
from  the  fort  at  Annapolis,  where  the  Chefter  man  of 
war,  Capt.  Spry,  then  lay  with  the  Shirley  frigate  and  a 
imal!  veiTel  in  the  fervice  of  the  board  of  ordnance,  who 
being. difcovered  by  the  French  to  be  under  fail  they 
made  oil  and  this  was  the  lad  of  the  expedition.     The 

news 
*  Some  make  the  number  8,  and   the  Perfait,  to  be  one  'of  them, 

and  buret  there  ;   but  in  the  French  lift  the  Perfait  is  a  tire  lliip 

and  the  Caribou  is  Paid  to  have  be>a  burnt* 
)  0:";ob.   :;, 
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news  of  the  beginning  of  the  misfortunes  of  the  French  174-6, 
having  reached  France  by  fome  of  the  returned  veffels, 
two  men  of  war  were  fent  immediately  with  orders,  at 
all  events,  to  take  Annapolis,    but   the  fleet  had  failed 
three  or  four  days  before  they  arrived. 

Pious  men  faw  the  immediate  hand  of  divine  provi- 
dence in  the  protection  or  rather  refcue  of  the  BritiHi 
colonies  this  year,  as  they  had  done  in  the  miraculous 
fuccefs  of  the  Cape-Breton  expedition  the  former  year. 

When  the  fummer  had  fo  far  palled  as  to  render  ic 
too  late  to  profecute  the  expedition  againft  Canada,  if 
the  fleet  had  arrived,  Mr.  Shirley's  enterprizing  genius 
led  him  to  project  an  attempt  upon  the  French  fort  at 
Crown- point,  with  part  of  the  MafTachufets  forces  in 
conjunction  with  thofe  of  the  other  colonies,  but  the 
alarm  of  the  French  fleet  prevented  until  ic  was  judged, 
by  fome  concerned,  to  be  too  late.  Fifteen  hundred  of 
the  MafTachufets  men  were  intended  for  Nova-Scotia, 
upon  the  news  of  Ramfay's  appearing  there,  and  400 
actually  went  there,  covoyed  by  the  Chefter,  and  late  in 
the  fall  an  additional  number  were  fent  thither.  Thofe 
polled  at  Minas  were  furprized,  the  firft  day  of  January,  - 
by  a  body  of  French  and  Indians  commanded  by  Le 
Corne,  a  French  officer,  and  after  having  160  of  their 
number  killed,  wounded  and  taken  prifoners,  the  reft 
capitulated  engaging  not  to  bear  arms  againft  the  French 
in  Nova- Scotia  for  the  term  of  one  year.  De  Ramiay 
with  his  troops  foon  after  returned  to  Canada.* 

The  troops  raifed  for  the  Canada  expedition  conti- 
nued in  pay  until  September  the  next  year  1747. 
Some  of  them  ferved  for  defence  of  the  frontiers,  the 
reft  were  inactive.  The  inactive  profecution  of  the 
war  in  Europe  on  both  fides  indicated  peace  to  be  near 
which   the  next  year  was  effected. 

War  had  been  declared   in    1 744  againft  the  Cape 

Sable  and  St.  John's  Indians  and  in    1745  againft  the 

Penohfcots  and  Norridgewocks.     The  frontiers  did  not 

efcape 
*  Thomas  CuQiing,  Efq;  fpeaksrof  the hcafe died  April  11.174C. 
uoiver&Uy  iaraeaud. 
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3747.  moleftation.  They  fufFered  lefs  than  in  any  former 
wars.  The  Indians  were  lefTened  in  number  and  haling 
withdrawn  to  the  French  frontiers  were  fometimes 
detained  for  their  defence  upon  an  apprehended  i'nvalion, 
and  at  other  times  engaged  to  be  in  readinefs  to  join  in 
the  great  defigns  againfl  the  Englifk* 

In  1747  (Nov.  1 7th)  happened  a  tumult  in  the  town 
of  Bofton  equal  to  any  which  had  preceded  it,  although 
far  fhort  of  fome  which  have  happened  fince.  Mr. 
Knowles  was  commodore  of  a  number  of  men  of  war 
then  in  the  harbour  of  Nantaiket.     Some  of  the  failors 

had 
*  The  peace  with  the  Indians  was  not  fettled  until  Oclober  1749, 
when  a  treaty  was  held  at  Falmouth  by  commitfioners,  Tho- 
mas Hutchinfon,  John  Choate,  Ifrael  Williams  and  James  Otis 
of  the  Maflachufets,  and  Theodore  Atkinfon  and  John  Down- 
ing of  New  Hampfhire,  when  the  laft  treaty  in  Mr.  Dummer's 
time  with  fome  additions  was  renewed. 
June  19th  1748,  John  Stoddard,  Efq;  of  Northampton,  and  2t 
that  time  a  member  of  the  houle  of  reprefentatives,  died  at 
Bofton.  He  had  been  feveral  years  member  of  the  c6unci!,  but 
being  in  favor  of  the  prerogative,  generally  met  with  great  op- 
pofition,  and  having  been  divers  times  left  oat  he  at  length 
declined  being  any  longer  the  iubject  of  contention,  and  chofe 
a  feat  in  the  houfe.  his  town  thinking  it  a  favor  that  he  would 
reprefent  them.  There  have  been  but  few  men  among  us 
who  have  been  more  generally  efteemed.  His  enemies  would 
charge  him  with  unconititutional  principles,  but  at  the  fame 
time  allow  he  had  an  upright  heart.  He  fhined  only  in  affair? 
of  importance,  leifer  matters  would  frequently  be  carried  a- 
gainft  his  mind  by  the  little  arts  and  crafts  of  minute  politi- 
cians, which  he  difdained  to  defeat  by  counterworking.  He 
was  very  early  employed  in  public  affairs.  In  171 3  he  went  as' 
a  commiuary  to  Quebec  for  the  redemption  of  captives,  and 
the  feveral  governors  to  the  time  of  his  death  intruded  to  his 
direction  the  military  affairs  of  the  county  of  Hampfhire,  which 
in  time  of  war  was  peculiarly  expofed.  Nor  was  his  authority 
lefs  in  civil  matters.  Both  military  and  civil  authority-  heufed 
with  great  difcretxon.  In  this  latter,  in  one  inftance,  he  father 
exceeded,  extending  it  to  the  ecclefiaftical  affairs  of  the  town 
of  Springfield  farther  than  he  could  welljuftify.  Our  beftmen 
have  fometimes  exceeded  in  their  zeal  for  particular  fyflems, 
and  have  endeavored  to  promote  religion  by  invading  natural 
*sfcd  wfrii  rights 
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fcad  deferred.  Deferters  generally  flee  to  fome  of  the  *747' 
neighbouring  ports  where  they  are  out  of  danger  of 
difcovery.  The  commodore  thought  it  reafonable  that 
Boilon  (hould  fupply  him  with  as  many  men  as  he  had 
I01I,  and  fen t  his  boats  up  to  town  early  in  the  morning, 
and  fur  prized  not  only  as  many  feamen  as  could  be 
found  on  board  any  of  the  mips,  outward  bound  as  well 
as  others,  due  fwept  the  wharfs  alfo,  taking  fome  fhip 
carpenters  apprentices  and  labouring  land  men.  How- 
ever tolerable  fuch  a  furprize  might  have  been  in 
London  it  could  not  be  born  here.  The  people  had 
not  been  ufed  to  it  and  men  of  all  orders  refented  ir, 
but  the  lower  clafs  were  beyond  meafure  enraged  and 
foon  aiTembled  with  (licks,  clubs,  pitch  mops,  &c.  They 
firfr.  feized  an  innocent  lieutenant  who  happened  to  be 
aihore  upon  other  bufinefs.  They  had  then  formed  no 
fcheoie,  and  the  fpeaker  *  of  the  houfe  paffing  by  and 
alluring  them  thn  he  knew  that  the  lieutenant  had  no 
hand  in  the  prefs  they  fcffered  him  to  be  led  off  to  a 
place  of  fafety.  The  mob  increafmg  and  having  received 
intelligence  that  feveral  of  the  commanders  were  at  the 
governor's  houfe,  it  was  agreed  to  go  and  demand  fatif- 
faclion.  The  houfe  was  foon  furrounded  and  the  court, 
or  yard  before  the  houfe,  filled,  but  many  perfons  of 
difcretton  inferred  themfelves  and  prevailed  fo  far  as  to 
prevent  the  mob  from,  entering.  Several  of  the  officers 
had  planted  themfelves  at  the  head  of  the  frajr  way 
with  loaded  carbines  and  feemed  determined  to  preferve 
their  liberty  or  lofe  their  lives.  A  deputy  fheriff  at- 
tempting to  exercife  his  authority,  was  feized  by  the 
mob  and  carried  away  in  'triumph  and  fet  in  the  ftocks, 
which  afforded  them  diverfion  and  tended  to  abate  their 
rage  and  difpofed  them  to  feperate  and  go  to  dinner. 

As  so  on  as  it  was  du/k,  feveral  thou  fan  d  people  af- 

'fembled  in  king- (freer,  below  the  town  houfe  where  the 

general  court  was  fitting.      Stones  and  brickbatts  were 

thrown    through  the  gjafs  into  the  council  chamber. 

The. 

*  Tke  Author. 
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5 747-  The  governor,  however,  with  feveral  gentlemen  of  the 
council  and  houfe  ventured  into  the  balcony  and,  after 
filence  was  obtained,  the  governor  in  a  well  judged 
fpeech  exprefled  his  great  difapprobation  of  the  imprefs 
and  promifed  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  obtain  the  dif- 
charge  of  every  one  of  the  inhabitants,  and  at  the  fame 
time  gently  reproved  the  irregular  proceedings  both  of 
the  forenoon  and  evening.  Other  gentlemen  alfo 
attempted  to  perfuade  the  people  to  difperfeand  wait  to 
fee  what  fleps  the  general  court  would  take.  All  was 
to  no  purpofe.  The  feizure  and  reflraint  of  the  com- 
manders and  other  officers  who  were  in  town  was  in- 
filled upon  as  the  only  effe&ual  method  to  procure  the 
releafe  of  the  inhabitants  aboard  the  ihips. 

It  was  thought  advifeable  for  the  governor  to  with- 
draw to  his  houfe,  many  of  the  officers  of  the  militia 
and  other  gentlemen  attending  him.  A  report  was 
raifed  that  a  barge  from  one  of  the  (hips  was  come  to  a 
wharf  in  the  town.  The  mob  flew  to  feize  it,  but  by 
miftake  took  a  boat  belonging  to  a  Scotch  fliip  and 
dragged  it,  with  as  much  feeming  eafe  through  the 
ftreets  as  if  it  had  been  in  the  water,  to  the  governor's 
houfe  and  prepared  to  burn  it  before  the  houfe,  but 
from  a  consideration  of  the  danger  of  fetting  the  town 
on  fire  were  diverted  and  the  boat  was  burnt  in  a  place 
of  lefs  hazard.  The  next  day  the  governor  ordered 
that  the  military  officers  of  Boflon  fhould  caufe  their 
companies  to  be  muftered  and  to  appear  in  arms,  and 
that  a  military  watch  fhould  be  kept  the  fucceeding 
night,  but  the  drummers  were  interrupted  and  the  mili- 
tia refufed  to  appear.  The  governor  did  not  think  it 
for  his  honour  to  remain  in  town  another  night  and 
privately  withdrew  to  the  caftle.  A  number  of  gentle- 
men who  had  fome  intimation  of  his  deiign,  lent  a 
mefTage  to  him  by  Col.  Hutchinfon,  affuring  him  they 
would  fhnd  by  him  in  maintaining  the  authority  of 
government  and  reftoring  peace  and  order,  but  he  did 
not  think  this  fufficient, 

The 
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The  governor  wrote  to  Mr.  Knowles  reprefenting  174/ 
the  confufions  occafioned  by  this  extravagant  a&  of  his 
officers,  but  he  refufed  all  terms  of  accommodation  until 
the  commanders  and  other  officers  on  fhore  were  fuf- 
fered  to  go  on  board  their  fliips,  and  he  threatned  to 
bring  up  his  mips  and  bombard  the  town,  and  fome  of 
them  coming  to  fail,  caufed  different  conjectures  of  his 
real  intention.  Capt.  Erlkine  of  the  Canterbury  had 
been  feized  at  the  houfe  of  Col.  Brinley  in  Roxbury 
and  given  his  parole  not  to  go  abroad,  and  divers  infe- 
rior  officers  had  been  fecured. 

The  17th,  1 8th  and  part  of  the  19th,  the  council 
and  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  fitting  in  the  town,  went  on 
with  their  ordinary  bufinefs,  not  willing  to  interpofe  left 
they  fhould  encourage  other  commanders  of  the  navy  to 
future  acls  of  the  like  nature,  but  towards  noon  of  the 
19th  fome  of  the  principal  members  of  the  houfe  began 
to  think  more  ferioufly  of  the  dangerous  confequence 
of  leaving  the  governor  without  fupport  when  there 
Was  not  the  lead  ground  of  exception  to  his  conduct. 
Some  high  fpirits  in  the  town  began  to  queftion  whe- 
ther his  retiring  fhould  be  deemed  a  defertion  or  abdi- 
cation. It  was  moved  to  appoint  a  committee  of  the 
two  houfes  to  confider  what  was  proper  to  be  done. 
This  would  take  time  and  was  excepted  to,  and  the 
fpeaker  was  defired  to  draw  up  fuch  refolves  as  it  was 
thought  neceffary  the  houfe  (hould  immediately  agree 
to,  and  they  were  paffed  by  a  confiderable  majority  and 
made  public. 
"  In  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  Nov  19th,  1747. 

Resolved,  that  there  has  been  and  ftill  continues* 
a  tumultuous  riotous  affembling  of  armed  feamen,  fer- 
vants,  negroes  and  others  in  the  town  of  Bofton,  tending 
to  the  deftruftion  of  all  government  and  order. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  incumbent  on  the  civil  and 
military  officers  in  the  province  to  exert  themfelves  to 
the  utmoft,  to  difcourage  and  fupprefs  all  fuch  tumul- 
tuous riotous  proceedings  whenfoever  they  may  happen- 

VoL.IL  Ff  Resolvsd. 
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*?47-  Resolved*  that  this  houfe  will  (land  by  and  nip- 
port  with  their  lives  and  eftates  his  excellency  the 
governor  and  the  executive  part  of  the  government  in 
sll  endeavors  for  this  purpofe. 

Re  solved,  that  this  houfe  will  exert  themfelves  by 
all  ways  and  means  poffiblc  in  redreffing  fuch  grievances 
as  his  majefty's  fubjecls  are  and  have  been,  under,  which 
may  have  been  the  caufe  of  the  aforefaid  tumultuous 
diforderly  afTembling  together. 

T.  Hutchinfon,  Speaker.' ' 

The  council  paffed  a  vote  ordering  that  Captain 
Erlkine  and  all  other  officers  belonging  to  his  majefty's 
{hips  (hotild  be  forthwith  fet  at  liberty  and  protedted  by 
the  government,  which  was  concurred  by  the  houfe. 
Aflbon  as  thefe  votes  were  known,  the  tumultuous  fpirit 
began  to  fubfide.  The  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Bolton 
affembled  in  town  meeting  in  the  afternoon,  having  been 
notified  to  confider,  in  general,  what  was  proper  for  them 
todoupon  this  occalion,and  notwithstanding  it  was  urged 
by  many  that  all  meafures  to  fupprefs  the  prefent  fpirit  in 
the  people  would  tend  to  encourage  the  like  oppreffive 
acts  for  the  future,  yet  the  contrary  party  prevailed 
and  the  town,  although  they  expreffed  their  fenfe  of 
the  great  infult  and  injury  by  the  imprefs,  con- 
demned the  tumultuous  riotous  acts  of  fuch  as  had 
infill  ted  the  governor  and  the  other  branches  of  the 
legiflature  and  committed  many  other  heinous  offences. 

The  governor,  not  expecting  fo  favorable  a  turn,  had 
wrote  to  the  fecretary  to  prepare  orders  for  the  colonels 
of  the  regiments  of  Cambridge,  Roxbury  and  Milton  and 
the  regiment  of  horfe  to  have  their  officers  and  men 
ready  to  march  at  an  hour's  warning  to  fuch  place  of 
rendezvous  as  he  fhould  direct,  but  the  next  day  there 
was  an  uncommon  appearance  of  the  militia  of  the  town 
of  Bolton,  many  perfons  taking  their  mufkets  who  never 
carried  one  upon  any  other  occafion,  and  the  governor 
was  conducted  to  his  houfe  with  as  great  parade  as 
when  he  firft  affunaed  the  government* 

Thz 
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The  commodore  difmiffed  moft,  if  not  all,  of  the  inha-  J747< 
bitants  who  had  been  impreffed,  and  the  fquadron  failed 
to  the  joy  of  the  reft  of  the  town. 

By  the  expedition  to  Lcuifburgh,  the  preparations 
for  the  reduction  of  Canada,  and  the  feveral  fupplies  of 
men  for  Nova -Scotia  the  province  had  ifTued  an  immenfe 
fum  in  bills  of  credit,  between  two  and  three  millions, 
according  to  their  denomination  in  the  currency.  The 
greateft  part  of  this  fum  had  been  ifTued  when  between 
five  and  (ix  hundred  pounds  was  equal  to  one  hundred 
pounds  fterling,  and  perhaps  the  real  confideration  the 
government  received  from  the  inhabitants  who  gave 
credit  to  them  was  near  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
fterling ;  but  by  thus  multiplying  the  bills  they  had  (o 
much  depreciated  that,  at  the  end  of  the  war,  eleven  or 
twelve  hundred  pounds  was  not  equal  to  more  than  an 
hundred  pounds  fterling,  and  the  whole  debt  of  the  pro- 
vince did  not  much  exceed  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
flerling.  Thus  the  people  had  paid  two  hundred  thou- 
fand pounds  fieri,  in  two  or  three  years,  befides  a  large 
fum  raifed  by  taxes  each  year,as  much  as  it  was  fuppofed 
the  people  were  able  to  pay  ;  but  to  pay  by  the  depreci- 
ation of  the  bills,  although  infinitely  unequal,  yet,  as  they 
were  fluffing  hands  every  day,  it  was  almofl  infenfible,  a 
pofTefTor  of  a  large  fum  for  a  few  days  not  perceiving  the 
difference  in  their  value  between  the  time  when  he  re- 
ceived them  and  the  time  when  he  parted  with  them. 
The  apprehenfion  of  their  depreciation  tended  to  in- 
creafe  it,  and  occafioned  a  quick  circulation  and  for  fome 
time,  even  for  Englifh  goods,  which  ordinarily  fell  foe 
the  longed  credit,  no  body  pretended  to  afk  credir. 
They  were  con  dandy,  however,  dying  in  fome  body's 
hand,  though  no  body  kept  them  long  by  them.  Bufi- 
nefs  was  brink,  men  in  trade  increafed  their  figures  but 
were  finking  the  real  value  of  their  ilock  and,  what  is 
worfe,  by  endeavors  to  (hift  the  lofs  attending  fuch  k 
pernicious  currency  from  one  to  another,  fraudulent  dif- 
■pofitions  and  habits  are  acquired  and  the  morals  of  the 
people  depreciate  with  the  currency. 

F  f  2  The 
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3747.  The  government  was  folliciting  for  the  reimburfe- 
ment  of  the  charge  in  taking  and  fecuring  Cape  Breton* 
and  by  the  addrefs,  afiiduity  and  fidelity  of  William 
Bollac,  Efq;  who  was  one  of  the  agents  of  the  province 
for  that  purpofe,  there  was  a  hopeful  profpeel  that  the 
full   fum,  about  £180,000  fterling,  would  be  obtained. 

Some  of  the  miniftry  thought  it  fufficient  to  grant 
fuch  fum  as  would  redeem  the  bills  iffued  for  the 
expedition,  &c.  at  their  depreciated  value,  and  Mr. 
Kilby,  the  other  agent,  feemed  to  defpair  of  obtain- 
ing more,  but  Mr.  Bollan,  who  had  an  intimate  know- 
ledge of  our  public  affairs,  fet  the  injuftice  of  this  pro*  ' 
polal  in  a  clear  light  and  made  it  evident  that  the  de- 
preciation of  the  bills  was  as  effectually  a  charge  born 
by  the  people  as  if  the  fame  proportion  of  bills  had  been 
drawn  in  by  taxes,  and  refufed  all  propofals  of  accom- 
modation, infilling  upon  the  full  value  of  the  bills 
when  iffued.  He  certainly  has  great  merit  for  this  and 
other  fervices. 

Mr.  Hutch infon,  who  was  then  fpeaker  of  the  houfe 
of  reprefentatives,  imagined  this  to  be  a  mdft  favorable 
opportunity  for  abolifhing  bills  of  credit,  the  fource  of 
fo  much  iniquity  and  for  eltabUfhing  a  (table  currency 
of  filver  and  gold  for  the  future.  About  two  million 
two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  would  be  outflanding  in 
bills  in  the  year  1749.  One  hundred  and  eighty  thou- 
fand pounds  fterling  at  eleven  for  one  which  was  the 
lowefl  rate  o^  exchange  with  London  for  a  year  or  two 
before,  and  perhaps  the  difference  was  really  twelve  for 
one, would  redeem  nineteen  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand 
pounds,  which  would  leave  bur  two  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand  pounds  outflanding,  it  was  therefore  propofed 
chat  the  fum  granted  by  parliament  mould  be  mipped 
ro  the  province  in  Spanifh  milled  dollars  and  applied  for 
she  redemption  of  the  bills  as  far  it  would  ferve  for 
that  purpofe,  and  that  the  remainder  of  the  bills  mould 
be  drawn  in  by  a  tax  on  the  year  1749.  This  woulcf 
iinifh  the  bills.  For  the  future,  filver  of  fterling  al- 
loy at  6f.  3dt  the  ounce,  if  payment  Ihould  be  made  m 

bttUiou, 
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bullion,  or  otherwife  milled  dollars  at  6f.  each  fliould  be  174: 
the  lawful  money  of  the  province  and  no  perfon  iliould 
receive  or  pay  within  the  province,  bills  of  credit  of  any 
of  the  other   governments   of  New- England.     This 
propofal  being  made  to  the  governor  he  approved  of  it 
as  founded  in  juftice  and  tending  to  promote  the  real 
intereil  of  the  province,  but  he  knew  the  attachment  of 
the  people  to  paper  money  and  fuppofed  it  impracticable. 
The  fpeaker,  however,  laid   the  propofal  before   the 
houfe,  where  it  was  received  with  a  fmile  and  generally 
thought  to  be  an  Utopian  project  and,  rather  out   of 
deference  to  the  fpeaker,  than  from  an  apprehenfion  of 
any  effect,  the  houfe  appointed  a  committee  to  confider 
of  it.     The  committee  treated  it  in  the  fame  manner 
but  reported  that  the  fpeaker  (hould  be  defired  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  confideration  of  the  houfe.     When  this 
came  to  be  known  abroad,  exceptions  were  taken  and  a 
clamour  was  raifed  from  every  quarter.     The  major 
part  of  the  people,  in  number,  were  no  fufferers  by  a 
depreciating  currency,  the  number  of  debtors  is  always 
more  than  the  number  of  creditors,  and  although  debts 
on  fpecialties  had  allowance  made  in  judgments  of  court 
for  depreciation  of  the  bills,  yet  on  fimple  contracts,  of 
which  there  were  ten  to  one   fpecialty,  no  allowance 
was  made.     Thofe  who  were  for  a  fixed  currency  were 
divided.     Some  fuppofed  the  bills  might  be  reduced  to, 
fo  fmall  a  quantity  as  to  be  fixed  and  (table  and,  therefore, 
were  for  redeeming  as  many  by  bills  of  exchange  as 
fliould  be  thought  fuperfluous ;  others  were  for  putting" 
an  end  to  the  bills,  but  in  a  gradual  way,  otherwife  it 
was  faid  a  fatal '  Jhock  would  be  given  to  trade.    This  lafl 
was  the  objection  of  many  men  of  good  fenfe.  Douglafs, 
who  had  wrote  well  upon  the  paper  currency  and  had 
been  the  oracle  of  the  anti-paper  party,  was  among  them 
and,  as  his  manner  was  with  all  who  differed  from  hima 
difcovered  as  much  rancor  againft  the  author  and  pro- 
moters of  this  new   project  as  he  had  done  againft  the 
fraudulent  contrivers  of  paper  money  cmiffions. 
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1747.  The  bills  it  was  faid  had  funk  gradually  in  their  value 
from  6f.  lod.  7  to  60/C  the  ounce,  by  this  means  creditors 
had  been  defrauded,  it  was  but  reafonable  they  mould 
rife  gradually  that  juftice  might  be  done.  But  the  cre- 
ditors and  debtors  would  not  be  the  fame  in  one  inftance 
in  a  thoufand,and  where  this  was  not  the  cafe  the  injury 
was  the  fame,  to  oblige  any  one  to  pay  more  as  to 
receive  lefs  than  was  juflly  due.  Others  were  for  ex- 
changing  the  bills  at  a  lower  rate  than  the  then  current 
price  of  fiver.  The  inhabitants  had  given  credit  to 
the  government,  when  filver  was  at  30/?  the  ounce,  and 
ought  to  be  paid  accordingly.  Two  of  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  Bofton  urged  their  being  exchanged  at  30/.* 
which  would  have  given  a  moff.  unreafonable  profit  to 
the  prefent  poiTeiTbr  who  had  taken  them  at  55  or  6of. 
To  draw  over  fome  of  this  party,  conceifions  were  made 
and  the  bills  were  exchanged  at  $of.  the  ounce  inftead 
of  55  as  was  at  firft  propofed. 

Some  of  the  directors  and  principal  promoters  of  the 
land  bank  fcheme,f  being  at  this  time  members  of  the 
general  court,  unexpectedly  joined  with  the  party  who 
were  for  finifhing  paper  money,  but  the  oppofition  was 
fo  great,  that  after  many  weeks  fpent  in  debating  and 
fettling  the  feveral  parts  of  the  bill  and  a  whole  day's 
debate  at  laft  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe  upon  the 
M  expediency  of  paffing  the  bill,  as  thus  fettled,  it  was 
rejected  and  the  report  of  the  committee  accepted. 

The  houfe,  although  upon  fome  occafions  exceptions 
are  taken  to  motions  and  proceedings  which  come  before 
them  as  not  being  in  parliamentary  form,  yet  are  not 
ftrift  in  conforming  to  fome  of  the  raoft  ufeful  rules  ot 
parliament.  A  bili  or  motion  is  not  only  referred  from 
one  feilion  to  another,  but  a  bill,  after  rejecting  upon  a 
fecond  or  third  reading,  is  fometimes  taken  up  and  paifed 
iuddenly  the  fame  feflion.  They  have  an  order  of  the 
houfe,  that  when  any  affair  has  been  cqpfidered,  it  dial! 
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cot  be  brought  before  the  houfe  again  the  fame  feffion  un-  1747. 
Jefs  there  be  as  full  a  houfe  as  when  it  was  pafTed  upon. 
This,  if  obferved,  would  (till  be  liable  to  inconvenience 
as  any  defigning  perfon  might  take  an  opportunity  upon 
a  change  of  faces,  the  number  being  as  great  as  before, 
fuddenly  to  carry  any  point,  but  even  this  rule,  like 
many  other  of  what  are  called  (landing  orders,  is  too 
frequently  by  votes,  on  particular  occafions,  difpenfed 
with,  which  leffens  the  dignity  of  the  houfe. 

It  feems  to  be  of  no  confequence  to  the  prerogative 
■whether  the  currency  of  a  colony  be  filver  or  paper, 
but  the  royal  inftru&ions  from  time  to  time  for  pre- 
venting a  depreciating  currency,  caufed  meerly  by  a 
gracious  regard  to  the  interefl  of  the  people,  had  gene*  & 
rally  engaged  what  was  called  the  country  party  in 
oppofition  to  them  and  in  favor  of  paper.  It  was  the 
cafe  at  this  time.  However,  the  next  morning,  two  of 
the  members  of  the  houfe  f  zealous  adherers  to  this  party 
and  who  had  been  ftrong  oppofers  of  the  bill,  came 
early  to  the  houfe  to  wait  the  coming  of  the  fpeaker 
and,  in  the  lobby  let  him  know,  that  although  they  were 
not  fatisfied  with  feveral  parts  of  the  bill  yet  they  were 
alarmed  with  the  danger  to  the  province  from  the 
fchemes  of  thofe  perfons  who  were  for  a  gradual  reduc- 
tion of  the  bills  and,  by  that  means,  for  railing  the  value 
of  the  currency  without  any  provifion  for  the  relief  of 
debtors  and,  therefore,  they  had  changed  their  minds  and, 
if  the  bill  could  be  brought  forward  again,  they  would 
gi-ve  their  voice  for  it,  and  others  who  had  oppofed  it 
would  do  the  fame.  The  fpeaker,  who  had  looked  up- 
on any  further  attempt  to  be  to  no  purpofe,  acquainted 
them  that  he  did  not  think  it  proper  to  defireany  of  the 
favorers  of  the  bill  to  move  for  a  reconfideration  of  it, 
inafmuch  as  it  had  been  underflood  and  agreed  in  the 
houfe  the  day  before,  that  if  upon  a  full  debate  had,  the 
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bill  fliould  be  rejected,  no  further  motion  fliould  be  made 
about  it.  AfToon  as  the  houfe  met,  upon  a  motion  by 
one  of  thefe  members  feconded  by  the  other,  the  bill 
was  again  brought  under  confideration  and  patted  the 
houfe  as  it  afterwards  did  the  council  and  had  the  gover- 
nor's confent. 

The  provifion  made  by  this  aft  for  the  exchange  of 
the  bills  and  for  eftabliihing  a  filver  currency  was  alto- 
gether conditional  and  depended  upon  a  grant  of  parlia-* 
rnent  for  reimburfement  of  the  charge  of  the  Cape  Bre* 
ton  expedition.  This  being  at  a  diftance  and  not  abfo- 
lutely  certain,  the  act.  had  no  fudden  effect  upon  the 
minds  of  the  people,  but  when  the  news  of  the  grant 
arrived  the  difcontent  appeared  more  vifible,  and  upon 
the  arrival  of  the  money  there  were  feme  beginnings  of 
tumults,  and  the  authors  and  promoters  of  the  meafurq 
were  threatned.  The  government  pafled  an  a&  with 
a  fevere  penalty  againll  riots,  and  appeared  determined 
to  carry  the  other  a&  for  exchanging  the  bills  into  exe- 
cution. The  apprehenfion  of  a  Jbock  to  trade  proved 
groundlefs ;  the  bills  being  difperfed  through  every  part 
of  the  province,  the  filver  took  place  inftead  of  them,  a 
good  currency  was  infenfibiy  fubflituted  in  the  room  of 
a  bad  one,  and  every  branch  of  buhnefs  was  carried  on 
to  greater  advantage  than  befote.  The  other  govern- 
ments, efpecially  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Ifland,  who  re- 
fufed,  upon  being  invited,  to  conform  their  currency  to 
the  Maffachufets,  felt  a  Jkock  in  their  trade  which  they 
have  not  yet  recovered,  The  latter  had  been  the  im- 
porters,forthe  Maffachufets,of  Weft  India  goods  for  many 
years,  which  ceafed  at  once.  New-Hampfhire,  after 
fbme  years,  revived  its  bufinefs  and  increafed  their  trade 
in  Englilh  goods,  which  formerly  they  had  been  fupplied 
with  from  the  MafTachuieu.  Perhaps,  they  have 
rather  exceeded, 

Wfi 
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We  fliall  finifli  this  fecond  part  of  our  hiftory  with  a  1749- 
few  remarks  upon  the  trade  of  the  province  at  this  day, 
compared  with  its  trade  in  1692. 

The  other  governments  of  New-England,  fixty  or 
feventy  years  ago,  imported  no  Englifh  goods,  or  next 
to  none,  directly  from  England,  they  were  fupplied  by 
the  MafTachufets  trader.  Now  although  our  trade  with 
GreatBritain,upon  the  whole,  is  fuppofed  to  caufe  no  ad- 
dition to  our  wealth,  yet,  at  lead  fo  far  as  we  are  the 
channel  for  conveying  fupplies  of  goods  to  the  other  co- 
lonies for  their  consumption,  a  benefit  undoubtedly  ac- 
crues. New  Hampihire,  by  their  convenient  fituation 
were  induced  to  become  their  own  importers  in  a  great 
meafure  fome  years  before  the  alteration  of  our  curren- 
cy. They  made  their  returns  by  {hipping  lumber,  &c. 
eafier  than  we  did.  At  prefent,  they  probably  import 
Englifh  goods  equal  to  their  confumption.  Connecticut, 
until  we  abolifhed  our  bills  of  credit  and  theirs  with 
them,  continued  their  trade  with  us  for  Englifh  goods, 
but  foon  after  turned  great  part  of  their  trade  to  New- 
York,  and  fome  perfons  became  importers  from  England. 
They  foon  difcovered  their  error.  The  produce  of 
New- York  is  fo  much  the  fame  with  that  of  Connecticut 
that  the  MafTachufets  market  will  always  be  the  befl. 
The  importer  finds  it  more  difficult  to  make  his  returns 
to  England  from  Connecticut  than  from  the  MafTachu- 
fets. Connecticut  trade  therefore  foon  returned  to  the 
flare  it  had  formerly  been  in. 

Rhode-Island,  in  part,  became  their  own  im- 
porters alfo,  which  they  ftill  continue. 

For  the  other  colonies  on  the  continent.  Between 
South- Carolina  and  the  MafTachufets,  there  never  has 
been  any  confiderable  trade.  The  chief  benefit  from 
that  colony  has  been  the  affording  freights  for  our  (hips 
in  the  European  trade. 

North-Carolina,  Virginia,  Maryland,  the  Jerfeys  and 
Penfylvania,  until  within  20  or  30  years,  ufed  tofurnifh 
Vis  with  provifions  for  which  we  paid  them  in  Weft  India 

and 
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a 749.  and  fometimes  Englilh  goods  and  with  our  own  produce 
and  manufactures.  Philadelphia  of  lare  is  become  the 
mart  for  the  grain  of  great  part  of  Maryland,  which  thej 
manufacture  into  flour  and  fuppiy  the  Maflachufets, 
Rhode  Ifiand  and  New-Hamp(hire,  and  take  little  or  no 
pay  in  return  but  money  and  bills  of  exchange.  It  feems 
agreed  that  the  fcuthern  colonies  as  far  as  Virginia  are 
defigned  by  nature  for  grain  countries.  It  behoves  us 
therefore,  eicher  like  the  Dutch  for  the  other  nations  in 
Europe,  to  become  carriers  for  them  with  our  (hipping, 
or  to  contrive  fome  articles  of  produce  or  manufacture 
for  barter  or  exchange  with  them,  rather  than  in  vain  to 
attempt  railing  to  more  advantage  than  they  do,  what  na- 
ture has  peculiarly  formed  them  for. 

Our  trade  with  the  Weft  India  iflands  was  much 
more  profitable  to  us,  from  the  beginning  of  king  Wil-? 
iiam's  to  the  end  of  Queen  Anne's  war  with  France, 
than  at  any  time  dnce,  Everfmce  the  peace  of  Utrecht  it 
has  been  continually  growing  worfe.  Barbados  required, 
then,  more  northern  produce  than  it  does  now.  The 
other  iiiands,  except  Jamaica,  have  very  little  increafed 
their  demand.  From  the  growth  of  the  northern  colo- 
nies and  the  new  methods  of  living,  the  produce  of  the 
iiiands  is  more  than  double  the  price  it  ufed  to  be.  Per- 
haps tea  and  colTee,  alone,  caufe  as  great  confumption  of 
iugar  as  all  other  ufes,  to  which  it  was  applied,  did  for- 
merly. The  produce  of  the  northern  colonies  is  as  low 
in  the  iflands  as  ever  it  was.  Formerly  their  demand  for 
northern  produce  not  only  afforded  us  in  return,  rum, 
iugar  and  MolafTes  fufficient  for  our  own  confumption, 
but  left  a  furplus  which,  in  war  time  efpecially,  every 
year  gave  freight  to  (hips  from  Bofton  to  England,  and 
paid  our  debts  there  or  procured  a  fuppiy  of  goods  from 
thence,  whereas,  at  this  day,  the  whole  fuppiy  of  northern 
produce*  to  the  firitifh  iiiands  will  not  pay  for  one  half 
die  Weil  India  goods  confumed  or  ufed  in  the  northern 
colonies.  The  trade  to  the  Dutch  colonies,  it  is  true,  is 
.ce  incrcaied  and  our   goods  from  time  to  ;ime  find 

their 
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their  way  into  the  French  iflands,  fometiraes  through  1 749- 
the  Dutch,  at  other  times,  when  French  neceflity  calls 
for  them,  by  permiffion  or  other  contrivances,  and  by  this 
means  we  are  able  to  procure  the  Weft  India  goods  we 
want  for  our  confumption  over  and  above  what  we  can 
obtain  in  pay  for  our  produce  from  our  own  iflands. 
Britain  herfelf  funers,with  her  northern  colonies,and  pays 
dearly  by   the  advanced  price  of  fugar,  rum,  &c.     The 
Weftindians,  notwkhftanding,  are  continually  endeavoring 
to  reftrain  our  trade  with  the  foreign  iflands  and  colonies. 
If  they  could  take  of  our  produce  as  much  as  we  have 
occafion  for  of  theirs  it  would  appear  lefs  unreafonable, 
or  if,  by  our  trade  with  the  foreign  colonies,  the  price  of 
the  produce  of  our  own  iflands  had  fallen  below  the  for- 
mer rates  they  might  have  colour  for  complaint;  but  when 
the  vent  for  northern  produce  by   means  of  the  great 
increafe  of  the  northern  colonies,  bears  no  proportion, 
from  any  one  of  them,  to  what  it  did  formerly,  and  yet 
the  produce  of  the  iflands  is  double  the  price  it  was  for- 
merly and  their  eftates  raifed  to  more  than  five  times 
the  value,  it  muft  be  unreafonable   to  burden  not  only 
the  inhabitants  of  the  northern  colonies  but  of  Great- 
Britain  alfo  with  a  ftill  further  advanced  price  of  Weft- 
India  goods,  and  all  to  aggrandize  the  Weft-India  plan- 
ters.    Such  a  burden  would  infallibly  be  the  effecl:  of  a 
rigid  execution  of  the  laws  reftraining  or  incumbering 
our  trade  with  the  French   and  Dutch  colonies.     But 
this  is  not  all.     If  our  trade  with  the  foreign  colonies  be 
iuppreffed  and  our  fupplies  of  Weft-India  goods  are  con- 
fined to  our  own  iflands,  the  balance  above    what  they 
require  of  our  produce,  muft  be  paid  them  in  filver  and 
gold  or  exchange  upon  England,   either  of  which  muft 
leifen  our  returns  to  England  and  will  probably  leftea 
our  confumption  of  their  manufactures.     Charlevoix  fays 
the  French   of  Canada   live  well   if  they  can  get  fine 
cloaths,  if  not  they  retrench  from  the  table  to  adcrn  the 
perion.     I  think  the  Englifh  colonics  would  rather  abate 
from  their  drefs  than  from  their  punch,  tea.  coffee,  &c. 
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If  the  queftion  be,  which  is  mod  for  the  intereft  of 
the  Britifti  dominions  in  general,  to  retrain  the  French 
American  trade  or  to  give  it  all  poftibie  encouragement, 
it  muft  be  given  in  favor  of  encouragement.  The 
fpeedy  fettiement  of  this  vaft  continent  is  generally  fup- 
pofed  to  be  advantageous  to  Great-Britain.  Every  new 
houfe,  new  farm  and  new  fubjecl:  adds  to  the  confumption 
of  Britiili  manufactures.  Nothing  more  contributes  to. 
this  fpeedy  fettiement  than  a  vent  for  the  lumber,  a  great 
help  in  clearing  the  lands  near  the  fea  and  upon  naviga- 
ble rivers,  and  for  provifions  the  produce  of  fettlements 
when  made.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  admit  that  raifmg 
the  price  of  Weft- India  produce  tends  to  increafe  the 
number  of  plantations  in  the  iflands,  yet,  thofe  plantar 
tions,  although  more  valuable,  will  never  bear  any  pro- 
portion in  number  to  the  plantations  and  fettlements 
upon  the  continent,  and  the  increafe  of  white  fubjecls 
will  be  ftiil  lefs  in  proportion.  Blacks  eat  and  drink 
nothing  and  wear  next  to  nothing,  of  Britifti  manufacture. 

There  has  been  a  great  alteration  in  our  trade  with 
Great-Britain.  At  the  beginning  of  thra  period  and 
until  within  30  or  40  years  paft,  merchants  and  manu- 
facturers in  England  (hipped  goods  upon  their  own 
accounts,  which  were  fold  here  upon  commiftion, 
and  although  there  was  appearance  of  profit  from  the 
fa!es,yet  by  the  lofs  upon  returns,  moft  adventurers  in  a 
courfe  of  years  were  great  lofers,  Di Teeming  perfons 
in  London  when  they  faw  a  man  going  deep  into  trade 
to  the  colonies  would  pronounce  him  ihort  lived. 

The  trade  is  now  upon  a  more  certain  footing  for 
the  people  of  England.  Few  goods  are  fent  to  be  fold 
upon  commiftion.  The  manufacturer  depends  upon  the 
merchant  in  England  for  his  pay.  The  merchant  re- 
ceives his  commiftion  and  generally  agrees  with  his  cor- 
refpondent,  for  whom  he  is  in  advance,  in  the  colonies 
that  after  6  or  9  months  credit,  if  payment  be  not  made, 
intereft  (hall  be  allowed.  Bad  debts  muft  be  expected 
more-  or  Jefs  in  all  extenfive  trade,     Perhaps  they  are 
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Slot  more  frequent  m  the  colonies  than  among  the  fike  r749 
number  of  traders  in  England. 

The  cod  and  whale  fifhery  are  in  a  mofeflourifhing 
flate  than  formerly.  The  teffels  employed  in  cod  fifh- 
ing  have  been  more  numerous,  but  they  were  fmail 
fhallops  and  one  of  the  fchooners  now  employed  in  that 
fifhery  take  as  much  fifh  in  a  feafon  as  two  fhallops  ufed 
to  do  * 

The  French  are  fuppofed  to  maintain  a  fifherman  af 
lefs  expence  than  the  Englifh.  Be  it  fo,  the  Englifh 
catch  arid  make  their  fifh  at  lefs  expence  than  theFrench 
notwithstanding.  Five  or  fix  well  fed  Marblehead  or 
Cape  Ann  men  catch  as  much  fifh  as  1  o  or  1 2  meagre 
French  men  in  the  fame  time.  The  French  find  their 
account  in  taking  what  they  call  their  muid  or  mud  fifh 
when  the  Englifh  cannot.  This  is  owing  ro  the  vent 
which  the  French  markets  afford  for  that  fort  of  fifh. 
In  what  they  call  a  fedentaire  and  we  a  fhore  fifhery 
we  (hall  always  outdo  them,  unlefs  the  ports  of  thz 
other  nations  in  Europe  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  French 
fhould  be  fliut  againft  us.  If  every  family  in  Britain 
fhould  make  one  dinner  in  a  week  upon  New-England 
cod  fifh  it  would  cauie  an  amazing  increase  of  the  con- 
fumption  of  Britifh  manufactures. 

It  is  certain  that  before  the  war  of  1744  theFrench 
fifhery  declined.  They  ufed  to  go  from  Loirifburgh 
to  Canfo  and  buy  the  Englifli  fifh  for  the  French  Euro- 
pean markets,  becaufe  it  came  cheaper  to  them  than 
thev  could  catch  and  make  it. 

The  increafe  of  the  confumption  of  oyl  by  lamps  as 
well  as  by  divers  manufa clares  in  Europe  has  been  no 
fmall  encouragement  to  our  whale  fifhery.  The  fiou- 
rifhing  flate  of  the  iiland  of  Nantucket  muft:  be  attributed 
to  ir.  The  cod  and  whale  fifhery,  being  the  principal 
fource  of  our  returns  to  Great-Britain,  are  therefore 
Worthy  not  only  of  provincial  but  national  attention. 

Formerly 

*  The  fafhion  of  the  ricking  and  falls  of  a  fchooner  is  challenged 
as  a  New- England  invention,  the  firft  is  laid  to  have  been  buil: 
at  Cape  Ann,  about  the  year  1714,  by  Cap;,  Andrew  Robinfc*v« 
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Formerly  the  trade  to  Newfoundland  was  valuable; 
The  increafe  of  the  northern  colonies  has  carried  from 
us  great  part  of  the  fupplies  we  ufed  to  make.  Our  late 
began  commerce  with  Nova-Scotia  is  valuable  but  will 
not  compen fate  for  this  lofs. 

The  manufacture  of  pot  afli  promifes  great  benefit 
to  the  colonies.  It  is  to  be  wifhed,  they  may  meet  with 
no  difcouragemetit.  Frauds  in  package  and  adulteration 
cannot  be  of  any  long  continuance.  The  lead  that  can 
be  done  by  every  government^  where  it  is  manufactured, 
is  a  law  to  compel  every  perfon  to  fet  his  name  and  the 
name  of  the  town  where  he  lives  upon  the  cafkin 
which  he  packs  his  pot-afh.  This  will  go  a  great  way 
towards  preventing  fraud*  Should  the  Ruffia  traders 
combine  to  underfell  thofe  who  import  from  America,yet 
it  will  beconfidered  that  the  Ruffia  trade  is  drawing  every 
year  from  the  nation  a  large  balance  in  bullion,  whereas 
xhe  increafe  of  imports  from  the  colonies  only  tends  to 
an  increafe  of  national  exports,  and  the  body  of  the 
nation  will  combine  againft  the  Ruffia  traders; 

I  remember  one  advantage  from  paper  money.  Upon 
the  depreciation,  from  time  to  time,  the  wages  of  feamen 
and  the  rate  at  which  coaffing  velTels  and  others  were 
hired  did  not  immediately  rife  in  proportion  to  the  rile 
q^  filver  and  exchange  with  London  and  other  parts  of 
the  world.  We  were  thus  led  to  employ  our  veflels  as 
carriers  to  and  from  many  parts  of  the  continent,  the 
Weft-Indies  and  Europe  becaufe  we  let  them  upon 
cheaper  freight  and  hire  than  any  other  colony  would 
do.  The  war  in  1744  gave  a  turn  to  this  part  of  bufi* 
nefs*  but  we  may  learn  from  what  happened  then,  with- 
out any  premeditated  plan  or  defign^  what  we  are  capa- 
ble of,  viz.  navigating  our  veflels,  efpecially  if  further 
improvements  be  made  in  the  conftruclion  o1^  them,  with 
fo  little  expence  as,  like  the  Dutch  in  Europe,  to  become 
carriers  for  America.  The  advantage,  in  this  particular 
inftance,  of  the  reduction  of  the  price  of  labour  fhews  us 

what 
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■Ct-hat  improvements  might  be  made  in  other  branches  of  1749. 
trade  and  manufacture  if  ever   it  lliould  be  reduced  in 
proportion  to  the  price  in  Europe,  compared  with  the 
price  of  the  neceffaries  of  life. 

It  was  hard  parting  with  a  free  open  trade  to  all 
parts  of  the  world  which  the  Maffachufets  carried  on 
before  the  prefent  charter.  The  principal  acts  of  par- 
liament were  made  many  years  before,  but  there  was  no 
ciiflomhoufe  eftablifhed  in  the  colony  nor  any  authority 
anxious  for  carrying  thofe  acts  into  execution.  It  was 
feveral  years  after  the  new  charter,  before  they  were 
generally  obferved.  If  we  are  under  no  other  obliga- 
tions, we  certainly  enjoy  and  cannot  fubfift  without  the 
protection  of  our  mother  country,  over  our  trade  at  fea, 
our  perfonat  eftate  aftiore*  tfye  territory  itfejf,  our  liberties 
and  lives.  It  is  owing,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  the  taxes, 
duties  and  excifes,  the  confequences  of  an  enormous  load 
of  debt,  that  the  manufactures  of  England  come  deafer  to 
us  than  thofe  of  other  countries.  Great  part  of  tnis  debt 
was  incurred  by  our  immediate  protection.  Shall  wc 
think  much  of  Glaring  in  the  burden  when  we  have  been 
fo  great  fharers  in  the  benefit  ?  There  is  no  way  in 
which  we  can  more  effectually  contribute  to  the  national 
relief  than  by  fubmitting  to  regulations  and  reftraints 
upon  our  trade,  and  yet  no  way  in  which  we  fliould 
be  fo  little  fenfible  of  it. 

It  has  been  the  general  voice  that  our  trade  to 
GreauBritain  mould  be  contracted  and  that  our  inhabi- 
tants fliould  be  employed  in  the  fame  kind  or  manufac- 
tures we  import  from  thence,  .the  materials  for  molt  of 
which  we  have  or  may  have  within  ourfelves. 

The  great  creator  of  the  univerfe  in  infinite  wifdom, 

has  fo  formed  the  earth   that  different  parts  of  it,  from 

the  foil,  climate, &c.  are  adapted  to  different  produce,  and 

he   fo  orders  and  difpofes  the  genius,  temper,  numbers 

her  circunrftances  relative  to  the  inhabitants  as  to 

render 
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1749.  render  fome  employments  peculiarly  proper   for   one 
country,  and  others  for  another,  and  by  this  provision  a 
mutual  intercourfe  is  kept  up  between  the  different  parts 
of  the  globe.   It  would  be  folly  in  a  Virginian  to  attempt 
a  plantation  of  rice  for  the  fake  of  having  all  he  confumes 
from  the   produce   of  his  own  labour,  when   South- 
Carolina,  by  nature,  is  peculiarly  defigned  for  rice,  and 
capable  of  fupplying  one  half  the  world.     Old  countries, 
flocked  with  people,  are  ordinarily  beit  adapted  to  manu- 
factures. Would  it  be  theintereft  of  New  England,  whilft 
thin  of  people,  to  turn  their  attention  from  the  whale, 
cod,  mackarel  and  herring  fifhery,  their  lumber  trade 
and  (hip  building,  which  require  but  few  hands  compared 
-    with  many  other  forts  of  bufmefs,  to  fuch  manufactures 
as  are  now  imported  from  Great  Britain,  or  to  take  their 
fons  from  clearing  the  land  and  turning  an  uncultivated 
wildernefs   into  pleafant  and  profitable  fields,  and  (et 
them  to  fpinning,  weaving  and  the  like  employments  ? 
I  do  not  mean  to  difcourage  any  perfons  who  cannot 
improve  their  time  to  greater  advantage  from  employing 
themfelves  and  families,  in  any  branch   of  manufacture 
whatfoever.     Idlenefs  is  the  certain  parent  of  vice.     In- 
duftry,  introduced,  will  ordinarily  tend  to  produce  a 
change  of  manners.     A  general  philanthropy  will  in- 
duce us  to  delight  in  and  contribute  to  the  happinefs 
of  every  part  of  the  human  race,  by  which  we  our  felves 
are  no  fufFerers  ;  the  (late  from  whence  we  fprang  and 
upon  which  we  ftill  depend  for  protection,   may  juftly 
expect  to  be  diftinguifhed  by  us,  and  that  we  fliouki 
delight  in  and  contribute  to  its  profperity,  beyond  ail 
other  parts  of  the  globe. 
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NUMBER      I. 

A  Summary  of  the  affairs  of  the  colony  of 
New-Plimouth,  from  the  firft  fettlemcnt  until 
the  incorporation  with  Mafiachufets-Bay,  &c. 
in  one  province. 

THE  firft  fettlers  cf  New-Plimouth,  as  we  have 
obferved  in  out  hiftory  of  the  Maffachufets 
colony,  wcnr.  in  the  beginning  of  the  1 7th 
century,  from  England  to  Holland.  Their  re- 
ftj'ova!  to  Holland  was  attended  with  no  fmall  difficulty 
and  hazard.  One  of  the  company  *  gives  this  account  ' 
of  it.  "  There  was  a  large  company  of  them  propofed 
"  to  get  paffage  at  Boflon  in  Lincolnihire  and,  for  thai 
"  end,  had  hired  a  (hip  wholly  to  themfelves,  and  made 
"  agreement  with  the  mailer  to  be  ready  at  a  certain  day, 
"  and  take  them  arid  their  goods  in  at  a  convenient  place, 
"  Where  accordingly  they  would  all  attend  in  readinefs, 
"  So  after  long  waiting  and  large  expe'nee,  tho'  he  kept 
*'  not  day  with  them,  yet  became  at  length  and  took  them 
"  in,  in  the  night.  But  when  he  had  them  and  their 
u  goods  aboard  he  betrayed  them,  having  before  hand 
*  coin-plotted  with  the  fearchers  and  other  officers  fo  to 
"  do,  who  took  them  and  put  them  into  open  boats  2tnd 
"  then  rifled  and  ranfacked  them,iearching  them  to  their 
u  fhirts  for  money,  yea  even  the  women,  further  then 
"  became  modefly,  and  then  carried  them  back  into  the 
M  town,  and  made  them  a  fpeflacle  and  wonder  to  the 
Yol.  II.  Gg  "multitude, 
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■  multitude,  which  came  flocking  on  all  fides  to  behold 
"  them.  Being  thus,  firft  by  the  catch- poles,  rifled  and 
"  flript  of  their  money,  books  and  much  other  good?; 
"  they  were  pre  fen  ted  to  the  magiftrates,and  meffengers 
"  fe-nt  to  inform  the  lords  of  the  council  of  them,  and 
"  fo  they  were  committed  to  ward.     Indeed  the  magif- 

*  trates  ufed  them  courteoufly  and  (hewed  tliem  what 
"  favor  they  could,  but  could  not  deliver  them  till  order 
"  came  from  the  council  table,  but  the  iffue  was  that, 
"  after  a  month's  imprifonment,  the  greateft  part  were 
"  difmiffed  and  fent  to  the  places  from  whence  they 
"  came,  but  feven  of  the  principal  men  were  ft  ill  kept 
•*  in  prifon  and  bound  over  to  the  aflizes.     The  next 

*  fpring  after  there  was  another  attempt  made,  by  fome 
"  of  thefe  and  others,  to  get  over  at  another  place.    And 

*  fo  it  fell  out  that  they  light  of  a  dutchman   at   Hull, 
"  having  a  fhip  of  his  own  belonging  to  Zealand.     They 
"  made  agreement  with    him   and  acquainted  him  with 
"  their  condition,  hoping  to  lind  more  faithfulnefs  in  him 
"  than  in  the  former  of  their  own  nation.     He  bad  them 
"  not  fear,  for  he  would  do  well  enough.     He  was  by 
"  appointment,  to  take  them  in  between   Grimflone  and 
*'  Hull,  where  was  a  large  common  a  good  way  diftant 
"  from  any  town.     Now  again  ft   the  prefixed  time,  the 
"  women  and  children,  with  the  goods,  were  fent  to  the 
"  place  in  a  final  1  barke,  which  they  had  hired  for  that 
"  end,  and  the  men  were  to  meet  them  by  land,  but  it 
"  fo  feii  out  that  they  were  there  a  day  before  the  fhip 
"  came  and,  the  fea  being  rough  and  the  women  very 
"  fick,  prevailed  with  the  feamen  to  put  into  a  creek  hard 
"  by,  where  they  lay  on  ground  at  low  water.     The 
"  next  morning  the  fhip  came,  but  they  were    faft  and 
"  could  not  ftir  till  about  noon.     In  the  mean  time,  the 
"■(hip  mailer,  perceiving  how  the  matter  was,  fent  his 
"  boat  to  get  the  men  aboard  whom  he  faw  ready,  walk- 
"  ing  about  the  fliore,  but  after  the  firft  boat  full  was  got 
"  aboard  and  the  was  ready  to  go  for  more,  the  mailer 
*  efpied  a  great  company  both  horfe  and  foot,  with  bills 

and 
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**  arid  guns  and  other  weapons,  for  the  Country  was  raifecl 
"  to  take  them.  The  dntchmari,  feeing  that,  fwore  his 
*  country  oath  '  facramente'  and,  having  the  wind  fair, 
"  weighed  anchor,  hoifted  fails  and  away. — After  endur- 
"  inga  fearful  florm  at  fea  for  14  days  or  more,  7  whereof 
"  they  never  faw  fun  moon  nor  (tars,  and  being  driven 
"  near  the  coafl  of  Norway,  they  arrived  at  their  defired 
"''  haven,  where  the  people  came  flocking,  admiring 
"  their  deliverance,  the  ftorm  hating  been  fo  long  and 
"  fore,  in  Which  much  hurt  had  been  done,  as  the  matter's 
il  friends  related  to  him  in  their  congratulations*  The 
"  reft  of  the  men  that  were  in  greater!  danger  made  a 
"  fhift  to  efcape  away  before  the  troop  could  furprize 
"  them,  thofe  only  flaying  that  bed  might  be  affiilingun- 
"  to  the  women.  But  pitiful  it  was  to  fee  the  heavy  cafe 
"  of  thefe  poor  women  in  diftrefs ;  what  weeping  and 
u  crying  on  every  fide,  fome  for  their  hufbands  that  were 
<l  carried  away  in  the  (hip,  others  not  knowing  what 
*•  fhould  become  of  them  and  their  little  ones,  crying  for 
"  fear  and  quaking  with  Cold.  Being  apprehended,  they* 
i(  were  hurried  from  one  place  to  another  till,  in  the  end, 
"  they  knew  not  what  to  do  with  them  ;  for,  to  impri- 
"  fon  fo  many  women  with  their  innocent  children  for 
"  no  other  caufe,  many  of  them,  but  that  they  would  go 
"  with  their  hufbands,' feemed  to  be  unreafonable  and  all 
"  would  cry  out  of  them,  and  to  fend  them  home  again 
"  was  as  difficult,  for  they  alledged,  as  the  truth  was, 
"  they  had  no  homes  to  go  to,  for  they  had  either  fold 
"  or  otherwife difpofed  of  their  houfes  arid  livings:  To 
"  be  fnort,  after  they  had  been  thtts  turmoiled  a  good 
"  while  and  conveyed  from  one  conflable  to  another 
"they  were  glad  to  be  rid  of  them  in  the  end  upon  any 
"  terms  though,  in  the  mean  time,  they  poor  fouls  ei> 
"  dured  mifery  enough." 

After  eleven  or  twelve  years  refideiice  in  Holland, 
in  which  time  they  had  contention  among  themfelves 
and  divided  and  became  two  churches  or  congregations, 
one  of  the  congregations,  whofe  minifter  was  Mr.  John 

O  g  2  Rob:nfcf); 
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Robinfon,  determined  to  remove  to  America.  There 
were  many  obftacles  in  their  way  and  it  took  up  feveral 
years  of  their  pilgrimage*  to  make  the  neceffary  prepa* 
rations  for  fuch  an  undertaking.  At  length,  in  the 
year  1620,  about  one  half  the  congregation  embarked 
firft  from  Holland  to  England,  where  two  (hips  were 
ready  to  receive  them  and  they  actually  failed  at  a  very 
feafonable  time,  but  meeting  with  contrary  winds  and 
one  of  the  {hips  proving  leaky,  they  put  back  and  were 
obliged  to  leave  her  with  part  of  their  company  behind,- 
rhe  other  fhip  proceeding  upon  her  voyage  hue  in  the 
year,  fo  that  it  was  about  the  8th  or  9th  of  November 
before  they  made  the  ccaft  cf  America,  and  falling 
more  to  the  northward  than  they  intended  they  made 
another  attempt  to  fail  further  fouthward,  but  meeting 
with  contrary  winds  and  hazardous  ftioaJsthey  were  glad 
to  put  into  the  harbour  of  Cape  Cod,f  determined  to 
winter  in  the  molt  convenient  place  they  could  find. 
This  difappointment  was  grievous  to  them  but,  before 
fpring,  they  confidered  it  as  a  favorable  providence. 
They  were  (o  reduced  in  the  winter  by  fickneis  and  death 
that  they  fuppofed  they  mult  have  fallen  a  facrifice  to 
the  Indians  upon  Hudfon's  river,  where  they  propofed 
to  begin  a  colony.  The  matter,  or  pi  lot,  it  is  faid,  bribed 
by  the  Dutch  Weft-India  company,  had  engaged,  at  all 

events, 

*  I  thiskl  may  with  lingular  propriety  call  their  lives  a  pilgri- 
mage. Molt  of  them  left  England  about  the  year  1 609,  after 
the  truce  with  the  Spaniards,  young  men  between  20  and  30 
years  of  age  :  They  fpent  near  12  years,  (trangers  among  the 
Dutch,  hVft,  at  Amfterdain,  afterward ^  at  Leyden.  After 
having  arrived  to  the  meridian  of  lrfe,  the  delining  parf  was 
to  be  fpent  in  another  world,  among  favages,  of  whom  every 
European  muft  have  received  a  moft  unfavorable  if  not  formi- 
dable idea.     Tantu?n  religio  potuit  fuaders, 

•f*  November  10th.  Cape  God  was  the  name  which  Gofnold  gave 
it  in  1692.  Smith  afterwards  called  it  Cape  James,  but  the 
firft  name  having  obtained  among  Teamen  the  other  could  not 
prevail  againft  it.  Both  French  and  Dutch  called  it  Malebar 
for  a  long  time,  their  writers  do  fo  perhaps  to  this  day,  from  a 
fiiipwre-ck  there. 
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events,  not  to  land  them  at  Hudfon's  river,  but  they  were 
determined  upon  it  and  earlier  in  the  year  he  would 
have  found  it  very  difficult  to  have  diverted  them. 

The  (hip  lay  five  weeks  in  Cape  Cod  harbour.  They 
could  not  expert  to  find  a  better  harbour,  but  the  land 
was  of  no  value.  The  paffetigers  were  employed,  fome 
times  travelling  by  land  fomerimes  by  water,  in  fearch  of 
fome  other  harbour  where  there  was  better  land,  but 
could  find  none  capable  of  receiving  veffels  of  any  bur- 
den. At  length,  December  6th,  they  refolved  upon 
one  attempt  more  and,  after  coafting  many  leagues,  a 
violent  {form  arofe  and  their  pilot  made  for  the  firft 
harbour  which  he  fuppofed  to  be  Sagaquabe,  where  he 
was  well  acquainted,  but  foon  found  himfelf  in  a  cove* 
full  of  breakers,  and  crying  out,  'my  eyes  neverfawthis 
place  before/  would  have  run  the  (haliop  afhore  before 
the  wind,  if  a  (lout  feaman  who  was  at  the  helm  had  not 
cailed  to  the  oars  men,  *  about  with  her  if  you  are  men/ 
and  by  this  means  he  faved  their  lives,  for  he  difcovered 
an  opening  or  found  ahead  and,  in  a  fliort  time,  run  the 
boat  under  the  lee  of  an  ifland  now  well  known  by  the 
name  of  Clark's  ifland.  Here  they  rode  out  the  ftorm 
and  in  the  morning  went  afhore,  kindled  a  fire  and  reftS 
ed,  it  being  the  firft  day  of  the  week.  The  next  day 
they  founded  many  parts  of  the  harbour  and  found  good 
water  for  Chips  and  were  pleafed  with  the  land,  and 
judged  it  the  bed  place  they  had  feen,  and  the  Indian 
cornfields  round  the  harbour  encouraged  them  that  they 
jfhould  be  able  alio  to  raife  bread  for  their  fupport. 
Upon  their  return  to  thefhip  with  this  good  news,  they 
weighed  anchor  and  the  whole  company  arrived  the  1 6th 
of  December.  The  whole  number  exclufive  of  the 
mariners,  amounted  to  ioi,  about  one  fourth  part  heads 
of  families,  the  reft  wives,  children  and  fervants.  They 
fuppofed  feme  at  leaft  of  the  company  which  they  left 
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behind  in  England,  and  mofl  of  the  congregation  in 
Leyden,  with  Mr.  Robinfon  the  minifter,*  would  follow  \ 
and  this  feems  to  have  been  the  whole  number  expetted, 
upon  their  plan,  for  compleating  the  colony. 

They 

P  Thirty  five  did  arrive  the  9th  of  November  the  next  year,  but 
their  minifter  never  came.  He  encouraged  them  from  year  to 
year  and  ieems  to  have  been  prevented  by  difappcintments  from 
thofe  in  EngIand,who  undertook  to  provide  for  the  paffage  of 
him  and  his  congregation,  until  the  year  1625,  when  he  died 
and  his  congregation  difperfed, although  fome  found  their  way 
to  their  brethren  before  and  ibme  after  his  death.  He  was  at 
firft  a  thorough  feperatift,  and  Mr.  Hubbard  fays  "  was  tran- 
f  fported  with  their  principles  fo  far  as  to  publiih  his  opinions 
**  againft  hearing  any  of  the  preachers  of  the  church  of  England 
««  were  they  never  fo  learned  and  pious,  but  afterwards  ac- 
•c  knowledged  his  error  in  a  judicious  and  godly  difcourfe"  &c» 
He  is  faid  to  have  been  a  man  of  good  learning  and  of  a  bene- 
volent difpofition.  Mr.  Bradford  relates  an  anecdote  which 
fhews  him,as  well  as  their  congregation  in  general, to  have  been 
in  no  {mall  efteem  among  the  dutch.  "  The  magistrates  of  the 
*c  city  about  the  time  of  their  coming  away,  or  a  little  before,  in 
fl  the  public  place  of  juftice,  gave  this  commendable  teltimony 
«*  of  them  in  the  reproof  of  the  Walloons  who  were  oi  theFrench 
**  church  in  the  city.  Thefe  Englifh,  faid  they,  have  lived 
«'  among  us  now  thefe  12  years  and  yet  We  never  had  any  fait 
*'  or  accufation  come  againft  any  of  them,  but  your  Itrifes 

«'  and  quarrels  are  continual  &c. In  thefe  times  alfo  were 

ff  great  troubles  raifed  by  the  Arminians,who,  as  they  greatly 
*«  molefted  the  whole  ftate,  i'o  this  city,  in  which  was  the  chief 
«4  univerfity,  in  particular,  and  the  two  profelfors  or  divinity 
«'  readers  themfelves  were  divided  in   their  opinions,   the  one 

-  "  teaching  for  it  and  the  other  againft  it. — Epifcopius,  the 
•'  Arminian  profeftbr,  put  forth  his  beft  ftrength  and  fet  forth 
"  fundry  thefes  which  by  publick  difpute  he  would  defend 
"  againft  all  men.  Now  Po!iander,the  other  proreiFor,and  the 
*c  chief  preachers  of  the  city,  defired  Mr.  Robinfon  to  difpute 
*•'  againft  him,  but  he  was  loth  being  a  ftranger,  yet  the  other 
*}  did  importune  him  and  told  him  that  fuch  was  the  abilities 
"  and  nimblenefs  of  the  adverfary  that  the  truth  would  fuffer 
"  if  he  did  not  help  them,  {o  that  he  condefccnded  and  pre- 
•*  pared  himfejf  againft  the  time,  and  when  the  day  came  the? 
"  Lord  did  fo  help  him  to  defend  the  truth  and  foil  his  adver- 
*'  rary  as  he  put  him  to  an  apparent  nonplus  in  this  great  and 
\\  jp  ablic  audience.,  and  Co  he  did  a  fecend  and  a  third  time  up- 

••  on 
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They  bad  obtained  a  grant  of  part  of  tbe  continent 
near  Hudfon's  river,  before  the  year  1620,  and  expected 
to  be  under  the  government  of  the  colony  in  Virginia, 
but  before  they  embarked  they  heard  that  the  lands 
within  their  grant  were  made  part  of  a  new  patent  to  the 
council  of  Plimouth  in  Devon,  fo  that  they  were  going 
into  a  part  of  the  world  where  there  was  no  government 
fubfiiiing  by  authority  from  any  European  ftate,  nor  did 
they  carry  other  powers  or  authority  with  them  than 
what  each  of  them  brought  into  the  world. 

They  were  convinced,  upon  their  pafTage,  that  they 
could  not  long  fubfift  without  government.  Some  of 
the  inferior  clafs  among  them  muttered  that,  when  they 
fliould  get  afhore,  one  man  would  be  as  good  as  another, 
and  they  would  do  what  feemed  good  in  their  own  eyes. 
This  led  the  graver  fort  to  con  fid  er  how  to  prevent  it, 
and,  for  this  purpofe,  they  prepared  the  following  inftru* 
ment  for  every  man  to  fign  before  he   landed. 

"  TN  the  name  of  God  amen.  We  whofe  names  are 
*  i-  underwritten,  the  loyal  fubje&s  of  our  dread  fove- 
**  reign  lord  king  James,  by  the  grace  of  God  of  Grea;- 
<*  Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  king,  defender  of  the  faith 
f*  &c.  Having  undertaken  for  the  glory  of  God  and 
*'  advancement  of  the  chriftian  faith,  and  honor  of  our 
"  king  and  country,  a  voyage  to  plant  the  firft  colony  in 
"  the  northern  parts  of  Virginia,  do  by  thefe  prefents, 
"  folemnly  and  mutually  in  the  prefenceof  God  and  one 
"  of  another,  covenant  and  combine  ourfelves  together 
"  into  a  civil  body  politick  for  our  better  ordering  and 
"  preservation  and  furtherance  of  the  ends  aforefaid,  and 
"  by  virtue  hereof  to  ena#,  conflitute  and  frame  fuch. 
"  juft  and  equal  laws  and  ordinances,  afts,  conditutions 
w  and  offices,  from  time  to  time,  as  fhall  be  thought  moil 

G  g  4  "  mecte 

**  on  fuch  like  occafions,  which  procured  him  ranch  honor  and 
'*  refpecl,  &c, — and  fo  far  were  they  from  being  weary  of  him 
cl  and  his  people,  or  defiring  their  abfence,  as  was  laid  by  fome, 
"  of  no  fmall  note,  that,  were  it  not  for  giving  offence  to  the 
i(  (late  f3f  England,  they  would  have  preferred  him,  and  allow - 
J"  edthera  fome  public  favor." 


4$6  APPENDIX. 

''  meete  and  convenient  for  the  general  good  of  the 

f*  colonie,  unto  which  we  promife  all  due  iubjeclion  and 

"  obedience.     In  witnefs  whereof  we  have  hereunto 

"  fubfcribed  our  names  at  Cape  Cod   the  nthof  No- 

"  vember,  in  the  year  of  the  reign  of  our  foyereign  lord 

ff  King  James  of  England,  France  and  Ireland  the  18th, 

*  and  of  Scotland  the  54th,  Anno  Dotn.  1 620.  Signed  by 

"  John  Carver,  Wm.  Bradford,  Edw.  "Winflow,  Wm. 

"  Brewfter,  Ifaac  Allerton,  Miles  Standifli,  John  Alden, 

M  Sam.  Fuller,    Chriitopher  Martin,   Wm.  MuJlins, 

¥  Wm.  White,  Richard  Warren,  John  Hpwland,  Ste- 

"  phen  Hopkins,  Edw.  Tiiley,  John  Tilley,  Francis 

"  Cook,    Thomas  Rogers,    Thomas   Tinker,  John 

"  Riugfdale,  Edw.  Fuller,  JohnTurner,  FrancisEaton, 

"  James  Chilton,  John  Croxion,  John  Bi  1  ling  ton,  Jofes 

*-  Fletcher,  John  Goodman,  Digory  Pried,  Thomas 

"  Williams,  Gilbert  Winflow,  Edw.  Margefon,  Peter 

"  Brown,  Richard  Bittcridge,  George  Soule,  Richard 

u  Clarke,  Richard  Gardner,  John  Allerton,  Thomas 

"  Englifh,  Edw.  Doten,  Edw.  Lie(ler,"t  ' 

By 

■j-  Thefe  I  fuppofe  to  have  been  all  the  males,  of  age,  in  the  com- 
pany, twenty  one  of  whom  died  before  the  end  of  March,  of 
the  fcurvey  and  other  ficknefs,  caufed  by  bad  lodging  and  bad 
diet  and  the  Jjardfliips  of  lhe  winter.  About  the  fame  pro- 
portion of  the  wo;nen  and  children  died  alio,  50  being  the 
whole  number  then  furviving.  In  1650  there  were  30  re- 
maining alive,  in  1679 only  12,  »n  1694  on'y  2>  aR<^  Mafy  Cufh- 
man  only,  daughter  of  Ifaac  Allerton,  was  alive  in  1  698.  1  will 
give  a  brief  account  of  feveral  of  thefe  perfons.  John  Carver 
had  been  deacon  of  their  church  in  Holland,  was  efieemed  for 
his  difcrcre  difcharge  of  that  office  and  being  a  grave  judicious 
man,  their  eyes  were  upon  him  for  their  chief  ruler  before 
they  embarked.  He  lived  but  a  fhort  time.  His  grandfoii 
died  about  jo  or  1  2  years  fince,  at  Ma.rfhfield  at  the  age  of  102. 
Not  long  before  his  death  this  grandfon  with  his  fnn,  his 
grandfon  and  great  grandfon  were  all  at  work  together 
withoutdoors,  and  the  gre.it  great  grandfon  was  in  ^he  houfe 
at  the  fame  time.  This  is  not  common.  William  Bradford 
was  one  of  the  younger  men  of  the  company.  Douglafs  fays 
he  was  a  man  of  no  family  and  no  learning.  His  manufcripts 
the?/  ilu.1  fce,  was  a  ptaip  fenlible  man  and  ia  his  public  trull 

be 
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Br  this  inftrument  they  formed  themfelves  into  a 
proper  democracy,  and  if  they  had  gone  no  further  per- 
haps they  would  have  done  but  little  towards  preferving 

order. 

he  was  efteemed  as  a  difcrete,  upright  and  faithful  officer,  and 
he  deferves  a  better  character  than  many  of  iuperior  birth  and 
education.  His  fbn  was  deputy  governor  after  his  death,  his 
grand  fon  and  two  of  his  great  grandfons,  one  of  them  now 
living  have  been  of  the  council  for  the  province.  Edward 
Window  was  of  a  very  reputable  family  and  of  a  very  active 
genius  which  fitted  him  for  employment  abroad,  and  in  a  great 
meafure  prevented  a  competition  between  Bradford  and  him 
tor  the  governor's  place.  He  was  concerned  in  managing 
their  treaties  with  the  Indians,  and  with  the  neighbouring 
colonics,  made  feveral  voyages  to  the  eaftward  and  to  Con- 
necticut river,  as  well  as  four  or  five  voyages  to  England  in  the 
iervice  of  the  colony  firft  and,  afterwards,  of  the  Mafia chufets 
and  fo  eftabjifhed  himfelf  in  the  favor  ef  the  then  fupremc 
authority  in  England  as  to  be  employed  in  fome  very  impor- 
tant fervices.  In  1 65 1,  he  was  one  of  the  commiffioners  of 
Haberdafhers-hal!,as  they  were  palled  from  the  place  of  meeting 
and  in  1655  was  °W  of  the  three  fuperintendents  in  Crom- 
well's Weft- India  expedition.  In  one  of  his  embaflies,  viz.  ia 
1635  he  had  hard  meafure  in  England,  the  particular  circum- 
ftances  his  friend  Bradford  has  preferved  from  oblivion,    "  It 


great 
"and  further  profecutingfuch  things  as  might  tend  to  the  good 
••  of  the  whole  as  well  themfelves  as  others  about  the  wrongs 
•4  and  encroachments  that  the  French  and  other  ftrangers  both 
*4  had  done  and  were  like  further  to  do  unto  them  if  not  pre- 
f*  vented,  he  preferred  the  petition  following  to  their  honors 
"  that  were  deputed  commiflioners  for  the  plantations. 

To  the  right  honorable  the  Lords  Commiffioners  for  the  plan- 
tations in  America. 

The  humble  petition  of  Edward  Window  on  behalf  of  the  plan- 
tations in  New-England  humbly  fheweth  unto  your  Lordihips, 
that  whereas  your  petitioners  have  planted  themfelves  in  New- 
England  under  his  majefty's  mod  gracious  protection,  now 
fo  it  is,  right  honorable,  that  theFrench  and  Dutch  do  endea- 
vour to  divide  the  land  between  them,  for  which  purpofe  the 
French  have  upon  the  eafi  fide  entered  and  feized  upon  one  of 
our  houies  and  carried  away  the  goods,  flew  two  of  the  mea 
ja  another  place  and  Uck  ;hc  reft  piifoners  with  their  goods ; 

and 
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order.  But  one  great  reafon  of  this  covenant  feems  to 
have  been  of  a  meer  moral  nature,  that  they  might  re- 
move all  fcruples  of  infii&ing  neceffary  punifliments, 

even 
and   the   Dutch  in  the  weft  have  alfo  made  entry  upon  Co- 
Beclicut  river  within  the  limits  of  his  majeftv's  letters  patents, 
where  they  have  raifed  a  fort  and  threaten  to  expel  your  pe- 
titioners thence  who  are  alio  planted  upon    the   fame  river, 
maintaining  pofTeffion  for  his  majefty  to  their  great  charge  and 
hazard  both  of  lives  and  goods.     In  tender  confideration  here- 
of your  petitioners  humbly  pray,  that  your  lordfhips  will  either 
procure  their  peace  with  thofe  foreign  ftates  or  elfe  give  fpecial 
warrant  unto  your  petitioners  and  the  Engiifh  colonies  to  right 
and  defend  themfe  ves  againft  all  foreign  enemies.    And  your 
petitioners  {hall  ever  pray,  &c. 
"  This  petition  found  good  acceptation  with  moft  of  them,  and 
««  Mr.  Window  was  heard  fundry  times  by  them,  and  appoint- 
"  ed  further  to  attend  for  an  anfwer  from  their  lordfhips,  efpe- 
"  cially  having  upon  conference  with  them  laid  down  a  way 
"  how  this  might  be  done  without  any  other  charge  ortroubie 
••  to  the  Hate,  only  by  furnifhing  fome  of  the  chief  of  the 
"  country  here  with  authority,  who  would   undertake   it  at 
*■  their  own  charge,  and  in  fuch  a  way  as  fliould  be  without 
"  any  public  difturbance.     But  this   crofTed  both  Sir  Ferdi- 
*'  nando  Gorges  and  Capt.    Mafon's  defign,  and  that  of  the 
U  archbifhop  of  Canterbury  by  them,   for   Sir  F.  Gorges,  by 
««  the  archbifhop's  favor,  was  to  have  been  fent  over  general 
*'  governor  into  the  country  and  to  have  bad  means  from  the 
*«  ftate  for  that  end,  and  was  now  upon  difpatch  and  conclu- 
*«  fion  of  the  bufinefs.  And  the  archbifhop's  intent  was  by  his 
««  means  and  fome   he  (hould  fend  with  him  (to  be  furniihed 
"  with  epifcopal  power)  to  difturb  the  peace  of  the  churches 
"  here,  and  to  overthrow  their  proceedings  and  prevent  their 
«'  further  growth,   which  was  the  thing  he  aimed  at.     But  it 
"  fo  fell  out,  by  God's  providence,  that  though  he  in  the  end 
"  cro/Tcd  this  petition  from  taking  any  further  effecl  in  this 
"  kind,  yet  by  this  as  a  chief  means  the  plot  and  whole  bufinefs 
"  of  his  and  Sir  Ferdinando's  fell  to  the  ground  and  came   to 
"  nothing.      When  Mr.    Winflow  fhould  have  had  his  full 
"  granted,  as  indeed,  upon  the  point  it  was,  and  Ihould  have 
'«  been  confirmed,  the  archbiihop  put  a  flop  upon  it,  and  Mr. 
"  Window;,  thinking  to  get  it  freed,  went  to  the  board  again, 
«<  but  the  bifhop,  Sir  Ferdinando  and  Capt.  Mafon  had,  as  it 
"  feems,  procured  Morton  to   complain,  to  whofe  complaints 
•«  Mr.  Winflow  made  anfwer  to  the  good  fatisfiicYion  of  the 
««  board  who  checked  Morton  and  rebuked  him  fharply,  and 

'•*  alfo 
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even  capital  ones,  feeing  all  had  voluntarily  fubje&ed 
themfelves  to  them.  By  common  confent  they  agreed 
«pon  Mr.  John  Carver  to  be  their  firft.  governor,  "  con- 

"  fiding 
"  alfo  blamed  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  and  Mafon  for  counte- 
•*  nancing  him,  but  the  bilhop  had  further  end  and  ufe  of  his 
"  prefence,for  he  now  began  to  queftion  Mr.  W  inflow  of  many 
■■?  things,  as  of  teaching  in  the  church  publickly,  of  which 
"  Morton  accufed  him  and  gave  evidence  that  he  had  feen  and 
**  heard  him  do  it,  to  which  Mr.  Window  anfvvered  that  fome- 
**  times,  wanting  a  minifter,  he  did  exercife  his  gift  to  help 
"  the  edification  of  his  brethren   when  they  wanted  better 

V  means,  which  was  not  often.  Then  about  marriage,  the 
"  which  he  alfo  confefTed,  that  having  been  called  to  place  of 
"  magiftracy  he  had  fometimes  married  fome  ;  and  further 
««  told  their  lordfhips  that  marriage  was  a  civil  thing  and  he 
"  found  no  where  in  the  word  or  God  that  it  was  tyed  to  a 
*'  minifter,  again,  they  were  neceffitated  fo  to  do,  having  for 
*'  a  long  time  together  at  firft  no  minifter,  befides,  it  were  no 
"  new  thing,  for  he  had  been  fo  married  himfelf  in  Holland 
"  by  the  magistrates  in  their  ftate  houfe.  But,  in  the  end,  to 
"  be  fhort,  by  thefe  things,  the  bifhop  by  vehement  importu- 
"  nity  got  the  board  at  laft  to  confent  to  his  commitment,  fo 
*'  he  was  carried  to  the  fleet  and  lay  there  17  weeks  or  there- 
•'  abouts  before  he  could  get  to  be  releafed.  The  other  defign 
*'  by  this  bufinefs  and  other  things  concurring,  wasfruftrated, 
«•  which  was  no  fmallbleffing  to  the  people  here."  Mr.Winflow 
fettled  at  Marlhfield  upon  a  valuable  tracl:  of  land  which 
now  belongs  to  his  eldcft  male  defcendant.  A  rare  inftance 
among  us.  To  his  eftate  he  gave  the  name  of  Carefwell, 
and  from  thence  dated  many  of  his  letters  to  governor 
Winthrop,  with  whom  he  was  very  intimate,  and  frequently 
came  from  thence  to  Bofton  to  vifit  him,  fometimes,  perhaps, 
by  water  but  often  by  land,  not  as  governors  travel  at  this 
day  in  a  chariot  or  poft-chaife,  but  for  fome  of  the  firft  years 
at  leaft,  upon  his  feet.  In  the  fame  manner  governor  Endicot 
travelled  from  Salem  to  Bofton.  I  was  pleafed  with  this 
paragraph   ot  a    letter  from   him  to  his  fuccelfor,  governor 

.Winthrop,  «  Salem,  12th  of  April  1631,  Right  worfhipful, 
•1  I  did  hope  to  have  been  with  you  in  perfon  at  the  court, 
«<  and  to  that  end  I  put  to  fea  yefterday  and  was  driven  back 
««  again,  the  wind  being  ftifF  againft  us  and,  there  being  no 
it  canoe  or  boat  at  Sawgus  (Lyn)  I  muft  have  been  conftraincd 
?«  to  go  to  Miftick  and  thence  about  to  Charlefton  which,  at  this 

V  time  I  durft  not  be  fo  bold,  my  body  being  at  prefent  in  an 

ill 
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f  fiding  in  his  prudence  that  he  would  not  adventure 
f<  upon  any  matter  of  moment  without  confent  of  the 
"  retl  or,  at  lead,  advice  of  fuch  as  were  known  to  be  the 

"  wifeft 

«•  ill  condition  to  wade  or  take  cold  and  therefore  I  defire  you 

«'  to  pardon  me."     I  can't  help  revering  our  good  forefathers 

who  chearfulhyexpofed  themfelvesto  thefehardihips.   Mr.Win- 

flrvvs  ion  was   firft  an  afiillant,  then  governor  of  the  colony, 

his  giandfon  one  ot  the  council   tor  the  province,   and   many 

years  at   the  head  of  the  county   of  Plirnouth,  one    of  his 

grea1  grandions  lolf  his  life  fighting  for  his  country,     (p   307) 

and  two  others   are  now  living  in  repute,  and    in  offices  of 

honor  and  truft,  and  there  are  many  reputable  branches  of  the 

name  and  family  in  different  parts  of  the  province.     William 

Brewlter   was  highly  efieemed   by  the  whole  company,  was 

their  ruling  elder  in  Holland,  which  feems  to  have  been  the  bar 

to    his    being  their    governor,    civil  and   ecclefialtical  office 

in  the  fame  perion  being  then  deemed  incompatible.      Mr. 

Bradford  gives  this  account  of  him.     »•  After  he  had  attained 

•'  the  knowledge  of  the  latin  tongue  and  fome  infight  into  the 

«'  greek,  and  fpent  fome  fmall  time  at  Cambridge  ;  and    then, 

••  being  firlt  feafoned  with  the  feeds  of  grace  and  virtue,   be 

•.'  went  to  the  court  and  ferved  that  religious  and  godly  gen* 

"  tleman  Mr.  Davifon  divers  years,  when  he  was  iecretary  of 

*'  ftate,  who  found  him  fo  difcrete  and  faithful,  that  he  truited 

•'  him  above  all  other  that  were  about  him,  and  only  employed 

"  him  in  all  matters  of  greateft  truft  and  fecrecy .     He  efteenied 

*'  him  rather  as  a  fon  than  a  fervant,  and  for  his  wifdom   and 

*'  godlinefs,  in  private,  he  would  converfe  with  him  more  like 

"  a  friend  and  familiar  than  a  mafter.    He  attended  his  matter, 

u  when  he  was  fent  in  ambafTage  by  the  queen  into  the  low 

•'  countries,  (to  the  earl  of  Leicester's  time.  —  He  afterwards  re- 

*'  t-nained  with  him  till  his  trouble,  when  he  was  put  from  his 

**  place  about  the  death  of  the  queen  of  Scots,  and  fome  time 

"  after,  doing  him  many  faithful  offices  of  fervice  in  the  time 

"  of  his  troubles.     Afterwards  he  went  and  lived  in  the  coun- 

•"  try  in  good  efteem  among  his  friends  and  the  gentlemen  of 

"  thofe  parts,  efpecially  the  godly  and  religious He  was  the 

"  chief  of  thofe  that  were  taken  at  Bolton  and  fuffered  the 
"  greateft  lofs. — : — After  he  came  into  Holland  he  fuffered 
8 c  much  hardfiiip,  having  fpent  moft  of  his  means,  having  a 
**  great  charge  and  many  children,  and  in  regard  of  his  former 
*'  breeding  and  courfe  of  life  not  fo  fit  for  many  employments 
u  as  others  were,  efpecially  fuch  as  were  toilfome  and  laborious. 
M  In  r-hs  latter  part  of  the  tinje  fpent  in  Holland-,  his  outward 
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if  vvifeft  among  them."  (Hubbard.)  They  feem  cant ioufly 
to  have  referved  as  much  of  their  natural  liberty  as 
could  be  coniiilent  with  the  maintenance  of  government 

and 

M  condition  was  mended. He  fell  into  2  way,  by  rcafon  he 

M  had  the  latin  tongue^  to  teach  many  ftudents  who  had  a  de- 
••  fire  ro  learn  the  Engiifh  tongue,  tor  he  drew  rules  to  learn 
11  it  after  the  latin  manner, and  many  gentlemen  bothDanes  and 
"  Germans,  reforted  to  him,  as  they  had  time  from  their  other 
"  [Indies,  fome  of  them  being  great  mens  fons.—  Removing 
m  into  this  country  thefe  things  were  laid  afide,  and  a  new 
"  courfe  of  Jiving  mnft  be  fubmitted  to,  in  which  he  was  no 
'•  way  unwilling  to  take  his  part  and  to  bear  his  burthen  with 
M  the  reft,  living  many  times  without  bread  or  corn  many 
*'  months  together,  many  times  having  nothing  but  fift,  and 
",  often  wanting  that  alfo,  and  drank  nothing  but  water  for 
"  many  years  together,  yea  till  within  five  or  fix  years  of  his 
'•  death,  and  yet  he  lived  by  the  bleffing  of  God  in  health  til! 
14  very  old  age, "  &c.  He  lived  until  1 643,  and  then  died  at  the 
age  of  84.  Hisgrandfon,  William  Brewiter,  was  deacon  of  the 
church  at  Duxbury.  Many  of  his  pofterity,  I  am  informed* 
are  living  in  that  colony,  ifaac  Allerton  cr  Alderton,  thefirii 
affiftant,  was  employed  feveral  times  to  negotiate  matters  in 
England,  relative  to  their  trade,  and  at  length  left  them  and 
fettled  there.  His  male  pofterity  fettled  in  Maryland.  If  they 
be  ex  tin  <ft,  point  Aldertcn,  which  took  his  name,  will  probably 
preierve  it  many  ages.  Miles  Standiih  is  faid,  by  Morton,  to 
have  been  "  a  gentleman  of  Lancafhire,  heir  to  a  great  cftate, 
"  iurrepdtioufly  detained  from  him5his  great  grandfather  being 
"  a  fecond  or  younger  brofherofthe  houfe  of  Standifh.11  bad 
been  a  foldier  in  the  low  countries,  and  was  thought,  although 
Of  remarkably  fmal)  Uature,  the  moll  proper  perfon  for  their 
chief  military  officer  as  Icr.g  as  he  lived.  Many  things  are  iasd 
of  his  notable  ftrength  and  courage.  When  the  news  of  the 
fifft  Indians  being  killed,  by  him,  came  to  Mr.Rcbinien  in  Hof- 
land,  he  writes  to  his  church  to  confider  the  difpofnicn  ot  their 
captain,  who  it  feems  was  of  a  warm  temper,  and  he  hoped  the 
Lord  had  lent  him  among  them  for  good,  if  they  uied  hi«n 
right,  but  Mr.  Robinfon  doubted  whether  there  was  not  want- 
ing that  tehder»efs  of  the  life  of  man,  made  after  G.ui  s  itfregt, 
which  was  meet,  and  he  thought  it  would  have  been  a  happy 
fhii  g  if  they  had  converted  fome  before  they  had  killed  any. 
feems  Standilh  was  not  oftheir  church,  at  fir  ft,  and  Mr  Huh- 
1  fays  lie  h ad  more  of  his  education  in  the  ilhool  of  Mars 
i  in  the  fchoo]  of  thrift.  He  acquired  however  the  eftetn 
6j  hole!  colony,  and  died  in  1656,  raucit  lamented.     His 
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and  order;  This  was  rational  and  every  thinking  maa 
when  he  firft  quitted  the  ftate  of  nature  would  do  the 
fame.  Lord  chief  juftice  Holt  faid,in  the  cafe  of  Blank  aid  v. 

Galdy, 

farm  in  Duxbury  retains  the  name  of  Captain's  hill  to  this  cay, 
and  xome  part  of  it  yet  remains  in  the  poifedion  of  one  of  his 
poiterity  William  White  was  remarkable  for  being  the  father 
of  the  firft  born  child,  Peregrine  V\  hite,  who  lived  until  1704. 
(p.  198.)  Stephen  Hopkins  was  one  of  the  yfl]ftants,and  feems 
to  have  been  much  employed  in  their  publick  affairs.  Purchafe 
mentions  one  Stephen  Hopkins,  one  of  Sir  George  Somers's  com- 
pany at  Bermudas,  as  being  difaffe&ed  to  their  civil  and  eccle- 
fiallical  regulations  and  a  promoter  of  Separation,  and  not  un- 
likely to  be  the  fame  perlbn.  He  was  theanceftcr  of  Mr. Hopkins 
of  Providence,  the  prefent  governor  of  Rhode  Ifland.  Richard 
Warren  is  mentioned  by  Bradford  as  a  moft  ufefal  man  among 
them  the  fhort  time  he  lived,  dying  in  1628;  his  fon,grandfon 
and  great  grandfon  have  been  fince  employed  in  publick  pofts 
in  the  colony  and  province.  John  Alden  was  many  years  an 
affiftant,  and  feveral  of  his  defcendants  have  fuftained  publick 
offices  and  fome  of  them  are  now  living  :  So  are  the  defcendants 
of  John  Howland.  1  can  give  no  account  of  the  reft  of  this 
company.  Timothy  Hatherly  was  a  merchant  in  London,  en- 
gaged with  them  from  the  beginning,  and  came  over  two  Or 
three  years  after  the  firft.  He  was  the  principal  founder/  of 
the  town  of  Scituate,  and  was  an  affiftant  :  So  was  Thomas 
Willett  who  came  from  London  in  1629,  and  was  a  principal 
trader  with  the  Dutch  at  Manhados,  and  in  fuch  efteem  with; 
them  that  they  chofe  him  a  referree  to  fettle  their  controverted 
boundary  with  the  colony  of  Newhaven.  He  lived  many  years" 
after,  and  died  at  Swanzey.  His  fon  was  one  of  the  firft  fet- 
tlers  of  the  Naraganfet  country  in  the  beginning  of  this  century, 
and  his  grandfon  Francis  Willett,  Efq;  is  a  perfon  of  diftin- 
guifhed  chara&er  in  that  colony.  .  William  Thomas,  Edmund 
Freeman,  James  Cudworth,  Thomas  Southworth,  were  all 
afiiftarits,  and  their  families  ftill  remain  in  the  colony.  I  may 
not  omit  taking  notice  of  Richard  Bourne,  an  early  fettler,  and 
a  moft  zealous  and  indefatigable  promoter  of  the  gofpel  among 
the  Indians,  and  though  I  do  not  find  him  named  in  the  magis- 
tracy himfelf,  yet  two  of  his  defcendants  have  been  of  the 
council  for  the  province,  and  fevefal  more  are  now  living  of 
very  reputable  characters,  and  diftinguifhed  by  pofts  of  hono£ 
and  truft.  Thefe  were  the  founders  of  the  colony  of  New- 
Plimouth.  The  fettlement  of  this  colony  occafioned  the  fet- 
skmeat  e$  Maifactraftts-bay,  which  was  the  fourcc  of  all  the 
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Galdy,  that  in  cafe  of  an,  uninhabited  country  newly 
found  out  by  Englifh  fubjecls,  all  laws  in  force  in  Eng- 
land are  in  force  there,  and  the  court  agreed  with  hirm 
Until  they  fhould  agree  upon  laws  fuited  to  their 
peculiar  circumitances,our  Plimotheans  refolved  ro  make 
the  Jaws  of  England  their  rule  of  government,  which* 
Mr.  Hubbard  fays,  "  they  were  willing  to  be  fubjecl: 
"  unto,  although  in  a  foreign  land,"  and  it  feems  they 
differed  much  in  this  refpect  from  the  MafTachufets 
colonics,  and  never  eilablifhed  any  diftinft  code  or  body 
of  laws,  but  *  added  fome  particular  municipal  laws  of 
u  their  own,  fuitable  to  their  conltitution,  in  fuch  cafes 
4 *  where  the  common  law  and  the  ftatutes  of  England 
"  could  not  well  reach  and  afford  them  help  in  emer- 
"  gent  difficulties,  following  the  advice  of  Pacuvius  to 
s<  his  neighbours  of  Capua,  not  to  cafliier  their  old  ma- 
*  giflrates  till  they  could  agree  upon  better  to  place  in 
"  their  room."  Cartwright,  who  had  a  chief  hand  in 
reducing  puritanifm  to  afyftem,  held,  that  the  magiftrate 
was  bound  to  adhere  to  the  judicial  law  of  Mofes  and 
might  not  punifh  nor  pardon  otherwife  than  they  pre- 
ferred, and  him  the  MafTachufets  people  followed. 
It  muft  be  allowed  that,  in  fome  inftances,  the  Plimo- 
theans run  into  the  fame  errors  with  the  MafTachufets 
and  eftablHhed  penalties  difproportioned  to  the  offences. 
A-  young  factor,  who  came  from  Virginia,  was  captivated 
with  the  charms  of  an  Indian  girl  and  the  eiTecls  of  a 
criminal  converfation  foon  appeared.  Pie  found  fufpi- 
eions  rifihg  againif  him,  and  had  no  other  way  to  avoid 
whipping  but  to  leave  the  colony.  Accordingly  he 
privately  departed  to  the  colony  from  whence  he  came, 
where  1  fuppofe  his  offence  would  not  have  been  thought 
very  heinous.     If  he  had  forged  a  deed  he  might  have 

efcaped 
other  colonies  of  New- England.  Virginia  was  in  a  ch'ingftate 
and  feemed  to  .revive  and  flouriih  from  the  example  of  Nevv- 
JEngfand!  I  am  not  preserving  from  oblivion  the  names  of. 
heroes  whofe  chief  merit  is  the  overthrow  of  cities,  provinces' 
and  empires,  but  the  names  of  the  founders  or  a  flourishing 
town  and  colony  if  not  of  the  whole  Britifh  empire  in  Arnerkr.. 
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efcaped  with  a  moderate  fine.  I  would  not  be  under* 
itood  to  intend  that  fornication  fliould  pafs  with  im- 
punity but,  certainly,  forgery  requires  a  more  infamous 
punifhment.  But  this  was  not  all.  It  was  thought  by 
one,*  at  lead,  among  themfelves,  that  fome  enormous 
fodomitical  crimes  committed  by  profligate  perfons  who 
had  mixed  among  them  were  owing  to  the  fevere  penal- 
ties annexed  to  lafcivious  acls  which,  though  lefs  criminal 
were  more  fufpectedand  more  likely  to  be  difcovered 
by  their  confequences.  We  do  not  condemn  the  laws 
for  retraining  human  paflions  and  natural  propenfitiecf 
but  they  will  fometimes,  like  waters  clofe  dammed  or 
pent  up,  feek  vent  and  break  through  with  greater 
violence.  They  thought  the  magiftrates,  being  God's 
minifters,  were  bound  to  punifli  all  offences  in  their 
courts  in  the  fame  proportion  as  the  fiipreme  judge 
would  punifh.  them  in  the  court  of  heaven. 

They  had  no  fcruples  of  their  authority  by  virtue  of 
their  combination  to  inflict  corporal  puniihment  forle&r 
offences.  7'hey  had  been  ten  years  combined  before  any 
capital  offence  was  committed.  In  1630,  JohnBiilington, 
who  had  flipped  in  among  them  when  they  were  at  London, 
not  being  one  of  their  church,  lay  in  wait  for  his  com-^ 
panion  with  whom  he  was  offended  and  wounded  him 
fo  that  he  died  prefently  after.  They  were  in  doubt  or" 
their  authority  to  pafs  fenrence  of  death.  They  had 
jud  obtained  their  patent  from  the  council  of  Plimouth, 
which  gave  all  the  powers  which  they  had  autho- 
rity to  give,  but  if  the  council,  by  their  patent,  had  no 
authority  to  inflict,  capital  puniihment  themfelves  it  might 
well  be  enquired  how  they  could  give  this  power  to  their 
fubflitutes.  Their  chief  reliance,  therefore,  feems  tof 
have  been  upon  the  voluntary  fubmiilion  of  this  offen« 
der  among  the  reft  to  the  laws  and  orders  of  the  whole 
body.  This,  from  a  meer  moral  confideration,  might 
induce  them  to  proceed  to  trial  and  punifhment,  but  ais 
they  were  within  the  dominions  of  Great-Britain  and  had 
no  conftitutional  authority  to  erect  courts  of  juflice 
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fcr.uples  of  the  legality  dill  remained.  They  therefore  ap- 
plied to  their  neighbours  in  the  Maffachufets  and  prayed 
their  advice.  Mr.  Winthrop,  having  con  faked  with 
"  the  ablefl  gentlemen  there,"  concurred  with  the  opi- 
nion at  Piimouth,  that  the  man  ought  to  die  and  "the 
land  be  purged  from  blood."  This  was  founded  upon 
the  divine  command,  "  Whofoever  fliedd^h  man'^ 
blood,"  Sec.  which  was"  not  in  any  cafe  to  be  difpenfed 
with.  Although  they  were  not  cIo3thed  with  legaL 
authority  they  obferved,  neverthelels,  the  forms  of  law, 
and  both  grand  jury  and  petty  jury  were  impannelled, 
and,  after  indictment,  verdict  and  fentence,  the  criminal 
vras  executed.  1  find  no  fcruple,  afterwards*  of  as  full 
authority  in  all  cafes  whatfoever  as  any  of  the  charter 
governments  or  any  government  by  royal  comixi'iiEon* 
until  after  the  reiteration  of  King  Charles  the  fecdnd. 

Mr.  Carver,  the  firft  governor,  died  fuddenly  a  few 
months  after  their  arrival.  They  chofe  William  Brad- 
ford ro  fucceed  him  and  Ifaac  Allerton  his  afliftant,  but 
gave  this  reafon  for  chufing  an  aiMant,that  Mr.Bradford 
was  upon  recovery  from  a  fit  of  fieknefs  and  unable  td 
bear  the  whole  burden  j  however,  it  ferved  for  a  prece- 
dent and  the  fame  perfons  were  annually  elected  governor 
2nd  alTidant  until  1624  when  they  added  four  perfons 
rriore  fc'r  affifiaiits  and  gave  the  governor  a  double  voice, 
and  in  1633  two  more,  after  which  they  kept  to  the 
number  of  (even  ailntarits  until  they  fubrnitted  to  king 
James  the  fecend  his  ccmmlffion  to  Ahdrds.  In  70 
years  they  had  no  more  than  fix  different  perfons  go- 
vernors. In  popular  governments,  where  the  elections 
are  frequent  arid  changes  rare,  it  is,  ordinarily,  a  proof 
cf  a1  fpirit  of  virtue  and  a  preemption  arifes  that  they 
have  pitched  upon  perfons  well  qualified,  and,  on  the 
contrary,  frequent  fluffing  from  one  peffon  to  another 
and  from  one  fet  of  officers  to  another,  with  continual 
animoilties,  contentions  and  hr'joicrles  between  the  twr> 
parties,  which  we  have  feen  inflances  of  in  the  ^colonic 
is  a  proof  that  this  fpirit  is  not  predominant. 
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Bradford,  who  fucceeded  Carver,  was  chofen  an- 
nually from  1 62 1  until  he  died  in  1657,  except  in  1633, 
t6^6  and  1644,  when  Edward  \Viuflow  was  chofen  and 
1634  when  Thomas  Prince  was  chofen,  who  alfo  fuc- 
ceeded Bradford  and  was  annually  elected,  until  his 
death  in  1673,  when  Jofias  Winflow  fucceeded  and  con- 
tinued until  he  died  in  1680  and  was  fucceeded  by 
Thomas  Kinkley,  who  held  the  place,  except  in  the  in- 
terruption by  Aridros,  until  the  junction  with  the  Maf- 
fachufets  in'    1692. 

I  do  not  find  when  they  firft  chofe  a  deputy  governor 
Or  gave  an  afMant  the  name  of  deputy  governor,  for 
I  know  of  no  peculiar  (hare  of  power,  but  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  patent,  William  Bradford,  fon  to  the  fir  ft 
governor,  is  named  deputy  governor.  The  charters  of 
the  three  New -England  charter  governments  mentioning 
fuch  an  officer  probably  led  them  to  a  conformity.  They 
had  no  houfe  of  reprefentatives  until  the  year  1639."* 
There  feems  to  have  been  no  occafion  for  one  before; 
Their  number  was  fmali,  the  election  of  governor  and 
affrftants  annual  ;  they  were  to  all  intents  and  purpofes 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  audi  indeed  when  the 
colony  increafed,  the  increafing  the  number  o^  afiifiants 
might  have  anfwered  all  the  purpofes  of  chafing  the 
fame  number  with  another  name.  The  Mafiachufets 
had  fome  fpecial  reafons  which  Plimouth  had  nor. 
They  were  limited  by  charter  to  eighteen  afiiftants. 
The  people  were  not  fatisfied  that  the  whole  powers  of 
government  fiiould  be  in  fo  few  hands.  They  could 
have  a  remedy  in  no  other  way  than  by  creating  a  dif- 
tinct  body  o^  men  to  ftiare  with  the  governor  and  afiif- 
tants in  acts  of  government.  The  Maffachnfets,  from1 
che  beginning,  endeavored  to  prefer  Ve  twodiftinct  ranks 

or 

*  At  the  general  court  held  the  4th  of  June  1639,  committees  or 
deputies  lent  from  each  town,  4  from  Plimouth,  2  from  Dux- 
borough,  2  from  Scituate,  2  from  Sandwich,  2  from  Cohannet 
(Taunton)  2  from  Yarmouth,  2.  from  Barnftable.  Colony  records, 
in  Julie  1649  it  was  ordered  tfc'at  Plimouth  fhou'd  fend  only  2. 
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<?r  orders  of  men,  gentry  and  commonalty.*  There  was 
a  general  difpofnion  to  eiec~t  the  governor,  Bzc.  from  the 
former  rank  ;  their,  minifters  preached  it  as  a  chriftiaa 
and  moral  duty.  Thac  the  commonalty  or;  as  they  ex- 
prcffed  themfelves,  the  generality  might  come  in  for  a 
Biare,  they  formed  a  new  body  by  the  name  of  reprefen- 
taiives  althouph  their  charter  knew  nothing  of  it. 

Whilst  they  were  few  in  number  fo  that  the  whole 
body  could  alTemble  in  one  place,  the  whole  were  fre- 
quently convened  to  determine  upon  matters  executive 
as  well  as  legiilative.f  When  they  were  increafed  and 
were  divided  into,  towns  remote  from  tlie  center,  this 
became  impracticable,  They  then  feem  to  have  followed 
the  model  of  the  Maffachufets,  the  governor  and  aflif- 
rants  being  the  fupreme  judiciary  power  and  fole  in 
judging  high  offences,  leiTer  offences  being  cognizable 
before  inferior  courts  and  iingle  magi ftrates  and  in  civil 
matters  appeals  alio  lay  from  inferior  jurifdi«5lioas  tai 
the   fupreme. 

I  (nail  briefly  touch  upon  their  ecclefiaftical  affairs* 
I  fuppofe  this  people  were  the  fir  ft  who  took  or  received 
the  name  of  Independents  which,  in  a  few  years  after* 
was  the  name  given  to  a  body  of  men  in  England  who 
aflumed  the  government  there.  When  they  firft  wens: 
ro  Holland  they  were  known  by  the  name  of  Brownifts. 
Sane  of  the  character*! (licks  of  Brownifm  they  afterwards 
disclaimed  and,  at  the  fame  time,  difclaimed  the  name, 
which  was  generally  odious,  the  character  of  the  founder 
of  the  feet  being,  at  peft,  problematical.  Befides,  he 
renounced  his  principles  and  returned  to  epifcopacy. 
The  Puritans  they  could  not  conform  to  and,  therefore, 
coniidered  themfelves  as  a  diftiacl  church  or  by  them- 
ieives  independent  of  all  other.     Cardinal  Bentivogho 

li  h  2  makes 

*  Vol.  I     p.  490. 

f  At  a  general  cotfrt  held  the  27th  of  March  1634  it  was  ordered 
that  aU  actions  either  of  debt  or  trelpafs  under  qof.  be  tried 
by  the  governor  and  affiftanu  without  ths  trouble  of  the  wioitf 
body.     Cohftj  rezordi . 
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makes  them  a  diftincr.  feet  in  Holland  by  the  name  of 
Puritans,  though  he  was  unacquainted  with  their  induce- 
ment to  leave  England  and  fuppcfes  it  commerce  and  not 
religion.*  The  Maffachufets  people  refined  and  took 
the  name  of  congregation  a  I  ids,  although  it  will  perhaps 
be  difficult,  at  this  day,  to  (hew  any  material  difference 
between  the  churches  of  the  two  colonies,  for  although 
Plimouth  never  eftablifhed  by  aft  of  government  the 
Maffachufets  platform,  yet  in  practice  they  feem  gene- 
rally to  have  conformed  to  it. 

Whilst  they  expecled  their  minider  from  Holland 
they  were  withonr  the  facraments,  they  had  conftant 
public  worfhip,  their  pious  elder  generally  praying  and 
preaching,  or  as  they  then  termed  it  prophefying,  and 
fbmetimes  one  or  other  of  the  brethren  befl  gifted  or 
qualified.  After  their  mmifter's  death,  they  made  trial 
of  four  or  five,  but  fome  were  of  bad  morals,  others  of 
principles  not  approved  and  others  met  with  better 
offers,  fo  that  they  had  no  minifter  fettled  to  their 
faiisfa&ion  until  Mr.  John  Reyner  came  among  them 
in  The  year  1636;  The  whole  colony  made  but  one 
church  until  the  year  1633,  when  rhofe  brethren  who' 
lived  on  the  fide  of  the  bay  oppofife  to  the  town,  where 
Duxbury  now  is,  broke  from  the  reft  beeaufe  of  the 
difficulty  of  travel  and  became  adrflineT:  fociety.  Perhaps 
their  being  fo  long  withoat  a  minifter  at  firft,  might  be 
the  reafon  why  they  were  lefs  anxious  to  be  fu'rnifeetf 
with  minifters,  immediately  upon  their  fpreading  and 
forming  new  towns  and  fettiements,  than  their  neigh- 
bours in  Maffachufets  and  Connection. 

Considering  the  rapid  increafe  of  the  Maffachufets 
and  Connecticut  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  give  the  reafons 
of  the  very  flow  growth  of  Plimouth,  for  in  13  or  14 

years 

#  I  Puritani  ancora  vi  fon  tolerati,  che  fono  i  piu  pnri  e  i  piu  ri- 
gidi  Cal'viniM,  i  q'ua-li  nonvogliono  riconofcere  autorita  alcuna 
He*  magiftrati  politici  fopra  il  governo  de'  loro  rainiftri  heretici, 
e  fono  quad  tutti  de'  Puritani  d'Inghilterra,  che  per  occafion  di 
commercio  frequcntan  l'Ollanda,  c  le  akro  Provincie  Unite. 
Delia  telxfUtii  folk  Provmeie,  &c 
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years  the  whole  colony  was  not  become  too  numerous 
for  one  middling  town,  They  had  pitched  upon  fomp 
of  the  pooreit  land  in  New- England  and  had  frequenj: 
thoughts  of  quitting  it.  In  1623,  their  brethren  write 
from  Leyden  and  defire  that  feeing  by  God's  providence 
"  that  place  fell  to  their  lot,  they  would  not  leave  it  nor 
"  languifh  after  other  places  though  they  had  difcovered 
"  more  rivers  and  more  fertile  places  than  where  they 
"  were"  but  in  1633,  ^ey  t0°k  poffeffion  of  Connecticut 
river  and  built  and  fortified  a  houfe  for  trade,  where 
Hartford  now  is  and,  aftewards,  when  the  Maflachufets 
difpoileifed  them  they  urged,  among  other  reafons  for 
holding  pcffeffion,  that  "  they  lived  upon  a  barren  place 
where  they  were  by  neceffity  caft,  and  neither  they  nor 
theirs  could  long  continue  upon  the  fame,  and  why 
fliould  they  be  deprived  of  that  which  they  had  provided 
and  intended  to  remove  to  aiTcon  as  they  were  able.* 

H  h  3  In 

#  Mr.  Bradford  among  the  proceedings  of  the  year  1633  places 
their  poifdlion  of  Connecticut  river.  **  Having  had  formerly 
converie  and  familiarity  with  the  Dutch,  as  is  before  remem- 
bered, they  feeing,  them  feated  here  in  a  barren  quarter  told 
them  of  a  river  called  by  them  the  fre(h  river,  but  now  is  known 
by  the  name  ofConighticute  river,  which  they  often  commend- 
ed to  them  for  a  finfi  place  both  for  plantation  and  trade  and 
wilhed  them  to  make  ufe  of  it,  but  their  hands  being  full  other- 
wife  they  let  it  pais  ;  but,  afterwards,  there  coming  a  company 
of  banifhed  Indians  into  thefe  parts  that  were  driven  out  from 
thence  by  the  potency  of  the  Pequods,  they  often  follicited 
them  to  go  thither  and  they  fhould  have  much  trade,  efpecially 
if  they  would  keep  a  houfe  there,  and  they  began  to  fend  that 
way  lor  difcovery  and  trade  with  the  natives.  They  found  it 
to  be  a  fine  place  but  no  great  ftore  of  trade,  but  the  Indians 
excufed  it  by  reafon  of  the  fear  they  were  in  of  their  enemies. 
They  tried  divers  times  and  not  without  profit,  but  faw  the 
moit  certainty  would  be  by  keeping  a  houfe  there  to  receive 
the  trade  when  it  came  down  out  of  the  inland.  The  Indians, 
feeing  they  were  not  very  forward  to  build  there, follicited  them 
of  the  MaHachufets  in  like  fort  (for  their  end  was  to  be  reft ored 
to  their  country  again)  but  they  in  the  bay  being  lately  come 
were  not  fit  for  the  fame,  and  fome  of  their  chiefs  made  a  mo- 
tion to  join  with  the  partners  here  to  trade  jointly  in  that  river, 
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In  the  next  place,  the  plan  they  fet  out  upon  v.\r; 
not  to  make  a  great  colony  in  a  little  time,  but  ro  pre- 
ferve  a   pure  and  diftinfi:  congregation,  they  neither 

defired 

which  they  were  willing  to  embrace  2nd  fo  they  would  have 
built  and  put  in  equal  I'tock  together.     A  time  or  meeting  was 
appointed  at  the  MafTachufets  and  feme  of  the  chief  here  were 
appointed  to  treat  with  them  J>nd  went  accordingly,  but  they 
calt  many  fears  of  danger   and  lofs  and  the  like,  wjvich  wers 
perceived  to  be  the  main  obftacles,  though  they  were  not  pro- 
vided of  trading  goods,  but  thole  here  ofl  ered  to  put'in  fufficienr. 
for  both,    provided  they  would  become  engaged    for  the  half 
and  prepare  againft  the- next  year.    They  conteiTed  more  could 
not  be  offered,  but  thanked  them  and  told  them  they  had  no 
mind  to  it.     They  then  faid   they  heped   it   wculd   be  no  of- 
fence if  they  went  on  without  them.      They  faid  there  was  no 
reafon  they  fhould,  and  thus  the  treaty  broke  off.     Thofe  here 
took  convenient  time  to  make  a  beginning  there,  and  were  the 
firft  Engliih  who  both  difcovered  that  place   and  built  in  the 
fame.     But  the  Dutch  began  now  to  repent,  and  hearing  of 
their  purpofe  and   preparation   endeavored  to  prevent  them, 
and  got  in  a,  little  before  them,  and  made  a  flight  fort,  and 
planted  two  pieces  of  ordnance,  threatnin'g    to  (top  their  paf- 
fage  ;  but  they  having  made  a  fmall  frame  of  a  houfe  ready, 
having  a  great  new' bark  they  Itowed  their  frame  in  her  hold 
and  boards  to  cover  and  finilh  il,  having  nails,  Sec.  fitting  for 
their  ufe,  this  they  did  the  rather  that  they  might  h.-ive  a  pre- 
sent defence  againfl  the  Indians,  who  were  much  offended  that 
they  brought  home  and  reflored  the  light  lachem  of  that  place, 
called   Natuwannute  ;  fo  that  they    were   to  encounter  wnh 
a  double  danger  irt  this  attempt,  both  the  Dutch  and   the  In- 
<i;ans.     When  they  came  up  the  river,  the  Dutch   demanded 
what  they  intended  and  whither  they  would  go,  they  anfwered 
v.p  the  river  to  trade,  now  their  order  was  to  go  and  feat  above 
them  ;  they  bid  them  flrike  and  (lay  61  elie  they  would  ihoot 
them  and   flood   by   their  ordnance  ready  fitted.     They  an- 
fwered they  had  commiihon  from' the  governor  ofr  Plimouth  to 
£0  up  the  river  to  fuch  a  place  and  if  they  did  fbootthey  muft 
obey  their  order  and  proceed,'they  would  n«n  moleft  them  but 
would  go  on.      So  they  pafTed  along  and   though  the  Dutch 
threatned  them  hard  yet  they  '{hot  not.     Coming  to  their  place 
they  clapped  up  their  houfe  jutckly  and  landed  their'provifions 
v-ncl  left  the  company  appointed  and'fent  the  hark  home,   and 
erwards  pallifadoed  their   houfe  about  and  fortified  thein- 
i&m  bcRtr«     Tl^y  si;d  tht  DulcJj  419  wjong,  far  they  took 
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tfeiired  any  people  of  a  different  perfuafion  to  mix  with 
them  nor  did  any  fiich  incline  to  go  among  then?. 
When  one  of  their  number  was  hanged  ten  years  after 
the  fettlement  began  it  was  remarked  that  he  had  been 
a  profane  perfonand  guiky  of  other  mifcarriages  before 
that  for  which  he  Suffered  and  that  py  means  of  feme 
of  his  friends  in  London  he  had  been  (unfiled  in  among 
them.  If  all  in  England,  who  called  themfelyes  Brownifts 
and  Independents,  at  that  day,  had  come  over  with  them 
they  would  fcarcely  have  m;ide  one  considerable  town, 
Indeed,  a  few  years  after,  mod  of  thofe  who  had  before 
been  called  Puritans,  were  willing  enough  to  own  tfye 
fame  principles  with  them,  though  they  did  not  li!;e 
the   name. 

H  h  4  Ws 

not  a  foqt  of  any  land  they  bought,  but  went  to  the  place 
above  them  and  bought  that  tract  of  land  which  belonged  to 
thofe  Indians  which  they  carried  with  them  and  their  friends, 
with  whom  the  Dutch  had  nothing  to  do."  Bradford  MS. 
1  cannot  let  this  extract  pals  without  an  obfervation  relative  to 
the  Maflachufets.  In  the  controvcrfy  between  New- York  and 
the  two  governments  of  Maflachufets  and  Connecticut,  the 
charters  to  whitlj  give  them  a  territory  weft  to  the  S.  iea,  ex- 
cept fuch  parts  as  were  pollcffed  by  any  prince  or  Rate,  the 
government  cf  New- York  claims  to  Connecticut  river  becaufe 
the  Dutch  were  in  poff.  (lion  and  it  was  part  of  the  exception 
and  therefore  the  grant  of  it  afterwards  to  the  Duke  of  York 
was  good.  This  manufcript  of  Bradford  is  the  moll  ancient 
memorial  relative  to  this  part  of  the  co»;ntry  which  is  now  ex- 
tan?  and  it  appears  irom  it  that  until  divers  years  after  th.e  date 
gf  the  MafTachufets  charter  the  Dutch  had  no  fort  of  ppffeflion 
in  rbe  frefh  or  Connecticut  river  nor  any  intention  of  fettling 
there,  but  encouraged  the  people  of  New-PJimouth,  with  whom 
they  had-  begun  a  correfpohdence  and  trade,  to  quit  their  let- 
tlement  and  remove  thither  and  thereupon  the  Plimothcans, 
feveral  times  before  the  year  s 63 3,  went  up  the  river  and  had 
began  a  trade  there  ;  but  the  Dutch,  probably  alarmed  by  the. 
formidable  appearance  of  the  MafTachufets  colony,  then  re- 
pented of  the  advice  they  had  given,  purchaied  a  tract  in  the. 
lower  part  of  the  river  and  would  have  prevented  the  Englifh 
from  pafimg  but  failed  in  the  attempt,  and  they  were,  icon 
after,  obliged  to  quit  the  river  themielves  and,  in  1650.  for^ 
£uUy  relincjuifhed  ail  claim  or  pretence  to  jurisdiction  there. 
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We  may  add  one  caufe  more,  viz.  that  their  view*; 
When  they  left  England,  were  rather  to  eftablifh  a  factory 
than  a  colony.  They  had  no  notion  of  cultivating  any 
more  ground  than  would  afford  their  own  neceffary 
provifions,  butprqpofed  that  their  chief  fecu la r  employ- 
ment fliould  be  commerce  with  the  natives,  and  they 
entered  into  contract  with  a  company  of  20  or  more 
merchants  and  others,many  of  them  belonging  toBriftoI, 
who  were  to  furniih  them  with  goods,  and  at  the  end 
of  feven  years  the  profits  were  to  be  divided  equally 
between  the  merchants  in  England  and  the  colonics,  all 
the  houfes  and  improved  land  to  be  valued  in  the  joint 
flock.  This  la  ft  circumftance  was  a  fuiTicient  bar  to  any 
extraordinary  improvement  of  the  lands.  Here  I  can- 
not help  remarking  that  they  had  a  fine  opportunity  of 
.  making  fortunes,  having  few  or  no  rivals,  and  the  Indians 
were  charmed  with  European  goods,  as  well  to  adorn 
as  to  cloath  themfelves,  and  goods  fold  at  great  advance 
and  the  furrs  came  cheap,  but  a  variety  of  misfortunes 
and  loiTes  by  fea  for  feyeral  years  together  kept  the 
balance  againft  them.  They  were  but  little  acquainted 
with  trade  and,  perhaps,  our  forefathers  were  not  fo 
worldly  minded  as  their  pofterity  have  fince  been.  At 
firft  they  made  every  man  a  partner.  Every  man's  perfon, 
was  valued  at  ten  pounds  intereft  in  the  dock,  and  his 
whole  time  was  to  be  employed  for  the  common  benefit. 
He  that  had  £.90  in  the  general  (lock,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  £.  10  for  his  per  ion,  was  to  (hare  ten  times 
as  much  as  he  who  had  no  fubftance  at  all.  This  was  a 
hard  bargain  for  the  poor,  and  I  fhould  not  wonder  if 
perfons  who  could  bring  no  money  to  put  in  the  (lock 
"were  difcou raged  from  fettling  among  them.  After  the 
expiration  of  the  feven  years,  and  a  fettleinent  with  their 
partners  in  England,  the  principal  perfons  were  obliged 
to  become  bound  for  the  balance  which  remained  in  the 
hands  of  the  colony  or  factory,  and  from  then  time  took  the 
trade  into  their  own  hands,  cxcluflve  of  the  poorer  fort,who 
had  fpent  feven  years  in  labour  and  toil,  and  had  received 
fuBfilUnce  oniv?  und  that  ofentHBeVfcatU  enough. 

Fas* 
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They  had  for  eight  or  ten  years  almbft  the  whole 
iupply  of  the  Indians  who  were  near  neighbours  to 
them,   but  their  greateft  expe&ations  were  from  the 
eaftern  Indians,  and  they  fet  up  a  truck  houfe  at  Penob- 
fcot  and  another  upon  Kennebeck   river.     The  latter 
rhey  found  mofl  advantageous  and  fought  for  a  grant  of 
a  convenient  tracl:  from  the  council  of  Plimouth  which 
they  obtained  in  the  year   1628,  but  it  was  "  fo  ftrait 
and  ill  bounded"  that  the  next  year,i629,  when  a  grant 
was  made  of  the  lands  intended  for  the  whole  colony* 
the  traft  of  country  at  Kennebeck  was  granted  anew, 
and  the  limits  enlarged.     They  met  with  fome  oppofi- 
tion  in    1634  from  perfons  employed  by  Lord  Say  and 
Lord  Brook  who  claimed  a  right  of  trading  at  the  fame 
place  with  the  Plimouth  people,   I  fuppofe  by  a  grant 
from  Gorges,  and  a  fray  happened  in  which  one  was 
killed  on  each  fide.     Lord  Say's  company  were  Puritans 
and  thofe  of  Plimouth  Independents.     The  enemies  of 
both  reproached  both  for  making  religion  the  profefTed 
motive  to  colonizing  and  fo  foon  after  killing  one  ano- 
ther  for    the   fake   of  beaver.*       This   grant   upon 
Kennebeck,  within  twelve  or  fifteen  years  pad,  from  a 
different  con  11  ruction  of  the  words  which  defcribe  the 
limits,  has  been  the  caufe  of  great  contention.     Perhaps 
the  relation  of  this  action  by  governor  Bradford  may 
afford  fome  light  in  the  controverfy.     I  (hall  therefore 
caufe  it  to  be  inferred  in  the  margin   exactly  as  I  find 
the  words  and  points  in  his  manufcript.f 

For 

*  Noll  em  vi  et   ccede  pro  evangel io  cert  art.      Luth. 

f  "  I  am  now  to  enter  upon  one  of  the  faddeft  things  that  befell 
them  fince  they  come.  But  before  I  begin  it  will  be  needful 
to  premife  fuch  parte  of  their  patente  as  gives  them  right  and 
priviledge  at  Kenebeck.  As  followeth.  The  faid  counfeU  hath 
further  given,  granted,  bargained,  fold,  infeoffed,  allotted, 
affigned  and  let  over,  and  by  thefe  prefents,  doe  clearly  and 
abfolutely  give,  grante,  bargane,  fell,  alliene,  enffeofe,  allote, 
aifigne  and  contirme  unto  the  faid  William  Bradford,  his 
heires,  aiTociates,  and  afugnes,  All  that  tracle  of  land  or  part 
pf  New-EngUi^l  ia  America  aflforefaid,  which  Jyeth  within  or 

betweenc 
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For  two  or  three  years  after  their  arrival  all  things 
jvere  in  common,  no  man  having  any  property  but  what 
was  put  into  the  common  (lock  and  every  perfon  fur- 
niflied  with  cioathing  and  provilions  out  of  this  flock.  A 

certain 
betweene,  and  extendeth  it  felfe,  from   the  utmpft  limits  of 
Cobifeqonte  which  adjoyneth  to  the  river  of  Kenebeck,  towards 
the  wefterne  ocean,  and  a  place  called   the  falls  of  Nequam- 
kick  in  America  aforefaid,  And  the  fpace  of  i  5  Englifh  myles, 
on  each  fide  of  the  (aid  river,  commonly  called  Kenebeck  river, 
and  all  the  faid  river  called  Kenebeck,   that  lycth  within  the 
laid  limits  and  bounds   eaftward,    weft  ward,   northward  and 
Southward,  laft  above  mentioned  ;  and   ail  lands,   grounds, 
foyles,  rivers,  waters,  fifhing,  &c.   And  by  vertue  of  the  autho- 
rity to  us  derived  by  his  faid  late  Matis  L'res  patents  to  take, 
apprehend,  feife,  and  make  pr.ife  of  all  fuch  perfon s  their  ihips 
and  goods,  as  (hall  attempte  to  inhabite,  or    trade,  with  the 
favage  people  of  that  countrie  within  the  feverall  prefmtfs,  and 
limits  of  his,  and   their  feverall  plantations,  &c. 
Now  it  fo  fell  out  that  one  Hocking,  belonging  to  the  plantation 
of  Pifcataway,  wente  with  a  barke,  and  cornodities  to  trade  in 
that  river,  and  would  needs  prefs  into  their  limits,  and    not 
only   fo  but   would  needs  goe  up  the  river  above  their  houfe 
(towards  the  faUs  of  the  river)   and  intercept  the  trade  that 
Ittould  come  to  them.     He  that  was  cheefe  of  the  place  forbad 
them,  and  prayed  him  that  he  would  not  ofFer  them  that  in- 
jurie,  nor  goe  about  to  infringe  the'4r  liberties,  (which  had  coft 
them  fo  dear)  but  he  anfwered  he  would  go  up  and  trade  there 
in  difpite  of  them,   and   lye  there   as  longe  as  he  pieafed  ;   the 
other  told  him  he  muft  then  be  forced  to  remove  him  from 
thence,  or  make  feafure  of  him  if  he  could,     he  bid  him  do  his 
worfte,  and  fo  wente  up  and  anchored  there.     The  other  took 
a  boat,  and  fome  men,  and  went  up  to  him,  when  he  faw  his 
time,  and  againe  entreated  him  to  departe,  by  what  perfnafion 
he  could.     But  all  in  vaine,    he  could  get  nothing  of  him  but 
ill  words.     So  he  confidered   that  now  was  the  feafon  for  the 
trade  to  come  downe,  and  if  he  ihonld  fufFer  him  to  lye,    and 
take  it  from  them,  aU  their  former  charge  would  be  loft,   and 
they  had  better  throw  up  all.     So  consulting  with  his  men, 
(who  were  willing  therefor)  he  reforved  to  put  him  from   his 
anchores,and  let  him  drive  downe  the  river  with  the  ftreame  ; 
but  commanded  the  men  that  none  fhould  fhoote  a  fhote  upon 
any  occafion  except  he  commanded  them.     He  fpoake  to  him 
againe  but  all  in  vaine,  then  he  fent  a  cuple  in  a  canow  to  cutte 
fcis  cable,  the  which  one^of  them  performs*,  but  Ko.ckin  g takes 
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pertain  quantity  of  land  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  was 
ailigned  for  planting,  and  every  man  had  fuch  a  propor- 
tion of  the  labour  ailigned  him.  Mr.  Bradford  remarks, 
upon  this  occafion,  that  the  ill  fuccefs  of  this  community 
of  goods  even  among  godly  and  fober  men  fully  evinced 
she  vanity  of  that  conceit  of  Plato,  that  the  taking  away 
property  and  bringing  in  community  imo  a  common 
wealth  would  make  them  happy  and  flourifhmg,  and  iti 
fa&  they  raifed  fo  little  provifions  that  once,  at  lead,  they 
were  in  danger  of  ftarving,  and  before  their  crops  were 
fully  ripe,  great  part  would  be  ftolen  out  of  the  fields 
to  fatisfy  hungry  bellies,  and  fevere  whipping  of  the 
offenders  would  not  deter  others  in  thelike  circumftances 
from  committing  the  like  offence,  befides,  it  occafioned 
conftant  difcontent  and  murmuring,  the  young  men, 
moil  capable  of  labour,  whp  had  no  families,  thought 
much  of  labouring  for  other  men's  wives  and  children, 
thofe  in  their  fullitrength  complained  tharit  was  unjufl: 
to  allow  them  no  more  in  the  divifion  of  vi&uals  and 
cloathing  than  them  who  were  weak  and  could  not  do  a 
quarter  part  of  the  labour;  the  aged  and  grave  men 
thought  it  an  indignity  and  difrefpecl  10  be  upon  a  level, 
as  in  labour  fo  in  victuals  and  cloaths,  with  the  younger, 
and  in  other  rcfpe&s  inferior  fort.  Hufbands  could  not 
brook  it  that  their  wives  fliould  be  commanded  to  do 

menial 

up  2  pece  which  he  had  layded  ready,  and  as  the  barlce  fhered 
by  the  canow  he  (hot  him  clofe  under  her  fide,  in  the  head  (as 
1  take  it)  fo  he  fell  downe  dead  inftantly.  One  of  his  fellows 
(which  loved  him  well)  could  not  hold,  but  with  a  muiket  fhot 
Hocking,  who  fell  downe  dead  and  never  fpoake  word  ;  this 
was  the  truth  of  the  thing  ;  the  reft  of  the  men  carried  home 
thevdfel  and  the  fad  tidings  of  thefe  things.  Now  the  Lord 
Saye  and  the  Lord  Brooke  with  fome  ether  great  perfons  had  a 
hand  in  this  plantation  ;  they  write  home  to  them,  as  much  as 
they  could  to  exafperate  them  in  the  matter;  leaving  out  all 
the  circumftances,  as  if  he  had  been  killed  without  any  offence 
of  his  parte,  conceling  that  he  had  killed  another  fir/t,  and  the 
J[uft  occafion  that  he  had  given  in  offering  fuch  wrong ;  at 
vhich  their  Lordf.P*  were  much  offended  till  they  were  tx  w~ 
fcforjncd  of  the  matter,"    Bradford**  MS* 
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menial  Cervices,  dreffing  meat,  wafhing  cloaths,  Sec.  for 
other  men;  all  being  to  do  and  all  to  receive  alike,  ic 
was  inferred  that  in  all  other  refpe&s  they  ought  to  be 
alike,  and  one  man  was  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  as 
good  as  another,  and  no  fubordination  nociviidiftinclion 
could  be  preferved.  After  three  years,  they  found  it 
abfolutely  necelfary  to  come  into  fome  new  meafures  and 
began  with  aligning  to  each  family  a  certain  quantity  of 
land  fufficient  to  raife  corn  enough  for  their  fupport,  but 
in  all  other  refpects  to  continue  in  the  general  way  until 
;the  feven  years  for  which  they  had  contracted  with  their 
partners  in  England  for  the  profits  of  their  labour  were 
expired.  There  was  immediately  a  new  face  upon  their 
affairs,  much  more  corn  was  planted  than  the  governor, 
by  the  exertion  of  all  his  authority,could  ever  caufe  them 
to  plant  in  any  year  before,  women  and  children,  who 
were  weak  and  unable  before, went  chearfully  with  their 
hufbands  and  parents  to  plant  corn,  and  every  family  had 
enough  for  their  fupport,  and  many  of  them  fome  to 
fpare.  An  emulation  was  created  and  increafed  every 
year  to  exceed  in  quantity,  and  in  a  few  years  they  were 
able  to  raife  fufficient  to  make  it  a  valuable  article  in 
their  Indian  trade,  being  then  worth  fix  {hillings  (lerling 
a  bufhel;  the  Indians  in  a  great  meafure  left  off  railing  if, 
the  hunting  life  being  more  agreeable  to  them,  when 
they  found  with  their  furrs  they  could  purchafe  what 
they  wanted. 

The  colony  had  ilruggled  for  feven  or  eight  years, 
and  had  made  but  fmall  improvements  in  cultivating  the 
ground,  and  were  not  numerous  enough  to  think  of 
dividing  and  extending  to  the  inland  parts  of  the  country 
when  Mr*  Endicot  arrived  at  Salem  to  prepare  the  way 
for  the  grand  undertaking  of  fettling  the  Maflachufets. 
This  mufl  have  given  frefh  fpirits  to  the  Plimotheans. 
Without  this,  I  think,  there  is  great  reafon  to  queftion 
whether  the  plantation  would  not  in  a  few  years  have 
been  deferted  and  the  fettlers  have  removed  to  fome 
-mere  fertile  part  of  America  or,  which  is  more  probable, 
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;vive  returned  to  England  where,  from  the  change  of 
times,  they  might  have  enjoyed  civil  and  religious  liber- 
ty, for  the  fake  of  which  they  firft  quitted  it,  in  as  great 
a  latitude  as  their  hearts  could  wihh. 

In  a   fmall  colony  it  cannot  be  expected  that  we 
ihould  meet  with  many  events  of  moment  after  they  had 
grappled  with  the  hardfhips  which  attended  their  firft 
fettlernenr.     Mr.  Bradford   remarks,  that  the  Spaniards 
were  thought   by  Peter  Martyr  to  have  fuffered  hard- 
fliips  which  none  but  a  Spaniard  could  endure,  when 
they  were  obliged  to  live  for  five  days  together  upon  the 
parched  grain  of  maize  only,  and  that  not  to  faturitie, 
whereas  the  Piimotheans  the  firft  two  or   three  years 
thought  a  meal  of  their  maize  as  good  as  a  feaft  and, 
fometimes,  not  for  five  days  only,  bat  for  two  or  three 
months  together,  were  deftimte  of  that  and  all  other 
corn  or  bread  of  any  kind,  but  with  their  miieries,  he 
fays,  they  opened   a  way   to  thefe  new  lands,  for  other 
men  to  come  afterwards  with  eafe  and  inhabit  them. 
The  4th  year  after  their  arrival,  they  were  threamed 
with  the  total  dedruction  of  their  crop,  and  abfolute 
famine.     From  about  the  middle  of  May  to  the  middle 
of  July,  they  had  not  one  (bower  of  rain,  and  the  ex- 
treme heat  of  the  ftm  upon  their  fandy  fori  had  fo  dried 
up  their  corn,  that  they  were  almoft  in  defpair  of  its 
ever  being  redored,  but  in  the  evening  after  a  day  of 
fading  and   prayer,  it  began  to  rain  and,  by  repeated 
fhowers,  their  Corn  recovered  its  verdure  and  they  had 
a  plentiful  harvelt.     They  afterwards  found  by  expe- 
rience that  fuch  droughts  are  frequent  in   this  climate, 
but  the  infinitely  wife  and  good  creator  has  fo  ordered 
the  feafons,  that  thefe  droughts  have  always  been  fol- 
lowed, before  the  end  of  the  fommer,  with  refreshing 
rains,  and  although  the  fruits  of  the  earth  have  been 
much   di minified,  yet   harveft  hath  never  failed,  men 
and  beads  have  been  fupported  and,  ordinarjly,  in  the 
next  fucceeding  year,  there  has  been  a  remarkable  plenty. 

Ths 
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The  terror  which  fire  arms  (truck  inro  the  Indian^' 
prevented  them  from  deftroying  this  fmall  company. 
There  were  not  above  feven  men  capable  of  bearing 
arms  in  the  cime  of  iicknefs  the  fir  it  winter.  Soon  after, 
rhe  potent  nation  of  Naraganfet  (ent  to  the  Engliih  a 
bundle  of  arrows  tied  with  a  fnake's  /kin  as  a  defiance 
and  denunciation  of  war.  The  Englifh  filled  the  ikiti 
with  bullets,  and  fent  it  back  with  this  anfwer,  that  they 
had  done  them  no  wrong,  did  nor  fear  them  and  were 
provided  for  them,  come  when  they  would.  The 
Naraganfets  would  not  fuffer  the  bullets  to  come  near 
them,  and  they  were  moved  about  from  place  to  place; 
lill  they  found  their  way  back  to  the  Englifh  again,  and 
the  Indians  remained  quiet.  As  the  Indians  learned  the 
life  of  fire  arms,  che  Englifh  increafed  in  number,  and 
until  the  year  1675  there  was  no  open  rupture,  except 
she  fhort  offensive  war  with  the  Pequots  in  their  own 
Country  which  ended  in  their  deft  ruction. 

However  rigid  the  New-Plimouih  colcnifts  may 
have  been  at  their  firft  feperation  from  the  church  of 
England,  yet  they  never  difcovered  that  perfecuting 
fprrir  which  we  have  feen  in  the  MafFachufets.  Wheri 
Mrs.  Hutchinfon  and  her  adherents  were  banifhed  from 
that  colony,  they  applied  to  the  colony  of  Plimouth,  for 
leave  to  fettle  upon  Acjuidnick  or  Rhode-Wand,  which* 
was  then  acknowledged  to  be  within  Plimouth  patent, 
and  it  was  readily  granted,  although  their  tenets  were 
no  more  approved  by  Plimouth  than  by  the  Mailachufets. 
Some  of  the  Quakers  alfo  fled  to  Plimouth  bounds,  and 
probably  faved  their  lives,  for  although  they  made  laws 
fevere  enough  againft  erroneous  opinions,  yet  in  no  cafe 
capital,  and  the  baptifts  were  lli'll  more  favorably  re- 
ceived, the  town  of  Swanzey  being  principally  fettled 
by  baptifl  refugees  from  the  Maffachufets  colony,  and 
when  one  of  their  minifters  fettled  in  the  church  of 
Plimouth,  they  were  content  that  he  fhould  baptize  by 
immerfiori  or  dipping  any  who  defired  it,  provided  hi 
took  no  exception  to  the  other  miniftef's  fprinkiing  fttctt 
f«f  whom  immerfioa  was  not  judged  neceflary. 
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Until  1629,  they  were  in  doubt  about  their  title 
t'o  their  lands.  They  were  conftantly  folliciting  a  grant 
or,  as  they  term  ir,  an  affurance  froni  the  council  of 
Plimouth.  In  1624,  they  employed  one  John  Pierce, 
who  procured  a  grant  to  himfelf  for  about  fifty  pounds,- 
but  he  kept  it  in  his  own  hands,  and  refufed  to  aflign  k 
for  lefs  than  five  hundred  pounds.  This  they  jiiftly 
complained  of  as  a  great  breach  of  truft,  and  attribute 
to  it  feverol  loifes  and  difappointments  he  met  with  in 
his  intended  voyage*  which  frightened  him  and  made 
him  alfo  look  upon  them  as  the  punifhment  of  his  per- 
fidy and  to  relinquilli  his  claim.  I  do  not  find  that 
thofe  who  employed  him  reaped  any  benefit  from  the 
grant.  After  they  had  their  patent  in  1629,  they  were 
eafy  until  the  reftoration,  but  when  Connecticut  and 
Rhode  Ifiand  who  held  their  lands,  or  mod  of  them,  under 
patents  from  the  council  of  Plimouth,  thought  it  necef- 
lary  to  follicit  and  had  obtained  a  royal  confirmation! 
and  charter,  giving  authority  to  govern,  New- Plimouth 
follicited  alfo,  but  they  were  rather  too  late.  The  court 
began  to  be  jealous  of  the  colonics.  Such  fort  of  char- 
ters as  had  been  granted  left  them,  it  was  faid,  too  much 
to  themfelves,  and  although  they  were  not  peremptorily 
refufed,  they  were  put  off  from  time  to  time,  and  told 
that  the  only  difficulty  was  to  fettle  fuch  a  form  of  go- 
vernment as  fiiould  fecure  their  dependence  as  a  colony, 
and  fhoufd  neverthelefs  afford  to  them  liberties  and 
privileges  to  their  fatisfaftion. 

Thi  s  was  no  eafy  matter  for  both  fides  to?  agree  upon. 
This  (late  of  fufpenfe  made  the  colony  more  pliable  and 
obfequious  than  their  neighbours  of  Maifacrmfets,  and 
particularly,  when  the  commifiioners  from  king  Charles 
came  to  New-England  in  1664,  Plimouth  fubmitted  to 
their  determination  a  controverfy  between  that  colony 
and  Rhode-Iftand  about  bounds,  and  gave  fatisfaclory 
anfwers  to  the  feveral  queries  propofed  to  them."*  They 
received  a  very  gracious  letter  from  the  king,   but  a)i 

ended 
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ended  in  bona  verba.  We  can  eaflly  conceive  of  a 
parent  ftate  growing  every  day  more  and  more  popular 
in  its  government,  and  neverthelefs  at  the  lame  time  re- 
flraining  the  liberties  of  its  colonies  for  the  fake  of  Con- 
tinuing the  connexion,  but  when  there  is  a  fcheme  of 
eftabliuYing  abfdlute  power  in  the  parent  ftate  how  can 
it  be  expected  that  popular  governments  fliould  be  efla- 
blifhed  in  the  colonies  ?  However,  no  advantage  was 
ever  taken  of  their  want  of  authority,  and  their  pro-* 
ceedings  were  connived  at  until  the  general  fliipwreck 
of  charters  in  1684,  when  an  arbitrary  government  was 
cftablifhed  in  the  other  colonies,  and  they  could  not  ex- 
pect to  efcape.  All  their  hopes  being  at  an  end,  they 
made  as  loud  complaints  of  oppreffionj  under  Andros,  as 
any  people  of  his  government, and  perhaps  with  as  much 
reafon,  and  when  the  MaiTachufets  imprifoned  him  and 
re-affumed  their  charter,  Plimouth  aiTumed  their  old 
form  of  government  alfo.  Now  it  was  that  they  ftHf 
fenfibly  found  the  want  of  a  charter.  Connecticut  and 
Rhode  Ifland,  Who  had  refigned  their  chatters,  were  juf- 
tified,  by  the  example  of  the  corporations  in  England, 
in  aiTuming  them  again,  but  Plimouth  had  none  to  af- 
fume.  Their  firfl  attempt  was  to  procure  a  charter  and 
to  continue  a  diftinct  government.  In  this  they  could 
not  fucceed.  Perhaps,  if  it  had  been  follicited  in  the 
beft  manner,  they  might  have  fucceeded,  but  interior  divi- 
fions  prevented  any  proper  meafures  being  purfued, 
Mr.  Hinkley,  their  governor,  wrote  to  Mr.  Mather,  the 
MaiTachufets  agent,  to  defire  him  to  follicit  in  their  be- 
half, but  the  people  refufed  to  advance  any  money,  and 
fo  fmall  a  fumas  two  hundred  pounds  fterling  could  not 
be  raifed.  The  inhabitants  of  fome  of  the  principal 
towns  fubferibed,  upon  condition  the  whole  fiim  fliould 
be  raifed,  and  fome  of  the  towns  refufing,  the  whole 
fubfeription  failed.  Such  was  the  effect  of  their  dhifiorfs 
that  neither  party  would  acknowledge  the  authority  of 
the  government  when  any  act  pafTed  which'  they  did  not 
approve  of.    Mr,  Wifwall,  one  of  their  minifters,  by 
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advice  of  fome  gentlemen  in  Boil  on,  went  to  England, 
but  having  no  commifTion  and,  which  is  more  fatal  to 
thofe  who  have  affairs  at  court,  no  money,  he  never 
could  make  a  public  appearance,  and  ferved  only  to  give 
offence  to  the  miniftry  by  offering  exceptions  to  the 
propofa!  of  joining  Plimouth  to  the  Maffachufets  and 
occafioned  their  being  annexed  to  New-York.  It  is  faid 
they  were  taken  out  of  Slaughter's  commiffiori  by  Mr. 
Mather's  intereft.  Slaughter  arrived  at  New- York  the 
year  before  Phips  arrived  iri  the  Maffachufets  and  fenc 
his  orders,  copy  of  which  I  have  feen,  to  Little  Comp- 
ron,  in  Plimouth  colony,  in  terms  as  high  and  authorita- 
tive as  if  he  had  been  their  governor  or  depended  Upon 
being  Rich,  fo  thar  their  junction  with  New- York  feem- 
ed  rather  fnfpended  than  fuperfeded  until  they  were 
actually  included  in  the  Maffachufets, 

We  certainly  are  not  in  a  proper  temper  when,  be*- 
caufe  we  cannot  obtain  all  which  we  think  of  right 
belongs  to  us,  we  are  indifferent  whether  we  retain  any 
part  of  it.  I  dare  fay  there  is  not  a  man  in  the  colony 
of  Plimouth,  at  this  day,  who  does  not  think  it  a  mo(t 
happy  circumfrance  that  they  were  annexed  to  Maffa- 
chufets rather  than  to  New- York.  And  although,  ac 
firft,  there  might  be  jealoufies  of  unequal  difti  nations, 
upon  fome  occafions,  in  favour  of  the  Maffachufets,  yet 
they  have  long  fince  been  at  an  end  and,  the  cuftoms., 
manners  and  religious  opinions  of  the  two  colonies  being 
much  the  fame,  they  mutually  cotffider  themfelves  as 
having  one  joint  general  intereft:  as  fully  in  all  refpe&s 
as  if  they  had  been  one  colony  from  the  beginning, 
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H  UMBER     II. 

November  1637. 

The  Examination   of  Mrs.  Ann  Hutchinfon  at 
the  court  at  Newtown. 

Mr.Winthrop  ?  ]\  /g  RS.  Hutchinfon,  you  are  called 
governor.     3  JLV  Jl    here  as  one  of  thofe  that  have 

troubled  the  peace  of  the  com- 
monwealth and  the  churches  here ;  you  are  known  to 
be  a  woman  that  hath  had  a  great  fliare  in  the  promoting 
and  divulging  of  thofe  opinions  that  are  caufes  of  this 
trouble,  and  to  be  nearly  joined  not  only  in  affinity  and 
afFeclion  with  fome  of  thofe  the  court  hath  taken  notice 
of  and  paffed  cenfure  upon,  but  you  have  fpoken  divers 
things  as  we  have  been  informed  very  prejudicial  to  the 
honour  of  the  churches  and  mrnifters  thereof,  and  you 
have  maintained  a  meeting  and  an  affembly  in  your  houfc 
that  hath  been  condemned  by  the  general  aiTembly  as  a 
thing  not  tolerable  nor  comely  in  the  fight  of  God  nor 
fitting  for  your  fex,  and  notwithstanding  that  was  cried 
down  you  have  continued  the  fame*  therefore  we  have 
thought  good  to  fend  fcryou  tounderfland  how  things 
are,  that  if  you  be  in  an  erroneous  way  we  may  reduce 
you  that  fo  you  may  become  a  profitable  member  here 
among  us,  cxherwife  if  you  be  obflinate  in  yourcourfe 
that  then  the  court  may  take  fuch  eourfe  that  you  may 
trouble"  us  no  further,  therefore  I  would  iutreat  yon  to 
cxprefs  whether  you  do  not  hold  and  alfent  in  praclice 
Zo  thofe  opinions  and  factions  that  have  been  handled  in 
court  already,  that  is  to  fay,  whether  you  do  notjuftify 
Mr.  Wheelwright's  fermon  and  the  petition. 

Mrs.  ")I  am  called  here  toanfwer  before  you  but 

-HuichinfcB,  5     I  ^ear  ?$  things  laid  to  my  charge. 

Gov. 
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Gov.  I  have  told  you  fome  already  and  morel  can 
tell  you.     (Mrs.  H.)     Name  one  Sir. 

Gov.     Have  I  not  named  fome  already  ? 

Mrs.  H.     What   have  I  faid  or  done  ? 

Gov.  Why  for  your  doings,  this  you  did  harbour  and 
countenance  thofe  that  are  parties  in  this  faction  that  you 
have  heard  of.  (Mrs.H.)  That's  matter  of  confcience, Sir. 

Gov,  Your  confcience  you  mull:  keep  or  it  mud  be 
kept  for  you. 

Mrs.  H.  Mail  not  I  then  entertain  the  faints  be- 
caufe  I  rnufr.  keep  my  confcience. 

Gov.  Say  that  one  brother  mould  commit  felony  or 
treafon  and  come  to  his  other  brother's  houfe,  if  ne 
knows  him  guilty  and  conceals  him  he  is  guilty  of  the 
fame.  It  is  his  confcience  to  entertain  him,  but  if  his 
confcience  comes  into  act  in  giving  countenance  and  en- 
tertainment to  him  that  hath  broken  the  law  he  is  guilty 
too.  So  if  you  do  countenance  thofe  that  are  trarif- 
greflors  of  the  law  you  are  in  the  fame  fact. 

Mrs.  H. ,  What  law  do  they  tranfgrefs  ? 

Gov.    The  law  of  God  and  of  the  flate. 

Mrs.H.     In  what  particular  ? 

Gov.  Why  in  this  among  the  reft,  whereas  the  Lord 
doth,  Qy  honour   thy  father  and  thy  mother. 

Mrs.  H.  Ey  Sir  in  the  Lord.  (Gov.)  This  honour 
you  have  broke  in  giving  countenance  to  them. 

Mrs.  H.  In  entertaining  thofe  did  I  entertain  therri 
again (1  any  ail  (for  there  is  the  thing)  or  what  God 
hath  appointed  ? 

Gov.  You  knew  that  Mr.  Wheelwright  did  preach' 
this  fermon  and  thofe  that  countenance  him  in  this  do' 
break  a  law. 

Mrs.  H.    What  law  have  I  broken  ? 

Gov.     Why  the  fifth  commandment. 

Mrs.  H.     1  deny  that  for  he  faith  in  the  Lord. 

Gov.     You  have  joined  with  them  in  the  faction. 

Mrs.  H.     In  what  faction  have  I  joined  with  them  ? 

Gov.     In  presenting  the  petition. 

I  i  2  Mrs.  H„- 
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Mrs.  tt.  Suppofe  I  had  fet  ray  hand  to  the  petition 
tyhat  then  ?       (Gov.)    You  faw  that  cafe  tried  before. 

Mrs.  H.     But  I  had  not  my  hand  to  the  petition. 

Gov.  You  havecouncelled  them.  (Mrs.H.)  Wherein  ? 

Gov.     Why  in   entertaining    them. 

Mrs.  H.     What  breach   of  law  is  that  Sir  ? 

Gov.     Why  difhonouring  of  parents. 

Mrs.  H.  But  put  the  cafe  Sir  that  I  do  fear  the  Lord 
and  my  parents*  may  not  I  entertain  them  that  fear  the 
Lord  becaufe  my  parents  will  not  give  me  leave  ? 

Gov.  If  they  be  the  fathers  of  the  commonwealth, 
and  they  of  another  religion,  if  you  entertain  them  then 
you  difhonour  your  parents  and  are  juftly  punifhable. 

Mrs.  H.  If  1  entertain  them,  as  they  have  diilio- 
Jioured  their  parents  I  do. 

Gov.  No  but  you  by  countenancing  them  above 
Others  put  honor  upon  them. 

Mrs.  H.  I  may  put  honor  upon  them  as  the  children 
of  God  and  as  they  do  honor  the  Lord. 

Gov.  We  do  not  mean  to  difcourfe  with  thofe  of* 
your  fex  but  only  this ;  you  do  adhere  unto  them  and 
do  endeavour  to  fet  forward  this  faction  and  fo  you 
do  difhonour  us. 

Mrs.H.  I  do  acknowledge  no  fuch  thing  neithef 
do  I  think  that  I  ever  put  any  difhonour  upon  yon. 

Gov.  Why  do  you  keep  fuch  a  meeting  at  your 
houfe  as  you  do  every  week  upon  a  fet  day  ? 

Mrs.  H.  It  is  lawful  for  me  fo  to  do,  as  it  is  allyouf 
practices  and  can  you  find  a  Warrant  for  yourfelf  and 
condemn  me  for  the  fame  thing  ?  The  ground  of  my 
faking  it  up  was,  when  I  firft  came  to  this  land  becaufe 
I  did  not  go  to  fuch  meetings  as  thofe  were,  it  was  pre- 
fently  reported  that  I  did  not  allow  of  fuch  meetings 
but  held  them  unlawful  and  therefore  in  that  regard  they 
faid  I  was  proud  and  did  defpife  all  ordinances,  upon 
that  a  friend  came  unto  me  and  told  me  of  it  and  I  to 
prevent  fuch  afperfions  took  it  up,  but  it  was  in  practice 
before  I  came  therefore  I  was  not  the  firft. 

Gov. 
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Gov.  For  this,  that  you  appeal  to  our  pra&ice  you 
need  no  confutation.  If  your  meeting  had  anfwered  to  the 
former  it  had  not  been  offenfive,  but  I  will  fay  that  there 
was  no  meeting  of  women  alone,  but  your  meeting  is  of 
another  fort  for  there  are  fometimes  men  amoqg  you. 

Mrs.  H.     There  was  never  any  man  with  us. 

Gor.  Well,  admit  there  was  no  man  at  your  meeting 
and  that  you  was  forry  for  it,  there  is  no  warrant  for  your 
doings,  and  by  what  warrant  do  you  continue  fuch  a  courfe  ? 

Airs.  H.  I  conceive  there  lyes  a  clear  rule  in  Titus, 
that  the  elder  women  fhould  inflrucltheypunger  and  then 
I  mqft  have  a  time  wherein  I  mud  do  it. 

Gov.  All  this  I  grant  you,  I  grant  you  a  time  for  it, 
but  what  is  this  to  the  purpofe  that  you  Mrs.  Hutchin- 
fon  muft  call  a  company  together  from  their  callings  to 
come  to  be  taught  of  you? 

Mrs,  H.  Will  it  pleafe  you  to  anfwer  me  this  and! 
to  give  me  a  rule  for  then  I  will  willingly  fubmit  to  any 
truth.  If  any  come  to  my  houfe  to  be  inftructed  in  the 
ways  of  God  what  rule  have  I  to  put  them  away  ? 

Gov.  But  fuppofe  that  a  hundred  men  come  unto 
you  to  be  inftru£ted  will  you  forbear  to  inftruft  them  ? 

Mrs.  H     As  far  as  I  conceive  I  crofs  a  rule  in  it. 

Gov.     Very  well  and  do  you  not  fo  here  ? 

Mrs.  H.     No  Sir  for  my  ground  is  they  are  men. 

Gov.  Men  and  women  all  is  one  for  that,  but  fuppofe 
that  a  man  (hould  come  and  fay  Mrs.  Hutchinfon  I  hear 
that  you  are  area  woman  that  God  hath  given  his  grace 
unto  and  you  have  knowledge  in  the  word  of  God  I  pray 
inflruct.  me  a  little,  ought  you  notto  inftrucl  this  man  ? 

Mrs.  H.     I  think  I  may Do  you  think   it  nor 

lawful  for  me  to  teach  women  and  wThy  do  you  call  me 
to  teach  the  court  ? 

Gov.  We  do  not  call  you  to  teach  the  court  but  to 
lay  open  yourfelf. 

Mrs.  H.  I  defire  you  that  you  would  then  fet  me 
down  a  rule  by  which  I  may  put  them  away  that  come 
unto  me  and  fo  have  peace  in  fo  doing. 

1 1  i  Gov, 
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Gov.    You  mufl  fhew  your  ru!e  to  receive  thera. 

Mrs.  H.     I  have  done  it. 

Gov.  I  deny  it  becaufe  I  have  brought  more  argu- 
ments than  you  have. 

Mrs.  H.     1  fay,  to  me  it  is  a  rule. 

Mr.  Endicot.  You  fay  there  are  fome  rules  unto  you* 
I  think  there  is  a  contradiction  in  your  own  words. 
What  rule  for  your  practice  do  you  bring,  only  a  cufiorn 
in  Bofton. 

Mrs.  H.  No  Sir  that  was  no  rule  to  me  but  if  you 
look  upon  the  rule  in  Titus  it  is  a  rule  to  me.  If  you 
convince  me  that  it  is  no  rule  I  fhall  yield. 

Gov.  You  know  that  there  is  no  rule  that  croflcs 
another,  but  this  rule  croifes  that  in  the  Corinthians. 
Butyoumuft  takeit  in  this  fenfe  that  elder  women  mufl 
jnifrucl:  the  younger  about  their  bufmefs  and  to  love 
their  hufbands  and  not  make  them  to  clafh. 

Mrs.  H.  I  do  not  conceive  but  that  it  is  meant  for 
fome  publick  times. 

Gov.     Well,  have  you  no  more  to  fay  but  this  ? 

Mrs.  H.     I  have  faid  fufficient  for  my   practice. 

Gov.  Your  courfe  is  not  to  be  fullered  for,  befides 
that  we  find  fuch  a  courfe  as  this  to  he  greatly  prejudi- 
cial to  the  (late,  befides  the  cccafion  that  it  is  to  Fetfucq 
many  honed:  perfons  that  are  called  to  thofe  meetings 
and  your  opinions  being  known  to  be  different  from  the 
word  of  God  may  feduce  many  fimple  fouls  that  refort 
unto  you,  befides  that  the  occafion  which  hath  come  of 
late  hath  come  from  none  but  fnch  as  have  frequented 
your  meetings,  fo  that  now  they  are  fiown  oil  from 
magjftrates  and  minifiers  and  this  fmce  they  have  come 
to  you,  and  betides  that  it  will  not  well  (land  with  the 
commonwealth  that  families  fhould  be  neglected  for  io 
many  neighbours  and  dames  and  fo  much  time  fpent,  we 
fee  no  rule  of  God  for  this,  we  fee  not  that  any  mould 
haveauthority  to  fetup  any  other  exercifes  befides  what 
authority  hath  already  fet  up  and  fo  what  hurt  comes 
of  this  you  will  be  guilty  of  and  we  for  fuffei  ing  you.' 
■     '     i    '      •  ■  -     '      "    -  Mrs,H. 
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Mrs.  H.     Sir  I  do  not  believe  chat  to  be  fo. 

Gov.  Well,  we  fee  how  it  is  we  mud  therefore  put 
it  away  from  you  or  reflrain  you  from  maintaining  this 
courfe. 

Mrs.  H.  If  you  have  a  rule  for  it  from  God's  word 
you   may. 

Gov.  We  are  your  judges,  and  not  you  ours  and 
we  mu ft  compel  you  to  k. 

Mrs.  H.  If  it  pleafe  you  by  authority  to  put  it  down; 
J  will  freely  let  you  for  I  am  iubjecl  to  your  authority. 

Mr.  Bradflreet.*    I  would  afk  this  queftion  of  Mrs. 
Hutchinfon,  whether  you  do  think  this  is'lawful  ?  for 
then  this  will  follow  that  all  other  women  that  do  not 
are  in  a  fin, 
I    Mrs.  H.    I  conceive  this  is  a  free  will  offering. 

Brauil:.  li  it  be  a  free  will  offering  you  ought  to 
forbear  it  becaufe  it  gives  offence. 

Mrs.H.  Sir,  in  regard  of  myfelf  I  could,  but  for  others 
I  t\o  not  yet  fee  light  but  (hall  further  confider  of  it. 

Bradft.  I  am  not  again (1  all  women's  meetings  but 
do  think  them  to  be   lawful. 

Air.  Dudley,  7  Here  hath   been  much    fpoken  con- 

6^p.  gov.     5   cerning  Mrs.  Hutchinfon's  meetings 

and  among  other  anfwers  me  faith   that  men  come  nqt 

there,  I  would  alk  you  this  one  quefUan  then,  whether 

never  any  man  was  at  your  meeting  ? 

Gov.     There  are  two  meetings  kept  at  their  houfe. 

Dep.  gov.  How ;  is  there  two  meetings  i 

Mrs.  H.  Ey  Sir,  I  fiiall  not  equivocate,,  there  is  -a 
meeting  of  men  and  women  and  there  is  a  meetiig 
only  for  women. 

Dep.  gov.    Are  they  both  cppftant  ? 

Mrs.  H.     No,  but  upon  occasions  they  are  deferred. 

Mr.  Eudicor.  f  Who  teaches  in  the  men's  meeting 
none  but  men^donot  women  fometimes? 

Mrs.  H.    Never  as   1  heard,   not  one. 

Dep.  gov.  1  would  go  a  little  higher  with  Mrs. 
Hutchinfon.    About   three  years  ago  we  were  all   iii 

I  i  4  peace. 

*  One  of  the  affi.ftan.ts.  \  One  of  the  a(pfta*Qts. 
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peace.  Mrs.  Hutchinfon  from  that  time  me  came  bath 
made  a  difturbance,anu  fome  that  came  over  with  her  in 
the  fliip  did  inform  me  what  me  was  as  foon  as  (he  was 
landed.  I  being  then  in  place  dealt  with  the  paftor  and 
teacher  of  Boflon  and  deiired  them  to  enquire  of  her, 
and  then  I  was  fatisiied  that  ihe  held  nothing  different 
from  us,  but  within  half  a  year  after,  (lie  had  vented 
divers  of  her  ftrange  opinions  and  had  made  parties  in 
the  country,  and  at  length  it  comes  that  Mr.  Cotton  and 
Mr.  Vane  were  of  her  judgment,  but  Mr,  Gotton  hath 
cleared  himfelf  that  he  was  not  of  that  mind,  but  now  it 
appears  by  this  woman's  meeting  that  Mrs.  Hutchinfon 
hath  fo  foreftalled  the  minds  of  many  by  their  refort  to 
her  meeting  that  now  (lie  hath  a  potent  party  in  the 
country.  Now  if  all  thefe  things  have  endangered  us 
as  from  that  foundation  and  if  me  in  particular  hath 
difparaged  all  our  minifters  in  the  land  that  they  have 
preached  a  covenant  of  works,  and  only  Mr.  Cotton  a 
covenant  of  grace,  why  this  is  not  to  be  fufFered,  and 
therefore  being  driven  to  the  foundation  and  it  being 
found  that  Mrs.  Hutchinfon  is  me  that  hath  depraved 
all  the  minifters  and  hath  been  the  caufe  of  what  is  fallen 
out,  why  we  mud  take  away  the  foundation  and  the 
building  will  fall. 

Mrs.  H.     I  pray  Sir  prove  it  that  I  faid  they  preache4 
nothing  but  a  covenant  of  works. 

Dep.  Gov.     Nothing  but  a  covenant  of  works,  why 
a  Jefuit  may  preach  truth  fometimes. 

Mrs.  H.     Did  I  ever  fay  they  preached  a  covenant 
of  works  then  ? 

Dep.  Gov.     If  they  do  not  preach  a  covenant  of  grace 
clearly,  then  they  preach  a  covenant  of  works. 

Mrs.  H.     No  Sir,  one  may  preach  a  covenant  of  grace 
more  clearly  than  another,  fo  1  faid. 

D.Gov.     We  are  not  upon  that  now  but  upon  pofition, 

Mrs.  R,     Prove  this  then  Sir  that  you  fay  1  laid. 

D.  Gov.     When  they  do  preach  a  covenant  of  works 
i:<  they  preach  truth  ' 

>.  II  Yes 
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Mrs.  H.  Yes  Sir,  but  when  they  preach  a  covenant 
of  works  for  falvation,  that  is  not  truth. 

D.  Gov.  I  do  but  afk  you  this,  when  the  minifters  da 
preach  a  covenant  of  works  do  they  preach  a  way  of 
falvation  ? 

Mrs.  H.  I  did  not  come  hither  to  anfwer  to  queftions 
of  that  fort. 

D.  Gov.  Becaufe  you  will  deny  the  thing. 

Mrs.  H.  Ey,  but  that  is  to  be  proved  firft. 

P.  Gov.  I  will  make  it  plain  that  you  did  fay  that  the 
minifters  did  preach  a  covenant  of  works. 

Mrs.  H,  I  deny  that. 

D.  Gov.  And  that  you  faid  they  were  not  able  mini- 
fters  of  the  new  teftament,  but  Mr.  Cotton  only. 

Mrs,  H.  If  ever  I  fpake  that  I  proved  it  by  God's  word. 

Court.  Very  well,  very  well. 

Mrs.  H.  If  one  fliall  come  unto  me  in  private,  and 
delire  me  ferioufly  to  tell  them  what  I  thought  of  fuch 
an  one.     I  muft  either  fpeak  falfe  or  true  in  my  anfwer. 

D.  Gov.  Likewife  I  will  prove  this  that  you  faid  the 
gofpel  in  the  letter  and  words  holds  forth  nothing  but  a 
covenant  of  works  and  that  all  that  do  not  hold  as  you 
do  are  in  a  covenant  of  works. 

Mrs.  H.  I  deny  this  for  if  I  fhould  fo  fay  I  fhould 
fpeak  againft  my  own  judgment. 

Mr.  Endicot.  I  defire  to  fpeak  feeing  Mrs.  Hutchinfon 
feems  to  lay  fomething  againft  them  that  are  to  witnefs 
againft   her. 

Gover.  Only  I  would  add  this.  It  is  well  difcerned 
to  the  court  that  Mrs.  Hutchinfon  can  tell  when  to 
fpeak  and  when  to  hold  her  tongue.  Upon  the  anfwering 
pf  a  cjueftion  which  we  delire  her  to  tell  her  thoughts 
of  (lie  defires  to  be  pardoned. 

Mrs.  H.  It  is  one  thing  for  me  to  come  before '  a 
public  magiftracy  and  there  to  fpeak  what  they  would 
have  me  to  fpeak  and  another  when  a  man  comes  to  me 
in  a  way  of  friend  (hip  privately  there  is  'difference  in  thai. 

Gov,  "VYhat  if  the  matter  be  all  one  ? 

Mk 
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Mr.    Hugh     7  That  which  concerns   us  to   fpeale 
Peters.*        3    unt0  as  Yet  we  are  sparing  in  unlefs- 
the  court  command  us  to  fpeak,  then  we  "(hall  anfwer  to 
Mrs.    Harchinfon  notwithftanding    our    brethren    are 
very  unwilling  to  anfwer. 

Govern.  This  fpeech  was  not  fpoken  in  a  corner  but 
in  a  public  affembly,  and  though  things  were  fpoken 
in  private  yet  now  coming  to  us,  we  are  to  deal  with 
them   as  public. 

Mr.  Peters.  We  fhall  give  you  a  fair  account  of  what 
was  faid  and  defire  that  we  may  not  be  thought  to  come 
as  informers  againft  the  gentlewoman,  but  as  it  may  be 
ferviceable  for  the  country  and  our  poiterity  to  give  you 
a  brief  account.  This  gentlewoman  went  under  iufpi- 
cion  not  only  from  her  landing,  that  flie  was  a  woman 
not  only  difficult  in  her  opinions,  but  alio  of  an  intem- 
perate fpirit.  What  was  done  at  her  landing  I  do  net 
well  remember,  but  affbon  as  Mr.  Vane  and  our  felves 
came  this  controverfy  began  yet  it  did  reflect  upon  Mr?, 
Hutchinfon  and  fome  of  our  brethren  had  dealt  with 
her,  and  it  fo  fell  out  that  fome  of  cur  minifrxy  doth 
fiiffer  as  if  it  were  not  according  to  the  gofpel  and  as  if 
we  taught  a  covenant  of  works  inftead  of  a  covenant  of 
grace.  Upon  thefe  and  the  like  we  did  addrefs  cur- 
felves  to  the  teacher  of  that  church,  and  the  court  then 
affembled  being  fenfible  of  thefe  things,  and  this  gentle- 
woman  being  as  we  underftood  a  chief  agent,  our  defire 
to  the  teacher  was  to  tell  us  wherein  the  difference  fay 
between  him  and  us,  for  the  fpring  did  then  aiife  as  we 
did  conceive  from  this  gentlewoman,  and  fo  we  told  him. 
He  faid  that  he  thought  it  nor  according  to  God  to  com- 
mend this  to  the  ma^ifcrates  but  to  take  fome  other 
courfe,  and  fo  going  on  in  the  difcourfc  we  thought  rt 
good  to  fend  for  this  gentlewoman,  and  lhe  willingly 
came,  and  at  the  very  firft  we  gave  her  notice  that  fuch. 
reports  there  were  that  (he  did  conceive  our  miniury  to 
be  different  from  the  miniftry  of  the  gofpel,  and  that  we 

t.inghc 
*  MialP.cr  of  Sa'siD,  afterwards  famous  in  England. 
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taught  a  covenant  of  works,  8rc.  and  this  was  her  table 
talk  and  therefore  we  defired  her  to  clear  herfelf  and 
deal  plainly.  She  was  very  tender  at  the  firft.  Some 
of  our  brethren  did  defire  to  put  this  upon  proof,  and 
then  her  words  upon  that  were.  The  fear  of  man  is  a 
fnare  why  lhould  I  be  afraid.  Thefe  were  her  words, 
1  did  then  take  upon  me  to  aik  her  this  queftion.  What 
difference  do  you  conceive  to  be  between  your  teacher 
and  us  ?  She  did  not  requeil  us  that  we  mould  prefervc 
her  from  danger  or  that  we  mould  be  filent.  Briefly, 
me  told  me  there  Was  a  wide  and  a  broad  difference  be- 
tween our  brother  Mr.  Cotton  and  our  felves.  I  defired 
to  know  the  difference.  She  anfwered  that  he  preaches 
the  covenant  of  grace  and  you  the  covenant  of  works, 
and  that  you  are  not  able  minifters  of  the  new  teftament 
and  know  no  more  than  the  apoftles  did  before  the  re- 
furre&ion  of  Chrift.  I  did  then  put  it  to  her,  What  do 
you  conceive  of  fuch  a  brother  ?  She  anfwered  he  had 
not  the  fcal  of  the  fpirit.  And  other  things  we  aiked 
her  but  generally  the  frame  of  her  courfe  was  this,  that 
{he  did  conceive  that  we  were  not  able  minifters  of  the 
gofpel.  And  that  day  being  paft  our  brother  Cotton  was 
ferry  that  (he  mould  lay  us  under  a  covenant  of  works, 
and  could  have  wifhed  (lie  had  not  done  fo.  The  elders 
being  there  prefent  we  did  charge  them  with  her,  and 
the  teacher  of  the  place  faid  they  would  fpeak  further 
with  her,  and  after  fome  time  me  anfwered  that  we  were 
gone  as  far  as  the  apoftles  were  before  Chrift's  afcenfion. 
iAnd  fince  that  we  have  gone  with  tears  fome  of  us  to  her, 

Mrs.  H.  If  our  paftor  would  mew  his  writings  you 
mould  fee  what  1  faid,  and  that  many  things  are  not  fo 
as  is  reported. 

Mr.  Wilfon.f  Sifter  Hutchinfon,  for  the  writings  you 
fpeak  of  I  have  them  not,  and  this  I  muft  fay  I  did  not 
write  down  all  that  was  faid  and  did  pafs  betwixt  one 
and  another,  yet  I  fay  what  is  written  I  will  avouch. 

Dep.  Gov.  I  defire  that  the  other  elders  will  fay 
What  Mr.  Peters  hath  faid., 

Mr.  Weld, 
t  Pador  or  oas  of  the  minifters  of  Bqflcn. 
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Mr.  Weld.*  Being  defired  by  the  honoured  court, 
that  which  our  brother  Peters  hath  fpoken  was  the  truth 
and  things  were  fpoken  as  he  hath  related  and  the  occa- 
iion  of  calling  this  fitter  and  the  pafTages  that  were  there 
among  us.  And  myfelf  afking  why  flie  did  caft  fuch 
afperfions  upon  the  minifters  of  the  country  though  we 
were  poor  finful  men  and  for  our  felves  we  cared  not  but 
for  the  precious  doctrine  we  held  forth  we  could  not  but 
grieve  to  hear  that  fo  blafphemed.  She  at  that  time  was 
fparing  in  her  fpeech.  I  need  not  repeat  the  things  they 
have  been  truly  related.  She  faid  the  fear  of  man  is  a 
fnare  and  therefore  I  will  fpeak  freely  and  flie  fpake  her 
judgment  and  mind  freely  as  was  before  related,  that  Mr. 
Cotton  did  preach  a  covenant  of  grace  and  we  a  covenant 
of  works.  And  this  I  remember  (lie  faid  we  could  not 
preach  a  covenant  of  grace  becaufe  we  were  not  fealed, 
and  we  were  not  ahle  minifters  of  the  new  teftament  no 
more  than  were  the  difciples  befpre  the  refurrecticn  of 
Chrift. 

Mr.  Phillips,f  For  my  own  part  I  have  had  little  to  do 
in  thefe  things  only  at  that  time  I  was  there  and  yet  not 
being  privy  to  the  ground  of  that  which  our  brother 
Peters  hath  mentioned  but  they  procuring  me  to  go 
along  with  them  telling  me  that  they  were  to  deal  with 
her ;  at  firft  me  was  unwilling  to  anfwer  but  at  length  Die 
faid  there  was  a  great  deal  of  difference  between  Mr. 
Cotton  and  we.  Upon  this  Mr.  Cotton  did  fay  that  he 
could  have  wifhed  that  me  had  not  put  that  in,  Being 
afked  of  particulars  (he  did  inftance  in  Mr.  Shephard 
that  he  did  not  preach  a  covenant  of  grace  clearly  and 
{lie  inftanced  our  brother  Weld.  Then  1  aifcec  her  of 
myfelf  (being  'flie  fpake  rafhly  of  them  all)  becaufe  flic 
never  heard  me  at  all.  She  likewife  faid  that  we  were 
not  able  miniflers  of  the  new  teftament  and  her  reafon 
was  becaufe  we  were  not  fealed. 

Mr. 

*  Minider  of  Roxbury.     He  wrote  the  hiftory  of  aatiaorojaiaifcp, 
f  Miftifter  of  Water  town. 
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Mr.  Simrnes.*  For  my  own  part  being  called  to  fpeak 

in  this  cafe  to  difcharge  the  relation  wherein  I  ftand  to 

the  commonwealth  arid  that  which  I  (land  in  unto  God, 

I  (hall  fpeak  briefly-  For  my  acquaintance  with  thisper- 

fon  I  had  none  in  our  native  country,  only  I  had  occa- 

fion  to  be  in  her  company  once  or  twice  before  I  came, 

where  I  did  perceive  that  (he  did  flight  the  minifters  of 

the  word  of  God;    But  I  came  along  with  her  in  the 

(hip,  and  it  fo  fell  out  that  we  were  in  the  great  cabin 

together  and  therein  did  agree  with  the  labours  of  Mr, 

Lothrop  and  myfeifi  only  there  was  a  fecret  oppofition 

to  things  delivered.     The  main  thing  that  was  then  in 

hand  was  about  the  evidencing  of  a  good  eftate,  and 

among  the  reft  about  that  place  in  John  concerning  the 

love  of  the  brethren.    That  which  I  took  notice  of  was 

the  corruptnefs  and  narrownefs  of  her  opinions,  which 

I  doubt  not  but  I  may  call  them  fo,  but  (he  faid,  when 

(lie  came  to  Bofton  there  would  be  fomething  more  feen 

than  I  faid,  for  fuch  fpeeches  were  caft  about  and  abufed 

as  that  of  our  fa v  lour,  I  have  many  things  to  fay  but 

you  cannot  bear  them  now.     And  being  come  and  fhe 

defiring  to  be  admitted  a  member,  I  was  defired  to  be 

there,  and  then  Mr.  Cotton  did  give  me  full  fatisfaclion 

in  the  things  then  in  queftion.     And  for  things  which 

have  been  here  fpoken,  as  far  as  I  can  remember  they 

are  the  truth,  and  when   I  afked  her  what  fhe  thought 

of  me,  flie  faid  alas  you  know  my  mind  long  ago,  yet  I 

do  not  think  myielf  difparaged   by  her  tellimony  and 

1  would   not   trouble  the  court,  only  this  one  thing   I 

dial!  nut  in,  that  Mr.  Dudley  and  Mr.  Haines  were  not 

wanting  in  thecaufe  after  I  had  given  notice  of  her. 

Mr.  Wilfon.  I  defire  you  would  give  me  leave  to 
fpeak  this  word  becaufe  of  what  has  been  faid  concern- 
ing her  entrance  into  the  church.  There  was  fome  dif* 
ficulty  made,  but  in  her  anfwers  me  gate  full  fatisfac- 
tion  to  our  teacher  and  myfelf,  and  for  point  of  evidenc- 
ing j unification  by  fandtincation  fhe  did  not  deny,  but 
only  juftification  mufl  be  firft.     Our  teacher  told  her 

then 

*  MiniiUr  of  Ckarleftown, 
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theft  that  if  fhe  was  of  that  mind  file  would  take  away 
the  fcruple;  for  we  thought  that  matter,  for  point  cV 
order  we  did  not  greatly  1land  upon,  becaufe  we  hoped 
fhe  would  hold  with  us  in  that  truth  as  well  as  the  other. 

Mr.  Shephard.*  I  am  loth  to  fpeak  in  this  affembly 
concerning  this  gentlewoman  in  queftion,  but  I  can  do 
no  lefs  than  fpeak  what  my  confcience  fpeaks  unto  me. 
For  perfonal  reproaches  I  take  it  a  man's  wifdom  to  con- 
ceal. Concerning  the  reproaches  of  the  miniftry  of  our'- 
there  hath  been  many  in  the  country,  and  this  hath  been 
my  thoughts  of  that.  Let  men  fpeak  what  they   will  not 
only  againft  perfons   but  againft  mini  dry,  let  that  pais; 
but  let  us  drive  to  fpeak   to  the  confciences  of  men, 
knowing  that  if  we  had  the  truth  wrth  us  we  mail  not 
need  to  approve  our  words  by  our  practice  and  our  min  - 
ftry  to  the  hearts  of  the  people,  and  they  mould  fpeak 
for  us  and  therefore  I  have  fatisfied  myfelf  and  the  bre- 
thren with  that.     Now  for  that  which   concerns  this 
gentlewoman  at  this  time  I  do  not  well  remember  every 
particular,  only  this  I  do  remember  that  the  end  of  our 
meeting  was  to  fatisfy  ourfelves  in  fome  points.     Among 
the  reft    Mrs.  Hutchinfon   was  dcfired   to  fpeak  her     « 
thoughts  concerning  the  minifters  of  the  Bay.     Now  I 
remember  that  fhefaid  that  we  were  not  able  miniilers 
of  the  new  teflament.     I  followed  her  with  particulars, 
fhe  inflanced  myfelf  as  being  at  the  lecture  and  hearing 
me  preach  when  as   I  gave  fome   means   whereby  a 
chriftian  might  come  to  the  aflurance  of  God's  love. 
She  inflanced  that  I   was  not  fealed.     I  faid  why  did 
flic  fay  fo.     She  faid  becaufe  you  put  love  for  an  evi- 
dence.    Now  1  am  fure  (he  was  in  an  error  in  this  fpeech 
for  if  aiTurance  be  an  holy  eftate  then  I  am  fure  there 
are  not  graces  wanting  to  evidence  it. 

Mr.  Eliot.f  I  am  loth  to  fpend  time  therefore  I  mall 
confent  to  what  hath  been  faid.  Our  brethren  did  in- 
treat  us  to  write  and  a  few  things  I  did  write  the  fab- 
fiance  of  which  hath  been  here  fpoken:  and  I  have  it  m 
tvriting  therefore  I  do  avouch  it. 

Mr, 
*  Minite  of  Cambridge.         f  MisKber  of  Rorbury, 
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Mr.  Shephard.  I  defire  to  fpeak  this  word,  it  may  be 
bat  a  flip  of  her  tongue,  and  I  hope  (he  will  be  forry  for 
it,  and  then  we  fhall  be  glad  of  it. 

Dep.  Gov.  I  called  thefe  witnelfes  and  you  deny  them. 
You  fee  they  have  proved  this  and  you  deny  this,  but  it 
is  clear.  You  faid  they  preached  a  covenant  of  works 
and  that  they  were  not  able  minifters  of  the  new  tefta- 
rrienf;  now  there  are  two  other  things  that  you  did 
affirm  which  were  that  the  fcriptures  in  the  letter  of 
them  held  forth  nothing  but  a  covenant  of  works  aud 
likewife  that  thofe  that  were  under  a  covenant  of  works 
cannot  be  faved. 

Mrs.  H.  Prove  that  I  faid  fo.  (Gov.)  Did  you  fay  fo  ? 

Mrs.  H.  No  Sir  it  is  your  conclufion. 

D.  Gov.  What  do  1  do  charging  of  you  if  you  deny 
what  is  fo  fully   proved. 

Gov.  Here  are  fix  undeniable  minifters  who  fay  it  is 
true  and  yet  you  deny  that  you  did  fay  that  they  did 
preach  a  covenant  of  works  and  that  they  were  not  able 
minifters  of  the  gofpel,  and  it  appears  plainly  that  you 
have  fpoken  it,  and  whereas  you  fay  that  it  was  drawn 
from  you  in  a  way  of  frrendfh-ip,  you  did  profefs  then 
that  it  was  out  of  confcience  that  you  fpake  and  faid 
The  fear  of  man  is  a  fnare  wherefore  fliould  I  be  afraid, 
I  will  fpeak  plainly  and  freely* 

Mrs.H.  That  I  abfolutely  deny,  for  the  fir  ft  queftion 
teas  thus  anfvvered  by  me  to  them.  They  thought  that 
I  did  conceive  there  was  a  difference  between  them  and 
Mr.  Cotton.  At  the  firft  I  was  fomewhat  referved,  then 
faid  Mr.Peters  I  pray  anfwer  the  queftion  directly  as  fully 
and  as  plainly  as  you  defire  we  fliould  tell  you  our  minds. 
Mrs.  Hutchinfon  we  come  for  plain  dealing  and  telling 
you  our  hearts.  Then  I  faid  I  would  deal  as  plainly  as 
I  could,  and  whereas  they  fay  I  faid  they  were  under  a 
covenant  of  works  and  in  the  ftate  of  the  apoftles  why 
thefe  two  fpeeches  crofs  one  another.  I  might  fay  they 
might  preach  a  covenant  of  works  as  did  the  apoftles, 
but  to  preach  a  covenant  of  works  and  to  be  under  a 
covenant  of  works  is  another  bufinefs.  -p 
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Dep.  Gov.  There  have  been  fix  witneffes  to  pro  re 
this  and  yet  you  deny  it. 

Mrs.  H.  I  deny  that  thefe  Were  the  firft  words  that 
Were  fpoken. 

Gov.  You  make  the  cafe  worfe,  for  you  clearly  (hew 
that  the  ground  of  your  opening  your  mind  was  not 
to  fatisfy  them  but  to  fatisfy  your  own  conscience. 

Mr.  Peters.  We  do  not  defire  to  be  fo  narrow  to  the 
court  and  the  gentlewoman  about  times  and  feafons, 
whether  firft  or  after,  but  faid   it  was. 

Dep.  Gov.  For  that  other  thing  I  mentioned  for  the 
letter  of  the  fcripture  that  it  held  forth  nothing  but  a 
covenant  of  works,  and  for  the  latter  that  we  are  in  a 
flate  of  damnation,  being  under  a  covenant  of  works,  or 
to  that  effect,  thefe  two  things  you  alfo  deny.  Now  the 
cafe  (lands  thus.  About  three  quarters  of  a  year  agel 
I  heard  of  it,  and  fpeaking  of  it  there  came  one  to  me 
who  is  not  here,  but  will  affirm  it  if  need  be,  as  he  did 
to  me  that  he  did  hear  you  fay  in  fo  many  words.  He 
fet  it  down  under  his  hand  and  I  can  bring  it  forth  when 
the  court  pleafes.  His  name  is  fubfcribed  to  both  thefe 
things,  and  upon  my  peril  be  it  if  I  bring  yon  not  in  the 
paper  and  bring  the  minifter  (meaning  Mr.  Ward)  to 
be  depofed. 

Gov.  What  fay  you  to  this,  though  nothing  be  direct- 
ly proved  yet  you  hear  it  may  be. 

Mrs.  H.  I  acknowledge  ufing  the  words  of  the  apof- 
tle  to  the  Corinthians  unto  him,  that  they  that  were  mU 
nifters  of  the  letter  and  not  the  fpirit  did  preach  a  cove- 
nant of  works.  Upon  his-  faying  there  was  no  fuch 
fcripture,  then  I  fetched  the  bible  and  ftiewed  him  this 
place  2  Gor.  iii.  6*  He  faid  that  was  the  letter  of  the 
lawi  No  faid  I  it  is  the  letter  of  the  gofpel. 

Gov.  You  have  fpoken  this  more  than  ortce  then. 

Mrs.  H.  Then  upon  further  difcourfe  about  proving 
a  good  eftate  and  holding  it  out  by  the  manifestation  of 
the  fpirit  he  did  acknowledge  that  to  be  the  nearefl 
way,  bin  yet  faid  he,  will  yoa  not  acknowledge  that 

which 
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which  we  hold  forth  to  be  a  way  too  wherein  we  may 
have  hope ;  no  truly  if  that  he  a  way  it  is  a  way  to  hell 

Gov.  Mrs.  Hurchinfon,  the  court  you  fee  hath  la- 
boured to  bring  you  to  acknowledge  the  error  of  your 
way  that  fo  you  might  be  reduced,  the  time  now  grows 
late,  we  {hail  therefore  give  you  a  little  more  time  to 
confider  of  it  and  therefore  defire  that  you  attend  the 
court  again  in  the  morning*  ; 

-  The  next  morning. 

Gov.  We  proceeded  the  lad  night  as  far  as  we  could 
in  hearing  of  this  caufe  of  Mrs.  Jiutchinfon.  There 
were  divers  things  laid  to  her  charge,  her  ordinary  meet- 
ings about  religious  exercifes,  her  fpeeches  in  derogation 
of  the  minifters  among  us,  and  the  vveaknjng  of  the 
hands  and  hearts  of  the  people  towards  them.  Here  was 
fufficient  proof  made  of  that  which  fhe  was  accufed  of 
in  that  point  concerning  the  minifters  and  their  miniftry, 
as  that  they  did  preach  a  covenant  of  works  when  others 
did  preach  a  covenant  of  grace,  and  that  they  were  not 
able  minifters  of  the  new  teftament,  and  that  they  had  not 
the  feal  of  the  fpirit,  and  this  was  fpokeh  not  as  was 
pretended  out  of  private  conference,  but  out  of  con- 
fcience  and  warrant  from  fcripture  alledged  the  fear  of 
man  is  a  fnare  and  feeing  God  had  given  her  a  calling  to 
it  (he  would  freely  fpeak.  Some  other  fpeeches  (he 
ufed,  as  that  the  letter  of  the  fcripture  held  forth  a  co- 
venant of  works,  and  this  is  offered  to  be  proved  by- 
probable  grounds*  If  there  be  any  thing  elfe  that  the 
court  hath  to  fay  they  may  fpeak. 

Mrs.  H.  The  minifters  come  in  their  own  caufe. 
Now  the  Lord  hath  faid  that  an  oath  is  the  end  of  al! 
controverfy;  though  there  be  a  fufficient  number  of 
witnefles  yet  they  are  not  according  to  the  word,  there- 
fore I  defire  they  may  fpeak  upon  oath. 

Gov.  Well,  it  is  in  the  liberty  of  the  court  whether 
they*wili  have  an  oath  or  no  and  it  is  not  in  this  cafe  as 
in  cafe  of  a  jury.  If  they  be  Satisfied  they  have  fufficienc 
jrintter  to  proceed. 

Vo^.  I  J.  K  k  Mrs, 
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Mrs.H.  I  have  fince  I  went  home  perufed  fome  note^ 
out  of  what  Mr.  Wilfon  did  then  write  and  I  find  things 
not  to  be  as  hath  been  alledged. 

Gov.  Where  are  the  writings  ? 

Mrs.  H.  I  have  them  not,  it  may  be  Mr.  Wilfon  hath- 

Gov.  What  are  the  in  ft  ructions  that  you  can  give, 
Jrfr.  Wilfon? 

Mr.  Wilfon.  I  do  fay  that  Mr.  Vane  defired  me  to 
Write  the  difcourfe  out  and  whether  it  be  in  his  own 
iands  or  in  fome  body's  elfe  I  know  not.  For  thy  own 
copy  it  is  fomewhat  imperfect,  but  I  could  make  it  per* 
feft  with  a  little  pains. 

Gov.  For  that  which  you  alledge  as  an  exception  againfr. 
the  elders  it  is  vain  and  untrue*  for  they  are  no  profe- 
CUtors  in  this  caufe  but  are  called  towitnefs  in  the  caufe, 

Mr*  H>  But  they  are  witnefles  of  their  own  caufe. 

Gov.  It  is  not  their  caufe  but  the  caufe  of  the  whole 
eountry  and  they  were  unwilling  that  it  ftiould  come 
forth,  but  that  it  was  the  glory  and  honour  of  God. 

Mrs.  H.  But  it  being  the  Lord's  ordinance  that  an 
oath  (hould  be  the  end  of  all  ftrife,  therefore  they  are 
to  deliver  what  they  do  upon  oath. 

Mr.  Bradftreet.  Mrs.  Hutchinfon,  thefe  are  but  cir- 
cumftances  and  adjuncts  to  the  caufe,  admit  they  {hould 
miilake  you  in  your  fpeeches  you  would  make  them  to 
(in  if  you  urge  them  to  fvvear. 

Mrs,.  H.  That  is  not  the  thing.  If  they  accufe  me 
I  defire  it  may  be  upon  oath. 

Gov.  If  the  court  be  not  fatisfied  they  may  have 
an    oath. 

Mr.  Nowel.*  I  fhould  think  it  convenient  that  the 
country  alfo  fnould  be  fatisfied  becaufe  that  I  do  hear  it 
affirmed,  that  things  which  were  fpoken  in  private  are 
carried  abroad  to  the  publkk  and  thereupon  they  do 
undervalue  the  miniflers  of  congregai'ons. 

Mr.  Brown,  f  I  defire  to  fpeak.  If  I  miflake  not  an 
oath  is  of  a  high  nature,  and  it  is  not  to  be  taken  but  in 

*  An  affiftanl. 

f  A  deputy  for  Watertown  and  a  ruling  cider  t^ere, 
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a  controverfy,  and  for  my  part  I  am  afraid  of  an  oath 
and  fear  that  we  (hall  take  God's  name  in  vain,  for  we 
may  take  the  witnefs  of  thefe  men  without  an  oath. 

Mr.  Endicot.  1  think  the  minifters  are  fo  well  known 
unto  us,  that  we  need  riot  take  an  oath  of  them,  but 
indeed  an  oath  is  the  end  of  all  flrife. 

Mrs.  H.  There  are  fome  that  will  take  their  oaths 
to  the  contrary. 

Mr.  Endicot.  Then  it  fhall  go  under  the  name  of  a 
controverfy,  therefore  we  defire  to  fee  the  notes  and 
thofe  alfo  that  will  fwear; 

Gov.  Let  thofe  that  are  not  fatisfieet  in  the  court  fpeak. 

Many  fay. — We  are  not  fatisfied. 

Gov.  I  would  fpeak  this  to  Mrs.  Hutchinfom  If  the 
roiniflers  (hall  take  an  oath  will  you  fit  down  fatisfied  ? 

Mrs.  H.  I  can't  be  notwithstanding  oaths  fatisfied 
againfl  my  own  confeience, 

Mr.  Stoughton.*  t  am  fully  fatisfied  with  this  that: 
the  minifters  do  fpeak  the  truth  but  now  in  regard  of 
cenfure  I  dare  not  hold  up  my  hand  t6  that,  becaufe  it 
is  a  courfe  of  juftice,  and  I  cannot  fatisfy  myfelf  to  pro- 
ceed fo  far  in  a  way  of  juftice,  and  therefore  I  mould 
defire  an  Oath  in  this  as  in  all  other  things.  I  do  but 
fpeak  to  prevent  offence  if  1  fhould  not  hold  up  my  hand 
at  the  cenfure  urilefs  there  be  an  oath  given. 

Mr.  Peters.  We  are  ready  to  fwear  if  we  fee  a  way 
of  God  in  it. 

Here  was  a  parley  between  the  deputy  governor  and 
Mr.  Stoughton    about  the  oath. 

Mr.  Endicot.  If  they  will  not  be  fatisfied  with  a 
reiiiraony  an  oath  will  be  in  vain. 

Mr.  Stoughton.  I  am  perfuaded  that  Mrs.  Hutchin- 
fon  and  many  other  godly-minded  people  will  be  iatisneci 
without  an  oath. 

Mrs,  H.  An  oath  Sir  is  an  end  of  all  flrife  and  it  i:; 
God's  ordinance. 

Mr.  Endicot.  A  fign  it  is  what  refpeft  fhe  hath  to 
their  words,  and  further,  pray  fee  your  argument,  yon 
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will  have  the  words  that  were  written  and  yet  Mr* 
Wilfon  faith  he  writ  not  all,  arid  now  you  will  not 
beliere  all  thefe  godly  minifters  without  an  oath. 

Mrs.  H.  Mr.  Wilfoh  did  affirm  that  which  he  gave  in 
to  the  governor  that  then  was  to  be  true.  (Some  reply) 
But  not  all  the  truth. 

Mr.  Wilfon.  I  did  fay  fofar  as  I  did  take  them  they 
were  true. 

Mr.  Harlakenden.*  !  would  have  the  fpeftators  take 
notice  that  the  court  doth  not  fufpecl:  the  evidence  that 
is  given  in,  though  we  fee  that  whatever  evidence  is 
brought  in  will  not  fatisfy,  for  they  are  refolved  Upon  the 
thing  and  therefore  1  think  you  will  not  be  unwilling 
to  give  your  oaths. 

Gov.  I  fee  no  neceffity  of  an  oath  in  this  thing  feeing 
It  is  true  and  the  fubftance  of  the  matter  confirmed  bv 
divers,  yet  that  all  may  be  fatisfied,  if  the  elders  will 
take  an  oath  they  (hall  have  it  given  them. 

Dep.  Gov.  Let  us  join  the  things  together  that  Mrs. 
Hutch infon  may  fee  what  they  have  their  oaths  for. 

Mrs.  H.  I  wilj  prove  by  what  Mr.  Wilfon  hath  written 
that  they  never  heard  me  fay   fuch  a   thing. 

Mr.Sims.  Wedefire  to  have  the  paper  and  have  it  read. 

Mr.  Harlakenden.  I  am  perfuaded  that  is  the  truth 
that  the  elders  do  fay  and  therefore  I  do  not  fee  it 
neceflary  now  to  call  them  to  oath. 

Gov.  We  cannot  charge  any  thing  of  untruth  upon 
them. 

Mr.  Harlakenden.  Befides,  Mrs.  Hutchinfon  doth  fay 
that  they  are  not  able  minifters  of  the  new  teftament. 

Mrs.  H.  The}  need  not  fwear  to  that. 

Dep.  Gov.    Will   you  confefs  it  then. 

Mis.  H.  I  will  not  deny  it  nor  fay  it. 

Dep.  Gov.  You  mud  do  one. 

Mrs.  H.  After  that  they  have  taken  an  oath,  I  will 
make  good  what  I  fay. 

Gov.  Let  us  {late  the  cafe  and  then  we  may  know 
What  to  do.     That  which  is  laid  to  Mrs.  Hutchinfon's 

charge 
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charge  is  this,  that  fhe  hath  traduced  the  magistrates 
and  minifters  of  this  jurifdiclion,  that  (lie  hath  faid  the 
minifters  preached  a  covenant  of  works  and  Mr.  Cotton 
a  covenant  of  grace,and  that  they  were  not  able  minifters 
of  the  gofpel,  and  (lie  excufes  it  that  (lie  made  it  a  private 
conference  and  with  a  promife  of  fecrecy,  &c,  now  this 
is  charged  upon  her,  and  they  therefore  fent  for  her 
feeing  fhe  made  it  her  table  talk,  and  then  fhe  faid  the 
fear  of  man  was  a  fnare  and  therefore  (lie  would  not 
be  affeared  of  them. 

Mrs.  H.  This  that  )rour  felf  hath  fpoken,  I  defire 
that  they  may  take  their  oaths  upon. 

Gov.  That  that  we  fhould  put  the  reverend  elders 
unto  is  this  that  they  would  deliver  upon  oath  that  which 
they  can  remember  themfelves. 

Mr.  Shepard.  I  know  no  reafon  of  the  oath  but  the 
importunity  of  this  gentlewoman. 

Mr.  Endicor.  You  lifted  up  your  eyes  as  if  you  took 
God  to  witnefs  that  you  came  to  entrap  none  and  yet 
you  will  have  them  fwear. 

Mr.  Harlakenden,  Put  any  paffage  unto  them  and 
fee  what  they   fay. 

Mrs.  H.  They  fay  I  faid  the  fear  of  man  is  a  fnare, 
why  ihould  I  be  afraid.  When  I  came  unto  them,  they 
urging  many  things  unto  me  and  I  being  backward  to 
anfwer  at  firft,  at  length  this  fcripture  came  into  my 
mind  29th  Prov.  15.  The  fear  of  man  bringeth  a  fnare, 
but  whofo  putteth  his  triifl:  in  the  Lord  {hall  be  fafe. 

Mr,  Harlakenden.  This  is  not  an  eftential  thing. 

Gov.  I  remember  his  teftimony  was  this. 

Mrs.  H.  Ey,  that  was  the  thing  that  I  do  deny  for 
they  were  my  words  and  they  were  not  fpoken  at  the 
firft  as  they  do  al ledge. 

Mr.  Peters.  We  cannot  tell  what  was  firft  or  laft,  we. 
fuppofe  that  an  oath  is  an  -end  of  all  ftrife  and  we  are 
tender  of  it,  yet  this  is  the  main  thing  againft  her  that 
flie  charged  us  to  be  unable  minifters;  of  the  gofpel  and 
to  preach  a  covenant  of  works. 
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Govcr.  You  do  underftand  the  thing,  that  thecourt 
is  clear  for  we  are  all  fatisfied  that  it  is  truth  but  becaufe 
we  would  take  away  all  fcruples,  we  defire  that  you 
would  fatisfy  the  fpectators  by  your  oath, 

Mr.  Bifhap.*  I  defire  to  know  before  they  be  put  to 
oath  whether  their  teftimony  be  of  validity. 

Dep.  Gov.  What  do  you  mean  to  trouble  the  court 
with  fuch  queflions.  Mark  what  a  flourifh  Mrs.  Hut- 
chinfon  puts  upon  the  bufinefs  that  (lie  had  witneffes  to 
difprove  what  was  faid  and  here  is  no  man  to  bear  witnefs. 

Mts.H.  If  you  will  not  call  them  in  that  is  nothing  tome. 

Mr.  Eliot.  We  defire  to  know  of  her  and  her  witnef- 
fes what  they  deny  and  then  we  fhall  fpeak  upon  oath. 
I  know  nothing  we  have  fpoken  of  but  we  may  fwear  to. 

Mr.  Sims.  Ey,  and  more  than  we  have  fpoken  to. 

Mr.  Stoughton.  I  would  gladly  that  an  oath  fliould  b$ 
given  that  fo  the  perfon  to  be  condemned  fhould  be 
fatjsfied  in  her  confcience  and  I  would  fay  the  fame  for 

my  own  confcience  if  I  fliould  join  in  the  cenfure 

Two  or  three  lines  in  the  MS  are  defaced  and  not  legible. 

Mr.  Coggefhall.f  I  defire  to  fpeak  a  word  —  It  is 
defired  that  the  elders  would  confer  with  Mr.  Cotton 
before  they  fwear. 

Goverp,  Shall  we  not  believe  fo  many  godly  elders 
Jn  a  caufe  wherein  we  knpw  the  mind  of  the  party 
Without  their  teftimony? 

Mr.  Endicot  to    71  will  tell  you  what  I  fay.    I  think 

Mr.  Coggefhall.  yhn  tms  carriage  of  your's  tends 
to  further  catting  dirt  upon  the  face  of  the  judges. 

Mr.  Harlakenden.  I^er  carriage  doth  the  fame  for 
(he  doth  not  objecl  any  effential  thing,  but  fhe  goes  upon 
circum fiances  and  yet  would  have  them  fworn. 

Mrs.  H.  This  I  would  fay  unto  them.  Forafmuch 
~:  it  was  affirmed  by  the  deputy  that  he  would  bring 
proof  of  thefe  things,  and  the  elders  they  bring  proof  in 
their  own  caufe,  therefore  I  defire  that  particular  wit- 
neffes be  for  thefe  things  tha,t  they  do  fpcak# 

Got, 
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Gov.  The  elders  do  know  what  an  oath  is  and  as  ic 
is  an  ordinance  cf  God  fo  it  fhould  be  ufed. 

Mrs.  H.  That  is  the  thing  I  defire  and  becaufe  the 
deputy  fpake  of  witnefles  1  have  them  here  prefent. 

Mr.  Coiborn.*  We  defire  that  our  teacher  may  be 

called  to  hear  what  is  faid. Upon  this  Mr.  Cotton 

came  and  fat  down  by  Mrs.  Hutchinfon. 

Mr,  Endicot.  This  would  call  fome  blame  upon  the 
miniilers — Well,  but  whatfoever  he  will  or  can  fay  we 
will  believe  the  minifters. 

Mr.  Eliot.  *>  We  defire  to  fee  light  why  we  fhould 
Mr  Shepard.   3    ta^e  an  oath. 

Mr.  Stoughton.  Why  it  is  an  end  of  all  flrife  and  I 
think  you  ought  to  fwear  and  put  an  end  to  the  matter, 

Mr.  Peters.  Our  oath  is  not  to  fatisfy  Mrs.  Hut- 
chinibn  but  the  court. 

Mr.  Endicoc.  The  affembly  will  be  fatisfied  by  it. 

Dep.  Gov.    If  the  country  will  not  be  fatisfied  you 
mud:  fwear. 
Mr.  Shepard.  I  conceive  the  country  doth  notrequireit. 

Dep.  Gov*  Let  her  witneffes  be  called. 

Gov.  Who  be  they  ? 

Mrs.  H%  Mr.  Leveret  an,d  our  teacher  and  Mr. 
Coggelhall. 

Gov.  Mr.  Coggefhall  was  not  prefent. 

Mr.  Coggefhall.  Yes  but  I  was,  only  I  defired  to  be 
filcnt  till  1  fhould  be  called. 

Gov.  Will  you  Mr. Coggefhall  fay  thatflie  did  not  fay  fo? 

Mr.  Cogoefliall.  Ye*  I  dare  fay  that  fhe  did  not  fay 
all  that  which  they  lay  againfl.her. 

Mr.  Peters.  How  dare  you  look  into  the  court  to  fay 
fuch  a  word  ? 

Mr.  Coggefhall.  Mr.  Peters  takes  upon  him  to  forbid 
me.     I  fhall  be  filent. 

Mr.  Stoughton.  Ey,  but  (he  intended  this  that 
ihey  fay. 

Gov.  Well,  Mr.  Leverer*  W'hat  were  the  words? 
I  pray  fpeak. 

K  k  4  Mr, 
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-  Mr.  Leveret.*  To  my  bed  remembrance  when  the 
elders  did  fend  for  her,  Mr.  Peters  did  with  much 
vehemency  and  intreaty  urge  her  to  tell  what  difference 
there  was  becween  Mr.  Cotton  and  them,  and  upoti  his 
urging  of  her  (he  faid.  The  fear  of  man  is  a  fnare,  but 
they  that  truft  upon  the  Lord  {hall  be  fafe.  And  being 
afked  wherein  the  difference  was,  (he  anfwered  that 
they  did  not  preach  a  covenant  of  grace  fo  clearly  as 
Mr.  Cotton  did,  and  (he  gave  this  reafon  of  it  becaufe 
that  as  the  apoftles  were  for  a  time  without  the  fpirit  fo 
until  they  had  received  the  witnefs  of  the  fpirit  they 
could  not  preach  a  covenant  of  grace  fo  clearly. 

Goy,  Don't  you  remember  that  (he  faid  they  were 

■  tiot  able  in  in  ill  ers  of  the  new  teftament  ? 

Mrs.  H.  Mr.  Weld  and  i  had  an  hour's  difcourfe  at 
the  window  and  then  I  (pake  that,  if  I  fpake  it. 

Mr  Weld.  Will  you  affirm  that  in  the  court  ?     Did 
not  I  fay  unto  you,  Mrs.  Hutchinfon,  before  the  elders. 
When  I  produced  the  thing,  you  then  called  for  proof. 
Was  not  my  anfwer  to  you,  leave  it  there,  and  if  l  can- 
not prove  it  you  fhall  be  blamelefs  r 

Mrs.  H.  This  I  remember  I  fpake,  but  do  not  you 
remember  that  I  came  afterwards  to  the  window  when 
you  was  writing  and  there  fpake  unto  you. 

Mr. Weld.  No  truly.    (Mrs.  H.)  But  I  do  very  well. 

Gov,  Mr.  Cotton,  the  court  delires  that  you  declare 
what  you  do  remember  of  the  conference  which  was 
at  that  time  and   is  now  in  queftion. 

Mr.  Cotton.f  I  did  not  think  I  mould  be  called  to 
bear  witnefs  in  this  caufe  and  therefore  did  not  labour 
to  call  to  remembrance  what  was  done  ;  but  the  greateft 
paffage  that  took  impreflion  upon  me  was  to  this  purpofe. 
•The  elders  fpake  that  they  had  heard  that  (he  had  fpo- 
ken  fome  condemning  words  of  their  mini  dry,  and  a- 
Ifrdng  other  things  they  did  firft  pray  her  to  anfwer. 
wherein  (he  thought  their  minitlry  did  differ  from  mine, 
how  the  companion  iprang  I  am  ignorant,  but  ferry  I 

was 

■  *    A  filling  elder  iri  Bofion  ehufcfc. 
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was  that  any  companion  fhould  be  between  me  and  my 
brethren  and  uncomfortable  it  was,  {he  told  them  to  this 
purpofe  that  they  did  not  hold  forth  a  Covenant  of  graee 
as  I  did,  but  wherein  did  we  differ  ?  why  (he  faid  that 
they  did  not  hold  forth  the  feal  of  the  fpirit  as  he  doth. 
Where  is  the  difference  there  P  fay  they,  why  faith  fhe 
fpeaking  to  one  or  other  of  them,  I  know  not  to  whom. 
You  preach  of  the  feal  of  the  fpirit  upon  a  work  and  he 
upon  free  grace  without  a  work  or  without  refpeft  to  a, 
work,  he  preaches  the  feal  of  the  fpirit  upon  free, 
grace  and  you  upon  a  work.  I  told  her  I  was  very 
ibrry  that  ftie  put  comparifons  between  my  miniftry  and 
theirs,  for  (he  had  faid  more  than  I  could  myfelf,  and 
rather  I  had  that  (he  had  put  us  in  fellowship  with  them 
and  not  have  made  that  difcrepancy.  She  faid,  fhe 
found  the  difference.  Upon  that  there  grew  feme 
fpeeches  upon  the  thing  and  I  do  remember  I  inftanced 
to  them  the  ftory  of  Thomas  Bilney  in  the  book  of 
martyrs  how  freely  the  fpirit  witneffed  unto  him  without 
any  refpeft  unto  a  work  as  himfelf  profeffes.  Now 
upon  this  other  fpeeches  did  grow.  If  you  put  me  in 
mind  of  any  thing  I  (hall  fpeak  it,  but  this  was  the  fum 
of  the  difference,  nor  did  it  feem  to  be  fo  ill  taken  as 
it  is  and  our  brethren  did  fay  alfo  that  they  would  not 
fo  eafily  believe  reports  as  they  had  done  and  withail 
mentioned  that  they  would  fpeak  no  more  of  it,  fomc 
of  them  did;  and  afterwards  fome  of  them  did  fay  they 
were  lefs  fatisfied  than  before.  And  I  mud  fay  that  I  did 
not  find  her  faying  they  were  under  a  covenant  of  works, 
nor  that  (lie  faid  they  did  preach  a  covenant  of  works. 

Gov.  Yon  fay  you  do  not  remember,  but  can  you  fay 
(lie  did  not  fpeak  fo Here  two  lines  again  defaced. 

Mr.  Cotton.  I  do  remember  that  (he  looked  at  them 
as  the  apoftles  before  the  afcenfion. 

Mr.  Peters.  I  humbly  defire  to  remember  our  reverend 
teacher.  May  it  pleafe  you  to  remember  how  this  came 
in.  Whether  do  you  not  remember  that  (lie  faid  we 
were  not  fealed  with  the  fpirit  of  grace,  therefore  could 

nor 
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not  preach  a  covenant  of  grace,  and  fhe  faid  further  you 
may  do  it  in  your  judgment  but  not  in  experience,  but 
ihe  fpake  plump  that  we  were  not  fealed. 

Mr.  Cotton.  You  do  put  me  in  remembrance  that  it 
was  afked  her  why  cannot  we  preach  a  covenant  o  f 
grace  ?  Why,  faith  (he,  becaufe  you  can  preach  no  more 
than  you  know,  or  to  that  purpofe,  ilie  fpake.  Now 
that  (lie  faid  you  could  not  preach  a  covenant  of  grace  I 
do  not  remember  fuch  a  thing,  I  remember  well  tha; 
fhe  faid  you  were  not  fealed  with  the  feal  of  the  fpirit. 

Mr.  Peters,  There  was  a  double  feal  found  out  that 
day  which  never  was, 

Mr.  Cotton.  1  know  very  well  that  ftie  took  the  feal 
of  the  fpirit  in  that  fenfe  for  the  full  aflurance  of  God's 
favour  by  the  holy  ghoft,  and  now  that  place  in  the 
Ephefians  doth  hold  out  that  feah 

Mr.  Peters.  So  that  was  the  ground  of  our  difcourfe 
concerning  the  great  feal  and  the  little  feal. 

Mr. Cotton.  To  that  purpofe  I  remember  fomebody 
fpeaking  of  the  difference  of  the  witqefs  of  the  fpirit  and 
the  feal  of  the  fpirit,  fome  to  put  a  diftindTion  called  \t 
the  broad  feal  and  the  little  feal.  Our  brother  Wheel- 
Wright  anfwered  if  you  will  have  it  fo  be  it  fo. 

Mrs.  H.  Mr.  Ward   faid  that. 

Some  three  or  four  of  the  minifters,  Mr.  Wheel- 
wright  faid  it. 

Mr.  Cotton,  No,  it  was  not  brother  Wheelwright's 
fpeech  but  one  of  your  own  expreffions,  and  as  1  re- 
member it  was  Mr.  Ward. 

Mr.  Peters.     -r 

Mr.  Cotton.  Under  favour  I  do.  not  remember  that. 

Mr.  Peters.  Therefore  her  anfwer  clears  it  in  your 
judgment  but  not  in  your  experience. 

Mrs.  H.  My  name  is  precious  and  you  do  affirm  a 
thing  which  1  utterly  deny. 

D.  Gov.  You  fhould  have  brought  the  book  with  you. 

Mr.  Nqw-.1I,  The  witoefleS  do  nor  anfrver  that  which 
vqu  require 

Got. 


APPENDIX.  507 

Gov.  I  do  not  fee  that  wc  need  their  teftimony  any 
further.  Mr.  Cotton  hath  expreffed  what  he  remem- 
bred,  and  what  took  impreflion  upon  him,  and  fo  I  think 
the  other  elders  alfo  did  remember  that  which  took  im- 
preflion upon  them. 

Mr.  Weld.  I  then  faid  to  Mrs.  Hutchinfon  when  it 
was  come  to  this  iffue,  why  did  yoju  let  us  go  thus  long 
and  nerer  tell  us  of  it  ? 

Gov.  I  fhould  wonder  why  the  elders  mould  move 
the  elders  of  our  congregation  to  have  dealt  with  her  if 
they  faw  not  fome  caufe. 

Mr.  Cotton.  Brother  Weld  and  brother  Shepard,  I 
did  then  clear  myfelf  unto  you  that  I  underftood  her 
fpeech  in  exprefling  herfelf  to  you  that  you  did  hold 
forth  fome  matter  in  your  preaching  that  was  not  perti- 
nent to  the  feal  of  the  fpirit Two  lines  defaced, 

Dep.  Gov.  They  affirm  that  Mrs.  Hutchinfon  did  fay 
they  were  not  able  minifters  of  the  new  teftament. 

Mr.  Cotton.  I  do  not  remember  it. 

Mrs.  H.  If  you  pleafe  to  give  me  leave  I  fhall  give 
you  the  ground  of  what  I  know  to  be  true.  Being 
much  troubled  to  fee  the  falfenefs  of  the  conftitution  of 
the  church  of  England,  I  had  like  to  have  turned  fepa- 
ratift ;  whereupon  I  kept  a  day  of  folemn  humiliation 
and  pondering  of  the  thing;  this  fcripture  was  brought 
unto  me — he  that  denies  jefus  Chrifl  to  be  come  in  the 
flefh  is  antichrift — this  I  confidered  of  and  in  confidering 
found  that  the  papifts  did  not  deny  him  to  be  come  in 
the  flefli,  nor  we  did  not  deny  him — who  then  was 
autichnft  ?  Was  the  Turk  antichrift  only  ?  The  Lord 
knows  that  I  could  not  open  fcripture  j  he  mud  by  his 
prophetical  office  open  it  unto  me.  So  after  that  being 
imfatisfied  in  the  thing,  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  bring 
this  fcripture  out  of  the  Hebrews.  He  that  denies  the 
teftament  denies  the  teftator,  and  in  this  did  open  unto 
me  and  give  me  to  fee  that  thofe  which  did  not  teach 
the  new  covenant  had  the  fpirit  of  antichrift,  and  upon, 
jhis  he  did  difcoyer  the  ministry  unto  rnc  and  ever  finse, 

I 
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I  blefs  the  Lord,  he  hath  let  me  fee  which  was  the  clear 
miniftty  and  which  the  wrong.  Since  that  time  I  con- 
fefs  I  have  been  more  choice  and  he  hath  let  me  to  di- 
ftinguifli  between  the  voice  of  my  beloved  and  the  voice 
of  Mofes,  the  voice  of  John  Baptift  and  the  voice  of 
an  rich  rift,  for  all  thofe  voices  are  fpoken  of  in  fcripmre. 
Now  if  you  do  condemn  me  for  fpeaking  what  in  my 
confeience  I  know  to  be  truth  I  muft  commit  myfelf 
unto  the  Lord. 

Mr.  Now  ell.  How  do  you  know  that  that  was  the 
ipirit  r* 

Mrs.  H.  How  did  Abraham  know  that  it  was  God 
that  bid  him  offer  his  fon,  being  a  breach  of  the  fixth 
-commandment  ? 

Dep.  Gov.  By  an  immediate  voice. 

Mrs.  H.  So  to  me  by  an  immediate  revelation. 

Dep.Gov.  How!  an  immediate  revelation. 

Mrs.  H.  By  the  voice  of  his  own  fpirit  to  my  foul 
I  will  give  you  another  fcripmre,  Jer.  46.  27,  28 — out 
of  which  the  Lord  (hewed  me  what  he  would  do  for  me 
and  the  reft  of  his  fervants. — But  after  he  was  pleafed 
to  reveal  himfelf  to  me  I  did  prefently  like  Abraham  run 
to  Hagar.  And  after  that  he  did  let  me  fee  the  atheifm 
of  my  own  heart,  for  which  I  begged  of  the  Lord  that  it 
might  not  remain  in  my  heart,  and  being  thus,  he  did 
fliew  me  this  (a  twelvemonth  after)  which  I  told  you  of 
before.  Ever  imce  that  time  I  have  been  confident  of 
what  he  hath  revealed  unto  me. 
DJ/'f*  t  4  ?anotnerplace  out  of  Daniel  chap.7.  and  he 
'  3  and  for  us  all,  wherein  he  mewed  me 

the  fitting  of  the  judgment  and  the  {landing  of  all  high 
and  low  before  the  Lord  and  how  thrones  and  kingdoms 
were  call  down  before  him.  When  our  teacher  came  to 
New-England  it  was  a  great  trouble  unto  me,  my  bro- 
ther Wheelwright  being  put  by  aifo.  I  was  then  much 
troubled  concerning  the  miniftry  uncV.r  which  I  lived, 
and  then  that  place  in  the  30th  of  Ifaiah  was  brought 
to  my  mind.     Though  the  Lord  give  thee  bread  of 

adverfity 
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adverfity  and  water  of  affiicYion  yet  (hall  not  thy  teachers 
be  removed  into  corners  any  more,  but  thine  eyes  foal! 
fee  thy  teachers.  The  Lord  giving  me  this  promife 
and  they  being  gone  there  was  none  then  \efr  that  I 
was  able  to  hear,  and  I  could  not  be  at  red  but  I  muft 
come  hither.  Yet  that  place  of  Ifaiah  did  much  follow 
me,  though  the  Lord  give  thee  the  bread  of  adverfity 
and  water  of  affliction.  This  place  lying  I  fay  upon  me 
then  this  place  in  Daniel  was  brought  unto  me  and  did 
(hew  me  that  though  I  fhould  meet  with  affliction  yet 
I  am  the  fame  God  that  delivered  Daniel  out  of  the 

lion's  den,  I  will  alfo  deliver  thee.  Therefore 

I  defire  you  to  look  to  it,  for  you  fee  this  fcripture  ful- 
filled this  day  and  therefore  I  defire  you  that  as  you 
tender  the  Lord  and  the  church  and  common  wealth  to 
confider  and  look  what  you  do.  You  have  power  over 
my  body  but  the  Lord  Jefus  hath  power  over  my  body 
and  foul,  and  affure  yourfelves  thus  much,  you  do  as 
much  as  in  you  lies  to  put  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifr.  from 
you,  and  if  you  go  on  in  this  courfe  you  begin  you  will 
bring  a  curfe  upon  you  and  your  pofterity,  and  the 
mouth  of  the  Lord  hath  fpoken  it. 

Dep.  Gov.  Wha:  is  the  fcripture  (lie  brings  ? 

Mr.  Stoughton.  Behold  I  turn  away  from  you. 

Mrs.  H.  But  now  having  feen  him  which  is  inviflble 
I  fear  not  what  man  can  do  unto  me. 

Gov.  Daniel  was  delivered  by  miracle  do  you  think 
to  be  deliver'd  fo  too  ? 

Mrs.  H.  I  do  here  fpeak  it  before  the  court.  I  look 
that  the  Lord  ftiould  deliver  me  by  his  providence. 

Mr,  Eknhkenden.  I  may  read  fcripture  and  the  mopL 
glorious  hypccrire  may  read  them  and  yet  go  down  to  hell. 

Mrs.  H.  Jz  may   be  fo. 

Mr.  Bartholomew.**  1  would  remember  one  word  to 
Mrs.  Hutchinfpn  among  many  others.  She  knowing 
that  I  did  know  her  opinions,  being  me  was  at  my  home 
at  London,  flie  was  afraid  I  conceive  or  loth  to  impart 
herfeif  unto  me,  but  when  foe  came  wuhin  light  of 

Boilon 

*  A  deputy  I  fuppofe  for  Salera, 
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Bofton  and  looking  upon  the  meannefs  of  the  place*  7 
conceive,  (he  uttered  thefe  words,  if  (he  had  not  a  fure 
word  that  England  fhould  be  deftroyed  her  heart  would 
(hake.  Now  it  feemed  to  me  at  that  time  very  ftrange 
that  fhe  fhould  fay  fo. 

Mrs.  H.  1  do  not  remember  that  I  looked  upon  the 
meannefs  of  the  place  nor  did  it  difcourage  me,  becaufe 
I  knew  the  bounds  of  my  habitation  were  determined,  &c. 

Mr.  Bartholomew.  I  fpeak  as  a  member  of  the  court, 
I  fear  that  her  revelations  will  deceive* 

Gov.  Have  you  heard  of  any  of  her  revelations  ? 

Mr.  Barthol.  for  my  own  part  I  am  forry  to  fee  her 
now  here  and  I  have  nothing  againft  her  but  what  I 
faid  was  to  difcover  what  manner  of  fpirit  Mrs.  Hut- 
chinfon  is  of;  only  I  remember  as  we  were  once  going 
through  Paul's  church  yard  fhe  then  was  very  inquifitive 
after  revelations  and  faid  that  fhe  had  never  had  any 
great  thing  done  about  her  but  it  was  revealed  to  her 
beforehand.     (Mrs,  H.)    I  fay  the  fame  thing  again. 

Mr.  Bartholomew.  And  alfo  that  fhe  faid  that  fhe  was 
come  to  New-England  but  for  Mr.  Cotton's  fake.  As 
for  Mr.  Hooker  (as  I  remember)  fhe  faid  fhe  liked  not 
his  fpirit,  only  fhe  fpake  of  a  fermon  of  his  in  the  lew 
countries  wherein  he  faid  thus — it  was  revealed  to  me 
yefterday  that  England  fhould  be  deftroyed.  She  took 
notice  of  that  pafTage  and  it  was  very  acceptable  with  her 

Mr.Cotton;  One  thing  let  me  intreat  you  to  remember, 
Mr.  Bartholomew,that  you  never  fpake  any  thing  tome. 

Mr.  Barth.  No  Sir,  I  never  fpake  of  it  to  you  and 
therefore  I  defire  to  clear  Mn  Cotton. 

Gov.    There  needs  no  more  of  that. 

Mr.  Barth.  Only  I  remember  her  eldefl  daughter  faid 
in  the  fhip  that  file  had  a  revelation  that  a  young  man  in 
the  fhip  fhould  be  faved,  but  he  muft  walk  in  the  ways  of 
her  mother. 

Mr.  Sims.  I  could  fay  fomething  to  that  purpofe,  for 
fhe  faid — then  what  would  you  fay  if  we  fhould  be  ar 
New-England  within  thefe  three  weeks,  and  I  reproved 
her  vehemently  for  iu  W  ^ 
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Mr.  Elior.  That  fpeech  of  Mr.  Hooker's  which  they 
alledge  is  againft  his  mind  and  judgment,  f 

Mr.  Sims.  1  would  intreat  Mrs.  Hutchinfon  to  re- 
member, that  the  humble  he  will  teach — I  have  fpoke& 
before  of  it  and  therefore  I  will  leave  the  place  with 
her  and  do  defire  her  to  confider  of  many  expreftionfc 
that  (he  hath  fpoken  to  her  hufband,  but  1  will  not  en- 
large myfelf. 

Mr.  Endicot.  I  would  have  a  word  or  two  with  leave 
of  that  which  hath  thus  far  been  revealed  to  the  court. 
I  have  heard  of  many  revelations  of  Mr.  Hutchinfon's, 
but  they  were  reports,  but  Mrs.  Hutchinfon  I  fee  doth 
maintain  fome  by  this  difcourfe,  and  I  think  it  is  a  fpecial 
providence  of  God  to  hear  what  fhe  hath  faid.  Now  there 
is  a  revelation  you  fee  which  (he  doth  expect  as  a  miracle. 
She  faith  (he  now  fufFers  and  let  us  do  what  we  will  foe 
(hall  be  delivered  by  a  miracle.  I  hope  the  court  takes 
notice  of  the  vanity  of  it  and  heat  of  her  fpirit.  Now 
becaufe  her  reverend  teacher  is  here  I  fhould  defire  that 
he  would  pleafe  to  fpeak  freely  whether  he  doth  con- 
defcend  to  fuch  fpeeches  or  revelations  as  have  been 
here  fpoken  of,  and  he  will  give  a  great  deal  of  content. 

Mr.  Cotton.  May  it  pleafe  you  Sir.  There  are  tWTo 
forts  of  revelations,  there  are  \  defaced'] 

or    againft    the    word    beildes   fcripture    both    which 
\jlefaced~]        tallica  1  and  tending  to  danger  more 

ways    than   one  - there  is  another  fort  which  the 

apofHe  prays  the  believing  Ephefians  may  be  made  par- 
rakers  of,  and  thofe  are  fuch  as  are  breathed  by  the 
Spirit  of  God  and  are  never  difpenfed  but  in  a  word  erf 
God  and  according  to  a  word  of  God,  and  though  the 
word  revelation  be  rare  in  common  fpeech  and  we  make 
it  uncouth  in  our  ordinary  exprefllons.  yet  notwithstand- 
ing, being  undevflood  in  the  fcripture  fenfe  I  think  they 
are  not  only  lawful  bur  fuch  as  chriftians  may  receive 
and  God  bear  witnefs  to  it  in  his  word,   and  ufualiy  Ire 

doth 
f  Mr.  Eliot  was  mifiaken.     The  p3ffage  from  his  fertaon  is  m 

prist  and   Mr.  Hooker  avowed   it  afterwards  at  Martini. 

:     gri.  B.iii.  P.62. 
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doth  exprefs  it  in  the  miniftry  of  the  word  and  dodl 
accompany  it  by  his  fpirir;  or  elfe  it  is  in  the  reading 
of  the  word  in  fome  chapter  or  verfe  and  whenever  it 
comes  it  comes  flying  upon  the  wings  of  the  fpirir. 

Mr.  Endicot.  You  give  me  fatisfa&ion  in  the  thing 
and  therefore  I  defire  you  to  give  your  judgment  of 
Mrs.  Hutchinfon  ;  what  (he  hath  faid  you  hear  and  all 
the  circumftances  thereof. 

Mr.  Cotton.  I  would  demand  whether  by  a  miracle 
flie  doth  mean  a  work  above  nature  or  by  fome  wonder* 
ful  providence  for  that  is  called  a  miracle  often  in  the 
pfalms. 

Mrs.  H.  I  defire  to  fpeak  to  our  teacher.  You  know 
Sir  what  he  dorii  declare  though  he  doth  not  know  himfelf 

[Jbmething  wanting.'] 
now  either  of  thefe  ways  or  at  this  prefent  time  it  fhali 
be  done,  yet  I  would  not  have  the  court  fo  to  underftand 
me  that  he  will  deliver  me  now  even  at  this  prefent  time. 

Dep.  Gov.  I  defire  Mr..  Cotton  to  tell  us  whether 
you  do  approve  of  Mrs.  Hutchinfon's  revelations  as  (he 
hath  laid  them  down. 

Mr.  Cotton.  1  know  not  whether  I  do  underftand  her} 
but  this  I  fay,  if  flie  doth  expect  a  deliverance  in  a  way 
of  providence — then  I  cannot  deny  it. 

Dep.  Gov.  No  Sir  we  did  not  fpeak  of  that. 

Mr.  Cotton.  If  it  be  by  way  of  miracle  then  I  would 
fufpeft  it. 

Dep.Gov.  Do  you  believe  that  her  revelations  are  true  i 

Mr.  Cotton.  That  flie  may  have  fome  fpecial  provi- 
dence of  God  to  help  her  is  a  thing  that  I  cannot  bear 
witnefs  againft. 

Dep.  Gov.  Good  Sir  I  do  aik  whether  this  revelation 
be  of  God  or  no  ? 

Mr.  Cotton.  I  fliould  defire  to  know  whether  the 
fentence  of  the  court  will  bring  her  to  any  calamity,  and 
then  I  would  know  of  her  whether  (lie  expe&s  to  be  de- 
livered from  that  calamity  by  a  miracle  or  a  providence 
of  God, 

Mrs,  II 
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Mrs.  H.  By  a  providence  cf  God  I  fay  I  expect  to 
be  delivered  from  iorae  calamity  that  fhall  come  to  me. 

Gover.  The  cafe  is  altered  and  will  not  dand  with 
us  now,  but  I  fee  a  marvellous  providence  of  God  to 
bring  things  to  this  pafs  that  they  are.  We  have  been 
hearkening  about  the  trial  of  this  thing  and  now  the 
mercy  of  God  by  a  providence  hath  anfwefed  our  defirc-. 
and  made  her  to  lay  open  her  felf  and  the  ground  of  all 
thefe  disturbances  to  be  by  revelations,  for  we  receive 
no  fuch  made  out  of  the 

miniftry  of  the  word 

and  fo  one  fcriptufe  after  another,  but  all  this  whi 
there  is  no  ufe  of  the  minidry  of  the  word  nor  of  any 
clear  call  of  God  by  his  word,  but  the  ground  work  of 
her  revelations  is  the  immediate  revelation  of  the  fpirit 
and  not  by  the  minidry  of  the  word,  and  that  is  the 
means  by  which  fhe  hath  very  much  abufed  the  country 
that  they  fhall  look  for  revelations  and  are  not  bound 
to  the  miniflry  of  the  word,  but  God  will  teach  them  by 
immediate  revelations  and  this  hilth  been  the  ground  of 
all  thefe  tumults  and  troubles,  and  I  would  that  thofe 
were  ail  cut  off  from  us  that  trouble  us,  for  this  is  the 
thing  that  hath  been  the" root  of  all  the  mifchief. 

Court.  We  all  confent  with  you. 

Gov.  Ey  ir  is  the  moil:  defperate  enthuCafm  in  the 
world,  for  nothing  but  a  word  comes  to  her  mind  and 
then  aih  application  is  made  which  is  nothing  to  rhe 
purpofe,  and  this  is  her  revelations  when  as  it  is  im- 
poffible  but  that  the  word  and  fpirit  fhould  fpeak  the 
fame   thing. 

Mr.  Endicot.  I  fpeak  in  reference  to  Mr.  Cotton.  I 
am  tender  of  you  Sir  and  there  lies  much  upon  you  in 
1  his  particular,  for  the  anfwer  of  Mr.  Cotton  doth  not 
tree  him  from  that  way  which  his  lad  anfwer  did  bring 
upon  him,  therefore  I  befeech  you  that  you'd  be  pleafecl 
to  fpeak  a  word  to  that  which'  Mrs.  Hutchinfon  hath 
fpoken  of  her  revelations  as  you  have  heard  the  manner 
;f  it.     Whether  do  you  witnefs  for  her  or  again fl:  her. 

Vol.  II,  LI  Mr.  Cotton, 
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Mr.  Cotton.  This  is  that  I  faid  Sir,  and  my  anrwer  is 
plain  that  if  (be  doth  look  for  deliverance  from  the  hand 
of  God  by  his  providence,  and  the  revelation  be  in  a 
word  or  according  to  a  word,  that   I  cannot  deny. 

Mr.  Endicot.    You  give  me  fatisfaclion. 

Dep.  Gov.  No,  no,  he  gives  me  none  at  all. 

Mr.  Cotton.  But  if  it  be  in  a  way  of  miracle  or  a  re- 
velation without  the  word  that  I  do  riot  aiTent  to,  but 
look  at  it  as  a  delufion,  and  I  think  fo  doth  me  too  as 
1    underftand    her. 

£)ep.  Gov.  Sir,  you  weary  me  and  do  not  fatisfy  me. 

Mr.  Cotton.  I  pray  Sir  give  me  leave  to  exprefs  my 
felf.  In  that  fenfe  that  (he  fpeaks  I  dare  not  bear 
tvitnefs  againft  it. 

Mr.  Nowell.  I  think  it  is  a  devilifh  delufion. 

Qover.  Of  all  the  revelations  that  ever  I  read  of 
I  never  read  the  like  ground  laid  as  is  for  this.  The 
Enthufiafls  and  Anabaptifts  had  never  the  like. 

Mr.  Cotton.  You  know  Sir,  that  their  revelations 
broach  new  matters  of  faith  and  doctrine. 

Gover.  So  do  thefe  and  what  may  they  breed  more 
if  they  be  let  alone.  I  do  acknowledge  that  there  are 
ftich  revelations  as  do  concur  with  the  word  but  there 
hath  not  been  any  of  this  nature. 

Dep.  Gov.  I  never  faw  fuch  revelations  as  thefe 
among  the  Anabaptifts,  therefore  am  forry  that  Mr* 
Cotton  fhould  (land  to  juftify  her. 

Mr.  Peters.    I  can  fay  the  fame  and   this  runs  to  en- 
thufiafm,  and  I  think  that  is  very  difputable  which  o  - 
brother  Cotton  hath  fpoken  [wanting] 

an  immediate  promife  that  he  will 
deliver  them  [wanting]  in  a  day  of  trou 

Gover.    It  overthrows  all. 

Dep.  Gov.  Thefe  dillurbances  that  have  come  among 
the  Germans  have  been  all  grounded  upon  revelations, 
and  fo  they  that  have  vented  them  have  flirredup  their 
hearers  to  take  up  arms  againff.  their  prince  and  to  cut 
the  throats  one  of  another,  and  thefe  have  been  the 

fruits 
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fruits  of  them,  and  whether  the  devil  may  infpire  the 
fame  into  their  hearts  here  I  know  not,  for  I  am  fully 
pervaded  that  Mrs.  Hutchinfon  is  deluded  by  the  devil, 
becaufe  the  fpirit  of  God  (peaks  truth  in  all  his  fervants; 

Gov.  I  am  perfuaded  that  the  revelation  flic  brings 
forth  is  deiirnon. 

All  the  court  but  fome  two  or  three  miniflers  cry  out 
we  all  believe  it — we  all  believe  it. 

Mr.  En&ot.  I  fupppfe  all  the  world  may  fee  where 
the  foundation  of  all  thefe  troubles  among  us  lies. 

Mr.  Eliot.  I  fay  there  is  an  expectation  of  things  pro- 
rnifed,  but  to  have  a  particular  revelation  of  things  that 
(hall  fall  out,  there  is  no  fuch  thing  in  the  fcripture. 

Gov.  We  will  not  limit  the  word  of  God. 

Mr.Colljcut.*  It  is  a  great  burden  tons  that  we  differ 
from  Mr.  Cotton  and  that  he  fhould  juftify  thefe  reve- 
lations, I  would  intreat  him  to  anfwer  concerning  that 
about  the  deftruclioo  of  England. 

Gov.  Mr.  Cotton  is  not  called  to  anfwer  to  any  thing 
but  we  are  to  deal  with  the  party  here  {landing  before  us; 

Mr.  Bartholomew.  My  wife  hath  laid  that  Mr. 
Wheelwright  was  not  acquainted  with  this  way  until  that 
{he  imparted  it  unto  him. 

Mr.  Brown.  Inafmuch  as  I  am  called  to  fpeak,  1  would 
therefore  fpeak  the  mind  of  our  brethren.  Though  we 
had  furHcient  ground  for  the  cenfure  before,  yet  now  {he 
having  vented  berfelf  and  I  find  fuch  flat  contradiction 
to  the  fcripture  in  what  (he  faith,  as  to  that,  in  the  fir  ft 
to  the  Hebrews — God  at  fundry  times  fpake  to  our 
fathers — For  my  part  I  underftand  that  fcripture  and 
other  fcriptures  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  apoftle 
writing  toTimotby  faith  that  the  fcripture  is  able  to  make; 
one  perfect — therefore  I  fay  the  mind  of  the  brethren 
— I  think  (he  deferves  no  lefsa  cenfure  than  hath  been 
already  pad  but  rather  fomething  more,  for  this  is  the 
foundation  of  all  mifchief  and  of  ail  thofebaftardly  things 

L  1  2  whiclj, 

*  A  deputy,  1  know  not  for  what  town,   but  I  take  him  to  b.e  3# 
Kabisaat  of  Hofton  and  a  principal  naercbant;. 
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which  have  been  overthrowing  by   that  great  meeting. 
They  have  all  come  out  from  this  curfed  fountain. 

Gov.  Seeing  the  court  hath  thus  declared  itfelf  and 
hearing  what  hath  been  laid  to  the  charge  of  Mrs.  Hut- 
chinfon  and  efpecially  what  (he  by  the  providence  of* 
God  hath  declared  freely  without  being  afked,  if  there- 
fore it  be  the  mind  of  the  court,  looking  at  her  as  the 
principal  caufe  of  all  our  trouble,  that  they  would  now 
confider  what  is  to  be  done  to  her. 

Mr.  Cccldingtorr.  I  do  think  that  you  are  going  to 
cenfure  therefore   I  deilre  to  fpeak  a  word. 

Gov.  I  pray  you  fpeak. 

Mr.  Coddingtoni  There  is  one  thing  objected  again  ft 
the  meetings1.  What  if  (lie  defigned  to  edify  her  owtf 
family  in  her  own  meetings  may  none  elfe  be  prefent  ? 

Gov.  If  you  have  nothing  elfe  to  fay  but  that,  it  is 
pity  Mr.  Goddingron  rhat  you  fliould  interrupt  us  in 
proceeding  to  cenfure. 

Mr.  Coddington.  I  would  fay  more  Sir,  another  thing 
tou  lay  to  her  charge  is  her  fpeech  to  the  elders.  Now 
I  do  not  fee  any  clear  witnefs  againft  her,  and  you  know 
it  is  a  rule  of  the  court  that  no  man  may  be  a  judge  dud 
an  acenfer  too.  I  do  not  fpeak  to  difparage  our  eiders 
and  their  callings,  but  I  do  not  fee  any  thing  that  ihey 
accufe  her  of  witneifed  a^ainit  her,  and  therefore  I  do' 
not  fee  how  (be  fhould  be  cenfured  for  that.  And  for 
the  other  thing  which  hath  fallen  from  her  occafionally 
by  the  fpirit  of  God,  you  know  the  fpirit  of  God  wTit- 
nefTes  with  our  fprrits,  and  there  is  no  truth  in  fcripture 
but  God  bears  witnefs  to  it  by  his  fpirit,  therefore  I 
would  entreat  you  to  confider  whether  thofe  things  you 
have  alledged  againft  her  deferve  fuch  cenfure  as  yon 
are  about  to  pais,  be  it  to  banifhment  or  imprifonmenr. 
And  again  here  is  nothing  proved  about  the  eiders,  oniy 
that  (he  faid  they  did  not  teach  a  covenant  of  grace  fo 
clearly  as  Mr.Gotton  did,  and  that  they  were  in  the  ftate 
of  the  apoitles  before  the  afcenfion.  Why  I  hope  this 
ftiay  not  be  offenfive  nor  any  wrong  to  them. 

Gey, 
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Gov.  Pafs  by  all  that  hath  been  faid  formerly  and 
her  own  fpeeches  have  been  ground  enough  for  us  to 
proceed  upon. 

Mr.  Coddington.  I  befeech  you  do  not  fpeak  fo  to 
force  things  along,  for  I  do  not  for  ray  own  part  fee  any 
equity  in  the  court  in  all  your  proceedings.  Here  is  no 
law  of  God  that  (lie  hath  broken  nor  any  law  of  the 
country  that  (lie  hath  broke,  and  therefore  deferves  no 
cenfure,  and  if  fhe  fay  that  the  elders  preach  as  the 
apoflles  did,  why  they  preached  a  covenant  of  grace 
and  what  wrong  is  that  to  them,  for  it  is  without  queftion 
ihat  the  apoflles  did  preach  a  covenant  of  grace,  though 
not  with  that  power,  till  they  received  the  manifestation 
of  the  fpirit,  therefore  I  pray  confider  what  you  do,  for 
here  is  no  law  of  God  or  man  broken. 

Mr.  Harlakenden.  Things  thus  fpoken  will  ftick.  I 
would  therefore  that  the  affembly  take  notice  that  here 
is  none  that  condemns  the  meeting  of  chriltian  women  ; 
but  in  fuch  a  way  and  for  fuch  an  end  that  it  is  to  be 
detefled.  And  then  tho'  the  matter  of  the  eiders  be 
taken  away  yet  there  is  enow  befides  to  condemn  her, 
but  J  (hall  fpeak  no  further. 

Dep.  Gov.  We  f ha  1 1  be  all   fick  with  fading. 

Air.  Colburn.  I  diffent  from  cenfure  of  baniihmem. 

Mr.  Stoughtcn.  The  cenfure  which  the  court  is  about 
to  pafs  in  my  conscience  is  as  much  as  me  deferves,  but 
becaufe  (lie  defires  witnefs  and  there  is  none  in  way  of 
witnefs  therefore  I  (hall  defire  that  no  offence  be  taken  if 
I  do  not  formally  condemn  her  becaufe  (lie  hath  not  been 
formally  convicted  as  others  are  by  wimefTes  upon  oath. 

Mr.  Coddington.  That  is  a  fcruple  tomealfo,  becaufe 
JSolomon  faith,  every  man  is  partial  in  his  own  caufe,  and 
here  is  none  that  accufes  her  but  the  elders,  and  {lie 
fpake  nothing  to  them  but  in  private,  and  i  do  not  know 
what  rule  they  had  to  make  the  thing  publick,  fecret 
things  ought  to  be  fpoken  in  fecret  and  publick  things 
in  publick,  therefore  I  think  they  have  broken  the  rules 
of  God's  word. 

LJ  j  0§y, 
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Gov.  What  was  fpoken  in  the  prefence  of  many  Is 
nor  to  be  made  fecret. 

Mr.  Coddington.  But  that  was  fpoken  but  to  a  few 
and  in  private. 

Gov.  In  regard  Mr.  Stoughton  is  not  fatisfied  to  the 
end  all  fcruples  may  be  removed  we  (hall  deiire  the 
ciders  to  take  their  oaths. 

Jrlere  now  was  a  great  whifpering  among  the  mini- 
fters,  fome  drew  back  others  were  animated  on. 

Mr.  Eliot.  If  the  court  calls  us  out  to  1  wear  we  will 
fvvear. 

Gov.  Any  two  of  you  will  ferve. 

Mr.  Stoughton.  There  are  two  things  that  I  would 
look  to  difcharge  my  confeience  of,  ill  to  hear  what 
they  teilify  upon  oath  and  2dly  to 

Gov.  It  is  required  of  you  Mr.  Weld  and  Mr.  Eliot. 

Mr.  Weld.  ?    vr    n    u  \         -u- 

Mr.  Eliot.   5   Ve  fca11  be  ^lIlm^ 

Gov.  We'll  give  them  their  oaths.     You  (hall  fwear 

Mr,  Eeters  held  up  ?  r°  the  c™th  /nd   nothin^    but 

/•I      j    ir         r  tne  truth  as  far  as  you  know, 

his  hand  alio.       \  c    ,    ,  ^  4      «L„  , 

J  bo  help  ,you  Cjod.      Wh'Jt  ycu 

do  remember  of  her  fpeak,  pray  fpeak. 

Mr.  Eliot.  I  do  remember  and  I  have  it  written,  that 
which  flie  fpake  fir  ft  was,  the  fear  of  man  isafnare,why 
fliould  flie  be  afraid  but  would  fpeak  freely.  The 
queftion  being  aiked  whether  there  Was  a  difference 
between  Mr.  Cotton  and  us,  fhe  faid  there  was  a  broad 
difference.  I  would  not  flick  upon  words — the  thing 
fhe  faid — and  that  Mr.  Cotton  did  preach  a  covenant  of 
grace  and  we  of  works  and  fhe  gave  this  reafon  — to  put 
a  work  in  point  of  evidence  is  a  revealing  upon  a  work. 
We  did  labour  then  to  convince  her  that  our  doctrine 
waS  the  fame  with  Mr.  Cotton's:  She  faid  no,  for  we 
were  not  fealed.'    That  is  all  I  fhall  fay. 

Gov.  What  fay  you  Mr.  Weld  ? 

Mr.  Weld/  I  will  fpeak  to  the  things  themfelves— 
•    fe  two  things  1  im  fully  clear  in— f be  dki  make  a 

•    v  difierenct 
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difference  in  three  things,  the  firft  I  was  not  fo  clear  in, 
but  that  fhe  faid  this  I  am  fully  fure  of,  that  we  were 
not  able  minifters  of  the  new  teftament  and  that  we  were 
not  clear  in  our  experience  becaufe  we  were  not  fealed. 

Mr.  Elior.  I  do  further  remember  this  alfo,  that  (He 
faid  we  were  not  able  minifters  of  thegofpel  becaufe  we 
were  but  like  the  apoftles  before  the  afcenfion. 

Mr.  Coddington,  This  was  I  hope  no  disparagement 
to  you. 

Gov.  Well,  we  fee  in  the  court  that  (he  doth  conti- 
nually fay  and  unfay  things. 

IVlr.  Peters.  I  was  much  grieved  that  (he  fhould  fay 
that  our  miniftry  was  legal.  Upon  which  we  had  a 
meeting  as  you  know  and  this  was  the  fame  (he  told  us 
that  there  was  a  broad  difference  between  Mr.  Co.ttoa 
and  us.  Now  if  Mr.  Cotton  do  hold  forth  things  more 
clearly  than  we,  it  was  our  grief  we  did  not  hold  it  fq 
clearly  as  he  did,  and  upon  thofe  grounds  that  you 
have  heard. 

Mr.  Coddington.  What  wrong  was  that  ro  fay  that 
you  were  not  able  minifters  of  the  new  teftament  or 
that  you  were  like  the  apoftles — methinks  the  compa- 
xifon  is  very  good. 

Gov.  Well,  you  remember  that  me  faid  but  now  that 
flie  fhould  be  delivered  from  this  calamity. 

Mr.  Cotton.  I  remember  (lie  faid  me  ihould  be  deli- 
vered by  God's  providence,  whether  now  or  at  another 
time  fhe  knew  not. 

Mr.  Peters.  I  profefs  1  thought  Mr.  Cotton  would 
never  have  took  her  part. 

Mr.  Stoughton.  I  fay  now  this  teftimony  doth  con- 
vince me  in  the  thing,  and  I  am  fully  farisfkd  the  words 
were  pernicious,  and  the  frame  of  her  fpirk  doth  hold 
forth  the  fame. 

<jroy.  The  court  hath  already  declared  themfelves. 
fatisfied  concerning  the  things  you  hear,  and  concerning 
the  troublefomnefs  of  her  fpirit  and  the  danger  of  her 
cpurfe  among  us,  which  is  not  to.  be  fullered.  There- 
fore 
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fore  if  it  be  the  mind  of  the  court  that  Mrs.Hutchlnfou 
for  thefe  things  that  appear  before  us  is  unfit  for  our 
fociety,  and  if  it  be  the  mind  of  the  court  that  flic  mall 
be  banimed  out  of  our  liberties  and  imprifoned  till  fhe 
f?e  fent  away,  let  them  hold  up  their  hands. 
All  but  three. 

Thofe  that  are  contrary  minded  hold  up  yours. 
Mr.  Coddington  and  Mr.  Colborn,  only. 

Mr.  Jennifon.*  I  cannot  hold  up  my  hand  one  way  or 
the  other,  and  1  fliall  give  my  reafon  if  the  court  re- 
quire it. 

Gov.  Mrs.  Hutch infom  the  fentence  of  the  court  you 
hear  is  that  you  are  baniihedfrom  out  of  our  jurifdifrion 
as  being  a  woman  not  fit  for  our  fociety,  and  are  to  be 
imprifoned  till  the  court  (hall  fend  you  away. 

Mrs.  H.  I  defire  to  know  wherefore  I  am  banifhed  r 

Gov.  Say  no  more,  the  court  knows  wherefore  and 
Is  fatisfied. 

*  A  deputy  I  fuppofe  of  Ipfwich, 
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A. 

\CADIANS,  their  fufFerings,  p.  146,  vol.  ii.  p.  97. 
Acadie,  bickering  with  the  French  there,  127. 

4'ib  of  Parliament,  how  far  allowed  to  be  obligatory,  322. 

Acts  of  trade,  not  obferved,  269. 

AdJington  Ifaac,  fecretary,   414.    His  death,  ii.  212. 

Addrefs  to  K.  Charles  the  fecond,  moved  for  without  fuccefs,  2ie«- 
Agreed  to,  211.  To  K.  Charles  the  firft,  507.  To  the  par- 
liament, 516.  To  Oliver  Cromwell,  523.  To  K.  Charles 
the  fecond,  537. 

Admiralty,  judge  of,  firft  appointed,  ii.  80. 

Adultery,  female,  not  male,  capital,  441.  On  either  part  ground 
for  divorce  a  vinculo,  445. 

Agawam,  Indian  name  of  Ipfwich,  28.     Of  Springfield,  98. 

Agents,  Weld,  Peters  and  Hibbins,  98.  Edward  Window,  149," 
John  Leveret,  190.  Bradftreet  and  Norton,  219.  Stoughtoij 
and  Bulkley,  312.  Dudley  and  Richards,  334.  Mather,*366» 
Afhurft,  Cooke,  Mather  and  Oakes,  392.  Conftantine  Phips, 
ii.  85.  Wait  Winthrop,  ii.  129.  Sir  Wm.  Afhurft,  ii.  186- 
Jeremiah  Dummer,  ii.  187.  Anthony  Sanderfon,  ii.  292. 
E.  Cooke,  ii.  302.  Francis  Wilks,  ii.  353.  Jonathan  Belcher, 
ii.  354.  Chriftopher  Kilby,  ii.  392.  William  Bollan,  ii.  436. 
Remarks  upom  the  agency,  ii.  132. 

Aiden,  Capt.  John,  accufed  of  witchcraft  and  imprifoned.ii.  43, 

Alexander,  Sir  William,  fells  Nova  Scotia  to  the  French,  28. 

Allen,  fecretary  of  Connecticut,  ii.  60. 

Andover,  troubles  there,  ii.  42,  48, 

Andros,  Sir  Edmund,  governor  of  New  York,  324.  Of  MafTa* 
chufets,  and  his  arrival  and  mild  beginning  of  adminiftration, 
353.  Grows  more  arbitrary,  354.  Lift  of  his  council,  354. 
fufpecled  without  grounds  of  being  a  papift,  355.  Other 
groundlefs  jealoufies,  370.  A  kind  general,  371.  Governor 
from  Delaware  to  Nova  Scotia,  371.  Seized  and  confined,  373. 
Demands  his  reieafe,  387.  Ordered  to  England,  391. 
Efcapes  from  the  caftle  and  retaken,  392.  Made  governor  of 
Virginia,  395.    Death,  ii.  208. 

Anglefey,  Lord,  his  letter  to  governor  Leverett,  309, 

Aa$inocaiaaifm,  rife  and  procrefs,  55  to  75,  Appleton., 
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Appleton,  Mr.  an  affiftant,  imprifoned  by  Sir  Ed.  Andros,  3<$r. 

Articles  of  war  for  New-England  forces,   297. 

Afhurft  family,  friends  to  New-England,  389.     Sir  Kenry  appears 

for  the  colony,  389.     His  death,  ii.  132.     Sir  Wiiliam  chofen 

agent,  ii.  186. 
Afiembly  of  divines  at  Weftminfter  invite  Mr.  Cotton,  &c.  to  fit 

with  them,  11  e. 
Affiftants  contend  with  deputies,  35,   143.     Vote  to  furrender 

the  charter,  338. 

b. 

BANK,  private,  ii.  206,  392. 

Baptifts  perfecuted,  226  to  228. 

Baxter,  George,  an  arbitrator  between  Englifh  and  Dutch,  159. 

Belcher,  Jonathan,  agent,  ii.  354.    Governor,  367.    Arrives, 369. 

Removed,  judged  and  retaliated,  375:.   Oppoies  the  land  bank, 

396.     Faliely  charged,  397.     Difpiaced,  399. 
Bellamont,  Lord,  governor,  ii.  87.     Arrives  at  New- York,  108. 

AtBofton,ii2.     His  character,  112  to  116.     Death,  121. 
Bellingham,  Richard,  arrives,  41.     Deputy  governor,    43.     Go- 
vernor, 97.     Ordered  to  England  to  anfvyer,  253.     Governor, 

258,  269.     Dies,  269. 
Bermudas  charter  vacated,  336. 

Bigotry  in  England  fettled  America,  3.  Prevailsin  N.England,  189. 
Bills  of  credit  firft  iffued,  402.     Increafed,  ii.  208,  245,  335,  380, 

403.     Abolifiied,   436. 
Blaxton,  Mr.  an  epifcopalian,  20. 
Bollan,  William,  his  great  iervices,  ii.  436. 
Bomazeen,  a  noted  Indian  chief,  ii.  87,  164.     Killed,  31  x. 
Borland,  John,  his  trial,  ii.  154. 
Bofton  firft  called  Trimontaine,  21.     Inhabitants  favor  Mr.  Vane 

and  flight  Mr.  Winthrop,    62.     Sixty  of  them   difarmed,  74. 

Impowered  to  try  caufes,  175,     Great  tumult  there,  ii.  430. 
Eounds  of  the  firft  charter,  8.     Of  the  fecond,    ii.   10. 
Boyle,  Robert,  governor  of  corporation  for  propagating  gofpel, 

165-     Dies,  363. 
Boylftone,  Zabdiel,  promotes  inoculation  in  Bofton,  ii.  273. 
Bradford,  William,  governor  of  Plimouih,  his  death,  206. 
Bradford,  Major,  account  of  Indian  fight,  300. 
Bradftreet,  Simon,  18.     Agent  to  England,  219.  Governor,  323. 

Of  the  moderate  party,  331.    Refuies  to  act  under  Dudley,  351. 

Vindicates  the  titles  to  lands,  360.    Governor  or  prefident,  382. 

Refigns  to  Phips,  ii.  13.     Death  and  character,  105. 
Brenton,  Jahleel,  controverfy  with  Sir  Wm.  Phips,  ii.  75. 
$rereton,  Sir  William*  of  the  Mew- England  company,  i8> 
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Bridges,  Robert,  an  affiftant,  149. 

bridges,  John,  furveyor  of  woods,  ii.  223. 

Brown,  John  and  Samuel,  churchmen,  and  therefore  (cut  back 

to  England,  12* 
Brook,  Lord,  42. 
Bulkley,  Peter,  agent,   312. 
Buliivant,  one  of  Andros's  juftices,  feized,   374.     His  reply  f 

lord  Bellamont,  ii.  113. 
Burgefs,  William,  firft  fecretary,  10. 
Burnet,  William,  governor,  ii.  325.     Arrives,  332.     Controvert^ 

with'  the  froufe,   33310366.     Death,  364. 
BurriD,  John,  his  character,  ii.  234. 

c 

CAMBRIDGE  petition  to  the  King,  367.  ^ 

Canada  expedition  propofed,  256,  271.— ii.  TOO,  UnfuccefsfuJ, 
19010198.     398  to '401. 

Canonicus,  Naraganfet  fachem,   138. 

Candy,   a  negro  witch,  ii.  33. 

Cape  Ann,  fifhery  there  in  1624,  7- 

Cape  Breton  expedition,  ii.  405  to  423. 

Cape  Fear,  contribution  for,  260. 

Carr,  Sir  Robert,  commiiftoner,  230.     Indifcrete,  249, 

Carrier,  Sarah,  a  witch  child,  ii.  44. 

Cartwright,  George,  commiflioner,   230. 

Cary,  Mrs.  impriibned  and  efcapes,  ii.  47. 

Cafco  fort  taken,  397. 

Caftine,  Baron,    364.      ii.  93. 

Cattle,  number  in   1640,  93. 

Charles  II.  news  of  his  reftoration,  210.  Motion  to  addrefshim 
fails,  id.  Proclaimed  in  Bofton, 217.  No  man  to  drink  his 
health,  219.  Grants  his  pardon  and  confirms  the  charter,  221* 
A  p'refent  made  him,  257.  Letter  to  Plimouth,  546.  To 
MafTachufets,  547. 

Charieftown  church  fettled,  22. 

Charter  firft  paffes  the  feals,  9.  Removed  to  New-England,  13. 
Procefs  againft  it,  86  to  89.  Saved  by  change  of  times  in  Eng- 
land, 88.  Afliitants  vote  to  furrender  it,  338.  Judgment 
or  decree  againft  it,  340.     Purchafed,  ii.    1. 

Charter  fecorid,  drawn  by  Blaithwait,   411. 

Charlevoix,  erroneous,  ii.  73,  82,  88,  261,  309. 

Chauncy,  Charles,  prefident,  174.     Death,  259. 

Cheever,  Ezekiel,  his  death,  ii.  175. 

Child,  Doctor,  concerned  inafaCVion,   145. 

Chrii't'^nity  preached  to  Indians,  162  to  :£o, 

r"      -     '  1  Onrzh 
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Church,  Benjamin,  fortunate,   306.     His  actions  in  eaftern  pa* 
ii.  69.     Expedition  to   Chignecto,    95.     Superfeded  and  ©I- 
fended,  99.     Expedition,  144.     His  Death,  223. 

Church  of  England  flrft  fet  up,  355. 

Church  government,  fum  of  it,   419. 

Chubb,Capt.  furrendersPemaquid,ii,  9.3.  Cruelty^.  Kilied,io6. 

^ivil  fubjection,   notions  upon  it,  251. 

(Clark,  Thomas,  proprietor  of  Kenebec,  346. 

Clark,  Nathaniel,  a  time  fervor,  360.     Seized  and  fecured,  382. 

Clark,  John,  fpeaker,  ii.   249. 

Clams  received  by  the  firft  planters  with  pious  gratitude,  23, 

Coin  of  New-England  in  1652,    177,  178. 

Coddington,  William,  18,  6i." 

Collectors  of  cuftoms  firft  eftabiifoed  ii.  Sq. 

College,  Harvard,  no,  171,  175. 

Colonies  form  their  own  legiflature,  95. 

Colonies,  ftate  of  in  Cromwell's  time,  194. 

Commerce  free,  propofed  from  Canada,   166. 

Commerce,  flouriming  ftateof,  189. 

Commiffioners  from  KingCharles,  230  to  256.  CommiiTion,  53c. 

Commiffionersof  united  colonies,  133, 138, 153, 165,  169,180,185. 

Comet,  remarkable,  226,   348. 

Connecticut  their  firft  combination,  99.  Controverfy  about  duties, 
iC3toi$6.  Forces  fuccefsful,  30$,  306.  Surrender  their 
charter,  339.  Revolution  there,  384.  Re-afiuming  their 
charter,  406.     Line  fettled,  ii.  20.2. 

Convers,  Captain,  ii.  67,  73. 

Cooke,  George,  a  Maflachufets  captain,  afterwards  a  colonel  in 
Ireland,    120. 

Cooke,  Elifha,  zealous  for  liberty,  331.  Afliflant,  3 4 1 .  Agent, 
393.  For  old  charter  or  none,  408.  Negatived,  ii.  70. 
Death,   211. 

Cooke,  El iiha,  begins  the  controverfy  with  governor  Shule,  ii.  221. 
Chofen  fpeaker  and  negatived,  233.  Agent,  302.  Proceed- 
ings in  England,  31910  321.     Returns,  324. 

Conant,  Roger,  at  Cape  Ann,  7.      Salem,  8. 

Coram,  Thomas,  projector,   ii.  224. 

Corn,  Indian,  10/.  fterling  the  bufhel,  24.  Mean  diftafteful  diet 
to  Europeans,    26. 

Corabury,  Lord,  perfecutes  di/lenters,  ii.  123. 

Corporation  for  propagating  gofpel,  160,  164.  Inquired  into 
by  A.  Sancroft,   363. 

Cory,  Giles,  prefled  to  death,  ii.  59. 

Council  for  fafety  of  the  people,   381. 

Covenant,  Scotch,  propofed,    1 4.6. 

Couaties  firft  made,  117, 

Couac:} 
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*  juncil  -J'^der  Dudley,   250.     Andros,  35-4. 

Council  of  Piimonth  conftituted,  5.     Make  a  grant  to  Wefton,  5. 

To  Robert  Gorges,  6.  Divide  New-England  in  12  provinces,  50. 
Council  ofMa'fachufets  province,  their  powers  by  charter,  ii.  8,9. 

Nominate  civil  officers,  13.     The  firft  coancellors,  14.       Th^; 

fir  ft  election,    70.     AfTume  government,  125,  210. 
Court  of  affiftantsat  Charleftown,  25,     General,  25. 
Courfe  of  judicial  proceedings,  449. 
Cranneld,  governor  of  New-Hampfhire,  337. 
Cotton,  John,  arrives,  34.      Engaged  in  controverfy,  55  to  75, 

invited  to  thea&mbiy  of  divines,  115.     *£>eath,  179. 
Cows,  snilch,  ^25  per  head,    27. 
Cradock,   Matthew,-  firlt    governor,   9.     Account  of  nim,   18, 

Intended  to  fettle  at  Medford,  22. 
Cromwell,  Oliver,   defigned  for  New- England,  42.     Writes  to 

MafTacbufets  to  join  againft  the  Dutch,   182.     To  remove  to 

Ireland,  190.     Urges  their  removal  to>  Jamaica,    191.      Bis 

converfation  with  Wheelwright,  193.    Sees  the  importance  of 

the  colonies,  195. 
Cromwell,  Richard,  not  proclaimed  when  ordered,  209,. 
Crown  law  taken  fro'm  Mofes,  439. 
Culpeper,  Lord,  at  Bofton,   352. 

D 

DEANE,  Francis,  accufed  of  witchcraft,  andefcapes,  u.  33. 

p'Anville,  Duke  of,  his  expedition,  ii.  424. 

ibanforth,  Thomas,    afliilapt,    1S0.        Deputy   governor,    325, 

Preildent  of  Main,   329.       Zealous,   331.       In  terror,   380, 

Treats  with  the  Indians,  404. 
Davenport,  John,  comes  over,    82.     Invited  to  Weftminfter  af- 

fembly,  115;.      Conceals  Whaley  and  Goffe,  215.    Death,  260.- 
Davenport,  Captain,  killed  at  the  caftle,  253. 
D^ulney,  a  French  governor  at  Penobfcot,  bickerings  with  him, 

128  to  134. 
Davis  Silvanus,  action  at  Kenebeck,  346.     CounceHor,  ii.  14. 
Deeds  registered,  -455. 
Deerfleld  deflroyed  by  the  French,  ii.   137. 
Denifon,  George,  great  fuccels,    30c. 
Deputies  and  aCiftants  contention,  35,  14-;. 
Dixwell,  Colonel,  one  of  Kiag  Charles's  judges,  known  by  thi 

name  of  J.  Davids,  217. 
Dod,  John,  charges  New-England  puritans  withfeperation,  8i, 
Dougiafs,  erroneous,  208,  314,  355,  358,  474.     ii.  25,  50,  80. 
Downing,  Sir  George,  anecdotes,  111. 
Dudley,  Thomas,  12.     Account  of  him,  14.     Deputy  governor, 

17.     No  friend  to  toleration,  '75.     Governor,  35,  144.  Death 

and  character,  183.  Dudley* 
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Dudley,  Jofeph,  member  for  Roxbury,  287.  His  account  of 
Narraganfet  fight,  302.  Agent,  334.  Prefident,  340.  Seized 
and  imprifoned,  374.  Suffers  much,  391.  Sent  to  England, 
393.  Chief  juftice  of  flew- York,  395.  Sollicits  for  the  go- 
Ternment,  ii.  85.  Member  of  parliament,  86.  Governor,  124. 
Negatives  five  councilors,  136.  Severely  cenfured,  146,  147, 
152,  157,  162.  In  danger  in  a  ftorm,  148.  Gains  friends, 
188.  Superfeded  by  the  council,  210-  By  Col.  Tailer,  212. 
Character,  213. 

Dudley,  Paul,  offends  the  houfe,  ii.  256. 

Dummcr,  Richard,  firft  arrives,  41.     Affiftants  43.    Left  out,  6x. 

Dummcr,  Shubael,  killed  at  York,  405. 

Dummer,  Jeremiah,  Agent,  ii.  187:  Raifes  a  bubble  in  1726', 
244.     Slighted  by  the  houfe,  255. 

Dummer,  William,  lieut.  governor,  ii.  291.  Reprimanded,  322. 
Retires  and  his  character,  368. 

Dunftan,  Hannah,  an  heroine,  ii.   106. 

Dunftar,  Henry,  college  prefide«t,    174. 

Dutch  bribe  Engiifh  pilot  to  go  to  Cape-Cod.  5.  Settle  bounds 
with  New-Haven,  157.  Sufpected  of  plot  againft  the  Engiifh, 
175  to  1  $5.     Surrender  Manhados,  23 1. 

EARTHQUAKE,  memorable,  96.   ii.  326, 

Eaton,  Nath.  flrft  matter  of  Harvard  college,  96.    Difplaeed  91. 

Eaton,  Theophiliis,  account  of  him,  17.  Comes  to  N.England, 82. 

Elders  conful ted  by  general  court,  181.  223.  2^3.  311.  337. 
Jealous  of  power  of  the  magiftrate,  270  to  274.  Prophecy 
infackcloth,  274.    Concerned  ia  all  matter*  of  moment,  424. 

Election  contentious,  61.    97. 

Eliot,  John,  Indian  apoftle,  162  to  169.  P*ecants  his  opinion's 
againft  monarchy,  212. 

Eliot,  John,  capt.  gallant  action,  295. 

Elizabeth  iflands,    fo  called  by  Gofncld,   1. 

Embarkation,  firft,  for  Manachufets-Bay,  9.  Second,  io-  Third 
and  principal  with  the  chartar,  19. 

Endicot,  John,  a  patentee,  8.  Goes  to  Naumkeak  or  Salem,  fub- 
governor,  o.  His  character,  17.  Cuts  the  crofs  out  of  the 
king's  colours  and  cenfured,  38.  Sent  againft  the  Pequots 
without  fuccefs  and  reflected  on,  58.  Governor,  134,  :  5 1,1 7  a* 
188.     His  death,  235. 

Errors  condemned  in  the  fynod,  75. 

Eflex  county   in  1643,  117. 

Excommunication  cftab'tfhcd,  42-?, 

^Expedition, 
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Expedition,    French,   defigned   againft    Bofton,  102.     ii.    42$. 
Againft  Canada,  ii.   190.   398.     Againft  Louifburgh,  ii.  405". 
fexpence  df  firft  tranfportation  computed  £ .  192,000  fterl.  93, 

F. 

Faction  fuppreiFed,  145  to  149. 

Fall  turned  to  thanksgiving,  23,  142* 

Fen  wick,  George,  agent  for  Lord  Say,  Brooke,  &c.  ico.     Leaves 

a  legacy  to  New-England,  101. 
Fire  of  London,   collection  in  the  colony   for    fufferers,  257. 

In  Bofton  in  1676  and  1679,  34.       In  171 1,  ii.  200. 
Flint,   Thomas,  a  {Eft  ant,   no. 

Fo'fter,  John,  an  aclive  revolutioner,  377.     His  death,  ii.  196. 
Foxcroft,  juftice,  imprifons  W  inflow,   373. 
Frarey,  deacon,  fined,  356'. 

Freemen,  none  admitted,  except  church  members,  26. 
French  drove  from  Acadie,  28.  Drive  the  Englifh  fromPenobfcot, 

30.     Immediately  after  peace,  take  meafures  for  war,  ii.  no'. 
French  proteftants  afk  leave  to  fettle,  224. 
Frontenac,  governor  of  Canada,  appointed  to  command  forces 

againft  New- England,  ii,  101. 

G. 

Gardner,  Sir  Chriftopher,  knight  df  the  Sepulchre,  a  great  enemy 
to  the  colony,  25. 

General  court  firft  confifting  of  houfe  reprefentatives  &c.  35. 
Offended  with  Bofton  and  meet  at  Cambridge,  60.  Pafs  aa 
order  of  neutrality  in  the  war  between  king  St  parliament,  136. 
R.eftrain  churches  in  choice  of  minifters,  188.  Their  proceed- 
ings with  commiftioners  from  King  Charles  the  fecond,  250, 
to  255.      Amplify  their  juYifdiclioft,  260. 

General  court  interpofe  in  the  difputes  of  Bofton  church  270* 
Acknowledge  their  error  273.  MefTage  upon  diffoiution  of  the. 
government  342.     Declaration  of  right,  529. 

George,  captain  of  a  king's  fhip  feized  374. 

George  the  firft  proclaimed  with  unufual  marks  of  joy,  ii.  209. 

Gibbons,  Major  general  of  forces,  137.  Ainftant,  160.  Anec- 
dote. 160. 

GofFe,  colonel,  one  of  king  Charles  judges,  213,  to  2x0.  Letter 
from  his  wife,    522. 

$6ffe,  Thomas,  tirft  deputy  governor,   9. 

Goodwin,  John,  his  children  bewitched,  ii.  18. 

Gookins,  Daniel,  arrives,  136.     Zealous,  331. 

Gorges,  Robert,-  his  grant  from  colony  of  fliflQQUtb,  6.  Sells  it 
to  Sir  William  Brierton,  6,  Gorges, 
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Gorges,  Sir  Ferdinando,  fpent  £.  20,000  fettling  colonies,  3,  A 
moft  active  member  of  the  council  of  Plimouth,  5.  Joins  with 
Mafon  in  endeavours  to  hurt  the  Maflachufets,  48. 

Gorges,  Thomas,  mayor  of  Acamenticus  alias  York,  176. 

Gorton,  Samuel,  founder  of  a  feo1,  117.  A  brief  hiftory  of  him, 
to  124.     His  defence,  5^9. 

Gofnold  Bartholomew  firft  difcovered  New- England,  1. 

Governor  expected  from  England  31,  48,  22$.  Old  charter' 
governor  prays  in  publick  upon  a  faft  day,  295. 

H. 

HADLEY  men  headed  by  GofFe  the  regicide,  219. 

Hair,  long,  affociation  againft  it,   151.     Ranked  among  the  fins 

of  the  land,  320 
Hale,  SirMatthew's,  witch  trials,  a  precedent  for  N.England,  ii.  ti. 
Hale,  John,  his  wife  accufed,  Sec.  ii.  60. 
Hampden,  John,  intended  for  New-England,  42. 
Hampden,  Mr.  anecdote,  332. 
Hamond,  major,  taken  priioner,  ii.  89. 
Hampton  fettled,    69. 
Hampfhire  county  eftablimed,  225. 
Harlakenden,  Mr.  arrives,  41.     Dies,  91. 
Harley,  Mr.  tradition  of  him,  ii.  122. 

Harvard  college  founded.,  90?  91    no,  171.  Growth,  171  to  175, 
Harman,  Capt.  expedition,  ii.  309. 
Haflerigg,  Sir  Arthur,  intended  for  New-England,  42. 
HaveriU  deftroyed,  ii.  173. 
Haugh,  Mr.  affiftant,  43.     Slighted,  61. 
Hawthorne,  John,  examines  witches,  ii.  30. 
Hawthorne,    William,   fpeaker,   160.      Sent   fcr  to  anfwer  \k 

England,  253.  ,. 

Haynes,  John,    arrives,    34.       AfMant,   35.      Governor,    43 

Goes  to  Connecticut,  53. 
Hereditary  honoOrs,   plan  for  thern,  490. 
Higginfon,  Francis,  firft  minifter  of  Salem,  10. 
Higginfon,  John,  ordained,  325.     Death,  ii.  176. 
Higginfon,  Nathanael,  ii.  160. 
High  treafon,   firft  law  againft  it,   323. 
Hiacoomes,  an  Indian  convert,   161. 
Hibbins,  William,  agent,  98.     Ailiftant,  127. 
Hibbins,  Ann,   executed,    187. 
Hinkley,  Thomas,  governor  of  Plimouth,  petitions  K.  James^dS. 

Death,  ii.  154. 
Hoar,  Leonard,  prefident,  174. 
Hobby,    Sir  Charles,    foilicits  for  the  government,    ii.    i;?> 

Dsatb,  27 j. 

Holyokfj 
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ftolyc/ke,   Edward,  prefidenr,    17c. 

Hooke.counfe'lor,  his  opinion  upon  the  MafTachufets  charter^ia. 

Hooker,  Thomas,  arrives,  34.  Coldnefs  between  Mr.  Cottoq 
and  him,  43.  Removes  to  Hartford,  45.  Invited  to  the 
affembly  at  Weftminfler,    1  1  c. 

Hopkins,  governor  of  Connecticut,  Si. 

fludibras,  the  author  ridicules  the  pious  Nsw-Englaaders  for  the 
deeds  of  a  prorogate  crew,  6. 

Houfe  of  commons  vote  the  furrender  of  plantation  charters 
illegal,  &c.  389.   Bill  paHed  to  refloie  N.  England  charters,  39c. 

Houfe  of  reprefentatives  offended  with  governor  Shute  for  nega- 
tiving their  fpeaker,  ii.  242.  Infert  themfelves  in  difpute 
about  pine  trees,  2_;6.  With-hold  part  of  the  governor's  fala* 
ry,  243.  Adjourn  for  hx  days,  257;  Take  the  direction  of 
the  war,  269.  Remarks  upon  their  conduct,  288.  Order 
lieutenant  governor's  feal  to  be  defaced,  298.  Accept  an  ex* 
planatory  charter,  321. 

Hubbard,   William,  ii.    147. 

Hubbard,  Nathaniel,   ii.    147.  40^. 

Hutchinfon,   William,  comes  to  New-Eng!and,  55. 

Hutchinfon,  Ann,  comes  from  Alford  to  New-England,  c^' 
Treated  with  great  refpect,  but  watched  by  Mr.  \\  mthrcp,  id., 
The  principal  women  attend  her  lectures,  56.  She  condemns 
the  miniilers  for  being  under  a  covenant  of  works,  id.  Mr. 
Cotton  countenances  her  opinions,  57.  The  colony  in  a 
flame  by  reafon  of  thsm,  id.  Loft  her  iupport  when  Mr. Vane 
removed,  66.  Called  to  trial,  for  fa-ken  by  Mr.  Cotton,  and 
her  tragical  fate,  70  to  73. 

Hutchinfon,  Edward,  banilhed,  73.  Sent  to  treat  with  NJpmug 
Indians,   291.      Ambulhed  and  killed,   292. 

Hutchir.fon,  Eiilha,  a  zealous  member,  331.  Affiftant,  347. 
joins  with  Mather  in  a  remonllran.ee,  367.  Treats  with  In- 
dian?, 404.  Commander  i.i  chief  ot  forces,  ii.  67,-  168, 
Dies,  223. 

Hutchinfon,   Eliakim,  his  death,  ii.  223. 

Hutchinfon,  William,  his  character,  ii.  249. 

Jfutshinfon,  Tap.  arreih  Kidd,  i;.  1 19.    Death  5c  character,  391, 

J- 

JACOBS,  Margaret,  accufes  herfelf  and  grandfather  of  witch* 

craft  and  then  recants,  ii.   38. 
James  the  fttft  grants  all  the  continent  from  34  to  45  degrees,  J, 

Refufes  to  grant  liberty -of  commerce,    4. 
James  the  fecond  proclaimed  in  Bofton,  3^*0, 
jlanfon,  Sir  Brj aat,  affiftan!-,    16. 

Vql.  If,  $  m  Ibsxvilfe, 


Iberville  takes  the  Newport,  Capt.  Paxton,  ii.  gz.  'the  fort  tt 
Pemaquid,  ii.  93. 

Idolatry,  Indian,  learnt  from  the  French,  472. 

Jermayne,  Sir  Thomas,  fpeaks  in  favor  of  the  colony,  33. 

Increafe  of  the  colonies,  remarks^  ii.   afoi  - 

Indians,  no  idea  of  what  the  Englifh  intend  by  fubjecls,  276, 
Their  way  of  fighting  muft  fucceed  when  they  exceed  greatly 
in  numbers, 295.  Hardly  uled,2<;6.  Captives  made  flaves,  307. 
Their  number  in  Plimouth  colony,  349.  The  fevera!  nations 
4?6.  The  mohawks  or  cannibals,  457  Ctiftoms,  manners,  Ian* 
guage,  Sec.  46 1  to  479.  The  French  made  them  idolaters,  472. 
Said  to  call  the  feven  liars  the  bear,  478.  Alarm  the  colonies, 
if.  120.  Deftroy  Deerfield,  137.  Haverhill,  173.-  Treacherous,, 
178.  Attempts  to  gofpelize  them,  161.    rheir  towns,  1 67, 16&. 

Indians,  Pequods,  threaten  war,  27,  58.  War  with  them,  76  to 81. 

Indians,  Naraganfets,  come  to  Bolton^  28.  Treaty  withtheno^ 
59.  PlotagainfttheEngltfli.ua.  At  warwkh  Mohegms,  136. 

Indians,  Wompanoags,  or  Philip'?  Indians,  war  with  them,  &c: 
275  to  310.     Their  firft  fobjeclion  to  King  James,  273. 

Indians,  Eadern,  aflatilt  Ipfwich  Indians,  27.  Begin  war,  307. 
Hoftilities  34610348,  364,395,40/].  Treaty  of  peace,  ii.  73, 
109,  201^  218,  317,  318.  Holtiiities,  ii.  277,  302  to  305, 
306  to  316. 

Inoculation  in  Rofton,  ii,  273. 

2nvai\on,  French,  threatned,  ii.  101. 

Jocelyn,  his  voyage  to  New- England,  26-7. 

Johnfon,  Ifaac,  an  afBtlant,  10.  Refoivesto  become  a  planter,  12. 
His  family,  eftate,  Sec.  16.  Hh  lady  daughter  of  Earl  of  Lin- 
coln. 20.     His  death  greatly  lamented,  20. 

Jones,  Margaret,  execuied,   150. 

Ipfwich  men  fined  and  imprifoned  by  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  365* 

Ireland  claim  an  exemption  from  Britifh  acls  of  pailiament,  322. 

Judges  dependent,  ii.  376. 

Judicial  proceedings,  cou-rfe  of,    449. 

K. 

KENEBECK  river,  fir  ft  entered  by  Europeans,  2.     Indian  fpoils 

there,   346. 
Kieft,  a  Dutch  governor  at  Manhadoes,  158. 
Kidd,  the  famous  bucaneer,  feized  at  Bofton,  ii.  119. 
$Cilby  Chriftopher,  reprefentative,  ii.  392.      Agent,  id. 
Kirk,  Colonel,  appointed  governor  of  New-England,  341* 
Knowles,  Admiral,  imprefs  made  by  him  at  Bofton,  ii.  430. 

L. 

LACONIA,  an  ideal  province,  104.     The  province  of  Main  fo 

called,  267. 
;  aniafttr  bixnt  by  the  enemy,  30^.  Land 
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Land  bank,  ii.  206,  3Q2. 

Lake,  Capt.  Thomas,  killed,    346. 

La  Tour,  French  governor,  127  to  134. 

Laud,  arclibifhop,  jealous  of  New- England,  26-     Employs  Hur- 

dett  to- give  intelligence,  id.     Firlt  commi&oner  for  regulating 

plantations,  502. 
Laws  framed  from  the  judicial  of  Mofes,  439.     Provincial,  ft\ 

63  to  66. 
jLawlbn,  Roger,  tried  for  lupplying   the  French    and   Indiao 

enemies,   ii.  154. 
Lechford,  Thomas,  a  tcaclious  attorney,  451. 
Ledea,  William,  a  quaker,  hanged,  202. 
Leete,  William,  deputy  governor  of  Connecticut,  favors  Whaley 

and  Goffe,  216. 
Legiflature  in  general  formed  by  the  colonies,  9c. 
Leigh,  Lord,  accompanies  Mr.   Vane  to  England,  63. 
Leverett,  Thomas,  ruling  elder,    34. 
Leverett,  John,  fent  to  Naraganfets  to  treat,  1 1  2.     Commiffioner 

from  Oliver  Cromwell,  183.     Deputy  governor,  269-     Goverr 

nor,  270.     His  death,  323. 
Leverett,  John,  college  prefident,  175. 
Leyden,  puritans  or  feperatiih  there,  3, 
Lieutenant  governor   confidered  as    a  counsellor  though   no^ 

elected,  ii.  70. 
Long  lilandinNewYork,firft  peopledfrcm  Lyn  inMafIachufets,$9, 
JLothrop,  Capt.  and  company  defeated,  294, 
Lovewell,  Capt.  ii.  314. 

JLouifburgh,  expedition   againfl  it,  ii.  405  to  423 
Ludlow,  B.oger,  deputy  governor,  35.     Removes  to  Connecli* 

cut,  43,,  9S. 
Lyford,  a  minifter  of  New-Plimouth,  7 
Lyman,  Caleb,  his  exploit,   ii.  146* 

M. 

MAIN,  province  of,  deferted  by  Gorges  the  proprietor,  the  peo- 
ple put  themfelves  under  the  MaiHichufets,  176.  Made '4 
county,  id.  Purchafed,  326.-  Made  part  of  MaiTachufets 
province,  i<.    c. 

Manhados  (New- York)  furrendcrs  to  Co).  Nichols,   &c.  231. 

fctaquas  and  the  reft  of  the  5  nations  treaty,  348. 

Marblehead,  rage  of  women  there,   307. 

Martha's  vineyard  firft  fo  called,    1. 

Mafon,  Capt.  John,  fpent  20,000  1.  fettling  colonies,  3.  Molefts 
the  MafFachufets,    48.      Mis  feveral  alledged  grants,  313. 

Malon,  John,  commands  Connecticut  forces  agajaft.  Pequous,  76. 
Chief  iUare  in  Pequod  war,  77,  78. 


'& 
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MafTafoit,  Indian  chief,  chufes  King  James  for  his*  fovereign  rather 
than  his  ally,  275.     An  en^my  to  chriftianity,  276. 

Malls  for  roya!  navy,  ii.  253. 

Mather,  Richard,  arrives,  41.     His  death,   259. 

Mather,  increafe,  college  prefident,  174.  Sued  by  Randolph  for 
defamation,  366.  Goes  fecretly  to  England  to  follicit  for  the 
colony,  366.  A  faithful  agent,  389.  Saves  New-P!imouth 
from  being  annexed  to  New- York,  406-  Not  fitisfied  with 
the  new  charter,  409.  Has  the  fole  nomination  of  the  fir  ft 
governor  and  council,  413.  Arrives  at  Bolton,  416.  His 
death,  ii.  305 

Mather,  Cotton,  drew  the  manifefto  upon  the  New-England  rc« 
volution,  381.  Intercedes  with  his  father  for  governor  Stough- 
ton,  414.     The  firft  mover  in  favor  of  inoculation,  ii.  273. 

Matthews,  a  miniiler,  fined  for  preaching  without  licence,  423, 

Maverick,  Samuel,  at  Noddles  lfland,  2  r.  Obnoxious  for  ftirring 
up  a  faction,  145.  Commiflioner  from  King  Charles  II.  230* 
Delivers  a  letter  from  King  Charles  to  the  colony,  253. 

Mavoihen,  the  Indian  name  for  the  eallern  country,  1. 

Mayhew,  Thomas,  inftru^s  the  Indians,  161.  Purchafe  of  Mar- 
tha's vineyard,  Nantucket  and  Elizabeth  ifhnds,  i6j. 

Medfield  burnt,  3:3. 

Miantinomo,  Naraganfet  chief,  comes  to  Bofton,  28.  Plots 
againft  the  Englifh,  112,  113.  Takep  prifoner,  137*  Tut 
to  death,   13?. 

Middlelex  county,    1 1 7. 

Militia  in  the  year  i66£,  244 

Miniftry,  poorly  fupported,  274. 

Mitchef,  Jonathan,  friend  to  Whaley  and  Goffe,  218.  Oppofes 
the  fending  over  the  magistrates  upon  King  Charles's  order, 
253.     A  licenfer  of  the  prefs,  259.     Death,  260. 

Money  granted  by  parliament  brought  over,  ii.  177.178. 

Mortality  among  Indians,  35. 

Morton,  an  attorney  at  Mount  Wollafton,  ?.  Seized  and  fent  to 
England,  id.     Complains  of  the  colony,  3  1.    Fined  £aoo.  32* 

Mount  Hope  and  the  country  round  granted  to  N.Plimouth,  345. 

Moultoiii  Co!,  behaves  well  at  Norr.idgewock,  ii.  309. 

V    M; 

NANTASKET   firft  began,    7. 

Naraganfet  Indians,  treaty,  C9.     Plotting,  112.     At  war  with 

the  Mohegins,  136.    Further  quarrels,  155.  1H6.  Treaty,  289. 

"Break  their  treaty,   297-     Famous  fight,  299. 
Naumkeak  (Salem)  fettlement  began  there,  o. 
Nelfon;  John,  a  revolutioner,  376.     His  friendly  intelligence,  378. 
tie  w- England  diioovefed,    i.     Firft  Co  called,    2<     Fifft  coiotiy 
'  chore,  2,    pivilbi;  inco  \  2  ffrotiaQ&j  50, 
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jWewfoundland  taken  by  the  French,  ii.  ioo. 

New-Hampfhire  fettled,  102  to  uo.  Three  diftlne*  govern- 
ments, 108.  Swallowed-  up  by  MafTachufets,  no.  Of  the- 
famedifpofition  with  MafTachufets,  268.  Grateful  return,  338" 
Contr  jveriy  about  it,  3 1 2  to  3 1 8.    Boundary  line  fettled,ii.  382. 

New-Haven  firft  planted,  82  to  86.  Settle  bounds  with  the 
Dutch,  157.     Apply  to  Cromwell,  182* 

l^ew-PHmouth  colony  begins,  5*  Trade  at  Penobfcot,  28* 
Brief  (late  of  affairs,  206  to  208.  Boundary  line  fettled,  208, 
229.  Conducl  approved  by  King  Charles  the  fecond's  conx- 
rniilioners,  233.  Defirous  of  chaitifing  the  Indians,  286- 
Further  ftate  of  affairs  there,  343  to  346.  Revolution  there, 
383.  Annexed  to  New-York,  405.  Recalled  and  annexed  to 
MafTachufets,  406      A  fummary  of  their  affairs,  ii.  449  to  48x>-- 

Wew-Somerfetlhire,  the  fame  with  the  province  of  Main,  267. 

New-York,  revolution  there,  384.     Neutrality  with  French,  ii.  140. 

Nichols,  K. Charles's  commimoner,  230.    Difcreet  behaviour, 2 50* 

Nicholfon,  Francis,  384.  ii.  176.    178,  180.  190. 

Nocake,  for  Nuichicke,  Indian  iood,  465. 

Norfolk  county,  117. 

Horridgewock,  fuccefsful  expedition  there,  ii.  309. 

Norton,  John,  arrives,  41,  Disapproves  Mrs.  Hibbins's  execu- 
tion, 188.  In  favor  of  addrefs  to  K.  Charles  the  fecond,  210- 
Agent  to  England,  219.     His  death  and  quakers  remark,  223. 

Notaries  public,  firft  chofen,  ii.  238. 

Nova-Scotia  made  part  of  the  MafTachufets  province,  ii.  c. 
Affairs  there,  127  to  134.  ii.  90,  97.   180  to  186. 

Nowell,  Increafe,  his  chara&er,   17.     Settles  at  Charkftown,  ?Z» 

No  we  11,  Samuel,  joins  with  Mather  in  England,  367. 

Noycs,  Oliver,  his  death,  ii.  249* 

o. 

OAKES,  Thomas,  agent,  393,  Affiftant,  id, 
Oakes,  Urian,  prefident  of  the  college,  174, 
Oldham,  John,  itirs  up  a  faclion.in  New-Plimouth,  7.     A  grantee 

from  the  council   of  Plimouth,  7. 
Ofgood,  Mary,  examination,  ii.  31.     Recantation,  41.     Tcft> 

monial,  42. 
Owen,  John,  invited  to  New-England,  226, 


PAPER  money  firft  made,  402* 

Parliament,  memorable  a&  or  ordinance,   114. 

3»irris,   San^uel,  witchcraft  begins  ia  his  fyaiityf  ii*  2 J.    Too 

'  >^;lc:i<  %  orof^cutions,  *& 
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Parfons,  Hugh,  tried  for  witchcraft,  179. 
Paffengers  the  fir  ft  ten  years,  21200,    93. 
Patrick,  Captain  in  Pequod  war,  76. 
Patch,  £liz.    her  death,   ii.  216. 

Paxton,  Capt.  taken  in  the  Newport  man  of  war,  ii.  02. 
Pierce,  Capt.   and  5:0  men  killed,    304. 

Pelham,  Herbert,  affiftant,    144.     Commifjioner,  145.     In  Eng- 
land, 163 . 
Pemaquid,    a  fort  there,    ii.  68.      Taken   92.       PofofTed  by 

Dunbar,  ii.   379. 
Penn,  Elder,  death  and  character,   269. 
Penobfcot  rifled,  29.    Taken,  46.    By  CromweU,  183.    Reftored, 

258.     Taken  by  the  Dutch,  311.     By  Sir  William  Phips,  397. 
Pequods  kill  Stone,  4c.     Protect  the  murderers  of  the  Englifh,  58. 

Urge  the  Naraganfets  to  war,  59.  The  tribedeftroyed,76to  81. 
Peters,  Hugh,  one  of  the  firft  planters,  9.     Arrival,  41.      Agent, 

and  his  tragical  end,  98.    Oppofes  collection  for  thelndians,  \6$. 
Philip,  King,  or  Indian  Sachem,  fubjecls  himfelf  and  nation,  279. 

282.     Rafhly  begins  a  war,   284.     In  imminent  danger,  291; 

Killed  306. 
Phips,  Sir  William,   birth,   &c.    396-.     Takes  Port -Royal,    397. 

Hi  fuccefs  at  Quebec,  399  to  401.     Sollicitsa2d  expedition. 403. 

Governor,  413.     Arrives,  41c.     Public  entry,  ii.  12.     Encou- 
rages profecution  of  witches,  23.    Awarram  from  his  lady,  61. 

Quarrels   with   collector  and  captain  of  a  man  of  war^  75. 

Ordered  to  England,  78.     His  death,  85. 
Phips,  Conftantine,  agent,  ii.  8c.     Drew  the  bill  for  revering 

Leifler's  attainder,  86-     Removed  from  agency,  i8j6. 
Phips,  Spencer,  lieutenant  governor,  ii.  81. 
Pifcataqua  fubmit  to  Maffachufets,    101.     A  fummary  o£  fettle-, 

ments,  102. 
Plaifted,Col.his  fon  taken  prifoner  theday  he  was  married,  ii.  20QV 
Planters,  firft,  whether  churchmen,  417.  Became  feparatifts,  418. 
Platform,  fum  of  it,  431. 
Popham,  Sir  John,  a  promoter  of  colonies,  2.     Kis  brother  pre- 

iident  of  Sagadahoc  colony,  2. 
Porter,  John,  fentenced  to  die  for  difobedience  to  parents,  239. 
Portroyal    fcaken   by    Phips,    397.      Attempted,    ii.   165.    171, 

Taken,  182. 
Portfmouth,  N.  Hampfhire,   their  generous  donation   to  Harvard 

college,  268. 
Prince  of  Orange,  news   of  his  landing  in  England,  372.     His 

declaration  called  a  treafonable  libel,    373. 
Prince  of  Wales,    his  birth  celebrated,   372, 
Printing  firft  fet  up,    257. 
prodigies  reported,  J26.  12^ 

froyi^cne^ 
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providence,  ifhnd,  colony,  94  to  97. 

Province  of  Maffachufets  bay  bounds,   if.   7. 

Puritan  minifters  in  England  did  not  approve  of  reparation,  tu 

Come  over  in  Charles  the  iecond's  reign,   225. 
pyrn,   John,   defigned  to  New-England,  42.     Intimate  with  tho 

6rft  planters,  ii.  2. 
Pynchon,    WiHiam,    afiiftaatj    17.       Settles   at   Roxbury,    si, 

Springfield,  98. 

0, 

QUAKERS  perfecuted,  196  to  205.    320. 
Quinnypiack,  afterwards  New-haven,  63. 
QuittamUg,  John,   a   very  old  Indian^  ii,  305. 
Quo  wan anto  againft  she  charter,  338,  340, 

R. 

RAINSFORD,  brother  to  Lord  chief  jaftice,  a  ruling  elder,  260. 

Ralle,  father,  ii,  241,262.     His  chara&ef',  263.     Killed,  309. 

Randolph,  Edward,  arrives,  311.  Made  8  voyages  in  9  years, 
329.  Appointed  collector,  330.  Quarrels  with  Dudley,  351. 
Bpafts  that  he  is  as  arbitrary  as  the  great  Turk,  369.  Vet*d 
a  capital  offender,   ii,  5. 

RatciiiTe,  Mr.  the  fir  ft  epifcopal  minifler,  355. 

Read,  John,  brs  character,  ii,  376. 

Regiftry  of  deeds,    453. 

Reprefentatives  fir  ft  chofen,   35. 

Revell,  John,  affiftant,    17. 

Revolution  in  New-England  before  any  certain  new3  from  Eng- 
land, 373.  Circumstantial  account  of  it,  374  to  377.  Perfona 
concerned  afraid  of  the  confequence,   38c. 

Rhode -Ifland  fettted  by  refugees  from  Maflachufets,  72,  73- 
Reiuied  to  be  admitted  into  union  with  the  other  colonies,  1 24, 
Surrender  their  charter,-  339,  Re-aflume  it,  407.  Lice  fet- 
tled, ii,  400. 

Robinibn,  John,  minifter,  ii,  454.     Andrew,  his  exploit,  ii,  29fv 

Robinfon,  William,  a  quaker,  executed,  200. 

Rochellers  apply  for  leave  to  fettle  in  New- Eft-gland,    224. 

Rogers,  John,  college  prefident,  174. 

Rouiter,  Edward,  affiftant,  17. 

Rolwell,  Sir  Henry,  patentee,  8. 

Rowley  fettled,  89. 

Rowfe,  William,  tried  and  fined,  ii.  152, 

Ruling  elders,   426. 

Rpflell,  hon.  George,  at  Bofton,  332. 

Ruile'l.  PJchard,  an  affiftant,    189. 

Ruileli,  James,  an  affiftant,   ii.  14,  SAC  A- 
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SAGADAHOC  fettled,  i. 

Saint  Chriftopher?,  contribution  for  relief,  257. 

Saint  Francois  fettled  by  eaftern  Indians,  ii.  142. 

SaltonftaU,  Sir  Richard,  patentee,  9,  15.     Settles  at  VVatertowc, 

returns  to  England,   24. 
Sal tonrtall,  Richard,  ailiftant,   61.     Makes   a    vow,  94.      Give* 

Wlialey  and  Goffe  fifty  pounds,  .-317. 
SaltonftaU,  Nathaniel,  351.     ii.  14, 
Salisbury  fettled,  89. 
Salary  fixed,  controverfy,  ii.  333. 
Salem,  court  removed  there,  ii.  3C0. 
Sanderfon,  Anthony,  agent,  ii.  292. 

Sanford,  Major,  tales  Sir  E.  Andros  and  fends  him  t6  Boftcn,  392. 
Saffacus,  Pequod  fachem,  80. 

Savage,  Thomas,  banifhed,  73.      Commands  forces,  288. 
Say  and  Seale,    Lord,   intended  to  New-England,   42.      Urge* 

removal  to  the  Bahamas,  94.     Kind  letter  to  the  colony,  220/ 
Saybrooke  fort,  47.     Burnt,  15  £. 
Scott,  Patience,  a  quaker  child,   199. 
Schuyler,  Col.  friendly,  ii.  142.  163.  172'. 
SewalJ,  Samuel,  359.     ii.  61,  291. 
Stdgewick,  Major,  commiffioner  from  Cromwell,  xt$.     Tafor* 

St.  John's,  Penobfcot,  &c.  id. 
Sharp,   Samuel,    affiltant,    xc. 
Sharp,  Thomas,   17. 
Shawmutt,   21. 

SheafFe,  Sampfon,  his  letter  about  Canada  expedition,  v.  i<M 
Shepard,  Thomas,  arrives,  41.     Dies,  151. 
■Ships,  number  of  in  1^6^,   244. 
Short,  Capt.  irnprifoned,  &c.  77. 
Shrimpton,   Col.   writ  of  intrufion,  £69. 
Shirley,  William,  fucceeas  Belcher,  ii.  399.     Forms  an  expedition 

againft  Louii'burgh,  40c.     Reiires  to  the  caftle,   439.     Houfe 

of  reprefematives  refolve  to  Hand  by  him,  433.     Returns  tp 

town,  434. 
JShute,  Samue':,  governor,   ii.  21c.     Arrives,  217.     Controverfy 

with  houfe  cf  reprefentatives,  231.     Negatives  the  fpeaker,233» 

DifToIves  tiie  court,  260.     Leaves  the  province  fuddenly,  288. 

Exhibits  articles  againft  the  hcufe,   299;     Succeeded  by  go- 

rernor  Burnet,  32  c. 
Sicknefs  the  £r(t  winter,  19. 
Skelton,  Samuel,  firft  minifter  of  Salem,  10. 
Small-pox  among  the  Indians,  34.     The  Engl'ur,  i:.   273-. 
Smith,  Ralph,  feparatift,  10. 
Soil,  opinions  about  it,   47?  to  486, 
$emers>  Sir  John,  for  the  colony,  294,  SJWJt'ncotf, 
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Southcott,    Thomas,  a  patentee,  8. 

Speaker,    difpute  about  him,   ii.  149. 

Springfield  called  Agawam,  98.     Burnt  by  the  Indians,  295. 

Stevenion,  Marmaduke,  a  quaker,  hanged,  2CO. 

Stillingfleet,  Dr.   his  remark,  228. 

Stone,  Mr.  arrives,  34.      At  Hartford,  99. 

Stone,  Capt.   killed  by  Indians,   45. 

Storm,  remarkable,    53. 

Stoughton,  Ifrael,  afliftant,  61.     Commands  againft  Pequods,  76. 

His  death,    144. 
Stoughton,   William,  agent,   312.      Profecutes  witches,  ii.  23. 

Commander  in  chief,  81,  121.  Death,  125.  His  character,  127. 
Stuyvefant,  Dutch  governor,  158,   159. 
Suffolk,  county,    117. 

Sunderland,  lord,  would  not  admit  a  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  367. 
Subjection  civil,  notions  of  it,  251. 
Sudbury  fettled,  89. 

Symonds,  Samuel,  afMant,  117.     Deputy  governor,  270. 
Synod,  67,  68,  69,  225,  324. 

T. 

TAILER,  William,  lieut.  governor,  ii.  200.  368.     Dies,  381." 
Temple,  Sir  Thomas,  begs  the  lives  of  condemned  quakers,  200. 

Recommended  byN.  Fiennes,  206. 
Temple,  Capt.  Robert,  commander  of  forces  eaftward,  ii.  297. 
Teit,  New- England,  431. 

Thurloe  fends  orders  to  proclaim  Richard  Cromwell,  209. 
Tilton,  Peter,  a  zealous  deputy,   331. 
Titles  to  lands  queftioncd,   359. 
Town,  a  fortified  one  projected,  23  . 
Trade,  ftate  or  it  in  1639,  91.     Flourifhing,  189.     In  1670,  269^ 

In  1750,  ii.  441. 
Trees,  referved  by  charter,  ii.   253. 

v. 

VANE,  Henry,  arrives,  41.  Governor,  53.  Supported  by 
Mr.  Cotton,  53.  DifTembies,  54.  Peculiar  tenets,  57.  Win- 
throp's  intereft  too  ftrong  for  him,  61.  Shews  his  refentment, 
62.     Returns  to  England,   63.     Character,  64  to  67. 

Valfall,  William,  afllftant,  17.     Further  account  of  him,  145. 

Veils  worn  by  Salem  women,  430. 

Vetch,  Samuel,  tried,  ii.  154.  Colonel  of  forces  againft  Canada,' 
176.     Goveraor  of  Nova-Scotia,  184. 

Uncas,   Mohegin  facbem,    136,   143. 

Underbill,  John,  captain,  76.  An  enthufiaft,  77.  Chofen 
governor  of  Exeter  and  Dover,   107. 

Union  of  the  colonies,  124  to  126. 

Vol.  II,  Nu  WADSWORTH, 
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w. 

WADS  WORTH..  Benjamin,  college  prefident,  ii.  175, 

Wadfworth,  Capt.  kiUed  and  his  company,  305. 

Walker,  Sir  Hovenden's,  expedition,  ii.  190. 

Wallev,    John,   commands  land   forces  againfl    Canada,    401, 
Journal,    554. 

Ward,  Natli.  fimple  cobler  of  Agawam,   120. 

Warwick,    Earl  of,   7. 

Warwick,  Coiptefs  ot'f  benefactor,   18. 

Warren,  Commodore,  ii.  414.     His  teitimony.,  4^?. 

Watts,  Sarah,  claims  26th  part  of  Maflachufets colony,  ii.  225. 

Wafhburn,  John,  fecretary,   ic. 

Weld,   Thomas,   agent,    98.     DifmiiTed,    149. 

Welis,   action  rhere,    67. 

Wequafb,  a  chriftian  Indian,  but  betrays  his  countrymen,  77. 

Weft,   fecretary  under  Andros,   358. 

Weft,  vice  admiral,   6. 

Weftbrook,  Colonel,  ii.  294-  302. 

Wefton's  plantation,  c.     broke  up  and  he  call  away,  Sec.  6. 

Whaley  the  regicide,  fo  called,   213. 

Wharton,   Lord,  friend  to   New-England,  3S9. 

Wheat  firft  Wafted,  229. 

"Wheeler,  Sir  Francis's  expedition,  ii.  71. 

Wheelwright,  John,  antinomian,  55.    'Banilhed,  7c.     At  Hamp- 
ton and  Salisbury,  74.      At  Exeter,   106. 

Whetcomb  Simon,  a  patentee,  8. 

White,   counfellor,   his  opinion,   13. 

WhitCi  John,   encourages  planters,    P. 

White,  Peregrine,  firft  born  child,  his  death,  ii.  148. 

White  hills  firft  explored,  114. 

Whiting,  Mr.  a  minifter,   killed,  ii.  105. 

Wiggins,  Capt.  affiftant,    160. 

Wilks,  Francis,  agent,   ii.  353. 

Willard,  Jofiah,  fecretary,  ii.    222. 

Willard,  Samuel,  vice  prefident  of  the  college,   75. 

Willard,  Simon,  commander  of  forces,   186. 

Willett,  Thomas,  referree  between  the  Knglifh  and  Dutch,    159. 

W7illoughby,  Francis,  affiftant,  160.  Deputy  governor,  258. 
Death,  269. 

Williams,  Roger,  makes difturbance  at  Salem,  37.  Baniftied  and 
removes  to  Providence,  33.  Shelters  Gorton,  117.  Gives 
n<"-ice  of  plots  among  the  Indians,    139. 

Williams,  John,  minifter  of  Deerfieid,  his  captivity,    138. 

William  and  Mary,  their  acceiaon  moft  joyfu^  ntws  to  New- 
England,  387. 
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Wi'fon,  John,  minifter,  22.  His  zeal,  61.  Death  and  cha- 
racter,   258. 

Wilfon,  Deborah,  a  qualcer,  whipped,  204. 

Window,  Edward,  principal  of  New-Plimouth  planters,  5. 
Agent,  149.     His  death,    1S7. 

Window,  Jofias,  feizes  Indian  princes,  276.  Governor  of 
Plimouth,   286.      General   in  Naraganfet  fight,    299. 

Window,  Capt.  Jofias,  killed  by  Indians,  ii.   307. 

Winthrop,  John,  fir(t  engages,  12.  Elected  governor,  14; 
Account  of  his  family,  14.  Travels  on  foot  through  the 
woods,  31.  Is  called  to  account  and  honorably  acquitted,  40. 
Engaged  with  Mr.  Vane  and  the  opinionifts,  55  to  75.  Go- 
vernor, 6t.  Very  popular,  62.  Overrules  at  the  fynod,  68. 
Great  concern  at  his  apprehended  danger,  129.  Called  to 
anfvver,  147.     Death  and  character,   151. 

Winthrop,  John,  commidioned  by  Lord  Say  and  Sea!,   47. 

Winthrop  Wait,   agent,   ii.  129.     Death*  223. 

Wife,   minifter    oflpfwich,  imprifoned,  366. 

Wifwall,   Mr.    agent  for  Plimouth,   405. 

Witches  executed,    ii.    53.  58.    59. 

Women  at  Oyfter-river  gallant,  ii.   163. 

Woodward5  Samuel,    fecretary,  212.     Refigns,   223, 

Writs  of  intrufion,    369. 

Y. 

YORK  county,    177.       Government  there,   260.       Town  fo 

ftroyed,  409. 
Young,  Sir  John,  Patentee,  8, 
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